Gc 

974.701 

R29a 

pt.l 

1835962 


REYNOLD^  wiCTOT?fCAL 

GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


ALLEN  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


3  1 


833  01178  3625 


] 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2015 


V 

https://archive.org/details/landmarksofrenss01ande 


LANDMARKS 

OK 

Rensselaer  County 

JNEVV  YOkK 

« 

4-  ) 

By  George  Baker  Anderson 

PURL1SHI  H  UNDhK    1  111:  AliSI'U  is  OF 
1  III     I  Km  (Y  l'RI;SS 


S\  KACUSli,  N.  V. 
U.  MASON  &  COMPANY,  PU BLISHBKS 


1835962 


PREFACE. 


It  is  manifestly  impossible  to  record,  in  a  volume  even  so  large 
as   this,    all  of   the  interesting  occurrences    in  a    political  division 
so  rich  in  history  as  the  county  of  Rensselaer.     Realizing"  the  vast 
expenditure  of   labor  and   time   involved   in   making  a  trustworthy 
compilation  of   the  most  important   tacts  connected   with   the  his- 
tory of    the  county,   and    the    utter  impoteney  of    man   when  an 
^    endeavor  is  made  t<>  collate  all  of  the  data  necessary  to  make  a  local 
historical  work  complete  and  correct  in  all  its  various  departments, 
\    the  author  of  "  Landmarks  of  Rensselaer  Count)'"  and  his  assistants 
v    V  have  confined  themselves  principally    to  chronicling  the  most  im 
vV,  portant  events,  with  separate  historical  sketches  of  leading"  industries 
\^  and  institutions  in  each  locality. 

When  the  first  white  men — Henry  Hudson  and  his  little  band  of 
navigators — visited,  in  the  fall  of  IGOit,  what  is  now  known  as  Reus 
selaor  county,  the  latter  was  the  abode  of  a  tribe  of  friendly  Indians, 
the  Mohicans,  or  Mohegans,  since  made  famous  l>v  the  writings  of  the 
novelist,  lames  Fenimore  Cooper.  About  two  decades  later,  as  near 
as  can  he  determined,  the  first  settlements  were  made  by  the.  Mutch 
w  ithin  the  limits  of  what  is  now  Rensselaer  county,  on  or  near  the 
site  of  the  village  of  Greenbush.  For  a  century  and  a  half  there- 
after the  territory  now  embraced  in  the  county  formed  the  "east  dis- 
trict" of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  granted  originally  by  the 
Dutch  West  India  Company  to  Killiaen  Van  Rensselaer,  wdio  became 
the  first  patroon  of  the  colony.  November  I,  KJs:!,  the  province  of 
New  York  was  divided  bv  the  English  into  ten  counties — Albanv. 
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Dutchess,  Orange,  Ulster,  Westchester,  New  York,  Richmond,  Kings, 
Queens  and  Suffolk.  Prom  that  time  until  1701  Rensselaer  county  re- 
mained a  part  of  Albany  county.  The  limits  ol  the  former  county 
have  since  remained  as  originally  fixed,  though  there  have  been 
many  changes  m  the  boundaries  of  the  various  towns. 

It  is  difficult  to  divide  the  history  of  Rensselaer  county,  aside  from 
its  civil  history,  into  distinct  epochs.  Its  geographical  location  made 
it,  in  most  respects,  neutral  ground  during  the  period  of  Indian  occu- 
pancy of  which  we  have  definite  knowledge.  During  the  long  series 
of  French  and  Indian  wars  its  earh7  inhabitants  suffered  occasionally 
from  the  depredations  ol  the  contending  forces;  and  the  capture  of 
innocent  and  neutral  families,  sometimes  their  wanton  massacre,  is 
chronicled. 

During  the  War  of  the  Revolution  one  of  the  most  important  and  de- 
cisive battles  was  fought  entirely  within  the  limits  of  the  town  ol 
Tloosick,  in  Rensselaer  count)',  yet  historians  have  given  to  it  the 
name  ot  the  Battle  of  Bennington.  In  the  Ion-  struggle  between 
landlords  and  tenants,  known  as  the  Anti-Rent  War,  many  exciting 
events  occurred  in  the  county.  When  the  Rebellion  of  the  Southern 
.States  compelled  the  President  to  ask  lor  volunteers  for  its  suppres- 
sion, Rensselaer  county  was  the  first  to  respond  to  the  call.  With 
these  exceptions  the  inhabitants  have  been  left  to  take  part  in  the 
peaceful  development  ot'  the  community  The  history  of  the  county 
tor  tlie  past  century  and  a  quarter,  for  the  most  part,  is  a  history 
of  this  development.  The  facts  illustrating  this  growth  have  been 
-leaned  by  personal  inquiry  throughout  the  county  and  by  reference 
to  the  most  reliable  historical  works  heretofore  published.  .Material 
for  the  sketches  in  the  biographical  department  of  the  work  has 
been  gleaned  by  agents  of  the  publishers,  and  the  matter  as  pre- 
pared has  been  reviewed  by  those  persons  best  able  to  guarantee 
its  accuracy. 

Tlie  author  is- indebted,  to  many  persons  in  all  parts  of  the  county 
for  valuable  assistance.     It  is  impossible  to  enumerate  all  these,  but 
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it  is  desired  to  acknowledge  practical  help  and  suggestions  received 
from  lion.  Martin  I.  Townsend,  Reed  1!.  Bontecou,  M.  I).,  Jesse  1!. 
Anthony,  Plon.  Gilbert  Robertson,  jr.,  De  W i tt  Clinton,  William 
Bayard  Van  Rensselaer,  Prof.  J.  H.  Willets,  Nelson  Gillespie,  [Ion. 
Lewis  E.  Griffith,  E.  Ogden  Ross,  Frank  W.  Thomas,  fonathan 
Denison,  Jeffrey  V.  Thomas,  Richard  F.  Hall,  Gilbert  Geer,  jr.,  (.'apt. 
James  H.  Lloyd,  Capt.  Wait  li.  Still  man,  Capt.  |ohn  P.  Treanor, 
Major  Isaac  F.  Handey,  Milford  H.  Fancher,  the  pastors  of  the 
various  churches,  the  principals  of  schools  and  academies,  the  officers 
of  Masonic  bodies  and  other  societies,  the  officers  of  banking  and 
other  corporations,  public  officials,  the  custodians  of  city,  village, 
town  and  county  records,  and  many  others.  Frequent  reference  has 
also  been  made  to  and  valuable  assistance  received  from  numerous 
earlier  volumes,  including  "Troy's  One  Hundred  Years,"  by  A.  J. 
Weise;  "  History  of  Rensselaer  County,"  by  X.  B.  Sylvester;  "Rem- 
iniscences of  Troy,"  by  Hon.  John  Woodworth;  "The  Iroquois 
Trail,"  by  William  II.  Beauchamp:  "Documentary  Colonial  History 
of  New  York;"  Professor  Pearson's  "  Albany  County  Records;"  Joel 
Munsell's  "Annals  of  Albany;"  "  History  ol  Lansingbu rgh  and 
Troy,"  by  A.  J.  Weise,  and  many  other  books  of  record. 

There  doubtless  are  some  mistakes  in  "  Landmarks  of  Rensselaer 
County;"  but  as  all  statements  of  more  than  ordinary  importance,  and 
ihose  regarding  which  serious  questions  have  arisen,  have  been  re- 
ferred to  the  best  authorities  accessible,  the  work  is  submitted  in 
the  belief  that  it  will  be  found  to  be,  on  the  whole,  a  trustworthy 
record  of  the  origin  and  development  of  the  county  and  the  doings 
of  its  inhabitants. 

GEORGE  BAKER  ANDERSON. 

Troy,  N.  V.,  October  I,  I8!)(3, 
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CHAPTER  [. 

Early  Settlements  in  the  Valley  of  the  Hudson — Explorations  of  Henry  Hudson  — 
Record  of  His  Journey— The  First  White  Man  to  Set  Foot  on  the  Soil  of  Kenssclaei 
County — Privileges  Extended  to  Traders  in  the  Newly  Discovered  Territory. 

The  history  of  the  comity  of  Rensselaer  up  to  the  year  170]  is  iden- 
tical with  that  of  the  county  of  Albany,  of  which  it  formed  a  part  up 
to  that  year.  The  foundation  of  the  colon)'  was  the  result  of  an  at- 
tempt to  establish  in  the  New  World  the  European  feudal  system  of 
land  tenure  and  local  government  which  was  then  beginning  to  be  un- 
popular in  the  Old  World.  The  main  peculiarity  of  this  system  was 
that  the  bulk  of  the  land  was  divided  into  feuds  or  fiefs,  held  by  their 
owners  on  condition  of  the  performance  of  certain  duties  to  a  superior 
lord  who,  in  default  of  such  performance,  could  reclaim  the  land.  The 
lord  was  entitled  to  the  fealty  of  his  tenants,  but  not  to  that  of  their 
subtenants,  cverv  man  being  responsible  only  to  his  immediate  lord. 
In  a  new  and  comparatively  free  country  it  was  but  natural  that  this 
system  should  fail,  as  it  did.  The  system  prevailed  in  New  York, 
however,  until  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  but  the  changes  then  wrought 
were  not  of  a  radical  nature,  else  we  should  never  have  been  called 
upon  to  chronicle  the  Anti-rent  War,  as  it  became  known. 

The  settlement  at  Port  Orange,  now  Albany,  was  made  in  1614,  live 
years  after  the  exploration  of  the  Hudson  by  Sir  Henry  Hudson  and 
six  years  before  the  foundation  of  Plymouth  by  the  Pilgrim  Fathers. 
Hudson  was  followed  by  a  number  of  Hutch  adventurers,  he  having 
taken  possession  of  the  country  in  the  name  of  Holland,  prominent 
among  whom  were  Cornells  facobsen  Mey,  Adrian  Block  and  Jiendrick 
Corstiarnsen.    Gerrit  Jacob  Witsen,  a  former  burgomaster  of  the  city 
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of  Amsterdam,  and  twelve  associates  received,  Oct.  11,  L614,  a  grant 
giving"  them  the  exclusive  right  to  navigate  and  explore  for  three 
years  the  lands  then  called  New  Netherlands.  The  company  sailed 
up  the  Hudson,  which  they  called  "De  Riviere  van  den  Vorst  Mau- 
ritius," and  in  the  spring  of  1015  they  built  two  posts — one  at  the 
southern  end  of  the  island  of  Manhattan,  and  the  other  on  Castle  island, 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  city  of  Albany.  The  latter,  called  Fort 
Nassau,  was  begun  in  the  spring  of  1614  by  some  of  the  members  of 
the  company.  It  was  in  command  of  facob  facoby  Elk.inz  and  a  gar- 
rison of  less  than  a  dozen  men,  all  in  the  employ  of  the  company.  In 
the  spring  of  IMS,  at  which  time  the  special  grant  of  the  company  ex- 
pired, the  fort  was  injured  by  a  freshet  and  the  company  abandoned 
it,  building  one  on  the  mainland  a  short  distance  further  down  the 
river,  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  now  known  as  the  Norman's  Kill. 
Soon  after  the  completion  of  the  fort  the  Dutch  settlers  made  their 
first  treat}'  with  the  .Mohawks,  representing  the  Irocptois  nation,  gain- 
ing for  the  former  a  friendship  with  the  red  men  which  was  never 
broken.  July  I,  1031,  the  powerful  Dutch  West  India  company  took 
possession  of  the  lands  granted  it  by  the  States-General  lime  :!,  1020, 
the  province  of  the  company  including  New  Netherlands.  The  year 
afterward  permission  was  granted  several  families  of  Walloons,  then 
settled  at  Amsterdam,  to  establish  in  the  New  Netherlands  a  colony 
to  be  governed  by  magistrates  which  they  themselves  were  to  select. 
The  Walloons  were  descended  from  the  ancient  Belgae,  mixed  with 
Germanic  and  Roman  elements.  They  were  one  of  the  divisions 
of  the  Huguenots  and  spoke  the  French  language.  They  were  verv 
conscientious,  industrious  and  persevering;  cleanly  in  their  habits 
and  lived  on  an  unusually  high  moral  and  spiritual  plane.  The  ship 
"New  Netherland,"  which  was  sent  out  from  Texel  in  the  spring 
of  1023  by  the  West  India  company,  carried  about  thirty  families, 
mostly  Walloons,  and  in  May,  after  a  voyage  of  about  two  months, 
arrived  in  New  York  harbor.  Fort  Orange,  which  had  been  started 
the  year  before,  was  the  destination  of  these  immigrants,  over  half  of 
whom,  under  the  leadership  of  Adriaen  Joris,  immediately  settled  there 
and  began  the  work  of  completing  the  fort.  This  was  early  in  the 
summer  of  1023.  [oris  at  once  renewed  the  original  treaty  with  the 
Iroquois.  In  the  following  year  Cornells  Jacobsen  Mey  was  made  first 
director  of  New  Netherlands, 

The  name  of  Henry  Hudson  is  ineffably  associated  with  Rensselaer 
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county.  Under  the  grant  of  King-  James  I  of  England,  dated  April 
10,  I  null,  the  territory  embraced  within  the  limits  of  the  present  county 
of  Rensselaer  became  a  part  of  the  grant  to  the  Plymouth  company, 
which  embraced  all  the  land  on  the  continent  between  the  forty-first 
and  forty- fifth  degrees  of  latitude.  When  the  Council  of  Plymouth 
succeeded  the  original  Plymouth  company,  Rensselaer  county  still  re- 
mained in  the  same  grant,  which  was  increased,  however,  by  the  addi- 
tion of  the  territory  lying  between  the  fortieth  and  forty-first  degrees 
on  the  south  and  the  forty-fifth  and  forty-eighth  degrees  on  the  north. 
The  English  at  once  began  the  settlement  of  New  England.  But  the 
voyages  and  explorations  of  the  illustrious  Sir  Henry  Hudson  resulted 
in  the  settlement  of  a  portion  of  the  Plymouth  grant  by  the  Hutch. 

Hudson  was  employed  by  a  company  of  London  merchants  to  en- 
deavor to  discover  a  new  route  to  the  Indies.  His  iwo  voyages  while 
in  the  employ  of  the  Englishmen,  his  fellow  countrymen,  resulted  in 
failure  and  he  offered  his  services  to  the  Hutch  East  India  company. 
This  company  furnished  him  with  a  small  ship — the  Half  Moon  —  hardly 
more  than  a  yacht,  and  in  April,  10*09,  he  set  out  on  his  third  voyage 
for  the  Indies.  Baffled,  but  not  discouraged,  at  his  inability  to  pass 
through  the  ice  fields  of  the  north,  he  turned  toward  America  once 
more.  He  touched  at  Newfoundland,  the  coast  of  Maine,  Cape  Cod, 
Chesapeake  bay,  Delaware  bay,  and  finally  the  harbor  of  New  York. 
September  10,  1009,  he  entered  the  picturesque  river  which  now  bears 
his  name  and  sailed  northward.  "On  the  evening  of  the  fifteenth  he 
arrived  opposite  the  mountains  which  lie  from  the  river  side,  where  he 
found  'a  very  loving  people  and  very  old  men,'  and  the  day  following 
reached  the  spot  hereafter  to  be  honored  by  his  own  illustrious  name 
One  day  more  wal  ls  him  up  between  Schodac  and  Castleton ;  and  here 
he  landed  and  passed  a  day  with  the  natives,  greeted  with  all  sorts  of 
barbarous  hospitality;  the  land  'the  finest  for  cultivation  he  ever  set 
foot  on;'  the  natives  so  kind  and  gentle  that  when  they  found  he 
would  not  remain  with  them  over  night,  and  feared  that  he  left  them — 
poor  children  of  nature '—because  he  was  afraid  of  their  weapons, — he, 
whose  quarterdeck  was  heavy  with  ordnance! — they  'broke  their  ar- 
rows in  pieces  and  threw  them  in  the  fire!'" 

Hudson,  then,  undoubtedly  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  present  town 
of  Schodack  before  his  crew  sailed  up  the  river  to  Albany.  There  is 
little  doubt,  by  reason  of  the  long  stops  he  made  and  the  slowness  with 
which  he  proceeded  up  the  stream,  that  he  spent  considerable  time  on 
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the  shores  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  On  the  19th  lie  anchored  again  a 
short  distance  further  up  the  river.  From  here  a  small  exploring  party 
rowed  up  the  river  to  a  point  not  far  from  the  present  city  of  Troy. 
Two  voyages  in  row  boats  were  made — the  first  on  the  "iOth  of  the 
month  and  the  second  on  the  22d.  At  noon  of  the  23(1  the  Half  Moon 
weighed  anchor,  Hudson  finding  that  navigation  was  impossible  be- 
yond the  islands  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mohawk,  and  stalled  on  the 
journey  homeward.  In  the  journal  in  which  he  recorded  his  daily 
doings  we  find  the  following  records  for  the  period  from  Sept.  15  to  23 
inclusive : 

The  fifteenth,  in  the  morning,  was  misty  until  the  sunn e  arose;  then  il  cleered. 
Si i  we  weighed  with  the  wind  at  South,  and  ran  up  the  riuer  twentie  leagues,  passing 
by  high  mountains.  Wee  had  a  very  good  depth,  as  six,  seven,  eight,  nine,  twelve 
and  thirteen  fathoms,  and  great  store  of  salmons  in  tin.-  river.  This  morning  our 
two  savages  got  out  of  a  port  and  swam  away.  After  we  were  under  sayle  they 
called  to  us  in  scorue.  At  night  we  came  to  other  mountains  which  lie  from  the 
river's  side.  'there  wee  found  very  loving  people  and  very  old  men;  where  we 
were  well  used.     Our  boat  went  to  fish,  and  caught  great  store  of  very  good  fish. 

The  sixteenth  faire  and  very  hot  weather.  In  the  morning  our  boat  went  againe 
to  fishing,  but  could  catch  but  few  by  reason  their  canoes  had  beene  there  all  night. 
This  morning  the  people  came  aboard  and  brought  us  eares  of  Indian  cbrne  and 
pompions  and  tobacco,  which  wee  bought  for  trifles.  Wee  rode  still  all  day  and 
filled  fresh  water;  at  night  wee  weighted  and  went  two  leagues  higher  and  had 
shoaled  water;  so  we  anchored  till  day. 

The  seventeenth,  faire  sunshining  weather  and  very  hot.  In  the  morning  as  soon 
as  the  sun  was  up  we  set  sayle  and  run  up  six  leagues  higher  and  found  shoales  in 
the  middle  of  the  channel  and  small  islands  but  seven  fathoms  water  on  both  .sides. 
Toward  night  we  borrowed  so  neere  the  shoare  that  wee  grounded,  so  wee  layed  out 
our  -.mall  anchor  and  heaved  oil  againe!  'I  hen  we  hot  rowed  mi  the  bauke  in  the 
channel  and  came  aground  againe.  While  the  [loud  ran  we  hoved  OlY  againe  and 
anchored  all  night. 

The  eighteenth,  in  the  morning  was  faire  weather  and  we  rode  still.  In  the 
afternoone  our  master's  mate  went  on  land  with  an  old  savage,  a  governoer  of  the 
countrey,  who  carried  him  to  his  house  and  made  him  goode  cheere. 

'the  nineteenth  was  faire  ami  hot  weather.  At  the  lloode,  being  neere  eleven  of 
the  clocke,  wee  weighed  and  ran  higher  up  two  leagues  above  the  shoals  and  had  no 
lesse  water  than  live.  We  anchored  and  rode  in  eight  fathoms.  The  people  of  the 
couutrie  came  (locking  aboord  and  brought  us  grapes  and  pompions  which  wee  bought 
for  trifles.  And  many  brought  us  Levers'  skinnes  and  otters'  skin  lies,  which  wee 
bought  for  beades,  knives  and  hatchets.    So  we  rode  there  all  night. 

The  twentieth  in  the  morning  was  faire  weather.  Our  master's  male  with- four 
men  more  went  up  with  our  boat  to  sound  the  river,  and  found  two  leagues  above 
us  but  two  fathoms  water  and  the  ehannell  very  narrow,  and  above  that  place  be- 
tween seven  or  eight  fathoms.  Toward  night  they  returned  and  we  rode  still  all 
night.  v 
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The  one-and-twentieth  was  faire  weather,  and  the  wind  all  southerly.  We  de- 
termined vet  once  more  to  goe  farther  up  into  the  river,  to  trie  what  depth  and 
breadth  it  did  beare;  but  much  people  resorted  aboord,  so  we  went  not  this  day. 
Our  carpenter  went  on  land  and  made  a  foreyard,  and  our  master  and  mate  deter- 
mined to  trie  some  of  the  chief  men  of  the  countrie  whether  they  had  any  treacherie  in 
them.  So  they  took  them  down  into  the  cabin  and  gave  them  as  much  wine  and 
aqua-vitae  that  they  were  all  merrie;  and  one  of  them  had  his  wife  with  him,  who 
sat  as  modestly  as  any  of  our  countrie-women  would  do  in  a  strange  place.  In  the 
end  one  of  them  was  drunke  which  had  been  aboord  of  our  ship  all  the  time  we  had 
been  there;  and  that  was  strange  to  them,  for  the)'  could  not  tell  how  to  take  it. 
The  canoes  and  folke  went  all  on  shore,  but  some  of  them  caime  again  and  brought 
stropes  of  beades— some  had  six,  seven,  eight,  nine,  ten — and  gave  him.  So  he  slept 
all  night  quietly. 

The  t wo-and-t wcntieth  was  faire  weather.  In  the  morning  our  master's  mate  and 
foure  more  of  the  compauie  went  up  with  our  boat  to  sound  the  river  higher  up.  The 
people  of  the  country  came  not  aboord  till  noone;  but  when  they  came  and  saw  the 
savages  well,  they  were  glad.  So,  at  three  of  the  clocke  in  the  al'ternoone,  they  came 
aboord  and  brought  tobacco  and  more  beades,  and  gave  them  to  our  master,  and  an 
oration,  and  showed  him  the  countrey  all  around  about.  Then  they  sent  one  of  their 
compauie  on  land,  who  presently  returned  and  brought  a  great  platter  full  of  venison, 
dressed  by  themselves,  and  they  caused  him  to  eat  with  them.  Then  they  made 
him  reverence  and  departed, — all  save  the  old  man  that  lay  aboord.  This  night,  at 
ten  of  the  clocke,  our  boat  returned  in  a  shower  of  raine  from  sounding  of  the  river, 
and  found  it  to  be  at  an  end  for  shipping  to  goe  in.  For  the)'  had  been  up  eight  or 
nine  leagues,  and  found  but  seven-loot  water  and  imconstant  soundings. 

The  three-and-twentieth,  faire  weather,  at  twelve  of  the  clocke,  wee  weighed  and 
went  downe  two  leagues,  to  a  shoakl  that  had  two  cannells,  one  on  one  side  and  an- 
other on  the  other,  and  had  little  wind,  whereby  the  tide  layed  us  upon  il.  So  there 
wee  sate  on  the  ground  the  space  of  an  home,  till  the  floutl  came.  Then  we  had  a 
little  gale  of  wind  at  the  west.  So  wee  got  our  ship  into  dcepe  water,  and  rode  all 
night  very  well. 

Hudson  gave  the  river  winch  lie  had  explored  the  name  of  "  River 
of  the  Mountains."  Not  until  his  Countrymen  had  captured  New 
Netherland  was  it  honored  with  his  name.  In  [524  John  Verrazzano, 
a  Florentine,  had  entered  the  river;  about  the  same  time  Stephen 
Gome/,  had  sailed  a  short  distance  tip  the  stream  and  had  called  it  Rio 
de  San  Antonio.  Hudson  himself  learned  that  the  French  had  ascended 
the  river  in  boats  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  it  is  hardly  to  be 
doubted  that  lie  saw  the  ruins  of  the  fort  on  Castle  island  which  tin- 
French  had  built.  But  as  Hudson  was  the  first  man  to  navigate  the 
waters  of  the  river  as  far  to  the  north  as  he  could  sail  and  leave  a  tie- 
tailed  record  of  his  exploration  it  is  hut  just  to  accord  to  him  the  honor 
which  the  world  has  bestowed,  just  as  Columbus,  though  by  no  means 
the  actual  discoverer  of  America,  was  the  first  navigator  to  carry  on  his 
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explorations  to  that  point  where  his  successors  were  given  material  on 
which  to  operate.  Verrazzano  discovered  the  Hudson  just  us  Leif 
Rriekson  discovered  America;  but  of  what  value  were  his  explorations 
at  tli is  point' 

On  the  year  following  the  explorations  of  Hudson  under  the  employ 
of  the  East  India  company  several  hutch  traders  left  Holland,  visited 
the  Indians  on  the  hanks  of  the  Hudson,  secured  a  quantity  of  valuable 
furs  and  sold  them  in  Holland  at  a  handsome  profit.  This  was  the 
signal  for  a  general  awakening  of  interest  in  the  new  country  among 
the  Dutch.  Other  traders  followed  their  example,  and  Oct.  11,  IG14, 
a  three  years'  license  to  trade  exclusively  with  the  native  inhabitants 
of  the  New  World  was  granted  these  traders,  who  called  the  country 
Nieu  Nederlandt,  meaning  in  English  New  Netherland.  The  map  of 
the  territory  which  the)'  prepared  is  still  preserved.  Upon  the  termi- 
nation of  their  three  years'  license,  in  liilS,  the  Dutch  government  ex- 
tended a  similar  privilege  to  several  other  traders  who  were  anxious  to 
take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  presented.  The  number  of  traders 
was  multiplied  year  by  year,  trading  posts  were  established,  Dutch 
names  were  substituted  for  those  given  the  various  streams,  hills  and 
posts  by  the  French,  anil  within  a  few  years  almost  ever)'  trace  of  the 
previous  attempt  at  colonization  by  the  French  was  obliterated. 


♦ 


CHAPTER  II. 

liarly  Indian  Occupancy—  lvhe  Mohicans  the  Aboriginal  Inhabitants  of  Rensselaer 
County -  The  Five  Nations:  Their  Organization  and  Development— Warfare 
Between  the  Mohicans  and  Mohawks — Uncas  and  Miautonomoh — Origin  of  the 
Schaghticolce  Indians. 

The  Mohican  Indians1  were  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  a  tract  of 
land  embracing  what  is  now  Rensselaer  county  and  a  portion  of  the 
States  of  Vermont  and  Massachusetts.  They  were  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  tribes  of  the  great  Algonquin  family,  which  occupied  the 
greater  part  of  Canada  and  nearly  all  that  portion  of  the  United  States 
east  of  the  Mississippi  and  north  of  the  thirty-seventh  parallel  of  lati- 
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tude.  One  of  the  principal  villages  of  the  Mohicans  was  in  the  county 
of  Rensselaer,  covering  a  portion  of  the  site  of  the  present  city  of  Troy. 
At  the  time  when  our  first  knowledge  of  them  begins  they  were  already- 
beginning  to  decay,  and  when  the  white  settlers  made  their  appearance 
the  decadence  of  all  the  tribes  of  the  family  was  accelerated. 

In  the  reign  of  Atotarho  XII,  one  of  the  kings  of  the  Five  Nations, 
perhaps  about  fifty  years  before  Columbus  discovered  America,  we  are 
toldby  an  authority  on  Indian  history!  that  the  Tehatirihokea,  or  Mo- 
hawks, were  at  war  with  Ranatshaganha,  "supposed  Mohegans,  who  occu- 
pied the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  Skaunataty  or  Hudson.  The  warfare 
was  maintained  by  small  expeditions;  the  Mohawks  would  cross  the 
river  and  attack  the  enemy;  the  canoes  were  kept  in  the  river  contin- 
ually to  cover  their  retreat;  but  after  a  while  the  Mohegans  expoliated 
the  war;  the  chiei  of  the  Mohawks  received  orders  from  the  king,  and 
invited  the  two  confederate  nations,  the  (  >neidas  and  the  Onondagas, 
to  unite  against  the  common  enemy  ;  the  band  of  the  combined  forces 
immediately  crossed  the  river  and  revenged  a  part  of  the  country,  and 
the  enemy  were  compelled  to  sue  for  peace." 

In  the  centre  of  the  great  expanse  of  territory  occupied  by  the  Al- 
gonquins,  and  entirely  cut  off  from  communication  with  other  nations, 
except  in  the  event  of  war,  lived  the  powerful  nations  called  the  Iro- 
quois and  the  Hurons,  Hy  some  these  two  families  were  called  one 
nation,  the  Huron-Iroquois. 

The  Iroquois  Indians,  or  the  Five  Nations  as  the)'  were  called  by  the 
French  (subsequently,  by  the  amalgamation  with  them  of  the  Tusca- 
roras,  becoming  the  Six  Nations),  occupied  practically  all  the  territory 
now  known  as  New  York  Stale  when  the  first  while  man  penetrated 
the  wilderness  through  which  they  roamed.  The  Fnglish  called  them 
the  Confederates;  the  Dutch,  more  particularly  those  who  settled  the 
Mohawk  valley,  called  them  the  Maquaas;  and  the  Indians  called  them- 
selves the  Agannschioni,  meaning  "United  People."  They  also  called 
themselves  the  Hodenosaunee,  meaning  "the  people  of  the  long 
house,"  all  their  houses  being  low,  narrow  and  as  a  rule  very  long. 
They  also  likened  their  confederacy,  stretched  for  J00  miles  along  a 
narrow  valley,  to  one  of  the  long  wigwams  containing  many  families.  - 

The  Five  Nations  were  composed  ol  the  Mohawks,  on  the  east;  next 

I  David  Cusiek's  Sketches  of  Ancient  History  ol  the  Six  Nations. 

•Credit  is  due  Oeorge  S.  Conover,  tin-  well-known  authority  on  Indian  history,  foifmuch  of 
the  information  contained  in  this  chapter. 
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west  being  the  Oneidas,  then  the  Onondagas,  the  Cayugas  and  the  Sen- 
ecas.  When  the  Tuscaroras,  from  the  Carolinas,  joined  the  Confeder- 
acy which  existed  among  those  nations  they  became  amalgamated  with 
the  Oneidas  and  gradually  lost  their  identity.  It  is  not  positively 
known  when  the  Confederacy  was  established.  In  David  Cusick's  his- 
tory of  the  Six  Nations  he  relates  the  Indian  traditions  relative  to  the 
origin  of  the  kingdom,  which  was  called  "a  Long  House,  the  Wars, 
Fierce  Animals,"  etc.     He  says: 

By  some  inducement  a  body  of  people  was  concealed  in  the  mountain  at  the  falls 
named  Kuskehsawkich  (now  Oswego).  When  the  people  were  released  from  the 
mountain  they  were  visited  by  Tarenyawagon,  i.  e.,  the  Holder  of  the  Heavens,  who 
had  power  to  change  himself  into  various  shapes;  he  ordered  the  people  to  proceed 
toward  the  sunrise  as  he  guided  them  and  come  to  a  river  and  named  Yenonanatche, 
i.  e.,  going  round  a  mountain  (now  Mohawk),  and  went  dow  n  the  bank  of  the  river 
and  come  to  where  it  discharges  into  a  great  river  running  towards  the  midday  sun  ; 
and  Shaw -nay-taw-ty,  i.  e.,  beyond  the  pineries  (now  Hudson),  and  went  down- the 
bank  of  the  liver  and  touched  bank  of  a  great  water.  .  .  The  people  were  yet  in 
one  language;  some  ol  the  people  went  to  the  banks  of  the  great  water  towards  the 
midday  sun,  but  the  main  company  returned  as  they  came,  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Holder  of  the  Heavens.  Of  this  company  there  was  a  par- 
ticular body  which  called  themselves  one  household ;  of  these  were  six  families  and 
they  entered  into  a  resolution  to  preserve  the  chain  of  alliance  which  should  not  be 
extinguished  in  any  manner.  The  company  advanced  some  distance  up  the  river  ol' 
Shaw-na-taw-ty  (Hudson),  the  Holder  of  the  Heavens  directs  the  first  family  to 
make  their  residence  near  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  family  was  named  Te-haw- 
rc-ho  geh,  i.  e.,  a  speech  divided  (now  Mohawk)  and  their  language  was  soon  altered  ; 
the  company  then  turned  and  went  Inwards  the  sunsetting,  and  travelled  about  two 
days  and  a  half,  and  come  to  a  creek,  which  was  named  Kaw-na-taw  tc-ruh,  i.  e., 
Pineries.  The  second  family  was  directed  to  make  their  residence  near  the  creek, 
and  the  family  was  named  Ne-haw-re-tah-go,  i.  e.,  Big  Tree,  now  Oneidas,  and  like- 
wise their  language  was  altered.  The  company  continued  to  proceed  towards  the 
sunsetting;  under  the  direction  <>i  the  Holder  of  the  Heavens.  The  third  family  was 
directed  to  make  their  residence  on  a  mountain  named  Onondaga  (now  Onondaga) 
and  the  family  was  named  Seuh-now-kah-tah,  i.  e.,  carrying  the  name,  ami  their 
language  was  altered.  The  company  continued  their  journey  towards  the  sunsetting. 
The  fourth  family  was  directed  to  make  their  residence  near  a  long  lake  named  Go- 
yo-goh,  i.  e. ,  a  mountain  rising  from  the  water  (now  Cayuga)  and  the  family  was 
named  Sho-nea-ua-we-to-wah,  i.  e.,  a  great  pipe,  their  language  was  altered.  The 
company  continued  to  proceed  towards  the  sunsetting.  The  fifth  family  was  directed 
to  make  their  residence  near  a  high  mountain,  or  rather  nole,  situated  south  of  the 
Canandaigua  lake,  which  was  named  Jeuneatowake  and  the  family  was  named  Te. 
how-nea-nyohent,  i.  e.  Passing  a  Door,  now  .Seneca,  and  their  language  was  altered- 
The  sixth  family  went  with  the  company  that  journeyed  inwards  the  sunsetting,  and 
touched  the  bank  of  a  great  lake,  and  named  Kau-ha-gwa-rah-ka,  i.  e.,  A  Cap,  now 
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Erie,  and  then  went  towards  between  the  mid-day  and  sunsetting,  and  travelled 
considerable  distance  and  came  to  a  large  river  which  was  named  Ouau-we-yo-ka,  i. 
e.,  a  principal  stream,  now  Mississippi.  .  .  The  family  was  directed  to  make  their 
residence  near  Cau-ta-noh,  i.  e.,  Pine  in  water,  situated  near  the  mouth  of  Nuse 
river,  now  in  North  Carolina,  and  the  family  was  named  Ivau-ta-noh,  now  Tuscarora 
and  their  language  was  also  altered.  .  .  The  Holder  of  the  Heavens  returns  to 
the  five  families  and  forms  the  mode  of  confederacy  which  was  named  Ggo-nea-seab- 
neh,  i.  e.,  A  Long  Mouse,  to  which  are  1st — Tea-ka\v-reh-ho-geh ;  2d — New-haw-teh- 
tah-go ;  3d — Seuh-nau-ka-ta ;  4th — Sho-nea-na-we-to-wan  ;  5th — Te-hoo-uea-nyb-hent. 

This  organization  is  supposed  to  have  taken  place  between  1000  and 
2000  years  before  Columbus  discovered  America,  or  between  -loo  B.  C. 
and  500  B.  C.  While  this  account  is  purely  traditional  it  is  the  most 
authentic  in  existence. 

When  the  white  intruders  first  discovered  that  such  an  alliance  ex- 
isted, all  that  was  known  of  the  organization  ol  the  form  of  govern- 
ment so  remarkable  among  a  savage  people  was,  as  we  have  shown, 
mere  tradition  Each  nation  of  the  Confederacy  was  independent  of 
every  other  in  all  matters  of  a  local  character,  and  in  the  councils  no 
sachem  was  superior  to  another,  except  by  reason  of  higher  intellectual 
attainments,  such  as  they  might  be.  The  fifty  offices  created  at  the 
organization  of  the  Confederacy  were  distributed  among  the  nations 
according  to  their  numerical  strength.  Of  these  offices  the  Mohawks 
had  nine,  the  Oneidas  nine,  the  Onondagas  fourteen,  the  Cayugas  ten 
and  the  Senecas  eight.  Although  these  offices  were  hereditary,  no  one 
could  became  a  ruler  or  sachem  until  elevated  to  such  a  place  by  a 
council  of  all  the  sachems  of  this  original  American  Confederacy.  The 
sachems  who,  in  council,  constituted  the  legislative  both' of  the  union 
were  also  the  local  rulers  of  their  respective  nations.  While  a  sachem 
or  chief  had  civil  authority,  he  could  not  be  a  chieftain  in  war  until 
elected  to  that  position.  livery  sachem  went  on  the  warpath  as  a 
common  warrior  unless  he  had  been  doubly  honored  and  made  a 
military  leader  as  well  as  a  civil  officer.  The  Iroquois  nation  then  was 
practically  a  Republic,  founded  on  much  the  same  lines  as  the  United 
States  of  America,  marvelous  as  it  may  seem. 

The  policy  of  the  [roquois  nation  in  war  appeared  to  have  been  not 
alone  for  the  sake  of  war,  but  for  conquest  and  the  extension  of  the 
nation's  power  and  influence,  Instead  of  trying  to  exterminate  their 
foes  the  Iroquois  strove  to  subjugate  and  adopt  them,  and  as  far  as 
they  could  in  their  weak  way,  to  enlighten  them.  So  successful  were 
they  in  their  efforts  that  at  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century  they 
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dominated  a  very  large  portion  of  what  is  now  the  United  States:  The 
[roquois  of  New  York  and  the  Algonquin  tribes  of  New  England  were 
perpetually  at  war.  The  Mohawks  and  Oneidas  occupied  the  Mohawk 
valley  mainly,  and  the  three  nations  west  of  them  were  compelled  to 
pass  through  this  region  when  starting  out  upon  the  eastern  warpath. 
The  most  natural  and  convenient  pathway  for  them  to  traverse  was 
from  the  Mohawk  valley  eastward,  leading  them  up  from  the  Hudson  to 
the  valley  of  the  Hoosick  river,  then  across  the  Berkshire  hills  or  the 
southern  spur  of  tin:  Green  mountains  to  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut 
river.  Over  this  trail  the  Five  Nations  marched  on  many  occasions, 
according  both  to  history  ami  early  tradition,  and  in  and  near  the 
count)-  of  Rensselaer  many  a  bloody  battle  was  fought  by  the  red  men 
of  the  wilderness. 

At  the  time  the  Dutch  first  ascended  the  Hudson  the  war  against 
the  Mohicans  was  carried  on  mainly  by  the  Mohawks.  "The  Mohe- 
gans  occupied  its  banks,  and  the  Mohawk  villages  were  no  nearer  than 
Schoharie  creek.  The  Dutch  at  first  took  sides  with  the  Mohegansand 
were  defeated,  but  afterwards  were  friends  oi  their  opponents.  The 
Mohegans  made  their  last  invasion  in  August,  IGfif),  unsuccessfully 
attacking  a  Mohawk  town.  The  Oneidas  and  Onondagas  mined  the 
Mohawks  and  invaded  the  Mohegan  country  in  return,  with  even 
smaller  results,  but  it  led  to  peace.  The  Mohegans  were  called  Loups, 
or  Wolves,  this  being  the  meaning  ol  their  name.  They  were  oi 
Algonquin  stock,  and  kindred  to  the  Delawares."1 

Even  many  years  after  its  settlement  by  the  Dutch  bands  of  the  Iro- 
quois, then  of  the  Algonquins,  passed  through  it  on  their  way  to  carry 
out  (heir  plans  lor  laying  waste  the  villages  ot  the  enemy;  but  fortu- 
nately lor  the  colonists  ol  the  manor  of  Hensselaerwyck  but  few  of 
these  savage  contests  occurred  after  the  foundation  oi  the  colony.  The 
famous  old  VVampanoag  chieftain,  King  Philip,  once  invaded  the 
count)',  in  the  winter  of  1, 075— 7 (i,  at  the  head  ol  a  band  of  5(H)  warriors 
bound  for  the  north.  His  followers  encamped  about  tilt)'  miles  north 
of  Albany  and  prepared  to  strike  a  decisive  blow  at  the  Mohawks.  In 
February,  IG7G,  the  Mohawks  assembled  and  marched  northward  and, 
by  reason  of  superior  numbers  and  a  better  acquaintance  with  the  field 
of  the  campaign,  succeeded  in  driving  the  brave  old  chieftain  and  his 
band  back  through  the  Hoosick'  valley  to  the  other  side  ol  the  moun- 


1  W.  M,  Uuuucluimp's  uotus  on  David  Cusick's  Sketches  o£  Ancient  History  ol  the  Six  N'a 
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tains.  The  famous  old  chief,  Graylock,  of  the  Woronoaks,  the  last 
chief  of  his  tribe,  also  frequently  passed  through  the  Hoosick  valley 
with  his  band  of  warriors. 

In  the  Connecticut  valley  there  was  a  band  called  the  Pacomptucks. 
During  an  invasion  they  wandered  down  the  valley  of  the  Hoosick,  ac- 
companied by  straggling  members  of  the  Wampanoags,  the  Narragan- 
setts  and  the  Nipmucks,  and  settled  about  the  junction  of  that  river 
with  the  Hudson.  The}'  evinced  a  friendly  disposition,  frequently 
visited  the  white  settlers,  traded  more  or  less  with  them  ami  were 
known  among  the  Dutchmen  of  the  manor  as  the  Schaghticoke 
1  ndians. 

The  Mohegan  or  Mohican  Indians,  who  occupied  the  east  side  of  the 
Hudson,  had  a  fortified  village  on  the  present  site  of  the  city  of  Troy, 
and  as  a  rule  were  friendly  with  the  white's  Tradition  says  that  in  this 
village  Uncas,  the  famous  Mohican  chief,  who  went  down  when  his 
tribe  was  exterminated,  was  born.  The  original  central  home  or  capi- 
tal of  the  Mohicans  was  mainly  the  southern  pari  of  Rensselaer  county, 
of  which  they  were  complete  masters  until  1028.  The  northern  part  of 
the  county,  in  the  valley  oi  the  Hoosick,  was  the  original  home  of  the 
Horicons.  Beside  the  village  on  the  present  site  of  Troy  the  Mohicans 
had  a  stdl  larger  village  in  the  present  town  of  Schodack.  They  de- 
voted much  time  to  agriculture,  their  principal  crop  being  corn.  The 
flat  lands  in  the  river  valley  produced  great  quantities  of  this  grain  an- 
nually. The  Indian  name  for  Troy,  "  Paanpaack,  "  means  "  The  held 
of  standing  corn 

Three  years  before  Killiaen  Van  Rensselaer's  colonists  sailed  up  the 
Hudson  the  Mohicans  and  the  Mohawks  declared  war,  the  principal 
scenes  of  their  hostile  demonstrations  belnc,  about  hurt  Orange  and  the 
present  site  of  West  Troy,  and  the  Mohican  village  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river.  For  nearly  two  years  the  war  continued.  The  Mohawks 
were  the  more  powerful  nation  and  they  pursued  their  foes  relentlessly. 
In  the  spring  of  1628  the}7  captured  the  castle  of  the  Mohicans  and 
drove  the  few  remaining  members  of  that  tribe  to  the  valley  of  the 
Connecticut.  As  late  as  fifty  years  afterward,  according  to  tradition, 
Uncas  and  his  little  body  of  Mohicans,  now  greatly  reduced  numer- 
ically, returned  to  their  aboriginal  home  and  even  crossed  the  Hudson 
to  the  present  sites  of  Albany,  West  Troy  and  Waterford,  where  they 
succeeded  in  slaying  many  of  their  old  enemies  among  the  unsuspect- 
ing Mohawks.     Later  on  some  of  the  Mohicans  emigrated  westward 
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and  joined  the  Five  Nations,  some  of  them  amalgamating-  with  their 
old  enemies,  the  Mohawks;  others  finding  a  new  spot  in  the  Schoharie 
valley,  where  they  established  villages. 

The  Iroquois,  as  we  have  said,  were  constantly  at  war  with  the  Al- 
gonquin tribes,  and  usually  for  the  purpose  of  conquest.  The  Mohi- 
cans suffered  greatly  at  their  hands.  After  driving  the  Mohicans  from 
their  home  into  the  Connecticut  valley,  in  1(528,  they  continued  to  an- 
noy them  in  rhany  ways.  The  Mohicans  appeared  to  be  the  especial 
target  for  their  spite.  After  this  tribe  was  driven  out  of  the  way  the 
Iroquois  turned  their  attention  to  the  FLurons  on  the  north,  completely 
overrunning  the  country  of  the  latter.  The  next  year,  1051,  they  de- 
stroyed the  Neutral  nation,  and  the  year  after  that  they  made  war 
against  the  Erics,  practically  wiping  them  out  of  existence.  Eleven 
years  later  they  marched  over  into  the  Connecticut  valley,  presumabl)' 
in  search  of  the  remnant  Of  the  Mohicans,  and  laid  waste  the  country 
of  the  Squakheags  and  the  Pacomptucks.  Most  of  these  expeditions 
were  led  by  the  Mohawks,  whose  name  was  dreaded  by  every  tribe  in 
the  Algonquin  family.  When  on  the  war  path  their  fury  knew  no 
bounds.  The}'  were  relentless  when  once  a  campaign  had  been  begun, 
and  even  in  the  dead  of  winter,  when  the  members  of  most  tribes  would 
be  found  hugging  the  wigwam  fire,  the  Mohawks  often  would  start  out 
on  an  expedition  against  the  foe,  traveling  hundreds  of  miles  through 
the  snow  and  returning  at  the  season  of  the  year  when  progress  was 
even  more  difficult  on  account  of  melting  snows.  Every  tribe  of  the 
Algonquin  within  easy  marching  distance  of  the  Mohawks  paid  tribute 
to  the  latter.  The  title,  "  Romans  of  the  West,"  was  one  which  thev 
justly  deserved. 

When,  in  Iti'JS,  nearly  two  years  before  the  founding" of  the  colony  of 
Rensselaerwyck,  the  Mohicans  were  driven  by  the  Mohawks  from  their 
ancestral  home  into  the  Connecticut  valley,  they  located  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Connecticut  on  its  east  bank,  with  the  Pequods,  their  friends, 
as  neighbors  on  the  east.  The  Pequods  were  exterminated  by  the 
whites  a  few  years  afterward—the  tribe  ceased  to  exist  in  1637 — and 
the  Mohicans  on  the  west  and  the  once  powerful  Narragansetts  on  the 
east  occupied  that  portion  of  the  former  Pequod  territory  not  appro- 
priated by  the  whites.  Uncas,  who  fled  with  the  Mohicans  from  the 
aboriginal  home  in  Rensselaer  count)',  was  still  their  chieftain. 

For  many  years  the  Mohicans  and  Narragansetts  had  been  enemies. 
Their  hatred  was  intensified  upon  the  destruction  of  the  Pequods  by 
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the  whites.  The  Pequod  captives  were  divided  among  the  other  two 
nations,  but  the  former  home  of  the  extinct  tribe  was  a  subject  for 
much  quarreling.  In  1643  the  two  tribes  engaged  in  war,  the  Mohicans 
still  being  under  the  leadership  of  Uncas  and  the  Narragansetts  under 
Miantonomoh.  Hostilities  were  begun  by  the  latter,  who  gathered,  his 
braves  and  started  across  the  territory  the  possession  of  which  was  in 
dispute.  Uncas  learned  of  the  contemplated  invasion,  and  mustering 
his  forces  started  eastward  to  intercept  his  enemies. 

When  the  rival  tribes  met  they  were  in  the  centre  of  the  old  hunting 
ground  of  the  Pequods,  That  meeting  and  the  subsequent  develop- 
ments form  one  of  the  most  romantic  and  at  the  same  time  one  of  the 
most  tragic  scenes  in  Indian  history.  The  tribes  halted  within  sight 
of  each  other  and  the  two  brave  chieftains  advanced  to  within  speaking 
distance.  In  the  brief  conference  that  followed  Uncas,  in  full  confi- 
dence of  what  he  believed  to  lie  his  superior  prowess,  demanded  that 
his  rival  should  fight  him,  man  to  man,  and  that  the  victor  should  be- 
come the  chieftain  of  the  braves  of  the  vanquished  leader.  The  pro- 
posal was  haughtily  scorned  by  Miantonomoh  who  declared:  "My 
braves  are  here  to  do  battle,  and  they  shall  light."  No  sooner  had 
these  words  left  the  mouth  of  the  Narragansett  chief  than  Uncas,  with- 
out a  word,  suddenly  fell  to  the  ground.  His  act  was  a  signal  previously 
agreed  upon.  Hardly  had  he  become  prostrate  before  the  Mohicans, 
with  a  wild  war-whoop,  sprang  over  his  body  and  savagely  attacked  the 
Narragansetts.  After  a  brief  hut  fierce  struggle  the  latter  were  van- 
quished and  Uncas  made  Miantonomoh  a  prisoner.  The  latter,  as 
haughty  as  ever,  refused  to  ask  for  quarter,  but  Uncas  held  him  a  cap- 
tive and  handed  him  over  to  the  Knglish  authorities  at  Hartford.  His 
case  was  brought  before  the  colonial  commissioners  and  it  was  ordered 
that  the  old  chieftain  should  die,  and  at  the  hands  of  his  captor.  The 
English  claimed  a  protectorate  over  both  nations  and  their  verdict  was 
taken  as  final.  Miantonomoh  was  returned  to  the  field  of  battle  and 
one  of  the  braves  of  Uncas  buried  a  hatchet  in  his  brain. 

The  Schaghticoke  Indians,  who  occupied  the  northern  part  of  Rens- 
selaer county  near  the  junction  of  the  Hoosick  river  with  the  Hudson, 
were,  as  we  have  said,  fugitives  from  New  England  tribes,  who  were 
driven  from  their  hunting  grounds  by  the  whites  at  the  close  of  King 
Philip's  war  in  167(5.  They  were  made  up  for  the  most  part  of  strag- 
glers from  the  remnants  of  the  once  powerful  Wanrpanoags,  or  Poka- 
nokets;  the  Narragansetts,  the  Nonotucks  and  the  I'aeomptucks.  The 
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history  of  King  Philip's  war  is  well  known.  Throughout  the  greater 
portion  of  the  years  1675  and  1070  it  wrought  ruin  cm  all  sides.  It  was 
practically  a  war  of  extermination  between  the  white  settlers  and  t he- 
Indians,  At  the  close  of  King  Philip's  first  summer  campaign,  in  1075, 
he  and  some  of  his  followers  visited  Saratoga  and  Washington  counties 
and,  as  has  been  related,  war  was  waged  against  them  by  the  angry 
Mohawks.  In  February,  L 070,  Philip  and  his  band  were  driven  hack 
into  the  Connecticut  valley  by  the  Mohawks,  and  soon  afterward  he- 
resumed  the  struggle  for  supremacy  with  the  whites.  Being  routed  on 
all  sides,  those  who  were  left  of  his  tribe — the  Wampanbags — with  some  of 
the  braves  from  the  three  other  tribes  mentioned,  moved  up  to  the  fer- 
tile valley  of  the  Hudson,  and  the  Mohawks,  having  nothing  to  fear 
from  them,  consented  to  their  occupancy  of  the  land  about  the  mouth 
of  the  Hoosick  river.  Having  no  name  they  became  known  to  the 
white  settlers  as  the  Schaghticokes.  They  remained  in  Rensselaer 
county  for  over  7?  years  when,  in  1753  or  1754,  they  moved  tothelower 
end  of  Lake  Champlain,  near  the  Canada  and  Vermont  line,  and  joined 
the  Woronoaks,  their  former  neighbors,  who  had  settled  there  at  the 
close  of  King  Philip's  war,  under  their  old  chieftain,  Cravlock. 


CHAPTER  III. 

Killinen  Van  Rensselaer,  Pounder  of  the  Manoi  of  Rensselaerwyek  -The  Famous 
Charier  of  Freedoms  and  Exemptions    Jealousy  Over  the  L'atroon's  Large  (irant— 
Early  Administration  of  the  Colony-  Collision  lietwoen  the  Colony  and  the  ['rovinec 
•  The  Early  Trade  in  Furs-  First  While  Settler  in  Rensselaer  Count)'. 

Killiaen  Van  Rensselaer,  a  wealthy  merchant  of  Amsterdam,  Hol- 
land, was  a  member  of  the  famed  Dutch  West  India  company,  the 
greatest  trade  organization  and  monopoly  of  its  day,  which  was  per- 
haps more  closely  identified  with  the  early  history  of  the  colony  of  New 
York,  and  particularly  of  the  region  of  which  Port  Orange  or  Albany 
was  the  centre,  than  any  other  single  influence  which  affected  the 
career  of  the  infant  colony.  lie  was  the  founder  of  the  colon)'  oi 
Rensselaerwyck,  which  formed  the  major  part  of  the;  territory  now 
known  as  Rensselaer  county.     In  1030,  the  year  in  which  the  West 
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India  company  made  its  great  oiler  to  its  members,  the  attention  of 
Killiaen  Van  Rensselaer  was  directed  to  the  rich  region,  as  yet  totally 
undeveloped,  ol  the  valleys  of  the  Hudson  and  the  Mohawk  rivers. 
The  offer  which  this  great  trade  organization  had  made  was  one  well 
calculated  to  tempt  such  capitalists  as  he. 

The  charter  of  the  company  provided,  among  other  things,  that  any 
member  who,  within  four  years,  should  found  a  colony  of  fifty  adults 
in  any  part  of  the  New  Netherlands  grant,  excepting  the  island  of 
Manhattan,  or  "  Mannatans, "  should  be  acknowledged  as  a  Patroon 
and  accorded  powers  similar  to  those  granted  lords  under  the  estab- 
lished feudal  system  of  Europe.  An  American  Patroon,  while  he  con- 
tinued as  such  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  powers  accorded  him,  was 
just  as  much  a  landed  lord  as  those  of  England  or  (Jermany  or 
France,  with  the  exception  that  he  was  not  a  member  of  his 
country's  parliament.  lint  this  was  of  trifling  importance  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  wealth-seeking  I  follander,  l  or  a  Patroon  in  America  en- 
joyed commercial  advantages  and  man)'  opportunities  for  amassing 
wealth  that  were  entirely  unknown  in  the  Old  World.  Ife  was  the 
feudal  lord  of  the  territory  he  colonized  and  the  main  profit  from  the 
development  of  its  resources  went  into  his  own  private  purse,  unless  he 
happened  to  be  unselfish  and  public-spirited  to  a  degree  that  was 
seldom  known  in  the  days  ol  the  Patroons  of  the  New  Netherlands. 

To  arrive  at  a  correct  understanding  of  the  circumstances  which  in- 
duced the  early  colonists  to  accompany  Killiaen  Van  Rensselaer  t< 
America,  and  of  the  conditions  which  surrounded  them  and  shaped 
their  lives,  and  which  have  left  an  indelible  impress  upon  their  numer- 
ous descendants  in  and  about  Rensselaer  county,  it  i>  proper  and,  neces- 
sary to  notice  the  principal  features  ot  the  hutch  West  India  emn- 
pany's  famous  Charter  of  "  Freedoms  ami  lixemptions"  for  the  coloni- 
zation of  the  New  Netherlands  under  its  great  feudal  system.  These, 
in  brief,  were  as  follows: 

The  head  of  each  colony  might  select  lands  extending  sixteen  miles  in  length,  if 
confined  to  one  side  of  a  navigable  river.  If  both  sides  were  occupied  eight  miles 
was  the  limit ;  1ml  they  might  extend  inland  from  the  river  as  the  situation  of  the 
colonists  would  demand  or  permit.  This  provision  applied  to  colonies  comprised  of 
fifty  adults.  The  limits  described  might  he  proportionately  enlarged  upon  the  addi- 
tion of  a  sufficient  number  of  immigrants. 

Each  Patroon  was  to  receive  the  free  title  to  his  lands  by  inheritance,  with  testa- 
mentary rights,  lie  was  first  in  command  of  his  manor,  with  exclusive  pfivileges 
as  to  fishing,  hunting  and  agriculture.    In  the  event  ol  the  development  of  his  little 
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empire  to  that  point  where  he  should  be  able  to  found  a  city,  his  charter  gave  him 
power  to  establish  officers  and  magistrates.  He  was  empowered  absolutely  to  make 
rules  for  the  government  of  his  colonists,  providing  that  they  should  conform  to  the 
laws  of  the  parent  government.  In  order  to  appeal  from  a  decision  made  by  one  of 
the  Patroons'  manorial  courts,  it  was  necessary  that  the  judgment  should  be  for  fifty 
guilders  or  more,  in  which  event  the  case  might  be  carried  to  the  director  and  coun- 
cil in  New  Netherlands.  The  tenants  of  the  manor  were  to  be  free  from  taxes  of  all 
lands  during  the  lirst  ten  years.  No  colonist  was  allowed  to  leave  the  colony  during 
his  term  of  service  without  the  written  consent  of  the  Patroon,  and  the  company 
contracted  to  do  everything  in  its  power  to  capture  and  ret  urn  fugitive  colonists. 

The  trade  arrangements  between  the  company  and  the  Patroons  were  very  liberal 
for  the  times,  it  would  appear.  They  were  allowed  to  trade  along  the  Atlantic  coast 
of  North  America,  with  the  single  provision  that  all  cargoes  were  to  be  sent  (irst  to 
Manhattan,  where  a  duly  of  live  per  cent,  should  be  paid  to  the  company  before 
shipment  to  Holland.  The  company,  however,  reserved  the  sole  right  to  trade  in 
the  skins  and  furs  of  all  animals.  The  colonists  also  were  not  allowed  to  weave  any 
cloths,  on  pain  of  punishment.  This  restriction  applied  to  all,  whether  independent 
or  under  patroons,  The  company,  on  the  other  hand,  contracted  to  protect  and  de- 
feud  all  the  colonists  against  all  wars  and  powers,  whether  inter-colonial  or  internal. 
The  company  also  agreed  to  furnish  as  many  negro  laborers  as  they  conveniently 
could,  for  as  long  a  time  as  was  convenient  to  the  company.  A  wise  provision  was 
that  the  colonists  should  provide  and  support  a  minister  and  a  schoolmaster. 

One  of  the  first  of  the  Dutch  capitalists  to  accept  the  tempting"  offer 
of  the  Dutch  West  India  company  was  Killiaen  Van  Rensselaer.1 
Bastiaen  Jansen  Kxol,  commissary,  and  Dierck  Cornelissen  Duyster, 
tinder-commissary  at  Fort  Orange,  having  learned  that  a  tract  of  land 
called  by  the  Indians  Sannahagog,  or  Sanckhagag,  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Hudson,  or  the  North  river  as  it  was  then  known,  extending  from 
Beeren  island,  called  Passapenock  by  the  Indians,  tip  to  the  Smackx 
island,  and  "  extending  two  days'  journey  into  the  interior,"  was  for 
sale,  purchased  it  from  l'aep  Sikenekomptas,  Nancouttansha]  and  Sick- 
oti.ssen,  the  native  proprietors,  for  Killiaen  Van  Rensselaer,  who  had 
heard  of  it  from  Krol.  The  sale  was  effected  April  8,  Hn50.  In  fttly 
of  the  same  year  '  Sillis  Hoossett  purchased  for  Van  Rensselaer  "  from 
Cottomack,  Nawanemit,  Abantzene,  Sagisguwa  and  Kanamoack,  the 
lands  lying  south  and  north  of  Fort  Orange  and  extending  to  within  a 
short  distance  of  Moenimines  Castle,  then  situated  on  what  is  now 
called  Haver  island;"  and  from  Nawanemit,  one  of  last  named  chiefs, 
his  grounds,  "called  Semesseeck,  stretching  on  the  east  side  of  the  river, 

1  The  references  employed  in  writing  the  history  of  the  Colons'  of  Rensselacrwyck,  were  sug- 
gested by  William  Bayard  Van  Rensselaer,  esq.,  of  Al  bany,  a  direct  lineal  descendant  of  Killiaen 
Van  Rensselaer. 
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from  opposite  Castle  island  to  a  point  facing  Fort  Orange,  and  thence 
from  Paetanaek,  the  Mill  creek,  north  to  Negagons."  These  convey- 
ances were  ratified  on  the  same  day  that  the  charter  of  L(i2fJ  was  pro- 
claimed at  Fort  Amsterdam.  April  L3,  1:637,  an  intervening  district 
"called  Papsickenekaas,  or  Papsskanea  as  the  name  was  afterwards 
pronounced,  lying  also  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  and  extending  from 
opposite  Castle  island  south  to  the  point  opposite  Smackx  island,  and 
including  the  adjacent  islands  and  all  the  lands  back  into  the  interior, 
belonging  to  the  Indian  owners,  was  purchased  'for  certain  quantities 
of  duffels,  axes,  knives  and  wampum,'  also  for  Van  Rensselaer,  who 
thusbecame  proprietor  of  a  tract  of  country  twenty-four  miles  long  and 
forty-eight  miles  broad,  containing,  as  is  estimated,  over  seven  hun- 
dred thousand  acres  of  land,  which  now  compose  the  counties  of  Al- 
bany, Rensselaer,  and  part  of  the  county  of  Columbia."1 

Determined  that  no  one  should  take  advantage  of  what  he  believed 
to  be,  and  what  subsequently  proved  to  be,  a  great  opportunity  in  the 
way  of  acquiring  a  naturally  rich  and  exceedingly  fertile  country,  he 
made  hasty  arrangements  to  send  out  a  colony  and  take  possession  of 
the  lands  on  both  sides  of  the  noble  Hudson  river  at  the  head  of  navi- 
gation. With  the  keen  eye  of  an  experienced  Dutch  trader  he  foresaw 
the  great  benefits  which  would  fall  to  the  colony  w  hich  .should  be  es- 
tablished at  this  point,  where  ships  might  be  loaded  with  case  and  at 
small  expense  and  sail  direct  for  any  part  of  the  world,  making  allowance 
for  the  customs  restrictions  imposed  by  the  company  from  which  he- 
was  to  receive  the  privileges  referred  to.  Early  in  the  spring  of  1630 
he  gathered  together  a  small  body  of  emigrants,  farmers  and  their 
families,  wuli  a  small  stock  ot  cattle  and  horses  and  what  farming 
utensils  they  w  ould  need  at  the  start,  and  put  them  in  charge  o!  a  trust) 
overseer,  or  "upper  bouwmeester,"  named  Wolfert  Gerritson.  These 
men  and  women,  after  being  told  exactly  what  would  be  expected  of 
them  and  the  benefits  which  would  fall  to  them  by  diligenl  efforts  on 
their  part,  embarked  for  the  New  World  at  the  Texel  in  a  small  ship 
called  the  "Eendragt,"  or  "Unity,"  of  which  John  Brouwer  was 
captain. 

Upon  their  arrival  at  Fort  Orange  they  at  once  began  the  settlement 
of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerwyck  after  the  plans  which  had  been  laid 
out  for  them  by  their  patroon.     Soon  after  their  arrival  Gillis  Hoos- 

'  Munsell's  Annals  ..l  Albany,  Vol.  I,  p.  is;. 
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sett,  acting  as  the  special  agent  of  the  patroon,  secured  from  the  Indians 
the  second  grant  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  north  of  that 
obtained  by  Krol.  The  council  at  Manhattan  retained  exclusive  con- 
trol of  Fort  Orange  and  the  land  immediately  surrounding  it,  which  was 
in  the  midst  of  the  Van  Rensselaer  grant,  so  that  Fort  Orange  itself, 
and  its  successor,  the  city  of  Albany,  were  never  a  part  of  the  domain 
of  the  patroon.  The  council,  however,  confirmed  the  two  purchases 
made  by  the  patroon,  on  Aug.  8  and  13,  IGoO,  respectively,  and  at  the 
same  time  issued  the  formal  patents  therefore,  placing  under  feudal 
rule  a  territory  which  now  forms  the  larger  part  of  the  counties  of 
Rensselaer  and  Albany.  This  domain  for  generations  thereafter  was 
known  as  the  colony  of  Kcnsselacrwyck,  and  subsequently  as  the  manor 
of  Rensselaer w)'ck, 

The  large  grant  received  by  Van  Rensselaer  caused  feelings  of  jeal- 
ously to  arise  among  other  capitalists.  This  sentiment  of  dissatisfac- 
tion increasing,  the  patroon  decided  that  it  would  be  politic  for  him  to 
make  a  show  of  dividing  his  estate.  lie  therefore  divided  it  into  live 
parts,  retaining  two  of  the  shares  for  himself  and  deeding  the  balance 
about  equally  among  Samuel  Godyn,  f ohn  De  Lac t  and  Samuel  Bloem- 
maert.  With  the  latter  were  associated  Adam  Bissels  and  Touissaint 
Moussart,  who  were  by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  co-directors  of 
Renssclaerw  vek.  De  Laet  received  that  portion  which  now  includes 
the  village  of  Greenbush;  Godyn's  island  is  on  the  same  side  of  the 
river  a  short  distance  to  the  south;  Bloemmaert's  share  was  about  the 
mouth  of  the  small  stream  which  later  was  known  as  Patroon 's  Creek. 
Notwithstanding  this  division  it  will  be  seen  that  the  portion  reserved 
for  Van  Rensselaer  was  the  most  extensive  and  most  valuable  portion 
< if  the  grant. 

The  English  confirmation  of  the  patent  to  Killiaen  Win  Rensselaer 
given  by  Thomas  Dongan,  an  English  Governor,  dated  November  4, 
1 085,  describe;;  the  boundaries  of  the  several  purchases  made  by  the 
agents  of  Van  Rensselaer  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  south  end  ol  or  part  oi  Berrent  Island  on  Hudson's  River  and 
extending  northwards  up  along  both  sides  of  the  said  Hudson's  River  auto  a  place 
heretofore  called  the  Rahoos,  or  the  great  tails  of  the  said  river,  and  extending  itseh 
east  and  west  from  each  side  of  the  .said  River  backwards  into  the  woods  24  English 
miles,  as  also  a  certain  tract  of  land  situate,  lying  and  being  on  the  East  side  of 
Hudson  River  beginning  at  the  creek  by  Major  Abraham  Staet's  and  so  along  the 
said  river  southward  to  the  south  side  of  Vaxtrix  Island  by  a  creek  called  Waghan- 
kasigh,  stretching  from  thence  with  an  easterly  line  into  the  woods  "-'-I  English 
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miles  to  a  place  Wawanaquiasick,  ami  from  thence  northward  to  the  head  of  said 
creek  by  Major  Abraham  Staet's  aforesaid.  1 

In  L030  a  commissary  of  the  Dutch  YVest  India  company  had  pur- 
chased of  the  Indians  two  tracts  on  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson  River 
for  Killiaen  Van  Rensselaer.  Seven  years  later  ( 1  iy.V] )  Van  Rensselaer 
purchased  the  tract  on  the  opposite  or  east  side  of  the  river  for  certain 
quantities  of  duffels,  axes,  knives  and  wampum,  and  thus  became  the 
proprietor  of  a  tract  of  country  2-1  miles  along  the  river  and  48  in  ex- 
tent east  and  west.  Over  tin's  tract  he  possessed  all  the  authority  of  a 
sovereign  and  made  a  huge  outlay  for  its  settlement,  giving  it  the  name 
of  Rensselaerwyck. 

A  copy  ot  a  map  of  that  portion  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck 
lying  east  ol  the  Hudson  River,  comprising  the  major  part  of  what  is 
now  Rensselaer  county,  is  herein  given,  showing  the  farms  or  different 
parcels  of  land  as  they  were  originally  hud  out  in  the  manor,  under  the 
manorial  leases,  many  of  which  retain  their  original  boundaries  to  this 
day.8 

livery  year  new  immigrants  arrived  and  the  colony  became  even 
more  prosperous  and  the  patroon  more  wealthy  than  he  had  anticipated. 
All  the  settlers  had  live-stock,  seeds  and  farming  utensils.  The  land 
was  leased  of  the  patroon  at  an  annual  rental,  payable  in  grain,  beeves 
and  wampum,  Or  a  share  of  the  products  of  the  land  such  as  the)'  might 
be.  The  average  rate  of  rent  demanded  was  ten  bushels  of  wheal  per 
hundred  acres  per  annum.  The  patroon  and  his  partners  were  in- 
vested with  lull  authority  in  civil  and  military  affairs,  subordinate 
only  to  the  I  Hitch  West  India  company  and  the  government  of  1  lolland. 
Thev  had  their  forts,  soldiers,  cannon  and  courts  of  justice.  The 
management  ol  the  colon)'  was  vested  in  a  conn  i>r  board  consisting  of 
four  persons  or  voles,  of  which  Van  Rensselaer  held  two;  Bloemmaert, 
or  Missels,  one;  and  De  Laet,  or  Moussart,  one.  Van  Rensselaer  was 
not  to  have  any  authority  superior  to  his  associates  except  the  title 
of  patroon,  which,  with  all  its  feudal  honors,  was  vested  in  him 
alone.     The  other  partners  bound  themselves  to  do  fealty  and  homage 

'This  Patent  excepted  Port  Albany  from  tin-  southernmost  end  "i  the  pasture  lying  over 
against  i lie  north end  of  Martin  tiarriuson's  Island  in  i in-  post  on  i he  north  side  of  i Ik-  said  town, 
where  it  was  formerly  marked  by  Ciov.  Sluyvcsant,  ami  s>>  backward  into  the  woods  northwest 
lii  ISuglish  miles. 

-This  map  is  a  copy  of  the  original  map  of  the  eastern  hall  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerwyck, 
now  in  the  possession  of  Jeffrey  1'.  Thomas,  civil  engineer  and  surveyor,  of  Troy.  Ii  is  bafieved 
t.>  be  the  only  map  >ii  iis  kind  m  i  xistcucc. 
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for  the  fief  on  his  demise,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his  son  and 
heirs. 

The  court  of  the  colony  exercised  executive,  legislative  or  municipal, 
and  judicial  functions.  It  was  at  one  time  the  governor,  the  legisla- 
ture and  the  supreme  court.  It  was  composed  of  two  commissaries 
called  "  geconimitteerden  "  and  two  councilors  called  "  gerechts  per- 
soonen, "  also  raetspersoonen,  raedtsvrienden  or  "schepenen."  The 
former  were  legislators  more  than  anything  else,  and  the  functions  of 
the  latter  were  more  like  those  of  the  country  justice  of  to-day,  There 
was  also  a  sheriff  or  "  schoutliscaal ;"  a  constable,  or  "gerechts-bode," 
and  a  secretary  or  clerk  for  the  court  and  the  colony  in  general. 

The  office  of  sheriff  was  the  most  importanl  in  the  colony.  The 
first  sheriff  of  Rensselaerwyck  was  Jacob  Albertsen  Planck,  and  the 
first  colonial  secretary;  who  was  also  superintendent  of  the  colony,  was 
A  rend  t  Van  Corlaer  or  Van  Curler.  He  was  succeeded  in  LG42  by  An- 
thony de  Hooges.  Brant  Peelen,  Gerrit  de  Reus,  Cornelis  Teunissen 
van  Breuckelen,  Pieter  Cornelissen  van  Munickendam  and  Dirck  fans- 
sen  were  among  the  earliest  magistrates  of  Rensselaerwyck.  Sheriff 
Planck's  successor  was  Adriaen  van  der  Donck,  who  in  turn  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Nicolaus  Coorn.  Andries  ]ansz  was  the  first  schoolmaster, 
beginning'  his  service  in  LG4o. 

Arendt  Van  Corlaer  (or  Van  Curler)  came  from  Holland  in  1G30  as 
assistant  commissary  of  the  patroon,  but  soon  after  his  arrival  he  was 
appointed  commissary-general,  or  superintendent  of  the  colony,  and 
acted  as  colonial  secretary  until  10-12.  His  jurisdiction  extended  from 
Beeren  island  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mohawk  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 
In  he  rescued   Father  |ogues  from  the  Mohawk   Indians;  in  10-10 

he.  married  Antonia  Slag'hboom  and  visited  Holland;  and  on  his  return 
moved  to  the  Hats  above  Albany,  where  he  had  a  farm;  in  1 059  he  held 
a  conference  with  the  Mohawks  at  Caughnawaga  and  renewed  the 
treat)' of  sixteen  years' st, Hiding  with  them.  lie  was  one  of  the  leaders 
in  the  settlement  of  Schenectady  in  1001.-02. 

The  original  journal  of  Arendt  Van  Corlaer's  expedition  to  the  coun- 
try of  the  Mohawks  and  Senecas  in  1034-35,  which  was  translated  for 
the  first  time  in  the  summer  of  ]S!»5  by  General  James  Grant  Wilson 
of  New  York,  is  justly  considered  as  of  great  historical  value,  inasmuch 
as  it  antedates  any  other  existing  document  relating  to  the  history  of 
New  Netherland,  and  also  in  that  it  comes  from  the  pen  of  one  of  those 
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who  were  very  closely  id  entitled  with  the  early  life  of  the  colony  of 
Rensselaerwyck.  He  was  the  Indians'  great  friend  and  they  were  all 
his  friends.  As  General  Wilson  says,  in  Ids  preface  to  the  translation 
of  the  journal  of  Van  Corlaer: 

A  monument,  perhaps  without  a  peer  ou  the  pages  of  the  history  of  New  Nether- 
land,  was  that  erected  in  the  hearts  of  the  Mohawks,  Senccas  and  other  native 
tribes,  as  well  as  in  the  hearts  of  the  French  of  Canada,  to  Arendt  Van  Corlear,  a 
man  of  large  benevolence  and  unsullied  honor,  in  remembrance  of  the  kindness,  the 
justness,  and  the  mercy  by  which  he  so  won  the  affections  of  the  simple  sous  of  the 
forest,  ever  open  to  the  manifestations  of  regard  for  their  wel fare,  that,  when  taken 
from  them  by  death,  t hey  extended  his  name  to  every  governor  of  the  province  of 
New  York  for  many  years,  with  the  signification  "good  friend,"  and  all  that  that 
title  implies. 

Van  Corlaer  was  a  cousin  of  feremias  Van  Rensselaer  and  a  nephew 
of  Killiaen  Van  Rensselaer.  Me  took  up  his  residence  in  Rensselaer- 
wyck at  what  afterward  was  known  as  Port  Orange.  He  was  at 
once  thrown  in  contact  with  the  Indians,  and  by  his  uniform  fair- 
ness and  kindness  to  them  he  so  won  their  esteem  that  his  wishes 
were  law  to  them.  Many  a  time  when  they  were  greatly  provoked  by 
the  whites  he  restrained  them  from  acts  of  violence.  I  lis  great  strength 
with  the  red  men  was  so  generally  recognized  that  when  the  English 
succeeded  the  Dutch  in  the  control  of  the  province  in  LGG-i,  Governor 
Nicoll  consulted  him  on  the  interests  of  the  country  generally  and  on 
Indian  affairs  particularly  and  through  him  paved  the  way  to  the  ag- 
gressive alliance  between  the  hive  Nations  and  the  Government,  an 
alliance  which  was  maintained  for  more  than  a  century.  Early  in  the 
summer  of  1(H>7  Van  Corlaer  started  on  a  visit  to  Ouebec,  in  response 
to  an  urgent  invitation  from  his  friends  there,  lie  never  returned. 
While  attempting  to  cross  bake  Champlain  in  a  frail  canoe  he  was  over- 
taken by  a  storm  and  drowned  near  Split  Rock,  in  the  bay  called  by  the 
French  "  Baye  Corlar,"  now  Perne  bay,  Essex  county,  New  York. 

In  Ki4;j  Arendt  Van  Corlaer  married  Antonia  Slaghvoorn,  widow  of 
Jonas  Bronek,  a  patentee  of  lands  in  Westchester  county.  In  1001  he 
organized  an  association  and  purchased  the  Schon  >wc  flats  west  of 
Albany,  which  he  named  Schaenedestctle,  "the  beautiful  town,"  near 
Schenectady,  which  was  his  home  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Upon  the 
death  of  his  widow  in  1 077  li is  estate  passed  into  the  hands  of  strangers. 

December  11,  1034,  Von  Corlaer  started  on  a  journey  "  to  the  Ma- 
cptas  and  Sinnekens  Indians  "—the  Mohawks  and  Senccas.   In  his  jour- 

• 


22  LANDMARKS  OF  RENSSELAER  COUNTY. 


I 


i 


4 

i 


nal  he  states  that  "the  reason  why  we  went  was  that  the  Ma<|iias  ami 
Sinnekens  very  often  came  to  our  commissioners  (Martin  Gerritsen  and 
me)  stating  that  there  were  French  Indians  trading  in  their  land,  and 
that  the  Maqnas  wished  to  go  there  and  trade  with  their  skins,  because 
the  Maquas  Indians  wanted  to  receive  just  as  much  lor  their  skins  as 
the  French  Indians  did."  Von  Corkier  was  accompanied  l>v  feronimus 
la  Crock,  William  Tomassen  and  five  Maqnas  Indians.  On  the  first  of 
January,  1  G<55,  a  treaty  of  peace  for  four  years  was  signed  by  the  Ma- 
nilas and  Sinnekens  and  the  French  Indians  Von  Corlaer  and  his 
party  did  not  reach  Fort  <  >range  on  their  return  until  fanuary  '.'I. 

fohannes  Megapolensis  was  called  from   Holland  to  serve  as  first 
pastor  of  the  little  colony.     For  the  convenience  of  the  sett  lers  at  <\  reen- 
bush,  called  Tuscameatick  by  the  Indians,   a   ferry  was  soon  a'ter  es 
tablished  near  the  foot  of  the  creek  called  Beaver's  kill,  and  from  that 
day  to  this  it  has  continued  in  constant  operation. 

In  Gerrit  Swart  received  his  commission  as  sellout,  or  sheriff, 
of  Rensselaerwyck  and  was  sent  to  this  country  from  Holland  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  that  office,  the  most  important  executive  office  in 
the  colony.  In  his  commission  were  these  words:  "He  shall  use  for 
his  dwelling  the  house  formerly  used  by  the  former  preacher,  situated 
in  Greenbush,  and  there  reside  with  his  family,  and  exercise  and  dis- 
charge his  aforesaid  office  with  all  diligence  and  fidelity,  according  to 
the  laws,  edicts  and  ordinances  already  or  to  lie  enacted  there."  On 
his  departure  he  received  instructions  which  contained  these  important 
clauses:  "  Having  arrived  with  God's  help  at  the  island  of  Manhattan, 
he  shall  proceed  by  the  first  opportunity  to  the  Colonic  and  report  him- 
self to  |au  Baptist  Van  Rensselaer  and  make  known  unto  him  his  qual- 
ity l)V  exhibition  of  his  commission  and  instructions.  lie  shall  above 
all  things  take  care  that  Divine  worship  shall  be  maintained  in  said 
Colonic,  conformably  to  the  Reformed  Religion  oi  this  Country,  as  the 
same  is  publicly  taught  in  these  United  Provinces.  He  shall  in  like 
manner  pa)'  attention  that  the  Lord's  Day,  the  Sabbath  of  the  New 
Testament,  be  properly  respected  both  by  the  observance  of  hearing 
the  Holy  Word  as  well  as  the  preventing  all  unnecessary  and  daily 
labor  on  said  day.  And  whereas  it  is  a  scandal  that  the  Christians 
should  mingle  themselves  unlawfully  with  the  wives  or  daughters  of 
the  heathen,  the  officer  shall  labor  to  put  in  execution  the  placards  and 
ordinances  enacted  or  to  be  enacted  against  the  same  and  strictly  exact 
the  fines  imposed  hereby  without  any  dissimulation." 
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The  winter  of  1646-47  was  remarkably  long  and  severe  and  caused 
much  suffering  among  the  colonists.  The  Hudson  froze  over  at  Rens- 
selaerwyck  as  early  as  November  24,  and  remained  closed  until  the  lat- 
ter part  of  March.  Upon  the  melting  of  the  snow  and  ice  at  that  tune 
a  great  freshet  occurred.  The  water  surrounded  Fort  Orange,  nearly 
carrying  it  away,  and  a  number  ol  horses  were  drowned  in  their  sta- 
bles. At  the  same  time  the  inhabitants  on  both  sides  of  the  river  were 
amazed  at  seeing  a  fish  of  great  size,  "snow  white  in  color,  round  in 
the  body  and  blowing  water  out  of  its  head,"  swimming  up  the  stream. 
The  ignorant  and  superstitions  among  them  feared  that  the  visit  of  this 
monster  of  the  deep  would  bring  with  it  some  dire  calamity,  and  their 
fears  were  heightened  when  the  first  thunder  and  lightning  of  the  year 
came,  while  this  mysterious  monster  swam  hither  and  thither,  evidently 
looking  for  a  way  to  escape  This  monster  had  hardly  disappeared 
when  another,  more  mysterious  still,  forty  feet  long,  brown  in  color, 
having  tins  on  its  back  and  also  electing  water  from  the  top  of  his  head, 
put  in  an  appearance.  This  visitor  was  at  once  pronounced  a  whale 
by  some  mariners  who  were  familiar  with  the  leviathan,  and  the  strain 
upon  the  public  nerve  was  relieved.  Soon  alter  it  was  learned  that 
this  whale  had  become  stranded  on  an  island  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mo- 
hawk river,  and  within  a  few  days  the  flesh  of  the  animal  was  roasted, 
and  most  of  the  oil  extracted.  Four  other  whales  grounded  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  Hudson  in  the  same  year.  Why  they  should  have  as- 
cended the  river  so  far  is  a  matter  of  conjecture. 

Johannes  Van  Rensselaer,  heir  to  the  patroonship,  was  a  minor  at  the 
death  of  his  father  and  the  duties  of  the  office  devolved  on  his  uncle, 
Johannes  Van  Wely,  ami  Wouter  Van  Twiller.  The  immediate  man- 
agement of  the  estate  was  entrusted  to  brant  A  rent  Van  Slcchtcnhorst 
of  Nieukerke,  in  Guilderland,  who  assumed  most  of  the  powers  of  the 
patroon.  Van  Slechtenhorst  made  an  attempt  to  extend  the  colony  of 
Rensselaerwyck  to  the  south,  but  he  met  with  opposition  and  the 
scheme  was  abandoned. 

In  L645  the  colonists  were  threatened  with  an  attack  by  the  Mohawk 
Indians,  but  an  embassy  of  diplomatic  Dutchmen  visited  the  rcdmen 
made  them  presents  and  returned  with  assurances  that  there  would  be 
no  trouble. 

There  was  a  collision  between  the  authorities  of  the  colony  and  the 
provincial  government  in  L65.1  on  account  ol  a  demand  for  a  subsidv 


24 


LANDMARKS  OF  RENSSELAER  COUNTY. 


from  Rensselaer wyck.  The  colonists  had  already  refused  to  pay  the 
excise  on  wines  and  liquors  consumed  by  them,  on  the  ground  that 
such  a  policy  was  an  invasion  of  the  freedoms  and  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  customs  of  the  Fatherland.  Van  Slechtenhorst  was  commis- 
sioned to  proceed  to  New  Amsterdam  to  remonstrate  with  the  directors 
and  council  against  it,  and  while  there  he  was  arrested  and  held  four 
months,  on  order  of  Stuyvesant,  the  governor,  notwithstanding'  his 
protests  and  those  of  the  authorities  of  Rcnsselaerwyck.  lie  finally 
escaped  and  returned  to  Fort  Orange.  But  feeling  continued  to  run 
high  over  the  question  as  to  whether  Fort  Orange  was  properly  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  Rensselaerwyck  or  not,  and  if  so,  what  constituted 
Fort  Orange  proper.  Several  collisions  occurred  between  the  two  fac- 
tions. Stuyvesant  sent  a  placard  to  the  fort  defining  the  limits  of  that 
settlement,  but  Slechtenhorst  protested  against  its  reading  and  in  the 
confusion  that  followed  the  document  was  torn  up  by  jean  Baptist  Van 
Rensselaer.  Stuyvesant  immediately  dispatched  another  decree  to 
Joannes  Dyclcman,  the  company's  commissar}',  declaring  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Fort  Orange  to  extend  within  a  circumference  of  000  paces  from 
the  fort.  This  act,  violent  and  illegal,  contrary  to  the  charter  ami  in 
defiance  of  the  rights  of  property,  severed  the  town  of  Beverwyek 
from  Rensselaerwyck.  Despite  the  protests  of  the  authorities  bever- 
wyek was  finally  given  a  separate  tribunal,  not  many  years  after  be- 
coming the  city  of  Albany. 

Jeremias  Van  Rensselaer  succeeded  his  brother  |ean  Baptiste  as 
director  of  the  colony  in  1G58,  his  administration  extending  over  a 
period  of  sixteen  years  and  being  characterized  by  rare  discretion.  lie 
was  highly  respected  and  very  inlluential  iiinong  both  the  French  and 
the  Indians.      lie  died  Oct.   12,  1(584. 

The  eldest  son  of  Jeremias,  named  K'illiaen,  was  the  first  lord  of  the 
manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  which  he  represented  in  the  provincial 
assembly  twelve  years,  beginning  in  LC91.  In  1703  he  was  called  to 
the  council,  and  in  the  following  year  he  conveyed  Claverack,  or  the 
"  lower  manor,"  as  it  was  known,  with  the  Cralo  estate  at  Greenbush, 
to  his  younger  brother  Iiendrik. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerwyck  the  population 
consisted  of  three  classes  principally.  The  most  inlluential  of  these 
were  the  freemen,  men  and  women  of  fair  intelligence,  who  had  emi- 
grated from  Holland  at  their  own  expense.     A  second  class  was  com- 
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posed  of  the  farmers,  a  highly  desirable  lot,  mostly  adult  men,  whose 
expenses  were  paid  by  the  patroonj  except  in  rare  instances.  The 
third  class  was  made  up  of  farm  laborers  and  other  servants,  who  were 
sent  from  Holland  by  the  patroon.  The  extensive  resources  of  Killiaen 
Van  Rensselaer  were  freely  applied  to  furthering  the  interests  of  those 
who  had  helped  him  to  settle  his  colony,  for  he  realized  that  their  suc- 
cess meant  his  success  and  their  failure  meant  his  failure.  Whenever 
he  learned  of  any  difficulties  which  had  beset  them  he,  through  his 
agents,  was  quick  to  extend  a  helping  hand.  Considering  the  times 
and  the  conditions  surrounding  the  colony  and  its  inhabitants  it  may  be 
said  that  he  was  in  a  certain  sense  a  benefactor.  Lack  of  capital  rarely 
embarrassed  any  of  his  dependents.  In  the  beginning  he  laid  out  sev- 
eral fine  farms  on  the  fertile  Hats  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  On  these 
he  erected  substantial  dwelling  houses,  barns  and  stables,  and  at  his 
own  expense  stocked  them  with  cattle  and  horses,  and  in  some  cases 
with  sheep,  lie  also  paid  for  the  necessary  farming  implements,  and 
whenever  the  occupant  of  a  farm  applied  to  him  for  other  necessities 
the  appeal  was  not  allowed  to  go  unheeded.  Thus  it  was  that  the  first 
patroon  caused  to  be  established  the  most  substantial  colony,  in  many 
ways,  in  the  New  Netherlands,  and  which  has  been  evolved  into  one  of 
the  richest  and  most  prosperous  communities  which  has  succeeded  any 
colony  formed  in  America  in  the  lust  half  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

The  famous  anti-rent  troubles  and  their  tragedies,  which  for  years 
agitated  not  only  the  territory  formerly  known  as  the  colony  and  later 
as  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  but  also  a  large  section  contiguous 
thereto,  grew  out  of  the  ill-advised,  pernicious  system  of  the  lease-hold 
tenure  of  the  soil  which  formed  one  of  the  principal  institutions  in  the 
foundation  of  Rensselaerwyck.  It  was  the  one  weak  spot  in  the  great 
plan  of  the  promoters  of  the  early  settlement.  It  was  not  in  accord 
with  the  principles  for  which  the  average  immigrant  forsook  the  Old 
World  for  the  New,  and  in  the  natural  order  of  things  the  system  was 
doomed  to  fall.  An  idea  of  what  this  system  was  may  be  gleaned  from 
the  following,  which  is  a  copy  of  the  lease  granted  to  Arendt  Van 
Corlear,  by  which  he  came  into  possession  ol  the  property  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Hudson,  at  Port  Schuyler,  which  subsequently  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Schuyler  family: 

We,  guardians  and  tutors  of  Jean  Van  Rensselaer,  Patroon  ol'  the  colonie  called 
Rensselaerswyck,  situate  on  the  North  River,  in  New  Netherlands,  &c,  have  leased 
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and  farmed  unto  Arent  van  Curler,  who  hereby  also  acknowledges  to  have  leased 
and  farmed  from  us,  under  the  following  slated  conditions,  restrictions,  and  stipula- 
tions, the  Bouwery  named  the  Flatte  (de  Vlachte)  and  the  hereafter  mentioned  ap- 
purtenances for  the  term  of  six  successive  years,  the  farm  lease  beginning  and  termin- 
ating on  the  first  of  September,  and  that  of  the  house  on  the  first  of  May,  one 
thousand  six  hundred  eight  and  forty. 

I.  Firstly,  the  Patroon  retains  lor  himself  the  tenths  ol  all  grain  fruits,  the  products 
which  shall  be  raised  off  this  bouwery. 

II.  This  bouwery  contains  about  morgens  of  farm  land,  of  \\  hich  the  lessee 

shall  be  bound  yearly  to  cultivate    morgens,  and  may,  m  addition,  clear  as 

much  land  as  he  shall  be  able  to  till  with  his  people,  without  subletting  or  farming 
the  same  during  the  continuance  of  the  lease,  with  the  understanding  that  the  lessee 
shall  take  the  crops  standing  in  the  field  on  the  commencement  hereof,  such  as  they 
are,  paying  the  Patroon  therefor  according  to  the  valuation  of  impartial  persons,  the 
Patroon  agreeing  on  the  other  side  to  take  the  crops  which  shall  be  standing  on  the 
expiration  ol'  this  lease  at  a  valuation, 

III.  The  lessee  shall  be  entitled  to  so  much  pasture  as  he  shall  require  for  his 
cattle  without  paying  any  extra  rent  further  than  only  one  guilder  for  every  swine 
that  ranges  in  the  woods. 

I V.  And  lor  the  Cultivation  of  the  said  bouwerie  there  shall  be  delivered  to  him 
for  his  use  six  cows,  two  heifers  (veers  pincken),  six  mares,  and  two  studs  or  oxen 
from  among  those  on  this  bouwery,  and  that  on  halves,  to  wit,  one-hall  the  produce 
shall  be  for  the  Patroon,  and  the  other  half  lor  the  lessee,  it  being  well  understood 
t hat  the  lessee  is  bound  to  restore  the  given  number,  according  to  the  choice  of  the 
Patroon,  anil  to  divide  the  remainder,  half  and  half,  w  ithout  the  lessee  pretending 
to  have  any  claim  for  their  maintenance  01  payment,  or  for  the  above-mentioned 
restitution. 

Y.  And  it  is  specifically  conditioned  that  the  lessee  shall  not  have  power  to  keep 
on  this  bouwery  any  other  cattle  of  private  individuals,  nor  to  lend,  alienate,  or  give 
away  during  the  continuance  of  the  lease  of  this  bouwery,  any  ol  the  received  stock, 
without  our  special  consent,  and  he  shall  duly  convey  and  ride  all  the  manure  on  and 
over  the  land. 

VI.  For  the  use  ol  which  bouwery,  and  occupancy  of  the  house,  the  lessee  shall 
pay  yearly  to  the  Patroon  the  sum  of  aim  guilders  |!ji'200) ;  but  for  the  lirst  year  a 
deduction  of  l.">0  guilders  |§(>0]  shall  be  made  in  regard  that  he  convey  his  laborers 
thither  at  his  olvu  expense, — which  payment  shall  be  made,  the  lirst  hall'  in  Novem- 
ber, and  the  other  half  in  February,  in  merchantable  beaver  hides,  at  four  guilders 
the  pound,  or  in  grain  at  the  current  rate  as  the  same  is  sold  in  the  colonic,  or  in 
ready  current  money. 

VII.  The  lessee  shall  be  holden  to  keep  the  houses  and  buildings  in  good  repair, 
and  to  preserve  and  maintain  the  bouwerye  in  good  order,  at  his  own  expense,  pro- 
vided the  house  shall  be  lirst  delivered  to  him  wind-  and  weather-tight,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  the  lease,  he  shall  deliver  it  up  in  the  same  state. 

VIII.  It  is  well  understood  that  the  lessee  is  holden  over  and  above  the  aforesaid 
rent,  during  the  winter  season,  to  cut  in  the  forest  for  the  Patroon,  ten  pieces  ol  oak 
or  fir  wood,  which  shall  be  pointed  out  to  him,  and  bring  the  same  to  the  shore, 
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also,  every  year,  to  give  three  days'  services  with  his  wagon  anil  horses,  to  tlic 
Patroon  or  his  guardians;  also,  each  year,  to  cut,  split,  and  bring  to  the  water-side, 
two  fathoms  of  hickory  or  other  fire-wood,  further,  te)  deliver  yearly  to  the  Director, 
as  quit-rent,  one-hall  mud  (two  bushels)  wheat,  five-and-twenty  pounds  of  butter, 
and  two  pair  of  fowls 

IX.  The  lessee  shall  not  lodge  any  strange  traders  in  his  house  nor  bring  nor 
receive  their  goods,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  all  the  conditions  granted  to  him,  and  lo  be 
ejected  as  a  perfidious  man. 

X.  And  in  ease  any  question  should  arise  .between  the  lessee  and  others,  the  same 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  commissioners  there,  without  any  appeal  or  further  com- 
plaint being  allowed. 

XI.  The  lessee  submits  himself,  moreover,  as  a  faithful  subject  to  all  the  regula- 
tions, orders,  and  conditions  made  by  the  I'atroou,  and  read  before  him,  regarding 
dwelling  together,  and  to  all  the  statutes  anil  ordinances  to  be  hereafter  made. 

XII.  The  lessee  promising,  on  the  passing  of  the  aforesaid  lease,  to  comport  him- 
self faithfully  in  the  said  quality,  and  to  fully  follow  the  same ;  nor  lo  defraud  the 
Patroon  in  the  least,  nor  in  the  most  directly  nor  indirectly,  all  under  mortgage  of 
Ins  person  and  goods,  moveable  and  immoveable,  having  and  to  have,  submitting  I  he- 
whole  thereof,  and  the  adjudication  thereof,  to  the  constraint  of  all  laws  and  judges. 

XIII.  Finally,  have  the  guardians  ami  lessors  reserved,  in  ease  the  aforesaid 
bouwerye  should  be  leased  by  the  commissaries  there,  before  the  arrival  of  the 
lessee  there,  that  this  lease  shall  be  null,  and  the  aforesaid  Curler  being  shown 
another  bouwerye,  the  commissaries  there  shall  in  that  case  agree  with  him  there- 
upon, wherewith  Curler  is  satisfied  and  agreed. 

A  good  idea  of  the  condition  of  the  Dutch  settlements  in  Rensse- 
laervvyek  and  elsewhere  along  the  Hudson  river  in  their  earliest  days 
may  be  gleaned  from  the  following  contribution  to  a  London  publica- 
tion— the  Planter's  Plea — in  L(J30,  from  the  pen  of  an  Knglishman  : 

This  w  Inch  i '.lev  have  settled  in  New  Fnglund  upon  Hudson's  rivor,  w  ith  no  extra- 
ordinary charge  or  multitude  ol  people,  is  knowne  to  subsist  in  a  comfortable  manner, 
and  to  promise  fail  he  both  to  the  slate  and  undertakers.  The  cause  is  evident :  The 
men  whom  they  carrie,  though  the)'  be  not  many,  are  well  chosen,  and  knownetobe 
useful  and  serviceable;  and  they  second  them  with  seasonable  and  lit  supplies,  chei 
ishine,  them  as  carefully  as  their  own  families,  and  employ  them  in  profitable  labors, 
that  are  knowne  to  be  of  special]  use  to  their  comfortable  subsisting. 

This  was  the  view  taken  by  a  disinterested  critic  who  evidently  had 
learned  much  of  the  character  oi  the  persons  who  were  to  become 
colonists  before  the  first  expedition  left  Holland.  The  extract  quoted 
is  of  value  in  reminding  us  of  the  qualities  of  the  early  colonists  and 
the  care  taken  in  selecting'  them  and  providing  for  them  by  the  lirst 
patroon.  Ten  years  after  this  was  written  the  thrifty  Dutchmen  who 
had  located  on  both  banks  of  the  Hudson,  or  North  river,  as  it  was  com- 
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monly  known  in  the  earlier  days,  had  become  swell  a  body  of  traders 
that  they  found  it  almost  impossible  to  supply  the  Indians,  particularly 
the  ferocious  Mohawks,  with  the  muskets  and  powder  which  the  latter 
sought  with  great  avidity.  The  business  grew  to  great  proportions  and 
for  some  time  about  every  settler,  whether  a  farmer  or  not,  was  a  trader 
principally.  The  Indians  willingly  paid  as  much  as  twenty  beavers  for 
a  musket,  many  times  its  worth,  and  from  ten  to  twelve  guilders  or  its 
value  in  barter  for  a  pound  of  gunpowder.  As  soon  as  the  great  profits 
accruing  from  these  transactions  became  known  outside  the  colony 
other  traders  from  Holland  brought  over  large  quantities  of  guns  and 
other  munitions  of  war  and  the  Mohawks,  the  best  customers  of  the 
Dutchmen,  soon  became  the  best  armed  of  the  Indian  tribes  and  made 
raid  after  raid  upon  neighboring  tribes  from  the  north  end  of  Lake 
Champlain  to  the  island  of  Manhattan. 

From  the  original  records  of  the  transactions  of  the  colony  which 
have  been  preserved  it  is  evident  that  one  of  the  principal  aims  of  the 
founders  of  the  colon)'  was  to  secure  lor  themselves  the  valuable  trade 
in  furs,  the  principal  market  lor  which  centered  at  the  point  where  they 
made  their  purchases  and  began  their  settlement.  To  secure  to  them- 
selves this  trade  the)'  rigidly  excluded  from  the  colon)'  all  foreign  and 
unlicensed  traders.  The  hutch  West  India  company  had  ceased  to 
keep  Fort  Orange  supplied  with  foreign  goods  and  the  patroon  and  his 
partners  were  alone  privileged  to  import  foreign  merchandise  of  any 
character.  In  the  beginning  all  the  colonists  were  bound  under  oath 
not  to  purchase  any  furs  from  the  Indians  without  first  having 
obtained  a  license  so  to  do.  It  was  comparatively  easy  to  enforce  this 
rule,  by  reason  of  an  article  in  the  charter  defining  the  rights  of  the 
patroon  in  this  direction.  Later. on  most  of  the  settlers  procured  this 
license  and  thereafter  they  were  privileged  to  trade  with  the  Indians  in 
furs  as  well  as  other  articles.  The  patroon,  however,  under  this 
arrangement  retained  hall'  the  profits  of  all  the  transactions  for  awhile, 
his  agreement  with  the  colonists,  who  became  dissatisfied,  subsequently 
entitling  him  to  only  one  sixth  of  the  beavers  and  one  guilder  duty  on 
the  other  five-sixths.  Under  this  plan  prices  became  so  high  that  the 
authorities  of  Kurt  Orange  and  Rensselaerwyek  were  obliged  to  fix  a 
limit  to  the  price  to  be  paid  and  to  prohibit  one  trader  from  taking 
advantage  of  another  by  going  into  the  woods  to  trade,  all  the  traders 
thereby  being  placed  on  an  equal  footing. 
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The  license  system  introduced  by  the  patroon  and  the  great  profits 
which  resulted  incited  a  number  of  private  individuals  to  embark  in 
the  fur  trade  surreptitiously,  in  defiance  of  the  restrictions  imposed  by 
the  patroon.  Within  a  short  time  the  private  traders  secured  prac- 
tically all  the  benefits  of  exchange  with  the  Indians  by  meeting  the 
latter  secretly,  paying'  higher  prices  than  the  colonists  were  allowed  to 
pay  and  securing  all  the  most  valuable  skins,  while  the  servants  of  the 
patroon  and  the  company  could  rarely  buy  a  skin.  Sailing  vessels 
came  up  the  river  in  defiance  of  the  rules  laid  down  and  carried 
away  thousands  of  furs,  and  the  colony  was  soon  on  the  verge  of 
impoverishment.  To  put  an  end  to  this  infringement  on  his  charter 
rights  the  patroon  caused  to  be  erected  a  fortified  trading  post  on 
Beeren  island,  the  southern  boundary  of  the  colony,  determined  to 
prevent  illicit  traders  from  entering  his  domain.  This  plan  caused  so 
much  trouble  that  the  council  at  Manhattan  was  compelled  to  interfere, 
on  the  ground  that  the  patroon  had  no  right  to  prevent  vessels  from 
navigating  the  Hudson,  nor  to  impose  any  tax  on  them  for  so  doing. 
The  principle  upon  which  the  council  stood  was  that  the  patroon  had 
no  authority  over  Fort  Orange  and  that  t<  interfere  with  traffic  to  and 
from  that  Fort  would  be  disastrous  to  its  interests.  Notwithstanding 
this  decision,  over  which  there  was  much  wrangling,  the  patroon  con- 
tinued to  hold  the  fort  some  time  and  to  levy  taxes  upon  all  strangers 
who  entered  the  colony  by  that  route  for  the  purpose  of  trade. 

Although  we  have  no  positive  record  of  the  fact,  the  first  white  man 
to  make  a  settlement  in  any  part  of  what  is  now  Rensselaer  county  was 
probably  Gerrit  Tunnis  Qe  Rene,  who  located  opposite  Fort  Orange  in 
the  present  town  of  tireenbush.  That  he  had  become  established  at 
that  point  and  begun  the  tilling  of  the  soil  and  the  raising  of  stock  even 
before  the  colon)'  of  ICilliaen  Van  Rensselaer  was  founded  is  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  as  earl)' as  Kiol,  according  to  authentic  information,  his 
farming  interests  were  well  advanced.  How  many  years  before  that 
time  he  actually  took  possession  of  the  lands  is  not  shown  by  any 
records  extant,  judging  from  accounts  of  the  condition  of  his  farm  in 
1G31  it  must  have  been  under  cultivation  for  three  or  four  years  when 
reference  to  it  in  existing  records  was  made.  Fort  Orange  was  built 
in  1628.  Previous  to  that  time,  however,  the  Dutch  had  made  settle- 
ments on  an  island  just  south  of  Fort  Orange,  called  Fort  Nassau,  and 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Normans  Kill;  ami  it  is  highly  probable  that  some 
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settlement  was  made  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  fully  as  early.  The 
fact  that  the  settlers  on  both  sides  of  the  river — as  is  shown  by  the  early 
records  for  many  years — considered  themselves  as  belonging  to  the 
same  little  colony  would  indicate  that  settlements  were  made  mi  both 
the  west  and  east  banks  at  about  the  same  time.  It  is  certain,  however, 
that  Gerrit  Tunnis  I)e  Rene  had  occupied  his  farm  in  Greenbnsh  for 
one  year,  if  not  for  three  or  four,  when  his  name  and  property  first 
appear  upon  the  public  records.  .Some  writers  have  assumed  that  it 
would  not  be  amiss  to  fix  the  date  ;.t  L 628,  but  this  question  is  one  that 
never  can  be  settled,  nor  is  it  of  prime  importance. 

While  there  doubtless  were  several  other  settlements  of  land  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  Hudson  earlier  than  Hj-Mi,  the  authentic  records  re- 
lating to  them  have  been  lost,  with  rare  exceptions.  In  that  year  we 
learn  that  Thomas  Chambers  leased  a  bouwery  between  the  Poestenlcill 
and  the  Wynantskill,  opposite  the  farm  called  the  Flatt,  which  was 
leased  to  Arendt  van  Curler  in  1G4-7  and  which  afterward  became  the 
Schuyler  farm.  Chambers's  farm  occupied  much  of  the  land  embraced 
in  the  site  of  the  southern  part  of  the  city  of  Troy.  The  lease  given 
to  Chambers  by  the  authorities  of  the  colony  of  Rcnsselaerw vck  has 
been  preserved  among  the  archives  of  Albany  count}-.  It  reads  as 
follows : 

This  day,  7th  September,  anno  1046,  the  presiding  officers  of  the  colonie  Rens- 
selaerwyck  on  one  side,  and  Thomas'  Chamber  on  the  other,  have  agreed  and  con- 
sented about  a  certain  parcel  of  land,  lying  right  opposite  the  bouwerie  called  the 
Flatt  pie  Vlaehte),  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  between  the  two  kills,  which  land 
he,  Thomas  aforesaid,  shall  occupy  as  a  bouwerie  I'm'  the  term  of  live  successive  years, 
commencing  the  l">th  November,  anno  III  1 1,  on  the  follow  ing  conditions: 

Thomas  Chambci  shall  build  free  of  all  cost  and  charges,  and  without  claiming  a 
doit  in  return  from  the  Lord  I'atroon,  at  his  own  expense,  a  f  arm  house  sixty  feet 
long,  twenty  feet  wide  ill  the  clear,  the  projection  and  all  in  proportion,  as  occasion 
may  require,  all  faithful  and  firm  work,  without  further  specifying  the  same;  but  in 
all  its  parts  and  members  similar  to.  the  barn  ol  the  Foenje.  A  dwelling  house  apart 
and  separate  I  loin  the  barn,  thirty-two  feet  long,  eighteen  feet  wide,,  with  a  projec- 
tion on  one  side,  the  posts  above  the  beams  projecting'  two  feet  and  a  half,  honest 
work,  without  specification,  and  without  any  expense  to  the  Patroon  as  aforesaid. 
Further,  the  haggarts,  palisades,  and  in  fine  everything  free  of  charge  to  the  Patroon. 

(  >n  condition  of  receiving  in  hand  two  marcs  and  two  studs,  and  moreover,  two 
milch  cows,  the  increase  being  on  halves;  but  herein  he  shall  enjoy  the  privilege  of 
the  bouweries  which  shall  1  le  leased  on  the  arrival  of  the  1  (irector  ;  the  risk  is  also  half 
and  half,  except  such  as  the  Indians  may  kill,  which  shall  be  at  the  sole  risk  of  the 
Patroon,  on  sufficient  proof  being  brought  thereof.    In  case  any  opportunity  shall 
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offer  to  erect  a  mill  on  the  aforesaid  bouwerie,  the  said  Thomas  shall  be  preferred 
before  all  others,  on  the  same  condition  as  others,  or  as  shall  then  be  agreed  upon. 
For  the  summer  sowing  of  the  year  1047  shall  be  given  tenths,  and  therewith  be  quit. 
The  last  seed  which  he  shall  plant  in  the  bouwerie  he  is  at  liberty  to  thresh  without 
payment, 

The  tenths  of  the  lease  years  remain,  as  on  the  other  bouweries.  The  risk  of  the 
houses  and  barns  remain  at  the  charge  of  Thomas  Chamber.  The  said  Thomas 
shall  preserve  the  said  house  and  barns  above  and  around,  and  within,  in  linn  and 
fast  repair,  without  allowing  any  damage  to  befall  them,  and  the  land  all  around, 
as  far  as  is  necessary,  enclose  with  fences  not  over  two  years  old,  delivering  up  and 
transporting  to  the  Lord  Patroon,  01  his  resident  agent  here,  free  of  cost  and  charges, 
at  the  expiration  of  his  lease.  And  the  said  houses,  barns,  and  fences,  shall  be  the 
Patroon' s  rent  for  the  aforesaid  live  years. 

In  case  it  should  happen,  which  God  forbid,  that  w  ar  should  break  out  between  us 
and  the  Indians,  and  Thomas  be  obliged  to  lly  from  the  bouwerie,  the  time  that 
he  shall  be  absent  shall  be  allowed  him,  and  the  time  begin  again  when  he  shall 
return. 

And  whereas  Thomas  Chambers  demands  assurance  that  these  conditions  shall  be 
ratified  by  the  Lords  Masters  without  diminution,  addition,  or  annulment,  therefore 
do  we,  in  the  name  of  the  Lords  aforesaid,  promise  and  garanty  to  the  said  Thomas 
that  there  shall  be  no  failure  or  neglect  in  whatever  is  mentioned  and  agreed  upon 
here,  but,  on  the  contrary,  all  shall  be  maintained  even  as  il  our  Lords  aforesaid 
themselves  drew  them  up. 

Thomas  Chambers  shall  yearly  pay,  as  an  acknowledgment,  live  and  twenty 
pounds  of  butter,  during  his  lease.  lie  shall  make  use  of  lus  pasture  above  and 
below  his  bouwerie  without  let  or  hindrance. 

Their  worships,  the  presiding  officers  aforesaid,  agree  that  he,  Thomas,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  above  five  successive  years,  shall  cultivate  the  said  bouwerie  still 
three  further  years,  provided  he  pay  in  addition  to  the  tenths  live  hundred  guilders 
yearly  from  the  produce  of  the  said  bouwerie,  at  a  valuation  according  to  the  rate 
that  grain  shall  sell  for  at  that  time,  and  in  addition  to  the  aforesaid  horses,  one 
m.ue  and  one  siud  shall  be  delivered  to  linn,  according  to  agreement. 

Chambers  was  a  fanner  ft  the  first  class;  rich,  for  those  clays,  and 
a  man  of  influence.  He  paid  his  own  expenses  over  from  Holland  and 
stocked  his  own  farm.  Be  was  ambitions  and  consequently  became 
restless  and  dissatisfied  tinder  the  restraint  to  which  he  was  subjected 
as  a  simple  colonist  in  the  feudal  system  established  by  the  patroon. 
Less  than  six  years  after  having  obtained  his  valuable  lease  he  left 
Kensselaervvyck  with  some  of  his  neighbors  and  removed  to  Atkarkar- 
ton,  or  ISsopilS,  he  and  his  companions  becoming  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  the  county  of  Ulster.  All  other  traces  oi  the  earliest  occupation  of 
lands  within  the  limits  of  the  county  of  Rensselaer  are  either  de- 
stroyed or  are  so  vague  that  nothing  definite  or  satisfactory  is  t<>  be 
gleaned  from  them. 
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CHAPTER  r\T. 

The  French  and  Indian  War — Cause  of  the  Hostilities — Expeditions  Against  Canada 
— Origin  of  Yankee  Doodle—English  Control  of  the  Colony — The  Strife  Over  the 
Government  of  the  Hampshire  Grants — Outrages  Committed  by  the  Bennington 
Mob — Temporary  Government  Organized  by  the  Insurgents. 

The  history  of  the  tremendous  struggle  known  as  the  French  and 
indian  war,  in  reality  a  succession  of  wars  extending  over  a  period  of 
about  a  century  and  a  half,  properly  exploited,  would  require  volumes 
in  the  telling.  The  part  which  Rensselaer  count)-  played  in  this  long- 
continued  war  was  not  of  great  importance,  still  it  deserves  a  place  in 
the  archives  of  the  county.  The  struggle  was  one  lor  the  control  oi 
the  continent  by  three  great  nations.  On  the  one  hand  were  arrayed 
the  Dutch  and  the  English  and  their  Indian  allies  in  New  Netherlands 
and  New  England;  opposed  to  them  were  the  French  and  their  Indian 
allies  in  the  north  country,  mainly  the  valley  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  In 
reality  it  was  the  final  struggle  between  France  and  England  for  co- 
lonial supremacy  on  the  great  American  continent.  A  sense  of  com- 
mon danger  led  the  colonists  on  the  Atlantic  coast  in  and  about  New 
York  to  unite  to  resist  the  impending  domination  of  the  French.  The 
causes  of  the  war  were  of  long  standing,  but  the  actual  contest  did 
not  begin  until  1 7<VI.  The  territorial  claims  of  the  French  and  English 
conflicted  on  al I  sides.  The  sea  coast  had  been  colonized  by  Holland  and 
England,  and  the  Dutch,  many  years  before,  had  surrendered  the  gov- 
ernmental functions  in  New  Netherlands  to  the  English  and  the  colon)' 
had  become  New  York.  The  interior  of  the  continent  had  been  col- 
onized by  France,  and  England  had  few  inland  colonies.  The  French 
knew  that  if  they  could  obtain  control  of  the  great  valley  of  the  Ohio 
they  could  confine  the  provinces  of  Great  Britain  to  the  country  east  of 
the  Alleghany  mountains.  To  accomplish  this  became  for  the  time 
the  sole  ambition  of  the  French;  to  prevent  the  success  of  the  scheme 
became  the  determination  of  the  English.  Thus  matters  stood  at  the 
opening  of  the  French  and  Indian  war. 


EARLY  FRENCH  AND  INDIA N  STRUGGLES. 


The  immediate  cause  of  the  hostilities  was  a  conflict  between  colo- 
nists of  the  two  nations  on  the  frontier  during  the  initial  attempts  to 
colonize  Ohio.  Bach  knew,  in  general,  something  of  the  designs  of 
the  other  and  there  was  a  hot  strife  to  sec  which  should  first  success- 
fully occupy  the  land. 

The  troubles  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  colony  of  New  York  began  in 
16()5  or  1.666.  In  the  latter  year  two  expeditions  against  the  Mohawks 
left  Canada.  The  first  was  under  Governor  Courcelle  and  left  Quebec 
January  9,  but  proved  unsuccessful.  The  second  left  Fort  St.  Anne, 
on  the  Isle  La  Motte,  at  the  northern  end  of  Lake  Champlain,  in  Octo- 
ber, under  Marquis  de  Tracy,  lieutenant-governor  of  New  Prance,  and 
was  composed  of  GOO  regular  troops.  They  passed  through  Saratoga 
county  and  reached  the  Mohawk  valley  not  far  from  Schenectady. 
Their  campaign  was  a  triumphant  one.  Throughout  the  entire  Mohawk 
valley  they  met  with  no  opposition  and  they  laid  waste  the  Indian 
castles  and  cornfields,  taking  possession  of  the  country  in  the  name  of 
Prance.  They  then  returned  unmolested  to  Canada  and  the  savage 
Mohawks,  now  completely  humbled,  made  no  demonstration  against 
any  of  their  neighbors  for  a  score  of  years. 

From  L(>86  to  1095  the  Mohawks  and  the  French  continued  the  strug- 
gle, which  had  been  renewed  by  the  former  in  revenge  lor  the  spoliation 
of  their  beautiful  valley  twenty  years  before.  In  August,  KJ89,  the 
Mohawks,  900  warriors  strong,  journeying  most  of  the  distance  in  bark 
canoes  through  Lake  George  and  Lake  Champlain,  invaded  the  very 
stronghold  of  the  French  on  the  island  of  Montreal,  carrying  death  and 
destruction  with  them  Late  in  the  following  winter  the  bloody  mas- 
sacre at  Scheneetadv  occurred,  when  Lieutenant  Le  Moyne  de  St. 
Melene,  with  a  band  of  French  soldiers  and  then'  Indian  allies  from  the 
north,  swept  down  upon  the  little  hamlet  at  midnight  on  the  Sth  of 
February,  1690,  slaughtered  most  of  the  inhabitants  and  drove  the  rest 
from  their  homes. 

The  first  call  for  a  general  congress  of  the  American  colonies  was 
made  by  Massachusetts  in  1690  in  accordance  with  a  popular  demand 
that  the  colonies  should  organize  an  armed  force  for  common  defence 
against  the  French  and  Indians.  Tn  accordance  with  the  call  commis- 
sioners from  the  colonies  of  New  York,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
Virginia  and  Maryland  met  in  the  city  of  New  York  May  1,  J(i!l(),  and 
agreed  to  raise  a  force  of  8o5  men  to  repel  the  French  and  Indian  in- 
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vasion  and  if  possible  to  wrest  Canada  from  the  French.  The  cam- 
paign was  a  disastrous  one.  In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the 
congress  an  expedition  was  fitted  out  and  placed  in  command  of 
Gen.  Fitz-John  Winthrop  of  Connecticut.  Winthrop  left  Hartford 
July  14,  1690,  and  August  2  met  Major  Peter  Schuyler  of  Albany  at 
Saratoga.  They  pushed  on  a  short  distance  north,  but  finally  aban- 
doned the  idea  of  fighting,  leaving  the  first  expedition  of  the  united 
forces  a  complete  failure.  A  short  time  afterward,  however,  Capt. 
John  Schuyler,  brother  of  Peter,  made  a  raid  upon  the  Canadian  settle- 
ment of  La  Prairie.  The  year  afterward  Major  Peter  Schuyler  at- 
tacked the  same  place;  but  the  raid  was  of  no  practical  benefit  to  the 
united  colon ies. 

In  1.709,  during  Queen  Anne's  war,  another  expedition  against  Can- 
ada was  planned,  and  June  1  it  stalled  out  in  command  of  Gen.  Nich- 
olson. Divisions  of  the  little  army  were  in  command  of  Peter  Philip 
Schuyler,  now  a  colonel,  and  his  brother,  [ohn  Schuyler,  who  had  be- 
come a  lieutenant-colonel.  They  built  several  torts  along  the  upper 
Hudson,  which  they  named  respectively  Fort  Ingoldesby,  after  the 
lieutenant-governor  of  the  province  of  New  York;  Fort  Saratoga,  Fort 
Miller  Palls,  Fort  Nicholson,  in  honor  of  the  commanding  general ;  and 
Fort  Schuyler,  later  called  Fort  Anne.  This  expedition  also  was  a 
failure.  Aug.  ;M,  1711,  Gen.  Nicholson  headed  another  expedition 
from  Albany,  but  returned  after  reaching  Fort  Anne  and  learning  that 
the  English  fleet  in  the  St.  Lawrence,  which  was  to  co-operate  with 
him,  had  been  almost  destroyed  by  severe  storms  and  1,000  men  lost. 
This  ended  this  campaign,  which  the  first  continental  congress  thought 
would  be  successful,  oven  expedition  having  accomplished  practically 
nothing. 

For  over  thirty  years  alter  Nicholson's  last  expedition  peace  reigned 
throughout  the  valleys  of  the  Hudson  river  and  bake  Champlain. 
The  latter  had  become  a  province  of  France  and  the  construction 
by  the  French  of  Fort  St.  Frederick,  at  Crown  Point,  was  evidence 
that  they  proposed  to  defend  what  they  considered  their  rights  in  that 
region.  The  most  northerly  of  the  English  settlements  was  at  Sara- 
toga when  hostilities  were  renewed,  in  1745.  The  attacking  part}' 
were  the  French  and  their  northern  Indian  allies,  who,  at  the  dead  of 
night  on  Nov.  15,  descended  without  warning  upon  the  settlement  al 
Saratoga,  killed  and  scalped  30  of  the  inhabitants  and  took  nearly  00 
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prisoners.  This  raid  was  the  signal  for  general  hostilities.  For  over 
two  years  massacres  followed  one  another  in  rapid  succession,  the 
methods  of  warfare  pursued  being  those  of  the  Indians.  They  usually 
came  without  a  moment's  warning,  descending  upon  the  settlers  with 
a  rush,  murdering  or  scalping  large  numbers  in  Saratoga,  Washington 
and  Rensselaer  counties  and  completing  the  desolation  of  the  country 
by  the  application  of  the  torch.  Peace  was  once  more  proclaimed  in 
May,  1748,  and  for  seven  years  thereafter  the  colonists  were  allowed  to 
clear  the  land,  till  the  soil  and  indulge  in  trade  without  molestation. 

The  greatest  of  all  so-called  French  and  Indian  wars,  and  the  last, 
by  which  French  dominion  in  the  colonies  came  to  an  end  forever,  was 
that  which  began  in  175o.  The  war  was  simply  the  culmination  of  all 
the  previous  unsettled  disputes.  Both  France  and  England  realized 
that  it  was  the  final  struggle — the  fight  to  the  death.  In  anticipation 
of  the  impending  struggle,  a  congress  of  the  colonies,  the  second  con- 
gress of  the  kind  in  the  history  of  the  country,  was  held  at  Albany  June 
1!),  1754.  The  objects  of  the  congress  were  twofold:  First,  to  renew 
the  treaty  with  the  Iroquois  Indians;  second,  to  arouse  the  colonial 
authorities  to  the  necessity  of  some  concerted  action  against  the  French. 
It  was  at  this  congress  that  Benjamin  Franklin  offered  his  famous 
plan  of  union,  generally  called  the  "Albany  plan,"  by  which  he  pro- 
posed to  unite  all  the  Fnglish  colonies  in  America  under  one  general 
government,  with  headquarters  in  Philadelphia.  This  was  the  plan 
most  generally  favored  and  it  was  adopted  by  the  congress;  but  both 
the  colonial  legislatures  and  the  British  Parliament  promptly  rejected 
it,  and  the  first  attempt  at  federal  union  tailed.  In  the  meantime  the 
Iroquois  had  renewed  their  treaty.  England,  though  refusing  to  rec- 
ognize the  right  of  the  colonies  to  form  a  union,  even  for  protection, 
realized  that  her  honor  and  the  welfare  of  the  colonics  were  at  stake, 
and  Parliament  decided  to  send  an  army  to  America  to  help  the  colo- 
nists repel  the  French  invaders.  The  frontier  must  be  protected  against 
further  invasions  at  all  hazards,  said  the  English. 

While  war  had  not  been  declared,  it  was  decided  to  take  immediate 
steps  to  repel  the  French  on  the  western  and  northern  frontier.  A 
commander  was  assigned  to  each  colon)-.  Sir  William  Johnson  of 
Johnstown,  who  had  been  appointed  colonel  of  the  Six  Nations  in  174-4 
by  Governor  George  Clinton,  in  April,  L 7 5 5 ,  was  placed  in  command  of 
the  arm j'  in  the  colon}'  of  New  York  by  General  Braddock  and  given 
the  rank  of  major-general.     He  was  directed  to  enroll  a  force  of  vol- 
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unteers  and  Mohawks  in  British  pay,  and  to  capture  the  French  post  at 
Crown  Point. 

The  expedition  entrusted  to  Gen.  Johnson  was  most  important.  Its 
object  was  not  alone  to  capture  the  enemy's  fort  at  Crown  Point,  but 
also  to  drive  the  French  from  the  shores  of  Lake  Champlain.  His 
army  numbered  3,400  men,  including  a  body  of  excellent  fighters  from 
among  the  Mohawk  warriors.  The  active  work  of  the  campaign  began 
early  in  August,  when  General  Phineas  Lyman  in  command  of  the 
New  England  troops,  proceeded  to  the  Hudson  above  Albany  and  built 
Fort  Hardy  in  Old  Saratoga.  Further  up  he  built  Fort  Edward.  Gen. 
Johnson,  too,  constructed  several  forts.  The  scenes  in  this  war,  how- 
ever interesting  they  may  have  been  to  the  early  inhabitants  of  Rens- 
selaer count)',  must  be  dropped  here  with  tin's  passing  mention,  as  they 
had  no  bearing,  except  in  a  general  way,  upon  the  interests  of  the 
county. 

During  the  last  of  the  French  and  Indian  wars  Major-General  James 
Abercrombie,  with  more  than  10,000  British  troops,  in  1758,  encamped 
in  the  lower  part  of  what  is  now  Greenbush.  Soon  after  sixteen  co- 
lonial regiments  arrived  and  a  little  later  four  more  regiments  from 
Connecticut.  It  was  while  these  troops  were  in  camp  at  this  point  that 
the  song  known  as  Yankee  hoodie,  originally  intended  as  a  satire  on 
the  Connecticut  regiments,  was  composed  by  Dr.  Shackburg,  a  surgeon 
in  the  British  army.  The  general  appearance  of  these  troops  greatly 
amused  the  well  drilled  and  well  uniformed  British  soldiers,  and  they 
were  laughed  at  and  derided  until  they  became  a  by-word,  not  only  in 
the  camp  but  in  Albany.  They  were  called  Yankee  Doodles,  and  the 
son;;  which  Dr.  Shuclcbui'o  composed  was  dedicated  to  and  named  after 
them.  Tin'  music  was  adapted  from  an  old  song  written  in  England 
main-  years  before,  and  for  a  long  time  preserved  in  rhymes  of  the 
nursery  : 

"  Lucy  Locket  lost  her  pocket, 

Kitty  Fisher  found  it ; 
Nothing  in  it,  nothing'  in  it, 

But  the  binding'  round  it." 

Just  wdiat  Dr.  Shackburg's  composition  was  it  is  impossible  at  this 
day  to  tell,  for  parody  after  parody  has  been  written  since  that  time. 
The  tune,  however,  is  practically  the  same  to-day  as  it  was  when  the 
original  Yankee  Doodle  was  written,  except  for  the  interpolation  of  a 
few  notes  to  tit  the  increased  number  of  syllables  in  the  stanzas.  The 
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purpose  of  the  composition  was  fulfilled  and  the  Connecticut  soldiers, 
who  took  the  joke  good-naturedly,  called  it  "Nation  Fine."  Less  than 
a  score  of  years  afterward,  upon  the  surrender  of  General  Burgoyne  at 
Saratoga  October  1 7,  1777,  the  captured  enemy  marched  between  the 
lines  of  the  victorious  Yankees  to  the  tune  which  a  British  soldier  had 
composed,  and  which  by  that  time  had  become  the  only  national  air 
which  the  Americans  had. 

It  was  during  the  first  of  the  long  series  of  French  and  Indian  wars 
that  New  Netherlands  ceased  to  exist  and  New  York  took  its  place, 
Dutch  control  being  succeeded,  mercifully  without  resort  to  blood- 
shed, by  English.  The  stoiy  is  one  familiar  to  all.  The  Dutch  had 
tired  of  the  narrow,  selfish  dominion  of  the  Dutch  West  India  Com- 
pany. England  and  Holland  were  at  peace.  March  I  'I,  L064,  Charles 
II,  king  of  England,  gave  to  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  York,  two  ex- 
tensive patents  for  American  territory.  The  first  of  these  embraced 
the  district  reaching  from  the  Kennebec  to  the  St.  Croix  river,  the  sec- 
ond included  all  the  territory  between  the  Connecticut  and  the  Dela- 
ware rivers.  Thus,  with  one  stroke  of  the  pen,  the  unscrupulous  Eng- 
lish monarch  robbed  the  friendly  kingdom  of  Holland  of  the  great 
American  province  which  it  had  so  hardly  earned.  The  Dutch  West 
India  Company,  through  whose  efforts  the  valley  of  the  Hudson  and 
the  contiguous  territory  was  populated  and  the  development  of  its  re- 
sources begun,  was  treated  with  the  highest  contempt.  In  order  to 
leave  no  time  for  the  frustration  of  his  designs  the  Duke  of  York  made 
immediate  preparations  to  take  possession  of  the  vast  territory  granted 
him.  Richard  Nicolls  was  immediately  placed  in  command  of  an  Eng- 
lish squadron,  which  reached  Huston  in  July  and  proceeded  from  there 
to  New  Amsterdam.  The  licet  anchored  in  Gravesend  bay  August  28, 
an  English  cam])  was  pitched  without  delay  at  Brooklyn  ferry  and  be- 
fore the  sleep)'  Dutch  were  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  supremacy  of 
Holland  was  threatened  the  whole  of  bong  Island  had  been  subdued. 
Peter  Stuyvesant,  the  brave  and  loyal  governor  of  the  colony,  sent 
commissioners  to  inquire  the  meaning  of  the  hostile  demonstration. 
Nicolls  quietly  demanded  the  surrender  of  New  Amsterdam  and  New- 
Netherlands  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  England  and  the  Duke  of  York 
and  an  immediate  acknowledgment  of  the  sovereignty  of  England. 
Stuyvesant  thereupon  convened  the  council  of  New  Amsterdam.  The 
burgomasters,  who  truly  represented  the  spirit  of  the  majority  of  the 
colonists,  decided  to  surrender.     The  Dutch  had  been  witnessing  the 
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prosperity  and  development  of  the  English  colonics  in  New  England, 
while  they  themselves  were  held  in  check  for  the  sake  of  enriching  the 
West  India  company.  The  English  colonies  had  better  schools,  lighter 
taxes  and  there  were  practically  no  poor  among  them.  From  Troy  to 
New  York,  in  the  Dutch  colony,  there  was  not  an  institution  of  learn- 
ing worthy  of  the  name.  Liberty  and  personal  rights  were  hardly 
known  in  the  Dutch  district,  while  the  English  were  comparatively 
free  men.  Everything  tended  to  render  the  Dutch  dissatisfied  with 
their  lot.  Stuyvesant  doubtless  realized  these  facts,  as  did  the  burgo- 
masters of  New  Amsterdam,  but  he  was  loyal  to  his  country  and  en- 
deavored to  excite  those  under  him  to  fight.  But  he  was  forced  to 
capitulate,  and  Sept.  8,  lCli4,  New  Netherlands  ceased  to  exist  and  New 
Amsterdam  became  New  York.  Sixteen  days  afterward  Fort  Orange 
surrendered  and  thereafter  was  known  as  Albany,  these  two  principal 
cities  receiving  their  new  names  respectively  from  the  Duke  of  York 
and  the  Duke  of  Albany.  No  conquest  on  American  soil  was  ever 
more  complete  or  more  bloodless.  English  supremacy  was  established 
at  once  and  for  all  time. 

The  history  of  New  York  under  the  English  during  the  few  years 
immediately  succeeding  their  assumption  of  control  is  well  known. 
Richard  Nicolls,  the  first  English  governor  of  New  York,  began  his 
duties  by  settling  the  boundaries  of  his  province,  a  work  of  a  verv 
vexatious  character.  In  |0G7  he  was  superseded  by  Lovelace,  a  still 
greater  tvrant  than  Nicolls.  The  Dutch  and  English  colonists  were 
always  friends,  even  while  England  ami  Holland  were  at  war.  The 
reconquest  of  the  colony  by  the  Dutch  was  little  more  than  a  brief 
military  occupation  of  the  country,  the  civil  authority  of  Holland 
never  being  re-established.  The  administration  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros, 
a  miserable  failure,  witnessed  the  rapid  growth  of  the  popular  demand 
for  fuller  civil  rights  for  the  people  and  a  legislative  assembly,  Thomas 
Dongan,  a  Catholic,  became  governor  of  the  province  in  L 683,  with 
instructions  to  accede  to  the  popular  demand  and  call  an  assembly  of 
freeholders.  This  was  done  and  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
province  the  people  were  permitted  to  have  a  voice  in  the  selection  of 
their  rulers  and  the  framing  of  the  laws  which  were  to  govern  them. 
The  new  assembly  granted  all  freeholders  the  right  of  suffrage.  Trial 
by  jury  was  established;  taxes  should  no  more  be  levied,  it  was  de- 
clared, without  the  consent  of  the  assembly;  soldiers  should  not  be 
quartered  on  the  people;  martial  law  was  to  prevail  no  more,  and 
religious  liberties  were  guaranteed. 
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In  July,  1684,  the  governors  of  New  York  and  Virginia  met  the 
chiefs  of  the  Iroquois  and  adopted  a  treaty  which  provided  for  a  last- 
ing peace.  The  French  Canadians,  particularly  the  Jesuits,  made 
desperate  efforts  to  induce  the  Indians  to  go  back  on  their  word,  and 
even  invaded  the  Mohawk  valle)'  twice — in  1084  and  108? — as  described 
elsewhere,  with  the  intention  of  frightening  the  Mohawks  and  Oneidas 
into  submission  ;  but  without  avail.  The  friendly  Iroquois  from  this 
lime  on  were  a  bulwark  of  strength  to  the  English  and  Dutch,  and  it 
was  through  their  assistance  that  the  French  invaders  were  finally 
driven  back  to  Canada  forever. 

By  the  surrender  of  the  colony  to  the  English  in  I. CI 0-1  the  personal 
rights  of  the  colonists  were  secured  and  a  new  charter  was  granted  to 
the  patroon,  restricting  his  civil  power  but  confirming  the  relations 
existing  between  landlord  and  tenant.  \\y  laws  enacted  by  the  colonial 
legislature  a  few  years  subsequent  to  the  close  of  the  Revolution  the 
feudal  tenure  was  abolished,  but  the  proprietors  of  manor  grants  were 
unwilling  to  relinquish  their  feudal  claims,  and  continued  a  form  of 
deed  by  which  the  grantees  agreed  to  perform  certain  duties  and  make 
certain  payments  precisely  similar  to  those  abolished  by  the  laws.  The 
people  who  had  settled  on  these  manors  had  long  been  dissatisfied  and 
restive  under  the  feudal  exactions.  This  dissatisfaction  increased  as 
the  years  went  by  and  became  the  one  thing  above  all  others  which 
tended  to  make  the  inhabitants  of  the  manor  discontented  with  their  lot. 
The  taxes  imposed  were  not  very  high  but  the  principle  on  which  they 
were  levied  and  the  general  plan  of  land-tenure  was  one  which,  though 
originally  freely  accepted  bv  the  colonists,  was  not  in  harmony  with 
the  spirit  of  freedom  which  had  begun  to  pervade  the  new  country  and 
which  was  rapidly  developing  in  Rensselaerwvck  as  elsewhere.  It 
was  this  increasing  spirit  which  finally  culminated  in  the  famous  Anti- 
Rent  Wars,  during  which  the  distasteful  and  unpopular  feudal  system 
was  finally  overthrown. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  trace  the  history  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck through  all  the  subsequent  years.  The  main  p<  ints  of  interest 
are  found  in  the  brief  sketch  oJ  the  various  wars— -if  they  may  properly 
be  called  wars— between  the  French  and  Indians  of  the  north  and  the 
combined  forces  of  the  English,  hutch  and  Iroquois  on  the  south. 
After  the  English  came  into  control  affairs  in  Rensselaerwyck  went  on 
much  as  before.  Development  on  all  lines  was  gradual  and  marked  by 
no  event  worthy  of  a  prominent  place  in  the  annals  of  the. colony.  New 
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settlers  continued  to  arrive  and  trade  was  gradually  expanded  in  all 
direction's.  During  the  long  years  of  the  French  and  Indian  wars  the 
inhabitants  of  Rensselaerwyck  were  in  constant  fear  that  their  pros- 
perous colony  would  become  the  scene  of  some  conflict  such  as  those 
with  which  the  country  to  the  north  of  them  was  afflicted,  but  their 
fears  proved  groundless.  They  were  peaceful,  contented,  happy,  till- 
ing- the  soil,  erecting  new  farms,  indulging  in  trade  with  the  Indians 
and  in  turn  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  rapidly  growing  city  of  New 
York  and  with  English  ports.  Large  ships  ascended  the  river  and 
departed  richly  laden  with  the  wares  which  constituted  the  foundation 
of  their  wealth.  There  was  little  poverty.  The  inhabitants  were 
sturdy  and  resolute  and  gradually  worked  their  way  into  the  wilder- 
ness surrounding  them.  They  lived  simply  ami  in  harmony  with  one 
another.  Their  houses  were  humble,  but  there  was  no  lack  of  that 
hospitality  for  which  the  Dutch  were  noted  in  those  days.  Perhaps  the 
fact  that  many  years  passed  by  without  events  that  go  to  make  up  sen- 
sational history  accounts,  more  than  any  other  single  thing,  for  the 
conservative  spirit  which  characterized  the  inhabitants  of  Rensselaer 
county  in  succeeding  years. 

From  the  close  of  the  last  French  and  Indian  war  up  to  the  scenes 
connected  with  the  inauguration  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution  little  is 
to  be  said  of  the  progress  of  Rensselaer  count)-.  The  population  in- 
creased at  a  satisfactory  rate  and  the  natural  resources  of  the  county 
were  developed,  gradually  and  thoroughly.  The  inhabitants  were  too 
busily  occupied  in  attending  to  their  industrial  interests  to  pay  more 
than  passing  attention  to  the  events  preceding  that  memorable  struggle 
for  independence  and  which  engrossed  the  attention  of  the  cities  and 
more  populous  communities.  When  the  time  came  that  men  and 
money  were  needed  to  light  to  secure  the  independence  of  the  colonies, 
Rensselaer  county  was  not  found  lacking  in  patriotism,  as  the  annals  of 
the  county  show.  Before  the  actual  operations  of  this  great  struggle 
were  begun  the  colony  of  New  York,  and  particularly  that  portion  of 
it  now  embraced  in  Washington  and  Rensselaer  counties,  were  deeply 
agitated  over  a  bitter  controversy  respecting  the  title  of  certain  lands 
in  the  southern  part -of  the  "  Hampshire  Grants." 

The  Hampshire  Grants  constituted  practically  the  present  State  of 
Vermont,  and  the  ownership  of  the  territory  was  disputed  by  New 
York  and  New  Hampshire.  New  York  set  up  a  stout  claim  to  that 
section  comprised  in  the  town  of  Bennington  and  vicinity.  Rensselaer 
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county  still  formed  a  part  of  the  original  county  of  Albany,  and  Wash- 
ington county  was  embraced  in  Charlotte  county.  The  disagreement 
began  in  provincial  times  over  the  boundary  line  between  the  provinces. 
In  the  Great  Patent  of  New  England  granted  in  LG20  by  King  fames 
tlie  territory  was  described  as  follows: 

"All  that  circuit,  continent,  precinct  and  limits  in  America,  lying 
and  being  in  breadth  from  forty  degrees  northerly  latitude  from  the 
equinoctial  line  to  forty-eight  degrees  of  the  said  northerly  latitude, 
and  in  length  by  all  the  breadth  aforesaid,  throughout  the  mainland 
from  sea  to  sea,  with  all  the  seas,  rivers,  islands,  creeks,  inlets,  ports 
and  havens  within  the  degrees,  precincts  and  limits  of  the  said  latitude 
and  longitude. " 

Charles  II,  in  his  grant  to  the  Duke  of  York,  defined  the  boundaries 
of  the  province  of  New  Vork  "from  the  west  side  of  the  Connecticut 
river  to  the  east  side  of  the  Delaware  bay." 

These  boundaries,  as  defined,  led  to  many  years  of  bitter  contro- 
versy, which  was  not  terminated  until  the  colony  of  New  York  became 
a  State  at  the  close  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Governor  Benning 
Went  worth  of  New  Hampshire  and  Governor  Clinton  of  New  York 
endeavored  to  settle  the  boundary  in  1G40  to  allow  prospective  settlers 
from  New  Hampshire  to  take  uplands  in  the  disputed  territory.  Gov- 
ernor Clinton  maintained  that  the  Connecticut  fiver  was  the  eastern 
limit  of  the  province  of  New  York,  and  Governor  Wentvvorth,  who  had 
sent  out  a  surveyor  to  mark  the  line,  insisted  that  a  continuation  of  the 
western  boundary  of  Massachusetts  struck  the  Hudson  about  eigiity 
poles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Mohawk.  Governor  Clinton  still  object- 
ing to  having  his  domain  thus  narrowed,  Governor  Wcntworth  wrote 
that  inasmuch  as  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  laid  claim  to  the  land 
West  of  the  Connecticut  river  to  a  line  about  twenty  miles  east  of  the 
Hudson  and  running  about  parallel  with  the  stream,  he  should  insist 
upon  the  same  line  for  the  western  boundary  of  New  Hampshire,  thus 
laying  claim  lor  New  Hampshire  to  all  the  present  State  of  Vermont. 
To  make  good  his  claim  he  announced  that  he  had  already  made  one 
grant  to  colonists  of  about  thirtv-six  square  miles  of  land  north  of  the 
Massachusetts  line  and  about  twenty-four  miles  easterly  of  Albanv. 
This  township  Governor  Benning  Wcntworth  named  Bennington  in  his 
own  honor.  Governor  Clinton  asked  Governor  Wcntworth  to  annul 
the  grant  he  had  made,  but  this  the  latter  executive  firmly  declined  to 
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do.  This  wrangle  was  kept  up  for  fourteen  years,  and  in  the  mean 
time  the  colon}'  at  Bennington  continued  to  flourish. 

With  the  evident  intention  of  settling  officially  and  for  all  time  the 
controversy,  on  Dec.  28,  1703,  Cadwallader  Colden,  lieutenant-governor 
and  commander-in-chief  of  the  province  of  New  York,  issued  a  long 
proclamation  declaring  the  eastern  boundary  of  his  province.  After 
citing  the  conditions  of  the  grants  issued  by  King  Charles  March  12, 
10G3— 04,  and  June  29,  L074,  to  the  Duke  of  York,  and  calling  attention 
to  the  limits  of  New  Hampshire  as  defined  in  the  letters  patent  of  July 
:>,  1741,  the  ruler  of  New  York  declared  and  ordered: 

And  whereas  it  manifestly  appears  by  the  several  grants  or  letters  patents  above 
recited,  that  the  province  of  New  York  is  hounded  to  the  eastward  by  the  river  Con- 
necticut; that  the  province  of  New  Hampshire,  being  expressly  limited  in  its  extent 
westward  and  northward  by  His  Majesty's  other  governments,  is  confined  to  the 
same  river  as  to  its  western  boundary;  and  thai  the  said  government  of  New  Hamp- 
shire is  not  entitled  to  jurisdiction  westward,  beyond  the  limits  of  that  river. 

And  whereas  the  said  government  of  New  Hampshire,  the/  fully  apprized  of  the 
right. of  this  government,  under  the  Letters  Patent  aforementioned  to  the  Duke  of 
York;  and  sensible  also  that  His  Majesty  had  not  been  pleased  to  establish  othei 
boundaries  between  his  said  two  provinces,  hath  granted  lands  west  wai  d  of  Con- 
necticut river,  within  the  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  the  government  of  New  York; 
in  virtue  whereof,  sundry  persons,  ignorant  that  they  could  not  derive  a  legal  title 
under  such  grants,  have  attempted  the  settlement  of  the  lands  included  therein,  and 
have  actually  possessed  themselves  of  soil  before  granted  w  ithin  this  province;  while 
others  claiming  under  the  said  government  of  New  Hampshire,  have  endeavored  to 
impose  on  the  inhabitants  here,  by  offering  to  sale  at  a  low  rate,  whole  townships  of 
six  miles  square  lately  granted  by  the  government  westward  of  Connecticut  river, 

To  prevent  therefore  the  incautious  from  becoming  purchasers  of  the  lands  so 
granted,  to  assert  the  rights,  and  fully  to  maintain  the  jurisdiction  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the-  lh>  Majesty's  Province  of  New  York;  1  have  thought  lit,  with  the  ad- 
vice ol  His  Majesty's  council,  to  issue  this  proclamation,  hereby  commanding  and  re 
quiring  all  fudges,  Justices  and  other  civil  officers  within  the  same  to  continue  to  ex- 
ercise jurisdiction  in  their  respective  functions,  as  far  as  to  the  banks  of  Connecticut 
river,  the  undoubted  eastern  limits  of  that  part  of  the  province  of  New  York,  not- 
withstanding any  contrariety  of  jurisdiction  claimed  by  the  government  of  New 
Hampshire,  or  any  grant  of  lauds  westw  ard  of  that  river,  made  by  the  said  govern- 
ment, and  I  do  hereby  enjoin  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Albany,  to  return  to 
me  or  the  commander  in  chief,  the  names  of  all  and  every  person  and  persons,  who 
under  the  grants  of  the  government  of  New  Hampshire,  do  or  shall  hold  the  posses- 
sion of  any  lauds  westward  of  Connecticnt  river,  that  they  may  be  proceeded  against 
according  to  haw. 

On  March  13  of  the  next  year  Governor  Wentworth  issued  a  counter- 
proclamation  which,  after  citing  the  salient  points  in  the  grants  re- 
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ferred  to,  with  a  vastly  different  interpretation,  however,  and  referring 
in  a  sarcastic  vein  to  Gulden's  proclamation,  contained  these  clauses: 

The  said  proclamation  carrying  an  air  of  government  in  it,  may  perhaps  elfect  and 
retard  the  settlement  of  His  Majesty's  lands  granted  by  t his  government,  for  pre- 
venting an  injury  to  the  Crown  of  this  kind,  and  to  remove  all  doubts  that  may 
arise  to  persons  holding  the  king's  Grants,  they  may  he  assured  thai  the  patent  to 
(tie  Duke  is  obsolete,  and  cannot  convey  any  certain  boundary  to  New  York  that 
can  he  claimed  as  a  boundary,  as  plainly  appears  by  the  several  boundary  lines  of 
the  Jerseys,  on  the  west,  and  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  on  the  east,  which  are  set 
forth  in  the  proclamation  as  part  only  of  the  land  included  in  the  said  patent  to  the 
I  hike  of  York. 

To  the  end  therefore,  that  the  grantees  now  settled,  and  settling  on  those  lands 
under  His  Late  and  present  Majesty's  Charters,  may  not  be  intimidated,  or  in  any 
way  hindered  or  obstructed  in  the  improvement  of  the  land  so  granted  as  well  as  to 
ascertain  the  right  and  maintain  the  jurisdiction  of  His  .Majesty's  government  of 
New  Hampshire  as  far  westward  as  to  include  the  grants  made,  1  have  thought  lit, 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  His  Majesty's  council,  to  issue  this  proclamation  hereby 
encouraging  the  several  grantees  claiming  under  this  government,  to  be  industrious 
in  clearing  and  cultivating  their  lands  agreeable  to  their  respective  grants. 

And  I  do  hereby  require  and  command  all  civil  officers  within  this  province,  of 
what  quality  soever,  as  well  as  those  that  are  not,  as  those  that  are  inhabitants  on 
the  said  lands  to  continue  and  be  diligent  in  exercising  jurisdiction  in  their  respective 
oflices,  as  far  westward  as  grants  ol  land  have  been  made  by  this  government,  and 
lo  deal  with  any  person  or  persons,  that  may  presume  to  interrupt  the  inhabitants 
or  settlers  on  said  lands  as  to  law  and  justice  doth  appertain,  the  pretended  right  of 
jurisdiction  mentioned  in  the  aforesaid  proclamation  notwithstanding. 

The  court  at  St.  James  decided  the  contest  in  favor  of  New  York  by 
an  order  issued  July  20,  1704,  in  which  it  was  declared  that  "the  western 
banks  of  the  river  Connecticut,  from  where  it  enters  the  province  of 
the  Massachusetts  15av,  as  far  north  as  the  forty -fifth  degree  of  north- 
ern latitude"  were  "the  boundary  line  between  the  said  two  provinces 
of  New  Hampshire  and  Now  York."  But  the  controversy  was  not  to 
end  here.  Many  settlers  from  Connecticut  and  New  Hampshire  had 
entered  the  disputed  territory,  built  homes  and  commenced  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  land.  in  L708,  138  townships  had  been  laid  out  in  the 
Hampshire  Grants  with  the  permission  of  the  governor  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. The  colonists  organized  and  desperately  resisted  the  continued 
attempts  of  the  authorities  of  New  York  to  evict  them.  They  were  de- 
termined not  to  be  compelled  to  pay  New  York  for  their  land,  having 
already  paid  the  government  of  New  Hampshire  therefor.  In  retaliation 
for  the  efforts  of  the  New  York  officials  to  dispossess  them  they  ad- 
ministered many  a  sound  threshing  to  the  colonial  agents  who  visited 
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them  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing"  the  decree  of  the  English  govern- 
ment. Not  content  with  this  these  sturdy  pioneers,  goaded  to  despera- 
tion, organized  small  bands  and  invaded  Rensselaer  and  Washington 
counties,  killing  stock,  burning  buildings,  destroying  growing  crops 
and  committing  other  depredations. 

They  were  led  in  their  numerous  raids  by  Ethan  Allen,  Seth  Warner, 
Remember  Baker  and  others — all  true  patriots  during  the  fight  for  in 
dependence  which  followed  a  few  years  later— who  were  referred  toby 
the  New  York  authorities  as  "the  Bennington  mob."  The  Walloom- 
sac  patent  of  L2,0Q0  acres,  which  lay  partly  in  Rensselaer  county, 
parti}'  in  Washington  county  and  partly  in  Vermont,  was  the  theatre  of 
considerable  contention.  As  an  illustration  of  the  character  of  the 
clashes  which  occurred  the  following  old  account  will  suffice: 

[ames  Breakenridge  owned  a  farm  on  the  Walloomsae  Patent,  which  was  situated 
in  tlie  town  nf  Bennington,  near  the  line  of  Hoosick.  In  Jul)',  1771,  Henry  Ten 
liyek,  the  Sheriff  of  Albany  County,  summoned  u  posse,  numbering  'Jon  or  300  of  the 
principal  citizens  of  the  city,  and  started  to  take  possession  of  Breakenridge's  farm, 
held  under  a  grant  from  New  Hampshire.  The  first  da)-  they  proceeded  toSancoik, 
near  North  Hoosick,  w  here  they  remained  over  night.  The  citizens  had  received 
warning  of  their  approach  and  had  assembled,  resolved  to  defend  the  rights  of  their 
neighbor.  When  the  Sheriff's  posse  arrived  at  what  is  now  known  as  the  Henry 
Bridge,  they  were  stopped  by  a  small  guard  placed  there  for  that  purpose,  while  a 
large  number  w  ere  concealed  at  a  little  disl  ance,  awaiting  further  developments.  After 
a  short  parley,  the  Mayor  of  Albany  and  a  lew  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  com- 
pany, were  allowed  to  proceed  to  the  house  of  Breakenridge,  which  they  found  bar- 
ricaded, loop-holed  and  guarded  by  abouttwenty  armed  men.  The  Sheriff  on  being  re- 
fused admittancecaused  the  writ  of  possession  to  be  read,  but  no  attention  was  paid  to 
it.  A  large  part  of  the  Sheriff's  posse,  seeing  thai  they  had  a  resolute  band  of  men  to 
contend  with  and  that  peaceable  possession  could  not  be  gained,  thought  discretion 
the  beiiei  p. in  ol  valor,  and  all  finally  retreated  without  any  shedding  of  blond. 
A  Hklavits  of  severed  of  'the  party  are  found  in  "Documentary  History  of  Now  York." 
Vol.  -I,  among  which  is  that  ol  John  R,  Bleeker,  who  says  he  had  "great  reason  to 
think  that  if  the  Sheriff  had  attempted  to  break  open  the  said  house  he  would  have 
been  in  the  utmost  danger  of  losing  his  life,  and  all  those  that  would  have  assisted 
him  in  the  attempt." 

Among  the  outrages  committed  by  the  Bennington  Mob  it  was  alleged  that  they 
had  "  seized,  insulted  and  terrified  Magistrates  and  other  eivil  officers,  so  that  thev 
dare  not  execute  their  respective  functions ;  rescued  prisoners  for  debt,  assumed  to 
themselves  military  commands  and  judicial  powers;  burned  and  demolished  the 
houses  and  property  and  beat  and  abused  the  persons  of  many  of  1 1  is  Majesty's  .sub- 
jects, expelled  them  from  their  possessions,  and  put  a  period  to  the  administration 
of  justice,  and  spread  terror  and  destruction  throughout  that  part  of  the  country 
which  is  exposed  to  their  oppression."    In  consideration  of  these  outrages  and  the 
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recommendation  of  the  Assembly  of  the  Stale  of  New  York,  the  Governor  says:  "  I 
have  therefore  thought  tit  with  the  advice  of  his  Majesty's  Council  to  issue  this 
Proclamation  hereby  strictly  enjoining  and  commanding  all  Magistrates,  justices  of 
the  Peace,  Sheriffs  and  other  civil  officers  of  the  Counties  of  Albany  and  Charlotte  to 
apprehend  and  take  the  before  named  Ethan  Allen,  late  of  Bennington  in  the  County 
of  Albany,  yeoman,  Seth  Warner  late  of  the  same  place,  yeoman,  Remember  Baker, 
lute  of  Arlington  in  said  County,  yeoman,  Robert  Cochran,  late  of  Rupert  in  the 
County  of  Charlotte,  yeoman,  Peter  Sunderland,  late  of  Socialborough  in  the 
said  County,  yeoman,  Sylvanus  Brown,  late  of  the  same  place,  yeoman, 
James  Breakenridge,  late  of  Wallumscliaick  in  the  County  of  Albany,  yeoman, 
and  John  Smith,  late  of  Socialborough  in  the  said  County  of  Charlotte,  yeoman, 
and  them  to  commit  to  sale  and  secure  custody  in  the  Gaol  of  the  City  and  County 
of  Albany  to  answer  for  the  several  offenses  and  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law." 

The  Governor,  in  the  Proclamation,  offers  a  reward  of  one  hundred  pounds  for 
apprehending  each  of  them  the  said  Ethan  Allen  and  Remember  Baker,  and  the 
Sivm  of  fifty  pounds  for  apprehending  each  and  every  one  of  them  t  he  said  Seth 
Warner,  Robert  Cochran,  Peleg  Sunderland,  Sylvanus  Brown,  James  Breakenridge 
titxl  John  Smith  to  be  paid  to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  take  and  secure  the 
..aid  offenders  that  they  may  be  proceeded  against  as  the  law  directs. 

For  nearly  a  score  of  years  these  doughty  pioneers  terrorized  the 
eastern  frontier  of  New  York.  The  authorities  of  New  York,  though 
making  a  show  of  attempting  to  quell  the  disorder,  were  either  help- 
less or  indifferent.  At  the  close  of  the  war  the  little  rebellion  was 
continued.  The  settlers  know  the)'  were  legally  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  State,  now  independent,  but  they  nevertheless  refused  to  recog- 
nize the  right  of  the  government  to  deprive  them  of  their  possessions. 
For  awhile  all  was  chaos.  A  temporary  government  was  organized  by 
the  insurgents,  who,  to  annoy  the  Xew  York  authorities,  mockingly 
set  up  a  claim  to  jurisdiction  over  Rensselaer  and  Washington  counties. 
They  frequently  attempted  to  serve  legal  processes  in  the  very  heart 
of  Rensselaer  county,  and  more  than  once  their  ollicers  came  within 
sight  of  the  land  now  embraced  in  the  city  of  Troy  on  these  errands. 
This  anarch)' — it  can  hardly  be  called  a  government  -existed  under  the 
name  of  New  Connecticut,  or  Vermont,  until  the  territory  in  dispute 
was  admitted  as  a  State  in  the  Union  in  17!)1,  the  same  year  in  which 
Rensselaer  county  was  erected  from  Albany  county.  Nine  years  be- 
fore that  date  the  towns  of  Granville,  Cambridge  and  White  Creek,  in 
Washington  county,  which  had  been  induced  to  join  the  insurgents, 
withdrew  from  the  outlawed  organization  and  acknowledged  the  au- 
thority of  the  State  of  New  York. 

During  the  early  years  of  the  Revolutionary  War  the  inhabitants  of 
the  east  district  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck  were  in  a  state  bor- 
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defing  on  terror  on  account  of  the  numerous  robberies  which  occurred 
in  that  section.  Complaint  was  made  to  the  local  authorities  without 
avail  and  finally,  March  II,  1780,  the  State  Legislature,  which  had 
been  organized  September  10,  1777,  passed  a  law  directing  the  super- 
visor of  the  east  district  to  raise  by  taxation  a  sum  not  exceeding  1,500 
pounds,  "together  with  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  shilling  in  the  pound 
for  collecting  the  same,"  to  be  employed  in  the  payment  of  "rangers," 
whose  duties  should  be  to  arrest  the  freebooters  and  bring  them  to 
justice.  Many  arrests  followed  under  this  authority,  but  the  work  of 
arresting  and  punishing  the  robbers  was  continued  for  several  years 
before  their  depredations  were  finally  brought  to  an  end. 


CHAPTER  V. 

The  War  of  the  Revolution  and  the  Participation  Therein  of  the  Colonists  of 
Reusselaerwyek- — <  leueral  Schuyler  1  Jeposed — Kaum's  Proclamation  — The  Famous 
Battle  of  Bennington  and  the  Events  Leading  up  to  It  -Fought  Entirely  within  the 
Town  of  Hoosick — The  Accounts  ol  General  Stark  and  Lieutenant  (iliek — Losses  on 
Both  Sides— Direct  Result  of  the  Battle— The  Decisive  Action  at  Saratoga. 

We  do  not  think  it  is  possible  for  any  historian  to  shed  any  new  light 
on  matters  relating  to  the  participation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Rens- 
selaer county  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  One  of  the  greatest 
battles  in  the  histofv  of  that  memorable  struggle  for  independence 
on  the  part  of  the  American  colonies  was  fought  entirely  within 
the  limits  of  the  county  of  Rensselaer — yet  all  the  credit  of  it,  so 
far  as  the  casual  student  of  the  present  generation  may  be  interested, 
goes  to  a  village  in  the  neighboring  State  of  Vermont!  This  great 
light,  uhich  is  known  as  the  battle  of  Bennington,  should  have  been 
called  the  battle  of  fioosick  or  the  Rattle  of  Walloomscoick  or  Wal- 
loomsac  or  WallOomsack.  The  fight  retains  the  name  of  the  Rattle  of 
Bennington,  by  which  it  at  once  became  known,  for  the  reason  that  the 
secret  expedition  which  started  out  for  the  Connecticut  valley  by  the 
orders  of  Gen.  Burgoyne,  had  for  its  first  objective  point  the  little  vil- 
lage of  Bennington,  which  fortunately  was  never  reached. 

The  events  which  preceded  this  battle  may  be  summarized  in  a  few 
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words.  Every  child  knows  the  causes  which  led  up  to  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  and  we  will  waste  no  words  in  a  description  of  them. 

The  campaign:  of  Lieutenant-'  ieneral  fohn  Burgoyne  is  acknowl- 
edged to  have  been  one  of  the  most  important  events  of  the  whole  war. 
This  officer,  one  of  the  most  valiant  and  distinguished  in  the  British 
service,  arrived  at  Quebec  in  March,  1777,  superseding  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton  in  command  of  the  British  forces  in  Canada.  Me  occupied  the  first 
two  months  after  his  arrival  in  the  organization  of  a  powerful  army  for 
the  invasion  of  New  York.  Early  in  June  his  forces  numbered  over 
ten  thousand  men.  Of  these  seven  thousand  were  British  and  Hes- 
sian veterans,  and  the  remainder  were  Canadians  and  Indians.  It  was 
understood  to  he  his  plan  to  move  upon  Albany  by  way  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  Lake  George  and  the  Upper  Hudson.  After  reaching  Albany  it 
was  his  intention  to  continue  down  the  river  to  New  York  and  there 
join  the  main  division  of  the  British  army.  He  hoped  by  this  means 
to  cut  off  New  England  from  the  Middle  and  Southern  colonies  ami 
thus  leave  the  whole  country  at  the  mercy  of  General  Howe.  lie  had 
no  idea  that  it  was  possible  for  the  colonial  forces  to  offer  any  serious 
resistance  to  his  progress,  for  his  army  was  one  of  the  strongest  Great 
Britain  had  mustered  on  American  soil. 

Reaching  St.  John's,  at  the  north  end  of  Lake  Champlain,  June  I, 
on  the  ICth  of  the  month  he  began  his  journey  down  the  lake  to 
Crown  Point.  This  place  had  been  left  undefended  by  the  colonial 
forces  and  a  British  garrison  was  left  in  charge.  Three  thousand  men 
under  General  St.  Clair  held  Fort  Ticonderoga,  and  Burgoyne,  with 
practically  his  entire  army,  marched  to  this  point.  After  capturing 
Mount  Defiance  the  British  planted  a  battery  seven  hundred  feet  above 
the  American  works.  Mount  Hope  was  next  captured  and  retreat  by 
way  of  Lake  George  was  thereby  cut  oil.  The  American  forces  un- 
doubtedly would  have  been  compelled  to  surrender  had  they  attempted 
to  maintain  their  position.  St.  Clair,  realizing  this  fact,  decided  to 
abandon  Port  Ticonderoga,  which  he  did  on  the  niglit  of  July  5,  leav- 
ing with  his  garrison  by  way  of  Mount  Independence  and  Wood  Cre?k, 
Vt.  The  Americans  lied  through  Vermont  until  they  reached  Hub- 
bardton,  at  the  north  end  of  Lake  Bomoseen,  where  they  were  over- 
taken by  the  pursuing  British  forces.  A  sharp  engagement  followed, 
in  which  the  Americans  were  defeated;  but  the  latter  succeeded  in 
checking  for  awhile  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  finallv  retreating  to 
Fort  Edward.  The  British  reached  Whitehall  the  next  day,  where 
they  captured  a  large  quantity  of  baggage,  stores  and  provisions. 
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Fort  Edward  was  at  tin's  time  the  temporary  headquarters  of  the 
colonial  Army  of  the  North,  under  command  of  General  Philip  Schuy- 
ler. Upon  the  arrival  of  St.  Clair  the  combined  American  forces  at 
Fort  Edward  numbered  less  than  five  thousand  men,  most  of  whom 
were  militiamen,  while  the  forces  of  Burgoyne,  now  at  Whitehall, 
were  about  double.  Furthermore  many  of  Schuyler's  men  were  with- 
out arms  and  accoutrements.  Schuyler  felt  the  weakness  of  his  posi- 
tion and  decided  to  evacuate  the  fort.  He  retreated  southward  through 
the  valley  of  the  Hudson  until  he  reached  the  islands  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Mohawk  river.  Upon  reaching  Van  Schaick's,  now  Adams's  island, 
he  pitched  cam]),  determined,  if  necessity  compelled  it,  to  prevent 
Burgoyne's  army  from  reaching  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Hudson 
river. 

Haver  island,  the  most  northerly  of  the  group  in  the  delta  of  the 
Mohawk,  was  the  most  advantageous  position  for  defense  in  the  locality 
through  which  Schuyler  believed  Burgoyne  must  pass  in  order  to 
reach  New  York.  It  was  opposite  the  fords  in  the  Mohawk  river  at 
Half  Moon  point,  now  the  village  of  Waterford.  At  tin's  point  Gen. 
Schuyler's  men,  under  the  direction  of  Thaddeus  Kosciusko,  engineer 
of  tlie  northern  department,  a  noble  Pole  who  greatly  endeared  himself 
to  the  Americans,  threw  up  intrench  meats  and  planted  behind  them 
several  cannon,  which  commanded  the  river  at  this  point.  These 
small  fortifications  still  exist  on  either  side  of  the  tracks  of  the  Dela- 
ware &  Hudson  railroad  just  south  of  the  most  northerly  branch  of  the 
Mohawk. 

At  this  time  an  event  occurred  which  caused  the  most  profound 
regret  among  Hag  friends  ol  General  Schuyler.  The  colonial  Congress, 
probably  not  fully  cognizant  of  all  the  tacts  in  the  case,  deposed  Gen. 
Schuvler  and  placed  the  Army  of  the  North  in  command  of  the  vain 
and  incompetent  General  Horatio  Gates.  Gen.  Schuyler  had  suffered 
greatly  from  the  intrigues  of  jealous  officers,  who  represented  that  his 
capabilities  as  a  warrior  had  been  overestimated.  The  difficulties 
under  which  he  had  labored  were  not  understood.  On  all  sides  he  was 
acknowledged  an  undoubted  patriot  with  the  highest  motives,  ami 
while  his  bravery  was  never  brought  into  question  Congress  was  led 
to  believe  by  his  jealous  rivals  that  he  was  not  endowed  with  sufficient 
discretion  properly  to  conduct  the  important  campaign  with  which  he 
had  been  intrusted.  A  retrospect  of  the  famous  Burgoyne  expedi- 
tion  leads  to  the  inevitable  conclusion   that  the  critics  of  General 
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Schuyler  were  actuated  by  selfish  motives  alone,  in  all  probability,  and 
that  he  acted  with  good  judgment.  Had  Burgovne  not  been  inter- 
cepted at  Saratoga  he  eventually  must  have  attempted  to  cross  the 
ford  at  Half  Moon  point  in  his  march  to  New  York.  The  advantageous 
position  which  Schuyler  had  selected  there,  coupled  with  the  fact  that 
lie  could  easily  have  had  the  entire  Army  of  the  North  where  they 
COllld  perform  the  most  effective  service,  must  have  led  to  the  defeat 
of  the  British  forces ;  and  il  he  had  not  been  superseded  by  General 
Gates  one  of  the  world's  decisive  battles  would  have  been  fought  on 
the  border  of  Rensselaer  count)'.  Burgoyne  had  made  a  boast  that 
lie  would  eat  his  Christmas  dinner  in  Albany;  but  he  failed  to  appre- 
ciate the  fighting'  qualities  of  the  men  who  were  determined  to  stop 
him  and  the  grand  generalship  of  the  commanders  of  the  Army  of  the 
North. 

Colonel  Friedrich  Baum  was  a  German  officer  in  the  service  of  the 
British,  and  a  valiant  soldier.  He  accompanied  Gen.  Burgoyne  in  his 
memorable  expedition  from  Canada  into  New  York,  and  upon  his 
sagacity  and  military  training  Burgoyne  placed  great  reliance.  Baum 
was  in  command  of  a  regiment  of  Hessian  dragoons,  well  drilled,  but 
like  the  Hessians  who  became  an  easy  prey  of  the  Americans  at  Tren- 
ton, they  were  hirelings  and  they  fought  like  hirelings.  There  was 
every  reason  why  they  should  have  won  an  easy  victor)'  over  superior 
numbers  of  Americans,  for  the  latter  were  poorly  armed  and  inexperi- 
enced in  the  field  of  battle.  Burgoyne's  supplies  were  fast  disappear- 
ing and  he  was  obliged  to  branch  out  from  the  path  he  had  outlined  in 
order  to  secure  provisions  and  stores  for  his  army.  Leaving  Whitehall 
he  came  mi  by  way  of  Kort  Ann,  which  the  Americans  had  despoiled 
before  leaving  it,  and  thence  through  the  woods  and  across  obstructed 
roads  to  Port  Edward.  lie  arrived  al  the  latter  point  July  150  and  de- 
cided to  wait  there  with  the  mam  body  of  his  troops  until  he  could 
obtain  additional  supplies,  of  which  he  had  become  in  urgent  need. 
Accordingly  lie  dispatched  Colonel  Baum  with  five  hundred  picked  men 
to  Bennington,  where  he  had  ascertained  there  was  a  large  quantity  of 
provincial  stores.  Most  of  these  stores  had  been  brought  across  from 
the  New  England  provinces.  They  consisted  for  the  most  part  of  cat- 
tle, horses  and  wheel-carriages,  which  were  guarded  by  a  small  body 
of  militia  only.  In  Burgoyne's  written  instructions  to  Col.  Baum  he 
made  no  mention  of  Bennington.  He  wrote  that  Baum  should  feel. the 
public  pulse,  or  "try  the  affections  of  the  country;"  that  he  should 
7  * 


50 


LANDMARKS  OF  RENSSELAER  COUNTY, 


"mount  the  Riedesel  dragoons"  and  "complete  Peters's  corps;"  and 
further  that  he  should  obtain  large  supplies  of  cattle,  horses  and  car- 
riages. The  number  of  horses  to  be  brought  was  thirteen  hundred  at 
the  least.  "You  will  use  all  possible  means,"  he  continued,  "  to  make 
the  count!)'  believe  that  the  troops  under  your  command  are  the  ad- 
vance corps  of  the  army,  and  that  it  is  intended  to  pass  the  Connecticut 
on  the  road  to  Huston.  You  will  likewise  insinuate  that  the  main  army 
from  Albany  is  to  be  joined  at  Springfield  by  a  corps  of  troops  from 
Rhode  Island."  The  expedition  was  practically  a  big  foraging-  expedi- 
tion. Burgoyne  never  told  what  secret  instructions  he  had  given  to 
Baum,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  his  written  directions  were  intended 
to  disguise  his  real  plan,  and  that  Bennington  was  the  objective  point 
of  the  expedition  which  terminated  so  disastrously, 

Burgoyne's  instruction  continued,  in  epitome,  as  follows:  Baum  was 
to  go  Battenkill,  thence  to  Arlington,  where  he  was  to  wait  for  a  de- 
tachment of  the  provincials  under  Capt.  Sherwood,  From  there  he 
was  directed  to  go  to  Manchester,  a  few  miles  east,  and  take  possession 
of  the  mountain  road  to  Rockingham,  sending  the  few  Indians  in  his 
command  and  the  light  troops  toward  Otter  Creek  If  no  enemy  ap- 
peared on  the  Connecticut  river,  on  their  return  he  was  to  continue  in 
his  journey  to  Rockingham,  the  limit  o!  his  expedition.  lie  was 
directed  to  use  his  judgment  as  to  whether  he  should  send  his  Indians 
and  light  troops  up  the  Connecticut  valley,  but  if  lie  did  on  their  return 
lie  was  to  march  to  Brattleboro  and  proceed  thence  by  way  of  the  turn- 
pike to  Albany,  where  he  was  to  join  Burgoyne  and  the  main  army. 
Burgoync  hail  planned  well,  but  Baum  never  readied  Rockingham,  nor 
Manchester,  nor  Bennington;  and  his  superior,  who  believed  his  army 
invincible  in  the  province  of  New  York,  never  came  any  nearer  to 
Albany  than  half  way  down  Saratoga  county.  Burgoyne  met  defeat 
and  capture;  Baum  met  death  and  his  force  was  almost  annihilated 
within  the  limits  of  Rensselaer  county.  The  battle  with  Burgoyne  at 
Saratoga  is  now  recorded  among  the  decisive  battles  of  the  world  ;  but 
the  outcome  of  that  fight  might  have  been  different  had  Baum's  mis- 
sion succeeded. 

Baum  was  especially  instructed  to  sei/.e  everything  he  could  find  in 
the  way  of  horses  and  vehicles,  also  draught-oxen  and  cattle  fit  for 
slaughter.  Be  was  directed  to  give  receipts  to  all  persons  who  had 
complied  with  the  "  orders "  contained  in  Burg'oyne's  proclamation,  but 
the  property  of  rebels  was  to  be  taken  without  exchanging  vouchers. 
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The  proclamation  to  which  the  commanding  general  referred  was  is- 
sued by  Burgoyne  while  at  Crown  Point.  After  exhorting  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  country  through  which  he  expected  to  pass  to  remain 
loyal,  he  offered  employment  to  those  who  would  join  his  forces  and 
nay  to  all  of  whom  he  would  demand  provisions  or  stores.  The  proc- 
lamation concluded  as  follows: 

If,  notwithstanding  these  endeavors  and  sincere  inclinations  to  effect  them,  the 
frenzy  of  hostility  should  remain,  1  trust  I  shall  stand  acquitted,  in  the  eyes  of  God 
ami  man,  in  denouncing  and  executing  the  vengeance  of  the  state  against  the  willful 
outcasts.  The  messengers  of  justice  and  wrath  aw  ait  them  in  the  held  ;  and  devas- 
tation, famine,  and  every  concomitant  horror  that  a  reluctant  but  indispensable 
prosecution  of  military  duly  must  occasion  will  bar  the  way  to  their  return. 

July  JO  he  issued  another  proclamation,  addressed  particularly  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Granville,  Pawlet,  Wells,  Rutland,  Castlcton,  Hubbard- 
ton  and  Tinmouth  and  to  the  people  living  in  the  districts  bordering 
on  Cambridge,  White  Creek  and  Cambden,  calling  upon  them  to  send 
representatives  to  Castleton  to  meet  Col.  Skene,  who  would  give  them 
further  encouragement  ami  advice,  if  they  had  paid  heed  to  the  first 
proclamation;  or,  if  they'  had  not  acknowledged  allegiance  to  Great 
Britain,  to  learn  of  the  conditions  which  they  must  fulfill  in  older  to 
be  spared  from  the  righteous  wrath  with  which  they  had  been  threat- 
ened, 

Threcdays  after  Burgoyne's  second  proclamation,  July  L3,  General 
Schuyler  issued  a  counter  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  same 
locality  in  which,  after  reminding  the  persons  interested  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  British  in  New  fersey  had  made  and  broken  similar  prom- 
ises, he  informed  them  that  all  persons  w  ho  gave  any  assistance  to  or 
corresponded  with  the  enemy  would  be  treated  as  traitors  and  subject 
to  punishment  as  such . 

While,  as  a  rule,  Burgoyne's  proclamation  had  an  effect  directly  op- 
posite to  that  intended,  there  were  a  number  of  persons  in  the  district 
referred  to  who  disregarded  the  decree  of  Schuyler  and  in  various 
ways  gave  evidence  of  Toryism.  But  the  assistance  which  this  class 
gave  to  the  enemy  was  not  important  enough  to  seriously  affect  the 
interests  of  the  patriots. 

The  universal  feeling  throughout  the  country  on  the  eve  of  the  battle 
of  Bennington  was  one  of  extreme  anxiety.  This  sentiment  began  to 
be  profound  upon  the  surrender  of  Ticonderoga  by  St.  Clair.  The 
gallant  General  Montgomery  had  failed  to  carry  Quebec,  a  fortification 
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invulnerable  except  by  strategy;  Crown  Point  had  been  abandoned, 
and  the  superiority  of  the  British  flotilla  on  Lake  Champlain  had  been 
demonstrated.  Mount  Independence  and  Ticonderoga,  which  were  con- 
sidered at  that  time  as  .almost  impregnable,  had  been  lost  through  our 
negligence  in  not  properly  fortifying  Mount  Defiance,  which  com- 
manded both  points.  Mount  Defiance,  or  Sugar  Loaf  Hill,  from  its 
height  and  proximity  overlooked  all  our  works  at  Ticonderoga  and 
Mount  Independence.  It  was  extremely  difficult  of  access  and,  prop- 
erly fortified,  could  have  been  held  by  a  comparatively  small  force  who 
might  have  expelled  Burgoyne's  army  with  little  trouble.  The  aban- 
donment of  the  two  other  points  was  entirely  unexpected  and  severely 
felt.  Washington  was  greatly  depressed  by  the  news  of  the  abandon- 
ment of  Ticonderoga.  On  hearing  of  the  disaster  he  wrote  to  General 
Schuyler:  "  The  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independence 
is  an  event  of  chagrin  and  surprise  not  apprehended  nor  within  the 
compass  of  my  reasoning;"  and  he  predicted:  "As  matters  are  going, 
Burgoyne  will  have  little  difficult}'  in  penetrating  to  Albany."  At 
Hubbardton  the  day  had  gone  against  us,  and  the  patriot  army,  fleeing 
to  the  southward,  had  abandoned  Skencsborough,  Fort  Ann,  Fort 
Edward,  Moses  Creek  and  Saratoga. 

When  the  news  of  these  successive  disasters  reached  Albany  and 
Rensselaer  county  the  inhabitants  were  well-nigh  distracted,  for  they 
feared,  and  with  good  reason,  that  the  British  general  and  his  power- 
ful army  would  soon  be  marching  victoriously  through  the  valley  of  the 
lower  Hudson,  devastating  everything  in  his  path.  People  packed  up 
their  household  goods  and  sent  them  to  distant  points,  and  many  be- 
gan to  flee  in  terror  from  the  awful  punishment  that  had  been  threat- 
ened by  Burgoyne  in  his  proclamation.  In  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  it  is 
recorded  that  the  inhabitants  were  "greatly  burdened  with  people  who 
had  fled  from  the  New  Hampshire  grants."  General  Howe  had  de- 
feated us  on  Long  Island  and  in  New  York,  and  obtained  a  foothold  in 
New  Jersey  and  Newport,  R.  I.  Burgoyne's  valor  was  thoroughly 
appreciated,  and  his  spirit  of  enterprise  and  desire  for  military  glory 
led  people  to  believe  he  was  almost  certain  to  accomplish  that  which  he 
had  undertaken.  This  feeling  of  insecurity  and  dread  later  on  was  in- 
creased by  the  murder  of  Jane  McCrea  near  Fort  Edward,  Inly  27, 
1777.  Miss  McCrea  was  a  young  woman,  daughter  of  a  Presbyterian 
clergyman  of  New  Jersey.  Though  she  was  a  member  of  a  patriotic 
family  she  was  betrothed  to  an  officer  named  Jones  in  Peters's  corps 
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of  loyalists.  She  was  a  guest  at  the  house  of  Jones's  mother,  within 
the  British  lines  near  Fort  Edward,  and  started  under  an  escort  of  two 
Indians  to  go  to  the  house  of  Jones's  brother,  near  the  British  camp  about 
four  miles  distant,  to  meet  her  betrothed.  A  barrel  of  rum  had  been  prom- 
ised to  her  Indian  guides  upon  their  delivering  her  safely  at  her  desti- 
nation. The  Indians  quarrelled  over  the  reward  and  one  of  them,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  other  from  securing  any  pay  for  his  services, 
buried  his  tomahawk  to  the  handle  in  Miss  McCrea's  skull.  This  form 
of  barbarity  at  the  hands  of  the  Indians  who  had  allied  themselves  with 
the  British  frightened  the  colonists  further  southward,  who  feared  that 
the  scene  might  often  be  re-enacted  as  the  British  advanced  toward  the 
ocean.  It  was  while  the  McCrea  case  was  yet  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Eastern  New  York  and  Vermont  that  Burgoyne  issued 
his  proclamation  threatening  to  let  his  Indian  forces  loose  in  that  section 
should  his  mandates  be  disobeyed. 

The  people  were  instantly  aroused  to  action  when  it  was  learned  that 
Burgoyne,  in  order  to  support  Col.  Baum  in  case  of  necessity,  had 
stationed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Breyman  at  Battenkill,  about  twenty-two 
miles  from  Bennington,  with  two  huge  cannon  and  a  strong  body  of 
Brunswick  grenadiers,  German  regulars,  light  infantry  and  chasseurs. 
In  order  to  be  himself  more  advantageously  situated  to  render  further 
support  with  his  army,  should  it  be  needed,  Burgoyne  moved  his  main 
forces  to  a  point  on  the  Hudson  river  east  of  Saratoga,  and  went  into 
camp  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 

The  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Bennington  was  thoroughly  aroused 
over  the  prospects.  At  a  special  town  meeting  in  that  town  a  resolu- 
tion had  been  adopted  to  "  raise  ninety  dollars  as  an  encouragement  to 
those  who  may  enlist  in  the  service  ol  guarding  the  frontier  towns  in 
the  Grants"  the  northern  portions  of  the  Hampshire  grants  being 
then  greatly  exposed.  The  feeling  o|  insecurity  was  augmented  by  the 
fact  that  the  gallant  Colonel  Ethan  Allen  had  been  taken  a  prisoner  by 
the  British  and  Colonel  Seth  Warner  had  been  defeated  at  Hubbardton. 
Great  dependence  had  been  placed  on  these  two  brave  and  daring 
patriot  leaders,  and  the  capture  of  Ethan  Allen  in  particular  was 
deemed  a  severe  blow. 

Notwithstanding  the  gloomy  and  discouraging  outlook  the  inhab- 
itants of  a  large  section  of  country  about  Bennington  and  in  Rensselaer 
county  made  the  best  preparations  possible  to  meet  the  enemy  and  try 
the  issue  as  desperately  as  patriots  alone  can.     All  arms  found  in  the 
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possession  of  Tories  were  seized  without  compunction  or  apology  and 
their  property  was  confiscated  to  the  purposes  of  the  patriots.  The 
preparatory  operations  were  carried  on  under  the  direction  of  the  Ver- 
mont Council  of  Safety.  Massachusetts  had  presented  a  stand  of  150 
rifles  to  the  sturdy  Vermonters  and  as  many  more  had  been  purchased 
in  Marlborough.  Patriots  sold  the  property  to  procure  arms  for  de- 
fence, and  lead  and  Hints  were  purchased. 

General  John  Stark,  who  had  been  the  comrade  of  Israel  Putnam  at 
Bunker  Hill,  a  brigadier  with  Washington  at  Trenton  and  Princeton, 
had  retired  to  private  life  because,  while  other  officers,  his  juniors  and 
inferiors,  had  been  promoted,  his  services  had  not  been  officially  recog- 
nized. The  name  of  Stark  was  to  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  what  the 
name  of  Schuyler  was  to  Albany.  He  was  their  guiding  star,  whom 
they  would  have  followed  to  the  end  of  the  world  without  questioning 
his  wisdom  or  sagacity.  When  the  New  Hampshire  Legislature  offered 
him  the  command  of  the  forces  it  had  decided  to  raise,  lie  cast  his  old 
grievances  behind  him  and  announced  his  willingness  to  take  to  the 
held,  stipulating,  however,  that  he  was  not  to  be  bound  to  join  the 
main  arm)',  but  to  lead  the  forces  which  volunteered  to  protect  the 
borders  of  the  country.  The  news  of  his  acceptance  of  the  commission 
was  hailed  with  great  joy  everywhere,  and  volunteers  rallied  to  his  side, 
pledged  to  do  or  die.  Almost  the  first  thing  that  happened  was  the 
refusal  of  the  doughty  Yankee  general  to  submit  to  orders  from  Gen- 
eral Schuyler  through  General  Lincoln,  who  ordered  him  and  his  recruits 
to  Albany.  Congress  censured  the  New  Hampshire  Assembly  for  al- 
lowing; Stark  t<>  take  command  under  the  agreement  entered  into,  but 
(he  matiei  was  finally  settled  allowing  him  to  remain  with  his  recruits 
to  defend  "the  people  of  the  (bants."  General  Stark  himself  first  ex- 
pressed the  conviction  that  Bennington  was  the  objective  point  of 
Burgoyne's  side- expedition. 

(  )n  the  ninth  of  August  General  Stark  and  his  brigade,  about  750 
strong,  reached  Bennington  and  encamped  about  two  miles  west  of 
the  historic  meeting-house  near  the  Gimmick  place,  then  the  residence 
of  Colonel  Herrick.  The  first  live  days  were  spent  by  him  in  gaining 
information  as  to  the  location  and  plans  of  the  enemy.  The  Council 
of  Safety  and  Colonel  Warner  gave  him  valuable  advice,  upon  which 
he  acted  in  planning  future  operations.  The  Council  issued  orders,  the 
first  in  the  history  of  the  war,  for  seizing  and  selling  the  property  of 
Tories  ami  sent  numerous  messengers  in  all  directions  for  men  and 
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material.  One  of  these  orders,  issued  August  15,  1777,  the  day  be- 
fore the  battle,  read  as  follows: 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  desired  to  forward  to  this  place,  by  express,  all  the  lead  you 
can  possibly  collect  in  your  vicinity,  as  it  is  expected  every  minute  an  action  will 
commence  between  our  troops  and  the  enemy  within  lour  or  live  miles  of  this  place, 
and  the  lead  will  be  positively  wanted. 

At  five  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  August  12  Haunt  began  his  march 
from  Saratoga  to  Bennington.  Before  he  had  travelled  more  than  a 
mile  he  was  overtaken  by  a  messenger  from  Burgoyne  who  carried 
orders  from  the  latter  to  post  his  corps  at  Battenkill  and  wait  further 
instructions.  The  next  morning,  in  pursuance  of  further  orders,  he 
marched  nearly  sixteen  miles  to  Cambridge,  arriving  there  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  (  >n  his  way,  and  after  he  reached  the  place 
selected  for  his  encampment,  he  was  joined  by  a  considerable  number 
of  Tories  residing  in  Washington  and  Rensselaer  counties,  many  of 
whom  were  under  the  lead  of  Colonel  Francis  Blister,  ahalf-pay  British 
olhcer  of  wealth  and  widespread  influence,  who  occupied  an  imposing 
residence  built  In'  him  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Hoosick  near  what  is 
now  known  as  Hoosick  Corners,  or  Hoosick.  While  en  route  Baum  dis 
patched  a  party  of  provincials  and  savages,  who  took  five  prisoners 
from  an  American  army  guard,  and  some  cattle,  horses  and  wagons  at 
Cambridge.  General  Stark  was  apprised  ol  the  advance  as  far  as 
Cambridge  of  a  band  of  hostile  Indians,  but  did  not  know  of  the  ap- 
proach of  Baum  and  his  little  army.  He  thereupon  sent  out  two  hun- 
dred men,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gregg,  to  stop  them.  Gregg's 
company  reached  Van  Schaick's  Mills  on  the  morning  of  the  four- 
teenth and  took  possession  a  short  time  before  Bantu's  forces  ar- 
rived. What  occurred  there  is  best  told  in  B; nun's  own  words,  his 
official  report  to  Burgoyne: 

Sancoik,  Aug.  14,  1777,  !i  o'clock. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  arrived  here  at  eight  in 
the  morning,  having  had  intelligence  of  a  party  of  the  enemy  being  in  possession  of 
a  mill,  which  they  abandoned  at  our  approach,  but  in  their  usual  way  fired  from  the 
the  bushes,  and  took  the  road  to  BenuiugtOll.  A  savage  was  slightly  wounded. 
They  broke  down  the  bridge,  which  has  retarded  our  march  about  an  hour.  They 
left  in  the  mill  about  seventy-eight  barrels  of  very  line  Hour,  one  thousand  bushels  of 
wheat,  twenty  barrels  of  salt,  and  about  one  thousands  pounds'  worth  of  pearl  and 
potashes.  I  have  ordered  thirty  provincials  and  an  officer  to  guard  the  provisions 
and  the  pass  of  the  bridge.  By  live  prisoners  here  they  agree  that  fifteen  hundred 
to  eighteen  hundred  men  are  in  Bennington,  but  are  supposed  to  leave  it  on  our  ap- 
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proach.  I  will  proceed  so  far  to-day  as  to  fall  on  the  enemy  to-morrow  early,  and 
make  such  disposition  as  I  think  necessary  from  the  intelligence  I  may  receive. 
People  are  flocking  in  hourly  ami  want  to  be  armed.  The  savages  cannot  be  con- 
trolled; they  ruin  and  take  everything-  they  please.  1  am,  etc., 

F.  Baum. 

Beg  your  Excellency  to  pardon  the  hurry  of  this  letter;  it  is  written  ou  the  head  of 
a  barrel. 

After  the  engagement  at  Van  Schaick's  mills  Baum  proceeded 
as  far  as  Sancoik  without  serious  molestation.  On  the  way  his 
company  was  fired  on  by  the  Americans  from  ambush  and  sev- 
eral of  the  advance  guard  of  Indians  fell.  That  night  he  reached 
"  the  farm  of  Walmseott,  '  about  four  miles  from  Sancoik,  and  three 
from  Bennington,"  where  he  encamped.  The  farm  was  divided  by 
the  Walloomsac  river. 

Meantime  General  Stark,  on  the  night  of  the  13th,  learned  more 
full)'  of  the  approach  of  the  Indians,  and  also  ascertained  for  the 
first  that  they  preceded  a  larger  body  of  regulars  and  provincials. 
The  next  morning  he  hastily  rallied  his  brigade  and  the  militia  at 
Bennington;  dispatched  a  courier  to  Manchester  for  the  company 
of  Colonel  Warner,  gave  orders  that  all  the  militia  and  others  bearing 
arms  should  follow  him  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  without  further 
delay  he  and  his  brigade  left  Bennington  to  meet  the  enemy.  I  lis 
force  consisted  of  three  regiments  of  New  Hampshire  militia  respect- 
ively commanded  by  Colonels  Hubbard,  Stickney  and  Nichols;  a  small 
body  of  militia  from  the  east  side  of  the  mountains,  under  Colonel 
William  Williams  of  Wilmington;  a  corps  of  rangers  then  forming 
under  the  authority  of  the  Vermont  Council  of  Safety,  commanded  by 
Colonel  I  lorrielc ;  a  body  ol  militia  from  Bennington  and  vicinity,  under 
Colonel  Nathan  Brush,  of  which  there  were  two  companies  from  Ben- 
nington— one  commanded  by  Captain  Samuel  Robinson  and  the  other 
by  Captain  Elijah  Dewey;  and  militia  from  Berkshire  county  under 
Colonel  Simmons.  It  has  been  estimated  that  the  entire  force  of 
General  Stark  numbered  about  L,800  men.  He  had  proceeded  between 
four  or  five  miles  when  he  met  Colonel  Gregg  and  his  forces,  who  were 
retreating  before  Baum.  Without  further  delay  Stark  drew  up  the 
entire  force  and  prepared  for  battle.  It  was  now  the  afternoon  of  the 
fourteenth.  Stark  was  not  satisfied  with  the  field  chosen  for  the  battle, 
but  while  he  was  preparing  to  change  the  location  of  his  brigade  the 
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enemy  appeared  on  a  small  hill  in  front  of  him.  Stark  sent  out  small 
skirmishing' parties,  who  killed  and  wounded  about  thirty  men,  with  no 
loss  on  the  American  side.  As  soon  as  this  little  party  returned  Stark 
moved  his  entire  brigade  about  two  miles  back  toward  Bennington  and 
there  took  his  final  stand.  He  had  determined  to  fight  the  next  day, 
hut  late  in  the  night  a  heavy  rain  set  in  and  he  decided  to  delay  general 
hostilities  until  the  condition  of  the  ground  was  more  favorable  for 
action.  It  rained  nearly  all  day  the  15th,  but  several  small  skirmish- 
ing parties  were  sent  out  with  indifferent  success. 

General  Stark's  plan  of  battle  was  as  follows:  Colonel  Nichols,  with 
200  men,  was  to  make  a  circuit  northward  through  the  woods  and  was 
to  reach  the  rear  of  llaum's  left  without  discovery  until  the  last  possible 
moment.  Colonel  Merrick,  with  1300  men,  was  to  perform  exactly  the 
Same  service  to  the  southward.  The  attack  was  to  be  commenced  by 
these  two  forces  of  500  men,  leaving  1, ."><)()  for  the  main  work  in  front. 
In  order  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  enemy  from  that  proceeding 
Colonels  Hubbard  and  Stickney  were  ordered  to  get  before  the  breast- 
works which  protected  the  tory  volunteers  and  ion  men  were  to  march 
toward  Baum's  front.  At  the  proper  tunc  General  Stark  and  the  re- 
mainder of  his  arm)',  about  hall  the  entire  force,  was  to  charge  Baum's 
intrenchments  in  front.  Mow  faithfully  the  plan  was  carried  out  is 
told  in  General  Stark's  account  of  the  battle. 

During  Stark's  preliminary  movements  on  the  15th,  Baum  spent  the 
time  in  strengthening  his  position.  On  a  small  hill  to  the  left  of  the 
farm  of  WalniSCott  he  posted  his  dragoons  and  threw  up  small  breast- 
works, bodies  of  Canadians  were  sent  to  occupy  a  few  detached 
houses  near  by,  and  these  wore  supported  by  detachments  of  grena- 
diers and  chasseurs,  behind  intrenchments  of  their  ow  n  construction. 
His  main  army  he  kept  on  the  north  side  oi  the  river,  "holding  the 
woods  upon  his  flanks,  in  his  front  and  rear  by  the  Indians."  Both 
armies  held  the  positions  described  when  the  night  of  the  15th 
caused  the  suspension  of  further  operations.  I!aum  had  not  counted 
on  such  strong  opposition  as  confronted  him,  and  ho  had  been  com- 
pelled to  make  his  position  as  strong  as  possible.  .Stark,  likewise  sur- 
prised by  the  force  of  the  enemy,  had  strengthened  his  position  in  the 
best  manner  possible. 

As  General  Stark  gave  his  orders,  which  have  been  outlined,  and  the 
several  companies  were  about  to  take  the  positions  assigned  them,  he 
rose  in  his  saddle  and,  pointing  toward  the  hill  occupied  by  the  enemy, 
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the  bold  warrior  exclaimed:  "There  are  the  red-coats,  and  they  are 
ours,  or  this  night  Molly  Stark  sleeps  a  widow."  This  laconic  address 
has  become  one  of  the  best  known  in  history. 

The  battle  which  followed  on  the  16th  has  been  variously  described, 
but  the  accounts  given  by  General  Stark  himself  and  Lieutenant  Glick, 
one  of  Baum's  officers,  giving  as  they  do  the  two  sides  of  the  story  from 
totally  different  standpoints,  may  be  considered  the  most  authentic  ac- 
counts extant.  Gen.  Stark's  graphic  story  is  contained  in  a  letter 
which  he  transmitted  to  the  New  Hampshire  Committee  of  Safety  two 
days  after  the  battle,  August  IS.     This  letter  was  as  follows: 

BknniN(;ton,  August  18,  1777. 
Gentlemen;  1  congratulate  you  on  the  late  success  of  your  troops  under  my  com- 
mand, by  express.  I  purposed  to  give  you  a  brief  account  oi  my  proceedings  since  1 
wrote  to  you  last.  I  left  Manchester  on  Sunday  the  8th  inst.,  and  arrived  here  the 
9th'.  The  18th  I  was  informed  that  a  party  of  Indians  was  at  Cambridge,  which  is 
twelve  miles  distant  from  this  place,  on  their  march  thither.  1  detached  Col.  Gregg, 
with  two  hundred  men  under  his  command,  to  stop  their  march.  In  the  evening  I 
had  information  by  express  that  there  was  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  on  their  way 
with  their  field-pieces  in  order  to  march  through  the  country  commanded  by  Gover- 
nor Skene.  The  14th  I  marched  with  my  brigade  and  a  lew  of  this  State  s  militia  to 
oppose  them,  and  to  cover  Gregg's  retreat,  who  found  himself  unable  to  withstand 
their  superior  number.  About  four  miles  from  this  town  I  accordingly  met  him  on 
his  return,  and  the  enemy  in  close  pursuit  of  him,  within  half  a  mile  oi  Ins  rear. 
Hut  when  they  discovered  me,  they  presently  halted  on  a  very  advantageous  piece 
of  ground.  I  drew  up  my  little  army  on  an  eminence  in  open  view  of  their  encamp- 
ments, but  could  not  bring  them  to  an  engagement.  I  marched  back  about  a  mile 
and  there  encamped.  1  sent  out  a  few  men  to  skirmish  with  them,  killed  thirty  of 
them,  with  two  Indian  chiefs.  The  lfith  it  rained  all  day.  I  sent  out  parties  to  har- 
ass ihem.  The  I Oth  1  was  joined  by  this  State's  militia  and  those  of  Berkshire 
county,  1  divided  mv  army  into  ihrce  divisions,  and  seni  Col.  Nichols  with  two 
hundred  and  tifty  men  on  the  rear  ol  their  left  wing,  Col.  Llerriek  in  the  reai  of  their 
right  with  three  hundred  men.  In  the  mean  time  1  sent  three  hundred  men 

to  oppose  the  enemy's  front  to  draw  their  attention  that  way.  Soon  after  I  de- 
tached the  Cols.  Hubbert  and  Stickney  on  their  right  wing,  with  two  hundred  men 
to  attack  that  part,  all  which  plans  had  their  desired  effect.  Col.  Nichols  sent  me 
word  that  he  stood  in  need  of  reinforcements,  which  I  readily  granted,  consisting  of 
one  hundred  men,  at  which  time  he  commenced  the  attack,  precisely  at  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  which  was  followed  by  all  the  rest.  1  pushed  forward  the  re- 
mainder with  all  speed.  Our  people  behaved  with  the  greatest  spirit  and  bravery 
imaginable.  Had  they  been  Alexanders  or  Charles  of  Sweden  they  could  not  have 
behaved  better.  The  action  lasted  two  hours,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  we 
forced  their  breastworks  at  the  muzzles  of  their  guns,  took  two  pieces  of  brass  can- 
non, with  a  number  of  prisoners,  but  before  I  could  get  them  into  proper  fcfrm  again 
1  received  intelligence  that  there  was  a  large  reinforcement  within  two  miles  of  us, 
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on  their  march,  which  occasioned  us  to  renew  our  attack.  Hut,  lucky  for  us,  Col. 
Warner's  regiment  came  up,  which  put  a  slop  to  their  career.  We  soon  rallied,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  the  action  begun  very  warm  and  desperate,  which  lasted  till  night. 
We  used  their  own  cannon  against  them,  which  proved  of  great  service  to  US.  At 
sunset  we  obliged  them  to  retreat  a  second  time.  We  pursued  them  till  dark,  when 
I  was  obliged  to  halt  for  fear  of  killing  my  own  men.  We  recovered  two  pieces 
more  of  their  cannon,  together  with  all  their  baggage,  a  number  of  horses,  carriages, 
etc.,  killed  upwards  of  two  hundred  of  the  enemy  in  the  held  of  battle.  The  num- 
ber of  the  wounded  is  not  yet  known,  as  they  are  scattered  about  in  man)'  places.  I 
have  one  lieutenant-colonel,  since  dead,  one  major,  seven  captains,  fourteen  lieuten- 
ants, four  ensigns,  two  cornets,  one  judge-advocate,  one  baron,  two  Canadian  offi- 
cers, six  sergeants,  one  aide  de-camp,  and  seven  hundred  prisoners.  I  almost  forgot 
one  Hessian  chaplain.  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  Gen.  Burgoyne's  instructions  to  Col. 
Baiun,  who  commanded  the  detachment  that  engaged  us.  Our  wounded  are  forty- 
two.  Ten  privates  and  four  officers  belonging  to  my  brigade  are  dead.  The  dead 
and  wounded  in  the  other  corps  I  do  not.  know,  as  they  have  not  brought  in  their 
returns  as  yet.  I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  regard  and  respect,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant.  John  Stark. 

The  account  written  by  Lieutenant  Glick,  Colonel  Banm  having1  been 
mortally  wounded  by  a  rifle  ball  which  penetrated  his  body,  is  deemed 
an  impartial  story  of  the  battle.  As  will  be  observed  he  was  very 
complimentary  to  the  skill  and  sagacity  of  General  Stark  and  the 
bravery  of  his  troops.     In  his  letter  Lieutenant  Glick  wrote: 

It  has  been  stated  that  during  the  last  day's  march  our  little  corps  was  joined  by 
many  of  the  country  people,  most  of  whom  demanded  and  obtained  arms,  as  persons 
friendly  to  the  royal  cause.  How  Col.  Baum  became  so  completely  duped  as  to  place 
reliance  on  these  men,  1  know  not ,  but  having  listened  with  complacency  to  their 
previous  assurances  that  in  Bennington  a  large  majority  of  the  populace  were  our 
friends,  he  was  somehow  or  other  persuaded  to  believe  that  the  armed  bauds  of 
whose  approach  he  was  warned  wore  loyalists  on  their  way  to  make  a  tender  of  their 
services  to  the  leader  of  the  king's  troops.  .  We  might  have  stood  about  half 
uu  hour  under  arms,  watching  the  proceedings  of  a  column  of  four  or  live  hundred 
men,  who,  alter  dislodging  the  pickets,  had  halted  just  at  the  edge  of  the  open  coun- 
try, when  a  sudden  tramping  of  feet  in  the  forest  on  our  right,  followed  by  the  re- 
port of  several  muskets,  attracted  our  attention.  .  .  A  loud  shout,  followed  by  a 
rapid  though  straggling  lire  of  musketry,  warned  us  to  prepare  for  a  meeting  the 
reverse  of  friendly.  Instantly  the  Indians  came  pouring  in,  carrying  dismay  and 
confusion  in  their  countenances  and  gestures.  We  were  surrounded  on  all  sides; 
columns  were  advancing  everywhere  against  us,  and  those  whom  we  had  hitherto 
treated  as  friends  had  only  waited  till  the  arrival  of  their  support  might  justify  them 
in  advancing.  The  column  in  our  front  no  sooner  heard  the  shout  than  they  replied 
cordially  and  loudly  to  it;  then,  firing  a  volley  with  deliberate  and  murderous 
aim,  rushed  furiously  towards  us.  Now,  then,  al  length  our  leader's  dreams  of 
security  were  dispelled.     He  found  himself  attacked  in  front  and  llank  by  thrice  his 
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numbers,  who  pressed  forward  with  the  confidence  which  our  late  proceedings  were 
calculated  to  produce,  whilst  the  very  persons  in  whom  we  had  trusted,  and  to  whom 
we  had  given  arms,  lost  no  time  in  turning  them  against  him.  These  fellows  no 
sooner  heard  their  comrades'  cry  than  they  deliberately  discharged  their  muskets 
amongst  Riedesel's  dragoons,  and  dispersing  before  any  steps  could  be  taken  to  seize 
them,  escaped,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two,  to  their  friends. 

If  Col.  Baum  had  permitted  himself  to  be  duped  into  a  great  error,  it  is  no  more 
than  justice  to  confess  that  he  excited  himself  manfully  to  remedy  the  evil  and  avert 
its  consequences.  Our  little  hand,  w  hich  had  hitherto  remained  in  column,  was  in- 
stantly ordered  to  extend,  and  the  troops  lining  the  breastworks  replied  to  the  lire  of 
the  Americans  with  extreme  celerity  and  considerable  effect.  So  close  and  destruc- 
tive, indeed,  was  oin'  first  volley  that  the  assailants  recoiled  before  it,  and  would 
have  retreated,  in  all  probability  within  the  woods;  buterewe  could  take  ad  vantage 
ol  the  confusion  produced,  fresh  attacks  developed  themselves,  and  we  were  warmly 
engaged  in  every  side,  and  from  all  quarters.  It  became  evident  that  each  of  our 
detached  posts  was  about  to  be  assailed  in  the  same  instant.  Not  one  of  our  dis- 
positions had  been  concealed  from  the  enemy,  who,  on  the  contrary,  seemed  to  be 
aware  of  the  exact  number  of  men  stationed  at  each  point,  and  they  were  one  and 
all  threatened  by  a  force  perfectly  adequate  to  bear  down  opposition,  and  yet  by  no 
means  disproportionately  large,  or  such  as  to  render  the  main  body  inefficient.  All, 
moreover,  was  done  with  the  sagacity  and  coolness  of  veterans  who  perfectly  under- 
Stood  the  nature  of  the  resistance  to  be  expected  and  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome, 
and  who,  having  well  considered  and  matured  their  plans,  were  resolved  to  carry 
them  into  execution  at  all  hazards,  and  at  every  expense  of  life. 

It  wasat  this  moment,  when  the  heads  of  columns  began  to  show  themselves  in 
the  rear  of  our  right  and  left,  that  the  Indians,  who  had  hitherto  acted  with  spirit 
and  something  like  order,  lost  all  confidence  and  lied.  .  This  vacancy,  which 
the  retreat  of  the  savages  had  occasioned,  was  promptly  filled  up  by  one  of  oui  two 
field-pieces,  whilst  the  oilier  poured  destruction  among  the  enemy  in  front  as  often 
as  they  showed  themselves  in  the  open  country  or  threatened  to  advance. 

In  this  state  things  continued  upwards  of  three-quarters  of  an  hour  Though  re- 
poivU'dly  assailed  in  front,  Hanks,  and  rear,  we  maintained  ourselves  with  so  much 
obstinacy  as  to  inspire  a  hope  that  the  enemy  niighl  even  yet  be  kept  at  bay  till  the 
arrival  of  [ireyniann's  corps,  now  momentarily  expected,  when  an  accident  occurred, 
which  at  once  put  an  end  to  this  expectation,  and  exposed  us,  almost  defenseless,  to 
our  late.  The  solitary  tumbril  which  contained  the  whole  ol  our  spare  ammunition 
became  ignited,  and  Mew  up  with  a  violence  w  hich  shook  the  very  ground  under  our 
feet  and  caused  a  momentary  cessation  in  firing,  both  on  our  side  and  that  of  the 
enemy.  Hut  the  cessation  was  only  for  a  moment.  The  American  officers,  guessing 
the  extent  of  our  calamity,  cheered  their  men  on  to  fresh  exertions.  They  rushed 
up  the  ascent  with  redoubled  ardor,  m  spite  of  the  heavy  volley  which  we  poured  in 
to  check  them;  and,  finding  our  guns  silent,  they  sprung  over  the  parapet  and  dashed 
within  our  works,  for  a  few  seconds  the  scene  which  ensued  defies  all  power  of 
language  to  describe.  The  bayonet,  the  butt  of  the  rifle,  the  sabre,  the  pike  were  in 
full  play,  ami  men  fell,  as  they  rarely  fall  in  modern  war,  under  the  direct  bJows  of 
their  enemies.     Hut  such  a  struggle  could  not,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  of  long 
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continuance.  Outnumbered,  broken,  and  somewhat  disheartened  by  late  events,  our 
people  wavered  and  fell  back,  or  fought  singly  and  unconnectedly,  till  they  were 
either  cut  down  at  their  posts,  obstinately  defending  themselves,  <>r  compelled  to 
surrender.  Of  Riedesel's  dismounted  dragoons  few  survived  to  tell  how  nobly  they 
had  behaved.  Col.  Baum,  shot  through  the  body  by  a  ride  ball,  lull  mortally 
wounded;  and,  all  order  and  discipline  bring  lost,  (light  or  submission  was  alone 
thought  of.  For  my  own  part,  whether  the  feeling  arose  from  desperation  or  acci- 
dent 1  cannot  tell,  but  I  resolved  not  to  be  taken.  As  yet  I  had  escaped  almost  un- 
hurt, a  slight  llesh  wound  in  the  left  arm  having  alone  fallen  to  my  share,  and, 
gathering  around  me  about  thirty  of  my  comrades,  we  made  a  rush  where  the 
enemy's  ranks  appeared  weakest,  and  burst  through.  This  done,  each  man  made 
haste  to  shift  for  himself,  without  pausing  to  consider  the  fall  of  his  neighbor,  and, 
losing  one-third  of  our  number  from  the  enemy's  lire,  the  remainder  took  refuge,  in 
groups  of  two  or  three,  within  the  forest. 

Neither  of  these  gives  a  complete  description  of  all  the  fighting  that 
occurred,  fora  second  battle,  though  not  a  severe  one,  occurred.  Baum 
and  the  remnant  of  his  army  were  still  exchanging  shots  with  the  Ameri- 
cans when  Col.  Breyman,  who  had  been  dispatched  by  Burgoyne,  through 
Sir  Francis  Clark,  to  relieve  Baum,  arrived  at  Sancoik.  He  was  delayed 
by  bad  roads  ami  did  not  reach  his  objective  point  until  about  4.80 
p.  m.  Very  soon  after  he  was  fired  mi  by  a  small  body  of  Americans. 
General  Stark's  forces  had  fought  desperately  ami  were  in  no  condition 
to  meet  the  reserve  forces  of  Breyman,  The  latter  immediately  opened 
a  steady  fire.  Stark  was  at  the  point  of  retreating,  but  he  heeded  the 
appeals  of  Colonel  Warner  and  resisted  Breyman.  Hut  they  could  not 
hold  out  tor  long  against  the  fresh  foe  and  soon  began  slowly  to  retreat, 
keeping  np  a  steady  lire  meantime.  Colonel  Warner's  reinforcements 
soon  appeared,  in  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Safford,  and  the 
day  was  saved  to  the  Americans.  But  not  without  hard  work.  law- 
man's cannon  was  taken  and  retaken  and  finally  remained  in  possession 
of  the  Americans.  Little  by  little  Stark's  forces  made  gains  and  Brey- 
man retreated,  gradually  at  first  and  then  with  increasing  rapidity. 
The  British  forces  were  completely  routed.  General  Stark  wrote: 
"Ottr  martial  courage  proved  too  hard  for  them."  And  again:  "We 
pursued  them  until  dark,  but,  had  daylight  lasted  one  hour  longer,  we 
should  have  taken  the  whole  body  of  them."  The  battle  ended  prac- 
tically where  it  began,  at  the  Sancoik  mill.  Breyman's  forces  readied 
Cambridge  that  night,  and  the  next  day,  Sunday,  August  17,  arrived 
at  Bttrgoyne's  camp  at  Saratoga. 

Among  the  trophies  of  the  two  battles  were  four  brass  field  cannon, 
twelve  brass  drums,  250  sabres,  four  ammunition  wagons,  several  hun- 
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dred  stand  of  arms  and  658  prisoners.  Two  hundred  and  seven  British 
were  left  dead  on  the  field.  Of  the  prisoners  taken  by  the  Americans, 
thirty  were  officers,  thirty-six  were  British  soldiers,  l>!>8  were  Hessians, 
thirty-eight  were  Canadians  and  155  were  Tories,  many  of  whom  were 
personally  known  to  their  captors.  The  loss  of  the  Americans  in  both 
engagements  was  about  thirty  killed  and  fori}'  wounded.  Colonel  Baum 
and  Colonel  Pfister  were  both  so  badly  wounded  that  the)'  died  within 
a  couple  of  days. 

According  to  a  map  made  by  Lieutenant  Ihirnford,  Colonel  Baum's 
engineer,  and  published  in  Burgoyne's  State  of  the  Expedition,  the 
land  in  front  of  Baum,  east  of  the  river,  also  southward  over  the  Cam- 
bridge (Sancoik)  road  and  in  other  plaees,  was  extensively  cleared. 
The  breastworks  on  the  hill  had  woods  immediately  in  front  and  down 
the  river  and  on  the  right  down  the  road,  "with  the  exception  of  a 
cleared  lot  and  an  unbroken  wilderness  on  Baum's  left  to  the  north- 
ward, and  on  his  rear  to  the  westward."  The  hill  occupied  by  the 
main  body  ol  troops  was  abrupt  and  of  some  height,  between  300  and 
400  feet.  At  its  base  lay  the  Walloomsack  river,  which  ran  nearly 
south.  Within  the  main  fortifications  on  the  top  of  this  hill  were  most 
of  Riedesel's  dragoons  and  a  bod)'  of  Canadians,  while  in  front  of  them, 
further  down  the  hill,  were  the  balance  of  this  corps.  Chasseurs  held 
the  foot  of  the  hill  in  front.  To  the  right  of  these,  near  the  river,  were 
Canadians  and  grenadiers,  while  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  about 
a  thousand  feet  ahead,  Peters's  corps  of  provincials  had  been  posted 
behind  fortifications  in  command  of  Col.  Blister,  a  retired  British  lieu 
tenant  of  the  French  war.  Canadians  were  also  posted  across  the 
bridge  and  grenadiers  held  a  point  a  quarter  ol  a  mile  west  o1  the 
bridge. 

The  whole  country  was  electrified  by  the  news  of  the  victor}-  at 
Walloomscoik,  as  it  was  then  commonly  called,  for  the  battle  was  fought 
entirely  in  the  town  of  Hoosick  and  not  at  Bennington  at  all.  Consid- 
ering the  numerical  strength  of  the  opposing  forces,  the  raw  and  un- 
trained troops  of  the  Americans,  who  were  poorly  armed,  and  the 
experience  and  high  training  of  most  of  the  enemy,  whose  equipment 
was  very  much  superior  to  that  of  the  Colonial  forces,  the  victory 
was  indeed  a  great  and  cheering  one.  The  undisciplined  farmers 
with  their  hunting  guns  and  without  bayonets  stormed,  without 
the  slightest   hesitancy,  entrenchments  manned  with    regular  troops 

and    defended    by    heavy    cannon.      Bancroft,   in    his  review  ot  the 
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battle,  refers  to  it  as  "one  of  the  most  brilliant  and  eventful  of 
the  war."  The  enemy  felt  the  loss  of  men  and  material  severely.  On 
the  other  hand  confidence  in  the  American  army  had  been  inspired  and 
patriots  began  Hocking  from  all  quarters  to  the  recruiting  stations.  The 
spirits  of  the  British  were  correspondingly  depressed.  Historians  now 
agree  that  the  fate  of  Burgoyne  was  scaled  at  Walloomsack.  The 
British  general  had  become  disheartened  and  undoubtedly  realized  that 
his  plan  of  campaign  could  not  possibly  succeed  with  such  a  widespread 
feeling  of  patriotism. 

General  Stark  had  been  censured  by  Congress  for  his  refusal  to  move 
his  forces  to  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson,  as  he  had  been  ordered  to  do 
by  General  Schuyler ;  but  al  ter  the  battle  at  Walloomsack  the  national 
legislature,  determined  to  make  amends  for  what  they  now  considered 
an  injudicious  act,  on  October  4,  1777,  unanimously  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  presented  to  General  Stark  of  ihc  New 
Hampshire  Militia,  and  the  officers  and  troops  under  Ins  command,  for  their  brave 
and  successful  attack  upon  and  signal  victory  over  the  enemy  in  their  lines  at  Ben- 
nington; and  that  Brigadier  Stark  be  appointed  Brigadier-General  in  the  arm)' of 
llie  V  nited  States. 

Two  weeks  after  the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  October  11.  1777, 
Burgoyne  and  his  arm)'  surrendered  at  Saratoga,  an  event  which  was 
made  practically  certain  by  the  great  victory  at  Walloomsack,  or 
Moosick,  and  the  inspiring  effect  it  had  upon  the  patriots  in  all  sections 
of  the  country. 

The  two  desperate  engagements  in  the  town  of  Moosick,  recorded  in 
history  us  the  battle  of  l>ennington,  terminated  the  active  operations 
of  the  War  of  the  Revolution  within  the  limits  oi  w  hat  is  now  known 
as  Rensselaer  county.  As  soon  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  county  had  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  short,  sharp 
and  decisive  campaign  of  Colonel  Baum,  preparations  were  renewed  on 
all  sides  in  anticipation  of  the  threatened  invasion  oi  the  main  army  of 
General  Burgoyne.  The  British  general,  however,  was  unable  to  con- 
tinue his  march  to  the  southward.  He  had  been  compelled  to  halt  at 
Saratoga  until  he  could  obtain  provisions  and  stores,  and  he  stood  in 
great  need  of  additional  supplies  of  horses,  vehicles  and  cattle  for  beef. 
The  expedition  of  Baum,  which  he  had  firmly  believed  would  result  in 
bringing  him  several  hundred  horses  and  large  quantities  of  provisions, 
had  failed  miserably  and  he  had  lost,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners 
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of  war,  over  one-ninth  of  his  army.  Many  of  his  Indian  allies  had  also 
deserted  him.  He  had  been  obliged  to  reduce  the  rations  of  his  sol- 
diers and  many  other  circumstances  had  combined  to  render  his  condi- 
tion a  critical  and  disheartening  one.  To  advance  would  have  been 
extremely  hazardous  under  the  existing  conditions,  yet  he  hardly  dared 
to  risk  the  loss  of  another  thousand  men  by  sending  out  another  forag- 
ing expedition.  The  patriot  troops  under  General  Gates,  who  had  suc- 
ceeded General  Schuyler  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Hoosick,  were 
gradually  advancing  toward  his  position  and  spreading  out  preparatory 
to  surrounding  his  arm}'.  Day  by  day  his  position  grew  critical.  lie 
could  not  turn  back,  for  his  army  could  hardly  have  found  means  of 
subsistence  on  the  march  to  Canada. 

A  few  daj's  after  the  battle  of  Hoosick  General  Lurgovne  received 
intelligence  of  a  still  greater  reverse.  In  the  early  days  of  his  invasion 
a  large  force  of  Canadians,  Tories  and  Indians  under  General  St.  Leger 
had  been  sent  by  way  pi  Oswego  against  Fort  Schuyler,  at  the  head  of 
navigation  on  the  Mohawk  river,  which  was  occupied  by  a  small  garri- 
son under  Colonel  Gansevoort.  The  fort  was  in  vested  by  St,  Leger  August 
)>,  1777,  but  the  gallant  General  Nicholas  Herkimer,  at  the  head  of 
militia  rallied  from  the  surrounding  country,  marchedto  the  relief  of  the 
garrison.  While  approaching  the  fort  the  patriots  fell  into  an  Indian  am- 
buscade and  a  desperate  hand  to  hand  fight  ensued  in  the  woods.  I  Ierki- 
mer  was  defeated,  losing  100  men  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners. 
The  Indian  loss  was  but  slightly  smaller.  Hardly  had  the  tumult  of  the 
conflict  died  away  when  the  garrison  made  a  sally  from  the  fort  and 
carried  every  thing  before  them,  returning  with  many  prisoners.  The 
feariess  General  Benedict  Arnold  was  on  his  way  from  Albany  with  a 
detachment  for  the  relief  of  the  fort,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  learned  that 
he  was  near,  the  treacherous  Indians  plundered  the  British  camp  and 
iled  precipitate!)'.  In  dismay  St.  Leger  abandoned  the  siege  and  re- 
treated ami  Port  Schuyler  was  safe  in  the  hands  of  the  patriots. 

Burgoyne  naturally  was  dismayed,  As  the  Americans  advanced 
from  the  south  he  crossed  the  Hudson,  September  I  I,  and  encamped 
at  Saratoga.  On  the  L9th  he  attacked  the  patriot  army,  but  the  result 
was  a  victory  for  neither  side.  The  patriots  were  besieging  him.  in 
desperation,  October  7  he  hazarded  another  battle,  in  which  he  lost 
about  700  men,  including  several  officers  on  which  he  placed  the 
greatest  reliance.  Arnold's  wild  charge,  at  the  head  of  the  command 
he  had  resigned,  and  made  without  authority,  brought  a  complete 


THE  END  OF  THE  WAR.  65 

victory  for  the  American  forces.  Burgoyn.e  now  found  himself  hemmed 
in  on  all  sides,  with  but  three  days'  short  rations  for  the  soldiers.  He 
had  been  entrapped,  and  the  battle  of  Hoosick  was  the  first  great  step 
toward  his  defeat.  On  October  17  he  agreed  to  terms  of  capitulation, 
and  his  entire  army,  numbering  5,701  men,  became  captives  of  the  ex- 
ulting American  forces.  Among  the  further  fruits  of  the  victory 
were  forty-two  pieces  of  splendid  brass  artillery,  nearly  5,000  muskets 
and  an  immense  quantity  of  ammunition  and  stores.  It  was  one  of  the 
most  decisive  battles  in  the  history  of  any  war. 

Upon  learning  of  the  result  of  the  battles  of  Saratoga  the  colonists 
of  Rensselaervvyck  were  overjoyed.  Knowing  that  there  was  nothing 
inure  to  fear  from  the  British,  at  least  for  some  time  to  come,  prepara- 
tions to  abandon  their  homes  and  farms  ceased  as  if  by  magic.  The 
timid  were  emboldened,  those  who  had  been  secretly  dissatisfied  were 
overawed,  and  great  numbers  of  the  colonists,  many  of  whom,  it  must 
be  related  with  sorrow,  had  belonged  to  that  class  known  as  Tories, 
and  others  who  had  been  lukewarm  in  their  support  of  the  cause  for 
which  the  patriots  were  fighting,  now  openby  committed  their  fortunes 
to  the  cause  of  freedom.  The  proprietor  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck,  who  had  been  considered  by  some  as  inclined  to  lie  tyrannical  and 
selfish,  showed  his  devotion  and  fine  friendship  by  extending  every 
possible  assistance  to  the  distressed  families  who  had  been  fleeing  from 
the  path  of  the  invaders. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Division  of  New  York  into  Counties  and  Organization  of  Rensselaer  County — Work 
of  Developing  the  Resources  of  the  County  Renewed — Act  Erecting  Rensselaer 
County — 'tlie  First  Judges  and  other  Civil  Odicers —  Description  of  the  County — Its 
Geography  and  Geological  Formation. 

Rensselaer  county  is  in  the  eastern  tier  of  the  counties  of  New  York 
State.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Washington  county,  on  the  east 
by  Vermont  and  Massachusetts,  on  the  south  by  Columbia  county  and 
on  the  west  by  Albany  and  Saratoga  counties,  being  separated  from 
the  land  of  the  two  latter  counties  by  the  Hudson  river.  It  is  situated 
between  latitude  42  degrees  25  minutes  and   L2   degrees  55  minutes 
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north,  and  longitude  73  degrees  15  minutes  and  73  degrees  45  minutes 
west  from  Greenwich,  or  3  degrees  15  minutes  and  3  degrees  -15 
minutes  east  from  Washington,  approximately.  Its  length  from  north 
to  south  is  about  thirty-two  miles  and  its  width  from  east  to  west  is 
about  twenty-two  miles.  Its  area  is  690  square  miles,  and  its  popula- 
tion, according  to  the  census  of  1890,  was  124,511.  Its  estimated 
population  in  1896  was  138,000.  The  county  formerly  constituted  the 
eastern  half  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  a  patent  to  which  was 
granted  the  heirs  of  the  first  Patroon,  Killiaen  Van  Rensselaer,  by 
Governor  Andros  in  1678.  The  warrant  given  by  the  Duke  of  York  to 
Governor  Andros  authorizing  the  latter  to  make  the  grant  is  as  follows  :  1 

Whereas  1  have  perused  yB  peticon  of  y  heires  of  Lillian  Van  Renselaer  setting 
forth  their  right  to  certaine  lauds  called  Renselaers-Wicke  (heretofore  called  William- 
sladt  and  now  Albany)  and  have  heard  the  opinions  of  yourselfe  and  of  my  Councell 
at  Law  thereupon:  these  are  to  will  and  require  yon  to  cause  Letters  Patents  under 
the  Seale  of  your  governm'  to  be  granted  to  yc  said  Pet18  to  graunt  and  confirmc 
unto  ym  y  Renselaers-Wicke  Colony  w"'  such  privileges  and  imunities  as  formerly 
they  had  (excepting  y"  fort  called  Oranges  Fort  and  its  outworkes,  if  any  be,  and  y 
lands  they  stand  upon)  and  whereas  dureing  y1'  time  they  have  beene  out  of  posses- 
sion, viz1  since  yl  yeare  1G52.  divers  persons  have  built  several!  houses  upon  some 
part  of  the  p1  misses,  you  are  to  take  care  y'  such  p'sons  and  all  deriveing  und1  y"1 
shall  remaine  in  quiet  possession  of  y  same  yeilding  and  paying  dureing  the  terme 
!il  yeares  to  Commence  from  yu  date  of  y  Lres  Patents  abovemenconed,  unto  v 
said  peticoners  or  their  assignes  such  yearely  rent  as  you  vvlh  the  advice  of  yor  Councell 
shall  thinke  reasonable,  not  exceeding  ye  value  of  two  Leaver  skins  for  y  great  houses 
and  of  one  Heaver  skin  for  yl  middle  sort  of  houses,  and  of  halfe  a  Reaver  skin  for 
the  lesser  sort  of  houses,  and  from  and  after  y  expiracon  of  y  said  HI  yeares 
the  rent  for  y1'  future  to  be  agreed  on  betweene  y  said  partyes  themselves,  or  as  you 
.11  voui  success"  for  y°  time  being,  w'1' y  advice  of  your  Councell  shall  judge  reason- 
able. All  w,h  y  S'1  lV't"  do  assent  unto.  And  further  von  arc  to  take  care  v'  y 
Pel'"  and  all  y1  claime  und1  y"'  shall  from  lime  to  time  well  ami  truly  pay  and 
p'form  all  publique  dutyes  and  impositions  as  formerly  have  beene  by  y1"  or  then 
p'decess'"  and  all  such  as  shalbe  imposed  by  my  sclfe  or  by  you  or  other  mv  Ll 
Govern'*  for  y  time  being  upon  y  other  persons  y1  hold  and  enjoy  any  part  of  y 
lands  or  Colonyes  w'hin  the  territories  of  New  Yorke  or  Albany  or  their  Depend- 
encyesin  America.  For  all  w,  h  ye  shalbe  your  Wan1.  Given  under  my  hand  & -Seale 
at  S1.  James's  y6  7"1  day  of  June  11178. 


J nst  sixty  years  after  the  Walloons  landed  at  Fort  Orange,  Nov.  1, 
L683,  during  the  reign  of  Charles  11  of  England,  the  colony  of  New 
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York  was  divided  into  counties  for  the  first  time.  For  a  period  of  108 
years  thereafter  all  the  territory  lying  northerly  and  westerly  of  the 
division  known  at  that  time  as  Ulster  county  and  adjacent  thereto 
formed  Albany  county.  It  was  a  vast  expanse  of  territory,  and  for  a 
long  time  its  northern  and  western  boundaries  were  vague  and  indefi- 
nite. The  county  was  again  divided  by  an  act  of  the  provincial  legis- 
lature March  24,  1772,  and  from  it  two  new  counties  in  addition  to 
Albany  were  erected.    They  were  the  counties  of  Tryon  and  Charlotte. 

Tryon  county  took  its  name  from  William  Tryon,  the  last  of  the 
colonial  governors  of  New  York.  Within  its  borders  lay  all  that  sec- 
tion of  the  colony  west  of  a  line  running  from  the  Mohawk  river  north 
to  the  Canada  line,  at  a  point  near  the  old  village  of  St.  Regis  and 
passing  south  to  the  Mohawk  between  Schenectadv  ami  Albany.  From 
north  to  south  its  eastern  border  covered  a  distance  of  nearly  200 
miles,  while  its  western  limit  was  Lake  Erie.  Its  seat,  or  shire  town, 
was  Johnstown,  now  the  seat  of  Fulton  county  and  for  many  years  tin- 
residence  of  Sir  William  Johnson.  Tryon  and  Charlotte  counties  em- 
braced practically  the  entire  northern  half  of  what  is  now  New  York 
State. 

Charlotte  county,  named  after  Princess  Charlotte,  daughter  of  George 
III,  was  nearly  as  great  in  extent  as  its  neighbor  on  the  west.  Its 
western  boundary  was  identical  with  the  eastern  boundary  of  Tryon 
county.  Its  southern  boundary  was  the  territory  now  embraced  in 
Saratoga  country  on  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson,  and  the  Battenkill, 
in  the  present  Rensselaer  county.  Most  of  the  present  State  of  Ver- 
mont which  formed  a  part  of  the  New  Hampshire  grants,  was  then 
claimed  b\  New  York,  and  the  western  part  of  this  territory  also 
formed  a  part  of  the  county  ot  Charlotte.  Its  county  seat  was  at  Fort 
Edward.  The  southern  and  eastern  boundaries  of  the  county  of 
Albany,  which  was  the  original  county,  were  unchanged  at  this  time. 

The  division  of  Albany  county,  briefly  stated,  was  as  follows:  Tryon 
and  Charlotte  counties  were  taken  off  in  1772,  Columbia  in  178G, 
Rensselaer  and  Saratoga  in  1791,  a  part  of  Schoharie  in  1795,  a  part  of 
Greene  in  1800  and  Schenectady  in  1809.  The  manor  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck  was  erected  into  a  district  March  24,  1772.  The  whole  of  the 
present  county,  except  the  towns  of  Schaghticoke,  Pittstown,  Ttoosick, 
the  north  part  of  Lansingburgh  and  a  part  of  Troy,  was  comprised  in 
the  Rensselaerwyck  patent.  At  the  time  of  the  division  of  Albany 
county  referred  to,  the  section  was  formally  divided  into  four  districts — 
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Rensselaerwyck,  Hoosick,  Pittstown  and  Schaghticoke.  Pittstown  had 
previously  been  organized  as  a  township  of  Albany  county  July  £:>, 
1761.  Sixteen  years  after  the  formation  of  these  four  districts  the 
other  three  were  organized  as  townships  of  Albany  county,  and  three 
years  later,  Feb.  7,  J  791,  the  county  of  Rensselaer  was  set  apart  from 
Albany  county  by  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  .and 
named  after  the  old  patroon,  Killiacn  Van  Rensselaer. 

As  soon  as  peace  had  supplanted  the  excitement  caused  by  the  local 
troubles  incident  to  the  campaign  of  General  Burgoyne,  the  farmers  of 
the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck  renewed  with  greater  vigor  than  ever 
the  work  of  developing  the  resources  of  their  possessions.  The  exist- 
ing official  records  of  Albany  count)',  in  which  Rensselaer  was  in- 
cluded, show  many  transactions  in  real  estate  din  ing  that  period.  The 
war  continued  for  six  years  more  in  various  parts  of  the  united  colonies, 
but  its  blood)-  hand  was  felt  no  more  in  the  valley  of  the  Upper  Hud- 
son. The  threatening  clouds  of  war  had  passed  southward  from 
Northern  New  York  when  Burgoyne  had  handed  over  his  sword  to  the 
victorious  General  Gates,  to  reappear  no  more.  Long  before  peace 
was  finally  proclaimed  prosperity  began  to  be  seen  on  all  sides  in  the 
inhabited  portions  of  the  county.  The  superior  advantages  of  the  ter- 
ritory adjacent  to  the  Hudson  on  both  sides  rapidly  became  known. 
Immigrants  from  Vermont  and  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut,  hearing 
of  the  opportunities'  of  trade  which  presented  themselves  to  the 
settlers  in  the  vicinity  of  Troy  and  Albany,  and  appreciating  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  location  near  such  a  market  as  Albany  and  within  a  few 
days'  sail  down  the  Hudson  to  New  Voi  k,  began  Hocking  to  Rensselaer 
county  and  purchasing  land.  New  farms  were  laid  out  by  the  dozen, 
substantial  new  houses  were  erected  and  the  trade  which  had  been 
languishing  under  the  weak  colonial  government  gradually  but  surely 
revived.  With  the  advent  of  farmers  came  merchants,  and  these  were 
speedily  followed  by  professional  men,  mechanics  and  manufacturers. 

The  signing  of  the  treat)'  of  peace  in  ITS;!  was  the  signal  for  great 
rejoicing.  I  t  gave  a  great  impetus  to  trade,  and  nowhere  was  its  effect 
more  felt  than  in  this  county.  The  reorganization  of  the  government 
in  all  departments  was  followed  by  many  changes  in  the  county  bound- 
ary lines  in  New  York  State.  Albany  count)'  was  divided  and  re- 
divided,  as  has  been  described  in  a  previous  chapter.  So  rapid  had 
been  the  growth  of  that  portion  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson  that  it 
was  deemed  advisable  to  erect  a  new  count)',  and  on  February  7,  1791, 
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the  county  of  Rensselaer  was  set  off,  receiving  its  name  from  the 
Patroon,  who  established  the  first  lasting  colony  therein — Killiaen  Van 
Rensselaer.  The  act  erecting'  Rensselaer  count)'  is  contained  in  Chap- 
ter 4  of  the  laws  of  1791  and  is  entitled:  "An  act  for  apportioning 
the  representation  in  the  Legislature  according  to  the  rule  prescribed 
by  the  Constitution  ;  and  for  dividing  the  count)'  of  Albany. "  Omitting 
the  unessential  parts  of  the  law  it  reads: 

That  the  towns  of  Cambridge  and  Easton  in  the  county  of  Albany,  shall  be  and 
hereby  are  annexed  to,  and  shall  hereafter  be  considered  as  pail  of  the  county  of 
of  Washington.  All  that  part  of  the  residue  of  tlie  said  county  of  Albany,  which 
is  on  the  east  side  of  a  line  drawn  through  the  middle  of  the  main  stream  of 
Hudson s  river  with  such  variations  as  to  include  the  islands  lying  nearest  to  the 
east  bank  thereof  shall  be  one  separate  and  distinct  county  and  be  called  and  known 
by  the  name  of  Rensselaer.  .  .  And  the  bounds  ol  the  several  towns  in  the  said 
respective  counties  adjacent  to  and  limited  by  the  Hudsons  river  and  Mohawk  river, 
are  hereby  extended  to  and  limited  by  the  bounds  of  the  said  respective  counties 
herein  described,  provided  nevertheless  that  the  rights  and  privileges  heretofore 
granted  to  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Albany  by  charter  shall  not  be  in  any  wise 
affected  or  abridged.  And  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  several 
counties,  shall  have  and  enjoy  within  the  same  respectively,  all  and  every  the  same 
rights,  powers  and  privileges  as  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  any  other  county 
ill  this  State  and  by  law  entitled  to  have  and  enjoy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  there  shall  be  held  ill 
and  for  each  of  the  said  counties  of  Rensselaer  and  Saratoga  respectively,  a  court  of 
common  pleas  and  a  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  at  such  suitable  and 
convenient  place  within  each  of  the  same  counties  respectively,  as  such  judges  of 
the  court  of  common  pleas  and  such  justices  of  the  peace  as  shall  be  appointed  for 
each  of  the  same  counties  respectively,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  respectively  ap- 
point: And  that  there  shall  be  two  terms  of  the  same  courts  in  each  of  the  same 
counties  respectively,  in  every  year,  to  commence  and  end  on  the  following  days, 
that  is  to  saw  the  fu  st  term  ol  the  courts  of  common  pleas  and  general  sessions  of 
the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  county  of  Rensselaer,  shall  begin  on  the  first  Tuesday 
of  May,  and  may  continue  to  be  held  until  the  Saturday  following  inclusive  ;  and  the 
second  term  of  the  same  courts  in  the  the  same  county  of  Rensselaer  shall  begin  on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  November,  and  may  continue  to  be  held  until  the  Saturday 
following  inclusive.  .  .  And  the  said  courts  of  common  pleas  and  general  sessions 
of  the  peace,  shall  have  the  same  jurisdiction,  powers  and  authorities  in  the  same 
counties  respectively,  as  the  courts  of  common  pleas  and  general  sessions  in  the 
the  other  counties  of  this  State  have  in  their  respective  counties. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  all  courts  and  officers  in  the  said  counties  of  Rensselaer  and  Sara- 
toga respectively,  in  all  cases  civil  and  criminal,  to  confine  their  prisoners  in  the  gaol 
of  the  county  of  Albany,  until  gaols  shall  be  provided  in  the  same  counties  respect- 
ively. Provided  nevertheless  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  affect  any  suit  or  action  already  commenced  or  that  shall  be  commenced  before 
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the  third  Tuesday  of  May  next,  so  as  to  work  a  wrong-  or  prejudice  to  any  of  the 
parties  therein,  or  to  affect  any  criminal  or  other  proceedings,  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  this  State,  but  all  such  civil  and  criminal  proceedings  shall  and  may  be 
proceeded  to  tryal  judgment  and  execution  as  if  this  act  had  never  been  passed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  this  State  shall  be,  and 
is  hereby  divided  into  four  great  districts.  The  southern  district  to  comprehend  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York,  and  the  counties  of  Suffolk,  Queens,  Kings,  Rich 
mond  and  Westchester;  the  middle  district  to  comprehend  the  counties  of  Dutchess, 
Ulster  and  Orange;  the  western  district  to  comprehend  the  city  and  county  of  Al- 
bany, and  the  counties  of  Saratoga,  Montgomery  and  Ontario;  and  the  eastern  dis- 
trict to  comprehend  the  counties  of  Columbia,  Rensselaer,  Washington  and  Clinton. 
And  that  the  number  of  senators  to  be  chosen  in  the  said  districts  shall  be  as  follows: 
In  the  southern  district  eight;  in  the  middle  district  six;  in  the  western  district  five, 
and  in  the  eastern  district  five.  And  that  John  Williams,  Alexander  Webster,  Ed- 
ward Savage  and  Peter  Van  Ness  shall  lie  considered  as  senators  from  the  said 
eastern  district,  and  as  they  respectively  go  out  of  office,  senators  shall  be  chosen  in 
the  said  eastern  district  in  their  places  respectively,  and  at  the  next  annual  election, 
another  senator  shall  be  chosen  in  the  said  eastern  district  in  the  room  of  Samuel 
Townsend,  deceased.  And  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Peter  Schuyler,  Yolkeit  P. 
Douvv,  Leonard  Gansevoort  and  Jellis  Fonda,  shall  be  considered  as  senators  from 
the  said  western  district,  and  as  they  respectively  go  out  of  office,  senators  shall  be 
chosen  in  the  said  western  district  in  their  places  respectively ;  and  that  no  person 
shall  be  chosen  in  the  southern  district  in  the  room  of  the  said  Samuel  Townsend 
deceased;  and  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  is  hereby  directed  to  give  give  notices  of  the 
elections  accordingly. 

Provision  was  also  made  for  the  election  of  five  members  of  the 
Assembly  from  the  county  of  Rensselaer. 

The  first  judges  of  the  new  county  were  Anthony  Ten  Evck,  who 
had  the  title  of  First  Judge;  John  Van  Rensselaer,  Israel  Thompson, 
Robert  Woodworth  and  Jonathan  Brown,  who  were  designated  simply 
as  judges;  |ohn  Knickerbocker,  jr.,  John  \Y.  Sehennerhorn,  Jonathan 
Miles,  Benjamin  1  licks,  Nicholas  Staats,  Robert  Montgomery,  Moss 
Kent  and  John  E.  Van  Allen,  known  as  Assistant  justices.  The  First 
Judge  was  the  presiding  judge.  The  Assistant  Justices  were  appointed 
by  the  Governor  from  among  the  Justices  of  the  Peace.  The  first 
Justices  of  the  Peace  who  held  office  in  1791  were:  Anthony  Ten  Eyck, 
John  Van  Rensselaer,  Israel  Thompson,  Robert  Woodworth,  Jonathan 
Brown,  John  Knickerbocker,  jr.,  John  W.  Sehennerhorn,  Jonathan 
Niles,  Benjamin  I  licks,  Nicholas  Staats,  Robert  Montgomery,  Moss 
Kent,  fohn  E.  Van  Allen,  Levinus  Lansing,  Jonah  Martin,  Hosea 
Moffit,  Daniel  B.  Bradt,  Joseph  Spencer,  David  Brown,  Moses  Vail, 
James  McKown,  Abner  Newton,  Stephen  Gorh am,  [acob  Van  Alstyne, 
Ephraim  Morgan,   Josiah  Masters,  Gerrit  Winne,   Jacob. A.  Lansing, 
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Rowland  Hall,  Hezekiah  Hull,  William  Douglass,  Daniel  Gray,  Jonas 
Odcll,  Benjamin  Randall,  Benjamin  Hanks,  Harmon  Van  Veghten, 
Benjamin  Milks,  Ebenezer  Darling,  Jacob  Vanderheyden,  jr.,  Jacob  C. 
Sehermerhorn,  Nathaniel  Jacobs  and  Simeon  Button.  Moss  Kent 
was  the  first  surrogate,  Silas  Weeks  was  the  first  coroner,  Nich- 
olas Schuyler  was  the  first  county  clerk,  Aaron  Lane  was  the  first 
county  treasurer  and  Albert  Pawling  was  the  first  sheriff,  all  in 
171)1.  The  first  general  election  of  the  count}',  in  L792,  resulted  in  the 
choice  of  Jonathan  Brown,  John  Knickerbocker,  John  W.  Sehermer- 
horn, Thomas  Sickles  and  Moses  Vail  as  representatives  in  the  New 
York  State  Assembly  and  Robert  Woodworth  as  the  first  member  of 
the  State  Senate  from  the  new  county.  The  first  member  of  the 
federal  Congress  was  John  E.  Van  Allen,  who  was  elected  in  1792  and 
served  from  17915  to  1799,  and  the  first  presidential  elector  was  Abraham 
Yates,  jr.,  in  1792. 

Tuesday,  April  15,  1791,  the  first  officers  of  the  county  held  their 
first  meeting,  pursuant  to  law,  in  the  tavern  of  Ananias  Piatt  in  Lans- 
ingburgh.  The  first  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  was  held  the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  1*91,  at  the 
same  place  in  which  the  first  county  officers  held  their  first  meeting. 
It  was  presided  over  by  tin-  First  Judge,  Anthony  Ten  Kyck,  associated 
with  whom  were  all  the  "  fudges"  and  Assistant  Judges  Hicks,  Mont- 
gomery and  Kent.  At  this  term  of  court  these  persons  were  admitted 
to  practice  as  attorneys  ami  counselors  at  law :  John  Woodworth,  Dirck 
Ten  Broeck,  Moss  Kent,  John  V.  Henry,  Peter  1).  Van  Dyck,  Abram 
Hun,  John  Waters  Yates,  Nicholas  F  inula,  Gerrit  Wend. ill.  |ohn  D. 
Dickinson,  (Inert  Van  Schoonhoven,  Cornelius  Yandenbergh,  John 
Lovett,  Peter  K.  lilmendorf,  Sanders  Lansing  and  Francis  Silvester. 
The  court  adopted  thirty  three  rules,  provided  for  a  county  seal — a 
plow,  with  the  words  "Rensselaer  County  Seal  "  engraved  around  the 
edge — and  after  a  session  lasting  three  days  adjourned  to  meet  at  the 
house  of  Stephen  Ashley  in  Troy.  Thereafter  the  county  courts  were 
held  alternately,  until  the  erection  of  the  court  house,  at  the  two 
taverns  mentioned.  The  first  Court  of  Over  and  Terminer  and  General 
Jail  Delivery  in  the  county  was  held  July  5,  1791,  at  Piatt's  Inn  in 
Troy. 

The  county  of  Rensselaer  is  described  as  follows  in  the  Revised 
Statutes  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Section  t»,  Title  I,  Chapter  11, 
Part  I : 
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The  county  of  Rensselaer  shall  contain  all  that  part  of  this  State  bounded  easterly 
by  the  eastern  bounds  of  this  State;  southerly  by  the  county  of  Columbia;  westerly 
by  the  middle  of  the  main  stream  of  Hudson's  river,  with  such  variations  as  to  in- 
clude the  islands  lying  nearest  to  the  cast  bank  thereof;  and  northerly  by  a  line  be- 
ginning at  the  mouth  of  Lewis'  creek  or  Kill,  and  running  thence  south  eighty-four 
degrees  east,  to  the  middle  of  Hoosick  river;  then  up  along  lite  same  until  it  is  inter- 
sected by  a  continuation  of  the  before  mentioned  line,  and  then  along  such  continua- 
tion to  the  cast  bounds  of  the  State. 

The  county  is  centrally  distant  from  New  York  north  157  miles  and 
from  the  capital  at  Albany  east  a  trifle  over  eleven  miles.  The  east- 
ern portion  of  the  county  is  broken  and  hilly  and  in  some  places  rather 
mountainous  and  interspersed  with  fertile  valleys.  The  central  and 
western  portion  is  diversified  with  hills  and  a  gently  undulating  surface. 
It  lias  extensive  valleys  and  alluvial  flats  with  a  rich  soil,  and  the  up- 
lands generally  are  well  adapted  to  the  various  purposes  of  agriculture. 
On  the  streams  there  are. an  abundance  of  excellent  mill  sites,  and  the 
numerous  rivers,  creeks  and  brooks  irrigate  every  part  of  the  county. 
The  county  lies  almost  in  the  centre  of  the  great  valley  extending 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Hudson  northward  to  the  valley  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  and  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk.  It  is 
midway  between  the  Green  mountains  of  Vermont  and  the  Catskill 
mountains  of  New  York.  The  central  part  of  the  county,  though  over 
1.50  miles  distant  from  the  sea,  borders  upon  that  part  of  the  Hudson 
river  at  which  the  ebb  and  How  of  the  tide  ceases.  Properly  speaking, 
however,  it  is  not  the  tide  but  the  set-back  from  the  tide  which  causes 
the  regular  rise  and  fall  of  the  water  at  this  point 

Tlie  hills  in  the  county  are  a  part  of  the  great  Appalachian  system. 
None  of  them  are  very  high,  except  in  the  eastern  part  ol  the  county. 
Though  they  are  a  part  ol  the  Appalachian  system  and  no  part  of  the 
Laurentian  system  enters  into  their  make-up,  their  close  proximity  to 
the  Adirondaeks,  which  form  the  most  southerly  part  of  the  Laurentian 
system,  makes  their  study  highly  interesting  to  geologists.  Two  ranges 
of  hills  which  connect  the  Green  mountains  on  the  north  with  the  Cats- 
kills  on  the  south,  traverse  Rensselaer  county  almost  directly  north  and 
south.  They  are  the  Taghkanic  mountains  on  the  east  and  the  Peters- 
burgh  mountains  in  the  centre  and  west.  Between  them  flows  Kinder- 
hook  creek  to  the  south  and  the  Hoosick  or  Hoosac,  and  Little  Hoosick, 
toward  the  north,  the  Hoosick  taking  a  westerly  turn  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  county,  continuing  on  its  course  in  a  general  westerly  direction 
until  it  reaches  the  Hudson.    The  Petersburg!!  mountains  occupy  the 
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largerpart  of  the  county  between  these  rivers  and  the  Hudson,  and  their 
highest  peaks  average  1., 200  to  1,500  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  One 
or  two  peaks  approximate  nearly  2,000  feel  in  height.  In  some  parts  of 
the  county  the  tops  of  the  range  form  plateaus,  the  land  of  which  in  many 
places  is  unfit  for  cultivation.  The  principal  peak  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  Petersburgh  range  is  Bald  mountain,  located  partly  in  Schaghticoke 
and  partly  in  Lansingburgh.  In  the  south  the  highest  is  Meshodae, 
located  in  the  town  of  Nassau.  The  latter  peak  is  the  highest  in  the 
county  and  reaches  an  altitude  greater  than  that  of  any  other  moun- 
tain between  the  Catskill  and  the  Hancock  mountains.  It  received  its 
name  from  the  river  Indian  name,  Isodac,  which  means  "a  burned 
district. " 

The  Hoosick  river,  which  is  the  principal  stream  in  Rensselaer  county, 
is  one  ot  the  principal  tributaries  of  the  Hudson  river.  The  latter  was 
known  by  the  Mohawk  Indians  as  the  Skanektade,  which  means  "  the 
river  beyond  the  open  pines. "  Its  Algonquin  name  was  Cahotatia, 
meaning  "the  river  that  comes  from  the  mountains  lying  beyond  the 
Cahoos  falls."  As  is  told  elsewhere,  the  Algonquin  name  was  trans- 
lated by  Sir  Henry  Hudson  to  mean  "River  of  the  Mountains."  It 
was  also  sometimes  called  the  Nassau  by  the  early  hutch  settlers, 
and  the  Mauritius  by  others,  in  honor  of  the  reigning  family  of  Holland 
and  Prince  Maurice,  respectively.  The  Hoosick  rises  in  Berkshire 
county,  Mass.,  entering  Rensselaer  county  in  the  northeast  corner  of 
the  town  of  Petersburg!.!.  The  Tattle  Hoosick  has  its  source  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  county,  principally  in  the  town  of  Berlin,  and 
Hows  almost  directly  north  into  the  Hoosick.  which  it  joins  in  the  town 
of  Petershurgh.  Kindcrhook  creek  rises  in  the  town  of  Berlin  and 
Hows  south  tli  rough  Stephen  town  in  to  Columbia  count}'.  Several  smaller 
streams  How  westerly  into  the  Hudson,  including  the  Poestenkill,  whose 
mouth  is  in  the  city  of  Troy;  the  Wynantskill,  which  enters  the  Hudson 
two  or  three  miles  to  the  south;  Valatiekill,  which  Hows  south  from 
Nassau,  and  scores  of  other  small  streams. 

To  describe  the  geological  formation  of  the  county  properly  would 
require  more  space  than  can  be  devoted  to  it  in  this  work.  It  has  been 
difficult  to  con-elate  the  various  groups  in  the  county,  which  belong 
partly  to  the  peculiar  development  in  Western  New  England  and  partly 
to  the  more  regular  gradations  of  the  New  York  system. 

Probably  most  of  the  rocky  strata  which  forms  the  ground  work  of 
Rensselaer  county  belongs  to  the  Silurian  age,  or  age  of  inverte- 
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brates,  the  first  age  of  the  Palaeozoic  era,  coming  immediately  after  the 
first  or  Arch;  can  era.  The  rocks  of  the  Lower  Silurian  age  are  mainly  sand- 
stones, shales,  conglomerates  and  limestones.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
age  sandbeds,  now  sandstone,  were  spread  out  over  wide  areas  in  North 
America,  including  practically  all  the  territory  of  what  is  now  Rens- 
selaer county.  The  earliest  Silurian  sandstones  and  shales  have  the 
layers  sometimes  marked  with  ripples,  or  with  mud-cracks,  or  with  the 
tracks  of  the  animals  of  the  era;  and  they  thus  show  that  the}*  were 
not  made  in  deep  water,  but  that  they  were  either  the  sea  shores  or  the 
sand  Hats  or  mud  deposits  off-shore  in  the  age.  Part  of  the  time  they 
were  above  the  water's  level,  exposed  to  the  sun  and  air,  or  no  mud 
cracks  or  ripples  or  tracks  of  animals  would  now  be  visible.  The  lower 
of  these  rocks  are  what  is  known  as  Potsdam  sandstone,  next  coming 
the  calciferous  sand-rock.  The  latter  rock  crops  out  in  many  places 
throughout  the  count)',  particularly  along  the  western  borders,  as  in 
the  vicinity  of  Lansingburgh.  The  only  plant  forms  found  among 
these  rocks  are  sea-weeds  of  that  period.  As  far  as  has  been  discov- 
ered by  geological  research  the  only  animals  which  have  left  their  im- 
press in  these  rocks  are  marine  animals,  principally  mollusks. 

Along  the  eastern  boundaries  of  the  county  arefoundthetalco.se 
and  chloritic  rocks  and  the  limestones,  more  or  less  modified  in  various 
places  by  metamorpliic  agencies.  In  some  places  the  limestone  is 
white,  crystalline,  granular,  dolomitic  stone;  in  others  it  is  yet  practi- 
cally the  primordial  calciferous  rocks  and  the  solid  blue  limestones. 
The  character  of  the  slate  varies.  In  some  localities  it  is  highly  tal- 
cose  or  chloritic,  with  common  red  slate;  in  other  the  slate  is  argilla- 
ceous, the  loot  shite  of  commerce.  In  no  pari  ol  the  county  is  it  firm 
enough  or  near  enough  to  the  surface  in  large  quantities  to  make  it 
valuable  commercially.  Through  the  valley  of  the  Little  Hoosick  river 
are  found  rocks  of  the  same  character  in  abundance.  The  surface  of 
the  Taconic  mountains  abounds  in  boulders  and  milky  quartz,  with  a 
profusion  of  chlorites.  The  chlorite  is  in  small  bodies  of  green  scales, 
and  the  quartz  is  in  loose  bodies,  caused  by  decomposition  and  disinte- 
tegration.  In  many  places  where  the  slate  rock  has  been  despoiled  by 
the  action  of  the  elements,  quantities  of  the  quartz,  which  withstands 
the  decomposing  effect  of  the  atmosphere  better  than  does  slate,  are 
still  found  essentially  uninjured.  On  the  western  descent  of  the  Ta- 
conic range  talcose  slate  predominates,  though  argillaceous  and  chlorite 
slate  is  also  to  lie  found.     In  the  Petersburg!!  valley  is  fcftnnd  a  mixture 
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of  chlorite  and  quartz,  ami  mi  its  western  side  are  distinct  traces  of 
chlorite  slate. 

In  some  sections  of  the  western  half  of  the  county  quantities  of  slate 
and  shale  belonging  t<>  the  Hudson  river  grotip  of  the  Trenton  period 
are  found.  The  Post-Tertiary  period  is  also  distinctly  characterized 
above  the  Old  Silurian  in  parts  of  the  county.  The  first  part  of  this 
period,  or  the  Ice  Age,  shows  in  all  parts  of  the  county  by  the  sand, 
gravel,  cobblestones  and  boulders  which  almost  everywhere  appear; 
while  the  Champ  lain  and  Terrace  epochs  are  conspicuous  on  the  banks 
of  the  Hudson  river,  where  soft  clay  beds  abound. 

Along  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  river,  the  western  boundary  of  the 
county,  is  a  stretch  of  flat,  low  land  varying  from  a  few  rods  to  half  a 
mile  in  width  and  bounded  by  a  series  of  bluffs  from  100  to  200  feet  in 
height.  From  the  summits  of  these  bluffs  the  surface  is  a  broken  and 
hilly  upland,  composed  of  the  drift  deposits,  mixed  with  disintegrated 
slates,  clay  and  sand  predominating  in  different  places.  Hoosick  and 
Little  Hoosick  rivers  and  Kinderhook  creek  flow  through  the  valley  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  county.  The  summit  level  in  this  valley,  be- 
tween the  waters  flowing  north  and  those  flowing  south,  at  South  Ber- 
lin, is  GOO  feet  above  tide.  The  streams  (lowing  from  the  Petersburg!) 
mountains  westward  to  the  Hudson  have  worn  deep  ravines  through 
the  clay  bluffs,  forming  lateral  valleys  which  extend  eastward  from  the 
valley  of  the  river.  Numerous  small  lakes  and  ponds  are  interspersed 
in  the  wild  and  rocky  region  of  the  I'etersburgh  mountains,  forming 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  features  of  the  landscape  in  this  section  of  the 
county.  The  narrow  Hats  along  the  streams  and  a  large  portion  of  t he 
uplands  adapted  to  the  cultivation  ol  grain  and  produce  excellent 
crops,  but  the  soil  generally  is  better  adapted  to  grazing  and  dairying, 
especially  in  the  eastern  towns  of  the  county,  where  these  occupations 
form  the  leading  pursuits,  except  in  the  villages.  The  manufacturing 
industries  are  large  and  constantly  growing  in  Troy,  Lansingburgh, 
Hoosick  kalis,  Valley  Falls,  Schaghticoke,  Greenbush,  CastletoU  and 
some  other  villages,  the  city  of  Troy  being  known  as  the  greatest  cen- 
tre for  the  manufacture  of  shirts,  collars  and  cuffs  in  the  world.  The 
commerce  ami  leading  industries  of  Rensselaer  countv,  however,  are 
fully  described  in  succeeding  chapters. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

The  Erection  of  the  First  County  Buildings — Rivalry  Between  Troy  and  Lansing- 
burgh  as  to  Which  Should  Secure  the  Court  Mouse — Formation  of  New  Towns — Rapid 
Development  of  the  County  and  its  Increasing  Needs — Organization  of  the  Stale 
Militia — Appointments  for  the  Rensselaer  County  Brigade-  Its  Evolution  in  the 
Early  Days  of  the  Nineteenth  Century. 

The  question  of  the  erection  of  the  first  court  house  in  Rensselaer 
county  was  settled  in  a  manner  which  naturally  resulted  in  locating 
it  in  the  village  of  Troy.  By  an  act  of  January  11,  L793,  the  sum  of 
six  hundred  pounds  was  appropriated  by  the  .State  Legislature  for  the 
erection  of  a  court  house  and  jail,  to  which  was  to  be  added  such  amount 
as  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  might  decide  to  give.  Troy  and 
Lansingburgh  were  the  two  principal  towns  in  the  county,  and  they 
were  bitter  rivals.  To  avoid  the  unnecessary  increase  in  the  jealousy 
which  existed  between  them  the  authorities  decidetl  that  the  court 
house  and  other  count)'  buildings  which  it  was  decided  to  build  should 
be  located  in  the  town  subscribing  the  most  money  toward  their  con- 
struction. The  people  of  Troy,  with  that  enterprise  which  has  char- 
acterized them  ever  since  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
quietly  went  to  work  to  secure  the  necessary  amount  of  money.  A 
paper  reading  as  follows  was  circulated,  receiving  the  signatures  of 
sixty-four  Trojans,  who  pledged  themselves  to  pay  the  joint  sum  of 
one  thousand  pounds,  or  nearly  live  thousand  dollars: 

To  all  whom  these  presents  shall  come  or  may  concern:  Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  at  their  present  session  it  was  enacted  that  a 
court  house  and  gaol  should  be  erected  and  built  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer,  within 
sixty  rods  of  the  dwelling  house  of  Stephen  Ashley,  in  the  village  of  Troy  in  the 
town  of  Troy,  and  that  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  should  be  made  payable  to 
the  treasurer  of  said  county  for  the  time  being,  lor  the  purpose  aforesaid,  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  said  village  in  the  town  of  Troy.  Now  therefore  know  ye,  that  we 
whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed  do  respectivelyjiromi.se  to  pay  unto  Albert  Pawl- 
ing and  Christopher  Button,  or  to  one  of  them,  to  their  or  one  of  their  executors,  ad- 
ministrators, or  assigns,  the  sum  of  money  annexed  to  our  respective  names  or?  de- 
mand, which  money  is  to  be  appropriated  to  the  building  of  the  court  house  and  gaol 
as  aforesaid.  Dated  this  fourteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  oP'Our  Lord  one 
thousand  and  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three. 


THE  FIRST  COURT  HOUSE. 


77 


To  make  doubly  sure  and  hasten  the  work,  on  March  22,  179,5,  Jacob 
D.  Vander  Ileyden,  owner  of  most  of  the  land  on  which  the  busi- 
ness portion  of  the  city  of  Troy  is  located,  deeded  to  Robert  Wood- 
worth,  Cornelius  Lansing,  Jacob  A.  Lansing,  Benjamin  Milks,  Thomas 
Sickles,  Jonas  Odell  and  John  Wylie,  supervisors  of  the  county,  the 
lots  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Second  and  Congress  streets,  numbered 
respectively  145,  146  and  147,  on  which  to  erect  the  court  house  and 
jail  which  the  citizens  of  Troy  had  decided  should  be  erected  in  that 
villasre.  Work  on  the  court  house  was  betrim  at  once,  the  building 
occupying  the  site  of  that  which  is  now  occupied  by  the  handsome  new 
court  house  erected  in  1895  and  189C.  It  was  a  handsome  and  sub- 
stantial building  for  its  day.  While  it  was  in  course  of  construction 
Benjamin  Gorton,  county  clerk,  on  Nov.  11,  1794,  advertised  for  pro- 
posals for  the  erection  of  the  jail,  which  was  built  east  of  the  court 
house.    On  February  3,  1794,  the  Legislature  passed  this  law: 

Whereas  a  court  house  has. been  lately  erected  in  and  for  the  county  of  Rensselaer. 
Therefore 

He  it  enacted,  etc. ,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  judges  and  assistant  justices  of 
the  same  court  of  common  pleas  | referred  to  in  the  title  of  the  law],  who  shall  hold 
the  next  court,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  and  for  the  justices  of  the  peace  w  ho  shall 
hold  the  next  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  the  same  county,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  term  or  sessions  of  the  same  courts  respect- 
ively, or  at  any  time  thereafter,  to  adjourn  the  same  courts  respectively  to  the  said 
court  house  in  the  same  county,  and  there  to  hold  the  said  courts. 

The  first  court,  the  court  of  common  pleas,  convened  in  the  court 
house  the  second  Tuesday  in  [line,  1794.  The  jail  was  completed  the 
next  year.  In  addition  to  its  original  appropriation,  in  1791  the  Legis- 
lature voted  the  further  sum  of  eight  hundred  pounds,  in  1797  it  voted 
five  thousand  live  hundred  dollars  and  in  1798  five  hundred  dollars 
more.  The  first  county  clerk's  office  was  in  a  house  in  Lansingburgh, 
previously  occupied  by  N.  Jacobs,  near  that  ol  Col.  fohn  Van  Rensse- 
laer. 

From  this  time  on  many  events  of  interest  to  posterity  occurred  in 
the  county  of  Rensselaer;  but  all  of  these  excepting  those  which  relate 
directly  to  the  county  as  an  institution,  those  which  have  a  local  bear- 
ing only,  will  be  found  preserved  in  their  proper  places,  in  the  history 
of  the  various  towns  in  which  they  transpired. 

From  time  to  lime  in  the  early  days  of  the  county,  and  even  before 
Rensselaer  county  was  set  apart  from  Albany,  road  improvements  were 
provided  for  by  legislative  enactment.     April  1.  179!),  a  turnpike  com- 
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pany  was  incorporated  " for  improving  the  road  from  the  springs  in 
Lebanon  to  the  city  of  Albany. "  At  the  same  time  a  company  was 
incorporated  "  fur  improving  the  road  from  the  village  of  Bath  to  the 
Massachusetts  line."  The  directors  of  the  first  named  company  were 
John  Tryon,  Eleazur  Grant,  John  W.  Schermerhorn,  Jonathan  Hoag, 
Elisha  Gilbert,  James  McKown,  Nathan  Hand,  Moses  King,  John 
Darling,  Jacob  C.  Schermerhorn,  Nathaniel  Brockeway  and  others, 
who  were  empowered  to  "  make  a  good  and  sufficient  road  from  the 
line  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  where  the  road  from  Pittsfield  and 
Hancock  leads  by  or  near  the  springs  in  Canaan,  commonly  called  New 
Lebanon  Springs  in  the  nearest  and  most  direct  route,  as  far  as  cir- 
cumstances will  admit  by  the  house  of  Elisha  Gilbert,  John  W.  Scher- 
merhorn, Jonathan  Hoag  and  James  McKown,  to  the  ferry  near  the 
house  of  John  I.  Van  Rensselaer."  John  Tryon,  Elisha  Gilbert,  John 
W.  Schermerhorn,  Jonathan  Hoag  and  James  McKown  were  appointed 
commissioners  to  direct  the  work. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  same  law  Abraham  Schuyler,  Thomas  Hun, 
Tennis  T.  Van  Vechten,  Barent  Bleecker,  John  C.  Cuyler,  David 
Fonda,  Barent  G.  Staats,  John  Maley,  ( Jerri t  W.  Van  Schaick,  John  E. 
Van  Alen,  Daniel  Gray  and  James  Main  were  empowered,  under  the 
name  of  "the  President  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Eastern  Turn- 
pike Road,"  to  make  "  a  good  and  sufficient  road  from  the  village  of 
Bath  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer,  in  the  nearest  and  most  direct  route 
to  the  house  of  James  Main  in  Peterborough  in  said  county  and  from 
thence  to  the  line  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  where  the  road  from 
Willianislown  to  the  citv  of  Albany  crosses  the  said  line."  I 'avid 
lunula,  John  C.  Cuyler  ami  Sanders  Lansing  were  appointed  commis- 
sioners to  direct  the  construction  of  the  road.  The  law  directed  that 
both  the  roads  should  be  at  least  four  rods  wide,  "  twenty-four  feet  of 
which  shall  be  bedded  with  wood,  stone,  gravel,  or  any  other  hard  sub- 
stance compacted  together,  a  sufficient  depth  to  secure  a  solid  found- 
ation to  the  same,  and  the  said  road  shall  be  face  1  with  gravel  or 
other  hard  substance  in  such  manner  as  to  secure  as  near  as  the  ma- 
terials will  admit  an  even  surface  rising  toward  the  middle  by  a  grad- 
ual arch."  The  rates  of  toll  which  might  be  charged  were  fixed  by 
the  same  law. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  describe  here  the  formation  of  the  several 
towns.  The  setting  apart  of  the  four  districts  of  Rensselaerwyck, 
Hoosick,    Pittstown   and   Schaghticoke,  which  were  made  towns  of 
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Albany  county  March  7,  1788,  and  the  formation  of  Stephen  town  from 
Kensselaerwyck  in  1784,  arc  described  in  another  chapter.  By  the 
act  which  set  apart  the  county  of  Rensselaer  the  town  of  Troy  was 
erected  from  Rensselaerwyck.  March  18,  1791,  Petersburgh  was 
erected  from  Stephentown.  When  the  first  hoard  of  supervisors  met 
in  1791  there  were  therefore  but  seven  towns  in  the  count)',  viz.: 
Rensselaerwyck,  Troy,  Schaghtjcoke,  Hoosick,  Pittstown,  Stephen- 
town  and  Petersburgh.  The  remainder  of  the  sixteen  towns  in  the 
county  were  organized  thus: 

Greenbush  was  formed  from  Rensselaerwyck  April  10,  1702.  A 
second  act  of  incorporation  bears  date  of  March  17,  1705.  In  1812  a 
part  of  the  town  of  Sand  Lake  was  set  off.  February  23,  1855,  Last 
Greenbush  was  set  off  under  the  name  of  Clinton,  and  at  the  same 
time  North  Greenbush  was  taken  from  Greenbush.  This  left  the 
boundaries  of  the  town  of  Greenbush  and  the  village  of  Greenbush 
identical,  as  defined  by  the  act  of  April  9,  1852,  incorporating  the 
village. 

Schodack  was  erected  from  the  remainder  of  Rensselaerwyck  March 
17,  1795,  when  the  name  of  Rensselaerwyck  as  a  town  ceased  to  exist. 

Berlin  was  taken  March  21,  1800,  from  parts  of  Schodack,  Stephen- 
town  and  Petersburgh. 

Nassau  was  formed  on  the  same  date  from  parts  of  the  same  town. 

lhunswick  was  taken  from  Troy  March  '20,  1807. 

Grafton  was  formed  on  the  same  date  from  Troy  and  Petersburgh. 

Lansingbnrgh  was  also  formed  in  the  same  way  from  parts  of  Troy 
and  Petersburgh,  In  isr.)  a  part  of  Schaghticoke  was  annexed;  in  183(i 
a  part  of  Troy  was  set  off  am!  added  to  the  town,  ami  three  years  later 
its  size  was  still  further  increased  by  the  addition  of  a  part  of  the  town 
of  Brunswick. 

Sand  Lake  was  erected  June  19,  1812,  from  parts  of  Berlin  and 
Greenbush. 

I'oestenkill  was  taken  from  Sand  Lake  March  2,  18  18. 

East  Greenbush,  originally  called  Clinton,  was  set  off  from  Green- 
bush Feb.  23,  1855.  Its  name  was  changed  from  Clinton  to  East  Green- 
bush April  1  I,  18"»8. 

North  Greenbush  was  set  off  from  Greenbush  at  the  time  Clinton  was 
erected,  Feb.  23,  1855. 

Troy  was  formed  as  a  town  March  18,  1791.  The  first  village  charter 
was  granted  in  the  latter  part  of  the  same  year,  a  second  one  March 
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25,  1794,  and  another  in  1798.  A  part  of  Brunswick  was  annexed  in 
1814,  and  two  years  later,  April  12,  1816,  Troy  received  a  city  charter. 

As  the  population  of  the  count}-  and  the  consequent  litigation  in- 
creased the  court  house  constructed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century  became  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the  county  and  the  demand 
for  a  more  commodious  and  more  convenient  building  became  general. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors  held  Nov.  15,  1826,  at  the 
hotel  of  William  Pierce  it  was  decided  to  petition  the  State  Legislature 
to  pass  a  law  authorizing  the  county  Legislature  to  raise  by  taxation  a 
sum  (together  with  the  money  which  might  be  contributed  by  the  city 
of  Troy)  not  exceeding  $25,000,  for  the  construction  of  a  new  court 
house.  The  board  at  the  same  time  decided  that,  to  insure  the  erec- 
tion of  said  building,  the  city  of  Troy  must  guarantee  the  payment  of 
two-fifths  of  the  cost  of  the  building  in  addition  to  the  city's  portion  of 
the  remainder  of  the  cost.  The  proposition  was  accepted  by  the  com- 
mon council  of  the  city  of  Troy  on  the  understanding  that  the  munici- 
pal authorities  should  have  accommodations  in  the  building  and  that 
the  new  court  house  should  be  erected  not  far  from  the  site  of  the  old 
one,  and  under  the  direction  of  a  joint  commission  of  the  board  of  su- 
pervisors and  the  common  council.  The  supervisors  agreeing  to  the 
conditions  a  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Townsend  Mc- 
Colm, Ephraim  Morgan,  and  [eremiah  Dauchy.  May  13,  IS'27,  the  .State 
Legislature,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  county,  passed  an 
act  authorizing  the  supervisors  to  raise  by  tax  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$15,000,  for  the  work  of  rebuilding  the  court  house.  Work  was  begun 
at  once.  The  old  building  was  razed  and  temporary  headquarters  for 
the  courts  were  engaged  in  the  Methodist  meeting  house  on  the  north- 
west coi  uer  of  Fifth  and  State  streets.  'Idle  foundations  of  the  new 
building  were  begun  in  1829  on  the  site  of  the  one  described.  The 
Doric  hexastyle  order  of  architecture  was  followed,  the  structure  being 
of  Sing  Sing  marble  and  modeled  principally  after  the  temple  of  The- 
seus at  Athens.  In  March,  1831,  upon  the  completion  of  the  building, 
a  verv  handsome  and  imposing  one  for  its  day,  the  supervisors,  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  agreement,  set  apart  two  rooms  on  the  north  side 
of  the  first  floor,  one  for  the  mayor's  court  and  the  other  for  the  com- 
mon council.  Three  rooms  in  the  basement  were  also  assigned  for 
the  use  of  the  other  city  officers.  The  remainder  of  the  building  was 
reserved  for  the  use  of  the  county.  The  total  cost  of  the  court  house 
was  about  $40,000.     In  it  the  municipal  courts  and  the  sessions  of  the 
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common  council  were  held  until  October,  1876,  at  which  time  the  new 
city  hall  was  occupied. 

liven  before  it  was  decided  to  build  a  new  court  house  the  necessity 
for  a  new  jail  had  become  apparent.  May  17,  1825,  the  common  coun- 
cil of  Troy  voted  to  submit  to  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county  a 
proposition  to  build  a  more  commodious  and  safer  jail,  and  a  committee 
consisting  of  Ephraim  Morgan,  Thomas  Clowes  ami  Jeremiah  Dauchy 
was  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  from  the  board  of  super- 
visors with  that  end  in  view.  The  next  spring",  April  6,  1826,  the 
supervisors  presented  to  the  common  council  a  proposition  toward  the 
same  end.  The  two  bodies  agreed  to  the  plan  in  general  and  it  was 
contracted  between  them  that  the  jail  should  be  erected  on  lot  No.  435 
on  the  east  side  of  Fifth  street  on  the  north  side  of  Perry  street  in  the 
city  of  Troy;  that  the  foundation  should  be  constructed  of  stone  and 
the  superstructure  of  brick ;  that  the  roofs  should  be  of  slate;  that  the 
city  of  Troy  should  give  the  county  a  deed  to  the  land  on  which  the 
building  was  to  be  erected,  and  that  the  city  should  pay  all  taxes  or 
other  charges  which  should  ever  lie  levied  or  assessed  on  the  property. 
The  lot  cost  the  city  $1,125,  and  it  also  cost  $175  for  the  city  to  level 
the  lot  and  make  the  excavations.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  jail  the 
common  council  voted,  Aug.  :2,  1832,  to  place  the  old  court  house  bell 
in  the  cupola  of  the  jail  to  be  rung  in  the  event  of  the  escape  of  a  pris- 
oner and  in  case  of  fire. 

The  House  of  Industry  had  already  been  built  when  the  new  court 
house  and  jail  were  first  decided  upon.  The  common  council  of  Troy 
requested  the  supervisors,  Oct.  I,  1821,  to  raise  $1,500  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  building.  The  supervisors  were  in  accord  w  ith  the  plan 
and  purchased  a  farm  southeast  of  the  city,  about  a  mile  from  its  in- 
habited limits.  Its  cost  was  $4, 502. 28,  and  the  cost  of  the  new  build- 
ing and  the  repairs  to  the  old  one  and  the  barn  was  $>;],062. 56(  making 
the  total  cost,  with  other  necessary  expenses,  $9,064. 84.  To  meet  this 
expense  the  city  was  assessed  $4-, 647. 94,  the  county  paying  the  balance. 

J  list  when  the  first  regiment  of  State  militia  in  the  county  was  formed 
is  not  known.  Though  it  is  known  that  militia  companies  existed  in 
the  county  very  early  in  the  nineteenth  century,  and  possibly  some  were 
organized  during  or  immediately  after  the  Revolutionary  war,  there 
are  no  official  minutes  on  the  subject  until  the  year  1802.  We  have 
knowledge  of  the  action  of  militia  companies  in  various  parts  of  the 
State  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and  Rensselaer  cyunty,  with 
n 
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its  increasing  population  and  patriotic  spirit,  undoubtedly  supported  one 
or  nmre  companies  before  the  days  in  which  official  records  began  to 
be  made.  However,  in  the  year  1802,  on  February  28,  Sol.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, the  adjutant-general,  issued  general  orders  which  read:  "You 
are  requested  to  deliver  the  ordnance  in  vour  possession  to  (.'apt.  Joseph 
Alexander,  of  the  Artillery,  in  the  limits  of  your  regiment."  That 
there  was  a  militia  company  in  the  county  at  least  two  years  prior  to 
that  time  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  name  of  Nathaniel  Adams  ap- 
pears as  brigade  quartermaster  June  8,  L800.  The  list  of  appoint- 
ments for  the  Rensselaer  county  brigade  of  the  militia  contains  these 
names : 

Field  and  Staff. — February  22,  18053,  Michael  S.  Vandercook,  inspector.  March 
22,  LSI ><>,  Hosea  Mofiitt,  brigadier-general.  June  8,  1800,  Nathaniel  Adams,  brigade 
quartermaster. 

Captains.  —March  7,  1803,  Amos  Potter  (2d);  March  is,  1803,  Jacob  Lansing ;  May 
'J  I,  1801),  Henry  Koon — rillemen. 

First  Lieutenants. —  March  7,  1803,  Thomas  ( )sborne ,  March  18,  1803,  George 
Young;  May  24,  1809,  David  Bell— riflemen. 

Second  Lieutenants. — March  7,  1803,  Joseph  Potter;  May  24,  1800,  James  De 
Freest — rillemen. 

AK  TllJ.I-.K  V. 

Fielil  and  Staff. — March  27,  1805,  Francis  Saltus,  second  major. 
Captains.— April  li,  1807,  James  1 ).  Wallace. 

Second  Lieutenants. —  April  (i,  1807,  George  R.  A.  Pickett's;  April  (i,  1807, 
Nathaniel  Richards. 

ONI'.  [lUNUKIiU  A N  1 1   Hl'TV-HI-  1  II  ItKUIMKNT, 

Field  and  Staff.  -  March.  IS,  180!!,  Abram  Ten  Evek,  lieutenant-colonel  command- 
ing; Stephen  Andivs,  adjutant,  April  2,  isn;;,  Direk  Yauderheyden,  quartermaster; 
]ohn  Loudon,  surgeon.  April  ■>,  1805,  Adam  Vales,  lieutenant-colonel  commanding; 
Henry  T.  15.  Schuyler,  second  major.  March  22,  1800,  Henry  T.  F.  Schuyler,  lirst 
major;  Levinus  R.  Winsor,  second  major,  G union  Corning,  adjutant.  April  li, 
1807,  John  (1.  Vanderheyden,  paymaster  June  8,  IN00,  Thomas  Davis,  second 
major;  Barent  Schuyler,  paymaster;  David  Butlor,  chaplain;  Hugh  \V.  Henry, 
surgeon's  mate ;  John  Sampson,  quartermaster.  May  2-1,  1809,  Ely  Burritt,  surgeon. 
March  12,  181(1,  Barent  Schuyler,  adjutant;  Martin  Van  Alstyne,  paymaster. 

Captains.  —  March  is,  1803,  Abraham  Lansing,  Francis  Collison,  Nathaniel 
Adams;  March  Mi,  1804,  Joseph  Stead;  April  5,  1805,  Solomon  Buckle)',  Henry 
Searls,  James  Adams,  John  1.  Fonda;  March  ','2,  ISlMi,  Jonathan  Hatch,  Daniel 
Simmons,  John  1.  Fonda,  jr.;  April  li,  1807,  Hazard  Kimberly,  Svlvanus  Jenks  Pen- 
niman,  Thomas  Davis;  June  8,  1808,  William  S.  Parker,  Hbene/.er  W.  Walbfidge, 
Guilford  D.  Young,  Amos  Salisbury  ,  November  11,  1808,  Guilford  D.  Young,  Will- 
iam S.  Parker;  May  2-1,  1800,  Frederick  G.  Bergen,  Cornelius  SVeartwood,  John 
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Newman;  May  31,  1809,  Zachariah  Curtis;  March  12,  1810,  John  De  Freest,  jr.; 
April  10,  1811,  Ebenezer  W.  Wal bridge. 

Lieutenants. — March  18,  1803,  Daniel  Goewey,  Patrick  Agan,  Jonathan  Hatch, 
John  C.  Kedmund;  April  16,  1804,  Daniel  Simmons;  April  5,  1805,  Hazard  Kimberly, 
Reuben  15.  Crowner,  Isaac  Hasbrouck,  John  De  Freest,  jr.,  Joseph  Chambers; 
March  22,  1800,  Jacob  Bishop,  Sylvauus  J.  Peuniman,  Amos  Salisbury,  Joseph 
Scars,  John  McManus,  John  Newman;  April  (i,  1807,  Guilford  1).  Young,  Ebenezer 
W.  Walbridge,  Zachariah  Curtis,  \V.  S.  Parker;  June  8,  1808,  Benjamin  Higbee, 
Stephen  Warren,  Stephen  Clark,  Frederick  Barringer,  Clam  Lyndes;  November  11, 

1808,  Benjamin  Higbee,  Stephen  Warren.  May  2-1,  ISO!),  Philip  1).  Berger,  Abraham 
Lansing,  Nathan  Barber,  Oliver  Lyon;  May  31,  1809,  Stephen  Clark,  Gurdon  Coin- 
ing; March  12,  1810,  Martin  De  Freest,  William  Case,  Cornelius  Adriance,  James 
Giles. 

Ensigns. — March  18,  1801,  Samuel  Comstock,  William  Lamport,  Jacob  Bishop, 
Joseph  Chambers;  March  1(1,  18U4,  John  McManus;  April  5,  |S(C>,  Stephen  Chandler, 
John  Newman,  William  P,  Rathbun,  Martin  Van  Alstyne,  John  F.  Whipple;  March 
S3,  18011,  Zachariah  Curtis,  Ebenezei  W.  Walbridge,  Jared  Bells,  Jacob  J.  Wager, 
William  Schoby,  Jacob  Wygant ;  April  0,  1801,  Benjamin  Higbee,  Stephen  Clark, 
Cornelius  Adriance,  Abraham  R.  Winne,  Stephen  Warren;  June  8,  1808,  [edediah 
Tracey,  Norman  Hickok,  Cornelius  Swartwout,  Samuel  I'.  Hawley,  Oliver  Lyon  ,  No- 
vember 11,  1808,  Samuel  1'.  Hawley,  Jedcdiah  Tracey ;  March  21,  1809,  Luther  Eddy, 
Kliphalet  King,  Nathaniel  Challis,  Josiah  G.    Kinne,   Cornelius  Slyter ;  May  31, 

1809,  Cornelius  Adriance ;  March  12,  1810,  William  W.  Slyter,  Richard  J.  De  Freest, 
Luther  Bliss. 

Additional  appointments  in  the  loath  are  as  follows: 

Field  and  Staff. — Adam  Yates,  lieutenant-colonel,  April  10,  1811,  Thomas  Davis, 
first  major;  April  10,  1811,  Amos  Salisbury,  second  major.  February  29,  1812, 
Thomas  Davis,  lieutenant-colonel ;  Amos  Salisbury,  first  major.  May  20,  1812,  Guil- 
ford D.  Young,  second  major. 

Captains. — April  10,  1811,  Oliver  Lyons,  Philip  D.  Barringer ;  June  5,  1811,  Cor- 
nelius Adriance,  Hiram  Reynolds;  May  20.  1812,  Benjamin  Higbee,  May  23,  1812, 
Joseph  Ballard 

Lieutenants.  —  April  10,  1811,  Roger  King,  tsaiahG.  Kinney,  Richard  [.  De  Freest, 
Stephen  Clark;  June  5,  1811,  Artemas  Osgood,  John  North;  February  29,  1812, 
Joseph  Ballard,  Nicholas  Coon,  Luther  Eddy;  May  10,  1812,  James  A.  Lander, 
May  2:',,  1812,  Samuel  B.  Hedges. 

Ensigns. — April  10,  !8H,  William  Bogardus,  Cornelius  M.  Vanderburgh,  Edward 
A.  Cook,  Cornelius  Beekman;  June  5,  1811,  Solomon  Wilber,  jr.,  Philip  Coons;  Feb- 
ruary 29,  1812,  James  A.  Lauder,  Samuel  1'.  Hedges,  Jacob  1'.  Barringer,  Samuel 
Lock  wood,  James  Swartwout;  May  20,  is  12,  Abraham  W.  De  Freest.  William  L. 
Marcy;  May  2;!,  1812,  Nathan  Morey. 

Mil;  rY-KII'TH  KGG1MKNY. 

Field  and  Staff.  —  February  2C,  1803,  Gilbert  Eddy,  lieutenant-colonel  command- 
ing; Samuel  Douglass,  major;  William  Knickerbocker,  second  major;  Will  Van 
Vleck,  second  major.    March  21,  180:!,  John  Brown,  adjutant.    March  2,  1801,  Henry 
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Warren,  second  major;  Nehemiah  King,  surgeon's  mate.  June  8,  180K,  William 
Knickerbocker,  first  major;  Tisdale  Eddy,  second  major;  Andrew  Ryan,  quarter- 
master; Theodore  May,  surgeon.  March  12,  1810,  John  J.  Groesbeck,  paymaster. 
February  11,  1811,  Thomas  Smith,  surgeon's  mate;  Simon  Newcomb,  surgeon. 
February  29,  1812,  Thomas  Smith,  surgeon. 

Captains.— February  20,  1801?,  John  Groesbeck,  Benjamin  Agan;  March  2,  1804, 
Bethel  Mathers,  Darius  Tlnirber,  Stephen  Gasten ;  April  3,  1804,  Tisdale  Eddy; 
March  22,  1800,  Amaziah  Merrick;  April  6,  1.807,  Samuel  S.  Storm,  Myndert  Groes- 
beck, George  Bruce;  June  8,  18G'8,  Courtland  Elliot;  May  24,  1809,  Jonathan  Row- 
land, Daniel  Kiser ;  February  11,  181 1 ,  Mini  sou  Smith;  April  10,  1811,  13  unveil  Betts, 
David  Bryan,  James  Anderson  ;  February  29,  1812,  John  Fake,  John  Downing. 

Lieutenants.— -February  20,  1808,  Tunis  Viele,  Asahel  Marvell;  March  2,  1804, 
Amaziah  Merrick,  James  Mallery,  Stephen  Gushman,  John  [.  Filkins;  April  I!, 
1804,  Andrew  G.  Weatherwax ;  March  22,  1800,  Jonathan  Rowland,  Courtland 
Elliot,  Samuel  Wilson;  April  G,  1807,  Henry  S.  Vandercook,  David  Bryan,  Daniel 
Kiser;  fune  8,  1808,  John  Downing;  May  24,  1809,  Charles  Lounsbury,  James  An- 
derson, 13urrell  Belts;  February  11,  1811,  Peter  Vandenbergh ;  April  10,  1811,  Adam 
Chun,  John  W.  Groesbeck,  John  Fake;  February  29,  1812,  Stephen  Yates,  Matthew 
De  Graff,  Jacob  Williams,  April  1,  18J2,  Richard  Bryan. 

Ensigns. —  February  22,  1808,  Daniel  Cadwell,  John  Agan;  March  21,  1803,  Myn- 
dert Groesbeck;  March  2,  1804,  Jonathan  Rowland,  Ira  Hawley,  James  Van  Name, 
William  Rice,  Noah  Levins;  April  5,  1805,  Courtland  Elliot,  Charles  Lounsbury, 
Samuel  Storm;  March  2,  180,0,  James  Anderson,  John  Downing,  Nathan  Burden; 
April  0,  1807,  Samuel  Cole,  Cornelius  Yates,  James  Anderson,  Burrell  Betts;  June 
8,  180S,  Matthew  (Waif,  William  Groesbeck;  May  24,  1.809,  Jacob  Williams,  John 
Fake,  Adam  Clum,  john  W.  Groesbeck,  Thomas  Weatherwax;  February  II,  1811, 
Joseph  Reed;  April  10,  1811,  James  Morrison,  Jacob  Backman,  Stephen  Yates; 
February  29,  1812,  Stephen  L.  Viele,  John  Lamport,  Richard  Bryan,  Peter  I.  Yates; 
April  1,  1812,  Isaac  Talmadgc. 

EKJHTY-SIX.TI-1    KK<  ll.MKNT. 

/•]■>■/,/  tt tut  St, April  5,  1805,  Randall  Spencer,  lieutenant-colonel  commanding; 
David  Wilcox,  paymaster.  June  9,  1807,  Zebulon  Scriven,  lieutenant-colonel  com- 
manding; Samuel  McChesney,  fust  major;  Jonathan  Irish,  second  major.    May  24, 

1809,  .Samuel  McChesney,  lieutenant-colonel  commanding;  Thomas  Reynolds,  first 
major;  Matthew  Randall,  second  major;  Asa  Max  on,  quartermaster.     March  12, 

1810,  William  Clark,  paymaster;  Eben  Moflfitt,  adjutant.  April  10,  1811,  Thomas 
Reynolds,  lieutenant-colonel  commanding;  Matthew  Randall,  first  major;  Gideon 
Palmer,  second  major.  June  II,  1811,  Elijah  Brown,  chaplain;  Jeffrey  W.  Thomas, 
surgeon's  mate;  Thomas  W.  Phillips,  paymaster.  February  29,  1812,  William  H. 
Murray,  adjutant. 

Captains. — March  18,  1803,  Thomas  Reynolds;  April  5,  1805,  John  Nichols,  fames 
Allen,  Benjamin  Lee;  March  22,  1800,  James  Godfrey;  June  9,  1807,  Josiah  Hall, 
Rufus  Waite,  Gideon  Palmer,  Matthew  Randall;  June  8,  1808,  Joseph  Crandall,  lines 
Larkin,  Daniel  Arnold,  Aaron  Sedgwick;  May  24,  1809,  Aaron  Worthington,  Ben- 
jamin Rogers,  Asa  Slillman,  Asa  Prosser,  William  C.  barber;  March  12y-RS10,  David 


RENSSELAER  COUNTY  BRIGADE. 


85 


Mattison,  Joseph  Burdick,  Munson  Smith,  Benjamin  Babcock;  June  10,  1811,  Elisha 
Coon,  Hezekiah  Hull,  jr.,  Oliver  Wellman ;  February  29,  1812,  Reuben  Babcock. 

Lieutenants. — March  18,  1803,  Solomon  Root,  April  5,  1805,  Josiah  Hull,  jr., 
Joseph  Crandall,  James  West,  George  Stillman,  Asa  Stillman,  James  Godfrey,  Caleb 
Wo  lis,  jr.;  March  22,  1S()G,  Benjamin  Rogers,  Gideon  Palmer,  Daniel  Arnold;  June 
U,  1807,  John  Enos,  Andrew  Whipple,  Ehsha  Coon,  Asa  Maxim,  jr.,  Aaron  Worth- 
ington;  June  8,  1808,  Edward  Whitford,  William  C.  Barber,  Samuel  Button,  David 
Mattison,  Elisha  Kgglestou  ;  May  24,  1801),  George  Brimmer,  Joseph  Burdick, 
Thomas  S.  Harvey,  Sanford  Hewitt,  Benjamin  Babcock,  Pliny  Miller,  jr.  ;  March  12, 
1810,  Hezekiah  Hull,  Solomon  Smith,  jr.,  William  Childs,  Peter  Vandenburgli  (of 
Riflemen),  Elisha  Burdick;  April  10,  1811,  Robert  Davis,  Rodman  Thomas,  Reuben 
Babcock,  jr. ;  June  11,  1811,  John  Brimmer;  February  29,  1SPJ,  Joseph  Amidon. 

Ensigns.—  March  is,  1803,  Caleb  Wells;  April  5,  1805,  Stephen  McChesney, 
Rliphalet  Johnson,  Benjamin  Rogers,  Gideon  Palmer,  Thomas  S.  Harvey,  Daniel 
Arnold,  Aaron  Worthington ;  March  22,  1800,  Joseph  Burdick,  Elisha  Coon,  David 
Mattison;  June  !),  1807,  William  C.  Barber,  Robert  Davis,  Asa  Prosser,  George 
Brimmer;  Junes,  1808.  Sanford  Hewitt,  William  Childs,  Hezekiah  Hull,  Pliny  Mil- 
ler; May  24,  1800,  Joshua  M.  Striven,  William  Coon,  Elisha  Burdick,  Thomas  Phil- 
lips, jr.,  Robert  Godfrey  ;  March  12,  1810,  Jarvis  Green,  Zebulon  Scnven,  John  Hut- 
ton,  Joseph  Reed,  John  Brimmer;  April  10,  1811,  John  Worthington,  William  H. 
Murray,  Jonathan  Barry,  Joseph  Amidon;  June  11,  1811,  Archibald  Jones,  Daniel 
Palmer;  February  29,  1812,  Otis  Gould,  Asa  Burdick,  jr. 

I  It-  III  Kl'GlMKNT. 

Field  and  Staff. — April  5, 1805,  Hosea  Moffitt,  lieutenant-colonel  commanding;  Jon- 
athan Dennison,  second  major;  William  D.  Gardner,  adjutant ;  Rufus  Sweet,  pay- 
master; Willet  Vary,  quartermaster;  Joshua  Griggs,  surgeon;  |oab  H.  Gardner, 
surgeon's  mate.  April  ;i,  180G,  Elisha  Stewart,  lieutenant-colonel  commanding; 
Caleb  Kerr,  lirst  major;  Adil  Swan,  second  major  ,  Matthew  Jones,  paymaster.  June 
(J,  1807,  Rarnet  Van  Vleck,  quartermaster;  June  8,  1808,  John  Younglove,  chaplain. 
March  12,  1810,  Caleb  Carr,  lieutenant-colonel  commanding;  Eliphay. Spencer,  first 
major ,  Rufus  Sweet,  second  mujoi  ,  K.ben  MotVitt,  adjutant;  William  K.  Scott,  sur- 
geon. April  H>,  1810,  Nathan  Howard,  paymaster.  .May  23,  1812,  George  Forsyth, 
quartermaster. 

Captains. — March '35,  1803,  Elisha  Adams,  Bernard  llix,  William  Vary;  April  5, 
1805,  Charles  Dennison,  Eli  Vickery;  April  3,  180G,  Benjamin  Chase,  Richard  H. 
Vary,  Eliphaz  Spencer;  June  0,  1  SOT,  Fenner  Palmer,  Amos  James,  Rufus  Sweet, 
Henry  Tucker;  May  24,  1801),  Cyrus  Spencer,  Willet  Vary;  March  12,  1810,  lames 
Jones,  Abner  Bull,  Bernard  Mix,  Samuel  E,  Gibbs;  April  10,  1811,  Simon  Tifft, 
Pliny  Miller,  Josiah  Humphrey,  Nathan  Gale;  May  23,  1812,  Pliny  Miller. 

Lieutenants. — March  25,  lso:i,  James  Hempstead,  Nathan  B.  Gardner,  Eliphalet 
Reid,  Silas  Thomas  (Grenadiers);  April  5,  1805,  Paul  Brayman,  Henry  Tucker, 
Eliphaz  Spencer,  Benjamin  Chase;  April  3,  1800,  Amos  James,  Willet  Vary,  Rufus 
Sweet;  April  -1,  18011,  Stephen  Benton;  June  9,  1807,  Darius  Phillips,  Abner  Butt,  jr., 
Ebenezer  Martin,  Cyrus  Spencer;  June  s,  bSOH,  John  Blaney;  May  24,  1809,  James 
Jones,  Josiah  Humphrey;  March  12,  1810,  Thomas  L.  Adams,  Samuc4  Post,  Solomon 


8G 


LANDMARKS  OF  RENSSELAER  COUNTY 


W.  Lawrence,  Chaimcey  Foster;  April  10,  1811,  John  B.  Adsit,  .Mai  tin  Field,  Benja- 
min Rogers,  Cornelius  W.  Schermerhorn,  Henry  Reynolds,  jr.;  May  2;i,  1812,  John 
Curtis. 

Ensigns. — March  25,  1803,  Minor  Jones,  Benjamin  Chase,  Fliphaz  Spencer,  Will- 
iam Lamport  Gardner  (Grenadiers);  April  5,  1805,  Daniel  Arnold,  Aaron  Sedgwick, 
Stephen  Houghton,  Matthew  Jones,  Daniel  Greene;  April  I!,  180(5,  Cyrus  Spencer, 
Jeremiah  Marks,  James  Jones,  Ahuer  Bull,  jr.  ;  June  '.»,  1807,  William  Sheldon,  Sam- 
uel Coleman,  Samuel  Post,  John  Blaney;  June  8,  1808,  Jacob  1'.  1  Ieermanee ;  May 
24,  1809,  Chaimcey  Goold,  Simon  Tifft,  Thomas  1'.  Adams;  March  12,  1810,  William 
Jones,  Henry  Reynolds,  John  Adsit,  jr.,  Daniel  St.  John,  Benjamin  Sweet  ;  April  Id, 
1811,  Daniel  M.  Gregory,  Sylvester  Howard,  William  Kittle  jr.,  Henry  f.  Dusen- 
bury;  May  28,  1812  David  TifTt,  David  Brainerd,  jr. 

h'OR'n  -THIRD   RICCIM  ICN  I . 

Field  and  Sta/f. —  March  HI),  180)',  Nicholas  Staats,  lieutenant-colonel  command- 
ing; John  Billings,  adjutant;  Joachim  N.  Staats,  quartermaster.  April  5,  1805, 
Philip  Staats,  lieutenant-colonel  commanding;  Cornelius  J.  Schermerhorn,  first 
major;  Nicholas  [.  kittle,  second  major;  John  [.  Kittle,  adjutant;  Benjamin  Kowe, 
surgeon;  Nicholas  B.  Harris,  surgeon's  mate.  April  li,  1807,  Daniel  Van  Buren, 
paymaster;  |ohn  W.  Van  Vechten,  quartermaster.  June  8,  1808,  John  L.  Zabriskie, 
chaplain;  Nicholas  11.  Harris,  surgeon;  Cornelius  1  Ieermanee,  surgeon's  mate.  June 
13,  1808,  JacobC.  Vandenburgh,  quartermaster.  March  12,  1810,  Cornelius  J.  Schcr- 
merhorn,  lieutenant-colonel;  Nicholas  J.  Kittle,  first  major;  John  J.  Miller,  second 
major.  April  10,  1811,  John  J.  Miller,  first  major,  Joshua  Griffiths,  second  major; 
John  S.  Miller,  surgeon's  mate.    January  25,  1813,  James  Elliot,  quartermaster. 

Captains.—  March  30,  I80'3,  Silas  Welmoth,  John  J.  Miller,  Joshua  Griffith,  Zach- 
ariah  Faller;  April  ."».  1805,  (".arret  Yates,  Jacob  Barhite;  April  fl,  1807,  James  G. 
Myers,  John  H.  Van  Rensselaer;  June  8,  1808,  Abraham  Herrington,  William  N. 
Staats;  May  24,  1  SOU,  Jonathan  J.  Witbeck,  James  Livingston;  March  12,  1.810, 
Stephen  J.  Miller,  Krastus  Lyman;  February  11,  1811,  Joel  Bristol;  April  10,  1811, 
Hugh  Cordon,  Abraham  Ituyck,  |onas  Miller,  David  E.  Gregory,  Samuel  Myers; 
Fobru.irv  29,  isr.',  Brailman  Yah,,  Manasseh  Knowlton. 

Lieutenants.  March  30,  1803,  Samuel  Hammond,  Samuel  t.'omble,  John  Witbeck, 
Henry  Row,  Henry  Dunspoe;  April  "5,  1805,  Rbor  Wilcox,  Jonathan  |.  Witbeck, 
John  II.  Van  Rensselaer,  Samuel  R.  Campbell,  William  Crandall;  April  (i,  1807, 
Abraham  Huyck,  Jonathan  J.  Witbeck;  June  8,  1808,  Manasseh  Knowlton,  Anthony 
Breese,  Aretus  Lyman,  Peter  Ostrander;  May  24,  180!),  Joel  Bristol,  Hugh  Gordon; 
March  12,  1810,  Bradman  Yates,  David  E.  Gregory,  Simeon  Welch;  February  11, 

1811,  William  Carmichael;  April  10,  1811,  Martin  Witbeck,  John  Carpenter,  Samuel 
Myers,  Henry  Livingston,  Stephen  Cole,  Abraham  V.  D.  P.  Gregory;  February  29, 

1812,  Abraham  1'.  Staats,  Almon  R.  BostWtck,  James  Elliot. 

Ensigns. — March  30,  1803,  Abner  Wilcox,  John  Weaver,  jr.,  Jonas  Miller,  David 
Cravour;  April  5,  1805,  Pownal  Hitchcock,  Anthony  Breese,  jr.,  Stephen  J.  Miller, 
Abraham  Huyck;  April  II,  1807,  John  Carpenter,  Joel  Bristol;  June  8,  1808,  Nathan- 
iel Paine,  James  Livingston,  David  E.  Gregory,  Simeon  Welch;  May  21,  1809,  Sam- 
uel Myers;  May  31,  1809,  William  Van  Schaick ;  March  12,  1810,  Abraham  1.  Staats, 
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Abraham  V.  D.  I'.  Gregory,  Adam  Smith;  February  11,  1811,  Stephen  Tripp;  April 
|u,  1811,  John  N.  Kittle,  James  Elliot,  Stephen  Cole,  Abraham  1'.  Smith,  Thomas 
Phillips  John  Ladne;  Febrriary  29,  isr„',  Henry  Vandenburgh,  Adam  Smith,  An- 
drew Gibson,  Jacob  II.  Harrington,  Matthew  Conklin. 

S  E  VENT  Y-EI GIITI I   RECJIM  ENT,. 

Field  and  Staff. — April  2,  1803,  Jacob  A.  Fort,  lieutenant-colonel  commanding; 
Asher  Armstrong,  surgeon;  Aaron  1).  Patehin,  surgeon's  male.  March  22,  1806, 
John  Carpenter,  adjutant;  Jeremiah  Schuyler,  paymaster;  Jacob  Lansing,  quarter- 
master. June  8,  18(18,  .Sylvester  Noble,  second  major.  March  12,  1Sin,  Joseph  Dorr, 
lieutenant-colonel  commanding ;  Sylvester  Noble,  first  major;  John  Haynes,  second 
major;  Charles  II.  Wetmore,  surgeon's  mate.  June  5,  1811,  James  Olmstead,  hist 
major;  Samuel  Wilson,  second  major;  Abram  Hallenbeck.  surgeon's  mate;  James 
Glass,  chaplain ;  Nathaniel  Cole,  junior  quartermaster.  February  29,  1812,  Samuel 
Wilson,  first  major;  John  H.  Haynes,  second  major ;  Russell  Dorr,  surgeon ;  Archi- 
bald Hall,  quartermaster. 

Captains.—  April  2,  1808,  Henry  Van  Ness,  John  Mattison  ;  April  5,  1805,  Nathan- 
iel Bishop,  Gideon  Gifford.  Azariah  Haskins;  March  22,  1  Son,  Daniel  Rogers;  April 
(i,  1807,  Darius  Thurber ;  June  8,  1808,  Samuel  Fanson,  Russell  Chase;  May  21,  1809, 
Henry  Warren,  Samuel  Faxon,  John  Haynes,  Royal  Abbott;  March  12,  1810,  James 
Olmstead,  John  II.  Haynes,  John  Spicer,  Lemuel  Sherwood,  Samuel  Wilson,  Abra- 
ham Reach;  June.")  1811,  George  R.  Davis,  Abraham  Van  Wart,  Russell  Granger, 
Allen  Spicer;  February  29,  IS12,  Moses  Wright,  Jesse  Holmes. 

Lieutenants. — April  2,  1803,  Henry  Hartsough,  Nathaniel  Bishop,  Charles  Shep- 
herd; April  5,  180.""),  Joseph  Stearns,  Gilbert  Barnes,  James  Olmstead,  Samuel  W  il- 
son; March  22,  180(5,  Barnet  Salisbury,  John  II.  Haynes;  April  0,  1807,  Samuel  Wil- 
son ;  June  8,  180S,  Aaron  Baldwin,  Lemuel  Sherwood,  Royal  Abbott,  May  24,  1809, 
John  Spicer,  Abraham  Reach;  March  12,  1.810,  Abraham  Van  Won,  John  Wallace, 
jr.,  Allen  Spicer,  Garret  Hallenbeck,  Conrad  Raymond,  John  II.  Ryan;  June.-),  1811, 
Joseph  I.  Northrup,  Reuben  Williams,  Jesse  Holmes,  Earl  Pcarce,  Moses  Wright; 
February  29,  1812,  Daniel  Halstead,  Samuel  Van  Surdam,  Noah  Baker. 

/■.'//j/i,'//.v.  April  2,  isu;!,  Samuel  S  Munroe,  Shermim  Baker,  Royal  Abbott,  April 
5,  ISO,"),  John  11,  llavncs,  Samuel  Faxon,  Isaiah  Austin,  Nathan  Burden;  March  22, 
1800,  Russell  Chase,  John  Spicer,  John  Wallace,  jr.,  April  (I,  1807,  Nathan  Burden; 
June  8,  1808,  John  Manchester,  Jonas  Halstead,  Garret  Hallenbeck;  May  24,  1809, 
Conrad  Raymond,  Allen  Spicer,  John  IS.  Ryan;  March  12,  1810,  Reuben  Williams, 
Moses  Wright,  Earl  Pcarce,  Rix  Green,  Roswell  Halstead,  Daniel  Delavan;  June  5, 
1811,  James  Van  Surdam,  David  S.  Wing,  Stephen  Hunt,  Ruins  St  urges,  Clark 
McGowan,  Noah  Raker,  Daniel  Rogers,  jr.  ;  February  29,  1812,  Israel  T.  Holmes, 
Levi  Cronkhite,  George  R.  Reach 

I  IIIKI)   KKUIMEN'l   ol    CAVAI.K  V. 

Field  Officers.  —  March  12,  1810,  Herman  Knickerbocker,  major.  February  11, 
1811,  John  Chester,  chaplain  ;  Moses  Burt,  surgeon's  mate.  February  29,  1812,  David 
Kittle,  second  major;  Theodore  Romeyn  Beck,  surgeon  ;  John  M.  Bradford,  chaplain  , 
Henry  Jones,  paymaster. 
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Captains.— March  12,  1810,  Wooster  Brookins;  June  5,  1811,  Everet  Van  Men; 
February  29,  1812,  Joseph  Rogers. 

Lieutenants. — March  12,  1810,  Braddock  Hall,  Alanson  Clark,  Richard  Yates, 
Martin  Overocker;  April  10,  1811,  Braddock  Hall,  Alanson  Clark;  June  5,  18H, 
Martin  Overocker,  Alanson  Brookins,  Charles  Doughty,  Gilbert  Riley;  February  29, 
1812,  Paris  Green,  Jonathan  Carpenter,  James  Rogers,  John  Coons. 

Comets.—  March  12,  1810,  Joseph  Am'idon,  William  Dunn;  April  10,  1811,  Paris 
Green;  June  5,  1811,  John  Fellet,  George  W.  Staats;  February  29,  1812,  Israel  Piatt, 
Simeon  Cranston. 

MRS  r  BATTALION  ARTILLERY,   SECOND  BRIGADE,   SIX  I  II   REGIMENT. 1 

Field  and  Staff. — June  5,  1811,  Joshua  Hamden,  paymaster;  Levi  Cooley,  first 
major;  Cornelius  Holmes,  surgeon's  mate. 

Captains.  —  February  11,  1811,  Rapine  Andrews,  David  St.  John;  June  5,  1811, 
Stephen  C.  Miller;  May  20,  1812,  James  Vanderpool;  May  23,  1812,  John  Blakesly; 
August  11,  1812,  Ruggles  Hubbard  (Hying  artillery). 

/■>>•.(/  Lieutenants.  —  February  11,  1811,  Mordeeai  Bull,  Lewis  Finch,  Joseph  Bene- 
dict; June  5,  1811,  Nathaniel  Payne;  May  20.  1812,  Freeman  Fellows;  May  2;!,  1.812, 
Gideon  Keed,  Daniel  Gordon,  Elias  Worden,  Thomas  Stevenson;  August  11,  1812, 
Richard  M.  Livingsto  i. 

Second  Lieutenants.  —  February  11,  181 1,  Isaac  Woodle,  Gideon  Reed,  Joshua 
Phillips;  June  5,  1811,  Adam  Smith,  Moses  Younglove;  May  20,  1812,  Ira  Stone, 
Caleb  Ward,  Samuel  T.  Vary,  Samuel  GilTord,  John  C.  Conklin,  Philo  Doane;  Au- 
gust 11,  1812,  William  MeManus  (flying  artillery),  Jacob  .Springer  (cornet). 

The  next  official  order,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  issued  to  a  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Rensselaer  county  brigade,  is  found  in  an  order 
dated  March  15,  1808,  in  conformity  to  "an  act  of  Congress  authoriz- 
ing a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  and  pur- 
suant to  a  requisition  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  Thomas 
Jefferson,  calling  for  14,1580  men  from  the  Slate  of  New  York.  Gen- 
eral Mollitt,  in  command  of  the  Rensselaer  county  brigade,  was  di- 
rected to  furnish  111  men.  How  long  General  Morhtt  had  been  in 
command  of  the  brigade  and  who  his  predecessors  were  cannot  be 
ascertained.  In  the  following  year  Michael  S.  Yandercook  was  ap- 
pointed inspector  ami  major  of  the  brigade;  Francis  Adincourt  was 
appointed  adjutant  of  the  battalion  of  infantry  which  formed  a  part  of 
the  brigade,  and  John  E.  Wool  was  appointed  quartermaster  of  the 
squadron  of  cavalry  in  the  brigade.  In  pursuance  of  a  law  passed 
March  2!),  1809,  general  orders  were  issued  providing  for  the  Third 
Regiment  of  Cavalry  from  Rensselaer  and  Columbia  counties,  to  con- 
sist of  two  squadrons,  one  from  each  county.     May  27  of  the  "same 
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year  A.  Lamb,  Lieut. -Col.  and  Aid-de-Camp,  sent  out  the  following 
general  orders  under  direction  of  the  commander  in-chief: 

"The  company  of  Trojan  Greens  in  the  village  of  Troy  having  been 
organized  into  a  rifle  company  pursuant  to  the  thirty-third  section  of 
the  militia  law  of  the  State,  but  their  uniform  not  having  been  pre- 
scribed, the  commander-in-chief  directs  that  the  uniform  of  said  com- 
pany shall  be  green  short  coats,  with  black  facings  trimmed  with  yel- 
low cord;  caps  of  the  description  heretofore  worn  by  the  company, 
with  green  or  white  underclothes." 

In  pursuance  of  general  orders  issued  May  10,  1810,  a  rifle  com- 
pany was  organized  in  Lieut. -Col.  Cornelius  J.  Schermerhorn's  regi- 
ment in  this  county.  foel  Bristol  was  assigned  as  captain,  William 
Carmichael  as  lieutenant  ami  Wallace  St.  John  as  ensign.  The  orders 
directed  that  the  uniform  should  be  "green  rifle  frocks  and  plantations, 
with  yellow  fringe  and  buttons,  black  gaiters,  round  black  hats,  with 
yellow  buttons,  black  loops  and  short  green  feathers."  A  company  of 
artillery  was  organized  in  accordance  with  general  orders  issued  Sep- 
tember 15,  1.810,  with  Daniel  St.  fohn  as  captain,  Joseph  Benedict  as 
first  lieutenant  and  Nathan  Lurry  as  second  lieutenant.  Another  com- 
pany of  artillery  was  organized  in  pursuance  of  orders  issued  July  24, 
1810,  with  Brevet  Martin  Van  Alstyne  as  captain,  Nathan  Payne  as 
first  lieutenant  and  Kinicr  Van  Alstyne  as  second  lieutenant. 

The  early  militia  of  Rensselaer  county  evidently  had  excellent  stand- 
ing at  the  headquarters  in  Albany,  lor  the  following  highly  compli- 
mentary order  was  issued  by  the  commander  in-chiel  April  G,  181  |  : 

The  commander-in-chief  lias  heard  with  much  satisfaction  ol  the  enterprising 
spirit  and  military  ambition  which  prevails  anion;.;  the  ollicers  anil  soldiers  of  the 
companies  ol  riflemen  in  the  count)  of  Rensselaer,  and  it  having  been  represented 
to  him  that  there  are  already  three  companies  in  the  brigade  oi  militia  in  said 
county,  each  of  which  contains  more  than  thirty  men  uniformed  and  equipped  ac- 
cording to  law,  he  does  hereby  direct  that  the  id  tie  companies  in  the  said  brigade  be 
henceforth  organized  into  a  battalion  of  riflemen,  to  be  commanded  by  Major  Wil- 
liam S.  Parker,  of  Troy. 

In  pursuance  of  these  orders  the  three  companies  were  at  once  or- 
ganized into  a  brigade  with  the  following  ollicers:  William  S.  barker, 
First  Major,  Commandant  ;  Henry  Coon,  Second  Major;  Stephen  War- 
ren, Captain;  David  Bell,  Captain;  Joel  Bristol,  Captain;  Jedediah 
Tracy,  Lieutenant;  James  De  Freest,  Lieutenant;  William  Carmichael, 
Lieutenant;    Sidney  Dole,  Ensign;  Stephen  Tripp,  Ensign;  Abraham 
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If.  Lansing,  Junior  Fnsign.  Pursuant  to  general  orders  issued  June  18, 
1812,  there  was  a  general  reorganization  of  all  the  militia  of  the  State, 
in  anticipation  of  their  employment  in  the  war  of  1812,  In  this  reor- 
ganization Tisdale  Eddy  of  Rensselaer  count}7  w  as  appointed  Second 
Major  in  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  the  Third  Brigade,  and  Michael  Van- 
derc'ook  was  appointed  Brigade  Major  and  Inspector  in  the  Second 
Brigade. 

On  the  1 3th  of  April,  1812,  the  Rensselaer  county  brigade  formed  a 
part  of  the  Third  Division,  which  was  in  command  of  Major-General 
Henry  Livingston.  The  brigade  was  called  the  Eighth  Brigade  of 
Infantry  and  was  under  the  command  of  General  Jacob  A.  Fort.  The 
six  regiments  comprising  it  were  commanded  respectively  as  follows: 
First,  Colonel  Caleb  Carr;  Forty-third,  Colonel  Cornelius  ].  Sehermer- 
horn ;  Forty-fifth,  Colonel  Gilbert  Eddy;  Seventy' eighth,  Colonel 
Joseph  Dorr;  Eighty-sixth,  Colonel  Thomas  Reynolds;  One  hundred 
and  Fifty-fifth,  Colonel  Thomas  Davis. 

The  war  in  which  this  country  and  Great  Britain  had  become  in- 
volved in  I.S12  had  now  assumed  threatening  proportions  and  new 
militia  companies  were  organized  all  over  the  country.  Rensselaer 
county  promptly  fell  in  line,  and  another  rifle  company  was  organized, 
pursuant  to  orders  issued  by  the  commander-in-chief  December  I,  1812. 
It  consisted  of  forty-two  persons  and  was  officered  as  follows:  Junior 
Captain,  Reuben  Babcock;  Lieutenant,  Ellis  Foster;  Ensign,  Henry 
Tracey. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  roster  of  officers  of  the  militia  of  Rensselaer 
county  in  the  early  years  of  the  nineteenth  century  that  this  county 
had  more  than  its  tpiota  o!  soldiers  prepared  to  assist  in  repelling  anv 
invader  that  might  attempt  to  desecrate  American  territory.  It  is  a 
matter  of  keen  regret  that  those  intrusted  with  the  duty  of  keeping  a 
record  of  the  State  guard  did  not  more  carefully  keep  and  preserve  the 
minutes  of  the  Rensselaer  county  militia. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

The  Famous  Anti-Rent  Troubles  in  Rensselaer  County  and  Vicinity — The  Cen- 
tres of  the  Scenes  of  Disturbance-  Anti-Rent  Associations— Refusals  of  the  Occu- 
pants of  Farms  to  Pay  Rent — The  Minder  of  Griggs — Arrest,  Ti  ial  anil  Acquittal  of 
Witbeck,  the  Alleged  Murderer. 

The  anti-rent  troubles,  which  culminated  in  the  organization  of  the 
Anti-Rent  Party  and  the  inauguration  of  what  was  known  as  the  Anti- 
Rent  War,  form  one  of  the  most  exciting"  chapters  in  the  history  ol 
Rensselaer  county.  These  troubles  were  not  confined  to  Rensselaer 
county  alone  but  affected  thousands  of  farmers  and  landowners  through- 
out the  eastern  and  southeastern  parts  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  Anti-Rent  War  grew  out  of  a  series  of  disputes  between  landlords 
and  tenants  over  leasehold  tenures.  As  we  have  said  the  original  grant 
of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerw  vck  was  made  by  the  Dutch  in  1030.  The 
grant  extended  from  the  Mohawk  river  at  the  Cbhoes  falls  on  the  north 
twenty  four  miles  down  the  1 1  nelson  river,  and  had  a  width  of  sixteen 
miles,  eight  miles  each  east  and  west  from  that  stream.  When  the 
Dutch  were  succeeded  by  the  English  and  New  Netherland  became 
New  York,  Thomas  Dongan,  governor  of  the  colony  of  New  York  from 
1083  to  Kiss,  was  instrumental  in  causing  another  grant  to  be  made  by 
the  English  government.  This  second  grant  was  called  the  Dongan 
Patent  and  extended  the  manor  ol  Rensselaerwycfc  twenty-four  miles 
east  and  west  of  the  Hudson,  thus  taking  in  the  whole  of  what 
is  now  Rensselaer  county,  with  the  exception  of  the  northern  tier  of 
towns.  Under  this  system  the  occupants  of  the  lands  could  not  own 
their  farms  or  homes  hut  leased  them  for  a  long  term  of  years  from  the 
proprietors,  paying  an  annual  rental  therefor— "  ground  rent,  "asit  was 
called.  Nearly  all  the  count)-  was  occupied  by  husbandmen  underper- 
petual  leases,  which  were  executed  by  General  Stephen  Van  Rensse- 
laer, a  descendant  of  the  first  patroon,  Killiaen  Van  Rensselaer,  who 
received  the  estate  by  entail.  Under  the  constitutional  provisions"  the 
entail  ended  with  him. 

General  Van  Rensselaer  was  respected  and  beloved  by  all  his  tenants. 
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He  never  adopted  any  oppressive  methods,  and  every  fanner  in  the 
county  looked  upon  him  as  his  personal  friend.  When  he  came  into 
possession  of  the  vast  estates  the  leases  previously  held  by  the  tenants 
were  surrendered  and  others  given  in  their  places.  The  rents  were  re- 
served in  wheat,  fowls  and  services  with  horses  and  wagons,  in  addi- 
tion to  "  quarter  sales, "  which  entitled  the  landlord  to  one-fourth  of 
the  proceeds  of  every  sale;  but  no  rights  from  descent  were  granted. 
General  Van  Rensselaer  died  in  1839,  leaving  the  west  manor,  which 
embraced  Albany  county,  to  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  his  oldest  son  by 
his  first  marriage;  and  the  east  manor,  most  of  Rensselaer  county,  to 
William  \\  Van  Rensselaer,  his  oldest  son  by  lbs  second  marriage. 
Fearing  that  these  young  men  would  enforce  the  quarter-sale  forfeiture, 
which  had  never  been  enforced  by  their  ancestor,  the  tenants  of  the 
land  sent  a  delegation  to  negotiate,  if  possible,  a  purchase  of  all  the 
reservations  in  the  leases  and  terminate  their  tenure,  lint  they  were 
too  late.  While  this  doubtless  could  have  been  done  during  the  life  of 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  his  sons  refused  to  consider  any  proposition, 
and  the  tenants  in  all  localities  at  once  organized  to  oppose  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  lease  tenure.  Anti-Rent  associations  were  organized 
everywhere,  and  though  some  ol  the  tenants  were  conservative  men 
they  dared  not  oppose  the  powerful  enemies  of  the  landlords;  neither 
did  they  dare  to  pay  ground  rent  to  the  Van  Rensselaer  brothers. 

The  condition  of  affairs  in  Rensselaer  county,  as  well  as  in  Albany 
and  other  counties,  especially  in  the  rural  districts,  soon  became  very 
exciting.  Conflicts  constantly  occurred  between  the  Anti-Renters  and 
the  authorities.  Parties  of  the  former  went  about  the  country  in  dis- 
guise and  committed  main  depredations,  often  becoming  a  terror  to 
the  community  in  which  they  existed.  Asa  rule  the  members  of  these 
bands  were  unknown  to  those  not  interested  in  the  raids  made.  Finally 
the  crimes  committed  by  them  became  so  numerous  that  laws  were 
passed  making  it  a  felony  for  any  person  to  wear  a  disguise  over  the 
face. 

The  first  conflict  between  the  anti-renters  and  the  authorities  which 
resulted  in  a  fatality  occurred  in  the  town  of  Grafton,  where  a  band  of 
the  most  lawdess  of  the  anti-renters  killed  a  man  named  Smith  on  the 
public  highway.  The  affair  was  investigated  but  the  authorities  were 
unable  to  ascertain  the  authors  of  the  crime. 

The  next  important  step  on  the  part  of  the  anti-renters  was  the  or- 
ganization of  a  political  party,  whose  policy  should  be  to '-elect  to  office 
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none  but  sympathizers  with  the  cause  if  possible.  The  result  was  that 
during  the  five  years  from  1S-I-2  to  1X1?  the  Anti-Rent  party  succeeded 
in  electing  about  one-eighth  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature.  Some 
of  the  most  able  men  in  the  constitutional  convention  of  IS  Id  were 
friends  of  the  cause  of  the  anti-renters,  and  through  their  influence 
there  was  inserted  in  the  new  constitution  a  clause  abolishing  all  feudal 
tenures  and  prohibiting  the  leasing  of  agricultural  lands  for  more  than 
twelve  years.  After  this  the  condition  ol  the  tenants  was  ameliorated 
by  the  passage  by  the  Legislature  from  time  to  time  of  laws  bearing 
heavily  upon  landlords. 

No  sensational  incidents  developed  after  the  year  1841  or  ISIS,  the 
principal  efforts  oi  the  anti  renters  being  extended  toward  testing  in 
the  courts  the  validity  of  titles  to  lands  held  by  landlords.  In  I  s,VI 
Col.  Walter  S.  Church  of  Albany,  who  already  had  obtained  con- 
trol of  large  tracts  of  land,  purchased  the  l  ights  of  .Stephen  and  Will- 
iam P.  Van  Rensselaer,  subsequently  bulging  over  one  thousand  suits 
in  ejectment  on  a  forfeiture  ol  his  leases  for  non-payment  of  rent, 
and  recording  judgments  in  about  every  case,  in  Rensselaer  county 
alone.  The  courts  sustained  the  contracts  in  every  case.  Three  offi- 
cers of  the  law  were  killed  in  the  efforts  to  serve  processes,  but  the 
work  was  prosecuted  to  the  end,  until  every  case  was  settled. 

The  most  famous  incident  in  the  fight  between  Colonel  Chinch  and 
the  tenants  of  his  lands  was  the  Witbcck  murder  case,  in  which  the 
Hon.  Martin  I.  Townsend  of  Troy  took  a  prominent  pari.  In  the  Troy 
Press  of  December  1.0,  18iK),  Mr.  Townsend  related  the  story  of  the 
murder  and  trial  as  follows: 

Colonel  Church  was  in  his  day  a  very  notable  man  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer. 
In  is;!  I  or  1S,;."i  a  groat  oxciloiuonl  arose  in  ihe  county  in  regard  to  the  rents  re- 
served upon  lauds  in  the  central  and  more  southern  part  ol  the  county  to  the  Van 
Rensselaer  family  in  deeds  made  varying'  in  tunc  from  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century  to -1 83*1  or  1835.  it  was  said  that  the  Van  Rensselaers  had  never  received 
any  proper  grant  foi  the  lands  they  had  obtained  from  the  Netherlands,  and  Dial 
the  then  existing  family  of  Van  Rensselaers,  claiming  lauds  and  rents  growing  out 
of  them,  were  not  the  true  heirs  of  those  to  whom  the  Netherlands  had  originally 
granted  lands  on  the  right  and  left  hanks  of  the  Hudson. 

It  was  also  claimed  that  the  attempt  to  hold  them  was  mere  usurpation,  and  that 
it  was  a  rule  of  law  that  has  been  proved  under  the  ISnglish  common  law  that  a  man 
who  took  leases  from  others  should  he  held  to  have  assented  to  the  ownership  of  his 
landlord.  When  the  Van  Rensselaers  came  to  claim  rent,  they  argued  that  they  had 
the  right  to  prove  not  only  that  the  tenant  had  agreed  to  pay  rent,  but  that  the  lessor 
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really  was  possessed  ol  the  land  lie  agreed  to  lease.  The  courts  held  otherwise,  and 
there  was  great  excitement  in  Albany  and  Rensselaer  counties. 

Hundreds  of  fanners,  bound  by  an  agreement  to  resist  the  payment  of  rents, 
tinned  out  disguised  and  armed  in  prevent  the  sherill  from  levying  on  personal 
property  to  pay  the  rent  demanded.  A  large  number  of  residents  of  Rensselaer,  as 
well  as  Delaware  and  other  counties,  were  resisting  the  enforcement  of  these  laws. 
Troops  from  Rensselaer  county  were  called  to  the  Helderberg  mountains  in  Albany 
county  to  join  the  troops  of  that  county  in  resisting  the  efforts  of  the  rebels,  and 
over  and  over  again  the  sherill  and  a  posse  of  police  sent  by  him  were  driven  back 
in  attempts  to  pass  into  the  eastern  and  southern  parts  of  Rensselaer  county  for  the 
collection  of  rents  and  the  enforcement  of  processes  for  that  purpose. 

The  result  of  these  acts  was  a  great  reduction  in  the  value  of  the  Van  Rensselaer 
rents,  and  they  became  scarcely  available  at  all  to  their  ow  ners,  ruder  these  cir- 
cumstances Colonel  Church  and  others  associated  with  him  became  large  purchasers 
of  these  reserved  rents.  Colonel  Church  was  among  the  most  prominent  in  seeking 
to  enforce  their  collection.  Controversies  arose  everywhere  and  sheriffs  met  with 
great  difficulty  in  serving  processes.  There  were  many  men  in  Rensselaer,  Albany 
and  Columbia  counties  who  became  frantic  on  the  subject  of  resistance  of  rents  and 
to  feel  inspired  almost  to  do  great  work  in  resisting  the  collection,  or  in  the  lan- 
guage of  that  day,  "  putting  down  rents." 

(  >ne  of  the  most  resolute  of  these  men  was  \V.  \V.  Witbeck  of  Greenbush,  who  was 
a  large  lloldei  ol  land  inherited  from  his  father.  With  Colonel  Church  he  had  a 
great  deal  of  trouble,  incurring  large  expense  and  setting  up  such  defenses  as  were 
always  overruled  by  the  courts.  |  udgmonls  accumulated  and  his  property,  originally 
very  abundant,  was  largely  swept  away  by  these  judgments  for  unpaid  rents.  Colonel 
Church  finally  had  a  judgment  issued  turning  Witbeck  from  one  of  his  farms.  The 
deputy  sherill  who  held  the  writ  was  Willard  Griggs  of  Alps,  in  the  town  of  Nassau. 
The  laud  was  in  Greenbush,  a  couple  of  miles  from  the  Rath  ferry.  It  was  next  to 
impossible  to  get  a  posse  of  citizens  in  Greenbush  to  aid  the  deputy,  and  the  law 
required  that  the  pi  »sse  sin  mid  be  summoned  from  among  the  citizens  ol  the  count  v. 
Rut  Col.  Church  and  Griggs  collected  twenty-one  roughs  in  Albany  and  went  to 
Wilbtvk's  I'avm  to  dispossess  him.  Witbeck.  Ills  two  sons  and  a  hired  man  were 
found  on  the  place  with  a  few  neighbors,  wdio  seemed  lo  have  been  there  accident- 
ally- Win  n  the  attempt  was  made  to  get  possession  ol  the  farm  open  resistance 
was  offered.  Pisb'ls  were  died,  clubs  used  and  missiles  thrown.  Mr.  Grigg'S  was 
badly  hurt  and  was  taken  to  a  neighboring  house.  Col.  Church  and  the  rest  of  the 
posse  left.  Griggs  died  the  next  morning.  Pistol  wounds  were  found  on  him,  but 
the  cause  of  death  was  a  blow  on  the  head,  fracturing  the  skull.  Witbeck,  his  sons 
and  the  lined  mail  were  arrested  on  the  charge  of  murder  and  indicted,  'file  trial 
was  at  Ballston,  Saratoga  county,  a  change  of  venue  being  had  owing  to  the  intense 
condition  of  public  opinion  in  Re  nsselaer  county.  The  judge  was  I  Ion.  A.  R.  Runes 
ol  Ogdensburg.  and  the  lawyers  for  the  people  were:  lion.  T.  S.  Banker,  district 
attorney  of  Rensselaer  county ;  Hon.  William  A.  Reach  ol  Trow  and  Hon.  Matthew 
Hale  of  Albany,  for  the  defense  there  were  Hon.  Henry  Smith  of  Albany  and 
lion.  K.  L.  Fursman  ami  myself  of  this  city.  All  of  the  defendants  were  acquitted. 
This  was  the  most  important  struggle  in  which  Church  ever  was  engaged  and  re- 
sulted very  much  to  his  pecuniary  disadvantage.  Rut  he  kept  up  the  light  and  there 
are  now  in  the  courts  twenty-live  or  thirty  cases  in  which  he  is  plaintiff. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Rensselaer  County  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion — <  Irganization  in  Troy  of  the  First 
Regiment  of  Volunteer  Soldiers  Wli<>  Served  in  the  War-  History  of  the  Second 
Regiment — Operations  of  the  Thirtieth,  One-hundred  and  Sixty-ninth,  and  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Regiments — The  Twenty-first  New  York,  or  theGriswold 
Cavalry. 

To  the  counts'  of  Rensselaer,  and  particularly  to  the  city  of  Troy, 
belongs  the  credit  of  organizing  the-  first  volunteer  regiment  of  Union 
soldiers  which  served  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  Mont  lis  before  the 
inauguration  of  hostilities  by  the  firing  upon  Fort  Sumter  the  patriotic 
citizens  of  Troy  resolved  to  offer  their  services  to  the  government  to 
assist  in  the  preservation  of  the  Union;  for  the  air  was  lull  of  portent- 
ous rumors  and  many  predicted  that  a  resort  to  arms  would  be  neces- 
sary before  the  rebellious  believers  in  the  right  of  secession  could  bo 
induced  to  lay  down  their  arms  Three  months  before  the  first  gun  of 
that  blood)'  war  had  been  fired  at  Charleston  the  Freeman  cadets  were 
organized,  the  first  formal  meeting  being  held  at  the  Mansion  house 
in  Troy  on  the  evening  of  January  1  L,  1801.  Five  days  later  organiza- 
tion was  perfected  by  the  election  of  John  W.  Armitage  as  captain, 
(ieorge  A.  Hitchcock  as  first  lieutenant  and  Charles  II.  Woodruff  as 
.second  lieutenant.  There  is  no  record  in  histor)  of  the  organization 
of  any  military  company  for  this  express  purpose  before  this  date. 

The  day  on  which  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter  occurred,  April 
12,  1801,  the  news  was  carried  to  Troy  by  telegraph  and  the  wildest 
excitement  prevailed.  Nothing  but.  talk  ol  war  was  heard  on  every 
side.  One  company  having  already  been  organized,  the  loyal  citizens 
at  once  took  steps  to  form  a  regiment  for  the  aid  of  the  government. 
Within  the  next  two  or  three  days  the  national  colors  floated  to  the 
spring  breezes  from  all  the  public  buildings  in  the  city  and  from  busi- 
ness houses  and  dwellings.  A  martial  feeling  pervaded  the  whole  at- 
mosphere. On  the  evening  ot  Monday  April  15,  a  largely  attended 
mass  meeting  of  citizens  was  held  in  Harmony  hall  for  the  purpose  of 
endorsing  the  attitude  of  the  national  administration  ai'Td  to  tender  it. 


OG 


LANDMARKS  OF  RENSSELAER  COUNTY. 


the  support  of  Trojans  in  its  efforts  to  crush  the  rebellion.  The  lion. 
John  A.  Griswold  was  chairman  of  the  meeting  and  he  and  the  Hon. 
Martin  [.  Townsend  and  the  Hon.  Csaac  McConihe,  jr.,  made  addresses 
which  voiced  the  patriotic  sentiment  of  the  meetings  Resolutions  were 
adopted  pledging"  volunteers  and  money  for  the  aid  ol  the  government 
and  condemning  the  Southern  States  for  their  treason  in  seceding  from 
the  Union.  So  great  was  the  crowd  in  the  hall  and  in  the  streets,  where 
thousands  of  men  waited  while  the  meeting  was  in  progress,  that  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  make  an  early  adjournment  and  repair  to  some 
place  where  the  multitude  could  he  accommodated. 

The  meeting  accordingly  reconvened  in  the  Union  depot,  where  an- 
other strong  and  patriotic  speech  was  made  by  Mr.  Townsend,  who 
pictured  in  eloquent  phrases  the  great  danger  that  menaced  the  nation 
through  the  ill  advised  course  pursued  1  >y  the  rebel  States.  Speeches 
were  also  made  by  Clarence  Mud  and  George  W.  Demers,  who  urged 
upon  those  present  the  necessity  of  tendering  immediate  assistance  to 
the  nation  in  its  critical  hour. 

The  two  mass  meetings  had  the  desired  effect,  if  indeed  they  were 
needed  to  arouse  the  patriotism  of  the  men  of  Troy.  The  next  day  en- 
listing offices  were  opened  at  the  following  places:  At  No.  :>  Second 
street,  by  Captain  John  W.  Armitage;  at  the  Troy  Citizens  Corps's 
armory,  by  William  A.  Olmstead;  at  No.  132  River  street,  by  John 
Arts;  at  No.  4  Chatham  square,  by  Michael  Cassidy;  at  the  corner  of 
Adams  and  Fourth  streets,  by  William  McConihe;  at  the  Troy  City 
Artillery's  armory,  by  Captain  Sidney  A.  Park;  at  the  Rendezvous,  by 
George  II.  (His;  at  No.  Congress  street,  by  William  B.  Tibbits;  at 
Lansingburgh,  by  George  W.  Wilson;  and  at  Green  Island,  by  Joseph 
G,  McNutt.  The  required  number  of  men  having  been  enlisted  by 
Captain  Armitage  April  18,  be  went  that  day  to  the  State  capital  and 
tendered  the  services  of  his  command  to  Governor  Morgan— the  first 
company  offered  to  and  accepted  by  the  State  in  response  to  the  call  of 
President  Lincoln.  On  that  evening  the  Troy  Common  Council  appro- 
priated the. sum  of  $1.0,000  for  the  support  of  the  families  of  the  enlisted 
men  while  they  were  engaged  in  the  war  ;  and  at  the  same  time  a  mass 
meeting  was  held  in  Harmony  hall  to  prov  ide  means  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. The  citizens  quickly  responded  to  the  call,  and  within  two  days 
the  fund  amounted  to  more  than  $26,000. 

The  Rensselaer  County  Agricultural  and  Manufacturers' society  hav- 
ing offered  the  use  ol  its  buildings  and  grounds  to  the  volunteer  com- 
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panics,  on  the  following  Monday,  April  22,  the  four  companies  organ- 
ized by  Captains  Armitage,  Olmstead,  Otis  and  Wilson,  all  under 
command  of  Colonel  Joseph  B.  Cai'i",  marched  to  the  fair  grounds  of 
the  society,  there  to  rendezvous  until  the  completion  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  regiment.  The  next  day  the  remaining  companies  en- 
camped there  with  them.  April  *M  Lieutenant  George  L.  Willard,  U. 
S.  A.,  then  on  the  staff  of  General  fohn  L.  Wool,  was  chosen  colonel; 
Joseph  B.  Carr  was  chosen  lieutenant-colonel,  and  R.  Wells  Kenyon 
was  chosen  major.  Through  a  clerical  error  made  in  the  order  of  fil- 
ing the  papers  in  the  office  of  the  adjutant-general  the  regiment  was 
designated  as  the  Second  Regiment  of  New  York  .State  Volunteers, 
while  it  should  have  been  called  the  First  Regiment,  as  if  in  reality 
was.  On  tlie  same  day  Colonel  Willard  appointed  Captain  Timothy 
Cjuinn  of  the  Republican  Guards  to  the  office  of  adjutant  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  Charles  L.  MacArthur  of  the  Troy  Citizens  Corps  to  the 
office  of  quartermaster. 

When  Colonel  Willard  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  regi- 
ment he  accepted  the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  with  the  proviso  that 
the  War  Department  would  allow  him,  an  officer  in  the  Regular  Army, 
to  retain  the  position.  Hut  the  regiment  was  doomed  to  disappoint- 
ment, for  soon  after  he  received  orders  from  headquarters  in  Washing- 
ton to  resign  his  command  as  an  officer  of  volunteers,  which  order  he 
obeyed  May  0;  and  May  10,  Joseph  I!.  Carr  was  elected  colonel,  R. 
Wells  Kenyon,  lieutenant-colonel  and  Richard  D.  Bloss  major.  Dr. 
Reed  B.  Bontecou  was  appointed  surgeon  and  l)r.  Re  Roy  McLean 
assistant  surgeon.  The  regiment  now  numbered  thirty-seven  com- 
missioned officers  and  L.'.''  enlisted  men,  and  organization  having  been 
perfected  it  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  for  two 
years  Ma)-  I  I,  18(51,  by  Captain  L.  Sitgreaves  of  the  Topographical 
Engineer  Corps  of  the  United  States  Army.  The  company  officers 
on  the  day  on  which  the  regiment  was  mustered  in  were  as  follows: 

Company  A. — Captain  John  W.  Armitage,  First  Lieutenant  Calvin  W.  lank, 
Second  Lieutenant  George  A.  Hitchcock. 

Company  I!. — Captain  William  A.  Olmstead,  First  Lieutenant  T.  Clement  Had- 
dock, Second  Lieutenant  Lee  Churchill, 

Company  C. — Captain  George  II.  Otis,  First  Lieutenant  S.  D.  Perkins,  Second 
Lieutenant,  William  II.  Pitt. 

Company  D. —  Captain  Michael  Cassidy,  First  Lieutenant  John  Maguire,  Second 
Lieutenant  John  McCaffrey. 
13 
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Company  E. — Captain  George  W.  Wilson,  First  Lieutenant  fohn  H.  Qnackenbush, 
Second  Lieutenant  Edgar  T.  Wilson. 

Company  P. — Captain  Sidney  W.  Park,  First  Lieutenant  James  A.  Cross,  Second 
Lieutenant  Henry  Harrison. 

Company  G. — Captain  William  B.  Tibbits,  First  Lieutenant  James  A.  Savage, 
Second  Lieutenant  Thomas  Sullivan. 

Company  II. — Captain  Joseph  G.  McNutt,  First  Lieutenant  Thomas  O'Brien, 
Second  Lieutenant  William  McPheters. 

Company  I. — Captain  William  McConihe,  First  Lieutenant  Joseph  Lal'uira,  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant  George  TalT'e. 

Company  K. — Captain  lohn  Arts,  First  Lieutenant  Henry  J  an  sen,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant August  Kolbe. 

'Die  scene  of  the  departure  of  the  Second  Regiment  for  the  seat  of 
war  on  the  morning  of  Saturday,  May  18,  was  one  of  the  most  memo- 
rable incidents  in  the  history  of  Troy.  Practical!}'  the  entire  popula- 
tion turned  out  and  the  streets  were  wellnigb  impassable  to  all  except 
the  brave  volunteer  soldiers.  The  regiment  left  the  fair  grounds, 
which  had  been  named  Camp  Willard  in  honor  of  the  first  commanding 
officer,  and  marched  through  River  street  to  Washington  square, 
thence  down  .Second  street  to  the  court  house,  where  the  lion.  George 
Goidd  presented  a  beautiful  regimental  Hag  to  the  command,  in  behalf 
of  a  number  of  the  women  of  Troy;  and  the  Rev.  |.  T.  Duryea  pre- 
sented to  Colonel  CaiT,  in  behalf  of  the  Rensselaer  County  Bible  So- 
ciety, a  handsomely  bound  bible.  The  regiment  was  escorted  by  Do- 
ring's  band,  sixty  police  officers,  tire  Troy  Citizens  Corps,  the  Troy 
City  Artillery,  the  Irish  Volunteers,  the  Columbian  Guards,  the  jack- 
son  Guards,  the  Wool  Guards,  Washington  Volunteers,  Premier  En- 
gine company,  Torrent  Engine  company,  Niagara  Engine  company, 
l.a  Kuvelto  Engine  Company,  Rough  and  Read)-  Engine  company, 
Trojan  Hook  and  Ladder  company,  Franklin  Hose  company,  foseph 
C,  Taylor  Hose  company,  and  the  members  of  the  Common  Council. 
At  the  wharf  at  the  foot  Of  Albany  street  the  regiment  embarked  on  a 
barge  for  Albany,  under  the  escort  ol  the  Troy  Citizens  Corps  and 
Doring's  band,  from  which  city  it  left  Sunday  evening  for  New  York 
on  the  steamboat  New  World.  William  Kemp  was  appointed  pay- 
master of  the  regiment  by  Governor  Morgan  June  7,  filling  that  office 
until  the  government  discharged  the  paymasters  appointed  by  the 
various  States. 

During  its  stay  in  New  York  the  regiment  was  quartered  at  Devlin's 

building  on  Canal  street.     May  21  knapsacks,  canteen,  haversacks  and 
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cam])  equipage  were  provided,  and  the  next  day  the  command  em- 
barked on  the  steamer  fames  Adger,  which  arrived  at  Fortress  Mon- 
roe May  24.  After  disembarking  the  regiment  marched  that  noon  to 
the  main  land,  where  tents  were  pitched  and  pickets  thrown  out.  This 
encampment  was  the  first  in  Virginia  outside  of  Fortress  Monroe  of 
volunteer  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.  The  camp  was  named  Cam])  Troy  by  Colonel 
Can",  but  it  was  soon  changed  to  Camp  Hamilton  by  order  ol  General 
Pierce. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Troy  regiment  at  Cam])  Hamilton,  five 
other  regiments  arrived  and  camped  near  by.  June  1  companies  15 
and  G,  of  the  2nd  Regiment,  under  Major  Bloss,  were  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed by  land  to  Hampton,  three  miles  away,  on  a  reconnoitering  expe- 
dition. The  next  day  a  small  force  was  met  near  New  Market  Bridge, 
where  one  of  the  Union  soldiers  was  captured.  This  was  followed  by 
a  skirmish,  when  the  Union  forces  retreated  to  camp. 

As  soon  as  it  was  learned  at  the  tort  thai  a  rebel  force  was  so  near, 
the  remaining  companies  ol  the  regiment  marched  beyond  Hampton, 
two  field-pieces  being  carried  by  Company  F.  On  the  evening  of  June 
9  Company  F,  in  command  ol  Lieutenant  Cross,  marched  to  Hampton 
with  the  two  field  pieces.  Part  ol  his  men  we're  left  there  with  the 
artillery,  ami  soon  after  midnight  the  remainder,  twenty-seven  in  num- 
ber, took  two  twelve-pound  howitzers  and  proceeded  toward  Big  Bethel 
in  company  with  the  Third  New  York  Vols.  Before  it  was  vet  day- 
break they  were  met  near  Little  Bethel  by  the  Seventh  New  York 
Yols.  u nder  Colonel  B'endix  who,  mistaking  them  lor  the  enemy,  opened 
lire  upon  them,  The  lire  was  returned  and  a  hot  light  had  just  begun 
when  the  two  bodies  recognized  each  othei  and  a  useless  slaughter  of 
friends  by  friends  was  av  erted.  The  forces  then  united  and  proceeded 
toward  Big  Bethel  under  command  ol  General  Pierce.  As  they  were 
approaching  this  place  they  were  fired  upon  by  partially  masked  rebel 
artillery.  After  recovering  from  their  surprise  they  placed  their  artil- 
lery in  position  and  returned  the  fire.  The  battle  then  commenced 
continued  for  nearly  live  hours,  from  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  till 
nearly  two  in  the  afternoon.  As  soon  as  this  engagement  began 
the  remaining  companies  of  the  Second  Regiment  and  the  First  Regi- 
ment left  Camp  Hamilton  and  proceeded  toward  the  scene  of  action. 
Lieutenant  Greble  at  once  brought  into  action  the  piece  of  artillery 
brought  with  the  reinforcements,  but  alter  ii  had  been  lired  the  third 
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time  he  was  struck  by  a  cannon  ball  and  instantly  killed.  During  the 
engagement  but  one  other  man  was  wounded. 

July  (i,  after  examination  of  the  regiment  by  a  medical  board,  118 
men  were  reported  as  discharged  and  soon  afterward  were  returned 
home.  Many  of  these  were  unquestionably  in  good  health  and  the 
majority  of  those  relieved  of  duty  re-enlisted.  August  5  the  regiment 
broke  camp  and  was  taken  by  water  to  Camp  Butler  at  Newport  News. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Kenyon  and  Major  Bloss  had  resigned  soon  after 
the  battle  of  Big  Bethel,  and  August  7  announcement  was  made  of  the 
appointment  of  Captain  Olmstead  of  Company  B  to  be  lieutenant- 
colonel  and  Captain  Otis  of  Company  C  to  be  major. 

An  incident  occurred  at  Camp  Hamilton  August  I  ~>  which  for  a  time 
threatened  the  peace  of  the  little  military  colony.  The  men  had  re- 
ceived no  money  since  the  first  pay  day,  [une  Lo,  when  the)'  had  been 
paid  by  the  State.  When  the  morning  of  August  1  .">  arrived,  therefore, 
the  camp  was  a  scene  of  disorder,  the  arms  of  the  regiment  having 
been  stacked  in  the  company  streets  and  the  men  themselves  having 
refused  to  perform  further  duty.  A  score  or  so  of  men  who  were  sup- 
posed to  have  led  the  insurrection  were  at  once  sent  as  prisoners  to  the 
"  Rip-Raps,"  a  fortified  prison  on  a  small  island  at  the  mouth  of  the 
James  River.  In  the  afternoon  about  eighty-five  more  men  who  had 
refused  to  perform  guard  duty  in  the  morning  were  likewise  impris- 
oned. To  the  men  who  were  left  Oeneral  Phelps  explained  the  duty 
of  the  soldier  and  the  rights  of  the  government  and  gave  all  till  the 
following  morning  to  make  up  their  minds  whether  they  would  be 
obedient  or  not.  So  great  was  the  determination  of  the  men,  how- 
ever, tli.it  on  the  following  day  210  still  refused  to  perform  the  duties 
to  which  they  were  assigned  and  the)',  too,  were  sent  as  prisoners  to 
the  "  Rip-Raps."  Alter  a  week's  imprisonment  most  of  the  men  sent 
in  a  request  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  return  to  their  regiment. 
Their  request  was  promptly  granted  by  General  fohn  K.  Wool,  then 
in  command  of  Fortress  Monroe,  and  August  2-3  all  the  prisoners  except 
a  dozen  or  thereabouts,  leaders  who  were  held  for  trial,  were  taken 
back  to  their  regiment. 

It  having  become  evident  that  many  more  men  would  lie  needed  to 
put  down  the  rebellion,  August  28  Lieutenant-Colonel  Olmstead,  ac- 
companied by  a  non-commissioned  officer,  was  detailed  to  return  to 
Troy  and  recruit  the  regiment  to  the  maximum  strength  allowed — 
1,046  men.    September  23  Captain  Arts  and  an  enlisted  man  were 
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sent  to  Troy  to  assist  him.  As  a  result  of  their  labors  1S1  men, 
besides  Doring's  band  of  Troy,  consisting  of  sixteen  musicians,  enlisted 
and  were  sent  to  the  camp.  The  regiment  was  still  further  increased 
in  numbers,  at  various  times,  by  the  transfer  thereto  of  volunteers 
from  other  regiments.  Still  more  men  being  needed  Captain  William 
McConihe,  Lieutenant  James  A.  Cross  and  lour  enlisted  men  were  de- 
tailed to  go  to  Albany  on  recruiting  service  January  I,  isi;\!,  hut  the)' 
succeeded  in  securing  the  enlistment  of  only  seventeen  men. 

After  the  spring  of  lSii\!  this  section  became  the  theatre  for  more 
stirring  and  important  incidents.  Captain  John  Lriesson  of  New  York 
had  invented  and  built  an  entirely  novel  war-vessel  with  a  single  round 
tower  of  iron  exposed  above  l  he  waterline,  It  was  called  the  Monitor. 
Tlie  Confederates,  meanwhile,  had  raised  the  United  States  frigate 
Merrimac,  one  of  the  sunken  ships  at  the  Norfolk  navy  wnd,  and  had 
plated  its  exposed  surface  with  iron.  As  soon  as  this  vessel  was  ready 
it  was  dispatched  to  attack  the  Union  licet  anchored  oil  Fortress  Mon- 
roe. Reaching  this  point  about  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  March 
S  she  began  the  work  of  destruction.  Before  nightfall  the  Cumberland 
and  the  Congress,  two  of  the  most  valuable  vessels  in  our  navy,  were 
sent  to  the  bottom  with  a  heavy  loss  of  life.  After  the  surrender  of 
the  Congress  an  effort  was  made  to  remove  the  prisoners  mi  her  by  a 
small  steamer  sent  out  from  tin/  Merrimac,  but  the  sharpshooters  on 
shore  kept  up  such  a  hot  lire  upon  the  craft  that  it  was  obliged  to  re- 
turn without  having  accomplished  its  mission.  The  ironclad  again 
opened  fire  on  the  Congress  and  alter  setting  her  afire  moved  away. 
Soon  after  most  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Congress  were  taken 
ashore.  The  Cumberland,  meantime,  had  gone  down  with  the  Union 
Hag  Hying.  During  these  naval  battles  a  detachment  from  the  Second 
Regiment  under  Lieutenant  ( 5eorgc  Could  ol  Company  1!  was  engaged 
with  artillery  in  trying  to  assist  the  federal  warships  to  drive  the  iron- 
clad away,  but  their  shots  did  little  or  no  injury  to  their  antagonist. 
During  the  night  the  Monitor  arrived  from  New  York  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing.morning  the  two  strange  monsters  fought  each  other  for  five 
hours — the  strangest  naval  battle  that  had  ever  been  fought.  At  the 
end  of  the  engagement  the  Merrimac,  badly  crippled,  was  obliged  to 
give  up  the  contest  and  return  to  Norfolk. 

April  \M,  ISii".',  was  the  anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the ''regi- 
ment. On  this  day  the  regiment,  excepting  Company  b,  was  stationed 
near  Newport  News.    The  day  was  celebrated  by  a  full  dress  parade 
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and  review  by  General  Mansfield  and  addresses  by  Quartermaster 
MacArthur,  General  Mansfield  and  Colonel  Carr  and  others.  The 
gains  and  losses  of  the  regiment  were  reported  to  be  as  follows  on  the 
anniversary  of  the  day  on  which  the  regiment  was  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  May  1  I  : 

Officers. — Mustered  into  the  United  States  service  with  the  regiment  May  14,  1801, 
37;  appointed  from  civil  life,  10;  appointed  from  enlisted  men  of  the  regiment,  9; 
promoted  but  of  the  regiment,  2;  resigned,  li);  belonging  to  the  regimen  I  .May  14, 
1802,  IS.");  total  50. 

Eni.istico  Men.— Mustered  into  the  United  States  service  with  the  regiment  May 
14,  1801,  742;  others  enlisted  before  the  regiment  left  New  York  State,  00;  enlisted 
<  )et.  II,  1801,  baud  in  !\'e\v  York  State,  10.;  enlisted  by  recruiting  parties  in  New 
York  Stale,  198;  enlisted  with  the  regiment  in  Virginia,  (i;  transferred  from  Second 
Maine,  Thirteenth,  Nineteenth,  and  Twenty-lust  New  York  Vols.,  1130;  total,  1,152. 
Appointed  commissioned  officers  of  regiment,  9;  transferred  to  the  Tenth  Infantry, 
First  Mounted  Rides,  New  York  Vols.,  (i;  discharged  July  (>,  1801,  result  of  medical 
examination,  118;  discharged  at  other  times  for  physical  disability  caused  by  disease, 
fi7  ;  discharged  by  special  order,  musician,  1;  discharged  for  incompetency,  15;  dis- 
charged lor  refusing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  !);  discharged  for  crime,  and  by 
sentence  of  court  martial,  -I ;  died,  accidentally  killed,  I;  died  of  disease,  7;  deserted 
before  leaving  New  York  State,  39;  deserted  after  reaching  Virginia,  Ki;  belonging 
to  regiment  May  14,  1802,  875. 

One  year  after  the  departure  of  the  regiment  from  Troy,  on  Max- 
is,  1802,  it  once  more  broke  camp  and  embarked  at  Fortress  Monroe 
for  Portsmouth,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  |ames  river. 
Thence  it  proceeded  to  the  famous  battlefield  of  Pair  Oaks.  The 
battle  which  had  been  fought  here  a  few  days  before  had  left  this  spot 
in  a  sickening  condition.  The  heat,  following  a  rain,  was  extreme, 
unci  the  stench  from  iho  decomposing  bodies  ol  men  and  horses  thai 
had  been  killed  in  battle  and  only  halt  buried  was  extremely  nauseat- 
ing, even  to  the  most  hardened. 

The  brigade  was  placed  in  command  of  Colonel  Carr  and  the  regi- 
ment in  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Olmstead  fune  b.',  Brigadier- 
General  Patterson  being  absent  on  account  of  sickness.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  Kith,  the  enemy  having  made  an  attack  on  the  Union  picket 
line,  Companies  1)  and  E  were  sent  to  reinforce  the  regiment  on  duty, 
and  forced  the  Confederates  back  without  any  loss  to  the  Second. 
June  "]  1 ,  about  ii  r.  m.  ,  the  regiment,  then  occupying  a  redoubt  near  the 
Williamsburg  road,  was  attacked  but  al  tcr  a  sharp  engagement  repulsed 
the  rebel  forces,  losing  in  the  light  one  man  killed  and  six  wounded, 
the  oul\'  loss  occurring  during  the  entire. engagement  at  hair  Oaks. 
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On  the  afternoon  of  the  30th,  just  after  the  regiment  had  entered  a 
piece  of  woods  to  rest  and  escape  from  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun,  the 
sound  of  lighting- was  heard  near  l>v  and  orders  were  given  to  proceed 
to  the  left  oi  General  Sickles's  Brigade,  where  Company  F,  without 
loss  of  men,  captured  Lieutenant-Colonel  Marge,  four  line  officers  and 
about  40  men,  with  their  arms  and  equipments,  also  i\  battle  flag,  .ill 
belonging  to  the  Seventeenth  Regiment,  Virginia  Vols.  During  the  night 
the  company  captured  several  more  of  the  enemy,  losing  one  man 
killed  and  one  officer  and  two  men  prisoners. 

The  next  engagement  into  which  the  regiment  entered  occurred  [uly 

I  at  Malvern  Hill,  where  it  gave  splendid  support  to  a  body  of  artillery. 
Early  in  the  evening,  after  fighting  all  day,  the  enemy  made  a  desperate 
assault,  being  repulsed  with  considerable  loss  after  a  hard  fight  of 
nearly  three  hours.  Colonel  Carr  resumed  command  oi  the  regiment 
on  the  6th,  General  Patterson  having  recovered  from  his  sickness. 

During  the  next  few  days  the  Brigade  was  increased  l>v  other  regi- 
ments which  had  been  ordered  thence,  and  August  -I,  at  G  i'.  the 
Second  Regiment  proceeded  toward  Malvern  Ilill.  After  manoeu- 
vring for  a  position,  the  intention  being  to  surround  and  capture  the 
enemy  On  the  hills  by  storm,  everything  was  about  ready  for  an  assault 
when  Genera]  Patterson  unwisely  sounded  a  bugle  call.  This  alarmed 
the  Confederate:  camp  and  the  Union  forces  for  the  time  abandoned 
the  contemplated  attack.  This  was  August  a.  That  evening  General 
Patterson  was  relieved,  Colonel  Carr  was  given  command  of  the  Biis>- 
ade  and  the  Second  Regiment  was  placed  in  charge  of  Captain  Wilson. 
More  skirmishing  followed  and  on  the  7th  the  Confederates  were  driven 
from  their  position  on  Malvern  Hill,  the  loss  of  the  Second  Regiment 
in  the  action  beinc,  one  man,  taken  prisoner. 

Exhaustion,  disease  and  accident  had  thinned  the  ranks  of  the  Second 
during  this  trying  campaign  of  the  early  summer.  It  was  calculated 
about  July  1  that  by  these  means  the  effective  strength  of  the  regiment 
had  been  reduced  about  250  men,  which,  with  eleven  casualties  in  the 
engagements  that  occurred  and  ten  desertions,  left  about  loo  men  who 
might  be  depended  upon  for  active  service.    Consequently  Company 

II  was  detailed  as  division  provost  guard  and  Captain  Boutclle,  Lieu- 
tenant Harrison  and  ten  enlisted  men  were  detailed  as  a  recruiting 
party.  The  latter  left  at  once  lor  Troy  and  entered  upon  their  duties. 
October  (i  these  officers  were  relieved  by  Captain  Ouackenbush  and 
Lieutenant  Dickie,  who  were  recovering  from  wounds  tlvev  had  re- 
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ceived,  and  returned  to  their  regiment.  Of  the  SO  men  who  enlisted 
on  this  recruiting  tour  but  3G  joined  the  regiment  at  the  front. 

Captain  George  W.  Wilson  of  Company  E,  then  in  command  of  the 
regiment,  was  promoted  August  12  to  the  position  of  major,  made 
vacant  by  the  resignation  of  George  II.  Otis.  Three  days  later  Harri- 
son's Landing  was  vacated  by  the  Arm}' of  the  Potomac.  The  occupa- 
tion of  this  point  had  been  a  terrible  experience  for  the  army,  and  the 
Troy  regiment  suffered  with  the  rest.  The  excessive  heat,  bad  water, 
poor  food,  constant  exposure  and  lack'  of  rest  or  recreation,  added  to 
the  disgusting  experiences  at  Fair  Oaks,  had  rendered  many  of  the 
men  useless  as  soldiers,  having  caused  a  large  number  of  cases  of 
chronic  disease.  No  less  than  IDS  members  of  the  regiment,  who  but 
a  short  time  before  had  been  in  perfect  health,  were  transported  to 
hospitals,  the  majority  of  them  finally  being  discharged  for  disability. 

About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  27th,  the  enemy  was  found 
near  Bristoe  Station  near  the  railroad.  Colonel  Carr  was  then  in  com- 
mand of  the  brigade.  Soon  afterward  another  regiment  of  the  brigade 
joined  the  Second,  and  the  enemy  opened  a  brisk  lire  by  both  artillery 
and  musketry.  In  the  sharp  battle  that  followed  a  large  number  of 
our  men  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  Included  among  the  latter 
were  Captains  (Juackcnbush,  Maguire  and  Perkins,  and  Lieutenants 
Egolf,  Kirker  and  Temple,  Captain  Park,  who  had  been  placed  in 
temporary  command  of  the  .Second  on  account  of  the  prostration  ol 
Major  Wilson  by  the  heat  of  the  day,  seeing  that  the  regiment  was  un- 
supported and  that  it  would  not  be  able  to  main  tain  its  position,  ordered 
a  retreat  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  in  the  rear,  where  the  regiment  re- 
mained until  the  close  ol  the  engagement.  Roll  call  that  night  revealed 
the  laci  thai  ten  men  in  the  regiment  had  been  killed,  am!  six  officers 
and  fort  y-nine  men  wounded. 

About  I  I  \.  m.  of  the  29th  the  Second  Bull  Run  battle  field  was 
reached  while  that  bloody  light  was  in  progress.  Line  was  formed  and 
at  2  t\  M.  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  front  and  given  a  dangerous 
position  to  maintain.  Regiment  alter  regiment  broke  and. retreated, 
but  the  Second  maintained  its  position  until  the  supporting  regiment 
next  on  its  left  gave  way.  Then  the  enemy  were  seen  both  on  its  lefl 
and  in  its  rear  and  the  order  to  tail  bac  k  was  given,  the  SeconcVfiring 
as  it  retreated  in  good  order  The  loss  during  I  he  battle  was  found  to 
be  one  killed,  three  wounded  and  nine  prisoners.  Actum  was  renewed 
about  two  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  30th.    At  twilight  Colonel 
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Carr,  in  response  to  orders,  moved  the  brigade  in  retreat  towards  Cen- 
treville,  where  it  arrived  completely  tired  out  soon  after  midnight  and 
bivouacked. 

September  10  Lieutenant-Colonel  Olmstead,  having  recovered  from  his 
long  sickness,  returned  and  resumed  command,  Three  days  later  Colo- 
nel Joseph  B.  Carr,  on  the  recommendation  of  Major- General  Hooker, 
received  his  commission  as  brigadier- general  of  the  the  United  States 
Volunteers.  Several  other  changes  among  the  commanding  officers 
took  place  about  this  time.  In  addition  to  the  promotion  of  the  brave 
General  Carr,  he  was,  on  September  24,  relieved  of  the  command  of 
Third  Brigade  and  assigned  to  that  of  the  First  Brigade,  Second  1  >ivis- 
ion.  September  27,  Brigadier-General  Daniel  E.  Sickles  succeeded 
General  G rover  in  the  command  of  the  Second  Division.  September 
30  Brigadier-General  F.  E.  Patterson  assumed  his  old  command,  that 
of  the  brigade  of  which  the  Troy  regiment  formed  a  part.  October  1 
General  Carr  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
formerly  General  Sickles's  command.  October  1*3  Captain  Sidney  W. 
Park  of  Company  P,  having  been  appointed  colonel  of  the  Second 
Regiment  on  the  recommendation  of  General  Carr,  received  his  com- 
mission and  assumed  command. 

On  the  morning  of  November  ]  orders  were  received  to  be  ready  to 
move  at  a  moment's  notice.  The  regiment  proceeded  to  near  Fairfax 
Seminary,  there  joining  the  rest  of  the  division;  thence  moving  to  a 
point  about  six  miles  back  of  Alexandria.  The  next  day  it  proceeded 
past  Centreville  and  Bull  Run,  and  that  night  bivouacked  near  Black- 
burn's Ford.  <  )n  the  !)th,  while  the  regiment  was  encamped  at  Manas- 
sas Junction,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Olmstead  was  relieved  of  duty  with 
t he  See ond  Regiment  and  given  the  command  of  the  ( hie-hundred  and 
Fifteenth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  <  >n  the  LOth  announce- 
ment was  made  of  the  promotion  of  Captain  William  B.  Tibbits  of 
Company  O  to  be  major,  to  succeed  Major  Wilson  resigned. 

December  I,  while  the  regiment  was  encamped  on  the  road  between 
Boscobel  and  Falmouth,  its  officers  presented  to  their  late  commanding 
colonel,  Brigadier-General  Joseph  B.  Carr,  a  line  set  of  cavalry  equip- 
ment, as  a  token  of  their  remembrance  of  him  and  the  high  esteem  in 
which  he  was  held.  (  )n  the  morning  of  the  same  day  the  entire  Second 
Division  was  tendered  a  reception  by  General  Hooker. 

The  great  battle  of  Fredericksburg  began  on  the  morningvof  Decem- 
ber 1  1.     Early  on  the  afternoon  i  t  the  L3th  the  Third  Brigade  followed 
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other  bodies  of  men  to  the  support  of  Franklin's  Division,  the  lelt  wing 
of  the  arm)'.  Crossing  the  pontoon  bridge  the  Second  Regiment  led 
the  brigade  to  the  front  of  the  scene  of  action,  near  the  first  line  ol 
battle.  The  only  loss  to  the  Second  Regiment  during  this  engagement 
was  four  prisoners,  all  stragglers. 

Christmas  day  brought  another  surprise  to  the  soldiers,  when  Briga- 
dier-General Joseph  W.  Revere  was  transferred  to  the  command  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  and  Brigadier-General  Gershora  Mott  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  Third  Brigade. 

Little  of  importance  transpired  after  this  until  April  30,  when  word 
was  received  that  the  Union  forces  had  succeeded  in  crossing  the 
Rappahannock  above  Fredericksburg,  at  the  United  States  Ford,  and 
had  turned  the  enemy's  left.  The  brigade  at  once  proceeded  towards 
this  point,  crossing  the  ford  May  I  and  going  at  once  on  picket  duty. 
Two  davs  later  firing  became  general  and  several  men  in  the  regiment 
were  either  killed  or  wounded'.  Captain  McConihe  received  a  severe 
wound  in  the  breast,  and  while  the  regiment  was  advancing  to  the  front 
line  Colonel  Park  was  shot  in  the  knee,  the  injury  being  so  great  that  his 
leg  was  amputated  at  once.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Olmstead  succeeded 
Colonel  Bark  to  the  command,  and  the  regiment  changed  its  position 
and  opened  lire  on  the  enemy.  But  ammunition  soon  became  scarce 
and 'the  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  rear.  While  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Olmstead  was  looking  for  ammunition  he  learned  that  the  brigade  had 
been  ordered  to  return  to  the  United  Slates  Ford,  and  consequently  he 
hastened  to  rejoin  his  regiment.  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  the  good 
judgment  of  Brigadier-General  Can-  doubtless  saved  a  great  and  un- 
ueivssarv  loss  ol  lite.  Colonel  l  Hmstead's  information  was  correct. 
The  entire  division  had  been  ordered  back  to  the  ford  l>v  General 
Revere,  who  had  assumed  command  on  the  death  of  General  Berry, 
and  the  Second  Brigade  had  started  to  obey;  but  General  Carr,  in 
command  of  the  First  Brigade,  had  refused  to  recognize  the  order  and 
had  at  once  communicated  the  same  to  General  Sickles.  The  result 
was  that  the  foolhardy  Revere  was  placed  under  arrest  while  Genera] 
Carr  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  entire  division, 

When  Lieutenant-Colonel  Olmstead  arrived  at  the  fort  he  reorgan- 
ized the  regiment  and  started  for  the  front.  Soon  after  the  rebels 
attacked  the  lelt  flank,  but  were  repulsed  and  driven  back  bevond 
their  breastworks  by  the  Third  Brigade,  which  were  hdd  by  that 
body  as  a  shelter.     After  nearh  an  hour's  continuous  lighting  in  this 
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position  a  heavy  body  of  the  Confederates  advanced.  The  Second 
regiment  was  kept  well  under  cover  until  the  enemy  had  reached  the 
right  point,  when  our  men  opened  a  severe  flanking  fire  upon  them. 
Many  of  the  enemy  were  driven  within  the  lines  of  the  brigade  and 
hundreds  of  men  and  seven  or  eight  (lags  were  captured.  Following 
this  temporary  victory  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  were  massed  in 
front  and  attacked  our  lines,  which  were  soon  driven  back  to  a  second 
line  which  had  been  formed  while  the  Third  brigade  had  been  fighting 
in  front.  before  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  Nth  the  regiment 
joined  in  the  retreat  of  the  whole  army.  Fifty  men  of  the  Second 
were  killed,  injured  and  taken  prisoners  in  the  engagement,  as  follows: 
Three  enlisted  men  were  killed;  three  officers  were  severely  wounded 
and  two  slightly;  two  enlisted  men  were  mortally  wounded,  twelve 
severely  wounded  and  twenty-six  slightly  wounded;  one  enlisted  man 
was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner,  and  one  man  capable  of  service  was 
captured. 

Hut  little  more  remains  to  be  told  concerning  the  work  of  the  Sec- 
ond Regiment.  On  the  morning"  of  May  L-J  orders  were  received  from 
General  Sickles,  in  command  of  the  Third  Corps,  directing  that  the 
regiment  should  start  that  day  lor  Troy  and  there  be  mustered  out  of 
the  service  of  the  United  .States.  Those  who  had  enlisted  for  three 
years,  however,  were  transferred  to  the  Seventieth  New  York  Vols, 
to  serve  out  the  balance  of  their  time.  In  General  Sicklcs's  orders  he 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  regiment  had  shared  with  I  looker's 
veteran  division  "the  honors  and  perils  of  the  campaign  before  Rich- 
mond, It  served  with  credit  under  General  Pope  in  front  of  Rich- 
mond, .md  willi  increased  distinction  under  General  Hooker  in  the 
recent  operations  on  the  Rappahannock.  Fair  Oaks,  Glendale,  Mal- 
vern Mill,  Uristoe,  Manassas  and  Chancellorsville  should  be  borne  on 
the  regimental  colors  and  ever  remembered  by  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  regiment. " 

The  regiment  arrived  at  Jersey  City  on  the  afternoon  of  the  kith, 
where  it  was  met  by  a  committee  of  the  citizens  of  Troy,  accompanied 
by  Doring's  band,  and  escorted  to  New  York,  where  it  embarked  mi 
the  steamer  Cornelius  Vanderbilt  for  Troy.  On  the  morning  oCMay 
L4,  about  seven  o'clock,  the  troops  arrived  home,  where  a  rousing 
demonstration  ol  welcome  awaited  them.  The  wharf  ;hid  the  streets 
were  Idled  with  friends  of  the  returning  soldiers,  including  the  wives 
and  sweethearts  ot  many  ol  them;  and  when  at  eight  o'clock  the  regi- 
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ment  took  up  the  line  of  march  through  the  principal  streets,  escorted 
by  the  Common  Council,  the  Twenty-fourth  Regiment,  N.  G.  S.  N.  V., 
the  Fire  Department  and  the  Young  Men's  and  Moulders' Associations, 
the  enthusiasm  was  intense  on  all  sides.  The  regiment  was  welcomed 
home  in  a  speech  by  Mayor  William  L.  Van  Alstyne,  to  which  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Olmstead  responded,  when  the  parade  was  continued 
until  it  was  dismissed  at  noon.  The  arms  and  accoutrements  were 
deposited  in  the  State  armor}'  and  the  men  were  dismissed  with  orders 
to  report  May  10,  on  which  date  it  was  announced  they  would  he  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service.  But  many  of  the  regimental  and  company 
records  having  been  lost  or  destroyed  the  muster-out  rolls  were  not 
completed  until  May  2G.  On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  the  regiment 
made  its  final  appearance  upon  the  streets  of  the  city,  after  which,  at 
the  armory,  Captain  C.  H.  Corning  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry, 
United  States  Army,  performed  the  brief  service  by  which  the  regi- 
ment, consisting  of  '6(>  officer's  and  437  enlisted  men,  was  mustered  out 
of  the  service  of  the  United  States.  Two  days  later  the  regiment  pre- 
sented to  the  Common  Council,  for  the  city,  the  flag  received  on  the 
day  it  left  Troy  for  the  front,  which  llag  is  now  in  the  .State  military 
museum  in  Albany. 

The  official  statement  of  the  gains  and  losses  of  the  Second  Regiment 
during  its  second  year's  service  is  as  follows: 

Ofkickrs — Belonging  to  the  regiment  May  14,  18ii-2,  35;  appointed  from  civil  hie, 
3;  appointed  from  enlisted  men  of  the  regiment,  IS;  promoted  out  of  regiment,  1 ; 
honorably  discharged  by  War  1  lepartment  on  account  of  disability  caused  by  w  ounds 
received  in  action,  2 ;  resigned',  11;  died  of  wounds  received  in  action,  1;  dishonor- 
ably dismissed  from  the  United  States  service  by  ovdev  of  the  War  Department,  '-' ; 
mustered  out  ol  t  inted  States  service  witli  regiment,  :>(i ;  total ,  50. 

ISni.istud  Mkn. — Belonging  to  regiment  May  I  I,  18(52,874;  enlisted  by  recruiting 
parties  in  New  York  State,  30 ;  appointed  commissioned  officers  of  regiment,  IS; 
transferred  back  to  Second  Regiment  Maine  Volunteers,  52;  transferred  to  Seven- 
tieth New  York  Volunteers,  May  11,  1808  (three  years'  men),  120.  Discharged. — 
Appointed  commissioned  officer  in  Third  New  York  Volunteers,  1  ;  enlisted  in  regu- 
lar army,  4;  expiration  of  service,  1  ;  for  physical  disability  caused  by  wounds,  17; 
for  physical  disability  caused  by  disease,  117;  by  sentence  of  court  martial,  2 ;  total 
discharged,  142.  Died.  —  Killed  and  died  of  wounds  received  in  action,  24  ;  killed 
accidentally,  I;  died  of  disease,  14;  total  died,  3!).  Deserted,  90;  reported  on 
muster-out  roll  as  killed,  but  was  taken  prisoner  (three  years'  man),  1  ;  mustered 
out  of  United  States  service  by  order,  July  22,  18C2  (bandj,  11;  mustered  out  of  1  'nited 

States  service  with  regiment,  May  20,  1803,  137;  total  enlisted  men,  010. 

v  ■ 
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Record  of   i m   Tin  rtie  rn  Reiii  mknt, 

The  Thirtieth  Regiment,  New  York  State  Volunteers,  ranked  second 
to  none  in  Rensselaer  eounty  in  faithfulness  of  service  and  valorous 
deeds  in  the  time  of  war.  Ii  was  composed  ol  Co,  Aof  Lansingburgh, 
Co.  B  of  Troy,  Co.  C  of  Schenectady,  Co.  I)  of  Saratoga,  Co.  IS  of 
Poughkeepsie,  Co.  F  of  Saratoga,  Co.  <  5  ol  Saratoga  county,  Co.  1 1  of 
Hoosick,  Co.  I  of  Troy,  and  Co.  K  of  Valatie  and  Kinderhook.  Co.  h 
of  Lansingburgh  enjoyed  a  unique  distinction,  being  composed  of 
members  of  the  village  lire  department,  which  was  mustered  in  with 
the  recruits  attired  in  firemen's  uniforms,  consisting  of  red  shirts,  black 
trousers  and  regulation  fire  hats.  The  organization  of  the  regiment 
was  completed  |une  I,  |8GI,  when  it  was  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States  for  the  term  ol  two  years. 

[vine  26,  they  left  Albany  for  the  front.  The  regiment  consisted  of 
ten  companies  which  had  been  sent  to  Albany  to  await  organization, 
and  were  afterward  transferred  to  the  Rensselaer  county  fairgrounds 
between  Troy  and  Lansingburgh.  Edward  Frisby  of  Albany  was 
colonel  of  the  regiment  and  led  it  in  the  various  marches  in  front  of 
Washington  to  Fredericksburg  and  along  the  line  ol  the  Rappahannock 
under  McDowell  and  then  under  Pope,  fighting  at  Groveton  and  Bull 
Run,  and  losing  his  life  in  the  battle  of  Chantilly,  August  ISO,  1802,  in 
front  of  Stonewall  Jackson's  division  ol  Lee's  army,  which  was  fight- 
ing protected  by  a  railroad  cut.  The  regiment,  which  went  into  the 
battle  with  500  men,  could  scarcely  muster  half  that  number  on  the 
following  day.  Captain  Samuel  King  and  Lieutenant  Frank  Dargen 
of  Co.  A,  Lansingburgh,  were  killed  in  the  engagement,  Captain 
Harrison  llolliday  ol  Poughkeepsie  died  in  a  few  days  from  wounds 
received  and  Lieutenant  Philip  Rice  of  Co.  (J,  Saratoga,  was  killed  in 
the  night  attack  at  Groveton,  August 2'J.  Charles  E.  Brintnall  of  Trov, 
who  had  been  influential  in  recruiting  Cos.  1  and  B,  went  out  as  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  the  regiment.  Col.  Brintnall  subsequently  resigned 
and  Major  William  M.  Searing,  who  was  appointed  to  till  the  vacancy, 
became  colonel  of  the  regiment  when  Colonel  Frisby  was  killed,  and 
remained  in  command  until  the  close  of  the  term  of  enlistment  in  fune, 
1.803.  Richard  C.  Bentley  of  Albany  was  adjutant ;  Charles  E.  Riiss, 
also  of  Albany,  quartermaster;  Francis  L,  R,  Chapin  of  the  same  city 
now  of  (liens  Falls,  surgeon;  Dr.  Julius  A.  Skilton,  assistant  surgeon; 
Robert  W.  Cross,  sergeant.-!  iajor;    Bernard  Cilligan,  quartermaster- 
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sergeant,  and  Thomas  Tilley,  standard  bearer.  The  regiment  went  to 
the  front  via  the  Hudson  River  and  was  armed  with  Enfield  rifles. 

After  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run  the  command  marched  across  the 
Potomac  river  into  Virginia.  When  brigades  were  organized  under 
General  McClellan  the  Thirtieth  was  brigaded  with  the  Twenty-second 
and  Twenty  fourth  regiments  and  the  Fourteenth  Brooklyn  militia, 
forming  the  First  Brigade  of  the  First  Arm)'  Corps  under  Gen.  Mc- 
Dowell. This  brigade  participated  in  several  heavy  engagements  and 
became  known  as  Hatch's  iron  brigade  or  foot  cavalry,  being  highly 
complimented  for  their  behavior  under  lire.  After  the  battle  of  Bull 
Run  the  regiment  went  over  into  Maryland  and  took  part  in  the  battles 
of  South  Mountain  and  Antietam. 

October  1.6,  1862  they  went  into  camp  near  Harper's  Ferry.  At  that 
time  the  regiment,  by  hard  fighting  and  marching,  had  been  depleted 
to  seventy-five  men.  They  afterwards  served  under  General  Hooker 
in  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  The  regiment  came  home  at  the  end  of 
its  term  and  was  formally  mustered  out  of  the  service  of  the  United 
States  at  Albany  a  few  days  before  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  A  num- 
ber of  the  men  subsequently  joined  Colonel  Chrysler  in  organizing  the 
Second  Veteran  Cavalry. 

The  Thirtieth  was  organized  under  the  first  call  of  President 
Lincoln  for  75,000  men  to  serve  two  years.  The  proclamation  was 
issued  in  April  and  the  quota  from  this  State,  consisting  of  thirty-six 
regiments,  was  organized  and  on  the  way  to  the  front  within  two 
months.  The  line  officers  of  the  several  companies  of  the  Thirtieth 
were  as  follows : 

Co  A.  l.sinsingburgh  Captain  Samuel  King,  Lieutenants  )<>lin  11.  Campbell 
and  1;  raueis  1  •arisen , 

Co.  I'.,  Troy.  Captain  Waller  L.  Lanning-,  Lieutenants  Philip  Casey  ami  Sey- 
mour  Scott. 

Co.  C,  Schenectady.— Captain  B.  M.  Van  Vorst,  Lieutenants  M.  V.  V.  Smith  ami 
lid  w  ard  Van  V<  >i  si. 

Co.  1),  Saratoga. — Captain  Miles  I).  Miven,  Lieutenants  Mervin  G,  Putnam  ami 
John  II.  Marston. 

Co.  E,  Poughkeepsie. — Captain  Harrison  Holliday,  Lieutenants  Edgar  S.  Jen- 
nings and  Nathaniel  Palmer. 

Co.  1'',  Saratoga.— Captain  Albert  J  Perry,  Lieutenants  Andrew  M.  Franklin 
and  James  M.  Andrews,  jr. 

Co.  ('«,  Saratoga  county. — Captain  Morgan  II.  Chrysler,  Lieutenants  William  1\ 
Conkling  and  Asa  L.  Carney. 
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Co.  H,  Hoosick. — Captain  Walter  P.  Tillman,  Lieutenants  Lemuel  Ball  and  F. 
W.  Barnes. 

Co.  I,  Troy. — Captain  [ohu  M.  Land on,  Lieutenants  Samuel  \V.  1'otts  and 
Alon/.o  Alden. 

Co.  K,  Valatie  and  Kinderhook. —  Captain  Bartholomew  Bruyn,  Lieutenants  *nl- 
bert  W.  Becker  and  Albert  Lainpman. 

The  regiment  participated  in  the  following' battles:  Falmouth,  Apr41 
!),  1862;  Massapomax,  August  <>,  1862;  Rappahannock  Crossing, 
August  2 1 ,  22  and  23,  18(12;  Sulphur  Springs,  August  26,  1802;  Gaines- 
ville, August  28,  1802;  Groveton,  August  29,  1802;  liull  Run,  August 
30,  1802;  South  Mountain  and  Antietam,  September  1,  1802;  Freder- 
icksburg, December  1.3,  N  and  15,  1.802;  Chancellorsville,  April  2!)  to 
May  0,  1863.  A  permanent  organization  of  the  regiment  was  effected 
at  Saratoga  [unc  28,  1880  and  the  name  "Thirtieth  Infantry  New 
York  State  Volunteer  Association  "  w  as  adopted. 

The  controversy  which  for  years  existed  as  to  which  brigade  was  en- 
titled to  be  called  the  iron  brigade,  was  decided  in  favor  of  the  brigade 
to  which  the  Thirtieth  regiment  belonged  and  il  is  so  recorded  in  his- 
tory. The  Western  regiment  which  claimed  the  title  is  now  known  as 
the  "Western  iron  brigade." 

On  the  official  list  giving  the  percentage  of  losses  inclined  at  the 
battle  of  Bull  Run  the  Thirtieth  stands  third  with  nineteen  per  cent. 
The  regiment  is  one  of  the  few  which  received  from  the  United  States 
government  a  flag  of  merit. 

Ol'KRA'J'IONS    ol    TMIC  O  \  K    HuNOKKI)    \NI)   Si  X  T  Y-N  I  NTH , 

The  nucleus  of  the  One  Hundredth  and  Sixty-ninth  N?w  Vork  Vol- 
unteers was  one  oi  the  companies  recruited  for  service  with  the  125th 
Regiment.  When  the  latter  regiment  was  organized  eleven  companies 
reported  for  duty,  one  loo  man)'.  It  being  necessary  to  drop  one  com- 
pany out  the  War  Committee  of  the  county  did  not  assign  this  company 
to  a  position  and  when  the  [25th  Regiment  left  for  the  front  this  com- 
pany, nameless  and  without  official  standing,  was  left  home.  The 
company  had  been  recruited  by  Captain  James  A.  Colvin,  First  Lieu- 
tenant Jerome  13.  Parm  enter  and  Second  Lieutenant  Bernard  N.Smith 
lor  the  125  th  Regiment.  When  it  was  found  that  the  company's  serv- 
ices would  not  be  needed  by  the  latter  regiment  no  time  was  lost  jn 
securing  from  the  adjutant-general  of  the  Stale  an  order  directing  that 
the  company  should  be   must'  red  into  service  and  givingnts  officers 
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their  proper  rank.  The  determination  of  the  men  comprising  the 
company  to  go  to  the  front  created  great  enthusiasm  throughout  the 
county,  and  as  recruiting  was  still  in  progress  and  the  war  spirit  ran 
high,  the  war  committee  decided  to  organize  still  another  regiment. 
Company  A,  Captain  Colvin's  original  company,  remained  in  barracks 
at  Butestown,  near  the  city  of  Troy.  August  29,  13<>2,  the  field  officers 
and  a  part  of  the  staff  were  named,  and  by  September  20  the  remain- 
ing nine  companies  w  ere  organized.  September  2,>  Companies  A  and 
E  were  mustered  in  by  Captain  Hager  of  the  United  States  army,  but 
the  mustering  in  of  the  rest  of  the  companies  was  prevented  by  the 
great  difficulty  experienced  in  keeping  the  men  together.  Few  of  the 
recruits,  patriotic  though  the)'  were-,  had  gained  a  proper  idea  of  the 
true  position  of  a  soldier  and  the  officers  of  the  new  regiment  experi- 
enced difficulty  in  maintaining  the  proper  discipline.  Finding  it  prac- 
tically impossible  to  muster  in  the  entire  organization  in  Troy  it  was 
determined  to  change  the  l>ase  to  New  York,  where  it  was  believed  the 
men  could  be  kept  under  better  restraint.  Accordingly  September  25 
the  regiment  left  Batestown  and  proceeded  by  ears  to  New  York,  going 
into  quarters  at  the  Park  Barracks.  But  city  life  offered  too  many 
temptations  to  the  new  soldiers,  many  of  whom  were  young  and  fond 
of  diversion,  and  it  was  decided  to  make  still  another  change.  The 
regiment  therefore  was  ordered  to  New  Doi'p,  Staten  Island,  where  it 
remained  for  sixteen  days  while  its  ranks  were  tilled  up,  and  the  work 
of  mustering  in  was  completed  October  (>,  L862.  Nine  days  later  the 
109th  Regiment,  fully  equipped  lor  war,  proceeded  to  Washington, 
where  it  arrived  October  IS,  and  was  quartered  at  the  Soldiers'  Rest, 
near  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  depot.  The  next  day  it  crossed  the 
Potomac  into  Virginia  and  bivouacked  near  Fori  Kthan  Allen.  four 
days  afterwards  it  went  into  cam])  near  the  chain  bridge,  which  was 
called  Camp  Abercrombie,  so  named  in  honor  of  the  general  command- 
ing the  post  and  the  division.  Here  drills  were  at  once  begun  by  Col- 
onel Clarence  Buel,  commanding  the  regiment.  The  officers'  roster  of 
the  regiment  at  this  time  was  as  follows: 

Colonel  Clarence  Buel  (Captain  II.  L.  Cavalry  August  14,  1861);  commissioned 
September  11,  1802;  mustered  October  8,  1802. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  John  ijilcConihe  (Capt  am  1st  Nebraska  Volunteers  June  30, 
18(51),  commissioned  September  17,  1802;  mustered  October  6,  1802. 

Major  Alonzo  Alden  (second-lieutenant  June  I,  1861,  and  first-lieutenant  and  ad- 
jutant May '.'8,  1862,  30th  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers);  commissioned  Septem- 
ber 20,  1862;  mustered  October  (!,  180M 
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Adjutant  William  R.  Kisselburgh ;  commissioned  September  1,  1802;  mustered 
September  1,  1802. 

Quartermaster  Sidney  N.  Kinuey;  commissioned  September  1,  1802;  mustered 
September  2,  1S02. 

Surgeon  John  Knowlson;  commissioned  September  3,  1802;  mustered  September 
3,  1802. 

First  Assistant  Surgeon  Joseph  T.  Skinner;  commissioned  September  18,  1802; 
mustered  September  19,  1802. 

Second  Assistant  Surgeon  Porter  L.  F.  Reynolds;  commissioned  September  22, 
1802;  mustered  September  22,  18(52. 

Chaplain  Joel  W.  Eaton.;  commissioned  September  23,  1802;  mustered  October  0, 
1802. 

Captains. — James  A.  Colvin,  A;  commissioned  August  21,  1802  ;  mustered  Septem- 
ber 25,  1862.  Nathaniel  Wood,  B;  commissioned  September  13,  1862;  mustered 
OctoberO,  lHii2.  Joseph  II.  Allen,  C;  commsisioned  September  10,  1863:  mustered 
October  0,  1862.  Warren  R.  Coleman,  D;  commissioned  September  17,  1802;  mus- 
tered October  0,  1862.  L.  M.  Wright,  E;  commissioned  September  17,  1802;  mus- 
tered September  25,  1802.  Augustus  1 ).  Vaughn,  F;  commissioned  October  11,  1802; 
mustered  October  0,  1802.  [ohn  T.  McCoun,  G;  commissioned  September  20,  1S02; 
mustered  October  6, 1862.  William  H.  Wickes,  H;  commissioned  September  20,  1862; 
mustered  October  0,  1802.  Michael  Murnane,  1  ;  commissioned  September  20,  1862; 
mustered  October  0,  1862.  Daniel  Ferguson,  K;  commissioned  September  20,  1802; 
mustered  October  0,  1802. 

First  Lieutenants. — Jerome  B.  Parmenter,  A;  commissioned  August  21,  1S62; 
mustered  September  25,  1802.  David  P.  Benson,  B;  commissioned  September  13, 
1802;  mustered  October  0,  1802.  Frank  W.  Tarbell,  C;  commissioned  September 
10,  1K02;  mustered  October  0,  1802.  Robert  O'Connor,  1);  commissioned  September 
17,  1802;  mustered  October  li,  1862.  fohn  F.  Croft,  E;  commissioned  Septembei  17, 
1802;  mustered  September  25,  1862.  James  F.  Thompson,  F;  commissioned  Sep- 
tember 25,  1862;  mustered  October  0,  1802.  George  II.  Gager,  G;  commissioned 
September  20  1802;  mustered  October  0,  1802.  William  S.  Hartshorn,  II;  commis- 
sioned Septembei  20,  1862  ;  mustered  October  6,  1862.  Spencer  W.  Snyder,  1;  com- 
missioned September  20,  IS0.2;  mustered  October  6,  1862.  Uaniel  |.  Carey,  K  ;  com- 
missioned September  20,  1862;  mustered  October  0,  1862. 

Second  Lieutenants. — Bernard  N.  Smith,  A;  commissioned  August  21,  1862;  mus- 
tered September  25,  1862.  Michael  Holmes,  R;  commissioned  September  13,  1802; 
mustered  October  0,  1862.  Charles  E.  Morey,  C;  commissioned  September  10,  1862; 
mustered  October  0,  1802.  John  II.  Hughes,  I);  commissioned  September  17,  L862; 
mustered  October  0,  1862.  Charles  II.  Rainier,  E;  commissioned  September  17, 
1802;  mustered  September  25,  1S02.  Thomas  1).  Jellico,  F;  commissioned  Septem- 
ber 23,  1802;  mustered  October  0,  IH02.  Thomas  R.  Eaton,  G;  commissioned  Sep- 
tember 20,  1862;  mustered  October  0,  1S02.  William  H.  Lyon,  H;  commissioned 
September  20,  1802,  mustered  October  0,  1862.  Patrick  Connors,  I;  commissioned 
September  20,  1802;  mustered  October  0,  1862.  Edwin  R.  Smith,  K;  commissioned 
September  20,  1802;  mustered  October  0,  1*62.  ' 

The  boys  of  the  169th  Regiment  soon  reuli/.ed  that  army  Jife  was  not 
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one  round  of  pleasure.  Though  they  were  located  on  the  very  edge  of 
scenes  of  some  of  the  bloodiest  conflicts  of  the  war  in  which  they  were 
soon  to  participate,  the  officers  of  the  regiment  experienced  the  great- 
est difficulty  in  bringing  them  down  to  the  stern  realities  of  the  situa- 
tion and  in  enforcing  discipline  and  a  proper  amount  oJ  respect  for 
their  superiors.  Soon  alter  the  regiment  went  into  earn])  the  War  De- 
partment directed  Colonel  Buel  to  designate  Major  Alonzo  Alden  reg- 
imental referee,  with  powers  similar  to  those  of  a  court-martial  His 
decrees  often  seemed  to  be  unnecessarily  severe  and  for  a  time  the 
major,  who  had  seen  more  than  a  year's  service  in  the  80th  Regiment 
and  was  familiar  with  all  the  details  of  discipline,  was  more  or  less 
unpopular  with  the  majority  of  men;  but  later  on,  when  the)'  began  to 
see  what  active  service  meant,  this  feeling  of  antagonism  tinned  to  ad- 
miration and  respect  and  the  major  was  as  popular  before  the  regiment 
returned  home  as  lie  had  been  unpopular  in  the  early  clays  of  camp 
life. 

Little  Occurred  to  break  the  monotony  of  camp  life  during  the  sum- 
mer and  earl)'  winter  aside  from  a  few  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the 
officers.  Major  Alden  was  appointed  as  a  member  of  the  court-martial 
for  the  trial  of  Colonel  Doubleday  of  the  -1th  Heavy  Artillery,  and  after 
serving  three  weeks  lie  was  put  in  command  of  the  regiment  and  Col- 
onel Buel  was  made  president  of  a  new  court.  Upon  its  dissolution 
the  latter  was  given  the  command  of  the  brigade,  then  composed  of  the 
KJOth,  the  118th  and  the  1  5 2d  New  York  Volunteers.  Adjutant  Kissel- 
burgh  was  assigned  to  Colonel  1  hi  el's  staff  and  Lieutenant  Jerome  11. 
Parm enter  succeeded  Adjutant  Kisselburgh,  February  12,  I80J3,  the 
I '00th  Regiment  was  ordered  to  Washington  for  provost  guard  dutv, 
about  two  weeks  later  making  its  headquarters  in  the  new  Martmd.de 
barracks.  Soon  afterward  Lieutenant-Colonel  McConihe,  who  had 
been  absent  since  November  on  account  ol  illness  caused  by  the  break- 
ing out  of  an  old  wound  received  at  Shiloh,  returned  to  the  regiment 
and  Colonel  Buel  was  appointed  on  a  military  commission  at  the  Old 
Capitol  prison,  Captain  |erome  IS.  Parmenter  acting  as  judge  advocate 
on  the  same  body.  About  the  same  time  Major  Alden  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  district  of  Georgetown,  remaining  in  that  capacity 
until  the  regiment  left  Washington. 

April  la,  1803,  the  regiment  left  the  capital  for  Suffolk,  Ya.,  for  the 
defense  of  that  place.  It  was  there  assigned  to  the  brigade  commanded 
by  Colonel  Robert  S.  Foster,  of  the  Llth  Indiana  Regiment,  which  was 
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apart  of  the  division  commanded  by  Brigadier-Genera!  Michael  Cor- 
coran. April  :M  General  Corcoran  started  with  3,000  troops,  artillery 
and  infantry,  including'  the  ItiOth  regiment,  to  ascertain  the  position 
and  test  the  strength  of  the  enemy  on  the  Edenton  road.  The  artillery 
opened  upon  the  rebel  forces,  strong  in  numbers  and  firmly  intrenched, 
and  forced  the  enemy's  skirmishers  behind  the  breastworks,  The 
Union  artillery  had  been  at  work  some  time  when  it  was  deemed  best 
to  pass  through  the  woods  in  front  to  a  position  in  sight  of  the  Con- 
federate breastworks.  That  position  was  at  once  occupied  by  three 
pieces  of  artillery  in  Major  Alden's  command,  and  immediately  after- 
ward Colonel  Buel  received  a  bad  wound  in  the  hand,  which  compelled 
him  to  leave  the  held.  An  hour  later  the  position  was  abandoned  and 
the  artillery  was  withdrawn  and  sent  to  support  the  other  forces. 
During  this  brief  engagment  Major  Alden  was  wounded  in  the  left  thigh 
by  a  shell  and  his  horse  was  shot  from  under  him.  One  ol  his  men 
was  also  killed  and  several  wounded.  Colonel  Buel's  wounds  were 
found  to  be  so  severe  that  he  was  sent  to  his  home  in  Troy,  where  he 
remained  for  three  months  before  he  could  return  to  his  command, 
then  stationed  at  Foil}'  Island.  'Flu;  day  following  the  engagement, 
April  25,  Colonel  ).  C.  Drake,  commanding  the  2d  Provisional  Brigade, 
issued  a  special  order  presenting  his  thanks  "to  .the  LOOth  Regiment 
New  York  Volunteers  for  their  good  behav  ior  in  the  action  of  yesterday, 
and  his  sympathy  to  those  who  sustained  injuries." 

About  this  time  General  Robert  li.  Lee  was  making  his  great  march 
into  Pennsylvania-  the  campaign  which  resulted  in  the  awful  battle  ol 
Gettysburg  and  a  victory  for  the  Union.  There  being  no  further 
necessity  for  a  concent  rat  ion  of  troops  about  Suffolk  the  IGWth  Regi- 
ment, with  others,  was  sent  to  II. mover  Court  House  |ulv  I,  under 
command  ol  General  Getty,  An  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to 
destroy  the  bridge  over  the  South  Anna  river  at  that  point,  but  the 
enemy's  force  was  too  strong  to  permit  of  any  protracted  assault. 
That  night  the  regiment,  nearly  exhausted  on  account  of  the  heat,  fell 
back  to  Taylor's  Farm  and  rested,  from  that  point  it  marched  back 
to  Rower's  Hill,  near  Portsmouth,  Ya.,  enduring  main-  hardships  on 
the  way.  The  peninsula,  then  as  now,  was  co\ered  with  luscious 
blackberries,  which  grew  wild  along  the  roadside.  The  men,  tired 
and  hungry,  devoured  the  berries  as  fast  as  they  could  pick  them, 
many  of  them  being  made  sick  by  the  unusual  feast.  The  greatest 
raid  made  during  this  brief  expedition  was  upon  the  blackberries,  and 
from  this  fact  it  has  always  been  known  as  the  "  Blackberry  Raid." 
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August  2  the  regiment  left  Portsmouth  for  Folly  Island,  a  few  miles 
south  of  the  entrance  to  Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C.  The  troops  were 
transported  on  the  steamer  Nelly  Pentz.  The  voyage  was  a  stormy 
one  and  most  of  the  men  were  seasick.  Folly  Island  was  reached  on 
the  evening'  of  August  5  and  the  regiment  proceeded  at  once  to  go  into 
camp  with  the  rest  of  Foster's  brigade,  where  it  remained  for  six 
months,  doing  little  but  routine  camp  duty.  At  the  capture  of  Fort 
Wagner  the  regiment  occupied  the  trenches  near  the  fort  and  shared 
with  honor  in  the  reduction  of  that  stronghold. 

Colonel  Buel  having  recovered  from  his  wounds  and  returned  to  his 
command,  Lieutenant-Colonel  McConihe,  who  had  taken  his  place,  was 
relieved  and  went  back  to  his  old  position.  A  few  days  later  Colonel 
Buel  was  stricken  with  a  fever  and  returned  to  Troy.  Too  feeble  to 
continue  fighting  he  resigned  his  command  February  13,  1S(>4.  In  the 
mean  time  Major  Alden  had  been  assigned  to  command  the  station  at 
Pawnee  Landing  and  Adjutant  Kisselburgh  had  been  detailed  as  aid- 
de-camp  on  the  staff  of  General  Vogdes,  which  position  he  held  until 
he  left  the  service  in  March,  lSii;").  Colonel  Buel  was  by  no  means  the 
only  sufferer  at  Folly  Island.  Many  men  were  stricken  before  Charles- 
ton, but  the  L G 9th  probably  lost  fewer  men  than  any  other  regiment 
stationed  there.  Several  men  died  of  disease,  however,  ami  a  few 
were  killed  and  wounded  during  the  summer.  December  :i0,  18(33, 
Major  Alden  was  relieved  from  his  post  at  Pawnee  Landing  to  take 
command  of  the  regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  McConihe  leaving  that 
day  for  the  north  with  a  recruiting  detail.  Nothing  of  moment  oc- 
curred after  this  until  February  8,  1864,  when  the  regiment  joined  a 
force  ordered  to  make  a  demonstration  towards  the  flunk  and  rear  of 
the  defenses  of  Charleston.  Nearly  two  w  eeks  alter  this,  or  on  Febru- 
ary ',N>,  the  KIDth  started  in  light  inarching  order  with  other  regiments 
to  assist  General  Seymour  at  Jacksonville.  The  regiment  embarked 
on  a  transport,  reaching  Jacksonville  the  next  day,  where  it  assisted  in 
constructing  extensive  earthworks  just  outside  the  city.  After  these 
were  completed  the  regiment  went  into  camp  in  a  beautiful  grove  of 
oaks  on  the  opposite  side  of  a  creek  which  emptied  into  the  St.  John's 
river,  where  it  remained  for  about  a  month. 

April  1  the  pleasures  of  camp  life  were  brought  to  a  sudden  termina- 
tion when  the  regiment  was  ordered  out  to  meet  the  enemy.  Skirmish- 
ing  began  on  the  King's  road  about  two  miles  from  Jacksonville,  but 
as  soon  as  it  was  found  that  tin    enemy  had  a  much  superioiy  force  and 
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were  strongly  fortified  our  troops  returned  to  Jacksonville.  Ten  days 
later  Lieutenant-Colonel  McConihe  returned  to  his  command  with  a 
number  of  recruits,  bringing  also  his  own  commission  as  colonel,  one 
for  Major  Alden  as  lieutenant-colonel  and  one  for  Captain  James  A. 
Colvin  as  major,  all  direct  promotions  caused  by  the  retirement  of 
Colonel  Btiel. 

The  stores  left  behind  on  Folly  Island  anil  sent  on  by  the  steamer 
Maple  Leaf  were  all  lost  when  that  vessel  was  sunk  by  a  torpedo  in 
the  St.  John's  river  and  it  was  necessary  at  this  time  to  equip  the  regi- 
ment again.  As  soon  as  this  had  been  done  the  LC9th  left  Jacksonville 
April  20  for  Fortress  Monroe,  where  it  arrived  six  days  later.  In  the 
evening  it  disembarked  at  Gloucester  Point  and  joined  the  forces  under 
command  of  General  Butler.  Ma)'  1  a  portion  of  the  troops,  the  109th 
included,  quietly  sailed  for  Bermuda  Hundred,  thence  marched  seven 
miles  towards  Petersburgh,  where  they  constructed  rifle  pits  at  Foster's 
Plantation.  A  short  time  later  movements  were  begun  against  the 
rebel  lines  of  communication  between  Richmond  and  Petersburgh. 
May  7  there  was  a  brisk  action  with  the  enemy,  in  which  the  IG9th 
lost  a  few  men.  Three  days  later  the  regiment,  supporting  two  pieces 
of  the  1st  Xew  Jersey  Battery,  engaged  the  rebel  troops  between  Rich- 
mond and  Petersburgh,  the  13th  Indiana  holding  a  position  on  their 
left.  The  rebels  soon  massed  for  action  and  firing  began  by  both  bat- 
teries and  the  infantry.  An  attempt  was  made  to  break  the  centre  of 
the  109th,  the  rebels  attacking  in  a  force  vastly  superior  to  our  regi- 
ment. A  Hanking  movement  was  also  tried  on  the  right  of  the  IG9th; 
but  was  repulsed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Alden  in  a  hot  engagement. 
Rebel  reinforcements  were  then  thrown  forward,  overlapping  the  right 
wing  of  the  regiment,  and  our  men  found  themselves  lighting  a  force 
superior  to  themselves.  Shortly  alter  this  a  part  of  Company  A  were 
captured  and  it  was  necessary  to  order  a  retreat.  The  men  continued 
firing  as  they  retreated,  doing  good  work  and  maintaining  the  best  of 
discipline,  though  the}'  saw  at  once  that  they  were  overpowered.  The 
rebels  captured  one  field  piece  and  our  men  continued  to  retreat;  but 
soon  reinforcements  came  up  and  all  returned  to  the  charge,  recaptur- 
ing the  gun  and  gaining  a  material  advantage  over  the  enemy.  Colo- 
nel McConihe  had  a  horse  shot  under  him  and  several  wounded  men 
were  burned  to  death  in  the  underbrush,  which  caught  fire  during  the 
fight.  After  continuing  the  action  some  time  tiring  ceased,  neither 
side  being  able  to  claim  a  victor}'.  v 
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May  14  about  a  thousand  men,  including  the  109th,  in  command  of 
Brigadier-General  Ames,  was  dispatched  to  the  left  flank  of  the  army, 
then  operating  against  Drury's  bluff  on  the  James  river.  The  follow- 
ing day  most  of  the  command  were  sent  to  join  the  forces  operating 
against  Fort  Darling,  the  160th  remaining.  On  the  morning  of  the 
10th  word  was  received  that  the  rebels  were  close  at  hand.  Firing  soon 
began,  Sanger's  Battery,  situated  in  the  rear  of  the  160th,  opening  the 
battle  for  the  Union  forces.  This  was  quickly  returned  by  the  other 
side  and  a  sharp  fight  was  inaugurated  at  once,  in  which  Lieutenant  \V. 
S.  Bird  sail  was  killed.  But  here,  too,  it  was  soon  found  that  the  rebels 
outnumbered  our  force  and  the  Union  outpost  retired  slowly.  Soon 
the  entire  regiment  fell  back,  crossed  a  ravine  and  halted  on  its  crest, 
when  reinforcements  arrived.  Our  forces  then  advanced  to  their 
former  position,  where  they  drove  the  rebel  line  back  to  the  railroad. 
In  this  action  the  160th  lost  in  hilled,  wounded  and  missing,  officers 
and  men.  Again,  in  the  three  rebel  attacks  upon  the  Bermuda  Hun- 
dred front,  which  occurred  May  18,  20  and  '12,  the  160th  lost  -.'7  more 
men,  but  the  rebels  were  repulsed  in  every  attack. 

The  next  important  move  of  the  regiment  occurred  May  ;l7  when, 
with  the  rest  of  the  3rd  Brigade,  it  embarked  for  West  Point,  whence  it 
marched  to  White  Mouse,  Va.,  reaching  there  May  30.  It  had  been 
ordered  there  to  support  General  Grant  and  w  as  at  once  assigned  to  the 
3rd  I  hvision  of  the  1  sth  Corps,  commanded  by  ( leneral  Charles  I  )evens. 
Cold  Harbor  was  reached  about  r>  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  Ma)1  :>l 
and  before  there  was  any  time  to  rest,  which  the  troops  sorely  needed, 
having  been  on  a  hard  inarch,  they  were  ordered  to  attack  a  wooded 
height  crowned  with  a  strong  rebel  rifle  pit  Hanked  and  supported  b\ 
equ.dlv  strong  h. tileries  In  response  to  ihe  order  to  "double-quick, 
inarch,"  the  16iHh,  with  its  division,  sprang  forward  with  a  cheer. 
They  had  to  cross  a  level  open  field  half  a  mile  wide,  during  which 
they  were  subjeted  to  a  terrible  lire  of  shot  and  shell,  grape  and  canis- 
ter; but  they  never  (altered.  Men  fell  by  the  dozen  but  their  comrades 
stayed  not.  When  the  foot  of  the  hill  was  reached  and  while  the  ranks 
were  being  closed  up  preparatory  to  the  final  grand  charge  the  slaugh- 
ter was  terrible.  Colonel  McConihe,  one  moment  full  of  life,  cheering 
his  men  to  press  forward,  fell  with  a  bullet  through  his  heart,  ami  Colo- 
nel Crake,  in  command  of  the  brigade,  received  a  mortal  wound. 
Privates  and  other  officers  fell  by  the  score  under  the  deluge  of  leaden 
hail.     Still  undaunted  the  regiment,  under  the  encouraging  shouts  of 
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Lieutenant-Colonel  Alclen,  whohad  assumed  command,  rapidly  ascended 
the  hill  and  mounted  the  intrenchments,  driving  the  enemy  wildly  be- 
fore them.  At  tins  point  Captain  Allen  was  shot  through  the  arm  and 
compelled  to  retire;  and  the  gallant  Lieutenant  Colonel  Alden  was 
badly  wounded  in  the  head  when,  seizing  the  regimental  color  from  its 
bearer,  who  had  fallen,  he  mounted  the  parapet  and  planted  the  stall 
in  tlie  fortifications  which  had  been  so  hardly  won.  It  was  first  thought 
his  wound  was  mortal,  but  lie  recovered.  The  regiment  was  a  heavy 
loser  in  this  awful  charge,  I O.'J  officers  and  men  having  shed  their  Mood 
for  the  victory — one  of  the  most  brilliant  of  its  class  in  the  history  of 
the  war.  The  troops  held  the  ground  the)'  had  taken.  A  number  of 
prisoners  were  captured  by  the  [()!)th,  and  with  them  some  of  the  knap- 
sacks bearing  the  mark  of  Company  F,  KiOth  Regiment,  which  had 
been  lost  on  the  day  of  the  battle  at  Dairy's  Bluff. 

For  several  days  the  regiment  remained  at  Cold  Harbor.  June  l.'i 
it  marched  with  the  IStli  Corps  to  White  House  to  help  carry  out 
General  Grant's  plan  of  operation.  The  advance  on  Petersburg!)  was 
made  fune  15,  line  of  battle  having  been  formed  on  Petersburg!] 
Heights.  Just  after  sundown  the  order  to  charge  was  given  and  the 
line  swept  forward  with  a  rush.  The  rebels  behind  the  fortifications 
made  a  sharp,  but  short  and  useless  resistance,  and  almost  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye  the  rifle  pits  and  earthworks  were  captured,  with 
several  pieces  of  artillery.  The  loss  to  the  LfiOth  was  very  small.  Im- 
mediately after  the  charge  the  rebel  rifle  pit  was  reversed  in  front  of 
its  position  and  preparations  were  made  to  capture  Petersburg]!  itself. 

General  Lee,  at  Richmond,  had  been  informed  at  once  of  the  result 
of  the  action  in  trout  ol  Petersburgh  and  he  made  rapid  preparations 
to  avert  the  catastrophe  which  he  realized  was  impending.  All  that 
night  the  rattling  and  rumbling' of  trains  and  the  screeching  of  loco- 
motive whistles  told  our  men  that  the  gallant  commander-in-chief  of 
the  Confederate  arm)-  was  hurrying  his  troops  to  Petersburgh.  The 
next  morning  found  bee  in  front  in  full  force  and  the  long  siege  of 
Petersburgh  began.  The  history  of  that  siege  is  well  know  n.  General 
Grant  had  changed  hits  base  to  the  |ames  River  with  a  view  to  the  cap- 
ture of  Petersburgh  and  the  conquest  of  Richmond  from  the  southeast. 
General  Butler  had  already  moved  with  his  strong  division  from  For- 
tress Monroe,  and  May  5  had  taken  Bermuda  Hundred  and  City  Point 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Appomattox.  Advancing  against  Petersburgh  he 
was  met  on  the  Kith  by  the  Corps  of  Genera]  Beauregard  andvdriven 
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back  to  his  position  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  where  he  was  obliged  to  in- 
trench himself  and  act  on  the  defensive.  Here,  on  June  15,  he  was 
joined  by  General  Grant's  whole  army,  and  the  combined  forces,  as  has 
been  told,  moved  against  Petersburgh. 

Before  Petersburgh  righting  was  of  frequent  occurrence,  generally 
consequent  upon  an  attempt  of  the  Union  forces  to  change  their  posi- 
tion. June  30,  during  a  demonstration  for  the  purpose  of  diverting  the 
attention  of  the  Confederates  from  the  main  attack,  the  100th  was 
ordered  forward  and  while  attempting  to  change  its  position  it  was  met 
by  the  most  deadly  fire  it  had  encountered  during  the  whole  war.  The 
men  fell  like  grass  before  a  summer  hurricane.  The  foe  was  close  and 
a  wholesale  slaughter  was  inevitable  from  the  moment  the  men  left 
their  trenches.  After  standing  the  deadly  Fire  a  few  moments  the  men 
fell  back  to  their  old  position — what  there  were  left  of  them — and 
awaited  further  orders.  Fortunately  for  the  little  handful  left  they 
were  not  ordered  to  expose  themselves  in  this  manner  again.  Only 
L50  men  were  available  when  this  last  move  was  made,  and  in  the  few 
minutes  that  the  men  were  outside  their  protecting  trenches  the  regi- 
ment lost  of  this  number  74  killed  and  wounded — one  half  of  the  entire 
fighting  force  of  the  regiment! 

During  the  following  month  the  regiment  remained  in  the  trenches, 
losing  an  average  of  three  men  every  day,  though  its  efficiency  was 
fairly  well  maintained  by  the  return  of  some  of  the  soldiers  who  had 
been  in  the  hospitals.  Jul)'  lit)  it  again  went  into  action  in  one  of  the 
most  thrilling  battles  of  the  campaign — the  dashing  charge  which  fol- 
lowed the  explosion  of  a  mine  under  one  of  the  forts  in  front  of 
Cemeterv  Hill.  This  daring  attack  was  planned  to  be  made  early  on 
live  morning  ol  ]ulv  [)().  The  night  previous  the  regiment  was  or- 
dered to  the  rear,  ami  the  next  morning  was  sent  forward  to  the  rear 
of  the  works  fronting  the  mine.  The  rebels,  unconscious  of  the  awful 
fate  that  was  to  overtake  them,  began  their  usual  duties.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  IGOth  were  ordered  to  lie  down  behind  their  works  and 
remain  quiet  until  they  received  orders,  no  matter  what  might  happen. 
Our  siege  batteries  were  fully  manned  and  loaded  and  the  men  ready 
for  instant  action.  Suddenly  there  was  a  great  roar  and  a  violent 
earthquake,  and  the  rebel  fort  with  all  its  contents,  which  a  moment 
before  had  stood  so  trim  and  defiant,  was  thrown  hig'h  in  the  air  as 
from  the  crater  of  some  volcano.  Hardly  had  the  debris,  with  the 
human  victims,  settled  back  to  earth,  when  the  Union  batteries  opened 
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upon  the  enemy  with  a  cannonading  such  as  is  seldom  heard,  .even  in 
the  thickest  of  war.  As  the  whole  line  of  our  artillery  sent  forth  the 
first  awful  challenge  our  troops  sprang  to  the  front  with  loud  cheers 
and  the  carnage  was  increased  two-fold.  But  surprised  as  they  had 
been  the  brave  Confederates  were  already  in  action  in  response  to  the 
grim  invitation  of  our  guns  and  the  battle  now  so  prominent  in  history 
was  under  way  in  all  its  fury,  with  a  suddenness  that  can  hardly  be 
comprehended  except  by  those  who  participated  in  the  dreadful  event. 
The  169th  regiment  was  brought  almost  immediately  to  the  head  of 
General  Turner's  division.  At  the  word  of  command  the  brave  men 
dashed  over  the  breastworks  and  crossed  the  space  between  the  two 
lines.  The  rebel  defenses  were  easily  reached,  but  the  masses  of  men 
in  front  who  had  charged  and  occupied  the  inside  of  the  enemy's  rifle 
pits  prevented  further  progress.  The  regiment  succeeded  in  holding 
its  position,  though  the  charge  as  a  whole  was  not  successful,  the  Con- 
federates finally  regaining  their  defenses.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  in 
this  engagement  was  twenty-three  men,  including  Captain  Vaughn  of 
Company  F,  who  was  killed. 

Two  days  after  the  unsuccessful  assault  upon  Cemetery  Hill,  August 
1,  L864,  the  regiment  returned  to  Bermuda  Hundred.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Alden,  having  recovered  from  the  injuries  he  received  at  Cold 
Harbor,  once  more  assumed  command.  At  this  time  General  Butler 
was  busily  engaged  in  digging  Dutch  Gap,  the  historic  canal  which  cut 
off  a  long  bend  in  the  James  river  about  half  way,  by  the  water  course, 
between  Bermuda  Hundred  and  Richmond,  and  by  means  of  which 
it  was  hoped  the  Union  gunboats  would  be  able  to  pass  up  the  river  to 
Richmond  and  evade  the  Strong  rebel  batteries  located  at  the  sharp 
turn  in  the  river  a  few  miles  to  the  south.  August  It)  the  regiment 
was  assigned  to  duty  at  this  point  to  defend  the  parties  engaged  in 
cutting  the  canal.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  regiment, 
which  was  encamped  on  the  plateau  beside  the  gap,  was  attacked  by 
rebel  gunboats  and  batteries,  and  in  the  action  which  instantly  fol- 
lowed the  169th  lost  twenty-two  men.  Lieutenant  Crippen  was  killed, 
Assistant  .Surgeon  Mandeville  was  badly  wounded  and  Lieutenant 
Swartwout  had  his  left  arm  shot  off.  The  rebels  were  repulsed  and 
the  work  was  continued  with  slight  delay.  August  20  the  regiment 
returned  to  Bermuda  Hundred  and  thence,  five  days  later,  left  for 
Petersburgh,  where  it  assisted  in  l lie  siege  until  September  28^ 

Soon  after  the  regiment  arrived,  at  Petersburgh  Lieutenant-Colonel 
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upon  the  enemy  with  a  cannonading  such  as  is  seldom  heard,  even  in 
the  thickest  of  war.  As  the  whole  line  of  our  artillery  sent  forth  the 
first  awful  challenge  our  troops  sprang  to  the  front  with  loud  cheers 
and  the  carnage  was  increased  two-fold.  But  surprised  as  they  had 
been  the  brave  Confederates  were  already  in  action  in  response  to  the 
grim  invitation  of  our  guns  and  the  battle  now  so  prominent  in  history 
was  under  way  in  all  its  fury,  with  a  suddenness  that  can  hardly  be 
comprehended  except  by  those  who  participated  in  the  dreadful  event. 
The  1 69th  regiment  was  brought  almost  immediately  to  the  head  of 
General  Turner's  division.  At  the  word  of  command  the  brave  men 
dashed  over  the  breastworks  and  crossed  the  space  between  the  two 
lines.  The  rebel  defenses  were  easily  reached,  but  the  masses  of  men 
in  front  who  had  charged  and  occupied  the  inside  of  the  enemy's  rille 
pits  prevented  further  progress.  The  regiment  succeeded  in  holding 
its  position,  though  the  charge  as  a  whole  was  not  successful,  the  Con- 
federates finally  regaining  their  defenses.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  in 
this  engagement  was  twenty-three  men,  including  Captain  Vaughn  of 
Company  F,  who  was  killed. 

Two  days  after  the  unsuccessful  assault  upon  Cemetery  Hill,  August 
1,  L864,  the  regiment  returned  to  Bermuda  Hundred.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Alden,  having  recovered  from  the  injuries  he  received  at  Cold 
Harbor,  once  more  assumed  command.  At  this  time  General  Butler 
was  busily  engaged  in  digging  Dutch  Gap,  the  historic  canal  which  cut 
off  a  long  bend  in  the  James  river  about  half  way,  by  the  water  course, 
between  Bermuda  Hundred  and  Richmond,  and  by  means  of  which 
it  was  hoped  the  Union  gunboats  would  be  able  to  pass  up  the  river  to 
Richmond  and  evade  the  strong  rebel  batteries  located  at  the  sharp 
turn  iu  the  river  a  few  miles  to  the  .south.  August  10  the  regiment 
was  assigned  to  duty  at  this  point  to  defend  the  parties  engaged  in 
cutting  the  canal.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  regiment, 
which  was  encamped  on  the  plateau  beside  the  gap,  was  attacked  by 
rebel  gunboats  and  batteries,  and  in  the  action  which  instantly  fol- 
lowed the  1 G 9th  lost  twenty-two  men.  Lieutenant  Crippen  was  killed, 
Assistant  Surgeon  Mandeville  was  badly  wounded  and  Lieutenant 
Swartwout  had  his  left  arm  shot  off.  The  rebels  were  repulsed  and 
the  work  was  continued  with  slight  delay.  August  20  the  regiment 
returned  to  Bermuda  Elundred  and  thence,  five  days  later,  left  for 
Petersburgh,  where  it  assisted  in  the  siege  until  September  28. 

Soon  after  the  regiment  arrived  at  Petersburgh  Lieutenant-Colonel 
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Akien  was  sent  to  Troy  for  a  detail  of  draftedmen,  with  whom  he  returned 
October  1,  rejoining"  the  109th  at  Chapin's  Farm.  At  this  point  an  im- 
portant battle  was  f ought,  and  the  famous  assault  on  Fort  Gilmer  was 
made  September  29.  The  vigorous  assault  made  on  this  occasion  by 
the  Troy  regiment  was  tot;  much  for  the  body  of  Confederates  attacked, 
and  the  latter  were  compelled  to  (lee  to  their  intrenehments  for  pro- 
tection. Immediately  after  this  bold  charge  the  troops  were  reorganized 
and  without  wasting  a  moment  made  the  attack  upon  Fort  Gilmer,  one 
of  the  defenses  of  the  Confederate  capital.  It  was  a  risky  thing  to  do, 
considering  the  disparity  in  the  forces,  and  after  a  gallant  charge  the 
brigade  was  compelled  to  fall  back,  being  subjected  all  the  time  to  a 
heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  guns.  The  l.G9th  lost  30  men  all  told,  in- 
cluding the  brave  Captain  Henry  Mulhall,  who  was  severely  wounded 
by  a  canister  shot  which  passed  through  his  thigh.  After  the  retreat 
the  regiment  constructed  a  formidable  line  of  breastworks.  At  this 
time  a  few  changes  were  made  among  the  officers  of  the  regiment. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Alden  was  mustered  in  as  colonel,  Major  Colvin 
was  promoted  to  succeed  him  as  lieutenant-colonel,  and  Captain  J.  11. 
Allen  was  promoted  to  succeed  Major  Colvin,  Nothing  of  importance 
occurred  alter  this  until  October  8,  when  the  enemy  made  a  charge  on 
the  right.  They  were  repulsed  with  no  fatalities  to  the  L09th  Regi- 
ment. 

After  the  light  at  Chapin's  Farm  and  the  charge  on  Fort  Gilmer  the 
regiment  had  a  long  time  with  little  to  do  but  recuperate  from  the  try- 
ing campaign  of  the  summer.  After  two  months  of  comparative  rest 
it  started  December  S,  1804,  under  command  of  General  Butler,  on  the 
famous  expedition  against  Fort  Fisher,  N".  C.  Hampton  Roads  was 
readied  by  steamer,  where  the  troops  were  transferred  and  carried  by 
another  steamer  to  a  point  about  25  miles  from  the  objective  point  of 
the  expedition.  The  first  attack,  by  both  land  and  naval  forces,  which 
continued  through  the  24th  and  25th  of  the  month,  was  unsuccessful, 
though  the  1.09th  captured  200  of  the  enemy.  General  Butler  believing 
that  the  fort  could  not  be  carried  by  storm,  orders  were  given  to  re- 
turn to  Chapin's  Farm.  January  'A,  having  remained  at  the  latter  place 
three  days,  during  which  the  attacking  force  was  increased  by  troops 
under  command  of  Genera]  A.  H.  Terry,  all  were  ordered  to  return  to 
Fort  Fisher.  The  entire  body  of  troops,  under  command  of  General 
Ames,  arrived  on  the  L3th  and  landed  about  four  miles  north  of  the 
fort, 


ANOTHER  REVERSE  TO  THE  169m 


At  three  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  the  grand  charge  against 
the  fort  was  made  by  the  2d  Division,  in  which  the  100th  Regiment 
was  stationed.  Colonel  Alden  having  been  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  3d  Brigade, which  formed  a  part  of  the  division,  the  regiment 
was  commanded  on  this  occasion  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Colvin.  Once 
inside  the  men  fought  their  way  inch  by  inch,  the  enemy  offering  a 
stubborn  resistance.  One  gun  platform  al  ter  another  was  captured, 
the  Union  forces  gradually  but  surely  winning  at  every  turn.  Soon 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Colvin  discovered  a  white  cloth  waving  from  the 
entrance  to  one  of  the  subways  under  the  platforms  and  traverses. 
Thereupon  filing  was  ceased  and  L70  prisoners  were  taken  in  charge 
by  a  squad  of  the  regiment.  But  after  this  small  capture  lighting  was 
continued  until  10.30  i>.  m.,  when  the  entire  rebel  force  began  to  flee 
from  the  fort.  The  loss  to  the  L 09th  in  this  assault  was  about  50 killed 
and  wounded,  including  Lieutenant  Ryan,  who  was  killed,  and  Ma- 
jor Allen,  wounded. 

This  victory  was  followed  by  a  great  catastrophe  to  the  regiment. 
Having  been  ordered  with  its  brigade  to  take  charge  of  the  fort,  it  had 
bivouacked  about  six  rods  from  the  large  magazine  therein.  Early  on 
the  morning  of  the  next  day,  the  lGth,  this  magazine  exploded  with 
terrific  force,  killing  Captain  Ferguson  and  Lieutenants  Cipperly  and 
McGregor,  wounding  Colonel  Alden  and  killing  and  injuring  about 
eighty  other  men.  Colonel  Alden  was  found  under  heavy  timbers  and 
sand  and  at  first  was  supposed  to  be  dead,  but  finally  rallied,  though 
for  six  weeks  afterward  he  remained  totally  unconscious.  This  was 
one  of  the  worst  blows  the  regiment  received  din  ing  the  entire  war. 

The  next  movement  of  the  regiment  was  directed  upon  Fort  Ander- 
son. The  regiment  remained  in  Fort  Fisher  until  February  II,  one 
week  later  crossing  Cape  Fear  river  in  company  with  other  troops, 
capturing  Fort  Anderson  with  a  large  quantity  ol  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion. It  next  advanced  on  Wilmington,  N.  C,  occupying  that  place 
February  22.  Two  days  later  it  marched  to  North  Fast  and  took 
charge  of  about  15,000  exchanged  prisoner's,  retaining  custody  of  them 
until  March  1,  when  it  returned  to  Wilmington.  During  this  time, 
since  the  capitulation  of  Fort  Fisher,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Colvin  had 
been  in  command  of  the  2nd  Brigade  of  the  division  and  Captain  James 
11.  Dunn  had  had  charge  of  the  regiment.  March  1 1!  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Colvin  resumed  his  old  command.  April  II  the  regiment  joined 
its  old  division  under  General  Terry  at  Faison's  Station.    From  there 
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it  marched  to  Bentonville,  where  on  the  12th  news  was  received  of  the 
surrender  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee  to  General  Ulysses  S.  Grant.  All 
knew  that  this  practically  ended  the  war,  and  the  rejoicing  in  camp 
over  the  victory  was  of  a  character  that  defies  description. 

The  details  of  the  operations  and  movements  of  the  169th  from  this 
time  on  are  of  little  interest.  A  few  days  later  Colonel  Alden,  still  in 
a  feeble  condition  as  a  result  of  the  terrible  injuries  he  had  received  in 
the  magazine  explosion  in  Fort  Fisher,  returned  to  his  regiment,  acted 
as  president  of  a  court-martial  and  military  commission  and  took 
charge  of  brigade  and  post  of  Raleigh.  Upon  recommendation  of  Gen- 
eral Terry  and  in  recognition  of  his  faithful  services  at  Cold  Harbor 
and  Fort  Fisher,  he  had  been  commissioned  brevet  brigadier-general. 
Peace  soon  being  declared  orders  were  received  July  6  mustering  out 
the  169th  Regiment,  which  was  accomplished  July  lit,  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  term  of  service  would  expire  on  the  day  of  final  pay- 
ment in  Albany.  Before  leaving  camp  orders  were  received  from 
Brigadier-General  J.  S.  Littell,  of  the  2d  Division,  10th  Corps,  and 
from  Brigadier-General  Alonzo  Alden,  commanding  the  3cl  Brigade  of 
that  division,  paying  the  highest  compliments  to  the  officers  and 
privates  of  the  regiment  for  their  gallant  conduct  during  their  t tying 
service  of  three  years.  In  Brigadier-General  Littell 's  orders  attention 
was  called  to  the  fact  that  the  regiment  had  participated  in  twenty- 
eight  battles,  "and  on  every  occasion  your  conduct  lias  been  not  only 
unimpeachable,  but  such  as  to  secure  complimentary  notice  from  your 
commanding  generals." 

July  20,  1865,  the  regiment  started  for  home,  arriving  in  Troy  early 
on  the  morning  of  the  \'lth,  where  an  immense  throng  waited  to  wel- 
come it.  After  a  brief  parade,  in  which  the  most  intense  enthusiasm 
reigned,  a  formal  reception  of  the  regiment  occurred  at  Washington 
Square.  After  an  invocation  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Baldwin,  Alderman 
Smart  introduced  the  Hon.  John  A.  Griswold,  who  in  an  eloquent  ad- 
dress told  in  brief  the  story  of  the  regiment's  career  since  the  organ- 
ization and  gave  it  a  renewed  welcome.  William  A.  Merriam,  formerly 
a  lieutenant  in  the  regiment,  also  made  an  address,  after  which  the 
men  marched  to  Harmony  hall,  where  luncheon  was  served.  In  the 
evening  the  command  marched  to  the  barracks  live  miles  away  and 
remained  there  until  the  men  were  paid  off  August  )i  and  were  allowed 
to  return  to  private  life. 

The  twenty-eight  engagements  in  which  the  169th  participated  dur- 
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ing  its  service  of  nearly  three  years  were  as  follows :  Edenton  Road, 
Carrsville,  Black  water  Ford,  Zuni,  Providence  Church,  Nansemond, 
Hanover  junction,  Fort  Sumter,  Fort  Wagner,  R'antoul  Bridge,  Siege 
of  Charleston,  Cedar  Creek,  Walthall  junction,  Chester  Station, 
Dairy's  Bluff,  Matcher's  Run,  Foster's  Plantation  No.  1,  Foster's 
Plantation  No.  2,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg]!  Heights  June  15,  Peters- 
burgh  June  30;  Petersburg!]  Mine  July  30,  siege  of  Petersburg!), 
Dutch  Gap,  Deep  Bottom,  Malvern  Hill,  Chapin's  Farm,  Fort  Gil- 
mer,  Darbytown  Road,  Siege  of  Richmond,  Fort  Fisher  No.  1,  Fort 
Fisher  No.  2,  Wilmington,  North  East  and  Raleigh.  In  his  last  gen- 
eral orders  Genera]  Alden  made  the  following  official  statement: 

October  (>,  1802,  this  regiment  was  organized  with  an  aggregate  of  915  officers  and 
men,  since  which  time  it  has  gained,  by  recruits,  transfers  and  otherwise,  an  aggre- 
gate of  953,  making  1,808  officers  and  men  connected  with  it  since  its  organization  ; 
and  the  regiment  has  lost  by  casualties  in  battle,  disease,  etc.,  963  officers  and  men. 
Since  its  organization  there  have  been  connected  w  ith  the  regiment.87  commissioned 
officers.  Because  of  resignations,  casualties  in  battle  and  other  causes,  52  officers 
have  been  dropped  from  the  roll. 

The  Onk  Hund'heo  and  Twkn.ty-hktii  Rioimknt. 

A  history  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty  fifth  regiment,  New 
York  Volunteers,  would  almost  necessitate  the  compilation  of  the  en- 
tire record  of  the  war,  as  that  regiment  participated  in  nearly  all  the 
great  battles  that  contribute  to  make  up  that  most  memorable  conflict 
of  modern  times.  The  regiment  was  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  August  27,  1802,  and  left  Troy  under  command  of  Colonel 
George  Lamb  Will. ml,  on  the  30th  of  the  same  month,  for  New  York. 
From  New  York  it  went  to  Maftinsburg,  Ya.,  arriving  September 
The  regiment  had  1,255  men  all  told.  Altera  brief  stay  it  left  Mar- 
tinsburg  and  went  to  Harper's  Ferry,  where  it  arrived  September  L2. 
Here  the  members  of  the  regiment  had  their  first  engagement  and 
upon  the  surrender  of  the  Union  forces  were  taken  prisoners  of  war  on 
September  15.  On  the  I (5th  of  the  same  month  the}'  took  up  the  line 
of  march  for  Cam])  Parole  at  Annapolis,  Md.  They  left  there  Septem- 
ber 20  for  Camp  Douglass  at  Chicago,  where  they  remained  until  No- 
vember 28,  when  the)'  were  exchanged.  They  left  for  Washington 
and  soon  were  again  on  the  march  to  the  front,  arriving  at  Union  Mills 
December  )5.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  the  regiment  marched 
to  Wolf  Run  Shoals.     Here  a  battery  of  artillery  and  a  company  of 
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cavalry  were  placed  in  command  of  Col.  Willard.  Rumors  were  rife 
that  the  enemy  was  at  hand  but  the  report  proved  groundless.  The 
men  had  a  rough  time,  being  compelled  to  pitch  their  tents  in  the 
snow. 

December  1  ]  the  regiment  was  again  on  the  move,  this  time  with 
Woodyard  Ford  as  the  objective  point.  The  regiment  remained  there 
four  days,  and  on  the  15th  marched  to  Union  Mills.  It  reached  there 
at  night,  and  owing  to  the  non-arrival  of  the  tents  was  obliged  to  camp 
on  the  ground  during  the  prevalence  of  a  heavy  snowstorm.  January 
23,  1803,  the  regiment  was  transferred  to  Fairfax  Court  House,  Va. 
February  1  orders  were  received  to  proceed  to  Centreville,  Va.,  where 
the  men  arrived  the  same  day  and  remained  until  June  23. 

June  24  the  command  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Gum  Springs, 
where  the  Se  :ond  army  corps,  Gen.  Winfield  S.  Hancock  commanding, 
was  joined.  The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  was  in  the  Third 
division,  commanded  by  Brig.-Gen.  Alexander  Hayes.  Col.  Willard 
commanded  the  brigade.  On  the  26th  of  June  the  125th  crossed 
the  Potomac  at  Edward's  ferry  and  went  into  cam]')  the  next 
morning.  From  there  the  command  went  a  distance  of  thirty-three 
miles  to  Uniontown,  Aid.,  and  the  next  day  to  Gettysburg,  arriving 
there  Julv  1.  Th.it  morning  the  rebel  army  was  in  the  vicinity  of 
Gettysburg  The  |25th  participated  in  the  memorable  three  days  en- 
gagement. ( >n  the  eveningof  July  2  there  was  tierce  fighting' in  Devil's 
Run,  below  Round  Top,  and  the  125th  was  ordered  to  fa.ll  in  to  the 
support  of  its  corps.  In  company  with  the  1  11th  and  126th  New  York 
regiments  they  repulsed  the  rebels  under  General  Longstreet,  who 
withdrew  to  Peach  Orchard.  During  this  brief  engagement  Col. 
Willard,  the  idolized  commander  of  the  regiment,  was  struck  by  a 
shell  and  instantly  killed.  On  the  third  day  the  L25th  formed  part  of 
the  Third  brigade  of  the  Second  corps,  which  repulsed  Pickett's  famous 
charge. 

July  IS  the  regiment  crossed  the  Potomac  to  Harper's  Ferry,  passed 
up  Loudon  Valley  to  Manassas  Gap,  from  there  through  Warrenton, 
and  arrived  at  Elkton  July  3.1.  Here  they  supported  Gen.  Kilpatrick  in 
his  expedition  on  the  lower  Rappahannock  and  returned  to  camp  Sep- 
tember  10.  On  the  14th  they  again  crossed  the  Rappahannock  and 
assisted  in  several  engagements  around  Culpepper,  in  which  the  enemy 
was  driven  across  the  Rapidan  The  regiment  crossed  the  Rappahan- 
nock October  10,  skirmished  ;.t  Auburn   Hills,  October  14,  and  fought 
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at  the  battle  of  Bristow  Station.  During"  this  engagement  the  125th 
captured  a  battery  of  live  guns. 

The  command  left  Bristow  on  the  night  of  the  L4th  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  skirmished  at  Blackburn's  Ford.  November  7  they  assisted 
in  routing  the  enemy  at  Rappahannock.  On  the  20th  they  crossed  the 
Rappahannock  at  Germania  Ford,  and  on  the  27th  and  28th  skirmished 
near  Robinson's  tavern.  November  29  and  30  and  December  1,  they 
were  engaged  in  skirmishing  at  Mine  Run  and  December  2  they  turned 
to  the  north  side  of  the  Rapidan.  December  7  they  went  into  winter 
quarters  near  Martinsburg. 

On  the  morning  of  February  6,  18f>4,  the  regiment  marched  to  Mar- 
tin's Ford  on  the  Rapidan  at  which  place  they  led  the  charge  across  the 
river,  waist  dee])  under  lire.  On  landing  they  deployed  two  officers 
and  twenty-five  men  as  a  skirmish  line  and  advanced  under  heavy  fire 
until  within  sixty  rods  of  the  breastworks.  They  were  then  ordered  to 
fall  back  to  the  brow  of  a  hill  and  await  reinforcements.  None  came, 
and  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  they  were  ordered  to  retreat.  Under  a  heavy 
fire  they  recrossed  the  river  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  They  then 
camped  near  Stevensburg  and  remained  there  until  March  150,  1804. 

After  that  the  regiment  participated  in  the  following  engagements: 
Chancellorsville,  May  1  to.""),  18G3;  Spottsylvania,  May  8  to  21 ;  North 
Anna,  July  23;  Cold  Harbor,  May  31  to  June  12;  Petersburgh,  June 
10,  1S04,  to  April  lo,  18(15:  Ream's  Station,  June. 22,  29  and  August 
25  1  8<i4  ;  Hatcher's  Run,  March  31,  1S05;  Appomattox  Court  house, 
April  9,  1805.  being  the  occasion  of  General  Lee's  surrender.  During 
its  term  of  service  the  regiment  lost  in  killed  26;  wounded  10  1;  miss- 
ing '.i. 

The  survivors  of  the  L25th,  I  I  1th  and  120th  regiments  have  a  monu- 
ment at  Gettysburg,  on  one  of  the  tablets  ol  which  is  the  following  in- 
scription : 

One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  New  York  Infantry,  Third  brigade,  Third  division, 
Second  corps.  Recruited  in  Rensselaer  county,  New  York.  Mustered  in  at  Troy, 
N.Y.,  August  27,  18(12.  Engaged  in  twenty-three  battles.  Mustered  out  at  Albany, 
N.Y.,  June  5,  ls(jr>. 

As  first  organized  the  regiment  comprised  the  following  officers : 

Field  aud  Staff. — Colonel  George  Lamb  Willard,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Levin  Cran- 
dell,  Major  James  C.  Bush,  Adjutant  Elias  P.  Sheldon,  Quartermaster  L. 
Chandler  Ball,  Chaplain  Joseph  L.  Barlow,  Surgeon  W.  S.  Cooper.,  Assistant  Sur- 
geons H.  E.  Benedict,  Washington  Akin. 
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Company  A. — Captain  1).  E.  Cornell,  First  Lieutenant  E.  A.  Hartshorn,  Second 
Lieutenant  W.  H.  Hakes. 

Company  B. — Captain  A.  B.  Myer,  First  Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Taylor,  Second 
Lieutenant  John  Ouay. 

Company  C. — Captain  F.  S.  Esmond,  First  Lieutenant  W,  H.  Plumb,  jr.,  Second 
Lieutenant  David  Comeskey. 

Company  D.  —  Captain  S.  C.  Armstrong,  First  Lieutenant  T.  F.  Sheldon,  Second 
Lieutenant  I'.  Carden. 

Company  E. — Captain  William  Dimond,  First  Lieutenant  Calvin  Bush,  Second 
Lieutenant  Egbert  Jolls 

Company  F. — Captain  Nelson  Peufield,  First  Lieutenant  Frank  Chamberlain,  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant  W.  D.  Taylor. 

Company  G. — Captain  George  E.  Lemon,  First  Lieutenant  W.  K.  Newcomb, 
Second  Lieutenant  L.  II.  Stevens. 

Company  TI. — Captain  Ephraim  Wood,  First  Lieutenant  Joseph  Hyde,  Second 
Lieutenant  I).  Magadorn. 

Company  I. — Captain  E.  1'.  Jones,  First  Lieutenant  A.  Buchanan,  jr.,  Second 
Lieutenant  E.  Fink. 

Company  K. — Captain  J.  V.  VV.  Vandenburgh,  First  Lieutenant  Charles  A.  Pickett, 
Second  Lieutenant  M.  <!.  Steele. 

The  Griswold  Cavalry. 

The  21st  New  York  Cavalry,  known  as  the  Griswold  Cavalry,  was 
organized  in  the  summer  of  18(>3,  and  was  composed  of  men  mustered 
from  various  sections  of  the  State.  It  was  due  principally  to  the  efforts 
of  Colonel  William  B.  Tibbits,  formerly  of  the  Second  Regiment,  that 
the  regiment  was  organized.  For  a  long  time  he  struggled  to  obtain 
enough  mounted  men  to  present  a  formidable  appearance  in  the  field, 
and  his  labors  were  finally  rewarded.  Many  of  the  men  enlisted  from 
Rensselaer  county,  though  there  were  representatives  of  various  locali- 
ties, some  many  miles  distant.  Colonel  (later  Brevet  Major-General) 
Tibbits  received  his  commission  as  colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  New 
York  Cavalry  January  5,  L804.  The  field  and  staff  officers  from  Troy, 
besides  Colonel  Tibbits,  were:  Major,  George  V.  Boutelle,  formerly 
captain  of  Company  A  of  the  Second  Regiment ;  adjutant,  James  P. 
Hill;  quartermaster,  William  11.  Laithe;  surgeon,  Benjamin  S.  Catlin, 
M.  D.  The  company  officers  from  Troy  were:  Company  A — Captain 
Charles  (i.  Otis,  afterwards  colonel;  First  Lieutenant  William  H. 
Mitchell,  Second  Lieutenant  Thomas  Maxwell.  Company  D — Captain 
William  G.  McNulty,  First  Lieutenant  Henry  E.  Snow.  Company  12 — 
Captain  Edwin  N.  Wright,  .Second  Lieutenant  II.  G.  Ilickok.  Com- 
pany   F — Captain  Francis  McCue,  First  Lieutenant  Andrew  Smith, 
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Second  Lieutenant  James  Ii.  Ronalds.  Company  I — First  Lieutenant 
Nelson  B.  Hoi  comb. 

As  soon  as  a  company  was  formed  it  was  promptly  sent  to  Staten 
Island,  when  it  awaited  orders  to  move  to  the  front.  The  first  com- 
pany raised  for  the  regiment  was  organized  by  Captain  Charles  G,  (  His, 
afterwards  colonel.  It  left  Troy,  on  the  steamer  Yanderbilt,  for  Staten 
Island,  August  30,  L 8G3.  Through  the  influence  of  Colonel  Tibbits  the 
regiment  was  named  the  Griswold  Cavalry  in  honor  of  that  staunch 
patriot,  John  A.  Griswold,  who  devoted  a  great  share  of  his  time, 
energy  and  personal  influence  toward  placing  the  organization  in  the 
field. 

From  the  day  the  Griswold  Cavalry  reached  the  front  it  was  almost 
continuously  on  the  move.  It  participated  in  many  battles,  and  some- 
times met  with  heavy  losses.  In  the  valleys  and  mountains  of  Virginia, 
the  passes  and  natural  fortifications  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  the  brave  men 
from  Rensselaer  county  fought  desperately  for  their  country.  The 
battles  in  which  they  were  called  into  action  were  those  of  Newton, 
Piedmont,  Waynesburg,  Lynchburg,  Leesburg",  Bucklestown,  Solo- 
mon'sGap,  Frederick,  Purcell  ville,  Snicker's  Gap,  Ashby's  Ford,  Kearns- 
town,  Winchester  and  Charlestown. 

The  regiment  left  Troy  so  suddenly,  ami  its  movements  in  the  field 
were  so  rapid,  that  the  presentation  of  a  stand  of  colors  was  delayed 
for  some  time.  But  finally,  in  October,  18G4,  a  beautiful  set  of  colors 
was  presented  to  the  brave  body  of  men  at  Cumberland,  Maryland. 
Mr.  Griswold,  who  was  the  giver,  was  not  present,  but  the  following 
patriotic  letter  from  him  was  read  on  the  occasion: 

Troy,  N.  V.,  (Vmnv.u  11,  ISll-l.  -'Jo  ///<■  ojfhursi  ,ut.t  soUtVrs  of  (he-  Gris~.ool,i 
Ciit'ti/ty:  Since  youi  organization  us  a  regiment  1  have  entertained  the  hope  of  be- 
ing with  you  and  in  person  asking  your  acceptance  of  the  colors  which  I  desire  now 
to  place  in  your  charge.  The  constant  duties  you  have  been  called  upon  to  perform, 
and  the  changes  of  locality  incident  to  those  duties,  have  prevented  the  consumma- 
tion of  this  desire,  and  1  am  forced  to  greet  you  from  a  distance  when  I  would  be 
with  you  face  to  face.  You  need  not  be  assured  that  1  have  watched  with  anxious 
solicitude  your  progress  since  entering  the  service,  and  that  J  feel  a  grateful  pride 
in  the  history  of  your  military  career.  Already  your  record  is  one  that  may  safely 
challenge  comparison.  In  this  consideration  of  the  great  cause  for  which  you  are 
contending,  and  in  behalf  of  the  communities  of  which  you  are  a  part,  I  desire  to 
thank  you.  If  the  colors  which  are  now  placed  under  your  ownership  and  keeping- 
were  to  be  re-embellished,  there  would  be  emblazoned  on  their  their  folds — New 
Market,  Piedmont,  Lynchburg,  Leesburg,  Ashby's  Gap,  Kearnstowu,  Winchester, 
Martinsburg,  Charlestown— a  long  array,  showing  that  your  place  has  been  where 
17 
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the  fight  was  the  thickest.  Mow  well  you  have  borne  yourselves  in  these  conflicts  is 
attested  in  the  reports  of  your  commanding  officers  and  their  commendation  of  your 
gallant  services.  Of  those  who  went  from  our  city  marshalled  in  your  ranks,  many, 
very  many,  have  fallen  by  the  way,  anil  are  now  sleeping  undisturbed  alike  by  the 
falling  leaf  and  the  tramp  of  armed  hosts.  The  valley  of  the  Shenandoah  has  been 
moistened  by  the  blood  of  your  comrades,  and  bitter  tears  for  their  memory  have 
fallen  on  the  soil  of  their  homes.  Remember  that  upon  you,  the  army,  now  hang 
the  destinies  of  our  country.  The  front  of  the  rebellion  must  be  broken  by  your 
prowess  that  the  avenues  of  peace  may  again  be  opened.  God  speed  the  day  of  this 
achievement,  when  you  and  your  companions  in  arms  may  be  welcomed  again  to 
your  homes  in  a  land  no  longer  stricken  by  war.  Till  that  time,  be  true  to  your  own 
reputation  and  the  colors  which  1  now  have  the  pleasure  to  present  by  the  hands  of 
your  gallant  colonel.  John  A.  Giuswold. 

The  ranks  of  the  Griswold  Cavalry  were  greatly  thinned  during  its 
campaign.  It  remained  in  service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  on 
the  occasion  of  its  return  home  from  the  front  it  received  a  rousing 
demonstration  of  welcome. 


CHAPTER  X. 

Closing  Days  of  the  Nineteenth  Century — New  County  Buildings — History  of  the 
Railroads — Rensselaer  County's  Citizens  Who  Have  Held  High  Public  Offiee-"-The 
Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Monument — Statistics  of  the  Development  of  the  County. 

The  corner  stone  of  the  handsome  memorial  to  the  deceased  soldiers 
and  sailors  of  Rensselaer  eountv  was  laid  in  the  citv  of  Trov  with  im- 
posing ceremonies  on  Memorial  day,  Friday,  May  30,  18i>0,  bv  Colonel 
Charles  L.  Mac  Arthur,  president  ol  the  Rensselaer  County  Soldiers' 
and  Sailors'  Monument  association,  which  had  been  incorporated  No- 
vember 12,  188(5.  The  site  selected  for  the  monument  was  Washing- 
ton square  in  Troy.  The  city  conveyed  the  title  to  the  ground  on 
which  the  shaft  stands  to  the  society  in  1887.  Two  years  later  the 
Legislature  authorized  the  supervisors  of  the  county  to  appropriate 
$25,000  toward  the  monument,  which  they  did.  The  design  ottered 
by  Fuller  &  Wheeler,  architects  of  Albany,  was  accepted  August  7, 
1880,  and  February  24,  1890,  a  contract  for  the  erection  of  the  memorial 
was  awarded  to  Frederick  &  Field  of  Qttincy,  Mass.  At  the  laying  of 
the  corner  stone  Colonel  Mac  Arthur  delivered  a  historical  address,  and 
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other  speeches  were  made  by  the  Rev.  Peter  ITavermans  and  the 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  W.  Thompson.  The  exercises  of  the  day  included  a 
great  parade,  under  the  direction  of  General  Joseph  B.  Carr. 

On  September  ir>,  1891,  the  dedication  of  the  magnificent  memorial 
took  place,  in  a  manner  well  befitting  its  noble  and  patriotic  purpose. 
But  few  times  before  in  the  history  of  the  city  had  there  been  a  public 
demonstration  equal  to  that  of  this  day.  One  of  them  was  fifteen 
months  before,  when  the  corner-stone  was  laid.  The  early  morning 
trains  brought  large  crowds  of  people  to  the  city  from  surrounding 
towns  and  villages.  Many  of  the  mills  and  factories  gave  their  em- 
ployes a  holiday,  All  the  business  houses  and  most  of  the  residences 
along  the  route  of  the  parade  and  also  on  other  streets  were  elaborately 
decorated.  Many  portions  of  the  business  district  were  bowers  of  gay 
colors,  including  many  large  and  hands*  ime  portraits  of  the  nation 's  heroes 
in  war — Grant,  Lincoln,  Sherman,  Sheridan,  Hancock,  Logan  and 
others. 

The  parade,  a  large  and  imposing  one,  started  at  11  a.  m.  Colonel 
Lee  Chamberlain  acted  as  grand  marshal,  and  his  staff  was  composed 
of  Col.  Charles  S.  Francis,  Lieut. -Col.  John  Don,  Col.  D.  M.  Greene, 
Col.  George  H.  Gillis,  Col.  M.  II.  Burton,  Col.  W.  II.  Lawton,  Col. 
Marcus  D.  Russell,  Col.  Francis  N.  Mann,  jr.,  Col.  Edward  L.  Caul, 
Col.  George  P.  Lawton,  Lieut. -Col.  Harry  M.  Alden,  Lieut. -Col.  f.  A. 
McDonald,  Major  C.  II.  Stott,  Jr.,  Major  E.  M.  (been,  Major  W.  G. 
Carr,  Major  Isaac  F.  Handy,  Major  Arthur  Mac  Arthur,  Major  A.  W. 
Hoysradt,  Major  H.  W.  Thompson,  Major  Le  Grand  C.  Tibbits,  Capt. 

E.  R.  Thompson,  Capt.  Charles  G.  Cleminshaw,  Capt.  I.  W.  Copeland, 
Lieut,  |.  L.  Thompson,  ami  Major  Waldo  K.  Chase,  The  first  division 
was  commanded  by  Col.  James  \V.  Cusack,  and  acted  as  escort  to  the 
veterans.  It  was  headed  by  Doring's  hand  and  comprised  the  Troy 
Citizens  Corps,  Tibbits  Cadets,  1.2th  Separate  Company,  New  York 
National  Guard,  and  the  National  Giiard  companies  from  Cohoes,  Hoo- 
sick  Falls,  Schenectady  and  the  loth  Battalion  of  Albany.  Next  came 
in  carriages  Col.  Charles  L.  Mac-Arthur,  Gen.  Daniel  E.  Sickles,  Gen. 
Stewart  L.  Woodford,  Gen.  Henry  Slocum,  Gen.  Alonzo  Alden,  Capt. 
John  Palmer,  Col.  Frederick  Phisterer,  and  other  well  known  military 
men.  The  other  divisions  were  in  command  of  James  M.  Snyder,  Col. 
Levin  Crandall,  Capt.  E.  F.  <  >rmsbie,  Edwin  A.  Frear  and  Cornelius 

F.  Burns. 

The  line  of  march  was  down  First  street  to  Liberty,  to  Second, 
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around  Washington  park,  to  Third,  to  State,  to  Fifth  avenue,  to  Jacob, 
to  King,  to  River,  to  Third,  to  Broadway,  to  the  monument,  where 
the  parade  passed  in  review  and  was  dismissed.  It  is  estimated  that 
there  were  fully  10,000  people  about  the  monument  when  the  parade 
reached  that  point.  Col.  C.  L.  MacArthur,  president  of  the  monument 
association,  had  charge  of  the  exercises.  After  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  Thompson,  a  telegram  was  read  from  Gen.  Joseph  Ji.  Chit,  who 
was  detained  in  New  York  by  illness,  in  which  he  said  he  was  "  present 
in  spirit  if  not  in  person."  Col.  MacArthur  then  made  the  opening  ad- 
dress, in  which  he  said: 

We  have  put  an  insignia  on  this  monument  to  commemorate  the  bravery  of  the 
men  of  Rensselaer  county  in  the  Mexican  war.  We  were  first  in  t lie  field.  In  1812, 
when  we  had  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  a  Troy  man  was  the  first  to  capture  a  Hag 
in  that  war.  I  refer  to  lion.  William  L.  Marcy.  When  troops  were  called  for  in 
the  late  war  Troy  was  the  first  to  raise  a  regiment  and  send  it  to  the  Adjutant- 
General's  office.  A  Troy  man,  Frank  Brownell,  was  the  first  to  shed  blood  when  he 
shot  Jackson  at  Alexandria. 

The  next  address  was  made  by  General  Daniel  E.  .Sickles,  who  spoke 
in  glowing  terms  of  the  part  taken  by  Troy  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war. 
Amony  other  things  he  said: 

One  of  the  earliest  regiments  to  take  the  field  was  the  Second  New  York  Infantry, 
organized  in  Rensselaer  county  by  your  townsman,  General  Carr.  This  regiment 
was  for  some  time  in  the  Third  Army  Corps  and  often  fell  under  my  personal  ol  iserva- 
tion.  Carr  raised  his  standard  here  on  the  17th  of  April,  18(31,  while  the  echoes 
from  Sumter  filled  every  ear  and  stirred  every  loyal  heart.  All  troops  reflect,  sooner 
or  later,  the  character  and  qualities  of  their  commanding  officers.  Therefore,  I 
need  not  tell  you,  who  know  General  Carr  so  well,  that  the  Second  New  York  was  an 
admirable  regiment  It  was  not  lone,,  however,  before  the  signal  abilities  shown  l>v 
General  Carr  proved  his  fitness  foi  higher  command,  lit1  always  enjoyed,  and  still 
enjoys,  the  confidence  and  respect  alike  of  his  troops  and  of  his  superior  officers. 
Always  ready  to  obey  orders  with  alacrity,  he  taught  his  commands  that  discipline 
makes  good  soldiers.  An  earnest  patriot,  he  inspired  his  men  with  his  own  zeal  for 
the  cause  of  the  Union.  Fearless  and  calm  in  battle,  his  example  made  his  battalion 
trustworthy  under  all  circumstances. 

The  next  speaker  was  Captain  John  Palmer  of  Albany,  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  of  the  United  States,  and 
his  address  was  listened  to  with  the  closest  attention.  Rain  began 
falling  at  L.30  r.  M.  and  the  exercises  at  the  monument  were  necessarily 
shortened,  an  adjournment  being  taken  fifteen  minutes  later. 

At  three  o'clock  the  ceremonies  were  resumed  in  Music  hall,  Colonel 
C.  L.  MacArthur,  presiding.    After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  George  C. 
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Baldwin,  Benjamin  II.  Hall  read  an  original  poem,  written  by  Captain 
William  B.  ( rordon,  of  the  Watervliet  arsenal.  The  Troy  Vocal  Society 
sang-  "On,  Gallant  Company,"  after  which  the  dedicatory  address  was 
delivered  by  General  Stewart  L.  Woodford,  of  Brooklyn.  It  was  a 
masterpiece  of  oratory  and  was  frequently  interrupted  by  applause. 
General  Sickles  and  Colonel  MacArthur  followed  with  brief  addresses. 
At  the  conclusion  the  Troy  Vocal  Society  sang  "The  Star  Spangled 
Banner,"  the  immense  assemblage  rising  and  making  the  walls  of  the 
big  building  ring  as  they  joined  in  the  chorus.  Rev.  Father  fohn 
Walsh  of  St.  Peter's  church  closed  the  exercises  with  the  benediction, 
and  the  large  audience  slowly  dispersed. 

The;  first  almshouse  in  the  county  was  known  as  the  house  of  indus- 
try. It  was  built  in  the  winter  of  1.821  and  1822  by  the  county  and  the 
city  of  Troy  jointly,  at  a  total  cost  of  $9,0(34,84.  It  was  located  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  southeast  of  Troy.  A  wooden  building  was  erected 
in  LSGO.  As  the  limits  of  the  city  were  extended  the  property  became 
a  part  of  the  city.  In  1  8S;J  the  brick  buildings  were  erected,  including 
two  apartment  buildings,  two  hospitals,  the  keeper's  house,  a  dining 
hall,  a  kitchen  and  a  laundry. 

The  Marshall  Infirmary,  founded  in  1.850  by  Benjamin  Marshall,  a 
gingham  manufacturer  of  Troy,  is  one  of  the  most  worthy  institutions  in 
the  count}'.  In  that  year  the  first  buildings  were  erected  by  him  at  a 
cost  of  over  $:3(),000.  June  20  of  the  next  year  the  institution  was  in- 
corporated, the  management  of  its  affairs  being  placed  by  its  charter 
in  the  hands  of  twent v-seven  governors,  to  be  elected  annually.  The 
articles  of  incorporation  provide  that  every  person  contributing  ten 
dollars  to  il  ;uul  paying  at  least  throe  dollars  per  annum  towards  its 
maintenance,  is  a  member  of  its  corporation;  and  every  person  con- 
tributing one  hundred  dollars,  and  paying  live  dollars  per  annum  ma)', 
in  addition  to  being  a  member,  recommend  one  sick  person  to  be  cared 
for  at  the  infirmary  lor  six  weeks  in  each  year,  free  of  charge.  Every 
person  contributing  one  thousand  dollars  becomes  alife  member,  and  is 
also  allowed  to  recommend  one  sick  person  to  lie  cared  for  an  entire 
year  free  of  charge;  ami  every  person  paying  ten  dollars  a  year  may 
recommend  one  sick  person  to  be  cared  tor  tour  weeks  free  of  charge. 
Before  the  death  of  the  founder  he  had  given  to  the  institution  money 
and  property  valued  at  $70,000. 

The  three  story  brick  buildi  ig  on  the  south  side  of  the  infirmary  was 
erected  by  the  county  for  an  insane  asylum  in  1859.     Two  years  later 
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the  county  built  another  structure  beyond  the  hill  east  of  the  infirmary 
building,  for  exclusive  use  as  a  lunatic  asylum,  [n  1880  still  another 
building,  for  the  care  of  refractor)-  patients,  was  erected  south  of  the 
insane  asylum.  In  1896  sixteen  acres  of  ground  were  occupied  by  the 
institution. 

In  an  earlier  chapter  the  establishment  of  the  Rensselaer  &  Saratoga 
railroad,  the  Troy  &  Greenbush  railroad,  the  Schenectady  Troy  rail- 
road, the  Hudson  River  railroad,  the  Troy  and  Boston,  afterward  the 
Fitch  burg  railroad,  and  the  Troy  Union  railway  has  been  described. 
Since  those  early  days  the  development  of  the  railways  running  through 
Rensselaer  county  has  been  rapid  and  extensive.  The  Hudson  River  road 
has  become  a  part  of  the  greatest  system  in  the  world;  the  Rensselaer 
&  Saratoga,  like  the  1 1  udson  River,  by  absorption  into  another  system, 
has  a  great  and  rapidly  increasing  patronage;  the  Fitchburg  and  the 
Boston  iK:  Albany,  too,  have  grown  until  their  business  requires  the 
constant  attention  of  thousands  of  employes. 

The  New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River  railroad  was  organized  No- 
vember 1,  1800,  by  the  consolidation  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad 
company  and  the  Hudson  River  Railroad  company.  The  Hudson 
River  Railroad  company  was  chartered  May  12,  1840,  and  the  road 
opened  through  its  entire  length  from  New  York  to  East  Albany 
(Greenbush)  October  3,  1851.  Previous  to  the  consolidation  referred 
to  the  Hudson  River  road  had  leased  the  Troy  &  Greenbush  road, 
which  was  chartered  in  January,  184;"),  and  leased  to  the  Hudson  River 
road  fune  1,  1851,  for  seven  per  cent,  on  $275, 000  capital  stock.  On 
consolidation  the  lease  was  assumed  by  the  New  York  Central  &  Hud- 
son River  Railroad  company. 

The  New  York  \  Albany  Railroad  company  was  incorporated  April 
17,  is;!-.',  but  the  extension  from  Albany  to  Troy  was  not  const!  acted 
until  1.840  and  1841.  These  directors  of  the  northern  extension  of  the 
road  were  chosen  in  February,  1814:  Stephen  W.  Dana,  Le  Grand 
Cannon,  Jonas  C.  Heartt,  Thaddeus  I!.  Bigelow,  Horatio  Averill,  John 
L.  Thompson  and  Alsop  Weed,  Troy;  William  1'.  VTan  Rensselaer, 
Greenbush;  with  four  Boston  men.  The  officers  elected  were:  Presi- 
dent, Stephen  W.  Dana;  vice-president,  Jonas  C.  Meartt;  secretary, 
Thaddeus  II.  Bigelow. 

The  Troy  &  Boston  Railroad  company,  chartered  April  4,  ISIS,  was 
consolidated  with  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  company  May  4,  1SST,  under 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  irt>rk  ami  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
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chusetts.  By  this  consolidation  the  following  leases,  in  force  with  the 
Troy  lV  Boston  Railroad  company,  were  assumed: 

Southern  Vermont  railroad,  New  York  line  to  Massachusetts  State 
line,  owned  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  leased  in  perpetu- 
ity to  the  Troy  and  Boston  Railroad  company  at  an  annual  rental  of 
$12,000; 

Troy  &  Bennington  railroad,  Hoosac  junction  to  Vermont  State 
line,  owned  by  the  Troy  &  Bennington  Railroad  company,  a  corpora- 
tion of  the  State  of  New  York,  leased  at  an  annual  rental  of  $15,400. 
Lease  expires  May  27,  1.901  ; 

The  Boston,  Hoosac  Tunnel  &  Western  railway,  and  its  leased  line, 
the  Troy,  Saratoga  &  Northern  railroad,  were  purchased  June  1,  1887. 
The  Troy,  Saratoga  &  Northern  was  incorporated  September-.',  1880. 
The  western  terminus  of  the  Fitchburg  railroad  is  in  Troy;  the  eastern 
terminus  is  in  Boston. 

The  consolidation  of  the  Troy  &  Boston  and  the  Fitchburg  Railroad 
companies  was  ratified  by  the  directors  of  the  Fitchburg  fanuary  25, 
1887,  and  by  those  of  the  Troy  &  Boston  March  28  of  the  same  year. 

The  Castleton  (N.  Y.)  &  West  Stockbridge  (Mass.)  Railroad  com- 
pany was  incorporated  by  the  .State  of  New  York  May  15,  1834,  and 
work  was  begun  soon  after.  The  name  was  changed  to  Albany  & 
West  Stockbridge  Railroad  company  May  5,  1.836.  November  11, 
1841,  a  permanent  contract  of  transportation  was  made  by  the  Western 
Railroad  company  (incorporated  in  Massachusetts  March  15,  1833,) 
and  the  Albany  iSL'  West  .Stockbridge  Railroad  company  for  the  opera- 
tion of  the  latter  by  the  former.  By  an  act  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  passed  May  21,  1807,  the  Boston  iS:  Worcester  Railroad 
corporation  was  consolidated  with  the  Western  Railroad  corporation 
under  the  name  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  company.  In  Ma)', 
1809,  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  company  and  the  Albany  &  West 
Stockbridge  Railroad  company  were  united  and  consolidated  and  all 
became  known  as  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  company  November 
2,  1870.  The  western  terminus  of  this  road  is  in  Albany,  via  Green- 
bush,  and  the  eastern  terminus  is  in  Boston. 

The  Greenwich  &  Johnsonville  Railroad  compa  iv  was  chartered 
September  10,  1879,  and  soon  after  the  construction  of  a  railroad  be- 
tween Johnsonville,  in  Rensselaer  count)',  and  Greenwich,  in  Wash- 
ington county,  was  begun.  The  road  was  originally  known  as  the 
Johnsonville  &  Union  Village  Railroad  company.    August  30,  1879,  the 
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property  was  sold  under  foreclosure,  suit  having'  been  brought  by  the 
holders  of  the  first  mortgage  bonds,  and  was  purchased  by  a  committee 
representing  the  bondholders,  who  organized  the  new  company.  Since 
that  time  there  have  been  no  changes  in  the  company,  except  in  the 
eases  of  some  of  its  officers. 

The  New  York  Central,  Hudson  River  &  Fort  Orange  Railroad 
company  was  formed  on  or  about  September  I,  1S84,  in  pursuance  of 
an  act  of  the  Legislature,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  freight  to  and 
from  the  Fort  Orange  Paper  company's  works,  situated  near  Castleton. 
Prior  to  the  1st  day  of  September  aforesaid  the  bedway  of  the  Mew 
York  Central,  Hudson  River  &  Fort  Orange  Railroad  Company  be- 
longed to  the  Port  Orange  Paper  company,  and  the  New  York  Central 
&  Hudson  River  Railroad  company  loaned  and  furnished  the  tics  and 
rails  for  a  railroad  track  over  the  same  from  the  eastern  line  at  a  point 
near  Castleton  to  works  of  said  company  under  an  agreement  that  in 
consideration  thereof  the  Fort  Orange  Paper  company  should  deliver 
all  their  freight  to  be  transported  to  the  New  York  Central  &  Hudson 
River  Railroad  company  for  transportation.  The  object  of  the  incor- 
poration of  the  New  York  Central,  Hudson  River  &  Port  ((range 
Railroad  company  was  to  do  business  as  an  independent  corporation 
and  to  carry  all  of  said  freight  over  its  line  under  contract  with  the 
New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River  Railroad  company  and  the  Fort 
Orange  Paper  company. 

The  Rensselaer  lK.-  Saratoga  Railroad  company  was  organized  and 
chartered  April  PI,  1832,  to  run  from  Troy  to  Ballston,  a  distance  of 
twenty-five  miles.  The  present  length  of  road  now  owned  and  leased 
by  l ho  coinp.un  is  about  '2(H)  miles.  In  |\me,  ISliO,  the  Rensselaer  \ 
Saratoga  Railroad  company  leased  the  Saratoga  \  Schenectady  rail- 
road ami  the  Albany  &  Vermont  railroad.  In  lSii,">  the  company 
leased  the  Saratoga  &  Whitehall  railroad  and  the  Rutland  &  Wash- 
ington railroad.  In  1868  it  leased  and  became  owner  of  all  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Glens  Falls  railroad.  In  February,  1870,  it  leased  the  Rut- 
land &  Whitehall  railroad.  May  1,  1871,  the  Rensselaer  &  Saratoga 
Railroad  company  leased  all  its  roads  and  leased  lines  to  the  Delaware 
&  Hudson  Canal  company,  which  are  now  operated  by  the  latter 
corporation. 

The  Troy  &  New  England  Railroad  company  opened  a  part  of  its 
line,  from  Albia  to  Averill  Park,  in  the  winter  of  1895.  The  motive 
power  is  electricity.  The  road  connects  with  the  Troy  City  Railroad 
company's  lines  at  Albia,  ^ 
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The  Rensselaer  County  Agricultural  society  dates  from  1819,  its 
organization  having  been  perfected  June  3  of  that  year,  in  the  court 
house,  by  the  election  of  George  Tibbits,  president;  Herman  Knicker- 
bocker, first  vice  president ;  Simon  Newcomb,  second  vice-president; 
Edmund  C.  Genet,  third  vice-president;  Philip  Heartt,  treasurer; 
George  R.  Davis,  corresponding  secretary;  and  Henry  Hoyle,  record- 
ing secretary.  The  first  managers,  elected  at  the  next  meeting,  Jul)' 
11,  L819,  were:  Thomas  Clowes,  Stephen  V.  R.  Schuyler,  John  1'. 
Cushman,  Stephen  Ross,  Thomas  Turner,  Hugh  Peebles,  Troy;  Jacob 
C.  Lansing,  Wooster  Brookins,  Smith  Germond,  Lansingburgh ;  Bethel 
Mather,  Schaghticoke ;  Moses  Warren,  John  Carpenter,  jr.,  Hoosick; 
Burton  Hammond,  Berlin;  Henry  Plait,  Stephentown;  Fenner  Palmer, 
Nassaii;  Asa  Cardner,  Samuel  J.  McChesney,  Martin  Springer,  Bruns- 
wick; Michael  S.  Vandercook,  Pittstown;  Joseph  Case,  Petersburgh; 
Ziba  Hewitt,  Grafton;  William  Carmichael,  Sand  Lake;  Cornelius 
Schermerhorn,  Schodack;  John  Briere,  Greenbush.  October  L2  and 
13  following  the  first  annual  lair  was  held  on  the  society's  grounds  in 
Troy,  south  of  Hoosick  street.  From  that  time  on  fairs  were  held 
annually,  generally  in  Troy,  sometimes  in  the  meadows  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  city,  sometimes  on  the  bank  of  the  Hudson  between  Troy 
and  Lansingburgh  and  sometimes  in  the  southern  part  of  Lansing- 
burgh. The  grounds  at  the  intersection  of  Market  and  Canal  streets, 
east  of  Lansingburgh,  were  purchased  in  JK,">7  of  George  Vail  and 
others,  and  for  three  years  thereafter  fairs  were  held  there.  In  18(i0 
new  grounds  in  the  southern  part  of  Lansingburgh,  on  Vail  avenue, 
were  purchased,  commodious  buildings  were  erected  and  a  driving 
ir.u'k  laid  out.  [luring  the  two  latter  wars  of  the  war  the  society 
leased  its  grounds  and  buildings  to  the  United  States  government  for 
use  as  a  convalescent  hospital,  at  the  rate  of  $300  per  month.  When 
the  government  relinquished  possession  t lie  society  improved  the 
grounds  and  purchased  some  of  the  buildings.  From  time  to  time 
large  expenditures  for  further  improvements  continued  to  be  made 
until  1871,  when  the  society,  finding  itself  deeply  involved  financially 
and  with  income  entirely  too  small  for  its  maintenance,  released  the 
grounds  upon  foreclosure  of  heavy  mortgages,  and  the  property  was 
sold  by  the  sheriff. 

One  of  the  most  thriving  comity  associations,  the  Rensselaer  County 
Sunday  School  union,  was  established  in  18:i\!  under  the  auspices  of 
and  auxiliary  to  the  American  Sunday  School  union.  The  union  was 
Its 
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made  up  of  representatives  of  numerous  evangelical  churches,  all  Sun  • 
day  schools  in  the  county  connected  with  evangelical  churches  being 
admissible  as  members.  The  union  does  much  commendable  mission- 
ary work,  and  under  its  directions  Bibles  are  distributed  at  intervals 
throughout  the  county.  The  union  regularly  corresponds  with  the  State 
association  and  with  the  various  town  unions  in  the  county,  all  of  which 
are  in  close  sympathy  with  one  another. 

The  Rensselaer  County  Bible  society  was  organized  July  11,  1835, 
in  the  court-house,  bv  the  election  of  these  officers:  Rev.  Jonas  Coc, 
president;  Rev.  Ralph  Westervelt,  first  vice-president;  Rev.  Samuel 
Blatchford,  second  vice-president;  Daniel  Buel,  Jr.,  corresponding 
secretary;  Rev.  Francis  Wayland,  recording  secretary ;  Derick  Lane, 
treasurer:  Rev.  Parker  Adams,  Tobias  Spicer,  Rev.  ]ohn  Vounglove, 
Jr.,  Rev.  Justus  Hull,  Dr.  Ely  Burrett,  Hon.  fosiah  Masters,  fa-cob  A. 
Fort,  Hon.  Hosea  Moflitt,  and  James  L.  Hogeboom,  board  of  managers. 
The  society's  chief  work  is  to  supply  Bibles  to  the  needy. 

The  Mohawk  and  Hudson  River  Humane  society  was  originally  in- 
corporated as  the  Albany  County  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 
to  Children,  which  was  organized  April  27,  1887.  The  original  title 
was  changed  to  the  existing  one  May  15,  1'889,  the  change  being  made 
as  the  title  indicates,  for  the  double  purpose  of  enlarging  its  territorial 
scope  and  including  suffering  brutes  in  its  humane  endeavors.  March 
7,  1892,  the  executive  committee  of  the  society  was  formally  incorporated 
in  Albany  county  as  the  Mohawk  and  Hudson  River  Humane  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals.  April  ll>,  1894,  a  special 
act  of  the  Legislature  took  effect,  which  consolidated  the  two  societies 
under  the  title  now  held.  This  constituted  the  first  combined  society 
in  the  Slate  of  New  York  uniting  the  care  ol  children  and  animals. 

One  of  the  most  memorable  storms  w  hich  ever  fell  upon  the  county 
was  that  occurring  on  the  afternoon  of  August  27,  L891.  For  several 
clays  the  streams  had  been  swollen  by  heavy  rains.  During  the  day 
many  of  the  small  streams  overflowed  their  banks  and  the  Hudson 
river  rose  rapidly.  This  immense  raging  torrent  was  still  further  in- 
creased late  in  the  afternoon  by  a  disastrous  cloudburst,  the  result  being 
the  total  destruction  of  a  number  of  bridges  and  dams,  heavy  damage 
to  many  mills,  hotels  and  dwellings,  and  the  loss  of  one  life.  The 
valley  of  the  Wynantskill  was  the  scene  of  the  greatest  destruction, 
and  here  many  cattle  were  drowned,  besides  which  thousands  of  dollars' 
worth  of  property  was  devastated.    The  bridges  destroyed  were  val- 
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uecl  at  $25,000.  At  Poestenkill  William  McChesney,  aged  twenty-one, 
was  carried  away  on  a  bridge,  with  four  other  men,  and  was  drowned. 
His  companions  were  saved.  The  greatest  damage  was  sustained  in 
the  city  of  Troy  and  the  towns  of  Sand  Lake,  Poestenkill,  I3erlin  and 
Petersburgh. 

November  3(1,  1895,  the  New  York  State  board  of  assessors  rendered 
a  decision  favorable  to  the  city  of  Troy  and  against  the  towns  in  the 
matter  of  the  equalized  valuation  of  the  city.  The  decision  took  off 
from  the  equalized  assessed  valuation  of  the  city  the  sum  of  $2,280,004 
and  divided  it  among  the  country  towns.  ft  made  the  total  valuation 
of  the  city  $42,187,813  and  the  total  city  and  county  valuation  about 
$72,0(1'), ooi).  Complaint  had  been  made  by  the  people  of  Troy  that  the 
city  had  been  paying  more  than  its  share  of  the  taxes,  and  the  State 
assessors  upheld  this  contention.  The  total  real  and  personal  equaliza- 
tion, as  corrected  by  the  State  assessors,  was: 

Troy,  §43,886,522;  Berlin,  §472,851;  Brunswick,  §2,553,631;  East  Gr'eenbush,  §1,- 
528,233:  Grafton,  $295,204;  Greenbush,  §3,525, 406 ;  Hoosick,  $6,056,914;  Lansing- 
burgh,  §6,589,375;  Nassau,  §823,409;  North  Greenbush,  $2,004,626;  Petersburg]}, 
$514,40S;  Pittstown,  $2,738,712;  Poestcnkill,  $552,828;  Sand  Lake,  §868,376 ;  Schagh- 
ticoke,  §3,123,176;  Schodack,  §3,770,455;  Stephentown,  §523,413. 

As  a  result  of  the  strained  relations  between  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  of  Troy  and  of  the  country  towns  over  the  question  of  taxation,  an 
effort  was  made  by  the  latter  in  the  years  18!),r>  and  L80G  to  divide  the 
counts',  setting  oil  all  the  towns  under  the  name  of  Morton  county,  in 
honor  of  Governor  Levi  P.  Morton,  anil  leaving  the  city  of  Troy  identi- 
cal in  its  limits  with  the  county  of  Rensselaer.  The  matter  was  brought 
up  on  several  occasions  in  the  board  ol  supervisors  and  an  effort  was 
made  on  the  part  of  the  advocates  of  division  to  secure  the  co-operation 
of  Slate  Senator  Lc  Grand  t'.  Tibbits  and  the  county's  representatives 
in  the  State  Assembly;  but  the  movement  came  to  naught. 

An  agitation,  covering  a  period  of  several  years,  in  favor  of  free 
roads  in  the  count}  ,  finally  culminated  in  1895  and  1890  in  an  endeavor 
to  secure  legislation  abolishing  all  the  toll  gates  within  the  limits  of  the 
county.  It  was  argued  that  the  existence  of  the  toll  gates  was  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  Troy,  Albany  and  the  villages  along  the  Hud- 
son, as  well  as  to  the  farming  interests.  No  legislation  to  the  end 
had  been  obtained  as  late  as  L890,  but  in  this  year  the  advocates  of  free 
roads  were  still  agitating  the  subject  in  a  spirited  manner  which  event- 
ually doubtless  will  be  greeted  w  ith  success. 
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The  population  of  Rensselaer  county  at  the  close  of  each  decade  dur- 
ing the  nineteenth  century  is  given  as  follows  in  the  eleventh  census 
of  the  United  States : 

1800,30,351;  1810,  86,30$;  1820,40,114;  1830,49,424;  1840,60,259;  1880,  73,868; 
1800,  80,32:!;  1870,  99, 549 ;  1880,  115,328;  1890,  124,511. 

The  population  of  the  county  in  L890,  by  towns,  including  the  prin- 
cipal villages,  was  as  follows: 


Rknsski.akk  county 


Berlin  town    

Brunswick  town    

East  Greenbush  town     

Grafton  town     

Greenbush  town,  coextensive  with  Greenbush  village  

Greenbush  village    

Hoosick  town,  including  Hoosick  Falls  village   

Hoosick  Falls  village...    

Lansingburg  town,  including  Lausiugburg  village  

Lansiugburg  village  ...    . . . 

Nassau  town,  including  Nassau  village.    

Nassau  village.  

North  Greenbush  town,  including  Math  on  Hudson  village... 

Rath  on  Hudson  village   _  _  

Petersburg  town    . 

Pittstown  town..    .     _  

Poestenkill  town .  _  

Sandlake  town    

Schaghticoke  town,  including  Schaghticoke  village  __ 

Schaghticoke  village     .   

Schodack  town,  including  Castleton  village....  

Castleton  village   

Stephentovvn  town  

Tro\  city   ...  . 

Ward     1   3,0!):! 

Ward    2   1,7  11 

Ward    3   2,001 

Ward    4  4,504 

Ward    5   r   0,023 

Ward    0  4,825 

Ward   7   5,785 

Ward    8   8,865 

Ward    9      4,375 

Ward  10       ..   0,175 

Ward  11     4,050 

Ward  12    5,024 

■  Ward  1 3 ._.  _.   5, 222 

According  to  the  same  census  these  interesting  figures  are  gleaned 
Native  born  —males,  40,514;  females,  50,291.  Foreign  born — males, 
13,228;  females,  14,478.    Total  native  white — males  46,171;  females. 


1  v<  in 

I  OOO 

121,511 



115,328 

1,704 



2,202 

3,654 

3,402 

2,171 

2  ]  »J7 

1,457 

R070 

7,301 

0,743 

7,301 

3,2or> 

10,471 
7,014 

7,914 
4,5:50 

I0.H71 

7,7f»9 

10,550 

7,4:S2 

2,27:i 

2,02!) 

350 

Mil 

4,70s 

4,131 

2,399 

2,0  III 

1,461 

1,785 

4,056 

4,095 

1,002 

1,072 

2,555 

2,550 

3,059 

3,591 

1,258 

4,388 

4,319 

1,127 

912 

1,704 

1,986 

00,950 

50, 717 

CENSUS  STATISTICS. 
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49,860.  Native  white,  native  parents — males,  20,444;  females,  28,035. 
Native  white,  foreign  parents — males,  19,727;  females,  21,225.  For- 
eign white— males,  1.3,203;  females,  1.4,475.  Total  colored,  including 
persons  of  negro  descent,  Chinese,  Japanese  and  civilized  Indians — 
males,  308;  females,  434. 

The  foreign  born  population  of  the  county,  according  to  the  census 
of  1890,  was  27,700,  representing  the  following  countries:  Canada  and 
Newfoundland,  2,218;  .South  America,  IS;  Cuba  and  West  Indies,  25; 
Ireland,  1.4,000;  England,  3,390;  Scotland,  S95;  Wales,  151 ;  Germany, 
4,570;  Austria,  L30;  Holland,  175;  Belgium,  30 ;  Switzerland  91; 
Norway,  144;  Sweden,  507;  Denmark,  516;  Russia,  31 5;  Hungary, 
'»();  Bohemia,  (',;  Poland,  320;  France,  153;  Italy,  150;  Spain,  0 ; 
China,  13;  Australia,  20;  Europe  (not  specified),  13;  born  at  sea,  1 2  ; 
other  countries,  55. 

The  total  number  of  dwellings  in  the  county  in  1890  was  20,230;  the 
total  number  of  families,  27,731  ;  the  number  of  persons  to  a  dwelling, 
0.  15,  ami  the  persons  to  a  family,  4.4'.). 

Following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  inhabitants  of  Rensselaer  county 
who  have  served  in  the  important  offices  in  the  county: 

County  Junoiis. — February  is,  L7l)l,  Anthony  Ten  Eyck;  March  !(,  1804$,  Robert 
Wooclworth ;  March  19,  1805,  James  L.  Hogeboom;  March  10,  1 808,  Josiah  Masters; 
February  7,  1823,  David  Buel,  jr.,  Februarys,  lS'js,  Harmon  Knickerbocker;  March 
17,  1838,  George  R.  Davis;  June,  1847,  Charles  C.  Parmelee;  November,  1855, 
Archibald  Bull;  November,  1859,  Gilbert  Robertson,  jr.;  November,  1*07,  Jeremiah 
Romeyu,  January  31,  1871,  E.  Smith  Strait;  September,  13,  1881,  James* Forsyth ; 
November,  1882,  Edgar  L.  Kinsman,  January  I,  1890,  Lewis  E.  Griffith. 

Surrogates.— 1791,  .Moss  Kent;  1793,  John  Woodworth.;  1803,  Jeremiah  Osborne; 
ISOti,  Al.mson  Douglass;  1813,  David  Allen:  1815,  Willi. on  MeMamis;  isis.  lVnja- 
inin  Smith;  1820,  Nicholas  M.  Masters;  1821,  Thomas  Clowes;  1827,  Philip  Viele; 
is;!.'),  Job  Pierson;  1810,  Cornelius  I..  Tracy;  1*14,  Stephen  Reynolds,  18-17,  George 
T.  I'.lair;  1855,  Robert  M.  McClellan;  1803,  Moses  Warren;  1807,  E.  Smith  Strait; 
1871,  Moses  Warren;  1883,  William  Lord;  1889,  James  Lansing;  1890,  Albert  C. 
Conistock. 

DistiuC'I  A'i -i  ohm' vs.  — 1818,  William  McMauus;   1821,  Job  Pierson  ;  ,  Samuel 

Cheever;  1824,  Job  Pierson;  1833,  Jacob  C.  Lansing;  1836,  John  Coon;  1839,  David 
L.  Seymour;  1842,  Martin  I.  Townsend;  1847,  Robert  A.  Lottridge;  1853,  Anson 
Bingham;  1850,  Robert  A.  Lottridge;  1859,  George  Van  Santvoord ;  1802,  John  1 1. 
Colby;  1865,  Robert  A.  Lottridge;  1809,  Timothy  S.  Banker;  1872,  Francis  Rising; 
1873,  fohn  C.  Greene;  1875,  Albert  E.  Wooster;  1878,  Samuel  Roster;  1881,  La  Mott 
W.  Rhodes;  1887,  Lewis  10.  Griffith;  1889,  John  1 '.  Kelly. 

Shbrii'fs.— 1791,  Albert  Pawling;  171)5,  William  Guilliland;  1798,  James  Dole; 
1800,  Moses  Vail;  1801,  Michael  Henry;  bsOli,  Thomas  Turner ;  1807,  Levin  us  Lans- 
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ing;   1808,  Thomas  Turner;  1813,  Gerrit  Peebles;   ,  Jeremiah  Schuyler;  1815, 

John  Breese;  1819,  Michael  Van  dercook ;  1821,  Moses  Warren ;  1825,  II.  Van  den- 
burgh;  1828,  William  P.  II  ask  in ;  1831,  Ebenezer  C.  Barton;  1834,  Augustus  Filley; 
1837,  Cornelius  Schuyler;  1840,  Volney  Richmond;  1843,  Gideon  Reynolds;  1840, 
Gilbert  Cropsey;  1.849,  Abraham  Witbeck;  1852,  John  Price;  1855, William  Wells; 
1858,  Gerothman  W.  Cornell;  1801,  Joseph  P.  Battershall;  1804,  Gerothman  W. 
Cornell;  18C7,  Matthew  V.  A.  Fonda;  1870,  James  McKeon ;  1873,  John  A.  Quack- 
enbush;  1870,  Albert  L.  Hotchkin;  1879,  James  H.  Ingram;  1882,  Fl.cn  C.  Reynolds; 
1885,  James  Keen  an  ;  1888,  Shepard  Tappen ;  18!)],  Hammond  Harrington. 

County  Clerks. — 1701,  Nicholas  Schuyler;  1800;  Ruggles  Hubbard ;  1813,  James 
Dole;  1815,  Benjamin  Hiby;  1818,  Joseph  D.  Selden ;  1821,  Benjamin  Smith ;  1825, 
Archibald  Bull;  1833,  Henry  R.  Bristol;  1.838,  belaud  Crandall;  1841,  Charles 
Hooper;  1844,  Ambrose  II.  Sheldon;  1850,  Henry  A.  Clam ;  1853,  Ambrose  II.  Shel- 
don; 1850,  John  I'.  Ball;  1859,  J.  Thomas  Davis;  1802,  Edwin  Brownell ;  1805,  \. 
Thomas  Davis;  1809,  E.  W.  Greenman;  1872,  William  Lape;  1*75,  E.  C;  Reynolds; 
1878,  |ames  Keen  an  ;  1884,  Shepard  Tappen;  1887,  Daniel  E.  Conway;  1892,  Charles 
C.  Greenman;  1893,  Francis  Riley;  1890,  Richard  II.  Van  Alstyne. 

County  Treasurers. — 1791,  Aaron  Lane;  1801,  Benjamin  Smith;  1820,  Daniel 
Paris;  1831,  Isaac  MeConihe;  1834,  Thomas  Clowes  ;  1830,  Waters  W.  Whipple;  1844, 
Russell  Sage  ;  1 851 ,  1  lorace  II  erring  ton  ;  1854,  Myron  1 1  am  hi  in  ;  1S.">7,  Henry  E.  Weed  ; 

 ,  Charles  Warner;  1800,  Oliver  A.  Arnold;  1803,  Roger  A.  Flood;  1804,  Samuel  O. 

Gleason;  1873,  Albert.  L.  Hotchkin;  1870,  Edmund  Fitzgerald;  1879,  Franklin  P. 
Harder;  1888,  Thomas  Dickson;  1891,  David  Mbrey;  1894,  George  II.  .Morrison. 

Col  \  l\  Sl'l'KR-INTKNDKNTS  Of  Si  num. s  (FROM  1843  To  1847). — Zcbulon  P\  Bufdick, 
Philander  II.  Thomas,  Alexander  II.  Thompson,  J.  B.  Wilkins. 

Sellout  CuMMJSSlONKRS.  —  First  district,  E.  C.  Reynolds.  William  S.  Buckley,  War- 
ren W.  Kuowlton,  James  C.  Comstock,  Amos  II.  Allen,  Edward  Wait,  J.  Russell 
Parsons,  jr.,  Thomas  II.  Belts,  Byron  F.  Clark. 

Second  district,  J.  W.  Boyce,  Allen  Barringer,  Jabez  F.  Oilman,  William  L. 
Cottrell,  George  W.  Hidley,  Gardner  Morey,  Lewis  N.  vS.  Miller, 

Representatives  in  Congress  from  Rensselaer  County.  — 1793-1799,  fohn  E.  Van 
Alen,  1700  1803,  John  Bird;  180:1  1805,  George  Tibbits ;  ISOfi  ISO'!),  [osiah  Masters; 
1807  I  so;  i,  lames  1.  Van  Allen ;  1809  181 1,  Harmon  Knickerbocker;  1813-1817,  Ilosea 
Motht ;  1817  1819,  John  P. Cushman  ;  1819-1821,  John  I).  I  )ickinson  ;  1823-1825,- James  L. 
llogebootn  ;  1825  1827,  William MciManus;  1831-  1835,  Job  Piorson  ;  1835-1843,  J 1  i ram  1'. 
Hunt;  1837-1839,  Henry  Vail;  1843-1845,  David  L.  Seymour;  1845-1840,  Richard  P. 
Merrick;  1845  1847,  Thomas C.  Ripley  ;  1847-1851,  Gideon  Reynolds;  1851.-1853,  David 
L.  Seymour;  1853 -1857,  Russell  Sage;  1857-1803,  A  bram  11.  Olin ;  1SG3-1871,  John  A. 
Griswold;  1871-1813,  Joseph  M.  Warren;  1875-1870,  Martin  I.  Townseud ;  1879- 
1883,  Walter  A.  Wood;  1887-1889,  Edward  W.  Greenman;  1889-1803,  John  A. 
Ouackenbush;  1895-1897,  Frank  S.  Black. 

United  States  Senator.  —  Edward  Murphy,  jr. ,  January  1  7,  1892,  to  the  present 
time. 

Justices  oe  the  Supremic  Court,  Third  District,  from  Rensselaer  County.—- 
George  Gould;  November  0,  1855;  Charles  R.  Ingalls,  November  3,  1803;  Edgar  L. 
Fui'sman,  January  1,  1890. 

Circuit  Juduic. — John  P.  Cushman,  February  9,  1838. 
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Regents  of  the  University  from  Rensselaer  County. — March  28,  1796,  Rev. 
Jonas  Coe;  February  is,  1803,  Charles  Selden;  April  2,  18550,  John  P.  Cushman; 
February  18,  1839,  Joseph  Russell;  March  24,  3.842,  David  Fuel;  April  29,  1809,  John 

A.  Griswold;  April  24,  is?:!,  Martin  I.  Townsend. 

United  Statics  Officials  Residing  in  Rensselaer  County. — William  L.  Marcy, 
secretary  of  war  in  the  cabinet  of  President  Fierce,  and  secretary  of  state  in  the 
cabinet  of  President  Buchanan.     John  M.  Francis,  minister  to  Greece 

United  States  District  Attorney. — 1879-1885,  Martin  1.  Townsend. 

State  Officers  Residing  in  Rensselaer  County. — 1793,  Robert  Woodworth, 
council  of  appointment ;  1704,  Zina  Hitchcock,  council  of  appointment;  1798,  Moses 
Vail,  council  of  appointment ;  1804,  John  Woodworth,  attorney-general;  1821,  1823, 
William  L.  Marcy,  adjutant-general;  1823,  William  L. 'Marcy,  comptroller;  182f>, 
1831,  Joseph  1).  Seldon,  canal  appraiser;  1829,  William  L.  Marcy,  puisne  judge; 
1829,  1831,  William  L.  Marcy,  justice  of  the  supreme  court;  1830,  George  R.  Davis, 
bank  commissioner;  1832,  1834,  |M3<>,  William  L.  Marcy,  governor;  1836,  Caleb 
Mriggs,  geological  survey,  1836,  James  Hall,  geological  survey;  1848,  George  V, 
Huddleston,  surgeon-general;  1850,  John  C.  Mather,  canal  commissioner;  18.V!, 
Gardner  Stow,  attorney  general ;  1859,  Thomas  Clowes,  State  assessor;  I860,  Thomas 

B.  Carroll,  canal  appraiser;  18(18,  James  S.  Thayer,  new  capitol  commissioner;  1874, 
Francis  S.  Thayer,  auditor  canal  department;  1874,  Adin  Thayer,  canal  commis- 
sioner; 1879,  Henry  L.  Lamb,  acting  superintendent  of  banking;  1880,  Joseph  F>. 
Can*,  secretary  of  state;  1882,  Charles  E.  Patterson,  speaker  of  the  assembly;  1S8!), 
Edward  Hannan,  superintendent  of  public  works;  1890,  Martin  [.  Townsend,  mem- 
ber of  judiciary  commission ;  1888,  John  Sherry,  manager  Hudson  River  State  hos- 
pital at  Poughkeepsie;  1891,  Martin  Schenck,  state  engineer  and  surveyor;  1893, 
Gilbert  Robertson,  jr.,  member  of  State  board  of  mediation  and  arbitration;  1895, 
Francis  N.  Mann,  manager  of  Hudson  River  State  hospital  at  Poughkeepsie;  1894, 
David  M.  Green,  member  of  commission  to  devise  charters  for  cities  of  the  third 
class. 

Members  ok  Conventions  to  Revise  the  Constitution. — 1.801,  Cornelius  Lansing. 
Jonathan  Niles,  William  W.  Reynolds,  Jonathan  Rouse,  John  Ryan,  [acob  Yates. 
IS21,  (irah  Raker.  David  Fuel,  jr.,  James  L.  Hogeboom,  John  Reeve.  |ohn  \Y. 
Woods.  1816,  William  11.  Van  Sehoonhoven,  Perry  Warren,  A  brain  Witbeck. 
18ti7,  lonathan  I'.  Armstrong,  David  L.  Seymour,  Martin  I.  Townsend,  [ohn  M. 
Francis.  1872-1873  (commission),  Cordelius  L.  Tracy,  George  C,  Burdetl.  1894, 
William  J.  Roche,  John  M.  Francis. 

Following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  representatives  in  the  .State  As- 
sembly from  Rensselaer  county,  from  the  first  session  of  the  Legislature 
to  the  present  time :  1 

1792. — Jonathan  Frown,  John  Knickerbacker,  John  W.  Sehermerhorn.  Thomas 
Sickles,  Moses  Vail. 

'  Rensselaer  county  remaining  a  part  oC  Albany  count  y  unl  il  the  fifteenth  session  of  I  he  Stale 
Legislature  in  l"UI,  tliu  representatives  from  this  county  are  included  in  Hie  Albany  eounty  list 
up  to  the  close  of  that  year.   The  names  are  copied  from  the  New  York  State  Civil  List, 
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17!)2-17!):S. —  Benjamin  Hicks,  Christopher  Hutton,  Josiah  Masters,  Jonathan  Niles, 
Nicholas  Staats. 

1794. — Jonathan  Brown,  Benjamin  Hicks,  Ilosea  Mollit,  Jonas  Odel,  Thomas 
Sickles. 

17115. — Jonathan  Brown,  Daniel  Gray,  Benjamin  Hicks,  Ilosea  Mollit,  Jacob  C. 
Schermerhorn. 

1790. — Jolm  Bud,  David  Gray,  Rowland  Hall,  John  Knickerbocker,  jr. 
171)0-171)7. — John  Bird,  John  Carpenter,  Jacob  A.  Fort,  Daniel  Gray,  James  Mc- 
Kown,  Hosea  Mollit. 

1798.— John  Bird,  Jacob  Fort,  Daniel  Gray,  Jonathan  Hoag,  Hosea  Mollit,  Israel 
Thompson. 

1798-1799. — Jacob  A.  Fort,  Daniel  Gray,  Jonathan  Hoag,  Cornelius  Lansing,  John 
W.  Schermerhorn,  John  1.  Van  Rensselaer. 

1800.— -Jacob  A.  Fort,  Daniel  Gray,  James  McKown,  Josiah  Masters,  John  VV. 
Schermerhorn,  George  Tibbits 

1800-1801. — Jonathan  Brown,  [ohn  Lovett,  James  McKown,  [osiah  Masters,  Hosea 
Mollit,  John  IS.  Van  Alen. 

18D2. — John  Carpenter,  Jacob  A.  Fort,  John  Green,  Burton  Hammond,  John  Knick- 
erbacker,  jr.,  John  Stevens. 

1803. — John  Green,  Jonathan  Rouse,  John  Ryan,  John  Wood  worth. 

1  SOI . — Asa  Mann,  Jonathan  Rouse,  Charles  Selden,  William  Steward,  Samuel 
V ary,  jr. 

1804-1805. — Jonathan  Burr,  James  L.  Hogeboom,  Nehemiah  King,  Asa  Mann, 
John  Ryan. 

180(5. — Jonathan  Niles,  William  W.  Reynolds,  John  Ryan,  Nicholas  Staats,  Jatob 
Yates. 

1807.  — Gilbert  Eddy,  Asa  Maun,  William  W.  Reynolds,  Robert  Wood  worth,  Adam 
Yates. 

1808.  — James  L.  Hogeboom,  Ebenezer  Jones,  Adam  Yates,  Jacob  Yates. 
1808-1809.  —  Derick  Lane,  Henry  Piatt,  Cornelius  [.  Schermerhorn,  Israel  Shepard. 

1810.  — Timothy  Leonard,  Henry  Piatt,  Cornelius  I.  Schermerhorn,  Jeremiah 
Sehuvler. 

1811.  William  M.  Bliss,  Daniel  Hull,  jr.,  Cornelius  1.  Schermerhorn,  Cornelius 
Van  Vechten. 

1812.  — George  Gardner,  Stephen  Gregory,  Abraham  L.  Viele,  Stephen  Warren. 
1812-181;!.  — David  Allen,  James  II.  Ball,  John  Carpenter,  jr.,  John  Stevens. 
1814.— William  Bradley,  Burton  Hammond,  Bethel  Mather,  Barent  Van  VIeck. 
1814-  1815.  —  David  Allen,  Henry  A.  Lake,  Jacob  A.  Ten  ISyck,  Zebulou  Scriven. 
1816. — Job  Greene,  David  E.  Gregory,  Herman1  Knickerbacker,  Samuel  I.  McChes- 

ney,  Samuel  Milliman. 

1810-1817.  —  Daniel  Carpenter',  John  D.  Dickinson,  Burton  Hammond,  Henry  Piatt, 
Ebenezer  W.  Walbridge. 

1818. — Abijah  Bush,  Andrew  Finch,2  Myndert  Groesbeck,  Cornelius  I.  Schermer- 
horn, Munson  Smith,  Thomas  Tin  ner. 

1  Occasionally  spelled  Harmon  in  I  ho  old  records. 

-  Contested  by  Cornelius  1.  Sclicnneiiiorn,  who  succeeded  February 
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1819,  — George  R.  Davis,  Andrew  Finch,  Henry  Piatt,  Daniel  Simmons,  Stephen 
Warren. 

1820.  — John  Babcock,  David  Doolittle,  William  C.  Elmore,  George  Tibbits,  Ebe- 
nezer  W.  Walbridge. 

1820-1821.— William  C.  Barber,  Richard  1'.  Hart,  William  B.  Slocum,  Calvin 
Thompson,  John  Van  Alstyne. 

1822. —  Daniel  Gray,  James  Jones,  Harper  Rogers,  Levi  Rumsey,  Gardner  Tracy. 
18253. — Joseph  Case,  Gilbert  Eddy,  Chester  Griswold,  Stephen  Warren. 
1K24. — Caleb  Carr,  Henry  Dubois,  .Martin  Van  Alstyne,  Stephen  Warren. 

1825.  — John  Carpenter,  Jacob  C.  Lansing,  Penner  Palmer,  John  G.  Van  Alstyne. 

1826.  — Robert  Collins,  Augustus  Pilley,  John  p.  Groesbeck,  William  Pierce. 

1827.  — Jeremiah  Dauchy,  John  Defreest,  jr.,  Reuben  Halstead,  Henry  Piatt. 

1828.  — Samuel  S.  Cheever,  Alonzo  G.  Hammond,  William  Peirce,  Joseph  Wads- 
worth. 

182!).— Nathaniel  Burnett,  jr.,  Martin  Defreest,  William  P.  Heermans,  Henry 
Mallery. 

lS;it).  —  Abial  Buchanan,  George  R.  I  >a\  is,  Ziba  Hewitt,  Abraham  C.  Lansing. 

1831.  — George  R.  Davis,  Chester  Griswold,  Martin  Springer,  Aaron  Worthington. 

1832.  — Hosea  Bennett,  Henry  J.  Genet,  John  C.  Kemble,  Nicholas  M.  Masters. 

1833.  — William  1'.  Haskins,  Alonzo  G.  Hammond,  John  1.  Kittle,  Seth  l'arsons. 
1834  — Archibald  Bull,  Smith  Germond,  Nicholas  B.  Harris,  James  Vates. 
1835. — Chester  Griswold,  Jacob  W.  Lewis,  Daniel  Simmons,  Martin  .Springer. 
1830.  —  David  L.  Seymour,  Alexandei  ( ).  Spencer,  John  J.  Viole,  Nathan  West. 

1837.  —  Randall  Brown,  .Alexander  Bryan,  Abraham  Van  Tuyl. 

1838.  — He/.ekiah  Hull,  Jacob  A.  Ten  Eyck,  James  Wallace. 
1831).— Richard  I'.  Merrick,  Day  O.  Kellogg,  Gideon  Reynolds. 

18-10. —  Garrurdus  Deyoe,  Samuel  W.  Hoag,  William  11.  Van  Schoonhoven. 

184  I.  —Claudius  MofHt,  John  Tilley,  William  II.  Van  Sclioonhoven. 

1842. — George  R.  Davis,  Martimis  Lansing,  Silas  W.  Waite. 

1ST!. — George  K.  Davis,  Samuel  Douglas,  Henry  Vandenburgh. 

is  I  I,    John  L.  Cole,  George  1'..  Warren,  Jonathan  K.  Whipple. 

ISI.)     I  Ion  rv  Botis,  R\or  I  loerniaiK'o,  William  11.  Van  Sehoonhovon 

IS. Hi.     Homy  Z,  I  l.ivner,  Samuel  M.  Clellau,  Justus  Nolton. 

ISI7.     |ose|)h  Gregory,  Amos  K.  lladley,  David  S.  McNainara. 

18-18. 1  —Amos  K.  lladley,'-'  George  T.  Denison,  George  W.  Glass. 

1ST). — Amos  K.  lladley,  Benajah  Allen,  William  II.  Budd. 

1850.  -  George  Lesley,  Edward  1 '.  Pickett,  Lansing  Sheldon. 

1851.  —  George  Lesley,  William  Russell,  Oliver  C.  Thompson. 

1852.  —  Jonas  C,  Heart!,11  Albert  K.  Richmond,  William  II.  Derrick. 

1853.  — Jason  C.  Osgood,  Charles  B,  Stratton,  Peter  G.  Ten  Eyck. 

1854.  — Jonathan  Edwards,  Lyman  Wilder,  George  Brust. 

1  Undci  the  constitution  of  I8l(i  the  county  was  divided  into  districts,  from  each  of  which  one 
member  of  Assembly  was  elected,  't  he  names  of  the  members  given  after  the  above  dale  are 
arranged  to  correspond  with  the  districts  in  their  numerical  order, 

2  Also  speaker  of  the  Assembly,      'Also  .peaker. 
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1855.  — Jonathan  Edwards,  Nicholas  M.  Masters,  Edmund  Cole. 

1856.  — George  Van  Santvoord,  Augustus  Johnson,  Sanford  A,  Tracy. 
1S57.  —  Darius  Allen,  Volney  Richmond,  Ebenezer  S.  Strait. 

1858.  — J.  C.  Osgood,  Daniel  Fish,  Martin  Miller. 

1859.  — Thomas  Coleman,  Henry  B.  Clark,  Anson  Bingham. 

1800.  — Thomas  Coleman,  [ames  Culver,  Anson  Bingham. 

1801.  — Charles  J.  Saxe,  L.  Chandler  Ball,  Anson  Bingham. 

1802.  — Charles  J.  Saxe,  David  G.  Maxon,  Sylvester  VVaterbury. 
1808. — James  McKeon,  John  A.  Quackenbush,  Ebenezer  S.  Strait. 

1804.  — James  McKeon,  George  W.  Banker,  James  Dearstyne. 

1805.  — George  C.  Burdett,  Robert       Hasbrouck,  Matthew  V.  A.  Fonda. 
1800. — James  S.  Thorn,  Marshall  F.  White,  Eleazer  Wooster. 

1867.— William  Gurley,  Marshall  E.  White,  Eleazer  Wooster. 

1808.  — John  L.  Plagg,  Jared  A.  Wells,  Harris  B.  Howard. 

1809.  — John  L.  Plagg,  Edward  Akin,  Harris  B.  Howard. 

1870.  — John  L.  Flagg,  Eugene  Hyatt,  J.  Thomas  Davis. 

1871.  — John  L.  Flagg,  Horace  (J.  Gilford,  Sylvester  VVaterbury. 

1872.  — Jason  C.  Osgood,  John  L.  Snyder,  Castle  W.  Merrick. 

1873.  — William  V.  Cleary,  John  1..  Snyder,  Castle  W.  Herrick. 

1874.  — William  V.  Cleary,  Robert  Dickson,  Jacob  M.  Whitbcek. 
1-875. — : William  \r.  Cleary,  Williani  F.  Taylor,  Jacob  M.  Whitbcek. 
KSTli.  —  William  V.  Cleary,  William  F.  Taylor,  Thomas  B,  Simmons. 
1877.— John  II.  Burns,  John  J.  Filkin,  William  11.  Sliter. 

1S7H.  -John  II.  Burns,  Solomon  V.  R.  Miller,  William  II.  Sliter. 
187!). — Francis  N.  .Mann,  Jr.,  Eli  Perry,  Thomas  B.  Simmons. 

1880.  — La  Mott  W.  Rhodes,  Albert  C.  Comstock,  Barnis  C.  Strait. 

1881.  — Charles  E.  Patterson,  Richard  A.  Derrick,  Barnis  C.  Strait. 

1882.  — Charles  10.  Patterson,1  Richard  A.  Derrick,  Rufus  Sweet 
188!}.—  William  V.  Cleary,  Richard  A.  Derrick,  Rufus  Sweet. 
188-L— James  P.  Hooley,  Sylvan  us  D.  Locke,  William  T.  Mills. 
1SS5. —  James  P.  Hooley,  Eugene  L.  Deniers,  Charles  C.  Lodewick. 
ISSii     Michael  P.  Collins,  Eugene  P.  I  >entei  s,  riiotnas  l>icks..u 
ins;.    Mich, ud  F.  Collins,  1.  Irving  Baucus,  James  Ryan,  jr. 

18SS. — George  O'Noil,  1.  Irving  Baucus,  |ames  Ryan,  jr. 
188',). — George  O'Neil,  Joseph  S.  Saunders,  James  Ryan,  jr. 
1890.— James  M.  Riley,  Joseph  S.  Saunders,  John  W.  McKnight. 
18U1.—  James  M.  Riley,  Levi  IC.  Worden,  John  W.  MeKniglil. 
1892. — James  M.  Riley,  Levi  E.  Worden,  John  [.  Cassin. 
189*5. — William  M.  Keenan,  John  M.  Chambers,  John  J.  Cassin 

1894.  —William  M.  Keenan,  John  M.  Chambers,  John  J  Cassin. 

1895.  — John  T.  Norton,  |ohn  M.  Chambers,  John  J.  Cassin. 
1890.— John  T,  Norton,  Edward  McGraw,  George  Anderson. 

S'I'A'i'E    Sl'.NAToKS    I'Rom     RlCNSSKLAKK    Col/NTY. —  179S5-I790,    Robert    Wood  worth 

1797-1798,  Moses  Vail;  1799-1802,  Ebenezer  Foote;  1802,  Christopher  Ilutton ;  1804- 
1807,  John  Woodworth;  1808-1811,  Charles  Selden;  1812-181.5,  Ruggles  Hubbard 


1  Als.  spi  iikci'  'i|  the  assembly. 
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1815-1818.  George  Tibbits;  1820-1822,  Thomas  F rothingham ;  1834-1836,  John  C. 
Kemble;  1841  1844,  Henry  W.  Strong;  1846-1847.  W.  H.  Van  Schoonh'oven ;  1848- 
1849,  Albeit  k.  Fox;  1800  1851,  Tin, mas  1-5.  Carroll;  1852-1853,  W.  11.  Vau  Schoon- 
hoven;  1854-1855,  Flisha  N.  Pratt;  1856-1857,  Amos  Briggs;  1858-1859,  John  I). 
Willard;  1860-1864,  Vblney  Richmond;  1864-1865,  Frederick  II.  Hastings;  1868- 
1871,  Francis  S.  Thayer;  1874-1875,  Roswcll  A.  Parmenter;  1876-1877,  Thomas 
Coleman;   1880-1881,  Isaac  V.  Baker,  jr. ;   1882-188:;,  Charles  L.  MacArthur;  1884- 

1887,  Albert  C.  Comstock;  1888-1895,  Michael  F.  Collins;  1896  -,  Le  Grand  C. 

Tibbits. 

Following  is  a  statement  of  the  several  incorporated  companies  liable 
to  taxation  in  Rensselaer  county  in  the  year  IS90: 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  RENSSELAER  COUNTY. 
RliVlSKl)  I1Y  I  Ins.  Maktin  I.  Townsicnd. 

The  legal  profession  is  venerable  with  age  anil  illustrious  w  ith  honor. 
Every  civilized  nation,  every  state  lias  produced  lawyers  of  renown, 
some  fur  their  profound  learning  in  legal  lore,  some  for  their  brilliancy 
in  oratory;  some  both  for  great  knowledge  and  masterful  eloquence. 
It  may  truthfully  be  said  ol  the  bar  of  Rensselaer  county  that  its  repre- 
sentatives have  attained  prominence  in  all  these  spheres.  It  has  sent 
to  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  some  of  the  most  profoundly 
learned  and  wisest  judges;  and  it  has  produced  some  of  the  most  elo- 
quent pleaders  who  ever  stood  before  the  bar  of  justice  in  this  county. 

The  history  of  the  bench  and  bar  of  Rensselaer  count)'  dates  back  to 
the  earliest  days  of  the  county,  In  an  address  delivered  b.y  the  lion. 
Martin  I.  Townsend,  on  the  occasion  of  the  celebration  of  the  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  naming  of  the  city  of  Troy,  held  in  that  city  in 
January,  1SS'.),  that  distinguished  lawyer  said: 

Tiny  was  a  mere  hamlet  ai  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century,  although  her 
population  was  steadily  growing  ami  the  intellectual  fibre  nl  her  lawyers  strengthen- 
ing ami  preparing  to  vindicate  in  the  third  decade  their  right  in  lake  rank  with  the 
tmemnsi  ininds  m  i he  State  Before  IS20  |ohn  Woodwortli  had  been  culled  10 
Albany  to  nil  the  olliee  of  allot  ney-general,  ami  at  about  that  time  William  I..  Marcy 
was  also  called  there  in  Ml  the  position  of  .idjutanl-general. 

Under  the  constitution  nl'  1831,  which  continued  in  force  until  1847,  fohn  Wood- 
worth  ami  William  L.  Mares'  were  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court, then  the  only  court 
of  review  below  I  he  court  fur  I  he  correction  of  errors.  J  ohn  1 '.  Cash  man  and  Nathan 
Williams,  who  had  studied  law  and  commenced  its  practice  here,  but  who  hail  removed 
to  Utiea,  held  the  office  of  circuit  judge  under  the  same  constitution.  William  I.. 
Marcy  was  also  United  States  senator,  governor  of  the  State,  secretary  of  war  and 
secretary  of  state.  Under  the  constitution  <>f  18-17  Oeorgo  Gould  and  Charles  R. 
I  n  gal  Is  have  been  just  ices  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  first  judges  of  our  Court  of  Common  Pleas  under  the  constitution  of  IS'.'i  were 
David  Bud,  jr.,  from  1825  to  1828;  Herman  Knickerbocker  from  1828  to  1838,  and 
George  R.  1  >avis  from  1S;18  until  the  constitution  of  1847  took  effect.  Isaac  McConihe, 
Archibald  Bull,  Francis  N.  Mann  and  Jeremiah  Romeyn  were  judges  of  that  court. 
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The  judges  of  our  Court  of  Common  I 'leas  before  the  constitution  of  1821  were 
Anthony  Ten  Eyck,  Robert  Wood  worth,  lames  L.  Hogeboom  and  J » >^,i^ili  Masters. 

Our  coun.ty  judges  since  J8-17  have  been  Charles  C.  Parmele,  Archibald  Bull,  Jere- 
miah Ronlcyn,  Gilbert  Robertson,  jr.,  15.  Smith  Strait,  James;  Forsyth  and  the  pres- 
ent incumbent,  Judge  Edgar  L,  Fursman.  The  surrogates  of  the  county  have  been 
Moss  Kent,  John  Woodworth,  Jeremiah  Osborne,  David  Allen,  William  McManus, 
Thomas  Clowes,  Philip  Viele,  Job  Pierson,  Cornelius  L.  Trticyj  Stephen  Reynolds, 
George  T.  Blair,  Robert  IT,  McClellau,  15.  Smith  Strait,  Moses  Warren  and  William 
Lord,  the  present  incumbent. 

The  legal  profession  of  Troy  has  furnished  the  following  members  of  Congress; 
Moss  Kent,  John  Bird,  John  I'.  Cushman,  William  McManus,  John  D.  Dickinson, 
Job  Pierson,  Hiram  1'.  Hunt,  David  D.  Seymour,  Abram  D.  Olin  and  Martin  I. 
Town  send  Of  State  senators  the  lawyers  of  our  city  have  furnished  the  following: 
Moss  Kent,  Robert  Woodworth,  John  Woodworth,  Henry  W.  Strong,  Rugglcs  Hub- 
bard, John  D.  Willard,  William  II.  Van  Schoonhoven,  Rosvvell  A.  Parmenter,  and 
we  probably  have  the  right  to  in  elude  amongst  us  the  1 1  on.  Albert  C.  Comstock,  who 
has  recently  tilled  thai  position.  Our  profession  has  furnished  the  following  mem- 
bers of  assembly:  folin  Bird,  John  Woodworth,  Robert  Woodworth,  George  R. 
I  >avis,  Archibald  Bull,  David  L.  Seymour,  William  II.  Van  Schoonhoven,  Henry  Z. 
Hayner,  Amos  K.  Hadley,  George  Van  Santvoord,  John  D.  Plagg,  Francis  N.  Mann, 
jr.,  Da  Molt  W.  Rhodes  and  Charles  15.  Patterson.  Of  these  George  R.  Davis  was 
three  times  speaker,  and  Amos  K.  Hartley  and  Charles  15.  Patterson  once  each. 
The  Hon.  Miles  Beach  is  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  city  of  New 
York.  The  lion.  Abram  D.  Oliu  was  for  many  years  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  District  ol  Columbia,  and  Henry  '/.  Hayner  was  chid  justice  of  the  territory  of 
Minnesota  from  its  organization  until  its  admission  as  a  State. 

In  his  review  of  the  life,  services  and  characteristics  of  the  lion. 
David  L.  Seymour,  one  ol  the  lawyers  oJ  the  county  who  stood  in  the 
lore  front  of  his  profession,  .Mr.  Townsend  said: 

His  birthplace  was  Wetherslield,  in  tin  State  of  Connecticut.  .  .  .  lie  pur- 
sued a  lull  eourse  ol  slud\  at  Vale  college,  and  graduated  with  high  honor  in  the 
class  oi  is'.'ii.  ...  In  is:;u  he  removed  to  Troy  and  commenced  the  practice  of 
law  in  partnership  with  the  Hon.  |ohn  P.  Cushman,  the  distinguished  juris!  of  our 
city.  That  tireless  labor  so  characteristic  of  Mr.  Seymour's  life,  aided  by  a  clear, 
forcible,  dignified  and  eloquent  manner  of  discussion,  soon  gave  him  a  prominent 
position  at  the  bar,  and  in  a  few  years  ho  came  to  take  rank  with  the  leading  lawyers 
oi  the  country.  .  .  .  lie  was  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Legislature  of  18:56, 
and  was  elected  a  menibei  of  Congress  in  1842.  In  the  Congress  to  which  he  had 
been  chosen  he  was  selected  from  the  Stale  of  New  York  to  represent  that  State  on 
the  committees  on  ways  and  means,  and  as  a  member  of  that:  committee  he  won  a 
high  character  foi  industry,  erudition  and  statesmanship,  ami  secured  for  himself  a 
very  prominent  position  in  our  great  national  council.  .  .  .  Mr.  Seymour's  sym- 
pathies were  essentially  democratic.  So  strongly  was  he  imbued  with  such  senti- 
ments that  in  the  fall  ol  islti,  when  the  proposition  was  before  the  State  to  extend 
the  right  of  su  It  rage  to  colored  men ,  in  .  speel  i  ve  of  proper)  v  ipiali Ileal  ions,  he  voted 
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for  that  measure,  although  his  so  doing  was  deemed  disadvantageous  to  the  1  >emo- 
cratie  party,  with  which  he  acted,  and  it  was  on  that  occasion  that  lie  uttered  the 
expression:  "I  will  not  stand  up  before  my  God  and  deny  to  any  other  man  any 
right  which  I  claim  for  myself."  .  .  .  Mr.  Seymour  was  essentially  a  great  man  ; 
great  not  only  in  his  persuasive  and  effective  oratory  and  the  gifts  of  God,  but  great 
from  the  acquisitions  of  a  diligent  and  studious  life.  As  an  erudite  and  tireless 
lawyer  he  had  few  equals.  .  .  .  Mr.  Seymour,  although  well  aware  o£  his  own 
powers,  as  he  must  have  been  from  the  knowledge  which  he  acquired  in  comparing 
himself  with  others  in  the  conflicts  in  which  he  from  time  to  lime  was  necessarily 
engaged,  never  for  a  moment  became  over-confident,  and  never,  on  any  occasion, 
obtruded  himself  or  his  opinions  when  not  fairly  called  to  do  so  by  duty  or  propriety. 

In  his  private  relations  of  life  he  has  left  a  name  without  a  moral  stain. 

Mr.  Seymour  was  a  scholar  as  well  as  a  lawyer  and  politician.  .  .  .  At  the 
time  of  Mr.  Seymour's  death,  which  occurred  in  the  fall  of  1807,  he  was  a  member 
of  the  convention  called  to  revise  the  constitution  of  the  Stale.  He  occupied  a  very 
prominent  position  in  that  body,  and  but  for  the  severe  labor  he  imposed  upon  him- 
self there  he  might  have  been  long  spared  to  his  city  and  to  his  family,  whom  he 
idolized  and  who  idolized  him.  lie  had  nearly  attained  the  age  ol  II I  years.  Ilisloss 
was  felt  most  severely  by  his  friends,  by  the  profession  and  by  the  State  at  huge. 
Hut  he  passed  from  us  in  the  full  maturity  of  his  powers,  and  before  lime  had  tar- 
nished the  brilliancy  of  those  faculties  which  have  rarely  been  equalled —  very  seldom 
surpassed. 

Of  the  Hon.  William  Learned  Marcy,  Benjamin  H.  Hall,  on  the 
same  occasion,  said: 

Brightest  and  highest  among  those  whom  Troy  claims  as  her  own  standstill.'  name 
of  William  Learned  Marcy.  lie  was  the  son  of  a  farmer  and  born  at  Soutlibridge, 
in  the  southern  part  of  Worcester  county,  Mass.,  December  I'-,  17b(i.  Mis  studies 
were  wisely  conducted,  and,  al  ter  pursuing  a  preparatory  course,  lie  was  admitted  a 
student  at  Brown  university,  whence  lie  was  graduated  ill  the  year  I80S.  lu  the 
same  year  he  came  to  Troy  and  commenced  the  study  o£  law  in  the  office  of  William 
M.  I  Miss,  who  at  thai  tunc  was  the  lies!  informed  lawyer  in  the  village,  and  who 
several  years  after  continued  lu  be,  as  he  bad  been  for  sonic  time  before,  the 
fountain  ol  legal  practice  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maicv  sub- 
sequently read  law  with  |ohn  Russell,  another  lawyer  of  repute,  ill  the  early  days  of 
Troy,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1811,  An  interest  in  the  politics  of  I  he  nation 
was  developed  in  his  youth;  his  approval  of  the  foreign  policy  of  Jefferson  and 
Madison  was  pronounced  and  open,  and  he  became  a  warm  and  eager  defender  of 
their  administration  of  public  affairs.  Fully  believing  it  to  be  his  duty  to  defend  by 
his  sword  the  principles  maintained  in  discussion,  he,  with  many  other  citizens  of 
Troy,  volunteered  his  services  to  Governor  Tompkins  to  repress  the  insolent  aggres- 
sions of  Great  Britain.  .  .  .  A  Democratic  Council  of  Appointment,  in  [anuary, 
1815,  removed  De  Witt  Clinton  from  the  mayoralty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  as  a 
political  measure,  and  now  Mr.  Clinton,  having  attained  the  ascendancy  ill  the 
Council  of  Appointment,  caused  the  removal  of  Mr.  Marcy  from  the  recordership  of 
Troy  on  similar  grounds,  and  de  ignated  one  of  his  friends  to  till  that  position  on 
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June  Hi,  1818.  .  .  .  About  this  time  Mr.  Marcy  formed  a  law  partnership  with 
the  late  [aeob  L.  Lane,  which  continued  during'  tlie  remainder  of  his  abode  in  Troy. 
<  )n  February  21,  1821,  he  was  made  adjutant  general  of  the  State,  which  position 
he  held  for  two  years.  In  the  spring  of  1821  he  was  again  appointed  recorder  of  the 
city  of  Troy,  and  served  as  such  for  two  years  also.  (  In  February  13,  1823,  he  was 
appointed  comptroller  of  the  State,  and  sunn  after  removed  from  Troy  and  took  up 
his  residence  in  Albany.  Me  continued  in  the  oil  ice  of  comptroller  for  six  years,  and 
during  the  same  period  was  a  regent  of  the  University.  During  IN',".)  and  1830  he- 
was  an  assistant  just  ice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  was  appointed  United 
States  senator  on  February  I,  1831 ,  and  held  this  position  until  December  31,  1831, 
whe  n  he  resigned  it  in  order  to  become  governor  of  the  Slate.  For  three  terms,  and 
until  the  end  of  1838,  he  served  in  this  capacity,  having  been  defeated  for  a  fourth 
term  by  William  H,  Seward,  He  was  secretary  of  war  during  the  presidency  of 
James  K.  Polk,  and  secretary  of  state  under  President  Franklin  Pierce. 

It  may  be  safely  said  that  the  American  republic  has  produced  few  minds,  if  any, 
superior  to  that  of  our  Trojan  statesman,  William  L.  Marcy. 

Mr.  [Tall  in  referring  to  the  work  of  John  Paine  Cnshman,  said: 

Pom  at  Pomfret,  in  Connecticut,  on  March  S,  1784,  and  springing  from  an  ances- 
try that  blossomed  in  this  land  from  the  Mayflower  of  the  Pilgrims,  he  was  true  to 
the  heritage  of  worth  which  was  his  own  peculiai  possession.  1  laving  graduated  at 
Yale  college  in  1807,  he  soon  after  began  the  study  of  law  at  the  celebrated  law 
school  at  Litchfield,  Conn.,  .  .  .  and  after  remaining  there  about  a  year  was 
admitted  to  practice  law  in  the  courts  of  his  native  State.  He  subsequently  read 
law  in  the  oflice  of  the  venerable  Abraham  Van  Vechten  of  Albany,  but  finally  fixing 
his  residence  in  Troy  in  the  year  1801),  spent  a  brief  period  in  legal  study  in  the  oflice 
of  William  M.  Pliss,  and  soon  alter  commenced  practice  m  the  courts  of  this  State. 

At  the  age  of  thirty-two,  having  received  a  nomination  as  representative  in 
Congress  from  the  Renssehiei  district,  he  was  elected  to  that  position  and  held  it 
from  March  4,  1817,  to  March  4,  1811).  .  .  .  His  knowledge  of  the  law  received 
recognition  in  his  election  as  recorder  of  Troy  in  IS :;!,  which  position  he  held  until 
ISliS,  when  ho  was  appointed  circuit  jtidv>o  ol  the  thud  circuit.  .  .  In  addition 
to  the  offices  held  by  him  already  named,  he  was  a  regenl  ol  the  University  ol  the 
State  of  New  York  from  is: ill  to  is:it,  and  was  a  trustee  of  Union  college. 

R.oswell  A.  I'arm enter,  in  commenting  upon  the  services  of  the  Hun. 
William  A.  1  teach,  said  : 

In  his  professional  career  William  A.  Beach  survived  three  epochs.  While,  com- 
paratively speaking,  a  young  practitionei ,  he  attained  the  leadership  of  the  Saratoga 
bar.  In  his  mature  years  and  more  perfected  judgment  he  selected  the  city  of  Troy 
as  the  theatre  of  his  local  practice  of  the  law,  where,  by  common  consent,  he  became 
the  trusted  oracle  of  the  Troy  bar.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  the  city  of  New 
York,  then,  as  now,  the  commercial  metropolis  of  the  western  hemisphere.  There, 
also,  in  the  midst  of  giants  ol  the  profession,  he  again  took  a  front  rank  and  main- 
tained it  with  midimmed  lustre  for  fifteen  years,  w  hen  he  retired  from  the  arena  of 
professional  contest  with  colors  still  Hying  at  masthead,  but  with  a  clear  forecast  of 
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his  own  early  demise.  .  .  .  Whatever  fame  now  belongs  or  shall  be  hereafter 
awarded  to  William  A.  Beach  was  aequ  i  red  by  him  in  Ins  private  capacity,  and  in  the 
ordinary  practice  of  his  professional  life  when  engaged  in  establishing  or  defending 
the  legal  rights  of  others  and  not  of  himself.  .  .  .  Me  demonstrated  the  great 
truth  that  man  at  times  makes  the  circumstances  under  which  he  acquires  distinction 
among  his  fellow  men.  .  .  .  [Ie  possessed  in  a  large  degree  quick  percept  ion, 
sound  judgment,  critical  discrimination  and  an  analytical  mind.  .  .  .  lie  never 
lagged  behind  when  duty  called  him  to  the  front.  That  characteristic  was  eminently 
displayed  by  him  in  the  celebrated  trial  of  Theodore  Tiltou  against  Henry  Waul 
Beecher.  .  .  .  On  either  side  the  array  of  eminent  counsel  w  as  formidable,  but 
their  strength  and  courage  had  become  exhausted,  so  great  had  been  the  labor, 
strain  and  responsibility  imposed  upon  them.  One  oi  them,  however,  faced  the 
closing  ordeal  with  unparalleled  heroism  and  undaunted  resolution.  That  man  was 
William  A.  Beach.  .  .  .  Not  unmindful  of  the  responsibility  here  assumed,  or 
of  the  criticism  it  may  invoke,  I  shall  in  this  presence  firmly  contend,  as  I  do  sin- 
cerely believe,  that  as  an  orator  in  the  judicial  forum  William  A.  Beach  was  the 
peer  of  Demosthenes  or  Cicero,  01  both  combined. 

Of  David  Bull,  jr  ,  Benjamin  H,  Hall  .said: 

He  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Conn. ,  on  <  )ctober  22,  1  IS  I  and  came  to  Troy  when  he 
was  fourteen  years  old,  with  his  lather.  Here  he  prepared  himself  for  college,  and 
was  graduated  at  Williams  in  1  so."..  His  legal  studies  were  pursued  in  Troy  in  the 
office  of  his  brother-in  law  ,  John  Bird,  and  subsequently  at  Albany,  first  with  Dan'iel 
Jones,  then  with  Ml*.  Beers,  and  then  with  the  great  lawyer,  long  beloved  as  the 
"Father  of  the  Bar,"  Abraham  Van  Vechteu.  With  the  latter  he  remained  as  a 
student  until  he  was  admitted  to  Hie  bar  as  an  attorney  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  isns, 
soon  alter  which  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Troy.  ...  In  ISIS 
he  was  appointed  a  judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Rensselaer  count)',  and  on  the 
death  ol  fosiah  Masters  in  18215,  wasmade  first  judge  of  the  same  court,  and  con- 
tinued in  this  position  until  his  resign  at  ion  in  L  828.  1 1  is  high  social  position,  coupled 
with  his  studious  life,  and  his  recognized  ability,  made  him  the  trusted  friend  and 
adviser  of  the  most  prominent  cili  ens  in  thi>  portion  of  the  Stale,  and  hisadvue  and 
direction  wore  eagorlv  sought.  .  .  The  tribute  paid  to  his  great  worth,  his 
scholarly  attainments  and  his  unsullied  career,  is  thus  recorded  by  tine  of  his  sons, 
who  foi  many  years  was  a  member  of  our  profession  and  an  honored  citizen  of  this 
municipality :  "The  united  expression  ol  the  community,  in  the  midst  of  which  he 
passed  a  long  and  honorable  life,  was  one  of  veneration  and  regard  for  a  citizen 
wdiose  life  was  distinguished  by  its  purity  and  'integrity,  not  less  than  l.v  its  high 
intellectual  achievements." 

Of  George  Gould,  Franklin  J.  Parmcnter  said : 

George  Could  was  the  son  ol  that  eminent  jurist  and  legal  instructor,  fames 
Gould,  LL.I.).,  who  kept  the  famous  school  in  Litchfield,  Conn.  Here,  under  the 
paternal  root,  George  Gould  was  born  on  the  2d  ol  September,  1807.  .  .  .  Gould 
graduated  with  distinction  at   Vale  college  in   1827.  .     Sixty  years  ago  our 

city  was  not  so  beautiful  and  attractive  as  il   is  to-day,   nevertheless  at  that  time 
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thither  came  George  Gould,  then  a  handsome  vonng  man  with  twenty-two  years 
sitting  gracefully  upon  an  ample  white  brow  surrounded  by  a  profusion  of  irresistible 
black  curls.  .  .  .  He  formed  his  first  law  partnership  with  the  late  Hon  George 
k.  Davis,  a  gentleman  whom  the  past  generation  held  in  affection  and  esteem  for  his 
pleasant,  genial  companionship  and  for  his  sterling  qualities  as  a  lawyer  and  legis- 
lator. .  .  .  Judge  Gould  continued  in  aetive  practice  at  Lhe  Troy  bar  for  about 
twenty-five  years,  though  for  sonic  years  before  he  left  the  bar  to  assume  the  duties 
of  a  justice  ol  the  Supreme  Court,  his  labors  as  treasurer  and  legal  adviser  of  the 
Troy  and  Boston  Railroad  company,  the  management  ol  the  large  estate  of  his 
father-in  law  [George  Vail],  and  various  other  matters  drew  him  away  from  the 
courts.  But  during  the  period  named  his  industry,  his  classical  scholarship,  his 
quick  perception  of  legal  principles,  his  readiness  to  turn  them  against  an  adversary, 
combined  with  his  great  natural  abilities,  had  brought  him  to  the  front  rank  of  his 
profession.  .  .  .  He  held  various  offices,  more  of  trust  than  of  profit.  Our 
citizens  in  1852  gave  proof  of  their  esteem  and  confidence  by  electing  him  lor  their 
mayor.  .  .  .  When  elevated  to  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  1 855,  (build 
was  an  a'  live  member  of  the  American  party,  to  which  he  was  indebted  lor  his 
nomination.  .  .  .  As  a  judicial  officer  Judge  Gould  has  had  few  superiors,  lie 
brought  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties  a  mature  judgment,  a  ripe  scholarship,  a 
more  than  ordinary  acquaintance  with  the  literature  ol  Greece  and  Rome,  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  law  in  its  multifarious  bearings  and  a  quick  application  of 
its  principles.  ...  In  ISlio  he  conferred  an  enduriug  favor  on  the  bar  of  our 
State  by  editing  and  adapting  to  our  code  his  lather's  celebrated  "Treatise  on  the 
Principles  of  Pleading."  ...  In  the  full  vigor  ol  his  great  mental  powers,  in 
the  sixty-second  year  of  his  age,  at  his  residence  in  Troy,  on  the  III  h  clay  ol  1  )ccem- 
ber,  1808,  this  eminent,  and  much  loved  nun,  peacefully  ami  quietly  and  with  hope 
that  springs  from  a  blameless  and  useful  life,  passed  to  a  higher  court  than  ours. 

John  Wood  worth  was  horn  at  Schodack  November  I'i,  1 708 ;  was 
graduated  I  nun  Vale  college  at  the  age  ol  20  years;  immediately  began 
the-  study  of  law  in  Albany  and  was  admitted  to  tin-  liar  in  171)1,  when 
he  removed  to  Tro\  to  practice  his  profession.  In  I7ii;>  he  was  ap- 
pointed surrogate  and  held  that  otlice  until  liisappointment  as  attorney - 
general  c>t  the  Stale  id  New  York  in  1804.  1 1  e  was  postmaster  I  or  Troy 
from  1797  until  17!)9  and  was  one  of  the  most  influential  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  Troy  library.  Comparatively  early  in  life  he  became  one 
of  the  mcst  distinguished  lawyers  in  the  Slate,  and  on  March  ISlt) 
he  was  honored  by  an  appointment  to  the  Supreme  Court  bench.  In 
later  life  he  removed  to  Albany.,  where  he  died  fitly  1,  1858,  at  the  age 
of  '.to  years,  lie  was  the  author  of  a  historical  wol'k  on  Troy,  which  is 
considered  about  the  most  valuable  of  the  earliest  compilations  of  facts 
and  reminiscences  of  prominent  men  and  things  of  the  city. 

John  Bird  was  the  son  of  Dr.  Seth  Bird  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  a 
graduate  of  Vale  college,     lb  commenced  the  stud}"  of  law  in  L786  and 
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was  admitted  to  practice  in  his  native  State.  In  1704  he  removed  to 
Troy  and  practiced  his  profession  there  with  great  success  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1800.  Ilis  integrity  was  never  questioned 
and  his  character  was  in  all  ways  above  reproach.  Although  he  died 
at  the  earl_\-  age  of  \>7  years,  his  reputation  as  a  lawyer  was  very  high. 
He  was  a  genius  of  high  order.,  a  brilliant  and  impressive  orator,  a 
sharp  debater  and  reasoner  and  frequently  "charming  in  his  display 
of  eli  »quence. " 

John  I).  VVillard,  the  son  of  a  clergyman,  was  born  at  Lancaster,  N. 
II.,  November  4,  1700,  was  educated  at  Dartmouth  college,  where  he- 
was  graduated  at  the  early  age  of  L0  years,  lie  began  the  study  of 
law  in  Chenango  count}',  New  York,  and  completed  it  in  Troy  with 
judge  McConihe,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1826.  A  year  Liter  lie 
was  appointed  surrogate  of  Rensselaer  count)'  by  Governor  I  )e  Witt 
Clinton,  but  the  Senate  refused  to  confirm  the  appointment  lor  politi- 
cal reasons.  In  is:)i  Governor  William  L.  Marcy  appointed  him  judge 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Picas,  an  office  in  which  he  served  for  six 
years.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  voluntarily  retired  to  private  prac- 
tice, lie  was  a  prominent  Mason  and  grand  master  of  the  Grand 
lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York  at  the  time  of  the  memorable  division 
of  the  order.  He  also  edited  theTrov  Sentinel  before  he  became  judge 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Picas.  In  I  857  the  I  >emocrats  sent  him  to  the 
State  Senate,  where  he  served  with  ability.     He  died  October  !),  lSO-k 

Samuel  <!.  Huntington  was  the  son  of  Rev.  linoeh  Huntington  and 
was  born  May  ']  1 ,  1782,  at  Middlctown,  Conn.  lie  was  also  a  nephew 
and  namesake  of  Samuel  Huntington,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Decla- 
ration oi  Independence,  president  ol  the  colonial  congress  and  after- 
wards governor  ol  Connecticut,  lie  was  graduated  from  Vale  college 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  and  a  lew  years  later  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  Middlesex  count)',  Connecticut.  In  1806  he  removed  to  Water- 
ford,  Saratoga  count)',  N.  Y.,  and  in  1.825,  then  a  distinguished  law- 
yer, he  removed  to  Troy,  lie  was  an  authority  on  real  estate  law 
and  his  counsels  were  largely  sought  by  his  contemporaries.  During 
the  term  of  office  of  Governor  Clinton  he  was  made  judge  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  for  Rensselaer  county.     lie  died  July  5,  JS54. 

Rufus  Marsh  Townsend  was  born  August  1,  1.800,  at  Hancock,  .Mass., 
the  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Cynthia  Marsh  Townsend,  and  a  brother  of 
Martin  Ingham  Townsend.  With  his  two  brothers  he  was  fitted  for 
Williams  college  in  his  father's  house  under  private  instructors.  lie 
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was  graduated  from  Williams  in  L830.  After  teaching-  in  an  academy 
at  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  for  one  year  he  removed  to  Troy  and  studied 
law  with  John  P  Cushman  and  David  L.  Seymour,  and  at  the  end  of 
three  years  began  what  proved  to  be  a  very  .successful  practice.  His 
death  occurred  January  14,  1888. 

Francis  Norton  Mann  was  a  native  of  Milton,  Saratoga  county,  where 
he  was  born  June  19,  1.802,  the  son  of  Jeremiah  Mann  and  Lydia  Nor- 
ton, lie  was  educated  at  the  Lansingburgh  academy  and  Union  col- 
lege, being  graduated  from  the  latter  institution  in  1825.  The  follow- 
ing fall  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Ashley  Sampson  and 
John  Dickson  in  Rochester,  then  with  Daniel  Cady  in  Johnstown,  com- 
pleting his  studies  with  Samuel  (!.  Huntington  in  Troy.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1828  and  immediately  opened  an  office  in  Troy. 
After  serving  as  supervisor  and  alderman,  he  was  a  judge  of  the  Court 
of  Common  l'leas  from  1840  to  1845,  and  in  1.847  was  chosen  mayor  of 
Troy,  being  re-elected  three  times  by  increasing  majorities.  During 
his  long  career  he  was  distinguished  for  his  integrity  in  his  professional, 
his  official  and  his  business  life.     lie  died  February  8,  1880. 

Robert  Henry  McCle'llan  was  born  in  Schodack  December  28,  1820, 
and  was  graduated  from  Union  college  in  1845.  He  began  the  study 
of  medicine  in  the  office  of  his  father,  Dr.  Samuel  McClellan,  but  aban- 
doned it  for  the  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  ISIS.  In  L849  he 
went  to  California,  and  in  is,")'!  returned  and  located  at  Nassau.  In 
1851  and  1855  he  served  that  town  as  supervisor,  and  in  the  fall  of  the 
latter  year  was  elected  surrogate  as  the  candidate  of  the  American 
party  In  L80U  he  resumed  his  private  law  practice,  in  Troy,  and 
seven  wars  later  tornied  a  partnership  with  James  Lansing.  Mr.  Mc- 
Clellan was  the  author  ut  a  legal  guide  for  executors,  and  also  a  treatise 
on  practice  in  the  Surrogate's  Court,  and  the  duties  of  executors,  ad- 
ministrators and  guardians.     His  death  occurred  April  21,  1893. 

James  Forsyth  was  horn  in  the  town  of  Peru  (now  Ausable),  N.  Y., 
Septembers.,  1817.  He.  was  educated  at  the  Keeseville  academy  and 
the  University  of  Vermont,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  183!).  lie 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Keeseville  in  184'!,  and  came  to  Troy  the 
following  year  and  formed  a  law  partnership  witl  Hiram  P.  Hunt, 
then  member  ot  congress.  Three  years  later  he  began  to  practice 
alone,  but  subsequently  became  associated  consecutively  with  Charles 
R.  Richards,  Sewall  Sergeant,  Edgar  L.  Fursman  and  Esek  Cowen. 
Governor  Morgan  made  him  chairman  of  the  war  committee  of  Reus- 
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selaer  county  in  1861,  and  by  appointment  of  President  Lincoln  he  was 
provost  marshal  of  this  distinct  from  July  1,  180-4,  to  the  end  of  the 
war.  In  1808  and  1869  he  was  United  States  collector  of  internal 
revenue  in  tin's  district.  Among'  the  other  important  offices  he  Idled 
were  those  of  attorney  and  then  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Rens- 
selaer and  Saratoga  railroad  and  the  Troy  Union  railroad;  director, 
attorney  and  counsel  of  the  Commercial  bank  of  Troy  and  of  the  Troy 
City  National  bank;  president  of  the  Troy  and  West  Troy  Bridge  com- 
pany; trustee  of  the  Union  Trust  company  of  New  York;  trustee  of 
the  Troy  Female  seminar)'  and  of  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  institute, 
and  president  of  the  latter  institution  from  1.868  to  1880.  His  career, 
which  was  in  all  respects  an  honorable  one,  ended  August  10,  1880. 

(iiles  B.  Kellogg,  who  in  his  declining  years  has  removed  to  Ben 
nington,  Vt.,  may  properly  be  classed  among  the  members  of  the 
Rensselaer  county  bar,  for  in  this  county  his  legal  career  began,  and 
we  might  say  ended.  He  is  the  Nestor  of  the  Rensselaer  county  bar. 
Mr.  Kellogg  was  born  at  Williamstown,  Mass.,  March  28,  1808,  and 
was  graduated  from  Williams  college  in  1829  He  studied  law  al 
Salem,  removed  to  Troy  in  1830  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  tw  o  years 
later.  For  ten  years  he  was  editor  of  the  Troy  Northern  Budget  ;  and 
before  the  abolition  of  the  Court  of  Chancer)'  he  was  for  several  years 
a  master  and  examiner  therein.  He  has  also  held  other  positions  of 
trust.  Prom  1808  to  i87S  he  was  a  trustee  of  Williams  college,  and 
for  many  years  was  an  influential  member  of  the  Third  Presbyterian 
church  of  Troy.  He  gave  up  the  practice  of  the  law  February  -J,  1883, 
having  removed  to  Bennington,  Vt.,  his  present  home,  two  years 
previous. 

lvbenezer  Smith  Strait  was  a  native  of  Stephentown,  Rensselaer 
county,  where  he  was  born  May  28,  IS".' I,  the  son  of  Meshach  Strait 
and  Aphia  Smith.  In  184-9,  after  a  three  years'  course  of  study,  he- 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  soon  after  removed  to  Nassau  to  practice, 
lie  represented  his  district  in  the  Assembly  in  1.857  and  1863;  in  ISO? 
he  was  elected  surrogate  ol  Rensselaer  county  and  removed  to  Troy, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death.  February  1,  1871,  he  resigned  the 
surrogateship  to  become  county  judge  to  succeed  the  Hon.  [ereniiah 
Romeyn,  who  had  died,  ami  the  next  fall  was  elected  to  succeed  him- 
self. At  the  expiration  of  his  term  ol  office  in  1.877  he  was  re-elected 
by  a  large  majority.  Judge  Strait  was  always  regarded  as  a  pains- 
taking lawyer  and  a  faithful  and  devoted  servant  to  public  interests. 
He  died  September  7,  188J. 
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Tsaac  Grant  Thompson  was  horn  in  Rensselaer  count}'  in  1840. 
Early  in  life  he  taught  school,  but  later  studied  law  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1 805.  In  18C9  he  became  city  editor  of  the  Troy  Daily 
Press,  at  the  same  time  beginning  the  compilation  of  some  of  his  legal 
treatises.  In  1.870  he  founded  the  Albany  Law  |ournal  and  the  year 
following  began  the  publication  of  the  American  Reports.  lie  contin- 
ued to  edit  the  Albany  Law  Journal  and  American  Reports  tip  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  at  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  V.,  August 
:>(),  L879.  In  the  mean  time  he  wrote  a  treatise  on  the  Law  of  High- 
ways, a  treatise  on  Provisional  Remedies,  edited  an  edition  of  Warren's 
Law  Studies,  supplying  a  chapter  on  the  study  of  Forensic  Eloquence; 
compiled  a  volume  of  National  Bank  Cases,  a  manual  for  supervisors, 
assessors,  town  clerks  and  collectors;  wrote  a  digest  for  the  first 
twenty-four  volumes  of  the  American  Reports,  assisted  in  editing  the 
Supreme  Court  Reports  of  New  York,  which  effected  a  revolution  in 
the  court  reporting  system  in  this  State;  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  engaged  upon  the  most  important  law  treatise  of  his  life,  which  he 
left  unfinished. 

Irving  Lrowne,  now  a  resident  of  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  Rev.  Lewis 
C.  Browne  and  Harriet  Hand,  and  was  born  at  Marshall,  Oneida 
count)',  N.  V.,  September  II,  18U5.  In  L85I5  he  began  the  stud)-  of 
law  in  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Albany  Law  School 
in  1 857.  After  spending  six  months  as  a  law  clerk  in  New  York  city- 
he  entered  into  partnership  with  Kufus  M.  Townsend  and  Martin  I 
Townsend  in  Troy.  These  relations  ceased  in  1878  and  for  over  a  year 
Mi'.  Brown  practiced  alone.  In  the  fall  of  1879,  upon  the  death  of 
Isaac  l  i  run  l  Thompson,  lie  became  the  editor  ol  Hie  Albany  Law  Jour- 
nal, a  position  lie  has  Idled  until  recently  with  great  credit  to  himself 
and  to  the  bonelit  of  thousands  ol'  lawyers  in  every  State  in  the  Union 
and  in  about  every  other  civilized  country.  1 1  e  has  since  removed  to 
Buffalo. 

Thomas  Clowes  was  born  at  Marblehead,  Mass.,  August  5,  1791,  In 
1S0S  he  went  to  live  with  an  uncle  in  the  town  of  Brunswick  and  later 
removed  to  Troy  and  entered  the  law  office  of  Ross  &  McConihe  as  a 
law  student  For  several  years  he  was  owner  and  editor  of  the  Troy 
Northern  Budget.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Troy  by  President 
Taylor,  and  served  fifteen  months.  He  was  subsequently  appointed 
to  the  office  by  President  Lincoln,  and  then  by  President  Johnson,  but 
died  April  9,  I860,  before  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office.  Mr. 
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Clowes  was  surrogate  from  1811  to  1827,  recorder  from  1823  to  !  S ~2 8 , 
county  treasurer  in  lx:i->  and  State  assessor  in  1.849  and  IS,")!).  lie  also 
held  sevei-al  other  offices. 

Levi  Smith  was  born  in  Richford,  Vt,  in  18215,  ami  after  a  brief 
career  as  school  teacher  and  clerk,  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  law 
in  Potsdam,  N.  Y.  lie  came  to  Troy  in  I8l">,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  the  following  year,  forming  a  partnership. with  fob  Pierson.  In 
1851  William  A.  Beach  entered  the  firm,  but  subsequent]}'  both  with- 
drew and  Mr.  Smith  associated  with  him  Edgar  L.  Fursman,  Ksek 
Cowen  and  Charles  D.  Kellum.  Mr.  Smith  and  the  firms  with  which 
he  was  connected  enjoyed  a  large  and  lucrative  practice  and  were  widely 
known.     Mr.  Smith's  death  occurred  March  24,  1892. 

John  L.  Flagg,  born  at  Nashua,  N.  II.,  September  II,  1S35,  died  in 
Troy  May  J  1,  1874,  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  youngest  man  ever 
elected  mayor  of  Troy.  He  was  chosen  to  this  position  in  L8GC5,  at  the 
age  of  31  years,  and  was  re-elected  the  following  year.  lie  was  grad- 
uated from  Harvard  in  185;'  ami  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  I  S,n8,  after 
having  studied  law  in  the  office  of  David  L.  Seymour  of  Troy.  In  18(18, 
1869,  187l)  and  1871  he  represented  his  district  in  the  Assembly. 

John  II.  Colby  was  a  native  of  Troy,  and  was  born  March  27,  1835. 
Upon  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  (  )Hn, 
Geer  &  Colby.  He  succeeded  in  his  chosen  profession,  being  appointed 
city  attorney  of  Troy  early  in  his  career,  and  at  the  age  of  20  years  was 
elected  district  attorney  of  Rensselaer  county.  He  wrote  Colby's 
Criminal  Law  and  Practice,  and  also  published  a  commentary  upon  the 
law  practice  governing  the  disposition  of  surplus  funds  arising  upon 
sales  of  land  under  mortgage  foreclosures.  Mr.  Colby  died  |  an  nary  I, 
188(1. 

[ Ion.  Gilbert  Robertson,  jr.,  came  from  the  best  Scotch  ancestry,  his 
grandfather,  William  Robertson,  having  emigrated  from  Scotland  in 
1772,  and  settled  in  Washington  count)',  N.  V.,  where  he  purchased  a 
large  tract  of  land  and  resided  until  his  death  in  L823.  William  Rob- 
ertson married  Mary  Livingston  of  Greenwich  in  1.775,  and  among 
their  issue  was  Gilbert  Robertson,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Dow,  a  native  of  Scotlan  I,  in  180'.'.  Gilbert 
Robertson,  jr.,  after  attending  the  common  school,  prepared  for  col- 
lege at  the  academy  in  Cambridge,  Washington  county,  and  at  the 
academy  in  Herkimer  in  charge  of  Dr.  Chessel,  then  a  celebrated 
teacher,  and  entered  Union  College  in  1833,  whence  he  was  graduated 
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in  18157.  After  leaving  college  young  Robertson  taught  school  at 
Chatham,  Columbia  count)',  X.  Y.,  for  two  years,  and  in  July, 
entered  the  law  office  of  Crary  &  Fairchild  at  Salem,  and  continued  in 
it  until  November,  1 8-tO,  when  he  removed  to  Troy  and  studied  law 
with  Ilayner  &  Goidd,  then  a  distinguished  firm  <>i  attorneys  and 
counsellors  in  that  city.  lie  was  admitted  to  the  liar  in  1843,  and  at 
once  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  with  Judge  Isaac  McConihe, 
and  ever  since  continued  in  it. 

In  1.843  Mr.  Robertson  was  elected  a  trustee  of  the  public  schools  of 
Troy,  and  served  for  three  years,  originating  many  reforms  in  the  svs- 
tem  then  in  operation,  and  by  his  earnest  advocacy  securing  an  appro- 
priation for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  education  twice  as  large  as 
that  which  heretofore  had  been  devoted  to  that  purpose.  Mr.  Robert- 
son was  one  of  the  earliest  members  of  the  Young  Men's  Association 
of  Troy,  and  by  his  counsel  and  efforts  contributed  much  to  its  success- 
fid  development.  lie  served  with  great  usefulness  as  corresponding 
secretary  and  president  of  the  association.  In  1847  the  governor  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Robertson  a  justice  of  the  Justice's  Court  in  Troy.  In 
the  following  year,  the  office  was  made  elective,  and  he  was  twice  suc- 
cessively chosen  to  the  position,  holding  the  office  live  years,  during 
four  of  which  he  also  served  as  police  magistrate,  leaving  a  record  be- 
hind him  of  official  integrity  and  stern  administration  of  justice.  In 
is,")!  he  was  elected  Recorder  of  Troy  for  four  years,  by  virtue  of 
which  office  lie  was  judge  of  the  Recorder's  Court  ami  a  member  of  the 
Common  Council.  Asa  member  of  the  council  he  exercised  a  com- 
manding degree  of  influence  in  all  matters  of  importance,  and  was  the 
warm  friend  and  advocate ol  all  local  improvements  calculated  to  beau- 
tify the  city  or  promote  the  health  and  happiness  of  its  inhabitants.  Ii 
was  in  the  position  ol  police  magistrate  and  recorder  that  lie  first  dem- 
onstrated the  possession  of  those  qualities  of  unyielding  firmness 
combined  with  judicial  fairness  and  impartiality,  and  intelligent  appre- 
ciation of  the  law,  which  he  sul iscquently  exhibited  in  an  eminent 
degree  while  gracing  the  office  of  judge  of  Rensselaer  count}',  to 
which  he  was  elected  in  185D,  and  re-elected  in  18C,;;.  lie  discharged 
the  duties  of  this  position  with  scrupulous  fidelity  to  every  public  and 
private  interest,  holding  the  scales  of  justice  with  equal  poise  between 
man  and  man,  lending  a  personal  dignity  and  charm  of  manner  to  the 
office  which  few  men  have  ever  surpassed,  and  winning  the  respect  anil 
confidence  of  the  community  by  the  uprightness  of  his  course,  the  hon- 
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esty  of  his  purpose,  the  clearness  of  his  decisions,  and  his  master)'  of 
the  principles  of  the  law  and  their  application  to  the  rules  of  evidence 
and  the  practice  of  courts.  Judge  Robertson  also  had  a  long  and  hon- 
orable political  career.  In  December,  1869,  President  Grant  appointed 
him  United  States  assessor  of  internal  revenue  lor  the  fifteenth  dis- 
trict of  New  York  State.  In  1.S7-3  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Troy 
by  General  Grant,  was  reappointed  by  President  1  laves  in  1877,  and 
was  again  reappointed  in  1881  by  President  Arthur.  During  his  in- 
cumbency of  the  office  he  spared  no  pains  to  make  its  administration 
acceptable  to  the  people,  introducing  many  improvements  and  giving 
greatly  increased  facilities  to  its  patrons.  So  great  was  the  public  con- 
fidence in  his  integrity  and  the  public  appreciation  of  his  intelligent 
service,  that  on  both  occasions  when  his  term  was  about  to  expire 
almost  every  business  firm  and  prominent  citizen  of  Troy,  irrespective 
of  party,  petitioned  for  his  reappointment. 

Judge  Robertson  was  originally  a  Whig.  Upon  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party  he  joined  that  organization,  and  held  man)'  respon- 
sible trusts  under  it.  He  was  made  chairman  of  the  first  Republican 
committee  of  Rensselaer  county  ever  formed,  and  with  the  exception 
of  one  year,  retained  the  position  for  twenty-one  years  continuous!)'. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Republican  State  committee  for  several 
years,  and  for  three  years  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of 
that  body.  1 1  is  influence  extended  throughout  the  Stat?,  and  his  coun- 
sel and  judgment  were  invoked  in  deciding  sonic  of  the  most  important 
questions  relating  to  party  management  and  the  enunciation  of  political 
principles.  He  attended,  either  as  a  delegate  or  spectator,  almost  every 
convention  of  his  party  held  in  the  State  within  the  past  twenty-live 
years,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  his  attendance  upon  national  con- 
ventions. Judge  Robertson  was  true  to  every  official  and  personal 
relation  of  life.  I  lis  professional  brethren  respected  his  legal  abilities 
and  attainments  as  greatly  as  the  people  honored  him  for  his  faithful- 
ness to  all  the  interests  committed  to  his  hands.  As  a  politician  it 
may  be  said  of  him  that  the  offices  he  held  were  in  no  sense  commen- 
surate with  his  merits.  In  I88(i,  on  the  passage  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  New  York  of  the  law  creating  a  State  board  of  Arbitra- 
tion, Judge  Robertson  was  appointed  a  member  of  said  board  by  the 
governor  and  Senate.  In  1887,  under  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature 
creating  a  State  Board  of  Mediation  and  Arbitration  and  enlarging  the 
powers  of  the  board,  Judge  Robertson  was  reappointed,  which  position 
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lie  held  until  a  few  weeks  before  his  death.  Judge  Robertson  married, 
in  L852,  Angeline  Daggett,  daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph  Daggett  of  Troy, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children — Gilbert  Daggett,  Mary  Elizabeth,  and 
John  Livingston  Robertson.     fie  died  April  23,  1.890. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 
CoM  CI  I  H>  liV  Klin  B.  Buntecou,  M.  D. 

The  Rensselaer  Medical  society  was  organized  July  1,  1800.  The 
minutes  of  the  first  meeting  were  as  follows: 

In  conformity  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Vork  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  medical  societies  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  practice  of 
physic  ami  surgery  in  (his  Slate."  passed  April  1,  IHOti,  the  physicians  and  surgeons 
of  the  county  of  Rensselaer  to  the  number  oi  twenty,  viz.,  Benjamin  Woodward, 
Aaron  1).  Patchin,  Benjamin  Rowe,  Abner  Thurber,  Muses  Willard,  Asher  Arm- 
strong, Eli  Burritt,  J.  M.  Wells,  Hezekiah  Eldridge,  Samuel  dale,  John  Loudon, 
David  Gleason,  Edward  Davis,  Alexander  Rousseau,  U.  M.Gregory,  Sanford  Smith, 
Edward  Ostrander,  Laval  Doolittle,  Moses  Hale  and  James  11.  Ball,  convened  in 
the  court-house  of  Troy  and  proceeded  by  ballot  to  elect  their  officers,  when  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  were  declared  duly  elected:  President,  Dr.  Benjamin  Woodward; 
vice-president,  I  >r.  John  Loudon;  treasurer,  Dr.  Samuel  Gale;  secretary,  Dr.  [.  M. 
Wells;  censors,  Dr.  Eli  Burritt.  Dr,  Moses  Willard,  Dr.  lley.vkiah  Eldridge,  Dr. 
David  Doolmle  and  Dr.  Benjamin  Rowe,  delegate  to  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  Vork,  Dr.  Moses  Willard. 

Bknjamin  Woodward,  Secretary  pro  tern. 
The  following  resolutions  were  passed: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  live  be  appointed  to  draft  a  code  of  by-laws  for 
the  use  of  the  Rensselaer  County  Medical  society,  and  Dr,  Eli  Burritt,  Dr.  Hezekiah 
Eldridge,  Dr.  Moses  Willard,  Dr.  Moses  Hale  and  Dr.  Aaron  ] ).  Patchin  to  be  the 
committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  annual  meeting  of  the  society  be  the  first  Tuesday  of  fuly  at 
the  court-house. 

Resolved,  That  ft  tax  of  twenty-live  cents  be  levied  on  each  member  for  the  use 
of  the  society. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  direct  the  treasurer  to  purchase  two  books,  one  for 
the  secretary  and  one  for  the  treasurer. 
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Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  by-laws  report  the  same  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  January  next,  to  which  time  this  meeting  is  adjourned. 

Resolved,  That  the  adjourned  meeting  be  held  in  the  court-house  at  Troy  at  ten 
o'clock  a.  m.  '3d  Tuesday  of  January  next. 

Resolved,  Thai  the  secretary  publish  the  adjourned  meeting  in  the  Northern 
Budget  three  weeks  previous  thereto. 

J.  M.  Wki  l.s,  Secretary. 

The  following  have  been  the  presidents  of  the  society,  which  in  re- 
cent years  has  been  known  as  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of 
Rensselaer : 

David  Doolittle,  1820;  Moses  Dale,  1821,  1824,  1825;  Samuel  McClellan,  1822, 
1828;  James  W.  Ball,  1820;  Asaph  Clark,  1827,  1828;  John  Van  Namee,  1829,  1830; 
Robert  Collins,  18551,  1832;  Simon  Newcomb,  is;',!!,  A  mains  Robbms,  18:5-1;  Daniel 
Dames,  !K;J~>,  1830;  John  Wheeler,  1837,  1838;  Samuel  McClellan,  1839;  Thomas  W. 
Blatchford,  IK-10,  1841;  Simeon  A.  Cook,  1842,  1843;  Allied  Wotkyns,  184-1,  1845; 
Frederick  I'..  Leonard,  1840,  1847;  Thomas  C.  Brinsmade,  184S,  18-1',);  J.  VV.  Richards, 
1850,  1851  ;  Caspar  V.  W.  Burton,  1852;  Avery  J.  Skiltou,  1853,  1854,  1855;  William 
I'.  Seymour,  1850;  lidward  Hall,  1857,  185S;  Philander  1 1 .  Thomas,  1859,  I80O; 
lames  Thorn,  1801,  1802;  Francis  1'..  Rarmelee,  1803;  liber  W.  Carmichael,  1804; 
Henry  C.  Carrington,  1805;  William  S.  Cooper,  1800;  Henry  B.  Whiton,  1807;  George 
II.  Hubbard,  IMOS,  180!);  M.  D.  Burton,  1870;  John  Squire,  187J ;  D.  W.  Hiscock, 
1872;  W.  N.  Bonestcel,  1873;  W.  D.  Cooper,  1874;  C.  D.  Hubbell,  1875;  C.  11.  Bur- 
beck,  1870;  R.  II.  Ward,  1877,  1878;  F.  B.  Parmelee,  1879,  1880;  Jos.  D.  Domax, 
1881;  J.  C.  Hutchinson,  I8S2;  E.  W.  Capron,  1883;  R.  D.  Traver,  1884;  X.  Rous- 
seau, 1885;  V.  E.  Nichols,  1880,  1887;  M.  Fclter,  1888;  Itermon  ('.  Gordinier,  1889; 
R.  1'..  Hon  tecou,  1890,  1891;  Le  Roy  McLean,  1892,  1893;  W.  Akin,  1894;  R.  Brins- 
made Bontecou,  1895;  <  >.  F.  Kinloch,  1890. 

Up  to  1812  Dr.  Mellen,  Dr.  ('.ale  and  Dr.  Ball  were  the  physicians  of 
Nassau.  Dr.  R.owe  practiced  in  Schodack  and  was  succeeded  by  Dr. 
Samuel  McClellan.  Dr  John  Millet-  commenced  practice  in  Kast 
Greenhush  about  iSli)  and  Dr.  lCbehex.er  D.  Barsett  at  Nassau  about 
Lhc  same  time.  Some  years  later  Dr.  Harris  commenced  practice  in 
South  Sand  Rake,  and  Dr.  (Daves  in  Stephentown.  At  Dr.  Gale's 
death  Dr.  John  II.  Haynes  succeeded  to  his  practice  at  lCast  Nassau 
and  a  lew  years  later  lb'.  George  W.  Strait  also  opened  an  office  there. 
Dr.  Hogeboom  was  practicing  in  Castleton  about  that  time,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  who  is  also  dead.  About  Isib  Dr.  McClellan 
took  Di".  Beckwith  in  with  him,  having  previously  had  Drs.  Simpson 
and  Coventry  until  their  removal  from  the  county.  Dr.  Beckwith  con- 
tinued his  practice  there  until  his  death  in  1.870,  Dr.  McClellan  having 
died  meanwhile.     Drs.  Miller,  Harris,  Gale  and  Ball  died  before  1850. 
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Dr.  Harris  was  succeeded  by  his  son-in-law,  Dr.  Elliott,  and  afterwards 
by  Drs.  Anson  and  Boyce  of  Sand  Lake.  Dr.  Eber  W.  Carmichael 
was  in  practice  in  Sand  Lake  since  1843.  Dr.  Philander  1 1.  Thomas 
practiced  a  long  time  at  West  Sand  Lake  and  was  succeeded  at  his 
death  by  Dr.  Ilnll,  whose  son  is  practicing  in  Poestenkill.  Dr.  Hoge- 
boom  was  succeeded  by  his  son  at  Castleton.  Dr.  )ohn  Squire  prac- 
ticed at  Schodack  Landing  since  1830.  Dr.  Nelier  settled  at  Nassau 
and  later  Dr.  Samuel  McClellan,  the  grandson  of  the  elder  and  cele- 
brated physician. 

At  Lansingburgh  Dr.  Willard  was  practicing  before  L800.  Some- 
what later  Dr.  Timothy  Cone  practiced  there  until  his  death.  Dr. 
John  Taylor  was  a  prominent  physician  there  for  over  thirty  years. 
Dr.  Michael  Henry  was  cotemporary  with  Dr  Willard  and  practiced 
thereabout  1800.  Dr.  Brinsmade  also  practiced  there  a  few  years  prior 
to  his  removal  to  Troy.  Since  these,  Dr.  Frederick  Leonard  practiced 
from  L830  to  1845,  and  Dr.  C.  V.  W.  Burton,  for  several  years  a  part- 
ner of  Dr.  Leonard,  practiced  for  Some  years  after,  until  his  death. 
Since  his  time  Drs.  K.  W.  Capron,  L.  ll.  Davis,  Daniel  D.  Bucklin 
and  his  son,  Aubry  C.  Bucklin,  A.  D.  Hull,  Milton  II.  Lamb  and  D. 
Newcome  have  been  practitioners.  Dr.  Leonard  was  graduated  from 
Yale,  was  a  scholar  and  dignified  gentleman,  and  a  first-class  physician. 
Ite  was  fond  of  the  natural  sciences  and  was  for  some  time  professor  of 
natural  history  at  the  Rensselaer  school  under  Prof.  Amos  Raton,  lie 
became  wealth}',  probably  by  inheritance  or  marriage,  and  finally  gave 
up  practice.  lie  was  president  of  the  county  society  in  184G  and  1X47. 
Dr,  Burton  was  president  in  1852  and  Dr.  Capron  in  L883.  All  of  these 
at  one  time  or  anothei  resided  on  State  street  in  Troy,  the  main  street 
ot  the  village  at  the  time. 

At  Hoosick  Falls,  Dr.  Salmon  Moses  practiced  for  over  fifty  years, 
until  he  attained  great  age,  dying  in  1874.  Dr.  Fowler  was  one  of  the 
early  physicians  of  prominence,  and  his  sudden  death  in  a  railway  ac- 
cident was  considered  a  public  calamity.  Dr.  II.  K.  McLean  has  been 
a  prominent  practitioner  there  for  many  years,  a  good  physician  and 
much  esteemed  by  the  community.  Dr.  S.  A.  Skinner  has  had  a  large 
practice  there  and  in  the  surrounding  country  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
and  has  great  ability  and  ingenuity.  He  has  invented  fracture  beds  and 
appliances  lor  fractured  limbs  and  improvements  m  various  machines, 
which  have  been  a  source  of  income.  lie  resides  in  a  fine  residence 
with  his  wife  and  two  daughters,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  com- 
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munity.  He  lias  been  a  member  of  the  county  society  since  1878. 
Dr.  II.  J).  C.  Manners  was  for  several  years  a  practitioner  there,  until 
his  death.  Dr.  J.  C.  Hannon  for  many  years  has  been  a  very  popular 
practitioner  of  Hoosick  Falls,  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
association,  fellow  of  the  New  York  .State  Medical  association  and  mem- 
ber of  the  Rensselaer  County  society,  and  is  regular  in  his  attendance 
at  the  meeting's,  of  these  associations.  Dr.  T.  C.  Hannon  has,  for  the 
last  few  years,  enjoyed  quite  an  extensive  practice  there  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Rensselaer  County  Medical  society.  Dr.  R.  II.  Green,  a 
graduate  of  Dartmouth  college  and  later  a  medical  officer  in  the  United 
States  navy,  settled  in  Hoosick  and  had  an  extensive  practice  all  about 
that  country,  lie  was  fond  of  the  stud)'  of  natural  history  and  spent 
much  time  collecting  plants  and  objects  of  interest  in  that  department. 
He  was  a  most  amiable  and  genial  man,  and  a  practical  Christian.  Ik- 
was  a  member  of  the  County  Medical  society  since  1872.  His  death  a 
few  years  since  was  deeply  regretted  by  the  community.  Drs.  Bishop, 
Bl  an  chard  and  Ashton  each  practiced  there  some  years  ago,  but  all  are 
dead.  Dr.  Ashton  died  of  diphtheria  contracted  from  a  patient  he 
was  attending  Dr,  Cahill  is  in  the  practice  there  yet.  Dr.  Mayberry, 
a  very  excellent  young  physician,  has  been  in  practice  there  for  some 
years,  and  is  highly  esteemed.  Dr.  Hewett  is  also  practicing  there. 
Dr.  fohn  Warren,  now  dead,  was  one  of  the  old  practitioners  at 
Hoosick  Corners.  He  was  a  graduate  oi  Bowdoin  college,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Rensselaer  County  Medical  society  since  IS-!!.  Dr.  1'.  A. 
Armstrong  was  another  of  the  old  and  honored  physicians  of  that 
locality,  and  was  a  member  of  the  county  society  since  1828.  He  is 
also  dead.  Dr.  |ohn  11.  Havnos,  another  of  the  old  physicians  of  that 
region,  is  also  dead,  lie  was  a  member  ol  the  county  society  since 
183-1.  Dr.  Curtis  and  Dr.  Clark  also  practiced  there.  Dr.  Curtis  is 
dead.  Dr.  .Stewart  practiced  at  Eagle  Bridge  for  a  number  of  years, 
lie:  was  killed  at  a  railroad  crossing  by  the  cars  one  evening  while 
returning  from  a  sick  call.  Dr.  Rider  has  been  in  practice  some  time 
at  Buskirk's  Bridge,  succeeding  Dr.  Stewart.  Dr.  Fox  has  been  for 
some  years  past  the  principal  physician  of  North  Hoosick. 

Dr.  Samuel  Leonard  lived  near  Nassau  in  the  early  part  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  and  had  an  extensive  practice.  Dr.  Ebenezer  Balen- 
tine  succeeded  him.  lie  moved  away  and  his  departure  was  much 
regretted  by  the  people.  Dr.  Joseph  Shirts  succeeded  him,  but  died 
in  two  years  of  typhus  fever      Drs.  Henry  1'.  and  Cornelius  ^Vandyke 
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were  in  practice  at  Muitzes  Kill  about  eight  years  Liter.  Dr.  John  Van 
Buren  practiced  in  Castleton  about  sixty-five  years  ago,  but  removed 
to  Albany,  where  he  died.  Dr.  fames  Hogeboom  was  a  contemporary 
of  Dr. Van  Buren.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  James  L.  Iiogeboom, 
who  has  since  died.  Dr.  John  S.  Reynolds  practiced  in  Schodack  in 
1857,  and  Dr.  John  S.  Miller  was  a  leading  physician  of  that  town  for 
half  a  century.  Dr.  A.  Boyce  also  practiced  there.  Dr.  f.  Reed 
Davison  and  Dr.  McLaughlin  practiced  in  Castleton.  Dr.  Pruyn,  Dr. 
Willis  and  Dr.  Peasley  were  in  practice  at  Schodack  Landing  about 
four  years.  Dr.  Barkman,  Di\  SehalTer,  Dr.  Bulkley  and  Dr.  fenks 
have  since  been  in  practice  there. 

In  North  Creenbush,  Dr.  rienry  Downs  was  one  of  the  earliest  prac- 
ticing physicians,  seventy  years  ago.  lie  was  succeeded  by  Obadiah 
l£.  Lansing,  who  practiced  over  fifty  years  ago.  Dr.  Anthony  Ten 
Eyck  succeeded  him.  Dr.  Tappan  was  the  first  to  practice  at  Bath-on- 
the  Hudson.  Dr.  Yates  practiced  and  died  there.  Dr.  Harrison,  Dr. 
Rulison,  Dr.  Abbott  and  Dr.  Haskell  have  succeeded  since.  Dr.  Aseph 
Clark  practiced  at  Wynantskill,  and  was  followed  by  Dr.  Alonzo 
Streeter,  both  in  turn  postmasters.  Dr.  Roswell  Kinney  was  in  prac- 
tice there  at  one  time. 

(  )f  the  later  physicians  of  the  count}'  who  have  passed  away  the  lead- 
ing ones  were  the  following; 

Dr.  Hiram  Moses  was  born  at  Norfolk,  Litchfield  county,  Conn., 
September  0,.  fSOO.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Vale  Medical  school 
March  1,  L825,  and  commenced  practice  in  Petersburgh,  Rensselaer 
county,  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year.  1 1  is  practice  extended  over  many 
towns  of  this  oountv,  Vermont  and  Massachusetts.  It  is  estimated 
th.it  he  annually  rode  ten  thousand  miles  lor  a  lone,  series  of  years. 
He  married  Abalina  Worthington  March  130,  1828,  and  had  five  sons, 
of  whom  one,  Dr.  Hiram  Moses,  jr.,  succeeded  to  his  practice. 

Dr.  Simon  Newcomb  was  a  prominent  physician  in  Pittstown  for 
several  years.  Removing  to  Troy  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business, 
lie  was  fond  of  scientific  pursuits,  and  made  cbnchology  a  specialty, 
acquiring  a  large  and  very  valuable  collection  of  shells.  lie  was  prom- 
inent as  a  public  man. 

Dr.  Theodore  lv  May  and  his  son,  Dr.  John  May,  were  for  many 
years  the  most  prominent  physicians  in  Pittstown  and  vicinity.  The)' 
enjoyed  a  large  practice  and  wer  ■  greatly  esteemed  by  the  community 
and  the  profession. 
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Dr.  John  Van  Namee  was  a  highly  educated  and  very  popular  physi- 
cian residing'  near  Raymertown.  He  took  great  interest  in  the  county 
medical  society  and  was  quite  regular  in  attendance  at  its  meetings, 
lie  was  its  president  two  successive  years,  1820  and  1830.  lie  was 
born  at  the  homestead  in  Pittstown  in  L789,  was  a  licentiate  of  the 
Columbia  County  Medical  society  and  received  a  diploma  from  the 
Rensselaer  County  Medical  society  on  parchment,  dated  fune  10,  1811, 
signed  by  N.  Schuyler,  president.  He  died  October  22,  1850,  after 
four  years'  illness  resulting  from  sunstroke,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years. 

Dr.  Ezekiel  Baker  and  Dr.  Nicholas  15.  Harris  were  physicians  in 
Stephentown  a  hundred  years  ago,  and  are  remembered  by  some  of  the 
older  inhabitants  as  wearing  buckskin  knee  breeches  and  carrying  im- 
mense saddlebags.  Specific  information  concerning  them  is  not  ob- 
tainable. They  were  both  members  and  organizers  of  the  county  med- 
ical society. 

Dr.  Emerson  Hull  practiced  in  the  town  of  Berlin  in  1819.  He  was 
a  native  of  the  town  and  remained  in  practice  there  until  his  death 
March  20,  18.31.  His  two  sons,  A.  D.  Hull  of  Lansing-burgh  and  A.  E. 
Hull  of  Berlin,  both  became  medical  men  and  successful  practitioners. 

Dr.  A.  E.  Hull  was  born  in  Merlin  in  1.844  and  received  his  prelimi- 
nary education  at  Sand  bake  academy.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  witli  his  father,  Dr.  Emerson  Hull, 
and  three  years  later  attended  a  free  course  of  lectures  at  the  Albany 
Medical  college.  One  year  later  he  was  licensed  to  practice  bv  the 
Rensselaer  County  Medical  society  and  commenced  to  practice  with 
his  lather.  Later  on  he  attended  a  course  at  Bellevue  Medical  college 
in  New  York  and  finally  received  a  diploma  from  the  Albany  Medical 
college.  On  the  death  of  his  father  he  succeeded  to  his  practice,  which 
he  still  carries  on.     He  married  Miss  Brimmer  and  has  one  sou. 

Dr.  Salmon  Moses  came  from  Norfolk,  Conn.,  studied  medicine  and 
was  graduated  from  Yale  College  Medical  school,  beginning  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  in  Petersburg!],  N.  '£.,  in  181(5.  Two  years  later  he 
removed  to  Hoosick  Falls  and  became  associated  with  Dr.  A.  I  >. 
Patchi.ll,  and  at  the  death  of  the  latter  in  1 S '2 ( >  he  succeeded  to  his 
practice,  which  became  very  extensive  all  about  that  section.  Dr. 
Moses  was.  a  lifelong  supporter  of  Christian  institutions  and  a  member 
and  warden  of  St.  Mark's  church  from  its  organization  in  is:;:;  to  his 
death  in  1874.  During  the  last  few  years  of  his  life  he  was  quite  blind, 
but  his  faithful  saddle-horse,  carried  him  safely  about  the  country. 
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Dr.  II.  M.  Reynolds  w:is  born  in  Washington  county,  \'t.,  August 
23,  1  s\!  I .  Ik-  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  common  schools 
ami  Idi'  ten  years  followed  teaching-.  In  1.845  lie  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine  and  in  184-8  was  graduated  from  Castleton,  \'t.,  Medical 
college,  lie  first  practiced  in  La  Salic,  111.,  and  in  1854  commenced 
practicing  in  Castleton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  had  a  successful  career.  He- 
was  twice  married,  but  leaves  no  children. 

Dr.  Samuel  Gale,  jr.,  was  fitted  for  his  profession  by  the  .Medical 
Society  of  Vermont,  graduating  May  !),  1702,  anil  was  licensed  to  prac- 
tice in  Troy  April  hi,  1798.  lie  removed  to  the  West  Indies,  where 
he  practiced  for  a  short  time,  and  returning  to  Troy  he  abandoned  the 
profession  to  become  an  apothecary  and  druggist.  lie  was  postmaster 
of  the  village  of  Troy  from  180-J  to  18-28,  and  died  fitly  I,  1830,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-seven  years.  His  father,  Dr.  Samuel  Gale,  was  a  graduate 
of  Vale,  practiced  medicine  in  Connecticut  and  in  1775  was  a  captain  in 
the  Continental  army.  John  IB.  Gale  ol  Williamstown,  Mass.,  and  15. 
Thompson  Gale  of  Troy  were-  sons  ol  Dr.  Samuel  Gale,  jr. 

I))-,  foh n  Loudon  announced  his  coming  to  Troy  February  14,  1703, 
by  an  advertisement  in  the  American  Spy,  then  published  in  Lansing- 
burgh,  as  follows:  "The  subscriber  having  finished  the  studies  of 
physics,  surgery  and  man  midwifery  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh 
and  practiced  in  Europe  lor  some  years  past,  now  oilers  his  services  to 
the  citizens  of  Troy.  |ohn  London."  Dr.  Loudon  enjoyed  quite  a 
large  practice  and  acquired  wealth,  leaving  a  valuable  properly  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  Second  and  Ferry  streets.  lie  was  licensed  to 
practice  in  Troy  October  14,  1707.  He  died  in  the  w  inter  of  1810  ".'(). 
lie  was  one  oi  the  charter  officers  ol  tin.'  cit\  on  its  incorporation  April 
I'i,  181(1. 

Dr.  Moses  Hale,  one  ol  the  earlier  practitioners  of  Troy,  was  more 
generally  know  n  in  Troy  and  its  vicinity  than  any  of  the  other  physi- 
cians of  his  time,  on  account  ol  his  reputation  as  a  surgeon  and  all 
important  cases  were  seen  by  him.  lie  was  born  July  1:1  1780, 
studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Josiah  ICitrTdge  of  Walpole,  N.  11.,  and 
afterward  was  a  pupil  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Nathan  Smith.  lie  was 
licensed  ful}'  1.3,  1804,  and  commenced  practice  in  Troy  in  that  year. 
In  ISIS,  with  Prof.  Amos  Eaton  and  Ira  Al.  Wells,  he  perfected  the  in- 
corporation of  the  Tn>y  Lyceum  of  Natural  History,  which  was  the 
first  society  of  the  kind  in  this  ountry.  He  was  also  deeply  interested 
in  the  establishment  ol   the   Rensselaer  school,  now  the  Rensselaer 
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Polytechnic  institute,  and  was  its  secretary  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  several  times  president  of  the  County  Medical  society,  and  was 
a  delegate  and  afterward  a  permanent  member  of  the  State  Medical 
society.  The  University  of  Vermont  conferred  on  him  the  honorary 
degree  of  M.  1  >.  in  1825.  He  died  January  '.),  1837,  of  disease  of  the 
heart  and  aneurism  of  the  aorta. 

Dr.  Amatus  Robbins  was  educated  at  Williams  college  and  studied 
medicine  with  Dr.  Eli  Burritt,  then  an  eminent  physician  of  Trow 
Dr.  Robbins  was  licensed  July  9,  L8J8,  and  after  the  death  of  his  pre- 
ceptor succeeded  to  his  practice.  He  married  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Bur- 
ritt and  her  early  death  east  a  gloom  over  his  life  from  which  he  seemed 
never  to  rail)'.  He  was  tall  and  very  slim  in  figure,  which  gave  him  tin- 
appearance  of  melancholy.  He,  however,  continued  in  practice  until 
his  death,  June  15,  1854,  enjoying  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  a  large 
and  select  clientele.  His  office  and  residence  was  for  many  years  and 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death  at  155  First  street. 

Frederick  Baldwin  Leonard,  A.M.,  M.D.,  was  born  in  Sharon,  Litch- 
field count}',  Conn  ,  July  13,  1804.  lie  was  the  son  of  Timothy  and 
Mary  (Baldwin)  Leonard.  He  was  graduated  from  Vale  college  in 
lS'M.  He  afterwards  studied  medicine  and  was  in  practice  in  1835, 
when  he  married  Margaret  Caroline  Nichols,  who  died  .March  10,  1851, 
leaving  seven  children  October  L2,  1852,  he  married  Ann  Maria 
Stewart.  Dr.  Leonard  was  a  highly  educated  and  accomplished  man 
and  physician.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Rensselaer  Count}'  Medical 
society  since  L828  and  its  president  in  1840  and  I  s  IT.  lie  was  pro- 
fessor of  botany  and  zoology  in  the  Rensselaer  institute  from  1845  to 
isis  lie  h.ul  made  extensive  collections  ol  plants  and  minerals.  Ills 
plains  were  main  ol  them  in  papers  stored  in  a  closet,  and  an  ignorant 
servant  used  them  for  kindling  fires  for  some  time  before  the  doctor 
discovered  it,  greatly  to  his  sorrow  and  grief.  He  was  a  trustee  of  the 
institute  from  1  Slid  to  1.809.  Me  died  in  Lansing-burgh  February  9, 
1.872. 

Charles  R.  Cook,  C.E.,  M.  D.,  son*of  Rice  and  Ann  Cook,  was  born 
August  \!0,  1820,  at  Stillwater,  N.Y.  He  served  as  engineer  on  the 
Genesee  Valley  canal  for  about  four  years,  studied  medicine  with  his 
uncle,  Dr.  Simeon  A.  Cook,  o1  Buslcirk's  Bridge,  and  was  graduated 
at  the  Albany  Medical  college  in  L847.  He  located  in  Troy  at  I  I  J 
Fourth  street  and  practiced  there  until  his  death,  August  5,  1851. 

Dr.  John  Wright  was  born  in  Troy  February  2,  1.811,  the  son  of  John 
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Wright  and  Hannah  Dawson  Wright.  His  preliminary  education  was 
received  at  Allen  Risk's  school  in  Troy,  where  he  was  prepared  for 
admission  to  the  Rensselaer  institute,  which  he  entered  in  1828  and 
was  graduated  therefrom.  1  lis  education  was  further  completed  at  Yale 
college,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1834.  He  was  also  graduated  from 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New  York.  lie  was  an 
ardent  student  and  a  great  lover  of  natural  history.  At  one  time  he 
had  quite  a  museum  of  birds  and  animals  which  he  had  procured  and 
mounted  himself.  Rafanesque  and  Audubon  were  his  friends,  and 
each  visited  him  at  Troy.  lie  always  spoke  in  after  years  of  Mount 
Rafanesque,  which  he  named  in  honor  of  his  friend  (it  is  known  now 
as  Raid  mountain,  about  five  miles  northeast  of  Troy).  Dr.  Wright 
had  a  pet  raccoon,  a  remarkably  fine  specimen,  of  which  Audubon  made 
a  sketch  while  on  his  visit  to  Troy,  reproducing  it  in  his  great  work 
on  the  Animals  of  North  America.  Dr.  Wright  was  professor  of  nat- 
ural history  in  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  institute  from  1838  to  1845. 
lie  published  a  flora  of  Troy  and  vicinity,  and  was  associated  with 
Prof.  Amos  Katon  in  publishing  the  North  American  Botany,  lie  was 
appointed  to  the  State  survey  ol  Michigan  in  183?  as  Stale  botanist, 
and  continued  in  t hat  work  about  two  years.  lie  was  for  several  years 
associated  in  practice  with  Dr.  Thomas  C.  Brinsmade  of  Troy,  a  com- 
bination of  talent  that  gave  them  the  best  class  of  practice,  Dr.  Wright 
attending  to  the  surgical  cases.  I  le  was  amiable  in  disposil  ion,  unobtru- 
sive and  kind  in  manner,  and  was  loved  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was 
married  April  II,  1 838,to  Mary Cottrell,  who  died  April  10,  1841.  They 
had  one  son,  who  died  Sept .  1  s,  1 S  1 1 .  11  e  was  again  married  to  Miss  Cath- 
erine W van l  December  5,  18-11.  Lie  died  ol  phthisis  pulmonalis  April 
II,  isii'i,  at  Aiken,  S.  C.  In  187-1  a  handsome  memorial  window  was 
placed  in  the  east  end  of  the  institute  hall  by  Mis.  fames  Gardiner  of 
Lansingburgh,  in  memory  of  her  brother,  Dr.  [ohn  Wright.  Dr. 
Wright  was  a  member  of  the  Rensselaer  County  Medical  society  since 
183  I, 

Caspar  Van  Wie  burton  was  the  son  of  Mathew  and  Mrs.  (Van  Wie) 
burton,  natives  of  Columbia  count}'',  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  in  Albany 
|  uly  15,  1810.  His  education  was  received  under  the  instruction  of  an 
English  tutor.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  learned  the  business  of 
bookbinding  and  subsequently  removed  to  Troy,  where  he  afterwards 
became  engaged  in  publishing  under  tlx.'  firm  of  Tuttlc,  Belcher  & 
Burton.     Part  of  this  lime  he  was  connected  with  the  editorial  depart- 
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men t  of  the  Troy  Morning  Mail.  Tic  afterwards  began  the  stud)-  of 
medicine  with  Dr.  Thomas  C.  Brinsmade,  ami  attended  lectures  at  the 
Albany  Medical  college  and  was  graduated  from  there  in  1842.  Ilis 
graduating  thesis  was  "  Dissecting  Wounds — their  Nature  and  Treat- 
ment." lie  had  been  a  victim  of  tile  disease  by  making  an  autopsy  of 
a  fellow  student  who  had  died  in  consequence  of  infection  by  making  a 
post  mortem  examination  of  a  case  of  puerperal  peritonitis.  Burton 
had  pricked  his  thumb  with  a  rose  bush  that  day  and  thus  carried  the 
infection  into  his  circulation,  which  laid  him  up  for  three  months  and 
nearly  cost  him  his  life.  lie-  remained  in  'Pro)'  about  one  year  after 
graduating,  and  removed  to  Lansingbufgh  to  practice,  associated  with 
Di".  K.  Ik  Leonard,  who  was  then  the  most  distinguished  physician 
there.  His  professional  labors  were  pursued  with  success  here  for 
seventeen  years.  During  this  tune  he  was  one  ol  the  faculty  of  the 
Lansingburgh  Female  seminary,  delivering  lectures  there  on  physiology 
and  hygiene.  lie  also  contributed  articles  to  the  medical  journals. 
The  degree  of  A.  M.  was  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Rochester  univer- 
sity in  1853.  He  was  a  member  of  the  county  medical  society  since 
1S4S,  was  its  president  in  1851  and  the  same  year  was  elected  per- 
manent member  of  the  State  Medical  society,  also  an  honorary  member 
of  the  New  York  Chirurg'ical  society.  lie  died  September  23,  1800, 
of  diphtheria  infection  contracted  from  patients  under  his  care,  in  his 
fiftieth  year.  Me  left  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  Dr.  M.  II.  Bur- 
ton of  Troy  being  the  eldest  son. 

Dr.  Alfred  Wotkyns  was  born  at  Walpole,  .\T.  II.,  September  7,  1708, 
and  was  educated  at  his  home  lw  private  tutor.  In  ISIS  he  came  to 
Ti\>\  and  commenced  the  study  ol  medicine  in  the  olliee  ol  Dr.  Moses 
Hale,  and  in  1821  was  admitted  to  the  practice  and  became  a  partner 
with  Dr.  Hale,  lie  subsequently  went  to  Philadelphia  and  attended 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  receiving  his  degree  of  M.I).  In  1822 
he  was  appointed  assistant  surgeon  in  the  United  States  army  and  after 
two  wears'  service  resigned  and  returned  to  Troy  and  resumed  practice 
here  until  his  death,  December  24,  lS'.ti.  He  had  an  uncommonly 
commanding  physique  and  enjoyed  a  large  and  lucrative  practice  for 
nearly  fifty  years,  acquiring  great  wealth.  He  was  twice  married,  first 
to  Mary  Williams,  by  whom  he  had  three  children,  all  of  whom  are 
dead.  His  second  marriage  was  with  Eliza  Breaky,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Isaiah  Breaky  of  Greenbush,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter  and  three 
sons,  who  have  moved  to  Chicago.      Dr.  Wotkyns  was  mayor  pf  the 
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city  of  Troy  in  L857  and  18.58;  was  president  of  the  County  Medical 
society  and  a  permanent  member  of  the  New  York  State  Medical 
society.  1  le  was  one  of  the  governors  of  the  Marshall  infirmary  and 
for  some  years  one  of  the  attending' physicians  therein.  lie  was  also 
president  of  the  State  bank  of  Troy  and  was  possessed  of  great  busi- 
ness sagacity. 

Dr.  Thomas  Clark  brinsmade  was  born  June  LO,  1802,  at  New  Hart- 
ford, Litchfield  county,  Conn.  He  was  the  third  son  of  Dr.  Thomas 
Brinsmade  and  received  his  primary  education  in  the  academy  at  llar- 
winton,  near  New  Hartford,  where  he  was  fitted  for  college.  He  pur- 
sued his  medical  studies  with  his  uncle,  Dr.  Peet,  a  distinguished 
physician  at  New  Marlboro,  Berkshire  county,  Mass.,  where  he  com- 
pounded medicines,  attended  the  office  practice  and  frequently  rode 
with  Dr.  I'eet  to  visit  patients.  He  attended  a  course  of  lectures  at 
Yale  Medical  school  and  in  March,  IS-.';;,  was  licensed  to  practice  by 
the  State  Medical  society.  The  honorary  degree  of  M.  D.  was  con- 
ferred on  him  by  Yale  college  and  in  1.857  he  was  elected  an  honorary 
member  of  the  State  Medical  society.  Dr.  Brinsmade  came  to  Lans- 
ingburgh  in  the  fall  of  1823  and  commenced  practice.  He  was  a  close 
student  and  soon  acquired  the  confidence  of  the  community,  (hi  the 
death  of  I  >r.  Sheldon  of  Troy,  in  1832,  he  removed  to  that  city  and 
practiced  medicine  with  an  energy,  industry  and  success  never  excelled 
for  a  period  of  thirty-five  years,  and  will  long  be  remembered  as  the 
beloved  physician  by  many  thousands.  lie  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Walsh  of  Lansingburgh  December  24,  lttISS,  and  had  three  chil- 
dren. One  ilied  an  infant,  and  his  son,  Horatio  Brinsmade,  died 
.it  the  ago  oi  twenty-one,  having  graduated  from  Yale  college.  He 
was  at  the  time  of  his  last  sickness  attending  the  medical  college  at 
Albany,  His  amiable  and  accomplished  daughter  |ennie  died  in  1860, 
leaving- her  parents  childless.  In  January,  JS'M,  Dr.  Brinsmade  joined 
the  county  medical  society,  was  its  president  two  years,  and  on  retir- 
ing delivered  an  elaborate  address  on  the  medical  topography  of  Troy 
and  vicinity.  He  served  as  delegate  and  became  a  permanent  member 
of  the  State  Medical  society  of  New  York;  in  1857  and  1S5S  was  its 
vice-president  ami  delivered  an  address  on  the  registration  of  diseases, 
furnishing  the  society  with  an  accurate  record  of  his  practice  for 
twenty-one  consecutive  years,  carefully  tabulated  and  covering  300 
pages  of  the  society's  transactions.  1 1  comprised  statistics  of  ;>7,873 
cases.     In  1.800  he  presented  another  paper  on  registration,  containing 
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statistics  of  2,056  cases  treated  in  1858  and  1859.  Dr.  Brinsmade  for  a 
number  of  years  was  health  officer  of  Troy  and  chairman  of  the  board 
of  health.  He  was  also  for  many  years  a  vestryman  of  St.  Paul's 
Episcopal  church  and  a  governor  and  attending  physician  of  the  Mar- 
shall infirmary.  He  was  a  trustee  of  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  insti- 
tute and  from  1805  to  1808  its  vice-president.  In  the  latter  year  he 
became  its  president.  While  delivering  an  address  in  behalf  of  the 
institute  at  Athenaeum  hall  on  the  evening  of  June  22,  1868,  he  sud- 
denly expired.  An  autopsy  revealed  a  diseased  heart.  Dr.  Brinsmade 
had  an  amiable  disposition  and  his  presence  in  the  sick  room  was  pleas- 
ant and  assuring.  He  was  generous  and  gave  away  to  benevolent  pur- 
poses more  money  during  his  life  than  he  left  at  his  death. 

Dr.  Eber  W.  Carmiehael  was  born  September  N,  IS12.  He  was 
educated  at  Sand  Lake  and  Nassau  academies  and  at  Oberlin  college, 
Ohio.  He  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  James  Thorn 
of  Troy  in  1S36,  and  in  1837  with  Dr.  Samuel  McClellan  of  Schodack, 
until  1840,  attending  meanwhile  a  course  of  lectures  at  Castleton,  \'t., 
and  at  Albany.  He  commenced  practice  at  Greenwich,  Washington 
eountv,  and  in  18Lt  located  at  Sliters  Corners  in  Sand  Lake.  .May  1!», 
1841,  he  married  Miranda  Butz  and  had  six  children.  lie  was  active 
in  reformatory  movements  and  was  assaulted  by  a  gang  of  masked  men 
for  his  energetic  support  of  the  law  against  intemperance.  He  was  a 
member  of  Rensselaer  County  Medical  society  and  its  president  in 
18U4. 

Dr.  Alexander  IT.  Hull  was  born  at  Berlin  Centre  in  1812  and  had 
an  academic  education.  He  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  with  Dr.  Philander  11.  Thomas,  then  of  Hancock, 
Mass.,  but  subsequently  of  West  Sand  Lake,  remaining  with  him  three 
years,  meanwhile  attending  the  Berkshire  Medical  college  at  Pittsfield 
and  graduating  there  in  18;!S.  Soon  after  he  was  appointed  to  the 
Marine  hospital  at  Boston,  Mass.,  remaining  over  two  years.  His 
health  failed  and  for  a  change  he  got  appointed  assistant  surgeon  on  ;i 
government  war  vessel  commissioned  to  transport  marines  to  Rio 
Janeiro,  from  where  he  returned  in  six  months  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  his  native  town,  Berlin.  Finally  he  located  in  practice  at 
Petersburgh  from  L842  to  1860,  when  he  removed  to  West  Sand  Lake 
and  in  company  with,  his  former  preceptor,  Dr.  Thomas,  practiced 
there.  Three  years  afterward,  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Thomas,  he  suc- 
ceeded to  the  entire  business.  His  son,  Dr.  Wm,  H.  Hull,  is  a  prac- 
ticing  physician  in  Poestenkill. 
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Dr.  Robert  Collins  of  Brunswick  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  re- 
spected physicians  of  the  county,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Rensse- 
laer County  society,  and  its  president  in  1.831  and  1832.  Ide  had  two 
sons,  one  of  whom  became  a  prominent  and  wealthy  merchant  of  Troy. 
Further  particulars  of  the  good  old  doctor  are  not  obtainable.  He  had 
a  large  practice,  was  a  good  physician  and  a  most  estimable  man  ami 
citizen.  He  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Daniel  Bucklin  and  later  by  Drs. 
Biu'beck  and  St.  fohn.  At  Eagle  Mills  in  the  same  town,  Dr.  Schriven, 
Dr.  Ilolsaple,  Dr.  Westervelt  and  Dr.  Winship  were  successors  to  some 
of  his  practice. 

Dr.  Mathew  Moody  was  one  of  the  early  practitioners  at  Poestenkill 
and  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Peter  S.  F.  Westervelt,  who  in  turn  was 
succeeded  by  Dr.  Luther  JI.  Barber,  who  remained  there  in  practice 
many  years.  Later  he  associated  with  Dr.  Sabins.  Dr.  Wra.  H.  Hull 
succeeded  those  and  a  cotemporary,  Dr.  Elmer,  was  in  practice  at 
Barberville,  a  hamlet  adjoining. 

Dr.  Henry  B.  Whiton  was  born  in  Lee,  Mass.,  September  24,  1827; 
was  graduated  from  Union  college  in  1X5-1  ;  commenced  practice  in 
Elmira,  but  removed  to  Troy  in  L850,  where  he  was  a  respected  and 
successful  practitioner  until  his  death.  He  was  a  member  of  the  county 
society  and  its  president  in  18G7,  and  at  times  its  secretary.  He  was  a 
permanent  member  of  the  New  York  State  society  and  one  of  the  cura- 
tors of  the  Albany  Medical  society.  lie  was  for  eight  years  one  of  the 
governors  and  attending  physician  of  the  Marshall  infirmary.  He 
served  four  years  in  the  army  during  the  late  war  as  assistant  surgeon 
and  surgeon.     lie  had  two  sons  and  a  daughter. 

Dr.  Matthew  lleurv  Burton  was  born  in  Albany,  March  17,  1S33, 
ami  was  the  elilest  .son  of  Dr.  Caspar  Van  Wie  Burton.  His  early  ed- 
ucation was  obtained  in  Lansin£>buri>"h,  where  his  familyresided  duriiv 
Ids  youth  and  later.  He  studied  medicine  with  his  father,  who  was 
a  prominent  physician  in  Lansingburgh,  and  attended  the  Albany 
Medical  college  from  L850  to  t853,  where  he  was  graduated,  and  came 
to  Troy,  taking  the  position  as  resident  assistant  physician  at  the  Troy 
hospital.  He  subsequently  opened  an  office  on  the  northeast  corner 
of  Congress  and  Third  streets  and  became  one  of  the  attending  physi- 
cians and  surgeons  to  the  Troy  hospital,  which  position  he  held  for 
(if teen  years.  He  was  elected  coroner  three  successive  terms,  1858 
L 859  and  18(50,  and  for  nine  years  was  health  officer  of  Troy.  He  was 
also  surgeon  to  the  Third  division  National  State  Guard.    In  1858  he 
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married  Fannie  L.  Seiler  of  Troy,  by  whom  he  had  three  suns  and  two 
daughters.  One  son,  Dr.  H,  B.  Burton,  succeeded  to  his  father's  office 
and  practice.  Dr.  Burton  was  a  member  of  the  Rensselaer  County 
Medical  society  and  in  1870  its  president.  He  was  a  permanent  mem- 
ber of  the  New  York  State  Medical  society,  fellow  of  the  New  York 
State  Medical  association  and  of  the  American  Medical  association,  lie 
was  very  popular  in  the  community  and  had  a  very  extensive  and  lu- 
crative practice,  by  which  he  secured  wealth,  notwithstanding  his  lux- 
urious and  expensive  mode  of  life.  He  was  remarkable  for  his  faultless 
personal  appearance,  lor  the  neatness  and  elegance  of  his  house,  office, 
and  equipages,  which  doubtless  influenced  his  patronage.  The  doctor 
was  prominent  in  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
constant  members  of  the  Troy  club.    He  died  in  1895. 

Dr.  Avery  fudd  Skilton  was  born  February  2.  1 802,  at  Watertown, 
Litchfield  county,  Conn.  His  father's  name  was  fames  Skilton  and 
his  mother's  maiden  name  Chloe  Steele.  He  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Connecticut,  Ensign's  academy  at  Morris,  Conn.,  and 
at  the  Yale  Medical  school.  From  L822  to  1S\!;!  he  studied  medicine 
with  Dr.  Christopher  C.  Kiersted  of  Saugerties,  N.  Y.,  also  with  Dr. 
Conant-Catlin  at  Bethlehem,  lie  was  licensed  by  the  Connecticut 
State  Medical  society  March  !),  IS'.'!,  became  a  member  of  the  Rensse- 
laer County  Medical  society  in  1828  and  continued  in  arduous  practice 
until  the  fall  oi  1857.  lie  died  in  March,  liSaS.  He  was  a  man  of  in- 
defatigable industry  and  perseverance,  fond  of  science,  and  devoted 
much  of  his  leisure  to  the  subjects  of  geology,  mineralogy,  conchology 
and  botany.  lie  had  a  large  conchological  collection  and  the  writei  ul 
this  sketch  has  on  man}'  occasions  been  kept  up  until  '.'  \.  \i.  helping  him 
in  arranging  and  labeling  specimens.  II  is  mind  never  seemed  at  rest, 
always  bus)'  with  something  of  a  scientific  nature,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  he  was  overrun  day  and  night  with  calls.  Me  refused  no  one 
and  performed  more  work,  received  more  blame  and  less  money  than 
an)'  one  ol  his  confreres,  and  when  smitten  on  one  cheek  would  turn 
the  other  also  to  his  assailant.  He  was  a  consistent  and  practical 
Christian  ami  for  upwards  of  forty  years  was  a  faithful  steward  of  the 
State  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  was  for  some  years 
curator  of  the  Troy  Lyceum  of  Natural  History,  member  of  the  Amer- 
ican Association  lor  the  Advancement  of  Science,  and  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Genealogical  society,  a  subject  m  which  he  took  great  interest. 
The  names  of  his  children  are  lames  Aver}*,  Mar)-  Tabitha,  Julius  An- 
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gustus,  Charles  Candec,  Julia  Augusta,  Juliette  Augustine,  George 
Steele,  Kitty  Josephine  and  Mary  Ella.  One  of  his  sons  is  ;i  lawyer  and 
one  a  physician. 

Dr.  Thomas  W.  Blatchford  was  born  July  20,  1.794,  in  Topsham, 
Devonshire  county,  England.  I  lis  father  was  a  clergyman  ami  re- 
moved to  this  country  in  1804,  and  had  charge  of  the  Presbyterian 
congregations  of  Lansingburgh  and  Waterford.  The  doctor  in  18115 
attended  medical  lectures  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in 
New  York  ami  was  appointed  in  1814  resident  physician  of  the  prison 
in  New  York  city.  In  L815  he  visited  Europe  and  attended  two  courses 
of  medical  lectures- at  Guy's  and  St.  Thomas's  hospitals.  In  1810  he 
returned  to  New  York  and  graduated  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  in  IS17.  After  practicing  for  some  time  in  New  York  city 
lie  went  to  Jamaica,  Pong  Island,  and  practiced  there  nine  rears.  lie 
removed  to  Troy  in  1828  and  continued  in  practice  here  until  his  death, 
January  7,  18(i(!.  lie  was  interested  in  the  schools  of  the  city  and  for 
seven  years  was  presiding  officer  of  the  Hoard  of  Education,  lie  was 
also  for  several  years  a  trustee  of  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  institute 
and  the  Troy  PYmale  seminary.  Tie  was  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  was  punctual  and  faithful  in  attendance  at  church.  lie 
was  president  of  the  county  medical  society  and  of  the  New  York 
Slate  Medical  society  and  was  author  of  several  excellent  papers  and 
essays.  lie  was  a  widower  for  many  years  and  has  two  sons  and  one 
daughter  still  living, 

Dr.  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer  was  born  at  the  old  manor  house  in 
1 7915  and  was  the  third  son  of  John  J.  Van  Rensselaer  of  Greenbush. 
Alter  graduating  at  Yale  college  he  went  to  New  York  city  in  ISlo 
and  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  his  uncle,  J)r.  Archibald 
Bruce,  professor  of  materia  niedica  and  mineralogy  in  the  University 
of  the  City  of  New  York.  lie  was  graduated  in  New  York  in  1817 
and  went  abroad  to  attend  lectures  and  hospitals  in  Edinburgh  London 
and  Paris.  In  181!)  he  and  Dr.  Howard  of  Baltimore,  Md  were  the 
first  Americans  to  ascend  Mont  Blanc.  On  his  return  to  New  York 
lie  engaged  in  extensive  practice  there  and  was  for  man)-  years  cor- 
responding secretary  of  the  New  York  Lyceum  of  Natural  History. 
Dining  the  winter  of  1825  he  delivered  a.  course  of  lectures  on  geology 
before  the  New  York  Atlueneum.  In  L840  he  again  went  to  Europe  for 
three  years  and  in  1842  lie  resumed  practice  in  New  York.  In  1852  he 
returned  to  Greenbush  and  died  in  October,  1870,  shortly  after  smother 
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three  years' tour  in  Europe.  He  was  a  founder  and  senior  warden  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  of  the  Messiah  at  Greenbush. 

Dr.  Samuel  McClellan  was  born  in  Colerain,  Mass.,  fune  1  I,  IT!)?. 
He  was  the  son  of  Hugh  McClellan  and  Sarah  Wilson.  His  father  was 
an  officer  in  the  Colonial  army  of  the  Revolution.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Schodack  in  I  s l •  >  near  the  village  of  Nassau, 
Where  he  always  lived,  lie  married  Miss  Laura  Cook  in  1.81.G  and  they 
had  six  children.  He  never  sought  political  honors,  but  he  was  a  dele- 
gate to  the  Whig  National  convention  at  Baltimore  in  18-14,  which  nom- 
inated Henry  Clay  for  president.  He  was  supervisor  of  his  town  in 
1845  and  member  of  assembly  from  Rensselaer  county  in  1840.  He 
was  one  of  the  earl)'  members  of  the  county  society  and  its  president 
in  1822,  IS'.1;!  and  again  in  1839.  For  nearly  forty  years  lie  was  a 
regular  attendant  of  its  meetings  and  was  in  the  front  rank  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

Dr.  |ames  Thorn  was  born  July  20,  1802,  at  Colchester,  England. 
He  graduated  from  the  Royal  College  ol  Surgeons,  London,  August 
0,  1824,  and  commenced  practice  in  Troy  in  IS32,  where  he  had  a  large 
practice  for  thirty  years  and  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being  a  surgeon 
of  skill  He  was  twice  elected  mayor  ol  the  city  and  was  one  of  the 
governors  and  attending  physician  to  the  Marshall  infirmary,  where  he 
made  his  home,  after  being  disabled  by  paralysis,  until  his  death,  No- 
vember 27,  1 870. 

Dr.  George  H.  Hubbard  was  born  al  Hopkiutoii,  N.  II.,  f n.ne  8, 
1823;  studied  medicine  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  D.  Davis  ol:  Sutton, 
N.  II.,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Vermont  Medical  college  in  1845. 
From  that  time  to  1849  he  practiced  at  Bradford,  X.  II,,  and  from  IS.V.' 
to  IS.V>  at  East  Washington,  N.  11.,  where  he  represented  that  place 
in  the  Legislature,  lie  was  editor  of  the  New  Hampshire  fournal  of 
Medicine  from  1853  to  1851).  In  1801  he  was  commissioned  surgeon  of 
the  Second  N,  II.  Vols.,  and  remained  in  the  service  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  the  last  year  or  more  of  which  was  passed  in  charge  of  the  LL 
S.  Army  hospital  at  Troy.  In  1.808  the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  was 
conferred  on  him  by  Dartmouth  college,  lie  died  fan  navy  10,  187(1, 
from  blood  poison,  the  result  of  injury  to  his  knee.  lie  was  president 
of  the  count}'  medical  society  two  successive  years,  1808  and  1809. 

Dr.  Ch.as.  L.  Hubbell  was  born  in  Williamstown,  Mass.,  September 
Hi,  1827.  He  was  graduated  from  Williams  college  in  1840  and  from 
Berkshire  Medical  college  in  1818.     He  commenced  practice  in  Will- 
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iamstown  but  removed  to  Troy  in  1854  and  enjoyed  quite  a  large  prac- 
tice for  many  years,  during  which  time  he  became  attending  physician 
to  the  Troy  hospital  and  also  to  the  Marshall  infirmary,  lie  was  also 
attending  surgeon  to  the  Watervliet  arsenal  for  several  years.  Lie 
served  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  as  surgeon  to  the  Black  Horse 
Cavalry  and  later  to  the  L 2 th  1ST.  V.  Volunteers.  He  removed  from 
Troy  to  Williamstown  some  years  since  and  died  there.  He  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Rensselaer  County  Medical  society  in  1875.  In  September, 
1852,  he  married  [uliette  Iv  Bulkley  of  Monroe,  Mich.,  by  whom  he 
had  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Dr.  William  Pierce  Seymour  was  horn  in  Troy  <  letober  1  !,  1825,  and 
was  one  of  the  three  sons  of  Israel  Seymour  and  Luanda  L'ierce,  who 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Troy.  In  1841  he  entered  Williams 
college  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Dr.  Seymour  was  very  popular  at 
school  and  college  and  had  a  high  sense  of  honor.  During  his  last 
year  at  college  he  entered  his  name  with  Dr.  [ohn  W.  Bulkley  of  Wil- 
liamstown, Mass.,  and  after  graduating  from  Williams  college  he  en- 
tered the  office  of  Dr.  Alfred  W'otkyns  of  Troy.  Alter  several  years 
of  study  there  he  entered  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  was 
graduated  from  there  in  1848,  but  before  commencing  practice  he  re- 
turned to  Philadelphia  and  served  six  months  as  junior  assistant  to  the 
Obstetric  institute.  In  LS49  Dr.  Seymour  opened  an  office  on  Second 
street  in  Troy,  opposite  where  Music  hall  now  stands.  Cholera  pre- 
vailed in  New  York  and  before  it  should  reach  Troy  he  went  to  Xew 
York  with  the  writer  and  visited  the  cholera  hospitals  to  learn  the  dis- 
ease and  its  treatment  adopted  there.  He  soon  had  abundant  oppor- 
tunity to  practice  on  cholera  patients  on  his  return  as  the  disease  re- 
mained in  Troy  some  weeks.  Dr.  Seymour  devoted  all  his  leisure 
hours  to  stud)',  becoming  the  best  read  and  most  learned  of  the  profes- 
sion. He  was  professor  of  materia  medica  and  therapeutics  in  Castle- 
ton  Medical  college  from  1857  to  L802  and  in  L858  he  occupied  the  same 
position  in  the  Berkshire  Medical  college.  From  1803  to  1.865  he  was 
professor  of  obstetrics  and  gynecology  and  in  1870  was  professor  of 
obstetrics  and  gynecology  in  the  Albany  Medical  college,  remaining 
there  until  1875.  Ho  was  a  member  of  the  Rensselaer  County  Medical 
society  and  its  president  in  1850,  a  member  oi  the  Union  Medical  soci- 
ety, a  permanent  member  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  society  and 
fellow  of  the  New  York  .State  Medical  association  and  of  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science.     He  was  commissioned 
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in  I  si;2  as  one  of  the  auxiliary  corps  of  volunteer  surgeons  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  under  which  lie  reported  for  duty  and  served  at  Freder- 
icksburg in  May,  1804,  taking  charge  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Elisha  Har- 
ris of  tlie  White  House  marine  hospital.  In  many  of  his  views  Dr. 
Seymour  was  in  advance  of  his  profession  by  nearly  a  generation.  In 
1851  he  suffered  w  ith  an  attack  of  typhlitis,  now  known  as  appendicitis, 
and  he  charged  the  writer  to  open  his  abdomen  and  remove  the  appen- 
dix, should  it  recur.  lie  also  advocated  that  procedure  ever  afterwards 
in  his  lectures.  He  was  a  fluent  speaker  and  his  manner  was  kind 
and  gentle.  May  13,  L852,  he  was  married  to  Helen  Hughes  Wotkyns, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Alfred  Wotkyns,  and  had  two  sons — William  Wotkyns 
Seymour,  M.  D,  and  Alfred  W.  Seymour  of  Chicago.  1  )r.  Seymour 
died  April  ?,  1893,  conscious  to  the  last,  and  when  about  to  take  his 
last  breath,  with  his  own  hands  he  drew  the  sheet  over  his  own  head 
and  expired  serenely. 

Dr.  Francis  15.  Parmele  was  born  at  Richmond,  Ya.,  January  1,  L815, 
graduated  at  Albany  Medical  college  in  L84-2  and  commenced  to  prac- 
tice in  Groenbush.  lie  was  a  member  of  the  Rensselaer  Count)'  Medi- 
cal society,  president  in  L8G3,  1.870  and  1883  and  a  permanent  mem- 
ber of  the  New  York  State  society.  He  was  an  active  Episcopalian 
and  one  of  the  organizers  ol  the  church  of  the  Messiah  in  Greenbush. 
He  married  Orrilla  S.  Smith  and  after  her  death  in  18-10  married  Eliz- 
abeth II.  Brown  August  ',),  L853.  Dr.  Parmele  had  five  children,  four 
girls  and  one  son. 

Dr.  Herman  Heinrich  [ uli us  GnadendorJ'f  was  born  in  Landsburg, 
Germany,  August  28,  1824,  and  was  the  son  of  Herman  Gnadendorf] 
and  his  wile  Caroline  ( madendorff.  His  carlv  education  was  received 
in  Germany.  He  commenced  the  study  ol  medicine  in  Germany  in 
IS  III  and  soon  alter  removed  1m  New  York,  where  he  attended  the  Uni- 
versity of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  graduated  from  the  medical  de- 
partment in  1855.  lie  at  once  commenced  the  practice  ol  medicine  in 
that  city  and  after  seven  years  removed  to  Schenectady.  He  removed 
to  Troy  nine  years  later,  where  he  had  for  fourteen  years  a  large  prac- 
tice among  the  German  population,  and  also  in  connection  with  his 
brother  and  son  carried  on  a  pharmaceutical  establishment.  He  died 
in  his  chair  while  attending  a  case  on  the  night  of  December  13,  1879. 
He  was  an  Odd  Fellow,  Turner  and  Knight  Templar.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Rensselaer  County  Medical  society  since  1  SOT.  His  father 
was  a  professor  of  music  and  gave  his  son  a  thorough  musical  educa- 
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tion.  He  became  an  expert  performer  on  the  piano  and  had  liberal 
offers  to  conduct  the  choir  in  one  of  the  churches  in  Troy,  which  he 
was  obliged  to  decline  on  account  of  Ids  professional  business. 

CHAPTER  XIII. 
MASONRY  IN  RENSSELAER  COUNTY. 

The  history  of  Free  Masonry  in  Troy  begins  witli  the  institution  of 
Apollo  lodge  No.  49,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Among  the  live 
hundred  inhabitants  of  Troy  in  1796  there  were  about  twenty-live 
members  oi  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Hiram  lodge  of  Lansingburgh 
being' too  remote  for  their  convenience,  a  number  of  them  assembled 
in  the  month  of  May  to  deliberate  on  the  utility  of  establishing  a  new 
lodge  at  Troy.  The  project  meeting  with  favor,  a  petition  was  drawn, 
and  thirty-three  signatures  obtained,  praying  that  the  Grand  lodge  of 
the  State  of  New  York  giant  a  charter  for  Apollo  lodge  to  the  nomi- 
nated officers,  [ohn  Bird  as  master,  John  Woodworth  as  senior  warden 
and  Samite)  Miner  as  junior  warden.  A  charter  was  issued  June  19  to 
Apollo  lodge  No.  -lit.  The  officers  duly  installed  December  12,  1796, 
at  the  lodge  chamber  in  Moulton's  Coffee  House,  a  frame  structure 
situated  on  the  lot  adjoining  the  southeast  corner  of  Seminary  park, 
Second  street,  were  |ohn  Bird,  master;  [ohn  Woodworth,  senior  war- 
den; Samuel  Miner,  junior  warden;  Marvel  Kllis,  treasurer;  |esse 
Bacon,  secretary;  Lyman  Kllis,  senior  deacon;  Chester  Truesdell, 
junior  deacon;  Howard  Moulton  and  Benjamin  Gorton,  stewards.  Of 
the  twenty-three  applicants  for  a  charter  seventeen  were  then  enrolled 
as  members.  The  names  in  addition  to  the  officers  were  Samuel  Gale, 
Jeremiah  Pierce,  David  B.  Lynsen,  [ohn  Efnor,  [ohn  Weller,  William 
White,  David  Squire  and  Nicholas  M.  Servat. 

Active  lodge  work  began  with  the  commencement  of  the  new  year, 
[ohn  D.  Vanderheyden  being  the  first  initiate.  The  secretary  reported 
a  membership  of  forty-two  to  the  Grand  lodge  in  lune,  1798.  The 
earliest  record  of  death  in  the  lodge  was  that  of  Dr.  Samuel  Gale,  ]an- 
uary  1),  1.799.     lie  was  buried  with  the  honors  of  Masonry. 

During  the  winter  of  1799  the  lodge  removed  to  the  inn  owned  by 
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Jonas  Morgan  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Third  and  Elbow  .(now  Fulton) 
streets,  where  they  were  located  until  February,  1824,  when,  having 
obtained  a  ten  year  lease  of  rooms  on  I  he  fourth  floor  oi  the  Troy  1  louse, 
they  were  provided  with  more  convenient  quarters.  It  was  in  this 
building  that  the  lodge  continued  to  hold  meetings  during  the  anti- 
Masonic  agitation.  At  the  great  fire  of  June  20,  1820,  the  record  book 
and  many  valuable  papers  of  the  lodge  were  lost,  they  being  in  posses- 
sion of  Henry  Stockwell,  the  secretary. 

The  lodge  took  part  in  the  public  reception  given  La  Fayette  and 
suite  by  the  citizens  of  Troy  in  L824.  In  January,  is:!,"),  rooms  in  the 
Mansion  House  were  leased  and  one  year  later  they  took  possession 
of  the  rooms,  No,  1  Washington  square,  formerly  occupied  by  the  Troy 
Citizens  Corps.  The  anti-Masonic  excitement  then  having  subsided, 
Free  Masonry  experienced  a  revival ;  the  lodge,  chapter  and  encamp- 
ment were  receiving  additions  to  their  ranks,  which  necessitated  a  re- 
moval to  the  Prescott  building,  279  River  street,  in  March,  184:5.  In 
December,  1853,  they  again  removed  and  occupied  the  rooms  in  the 
Mutual  Bank  building,  corner  of  First  and  State  streets,  until  the  com- 
pletion of  the  present  Masonic  Temple,  winch  was  dedicated  April  2, 
187:!.  This  elegant  structure  was  erected  and  is  owned  by  the  Masonic 
fraternity  of  Troy.  When  completed  and  furnished  it  cost  nearly 
$10o,(K)0.  At  the  renumbering  of  the  lodges  in  the  State  in  1839 
Apollo  was  renumbered  L3. 

Apollo  lodge  was  the  third  regularly  organized  society  in  Troy,  and 
during  its  long  and  prosperous  career  has  been  closely  identified  with 
the  interests  of  Troy.  Among  its  members  were  many  distinguished 
citizens  whose  services  and  means  were  generously  bestowed  in  pro- 
moting and  sustaining  its  various  enterprises  and  public  institutions. 
For  many  years  the  lodge  contributed  to  the  maintenance  of  the  schools 
and  from  L809  until  1840'  was  an  annual  contributor  to  the  Troy 
library. 

Us  Masonic  record  is  second  to  none  in  the  Empire  State.  One  of 
her  most  distinguished  members,  the  Hon.  John  1).  Willard,  was  for 
several  years  grand  master  of  the  Grand  lodge  of  this  State  and  retired 
with  a  brilliant  record.  The  lodge  is  now  rounding  the  century  mark 
of  its  existence  with  a  membership  of  six  hundred  good  and  true  crafts- 
men who  are  justly  proud  of  the  achievements  of  Apollo  lodge  No.  13. 

In  1873  the  lodge  started  a  fund  to  be  used  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
the  proper  observance  of  its  centennial  in  189G,  the  [dan  being  to  set 
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aside  one  dollar  of  each  initiation  fee  for  the  centennial  fund.  In  De- 
cember, 1877,  the  treasurer  reported  that  all  the  outstanding  bonds 
against  the  lodge  had  been  paid,  that  the  lodge  was  out  of  debt  and 
that  it  owned  $1.(5,000  of  stock  of  the  Troy  Masonic  Hall. association. 
The  date  fixed  for  the  celebration  of  the  centennial  of  the  lodge  is  Sep- 
tember 22,  !  890. 

Of  the  twenty- three  charter  members  of  King  Solomon's  Primitive 
lodge,  thirteen  were  originally  members  of  Apollo  lodge,  which  united 
with  the  applicants  for  a  charter  for  the  new  lodge  in  asking  the  Grand 
lodge  to  grant  the  petition.  The  new  lodge  received  its  charter  June  4, 
1842,  and  its  first  meeting  under  that  instrument  was  held  in  St.  John's 
hall  [line  30  of  that  year.  The  charter  members  were  Nathaniel  T. 
Woodruff,  Horace  K.  Smith,  L„  McChesney,  Caleb  Wright,  Joseph  A. 
Wood,  A.  J.  Rousseau,  Samuel  G.  Huntington,  fohn  S.  Perry,  John 
Conkey,  Edward  Chapin,  George  R.  Davis,  Archibald  Bull,  Richard 
S.  Bryan,  John  1!.  Colegrove,  Ebcne/.er  Prescott,  Oliver  Boutwell, 
Henry  W.  [-Iolton,  Franklin  Belcher,  George  H.  Bull,  John  Blass, 
Benjamin  Cheney,  Richard  Bloss  and  Nathan  Taylor.  The  officers 
named  in  the  charter  were:  W.  M.,  Achille  [.  Rousseau;  S.  W.,  John 
S.  Perry;  ).  W.,  Joseph  A.  Wood.  The  following  were  the  first  offi- 
cers appointed  by  the  lodge :  Treasurer,  Samuel  G.  Huntington;  secre- 
tary, George  II.  Bull;  senior  deacon,  Nathaniel  T.  Woodruff;  junior 
deacon,  Horace  K.  Smith;  masters  of  ceremonies,  George  R.  Davis, 
William  Perkins;  stewards,  fohn  I!.  Colegrove,  Benjamin  Cheney. 
July  31,  1850,  the  lodge  held  exercises  commemorative  of  the  death  of 
General  Zacharv  Taylor,  which  included  the  erection,  in  the  Third 
si  root  IVapiist  cemetery,  ol  an  urn  lo  the  memory  of  the  deceased 
president  and  warrior.  Masons  were  in  attendance  from  many  sections 
ol  the  State  and  the  proceedings  were  very  imposing.  December  27, 
ls.Vl,  tile  lodge  participated  in  the  ceremony  of  dedicating  St.  John's 
hall  February  28,  1871,  it  subscribed  for  500  shares  of  stock  of  the  Troy 
Masonic  hall  association,  valued  at  $14,000.  August  2  of  the  same 
year  it  participated  in  the  ceremony  of  laying  the  corner  stone  of  the 
temple.  The  committee  from  King  Solomon's  lodge  having  a  part  in 
making  the  arrangements  for  this  great  event  was  composed  of  Frank 
A.  Andros,  William  k.  l-Iyd.e  and  Thomas  Caldwell.  The  committee 
representing  King  Solomon's  lodge  on  the  general  committee  on 
ways  and  means,  composed  of  representatives  of  all  the  Masonic  bodies 
in  Troy,  formed  to  raise  $20  100  to  pay  the  floating  debt  on  the  hall, 
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was  composed  of  William  Kemp,  J.  Crawford  Green  and  George  B. 
Smith.  An  account  of  these  ceremonies  will  be  found  in  another  part 
of  this  chapter.  The  lodge  leased  rooms  in  the  new  temple  February 
8,  187:3,  at  an  annual  rental  of  $360,  and  held  its  first  meeting  there 
April  4.  At  the  meeting  held  February  8  the  Masonic  Board  of  Relief 
was  reorganized  and  Alexander  B.  King,  jesse  B.  Anthony  and  Charles 
W.  Peoble  were  elected  to  represent  the  lodge  on  the  hoard.  At  the 
dedication  of  the  new  temple  April  2,  1872,  described  elsewhere,  King 
Solomon's  lodge  took  a  prominent  part.  Its  delegation  in  the  com- 
mittee of  arrangements  consisted  of  Alexander  1!.  King,  Jesse  11 
Anthony  and  Charles  W.  Peoble. 

King  Solomon's  lodge  was  highly  honored  June  '.'>,  1880,  when 
Brother  Jesse  B.  Anthony  was  elected,  by  acclamation,  to  the  exalted 
office  of  M.  W.  grand  master  of  the  Grand  lodge  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  then  in  session  in  New  York  city.  September  20,  1881,  the 
lodge  participated  in  memorial  funeral  ceremonies  over  fames  A. 
Garfield,  president  of  the  United  States,  which  were  held  in  Beman 
park.  October  20,  ISSli,  the  lodge  sent  a  check  for  §2,  100.70  to  ('.rand 
Master  Frank  R.  Lawrence,  as  payment  of  its  proportionate  share  in 
the  indebtedness  on  account  of  the  Xew  York  Masonic  I  [all  anil  Asylum 
fund.  April  24,  1889,  the  lodge  celebrated  the  release  of  the  hall  ami 
asylum  from  debt,  when  addresses  were  made  by  J  esse  B.  Anthony  and 
Rev.  [.  W.  Thomson  of  Greenwich,  N.  Y. 

The  semi-centennial  of  the  lodge  was  appropriately  celebrated  Octo- 
ber (5,  1892.  Addresses  were  delivered  In*  \Y  |oseph  A.  Leggett,  mas- 
ter; M.  W.  Jesse  B.  Anthony  and  M.  \V.  James  Ten  Ryck.  In  his  re- 
sume of  the  work  of  the  lodge  lor  the  half  century  Bro.  Anthony  stated 
ih.it  the  total  number  of  petitions  received  had  been  1,184,  of  which 
840  were  accepted.  The  gains  were  as  follows:  Charter  members,  '!'■>; 
raised,  797;  affiliations,  L50;  restorations,  48 ;  total,  1,024.  The  losses 
had  been  :  Deaths,  1.05;  demitted  and  withdrawn,  191;  unaffiliated  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  2;i(i;  suspended  and  expelled,  8;  total,  590;  leav- 
ing the  membership  at  that  time  Til,  besides  six  available  entered 
apprentices.  At  the  banquet  which  followed  there  were  over  1300 
brethren  and  guests.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  A.  Leggett  presided,  and  toasts 
were  responded  to  by  M.  W.  James  Ten  Lyck,  grand  master;  W.  Bro. 
Gilbert  Geer,  jr.,  senior  past  master:  \Y.  Bro.  Alexander  B.  King,  past 
master;  W.  Bro.  Charles  W.  Peoble,  W.  Bro.  Frank  A.  Andros,  \V. 
Bro.  Charles  M.  Austin,  W.  Bro.  Frank  M.  Fales,  \Y.  Bro.  Frank  C. 
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Mart  well,  R.  W.  Solomon  Strasser,  grand  steward  of  the  Grand  lodge 
and  past  master  of  Mount  Vernon  lodge  of  Albany;  ami  M.  \V.  |esse 
B.  Anthony. 

Mt.  Zion  Lodge,  No.  311,  F.  \-  A.M.,  was  chartered  June  13,  5853, 
and  instituted  fuly  1  I,  5853,  with  the  following  charter  members:  John 
S.  Perry,  1'.  L.  fones,  John  C.  House,  A.  Fisher,  De  Witt  C.  Cram, 
S.  C,  Derniott,  Reed  1!.  Bontecou,  Timothy  Mann,  William  E.  Potter, 
Leonard  ITaight,  W.  A.  Tomlinson,  L.  Van  Valkenbnrgh,  Elias  Ross, 
R.  W.  Kenyon,  John  B,  Colgrove,  fames  !S.  Keeler,  John  Price,  Wal- 
ter I.  Seymour,  William  1'.  Seymour,  Walter  L.  Kipp,  John  Oliver, 
Russell  Sage,  Samuel  Dascam,  j r. ,  George  L.  Garlick,  0.  A.  Arnold, 
E.  H.  Virgil,  Marcus  Ball,  H.  V.  Barringer,  George  Bontecou,  Amery 
Felton,  II.  S.  Benedict,  R.  1.  Moe,  Jacob  Young,  George  S.  Kenyon, 
Burrows  Cure,  George  T.  Blair,  Alanson  Cook,  Job  S.  Olin,  A.  B. 
Moore,  }.  A.  Pull  in  ami  II.  I'.  Filer.  The  first  officers  elected  were:  W. 
M.,  J.  S.  Berry;  S.  W.,  J.  S.  Keeler;  J.  W.,  R.  W.  Kenyon;  secretary, 
P.  P.  Jones;  treasurer,  E.  II.  Virgil;  S.  1).,  D.  W.  C.  Cram;  J.  D. ,  W. 
J.  Seymour.  The  lodge  held  its  first  meeting  in  the  Masonic  Temple 
on  River  street,  moving  from  there  in  December,  1853,  to  the  temple 
on  .State  street,  thence  to  the  present  Masonic  Temple  on  Third  street. 
Of  the  past  masters  living,  all  still  active  members  of  the  lodge,  there 
are  the  following:  II.  M.  Heller,  1808— 'CO— "TO ;  Fred' A.  Plum,  1ST!; 
[ulius  R.  Pettis,  1 874-75 ;  James  Knibbs,  1 87G-'88-'8i.) ;  Charles  R. 
Hicks,  1.879;  David  M.  Rankin,  1880;  E.  W.  Wood,  I  sS  1  ;  J.  R.  Tor- 
ranee,  isx;>;  Arthur  Mac  Arthur,  bss;;;  John  II.  Tappin,  188:1-;  Charles 
E.  Wilson,  L8S5 ;  (LA.  Van  Burgan,  1880;  N.  L.  Hull,  180.1;  Charles 
II  Anthony,  18'.)^  '\K\ ;  Robert  W.  Purler,  I81H  '05;  Perry  |  Ileinek, 
IS'.ni.  Mount  Zion  lodge  has  participated  in  all  the  notable  Masonic 
events  in  this  locality  since  its  institution. 

The  first  Masonic  lodge  in  Ransingburgh  was  instituted  in  1787  un- 
der the  name  of  Hiram  lodge  No.  35.  R  went  out  of  existence  in  1810. 
For  twelve  years  thereafter  there  was  no  Masonic  lodge  in  Lansing- 
burgh.  In  L822  a  dispensation  for  a  new  lodge  was  granted  Brothers 
Benjamin  W.  Horr,  Channcey  Ives,  Nathan  Morey,  A1  van  TIawley, 
Samuel  H.  Mulford,  Samuel  S.  Bingham,  David  Reading,  Ephraim 
Goss,  B.  B.  Stearns  and  Jonathan  Choat,  and  September  2(3  of  the  same 
year  the  first  meeting  was  held  under  this  dispensation.  At  the  annual 
communication  of  the  Grand  lodge  in  IS'!:;  a  warrant  was  issued  to  the 
lodge  under  the  name  of  Phoenix  lodge  No.  3(31,  bearing  date  of  June 
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23,  1823.  January  (i,  1830,  the  charter  was  surrendered,  and  the  lodge 
was  reorganized  June  14,  1838,  under  the  name  of  Phoenix  lodge  No. 
58.  Since  that  time  the  lodge  lias  prospered.  The  whole  number  who 
have  been  members  of  the  lodge  up  to  the  summer  of  1890  since  organ- 
ization is  543,  of  whom  L 73  are  still  members  in  good  standing.  The 
masters  of  Phoenix  lodge  have  been: 

Benjamin  W.  Horr,  l822-'23-'24 ;  Ephraim  Goss,  1825-'26-'27;  Alexander  MeCall, 
1828-' 2  9-' 30-' 3 1-32;  Samuel  S.  Bingham,  1 838-^4 -*88-' 89-*40-'4 1 ;  A.  L.  Lansing, 
1835;  Daniel  King,  1 84 2-' 4ii-' 4<l -' 4 S) -' 50-' 5 J -' 53 ;  A.  Whipple,  1845;  N.  Weaver, 
1846-'f>5 ;  James  M.  Austin,  1847-48;  D.  N.  Van  Pelt,  1852;  John  Gilmore,  1854;  A. 
G,  Mitchell,  1856  '57  ;  J.  H.  Weaver,  1.858;  William  J.  Newman,  1859;  Samuel  King, 
1860-61;  Charles  Weaver,  1862;  Alexander  King,  1863;  Eugene  Hyatt,  1864-65; 
Charles  S.  Holmes,  1866-  67;  Charles  W.  Derrick,  18C8;  D.  IV  Chesbrough,  186!); 
15,  A.  Skillman,  1870  71  '79  NO;  K.  A.  Derrick,  1872  1873;  E.  A.  Van  l'eli,  1874- 
'81;  |ohn  K.  Engle,  1875;  Charles  E.  Derrick,  1876;  1'.  A. '  Brewster,  1877-78; 
James  Gillespie,  1882;  R.  I'..  Sides,  1883-84;  I''.  W.  Esmond,  1885-86;  I.  W. 
Abbott,  1887;  G.  II.  Davey,  1888  '89;  John  Giles,  IS90;  1'.  R.  Chapman,  is<n  ;  C.J. 
Barker,  1892  '!):!;  W.  II.  Derrick.  1894  '95;  A.  C.  Rousseau,  ism;. 

Jerusalem  lodge,  No.  355,  I7.  &  A.  M.,  of  Lansingburgh,  held  its 
first  communication  in  the  rooms  id'  Rising  Sun  lodge,  1.  ().  O.  1'"., 
November  is,  1854,  acting  under  a  dispensation  granted  by  the  Grand 
lodge,  signed  l»v  Joseph  I).  Evans,  grand  master,  and  fames  M.  Austin, 
grand  secretary.  The  following  were  the  charter  members;  k.  J, 
Ojers  and  Daniel  Sweenj'  of  Apollo  lodge,  John  Gilmore,  B.  G  Hath- 
away, N.  I'.  Jones,  John  B.  Lake,  C.  V.  W.  Barton,  A.  <  i.  Mitchell, 
Alfred  Shumway,  A.  I).  Wallace  and  fames  Vincent  ol  Phoenix  lodge 
The  first  officers  were  elected  and  installed  December  14,  1854,  as 
follows;  John  Gilmore,  W.  M. ;  15,  <  7  Hathaway,  S  W.  ;  X.  P.  Jones, 
1  \V. ;  1 '.unci  Sweeny,  treasurer;  k.  |.  Ojers,  secretary;  |ames  \'in- 
eent,  S.  1).;  Alfred  Shumway,  J:  1).;  John  B.  I. eke,  tiler.  During  the 
forty-two  Ncars  id  the  existence  ol  the  lodge3S4  have  received  Masonic 
light  and  knowledge  within  its  walls,  some  of  whom  have  gained  prom- 
inence both  on  the  battlefield  and  in  the  halls  of  our  legislature.  At 
present  there  are  147  members  on  the  roll,  and  I  \N l  have  died.  The 
masters  of  Jerusalem  lodge  have  been; 

John  (iilmore,  1854  ami  '55;  I'..  C.  Hathaway,  1856  and  '58;  Alfred  Shumway, 
1857  and  '60;  Charles  Lapham,  1859;  Stephen  Lavender,  1861;  Daniel  Ferguson, 
1862;  Felix  Fountain,  1863  and '61;  John  B.  Lel-e,  1865  and '66;  William  II.  Shum- 
way, is«7;  Edward  Burliugame,  IS6S;  E.  J.  Evans,  I860;  Lee  Cham berliu,  1N70; 
J.  (7  Neal,  1871  ami  '72;  John  M.  Chambers,  1873, '79, '80  and 'SI ;  James  M.  Snyder, 
1874  and '75;  George  E.  Shumway,  |!>76;  D.  C.  Sippcll,  I877aud'78;  John  V.  Smith, 
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1882  and '84;  Adolpli  Roberts,  1883  and  '94;  L.  (i.  Flack,  1 885  and  "SB;  William  Gil- 
more,  1887,  '88  and  'SIS;  folin  II.  Franklin,  1889  and'' 90;  William  N  Smyth,  1891 
and '92;  Edward  W.  Wolf.  1895  and  '90. 

Greenbush  lodge,  No.  13,37,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Greenbush,  was  instituted 
February  '.'it,  I8f>-1-,  with  nine  members,  viz.:  Norman  D.  Andrews, 
master;  |"ohn  C.  Roc,  S.  \Y. ;  Martin  Miller,  |.  W. ;  Francis C.  Tucker, 
treasurer;  |ohn  Dunbar,  secretary;  Edwin  F.  Lewis,  S.  I'.;  li  I-Ienry 
Ford,  |.  U.  ;  William  Townsend,  tiler,  and  Nathaniel  I5.  Dayton.  The 
lodge  was  chartered  June  7,  1854,  with  the  following  charter  members 
in  addition  to  the  above  named:  John  L.  Dyer,  Thomas  R.  Mather, 
Oliver  Herbert,  Stephen  V.  R.  Goodrich  and  Charles  M.  Traver.  In 
December,  1.8(50,  James  II,  Miller  was  elected  treasurer  and  has  con- 
tinued iu  that  office  to  the  present  time.  The  masters  in  the  order  of 
t  heir  election  have  been  : 

Norman  I).  Andrews,  Martin  .Miller,  Thomas  R.  Mather,  fob  A.  Kslabrook,  Charles 
Melius,  Frederick  S.  Fairehild,  William  II.  Wallace,  William  II.  Lewis,  John  S. 
Hamlin,  John  G.  Cooper,  Wilson  A.  Orcutt,  Luke  Slade,  li.  C.  Crocker,  George  II. 
Russell,  Allied  1)  Crandall,  George  M.  Lowrie,  Charles  C.  Ring,  Thomas  I!.  Cur- 
ves, jr. ,  Stephen  Taylor,  J.  I'.  Barr,  Peter  G.  Rockefeller,  Thomas  Penney,  T.  Al- 
mern  Griffin  and  lames  I.  Miles,  with  Charles  A.  Bclden  and  C.  S.  Wheeler,  mem- 
bers of  this  lodge  laii  past  masters  ol  other  lodges. 

The  life  members  of  Greenbush  lodge  are: 

K.  Henry  Ford,  Griswold  Denison,  Garrett  M.  Van  O'Linda,  [ames  II.  Miller, 
William  Seaton,  Charles  Melius,  William  II.  Lewis,  Sewall  W.  Craig,  Henry  L. 
Jauss,  Robert  J.  White,  James  .\.  Morris,  William  II  Collins,  Robert  C.  Rlaekall, 
Albeit  1'.  Traver,  Stephen  Williams,  George  II.  Harden,  John  L.  Dyer,  George  T. 
Diamond,  li.  C.  Crocker  and  Jeremiah  Fouler. 

The  lodge  was  incorporated  October  I  ii,  1  Si)  1 ,  and  has  had  T.'s  mem- 
bers up  lo  |  ime,    I  S'.hi. 

Van  Rensselaer  Lodge,  No.  -bin,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Iloosiek  balls  is  the 
olTs])fing  of  Federal  lodg*e  No.  ;>;»,  and  has  kept  alive  its  memories  and 
preserved  its  records  In  I  Soli  llezckiah  Munscll,  jr.,  Seneca  Dorr  and 
David  ball,  who  were  members  of  Federal  lodge  No.  .'!:!  at  the  time 
its  warrant  was  forfeited,  w  ith  (diaries  Grover,  Sidney  Smith,  Fdwin 
Corbin,  Samuel  Crosbee  and  Robert  Lord,  obtained  a  dispensation  to 
open  and  hold  a  lodg'e  al  Iloosiek  Falls.  The  first  meeting  was  held 
under  this  dispensation  February  'Hi,  1850.  The  officers  named  in  the 
dispensation  were  Charles  Grovei",  master;  Samuel  Crosbee,  senior 
warden;  David  Rail,  junior  warden.  A.  C.  Parsons,  M.  lb  White, 
Charles  Byers,  William  Al  Cranston  and  J.  L.  Crosbee  were  initiated  at 
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the  first  meeting  of  the  lodge,  and  A.  ('.  Parsons  and  Charles  Byers 
were  the  first  to  receive  the  third  degree.  The  lodge  was  known  as 
Hoosick  lodge,  lT.  1).,  until  July  I,  1850,  when  a  warrant  was  granted 
it  under  name  of  Van  Rensselaer  lodge,  No.  400.  August  21,  ISoli,  an 
emergent  Grand  lodge  was  organized  by  R.  W.  John  S.  Perry,  D.  J*. 
(!.  M.,  when  the  new  lodge  was  constituted  and  its  officers  installed  in 
ample  form.  The  lodge  held  its  meetings  in  the  old  Phoenix  hotel  un- 
til it  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1876.  In  the  summer  of  that  year  it 
made  arrangements  with  Hon.  Walter  A.  Wood  which  resulted  in  the 
lease  of  the  present  lodge  room  for  a  term  of  years.  The  membership 
of  the  lodge  since  has  steadily  increased  and  at  present  excels  in  good 
standing  any  secret  organization  in  the  town  of  Hoosick.  During  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  18/jli  W.  Charles  Grover,  who  was  first  master  of 
the  lodge,  moved  away  from  Hoosick  Falls  and  at  the  first  annual  meet- 
ing in  December  of  that  year.W.  Bro.W.  M.  Cranston  was  chosen  mas- 
ter and  served  from  1S5?  to  1858  The  following  have  been  masters 
of  the  lodge  since  then: 

John  L.  C ros1.ee.  1859-1 800;  Marshall  F.  Whit.-,  1801-180(5 ;  John  G.  Darroch,  1807 
1S7U;  James  Waddell,  1871-1872;  J.  Leaviit  Lambert,  187:5-1874;  Isaac  A.  Allen, 
187.".  1S7C;  M.  V.  1'-.  Peters,  l,->77-ls7,S;  James  W.  Allen,  1S79-1880;  Warren  F. 
Peters,  1881-1882;  James  M.  Carpenter,  1880-1884;  James  F.  Estabropk,  1885-1X86; 
James  A.  Beckett,  1887-1888;  George  D.  Edmans,  1889-1890;  P.  McKearin,  IS'.U- 
1892;  James  G.  Byers,  jr.,  isy:{.  1894;  M.  J.  ISarly,  189:1  . 

A  memorable  occasion  in  the  history  of  the  lodge  was  the  celebration 
of  the  100th  anniversary  of  Free  Masonry  in  Rensselaer  county  August 
16,  1887.     The  lodge  has  at  present  about  170  members. 

Homer  lodge,  No.  76,  F.  &  A.  M.,  was  the  first  Masonic  lodge  in 
Schaghticoke.  It  was  organized  June  ;>,  It'.l'.l,  l  he  charter  being  signed 
by  john  Adams,  grand  secretary,  which  authorized  )osiah  Masters  to 
act  as  master,  |ainesS.  Masters  as  senior  warden  and  fames  Mallory 
as  junior  warden.  The  officers  were  instal  led  by  a  delegation  from  Troy. 
The  lodge  met  for  some  time  in  a  building  which  was  south  of  the 
Presbyterian  parsonage,  where  the  residence  of  James  E.  Pinkham 
now  stands,  and  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1S<>7.  In  ltt:>4  the  Masons 
offered  to  put  in  an  attic  story  in  the  old  Schaghticoke  house  at  their 
own  expense,  which  they  were  allowed  to  do.  The  lodge  held  meet- 
ings there  until  1847,  when  it  forfeited  its  charter. 

November  13,  1867,  Victor  lodge,  F.  &  A.  M  ,  was  organized  in 
Schaghticoke,  the  first  officers  being:  W.  II.  Steele,  W.  M. ;  George 
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W.  French,  S.  W.  ;  Charles  A.  Pickett,  J.  W. ;  John  A.  Baucus,  treas- 
urer; and  Chauncey  1!.  Slqcum,  corresponding'  secretary.  This  lodge 
held  meetings  in  the  old  lodge  rooms  until  the  big  lire  which  occurred 
Friday,  September  3,  ISSO,  when  the  records  and  paraphernalia  were 
destroyed.  This  lire  destroyed  the  Schaghticoke  house,  Barker's  Opera 
house,  and  the  residences  of  Mrs.  [.  D.  Richard  and  Morgan  Congdon. 
Shortly  after  this  the  present  rooms  in  the  Congdon  block  were  rented 
and  taken  possession  of  September  -t  of  the  same  year.  Preparations 
were  begun  for  a  thorough  renovation  of  the  rooms,  the  purchase  of 
new  furniture  and  many  other  improvements.  The  lodge  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  its  present  membership  being  144.  The  records 
of  the  lodge  up  to  the  year  1880  were  burned  September  J,  1880.  The 
masters  of  the  lodge  since  that  time  have  been:  1SS0-1882,  George 
W.  Pinch;  1883,  R.  C  Gunner;  1884,  George  B.  Burton;  1885-1888, 
Edward  Burlingaihe;  1889-1891,  George  W.  Finch;  1892-1803,  Ed- 
ward Buchanan.;  IS94-189B,  10.  Newton  Beale. 

Sunnyside  lodge,  No.  731,  F.  Ov  A.  M.,  of  Castleton,  is  a  branch  of 
the  old  Schodack  Union  No.  87  and  was  organized  December  17,  1872. 
Through  the  efforts  of  Franklin  P.  Harder,  Charles  Van  Buren,  Henry 
Vandenbnrgh  and  several  others  the  Masonic  spark  which  had  existed 
in  the  village  for  some  time  was  blown  into  a  flame.  A  meeting  was 
held  on  the  night  of  December  17,  1872,  and  the  lodge  was  instituted 
by  Jesse  B.  Anthony  of  Troy.  The  charter  members  were  John  D. 
Smith,  John  \V.  McKnight,  Frederick  Hill,  Franklin  P.  Harder, 
Charles  Van  Buren,  Henry  Vandenbnrgh,  Charles  H.  Smith  and  George 
Fisher.  At  the  meeting  the  following  officers  were  chosen:  Franklin 
1'.  Harder,  \V  M. ;  Charles  Van  buren,  S.  W. ;  John  1).  Smith,  J.W. ; 
Henry  VaiKlenburgh,  treasurer;  ]ohn  \V.  McKnight,  secretary;  Fred- 
erick Hill,  S.  D.  ;  Charles  II.  Smith,  J.  D.  ;  George  Fisher,  tiler.  From 
its  incipiency  the  organization  has  been  prosperous  ami  at  present  has 
seventy-eight  members  in  good  standing.  Regular  communications 
of  the  lodge  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  of  each  month 
at  the  temple  on  River  street. 

The  masters  of  Sunnyside  lodge  since  its  organization  have  been  : 

1872-1878,  F.  1'.  Harder;  1870,  Frederick  Hill;  L880,  John  W.  McKnight;  1881, 
Frederick  Hill;  L882,  Osborne  Faring;  1883,  Frederick  Hill;  1884,  Peter  G.  Clark; 
1 885-1881),  F.  P.  Harder;  1890,  Wm.  H.  Clapper;  1891,  Thomas  J.  Lape;  1892-1894, 
George  Porter;  1  !S1>5  ,  Charles  Van  Buren. 

Star  lodge  No.  070,  F,  and  A   M.,  is  one  of  the  pioneer  lodges  6"r  this 
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country,  its  early  history  dating'  back  into  Revolutionary  times.  At 
that  time  the  lodge  was  formed  in  the  town  of  Petersburg])  and  existed 
for  a  number  of  years.  Its  charter  was  revoked,  but  in  a  short  time 
another  was  secured.  This  was  subsequently  rec  alled  and  it  was  not 
until  ISiiS  that  the  charter  under  which  the  present  lodge  exists  was 
obtained.  July  6,  18/J8,  a  meeting'  of  ten  prominent  residents  of  the 
town  was  called  and  the  lodge  was  instituted.  The  charter  members 
were  Rev.  Caleb  C.  Bedell,  11.  Moses,  sr.,  ( ).  1  >.  Thnrbcr,  K.  Craw- 
ford, G.  1.  Harmon,  M.  L.  Powers,  11  G.  [ones,  A.  Manchester,  S.  II. 
Hand  and  L.  Coon.  The  first  officers  were :  \V.  M.,C.C.  Bedell ;  S.W., 
M.  L.  Powers;  J.  W.,  Ii.  .Moses,  sr.;  S.  D.,  II.  ("..  Jones;  J.  L).,  E. 
Crawford;  treasurer,  O.  I  >.  Thurber;  secretary,  G.  1.  Harmon;  tiler, 
L.  Coon.  The  present  officers  of  the  lodge  are:  \V.  M.,  Llmer  Lam- 
phere;  S.  W.,  Le  Grand  Babcock;  J.  W. ,  Byron  Meithew;  treasurer, 
Edwin  Manchester;  secretary,  15.  W.  Gilford;  masters  of  ceremonies, 
M.  P.  Stewart  and  Andrew  Carr. 

Patriot  lodge  No.  39,  P.  &  A.  M. ,  existed  in  Pittstown  in  the  early 
days  of  the  town.  Most  ol  the  records  of  the  organization  are  missing'. 
Those  which  have  been  preserved  show  that  in  1795  [ames  MeClung 
was  master,  Lyman  Ellis  secretary,  Plias  Randall  treasure!',  Herman 
Van  Vcghten  S.  I).,  Joseph  Fish  J.  I).,  William  Brown  and  |ames 
Fairbairn  stewards  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Campbell  chaplain.  Mr.  Me 
Clung  was  master  until  1797.  He  was  succeeded  in  1798  by  Herman 
Van  Vcghten,  from  1799  to  1801  by  Robert  Van  Tyne,  in  1802  and 
180:>  by  Andrew  Brown,  in  1804  and  L805  by  Robert  Van  Tyne,  and  in 
180(1  by  John  Kinnicut.  The  lodge  probably  ceased  to  exist  about  this 
lime. 

The  first  Masonic  lodge  organized  in  the  town  of  Schodack  was  the 
old  Yates  lodge,  whose  hall  was  located  at  the  "Brick  hotel"  at  Scho- 
dack Centre.  This  organization  was  effected  under  a  dispensation 
granted  by  Governor  I  )e  Wilt  Clinton  in  1808,  he  being  grand  master 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity  at  that  time,  and  Christopher  C.  Yates,  a  dep- 
uty grand  master,  was  empowered  to  organize  the  Schodack  lodge, 
which  received  the  name  of  Yates  lodge  of  Ancient  York  Masons.  The 
charier  members  were  John  Herrick,  Nicholas  Drum,  jr.,  Abraham 
Lansing,  John  S.  Miller,  Obadiah  Yates,  Frederick  Miller,  Nathan 
Burton,  John  Burton,  James  Wilson,  Pli  Chadwick,  Charles  R.  Strong, 
James  Gardner,  Michael  Van  Deusen,  David  Bell,  John  f.  Miller  ami 
George  Id.  Birch.  The  first  officers  were :  Master,  John  S.  Miller;  sen- 
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ior  warden,  John  rierrick:  junior  warden,  Charles  K.  Strong';  senior 
deacon,  [ohn  Burton;  junior  deacon,  Abraliain  Lansing  ;  treasurer, 
George  II.  Birch;  secretary;  Nathan  Burton;  tiler,  Obadiah  Yates. 
It  appears  from  the  minutes  of  Yates  lodge  that  another  lodge  existed 
somewhere  in  the  town,  by  the  name  of  Schodack  lodge,  which  may 
have  been  in  existence  when  Yates  lodge  was  organized.  Yates  lodge 
continued  its  sessions  until  1.855  1  ,  when  the  record  ends. 

Schodack  Union  lodge  No.  S7,  F.  &  A.  M.,  was  organized  about  the 
year  1841.  The  first  regular  meetings  were  held  at  the  "old  brick 
tavern."  Soon  alter  the  meeting  place  was  removed  to  the  old  tavern 
at  Schodack  Centre,  known  as  Masonic  hall,  and  several  years  later  the 
headquarters  was  again  changed  to  Scott's  Corners.  A  large  number 
of  lodges  have  sprung  from  Schodack  Union,  including  Grecnbush 
lodge,  Valatie  lodge,  Snnnyside  lodge  at  Castleton,  and  Gratitude  lodge 
at  Nassau.  Among  its  first  masters  were  fames  Van  Alen  of  Nassau, 
and  David  Booth  of  Scott's  Corners. 

Gratitude  lodge  No.  071,  F.  &  A.  M.,  began  its  career  under  the 
name  of  Nassau  lodge,  under  a  dispensation  granted  in  1807,  with  I). 
P.  Davis  as  W.  M.,  Aaron  Gilford  as  S.  \V .  and  George  L.  Fighmy  as 
J,  IV.  The  first  regular  session  w  as  held  at  Nassau,  September  20  of 
that  year,  but  the  organization  was  not  duly  chartered  until  the  follow- 
ing summer,  when,  June  I'.},  Iscs,  its  received  its  charter  and  rank  as 
Gratitude  lodge  No.  (171.  The  first  officers  were:  VV.  M.,  George  F. 
Righmy;  S.  W.,  James  Van  Alen;  J.  W. ,  George  B.  Mitchell.  Many 
of  the  first  members  came  from  Schodack  Union  lodge  of  Schodack. 
Among  the  early  masters  of  the  lodge  were  I  >.  P.  I  >.tvis,  George  L. 
Righniy,  lames Y.m  Alen,- jr.,  John  II.  Kane,  |nhn  1.  Holt  and  Aaron 
( iilToi  il. 

Apollo  Comniandery,  No.  If),  Knights  Templar,  came  into  existence 
August  1\\  1  853!),  by  dispensation,  under  the  title  of  Apollo  encamp- 
ment, and  its  first  commander  was  Sir  Thomas  T.  Wells.  Work  under 
dispensation  was  continued  until  | imc  I,  1811,  when  a  warrant  was 
granted  by  the  Grand  encampment  of  the  State,  and  Apollo  encamp- 
ment, No.  15,  was  duly  constituted,  and  the  officers  were  installed  (Sir 
Joel  G.  Candec,  commander)  in  the  following  August.  It  bad  a  mem- 
bership at  that  time  of  thirty-eight.  In  1858  the  name  was  changed 
to  Apollo  eommandery,  No.  15.  November27,  1880,  Apollo  Drill  com- 
pany was  organized.  from  this  has  developed  the  now  famous  Apollo 
Drill  corps,  which  under  tin  ;  file  leadership  of  Sir  James  II.  Floyd,  its 
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commander,  in  recent  years  has  won  for  itself  many  laurels,  an  envia- 
ble position  and  a  national  reputation.  The  record  of  the  command- 
ery  is  replete  with  interesting'  incidents  and  notable  occasions  and 
fame  has  spread  far  and  wide.  During  its  entire  history  Apollo  has 
maintained  a  reputation  of  being  composed  of  men  active  and  ener- 
getic in  Masonry  and  zealous  to  promote  the  cause  of  templarism,  ami 
as  a  result  it  has  been  eminently  successful  in  all  its  undertakings.  Its 
deeds  of  charity  anil  pure  beneficence  have  been  innumerable,  and  it 
has  exercised  a  potent  influence  for  good.  [ts  roster  of  members  con- 
tains many  names  of  prominent  and  honored  citizens  of  Troy  and 
vicinity.  Its  growth  has  been  constant  ami  steady  and  at  the  close  of 
the  last  Templar  year  its  membership  numbered  519.  For  proficiency 
in  ritualistic  work,  excellence  and  precision  in  drill,  harmony  and 
brotherly  kindness  among  its  members,  knightly  bearing,  elevation  of 
morale  and  splendid  esprit  dn  corps  it  stands  at  the  head  of  the  order  in 
the  State,  and  without  a  superior  in  the  nation.  A  list  of  the  com- 
manders is  appended: 

Thomas  T.  Wells,  Joel  G.  Cahdee,  Abel  Wetherbee,  Archibald  Bull,  fames  liege- 
man, John  S.  Perry,  Richard  Bloss,  k.  W.  Ken  you,  F.  T.  Pavknian,  Marcus  Hall, 
George  Babcock,  George  F.  Sims,  R.  \Y.  Roberts,  L.  A.  Rousseau,  fames  W.  Cu- 
sack,  Henry  B.  Harvey,  Jesse  B.  Anthony,  Julius  R,  Pettis,  George  B.  Smith,  The- 
odore K.  Haslehurst,  Henry  B.  Thomas,  I  lenry  Stowell,  A.  G.  <  S.oldthwaile,  S.  V  Stui  - 
tevant,  John  F.  Shafer,  Arthur  MacArthur,  James  II.  Lloyd,  William  Peckham, 
Robert  B.  Stiles,  Eugene  A.  Van  Pelt,  Frederick  W.  Sim,  Daniel  11.  Aycrs. 

Phoenix  Chapter,  No.  133,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Lansingburgh,  was  established 
in  184T)  when,  November  22,  Companions  .Samuel  S.  Bingham,  Daniel 
King,  S.  I  >.  Smith,  II.  G.  Holmes,  A.  Whipple,  C.  S.  Houghton,  II 
Is  nickcrh.K'ker,  S.  Freiot,  Chauneey  Ives,  Nicholas  Weaver  and  Will- 
iam McMurray  met  under  a  dispensation  from  the  (baud  lodge  and 
elected  these  officers:  High  priest,  Samuel  S.  Bingham;  king,  Daniel 
King;  scribe,  S.  D.  Smith;  C.  of  II.,  A.  Whipple;  I".  S.,  N.  Weaver; 
R.  A.  C.  and  secretary,  S.  Freiot;  M.  of  Third  Vail,  S.  S.  Houghton; 
M.  of  Second  Vail  and  treasurer,  G.  F.  Holmes;  M.  of  First  Vail,  Will- 
iam McMurray.  At  the  annual  convocation  of  the  grand  chapter  a 
charter  was  granted  bearing  the  date  of  February  5,  L850.  The  whole 
number  who  have  been  members  of  the  chapter  since  its  organization 
up  to  the  summer  of  189G  is  304,  the  present  membership  being  no. 
The  high  priests  of  the  chapter  have  been  : 

S.  S.  Bingham,  l8r>0-'51-'53-'53-T>5  '5(3;  Daniel  King,  1804;  William  J,  Newman, 
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1857-'58-'59-'fl0;  Charles  Lapham,  1861;  E.  Hyatt,  1802';  T.  Sands.  1863;  A.  Kirk- 
patrick,  1804;  Charles  Weaver,  l8(>5-'06;  F.  Fountain,  l867-'08-'69-'7(»;  William  II. 
Shumway,  1871-72;  E.  A.  Skillman,  l87i{-'74-'75-'7(i ;  E.  A.  Van  Pelt,  1877-78  '79- 
'80;  John  M.  Chambers,  lS81-'82-'8:5-'84-'85;  J.  F.  Smith,  l880-'87--'88;  William 
Gilmore,  1889-'90-'91 ;  George  II.  Davry,  1 892-' 93-' 94 ;  C.  J.  Barker,  i 895-' 90. 

Greenbush  Chapter,  No.  274,  R.  A.  M.,  was  instituted  May  5,  1875, 
with  the  following  officers  and  members:  Charles  Melius,  high  priest; 
Simeon  Savage,  king;  George  11.  Russell,  scribe;  George  II.  Simmons, 
treasurer;  William  C.  Ruyter,  secretary;  William  Seaton,  captain  of 
host;  E.  C.  Crocker,  principal  sojourner;  William  Teller,  royal  arch 
captain;  Benjamin  Evans,  jr.,  M.  of  3d  V. ;  Alfred  I).  Crandall,  M.  of 
Sid  V.  ;  A.  M.  Rose,  M.  of  1st  V. ;  William  M.  Killeen,  tiler;  and  Com- 
panions ]ohn  Thompson,  fohn  C.  Poyle,  Frederick  Carr,  Prank  Rusk, 
James  Hendricks  and  Horace  Russell.  The  chapter  was  chartered 
February  3,  L87(i,  with  the  following  additional  companions,  who  are, 
with  the  foregoing,  charter  members:  fames  M.  Miller,  Luke  Slade, 
Albert  Phelps,  George  15.  .Mitchell,  Jacob  R.  Parsons,  Thomas  S.  Cal- 
lender,  Philip  Weest,  Albert  j.  Dings,  Lawrence  Rysedorph,  William 
T.  Miles,  Charles  II.  Oilman,  Justin  Feldt,  John  lk  Wicks,  Edwin  A. 
Shter,  William  II.  Sliter,  George  W.  \ran  Ilise  and  Albert  P.  Traver. 
The  chapter  was  incorporated  August  22,  1894.  The  high  priests  in 
the  order  of  their  election  are:  (.diaries  Meli  us,  Simeon  Savage,  (Jeorge 
II.  Russell,  E,  C.  Crocker,  William  Tidier,  Thomas  P..  Purves,  jr., 
Arthur  W.  I  lines,  Thomas  Phibbs,  Robert  Mitton,  fames  F.  Doran, 
James  1.  Miles.  Life  member,  E.  C.  Crocker.  In  the  summer  of  I89G 
there  were  ninety  one  members  on  the  roll. 

R.ivuiond  Chapter,  No.  \'  IS,  R.  A.  M.,  is  connected  with  Van  Rensse- 
laer lodge  of  lloosick  Falls.  The  first  dispensation  'of  Raymond  chapter 
was  granted  Februarys,  I  s1;  l ,  by  M .  E.  Rees  G.  Williams,  D.  G.  II.  P., 
on  the  recommendation  of  Phoenix  chapter,  No.  Pi."},  of  Lansingburgh, 
to  Miram  Moses,  David  Ball,  fames  Waddell,  |.  Leavitt  Lambert, 
Smith  A  Skinner,  Charles  15.  Morcy,  M.  L.  Powers,  Warren  F.  Peters, 
S.  W.  Stewart,  J,  I).  Worth,  and  L.  S.  Finch.  The  officers  named  in 
the  dispensation  were  James  Waddell,  II,  P.;  J.  Leavitt  Lambert,  K.  ; 
and  Smith  A.  Skinner,  S.  The  first  to  receive  the  mark  degree  were 
Daniel  E.  Spencer,  P.  C.  AY.  Hull  and  C.  W.  Buck,  March  2,  18(59. 
The)'  were  also  first  exalted  to  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  the 
evening  of  the  same  clay.  The  dispensation  was  renewed  |une  18, 
1871,  by  M.  E.  John  W.  Simons,  grand  high  priest,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing' February  the  charter  was  granted.  v 
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A  Mark  lodge  had  existed  in  Hoosick  many  years  before.  It  was 
instituted  as  Hoosick  Mark  lodg'e  February  •>,  ISO?,  the  warrant  having 
been  granted  to  W.  S.  Cardall,  Reuben  Faxon,  William  Goodrich  and 
others,  but  the  name  was  subsequently  changed  to  Federal  Mark  lodge 
No.  37.     The  lodge  ceased  to  exist  after  a  career  of  eight  years. 

Star  lodge  No.  941  of  Petersburgh;  which  ceased  to  exist  many  years 
ago,  was  instituted  in  the  year  L810  with  these  officers:  W.  M.,  Russell 
Wilkerson ;  1.  W.,  Thomas  Rix;  secrclarv,  Isaac  1!.  Maine.  Most  of 
the  records  oi  the  lodge  either  have  been  destroyed  or  are  in  such  con- 
dition that  it  is  impossible  to  write  a  trustworthy  history  of  the  organ- 
ization . 

For  many  years  prior  to  is?]  the  question  of  building  a  Masonic 
temple  was  discussed  in  the  several  lodges  located  in  Troy.  About 
that  time  the  General  Room  committee  of  1871,  having  determined 
that  it  was  inexpedient  to  rent  rooms,  resolved  that  it  was  "deemed 
advisable  to  procure  a  site,  erect  a  building  and  give  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity  of  Troy  the  long  'wished  for  plan  ol  having  a  home  of  their 
own."  A  sub-committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a  bdl  to  incorporate 
"  The1  Troy  Masonic  llall  association,"  also  to  report  a  plan  for  organ- 
ization on  a  joint  stock  basis  January  1?,  1871,  the  committee  unani- 
mously voted  to  purchase  the  lots  Nos.  la  and  1?  Third  street,  for  the 
sum  of  $30, 000.  The  lodges  approved  of  the  action  and  the  secretary 
of  the  general  committee,  Brother  Jesse  B.  Anthony.,  presented  a  plan 
by  which  the  lodges  could  raise  money  to  enable  them  to  take  stock  of 
the  association.  ll  was  known  as  the  life  commutation  of  dues,  and 
has  proven  successful.  The  Masonic  Hall  association  was  incorporated 
February  I  A,  1871,  the  first  officers  being  George  B.iheoek,  president; 
1  I.  l-Tagg,  \  ice  president;  George  P.  Sims,  treasurer;  [esse  1!. 
Anthony,  secretary;  and  these  trustees:  Charles  Cleminshaw,  Apollo 
lodge;  |esse  II.  Anthony,  King  Solomon's  Primitive  lodge;  George 
Babcoek,  Mount  Zion  lodge;  Alexander C.  Ring,  Apollo  chapter;  [<>hn 
L.  Flagg,  Delta  lodge  of  Perfection;  Levi  II.  Button,  Bloss  council; 
George  P.  Sims,  Apollo  comniandery ;  trustees  elected  by  shareholders, 
Robert  B.  Rauken,  fohn  Don,  Gorton  1'.  Cozzens.  The  capital  stock 
of  the  corporation  was  $$75,000, 

The  first  stone  of  the  foundation  of  the  Masonic  Temple  was  laid 
June  Hi,  1871  precisely  three  quarters  of  a  century  alter  the  charter 
was  granted  to  the  first  lodge  (A polio).  The  corner  stone  of  the  temple 
was  laid  with  Masonic  ceremonies  August       ISM.     Parly  in  the  after- 
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noon  a  parade  was  held,  under  the  direction  of  Eminent  Sir  fames  W. 
Cusack  as  grand  marshal.  Besides  the  Masonic  bodies  of  Troy  there 
were  in  the  procession  Phoenix  lodge  No.  58  and  Jerusalem  lodge  No. 
355  of  Lansingburgh,  livening  Star  lodge  No.  75  of  West  Troy, 
Cohoes  lodge  No.  I  Hi  of  Cohoes  and  officers  of  the  (irand  lodge  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  The  ceremony  at  the  corner  stone  included  music 
by  Doring's  band;  prayer  by  the  grand  chaplain,  Rev.  J.  \V.  Carhart  ; 
followed  by  tlie  usual  ceremonial  prescribed  by  the  Masonic  ritual.  An 
anthem  composed  by  Charles  C.  Clark  of  Mount  Zion  lodge  No.  .'II  1  was 
rendered  by  the  choir,  and  Brother  Jesse  B.  Anthony,  P.  M.  of  King 
Solomon's  Primitive  lodge  No.  91,  delivered  an  eloquent  oration.  The 
closing  ode  was  written  by  Brother  H.  M.  Heller,  P.  M.  of  Mount  Zion 
lodge. 

The  dedication  of  the  temple  occurred  April  4,  1872,  the  ceremony 
being  performed  by  the  grand  master  and  officers  of  the  Grand  lodge. 
M.  W.  John  \V.  Lewis,  past  grand  master,  was  the  orator  Al'lei 
the  ceremonies  the  grand  officers  and  invited  guests  returned  to  the 
Troy  house,  where  a  banquet  was  served.  A  concert  at  the  temple  oc- 
curred in  the  evening,  followed  by  a  ball.  The  total  expense  of  the 
lot,  building  and  furnishing  was  about  $1 00, 000. 

In  I8GG  the  several  Masonic  bodies  in  Troy,  feeling  that  a  library 
was  needed  in  the  city  foi  their  exclusive  use  and  benefit,  decided  to 
establish  .such  a  library.  A  joint  committee  was  appointed  to  devise  a 
plan  to  carry  the  project  into  effect,  and  the  result  was  that  all  the 
local  members  of  the  order  contributed  towards  the  proposed  institu- 
tion. It  was  not  long  before  a  large  library  was  collected,  and  the 
number  ol  hooks  is  constantly  increasing. 

The  Masonic  exercises  commemorating  the  release  from  debt  of  the 
Masonic  hall  and  asylum  in  New  York  occurred  at  the  Masonic  temple 
on  the  evening  of  April  '.'I,  ISSD,  under  the  direction  of  Apollo  lodge, 
King  Solomon's  lodge  and  Mount  Zion  lodge.  The  exercises,  which 
were  opened  by  prayer  by  the  Rev.  T.  P.  Sawin,  included  singing  by 
the  Mendelssohn  quartette;  addresses  by  M.  VV.  |esse  B.  Anthony  ami 
by  Rev   J.  W.  Thompson  of  Greenwich. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 
RENSSELAER  COUNTY'S  NATIONAL  GUARD.1 

The  history  of  the  military  of  Rensselaer  county  dates  from  a  very 
early  period.  The  early  records  of  the  various  towns  of  the  county 
show  that  some  sort  of  military  organization  existed  during  the  French 
and  Indian  Wars,  and  that  during  the  final  desperate  struggle  of  that 
long  series  of  contests  between  the  French  and  English  for  supremacy 
in  America,  distinct  and  thoroughly  organized  companies,  even  one  or 
more  entire  regiments,  were  maintained  in  the  count}'.  Reference  to 
these  early  heroes  is  found  in  the  history  of  the  count)'  and  in  the  his- 
torical sketches  of  the  various  towns. 

When  the  War  of  the  Revolution  was  in  progress,  and  probably  very 
soon  after  its  inauguration,  a  large  portion  of  the  qualified  male  inhab- 
itants of  the  count)'  were  serving  in  the  Continental  army.  It  is  a 
matter  of  keen  regret  that  the  records  of  the  doings  of  these  heroes  of 
Revolutionary  times  were  kept  in  so  unsatisfactory  a  manner,  fre- 
quently not  having  been  officially  preserved;  for  it  is  impossible  to  tell 
the  story  of  the  achievements  of  these  brave  men  in  anything  but  a 
general  and  altogether  too  vague  way.  In  preceding  pages  will  be  found 
a  summary  of  the  operations  of  the  soldiers  of  the  county  of  Rensse- 
laer in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  in  the  War  of  1 81 '2  and  finally  in 
thai  ineiiior.il ile  sanguinary  eonlliet  known  .in  the  Warol  the  Rebellion, 
or  the  Civil  War.  In  the  history  of  each  town  a  more  detailed  refer- 
ence lias  been  made  to  the  men  who  served  their  country  in  these  try- 
ing times.  What  is  believed  to  be  a  complete  list  of  the  Rensselaer 
county  militia  will  also  be  found  in  preceding  pages.  2 

Tin.  Old  Citizens  Corps. 

The  National  Guard  of  the  State  of  New  York,  or  as  it  recently  has 

I  Compiled  by  Captain  Wait  II  Stillman "of  the  Sixth  Separate  Company,  Captain  James  H. 
Lloyd  >'t  tin-  Twenty-first  Separate  Company,  Captain  J,  I'  I'reanor  of  the  Twelfth  Separate 
Company  and  .Major  Isaac  L<\  Handey. 

'-'  See  Chapter  VII. 
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been  officially  styled,  the  National  Guard  of  New  York,  is  well  rep- 
resented in  Rensselaer  county.  The  oldest  organization  is  the  Troy 
Citizens  corps — the  Sixth  Separate  company,  National  Guard  of  New 
York.  The  early  history  of  the  old  corps  is  contained  in  the  following", 
written  several  years  ago  by  an  acknowledged  authority  on  military 
matters  in  Troy 

After  the  war  of  1812  interest  in  military  matters  in  this  State  was  for  a  long  time 
dormant.  The  militia  of  New  York,  through  continued  neglect,  became  much  de- 
moralized. The  system  of  organization  then  in  vogue,  never  too  good,  had  been 
quite  outgrown,  and  its  defects  became  each  year  more  apparent.  At  length  intelli- 
gent men  began  to  deplore  the  lack  of  a  trustworthy  eitiz.en  soldiery,  and  to  cast 
about  them  for  expedients  by  which  public  interest  could  be  awakened,  and  a  good 
class  of  citizens  induced  to  render  military  service.  Of  these  one  of  the  most  fruit- 
ful in  good  results  was  the  device  of  independent  companies.  .  .  .  The  first 
company  organized  under  this  plan  was  the  Albany  Burgesses  corps,  in  1833,  and 
the  Troy  Citizens  corps  and  Utica  Citizens  corps  soon  followed. 

In  accordance  with  a  notification  previously  published  in  the  city  papers,  a  meet- 
ing of  those  interested  was  held  at  the  assembly  room  of  the  Troy  house  September 
23,  1835,  and  an  organization  effected  by  the  choice  of  Thomas  Turner,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Albany  ironworks,  as  captain,  and  Henry  R.  Bristol,  then  county 
clerk  of  Rensselaer  county,  as  president 

'l~he  uniform  adopted,  it  may  be  added,  was  substantially  that  of  the  old  Trojan 
Greens.  This  was  a  company  which  had- flourished  in  Troy  before  the  war  of  1812, 
had  done  good  service  in  the  field  during  that  contest,  and  had  fallen  to  pieces  boon 
after  the  end  of  hostilities.  Captain  Turner  at  one  time  was  its  commanding 
officer. 

Tlie  formation  of  the  Citizens  corps  was  greeted  with  popular  favor, 
and  from  the  outset  it  had  the  countenance  of  many  of  the  most  prom- 
inent men  of  the  city.  One  of  the  first  honorarv  members  was  the 
lion,  William  L  Maivv,  and  the  company's  first  lessons  in  the  military 
art  were  under  the  personal  supervision  of  General  John  15.  Wool. 
General  Genet,  too,  was  an  active  patron  of  the  new  company.  The 
corps  received  a  charter  from  the  Legislature  May  '.'0,  1836.  The  first 
officers  were:  Captain,  Thomas  Turner;  first  lieutenant,  Alfred  II. 
Peirce;  second  lieutenant,  Erastus  F.  Brigham  ;  third  lieutenant,  Lewis 
Lyons.  The  first  drill  room  was  in  the  small  hall  near  the  Mansion 
house  and  adjacent  to  that  hotel.  The  corps  soon  removed  to  the 
southwest  corner  of  Congress  and  Third  streets,  where  the  armory  was 
maintained  several  years.  When  the  Tibbits  building,  called  the  mili- 
tary hall,  was  erected,  on  the  site  of  the  old  State  armory,  where  Ger- 

1  History  of  the  Troy  Citizens  Corps,  by  Harry  I'.  Judson:  1884. 
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mania  hall  now  stands,  the  corps  removed  its  quarters  to  that  pi  ice. 
This  was  occupied  until  the  building' was  burned  in  the  lire  of  L 84 8. 
when  the  city  authorities  granted  the  use  of  Fulton  market,  where 
headquarters  were  maintained  until  1804,  when  the  records  and  com- 
pany property  were  removed  to  Cannon  Place  and  subsequently  they 
were  destroyed  by  lire  in  that  building'. 

The  old  Citizens  corps  participated  in  many  events  of  interest  to  the 
city.  As  related  more  in  detail  in  another  part  of  this  work,1  it 
quelled  the  riot  occurring  on  St.  Patrick's  day  in  18157,  being  called  out 
by  Mayor  Richard  P.  Mart.  In  1839,  and  again  in  3.844,  the  corps  was 
ordered  out  to  assist  in  suppressing  the  famous  anti-rent  troubles, 
which  took  on  the  character  of  a  small  war.  The  first  regular  tour  of 
camp  duty  was  at  Saratoga  July  19  to  20,  1841.  On  various  other  oc- 
casions the  company  was  called  upon  to  attend  public  gatherings  to 
preserve  order,  particularly  at  public  executions.  It  also  attended  the 
funerals  of  deceased  members  in  Troy  and  of  prominent  military  men 
in  other  places.  Occasionally  it  would  be  called  upon  to  entertain  vis- 
iting military  organizations  from  other  places,  and  not  infrequently  it 
made  pleasure  trips  to  various  points,  frequently  entertained  by  other 
companies..  February  1.9,  1801,  the  corps,  under  Captain  II.  L.  Shields, 
received  President-elect  Lincoln  at  the  Union  depot. 

April  23,  I  SO  1 ,  Captain  Shields  tendered  to  the  adjutant-general  of 
the  State  the  services  of  his  company  to  aid  the  government  in  sup- 
pressing" the  rebellion,  but  the  offer  was  declined  on  the  ground  that  a 
separate  company  of  infantry  could  be  oJ  little  use  under  the  circum- 
stances. Soon  alter,  however,  a  large  number  ol  members  were  com- 
missioned as  officers  in  various  regiments,  undoubtedly  rendering  bel- 
ter service  in  that  capacity  than  they  could  have  done  as  privates. 
Most  of  the  members  of  the  corps  afterward  enlisted  in  the  regiments 
organized  in  Rensselaer  county  and  sent  to  the  front,  and  in  1 804  active 
military  work  was  suspended,  although  an  organization  sufficient  to 
hold  the  charter  was  maintained. 

That  the  military  work  of  the  corps  during  these  times  had  not  been 
in  vain  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  members 
who  enlisted  during  the  Rebellion  were  at  once  commissioned  as  offi- 
cers, and  man)'  of  them  won  positions  oi  distinction.  Among  them 
may  be  mentioned  General  John  \V.  Sprague,  General  William  \\.  Tib- 
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bits,  General  William  A.  Olmstead,  Colonel  Irvin  Crandell,  of  the 
L2oth  N.  Y.  Vols.;  Colonel  fohn  Schuyler  Crosby,  aide  to  General 
Sheridan;  Colonel  fohn  McConihe,  1.00th  .New  York  Vols.,  killed  at 
Cold  Harbor;  Colonel  Charles  Osborne  Gray,  (Kith  New  York  Vols.; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  E.  Brintnall,  30th  New  York  Vols.  ;  Lieutenant 
Colonel  |ames  M.  Green,  ISth  New  York  Volunteers;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  William  E.  Kissel  burgh,  aide  to  General  Vogdes;  Major  Georg'e 
II.  Otis,  2nd  New  York  Volunteers;  Major  George  W.  Wilson,  2nd 
New  York  Vols.;  C.  D.  Dickerman,  paymaster  in  the  navy;  Captain 
Moses  C.  Green,  Loth  New  York  Engineers ;  Captain  A.  II.  Howe,  'uth 
New  York  Vols;  Captain  [oseph  Lafeura,  2nd  New  York  Vols.;  Cap- 
tain fohn  M  Landon,  30th  New  York  Vols.;  Lieutenant-Colonel 
George  P.  Lemon,  I  st  California  Vols.  ;  Captain  Charles  L.  MacArthur, 
1st  Brigade,  3rd  Army  Corps;  Captain  |ohn  T.  McCoun,  IGOtb  New 
York  YTols.  ;  Captain  Francis  M.  Plum,  2nd  New  York  Cavalry,  and 
others. 

Luring  its  honorable  career  the  principal  officers  of  the  old  corps 
were  as  f<  illows  : 

Captains:  I  *:;">,  Thomas  Turner ;  1836-1347,  Allied  II  l'eiree;  IS  IS,  [ohn  S.  Van 
Schaiek;  1819,  John  II.  Whitlock;  1850,  J.  M.  Warren  Junes;  is.")!,  Alfred  II. 
Reiiee;  1852,  I.  M.  Warren  Junes;  185:1,  Aluvd  II.  L'eiree;  1851  1851!,  Richard  C 
Barton;  t No?  1858,  Edwin  1  >.  I'.lanchard ;  lS59-18f>0,  Hamilton  L.  Shields;  ISHI  IS(i:l, 
<  leorge  l'\  Sims. 

First  lieutenants: '  1835,  Allied  II.  L'eiree;  I83(i,  Luther  R.  Lasell ;  1837,  Charles 
E.  Brintnall;  1839,  Arba  Read;  18-15,  Charles  E,  Brintnall;  IMti,  John  II.  Whitlock; 
1847,  |ohu  S.  Van  Schaiek;  is  is,  Boynlou  W.  Knowlsou;  18-19,  J.  M.  Warren  Junes; 
lS5(i  1851,  lames  T.  Woolsey ;  1852  is."):;,  Edward  Cusack;  185-1-1855,  Edwin  l>. 
lU.uuchard ;  !8">li  I8f>i,  lames  Bnwen;  185S,  |ulm  A  Sims;  |s.")',i,  F'nene.'er  II.  Virgil; 
I8t>0,  |atm»s  W.  Cusack ;  IS(>|  18t>3,  Edward  A.  Ives, 

Second  lieutenants:  18:55,  Krastus  F.  Brigham;  IS;17,  Aiixi  Read;  IN39,  William 
C.  Ilalstead,  184:1  184-1,  John  W.  Sprajjue;  1845,  Clinton  I..  Adaneourt;  I8H!,  [ohn 
S.  Van  Schaiek;  1847,  Boynton  VV.  Knowlson;  1848,  J.  M.  Warren  Jones;  1849, 
Hd  ward  L.  Stone;  1 850-185 1 ,  1'rentiss  L.  Jones;  1 852,  Benjamin  F.  Town  ;  185:!,  Rich- 
ard C.  Barton;  1854,  James  Boweu;  1855-1857,  John  A.  Sims;  1S58,  James  W.  Cu- 
sack; is:,!),  Jonas  S.  .1  leant;  1800,  Richard  D.  Bloss;  1801  dsn:!,  Asa  W.  Wickes. 

The  presidents  of  the  civil  organization  as  far  as  the  records  show, 
were : 

1835,  Henry  R.  Bristol;  is:;s,  David  M.  !>e  Freest ;  1 839,  John  T.  Lamport;  1841, 
Clinton  L.  Adaneourt;  l§4(>,  John  B.  Townseud ;  1847  1818,  Richard  C.  Barton ;  1849, 
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Prentiss  L.  Jones;  1850-185:!,  Philip  Casey;  1854,  James  C.  Roth;  1855-1857,  James 
A.  Leach;  1858-1859,  John  M.  Landon;  1800,  Lewis  A.  Rousseau;  1861-1803,  An- 
drew B.  Fales. 

Sixth  Separate  Company. 

The  Troy  Citizens  corps  of  to-day,  officially  known  as  the  Sixth  Sep- 
arate company,  National  Guard  of  New  York,  is  a  continuation  of 
the  old  Troy  Citizens  corps,  the  original  charter  never  having-  been 
annulled.  The  first  regular  meeting  after  the  war  was  called  by 
President  A.  P>.  Pales  November  29,  1876.  Twenty-one  old  members 
responded  to  the  call  and  these  civil  officers  were  chosen:  President, 
Walter  P.  Warren;  vice-president,  Samuel  B.  French;  secretary,  Al- 
phens  Richards;  treasurer,  Philip  F.  Vanderheyden.  At  the  meeting- 
held  January  2,  1877,  it  was  thought  that  enough  members  had  been 
obtained,  many  of  them  being  sons  or  relatives  of  former  members  of 
the  corps,  and  these  military  officers  were  elected:  Captain,  fames  W. 
Cusack;  first  lieutenant,  Walter  P.  Warren;  second  lieutenant,  Ezra 
R.  Vail;  third  lieutenant,  Le  Grand  C.  Cramer.  At  the  earnest  solic- 
itation of  Adjutant-General  Franklin  Townsend  the  organization  voted 
to  affiliate  with  the  National  Guard,  and  consequently  February  1877, 
an  order  was  issued  declaring  the  corps  duly  organized  as  the  Sixth 
Separate  company  of  infantry,  N.  G.  S.  N.  Y.  The  company  was 
formally  mustered  in  at  the  Slate  armory  February  20  by  Major  George 
H.  Otis  of  General  Alden's  staff,  and  the  first  election  of  civil  officers 
under  the  new  constitution  resulted  in  the  choice  of  the  following: 
President,  Francis  N.  Mann,  jr.;  vice-president,  Charles  B.  Hubbell; 
secretary,  G.  IV  Robertson;  treasurer.  Philip  F.  Vanderheyden.  May 
\i>,  1S77,  the  company  was  the  recipient  of  a  lull  stand  of  colors  pre- 
sented by  15.  Thompson  Gale,  in  memory  of  his  son,  Major  A.  De  Forest 
Gale.     The  first  street  parade  was  held  on  Memorial  day,  1877. 

The  first  actual  service  after  entering  the  National  Guard  was  the 
part  the  company  took  in  suppressing  the  great  railroad  strike  of  July, 
1877.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  of  that  month,  one  hour  after  or- 
ders had  been  received,  the  company  proceeded  to  Albany,  and  the 
next  day  boarded  the  cars  for  the  West  Albany  yards  of  the  New  York 
Central  &  Hudson  River  railroad.  Here  it  served  a  week.  The  com- 
pany also  participated  in  the  celebration  of  the  centennial  anniversary 
of  the  battle  of  Pemis  Heights,  September  I!),  1877. 

July  25,  1.879,  the  Old  Guard  was  organized,  being  attached  to  the 
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corps  as  an  auxiliary  body.  The  uniform  adopted  was  similar  to  that 
of  the  old  corps,  and  Charles  W.  Tillinghast  was  chosen  president  and 
William  E.  Kissel  burgh  secretary.  April  5,  1878,  the  corps  acted  as 
escort  at  the  funeral  of  Colonel  James  R.  Hitchcock  in  New  York. 
The  Army  and  Navy  Journal  commented  as  follows  upon  the  appearance 
of  the  corps  on  that  occasion  : 

The  Troy  Citizens  corps  was  the  observed  of  all  observers,  its  showy  uniform 
coupled  with  its  solid  front  and  splendid  marching,  winniDg  encomiums  even  from 
the  most  critical. 

At  the  inspection  of  the  company  in  June,  187!),  byTnspector-General 
Philip  H.  Briggs,  the  following"  indorsement  was  made  by  the  inspecting 
officer  on  the  muster  roll  : 

Military  appearance  and  soldierly  bearing  excellent.  Evidently  one  of  the  best 
disciplined  and  drilled  companies  in  the  State  service. 

In  June,  1870,  the  corps  was  a  part  of  the  Red,  White  and  Blue  bat- 
talion at  the  national  encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
at  Albany  and  was  accorded  the  honor  of  escorting  the  president  of  the 
United  States.  February  10,  1880,  the  death  of  General  William  B. 
Tibbits,  a  former  member,  occurred,  and  the  corps  acted  as  escort  to  the 
remains  on  the  day  of  the  funeral.  Memorial  day,  1880,  it  participated 
in  the  memorable  parade  and  other  ceremonies  in  New  York, upon  the 
invitation  of  the  Old  Guard  of  New  York,  and  during  the  parade  was 
received  with  great  enthusiasm  everywhere.  In  his  annual  report  for 
that  year  to  the  adjutant-general.  Inspector-*' ieneral  Robert  Shaw  Oliver 
said : 

There  are  thirty- sis  separate  companies  of  infantry,  and  the  Sixth  Separate  Com- 
pany, Troy  Citizens  corps,  stands  the  highest  in  the  list. 

Another  important  event  occurring  soon  after  was  the  visit  to  Mon- 
treal, Canada,  in  September,  1881,  on  the  occasion  of  the  opening  of 
the  Montreal  exposition  on  the  20th  of  the  month.  The  expedition  com- 
prised the  Troy  Citizens  corps,  eighty-one  men,  Captain  James  \V. 
Cusack  commanding ;  Major-General  Joseph  B.  Carr  and  staff ;  the  Old 
Guard,  and  a  large  number  of  Invited  guests.  The  festivities  of  the 
visitors  were  cut  short  upon  the  receipt  of  a  telegram  announcing  the 
death  of  President  Garfield,  and  the  company  and  those  accompanying 
it  returned  home  by  an  early  train.  September  2(J  following  the  corps 
joined  the  other  military  companies  of  Troy  in  appropriate  exercises 
while  the  funeral  of  the  martyred  president  was  in  progress  in  Cleve- 
land, O. 
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In  the  spring  of  I ssr»  the  term  of  service  of  fifty-five  members  ex- 
pired, but  all  but  ten  re-enlisted  and  the  ranks  were  kept  full.  l'n- 
thusiasm  was  maintained,  and  in  the  following"  September  another  visit 
was  made  to  the  annual  Montreal  exposition.  The  expedition  proved 
one  ill  the  most  successful  in  the  career  of  the  corps.  In  [uly,  1  ss;>, 
the  corps  performed  its  first  tour  of  tints'  at  the  State  camp  at  Pecks- 
kill.  An  event  of  great  importance  was  the  laying  of  the  corner 
stone  of  the  new  State  armory  at  the  corner  of  River  and  Ferry  streets 
Julv  I,  I ss  I .  The  procession  comprised  all  the  Troy  companies,  with 
Captain  fames  W.  Cusack  of  the  Citizens  corps  in  command.  August 
■I  and  ;1  the  eorps  participated  in  the  ceremonies  at  Albany  attending 
the  funeral  of  General  IT.  S  (bant.  September  '''■'>,  lS8f>,  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  ol  the  organization  oi  the  corps  was  celebrated  with  a 
parade-  and  other  ceremonies.  One  of  the  principal  events  of  1880  was 
the  parade  at  Albany  during  the  celebration  of  the  bi-centennial  of  the 
founding  of  that  city,  in  which  the  eorps  took  part.  April  ;29,  188!), 
the  company  went  to  New  York  and  participated  in  the  celebration  of 
the  centennial  of  the  inauguration  oi  George  Washington  as  the  first 
president  of  the  United  Slates.  On  Memorial  day,  I8ii(),  it  took  pari 
in  the  ceremonies  attending  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  of  the  sol- 
diers' and  sailors'  monument  in  Troy,  and  September  15  of  the  follow- 
ing vear  it  participated  in  the  dedication  of  the  same.  July  -I,  I8SI2, 
Boston  was  visited,  the  corps  being  guests  of  the  Ancient  and  Honor- 
able Artillery  of  that  city.  From  August  18  to  ;>,">,  is(.i;2,  they  were  on 
duty  at  Buffalo  during  the  railroad  strike.  January  '1:1,  I8!)f>,  the  corps 
assembled  at  the  armory  upon  orders  to  be  prepared  to  march  to 
I'.rookh  n  in  assist  in  the  suppression  of  the  strike  m  the  street  railway 
employes  in  that  city,  hut  the  men  were  not  ordered  from  the  city. 
February '-J7,  I8!)5,  the  company  acted  as  escort  at  the  funeral  of  Mujor- 
General  |oscph  Ik  Carrol  Troy.  The  events  chronicled  here  arc  but 
a  few  of  the  most  important  in  which  the  corps  has  participated  since 
its  organization.  In  his  latest  annual  report  Inspector-General  Fred- 
erick C.  McLewec  said  : 

The  reputation  for  general  excellence  established  by  the  company  years  ago  and 
which  lias  distinguished  it  ill  t lie  National  <  inanl  is  maintained,  and  everything  was 
found  in  first-class  condition.  The  drill  following  muster  was  excellent  throughout, 
the  manual  of  arms  very  good,  and  loading  and  tiring  line.  All  officers  and  nun- 
coins,  are  of  a  high  class  in  military  efficiency.  This  company  ranks  with  the  best 
in  the  Slate.  Company  quarters  in  excellent  condition  and  lockers  uniformly  and 
handsomely  dressed.    All  extra  property  in  best  condition  and  kepi  under  an  ex- 

v 


IIKNSS15.LA.hr  COUNTY'S  NATIONAL  guard. 


■1 1 17 


cellent  system.  Kooks  are  well  !^ l-| >i  and  models  of  neatness  ami  accuracy.  Average 
percentage  of  duty  performed  from  Nov.      iS'Jii,  to  March  til,  is'.Hi,  20  events,  82. 

The  principal  oflicers  (;f  I  lie  Sixtli  Separate  coin  pan  y  have  been  as 
follows: 

Captains:  is??-  I8!)!J,  James  W.  Cusack;  18!)SJ-  ,  Wail  II.  Stillman. 

First  lieutenants:  1877,  Waller  !'.  Warren;  IS77  IN71),   B/.ra  R.  Vail;  1870  isss, 
James  L.  Thompson;  isss  |8!)l,  Flias  l\  Mann;  I8!)l  is'j:},  Wait  II.  Stillman;  is'.i:; 
18D-1,  C.  Whitney  Tilliiighast;  I8!)-J  -  — ,  Thomas  W.  Hislop. 

Second  lieutenants:  1877,  liy.ni  R.  Vail ;  1877  187'.),  Le  (irand  C.Cramer;  187!)- 
188:1,  George  I).  Smith;  ISSi!  l8!)l,Wait  II.  Si  ill  man ;  IS!)  I  IK!):{,  C  Whitney  Tilliiig- 
hast, 2d;  I JSliiS,  Thomas  W.  Ilislop;  1 Sli  I  I JSi>5,  Johii  M.Shcnvrd;  ISU5-  —  ,  Carroll 
L.  Maxey. 

Th i nl  lieu  tenants  (not  commissioned  in  National  Guard):  IS77,  Lc  (.irand  C. 
Cramer;  1878,  James  L.  Thompson ;  I87!)-188!5,  George  L).  Smith;  18s:i  isss,  fohn 
H.  T upper;  isss  |S,S!J,  Flias  ['.  Mann;  1 88!)  1 8!)!>,  William  II.  Shields;  IS!):?,  |ohn 
M   Sherrerd;  I8!M  Is!)."),  Carroll  L.  Maxey;1  I8!)(i,  Henry  P.  Sherman.' 

Assistant  surgeons  with  rank  of  first  lieutenant.  I88!i  181)1,  Clarkson  C.  Schuyler; 
1801  is'.i:!.  William  Wntkyns  Seymour;  18!);>- ■      ,  Burton  S.  Booth. 

Presidents  of  the  civil  organization ;  187(5,  Waltei  P.  Warren;  1877-   ,  Francis 

N.  Mann,  jr. 

Tu  III  III    Sl-'.I'AUA  I'K  '.J  »M  I'A  \  \  . 

The  Twelfth  Separate  company,  N.  G.  N.  V.,  w  as  organ  i/.ed  as  tlie 
Fourth  Separate  company  March  ]fc>7(>,  by  Lieutenant  Charles  M. 
Austin,  acting  brigade  inspector.  It  was  also  called  the  Tibbits  Vete- 
ran corps,  and  was  assigned  tu  the  Tenth  brigade,  Third  division,  N. 
G.  N.  V.  The  membership  consisted  ol  three  oflicers  and  eighty- three 
enlisted  men.  The  ollicers  were :  Captain,  |oseph  [Cgolf;  Inst  lieuten- 
.mt,  Timoihv  Otiinn  ;  second  lieutonaiu,  |ohn  O.ithnnt  At  this  time 
this  was  the  only  separate  c<>mpan\  ol  the  National  Guard  in  Troy. 
The  first  paiade  outside  ol'  the  armory  was  in  conjunction  with  Lhe 
Second  battalion  of  Infantry  of  Troy  and  IJattery  I!,  Troy  City  Artil- 
lery, July  I,  1ST').  One  of  the  most  important  events  of  the  year  was 
the  annual  inspection  and  muster  October  Pi,  I87d,  at  Green  Island. 
The  company  and  part  ol  the  Tenth  brigade  were  inspected  and  re- 
viewed in  the  morning  by  Major-General  Joseph  I!  Carr,  division  com- 
mander, accompanied  by  It  is  staff.  In  the  afternoon  Major  George  II. 
Otis  inspected  the  company  and  the  result  was  very  gratifying,  every 
member  being  present.    For  many  years  none  but  honorably  discharged 

'  l,\>iu  missioned  mill  it  tonal  seonid  I  inn  •  nan  I  s  in  i  lie  National  (iuaril. 
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soldiers  of  the  late  war  were  permitted  to  join  the  corps.  To  be  a 
member  was  a  thing  to  be  proud  of,  for  no  matter  where  it  went  it  was 
received  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm.  Drills  were  conducted  weekly 
from  September  1  to  July  I,  and  while  the  veterans  were  mastering  the 
difficult  movements  of  Upton's  tactics  a  great  strike  was  being  planned 
on  the  Central  Hudson  railroad,  in  which  this  company  was  destined 
to  play  an  important  part  July  25,  1877,  they  marched  to  West 
Albany  and  reported  to  General  Joseph  B.  Carr  for  duty.  After  serv- 
ing three  days  they  returned  to  their  home  station  and  were  dismissed 
on  July  28. 

October  24,  1882,  the  company  proceeded  to  Philadelphia  and  partic- 
pated  in  the  ceremonies  attending  the  bi-centennial  in  that  city.  Jan- 
uary 24,  L 883,  it  took  part  in  the  parade  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, which  was  holding  its  annual  encampment  in  Troy.  The 
First  battalion  Light  Guards  of  Paterson,  N.  [.,  were  the  guests  of  the 
company  September  -1  in  Troy.  The  company  had  been  consider- 
ing the  advisability  of  a  pleasure  trip  and  finally  decided  to  accept  the 
invitation  of  the  First  Battalion  Light  Guards  of  Paterson  to  visit  that 
city.  Accordingly  the  members  assembled  at  the  State  armory  on 
June  10,  188-i,  and  after  a  short  street  parade  departed  for  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  Paterson  and  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  and  Catskill,  N.  V.  The  fol- 
lowing day  they  paraded  in  Brooklyn  at  the  meeting  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  then  proceeded  to  Paterson,  being  warmly  received 
by  the  bight  Guards.  After  a  brief  sojourn,  during  which  the  Trojans 
participated  in  a  grand  military  exhibition,  the  company  went  to  Eliza- 
beth, X  [.,  where  their  imposing  appearance  and  splendid  inarching 
won  them  a  continuous  round  of  applause. 

|  uly  1 ,  1  ss  I ,  the  company  participated  in  the  exercises  attending  the 
laving  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  State  armory  in  Troy.  Up  to  Septem- 
ber of  this  year  membership  in  the  company  had  always  been  limited 
to  veterans  of  the  late  war,  and  as  a  consequence  the  organization  grad- 
ually diminished.  The  company  finally  determined  to  permit  sons  of 
veterans  to  become  members,  and  at  the  muster  held  September  2, 
1885,  eighty-seven  old  members  were  reported  as  having  received  their 
discharge  and  a  net  gain  of  two  showed  that  eighty-nine  new  men  were 
enlisted  during  the  year.  July  21,  1885,  the  Veteran  Zouaves  of  Eliz- 
abeth, N.  ].,  visited  Troy  and  were  royally  entertained  by  this  com- 
pany. August  -1  the  company  went  to  Albany  and  took  part  in  the 
parade  and  funeral  ceremonies  of  General  U.  S.  Grant.    July  22,  188(5, 
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they  proceeded  to  Albany  and  participated  in  the  bi  centennial  parade 
in  that  city.  January  15,  1887,  the  company  paraded  in  Troy,  the  occa- 
sion being  the  reception  of  General  Pairchild,  commander-in-chief  <L 
A.  R.  I  une  28  it  took  part  in  a  parade  in  Lansingburgh  in  honor  ol 
the  25th  anniversary  of  the  departure  of  the  30th  N.  Y.  Vols,  for  the 
seat  of  war.  January  5,  L8S9,  it  appeared  in  the  centennial  parade  in 
Troy  in  honor  oi  the  naming  of  the  city  of  Troy. 

April  29,  18811,  the  company  embarked  on  the  steamer  Grand  Re- 
public en  route  for  New  York  city,  arriving  at  its  destination  April  30, 
at  5  \.  m . ,  when  it  took  part  in  the  centennial  parade.  May  )!(),  1800, 
it  took  part  in  the  parade  attending  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of 
the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  monument  in  Troy.  May.'!'),  1891,  it  pro- 
ceeded by  steamer  Dashaway  to  Poughkeepsie  to  assist  at  the  laying  of 
the  corner  stone  of  the  new  State  armor)'  in  that  city.  February  22, 
1802,  the  company  participated  in  the  dedicatory  ceremonies  of  the 
Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  monument  in  Troy.  February  27,  1895,  thecom- 
pany  acted  as  part  of  the  escort  at  the  funeral  of  General  Joseph  1!. 
Carr  in  Troy.  September  25  it  went  to  Cohoes  and  acted  as  part  of 
escort  to  Governor  Morton,  commander-in  chief,  at  the  laying  of  the 
corner  stone  of  the  Cohoes  city  hall.  Inspection  and  muster  occurred 
April  1,  18911,  conducted  by  Brigadier-General  P.  C.  McLewee,  in- 
spector-general, who  said: 

Tins  company  made  an  excellent  and  very  satisfactory  appearance,  and  the  drill 
which  followed  muster  was  of  a  very  high  order.  All  otlicers  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers  above  ihe  average  in  competency.  This  company  is  well  in  hand  and 
the  commanding  officer  among  the  best  in  the  State. 

The  principal  oihcers  ol  the  company  since  its  organization  have 
been  : 

Captains:  John  I.Cgolf,  May  IS,  1670,  to  April  I!,  1890;  John  Patrick  Treauor,  Jan- 
nary  '.23,  18t);S,  to  the  present  time. 

First  Lieutenants  Timothy  Ouinn,  May  22,  IS7(>,  to  December  13,  1876;  I.  Sey- 
moui  Scott,  March  2,  1877,  died  June  21,  1885;  Edwin  W.  Bun-age,  October  24,  18*5, 
to  April  13,  1SS7;  Melville  Day  Dickinson  (also  assistant  surgeon),  March  Hi,  1893,  to 
date;  John  Tallmadge,  July  Hi,  1888,  to  September,  1888;  Alonzo  Waul  Hill,  Janu- 
ary 211,  1801,  to  June,  ls'.il  ;  Rufus  M.  Townsend,  March  :i,  is<>::,  to  date. 

Second  Lieutenants:  John  Oathout,  May  is,  1876,  to  February  1.3,1878;  Walter 
L.  Davis,  March  0,  18.78,  to  February  7,  1883;  William  Baker,  March  3,  IS1.);!,  to  date. 

The  officers  in  1896  are:  Captain,  John  I'.  Treanor;  first  lieutenant, 
Rufus  M.  Townsend;  second  lieutenant,  William  Baker;  first  lieuten- 
ant and  assistant  surgeon,  Melville  Day  Dickinson. 
27 
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Twenty-First  Separate  Company. 

The  Twenty  first  Separate  company,  popularly  known  as  the  Tibbits 
Cadets,  was  organized  in  the  month  of  December,  1876,  and  was  named 
in  honor  of  Major-General  William  B.  Tibbits,  who  went  to  the  front  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war  as  captain  of  Co.  G  of  the  2nd  Regiment,  N.Y. 
State  Vols.  At  the  first  election  these  military  officers  were  chosen: 
Captain,  Jacob  H.  Patten;  first-lieutenant,  John  Mearns;  second  lien- 
tenant,  John  E.  Sharp.  Thursday  evening",  March  1,  1S77,  the  com- 
pany was  mustered  into  the  National  Guard  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  ceremony  was  in  charge  of  Major  George  II.  Otis,  and  occurred 
at  the  old  State  armory  on  River  street,  the  company  being  designated 
by  the  adjutant-general  of  the  State  of  New  York  as  the  Seventh 
.Separate  company.  In  February  of  the  following  year  the  number  of 
the  company  was  changed  to  the  Twenty-first  Separate  company  of  the 
Fifth  brigade  of  the  Third  division  of  the  National  Guard  of  the  State 
of  New  York.  In  the  same  month  Captain  Jacob  H.  Patten  resigned, 
and  Edmund  L.  Cole  was  elected  to  the  command  of  the  company.  He 
continued  in  office  until  August,  1883,  when  he  resigned  the  command. 
His  successor  as  captain,  .Samuel  Foster,  was  not  elected  until  October 
13,  188-1,  and  he  continued  in  office  until  1S88,  when  he  relinquished 
command.  James  H.  Lloyd,  the  present  captain  of  the  Twenty-first 
Separate  company,  was  elected  to  the  office  March  15,  1888.  The  same 
evening  Second  Lieutenant  Merrill  M.  Dunspaugh  was  elected  first  lieu- 
tenant. Shortly  afterward  Michael  Sullivan  was  elected  second  lieu- 
tenant, and  Sylvester  W.  Wright  third  lieutenant.  The  commissioned 
officers  in  ISihi  were  Captain  lames  11.  Lloyd,  First  Lieutenant  Merrill 
M.  Dunspaugh,  First  Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Surgeon  David  Walker 
Houston,  and  Second  Lieutenants  Sylvester  W.  Wright  and  William  J. 
( ralbraith. 

The  first  parade  made  by  the  company  was  that  of  Memorial  day, 
1877.  On  that  day  General  Tibbits  presented  the  organization  with 
the  handsome  set  of  colors  it  still  carries.  The  next  event  of  impor- 
tance was  the  picnic  held  July  4,  1877,  when  the  sum  of  $1,000  was 
cleared  above  all  expenses.  A  few  days  later  the  company  was  called 
upon  to  perform  its  first  actual  military  duty,  that  of  helping"  to  put  down 
the  great  strike  on  the  New  York  Central  &  1 1  ndson  River  railroad.  The 
company  was  assigned  to  duty  in  Troy  [uly  L2-,  with  General  Aid  en  in 
command  of  the  post.    Soon  after  the  Tibbits  Veteran  corps  and  the 
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Citizens'  corps  were  ordered  to  West  Albany,  where  they  were  on  duty 
the  rest  of  the  week  August  LG  the  company  participated  in  the 
ceremonies  attending  the  anniversary  of'  the  battle  of  Bennington,  and 
in  the  sham  battle  at  Bemis  I  [eights  which  followed.  In  February, 
1878,  Captain  Patten  resigned,  Edmund  L.  Cole  being  elected  to  suc- 
ceed him.  Soon  afterward  Lieutenant  Mearns  resigned  and  Samuel 
Foster  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy.  On  Memorial  day,  L879,  the 
company  participated  in  the  exercises  of  unveiling  the  Soldiers'  monu- 
ment at  floosick  Falls.  General  William  B.  Tibbits  died  April  1<», 
1880.  Ilis  funeral  was  one  of  the  largest  if  not  the  largest  ever  held 
in  Troy,  and  was  attended  by  all  the  military  companies  in  the  city. 
The  general  willed  to  the  company  the  sum  of  $8,333.33,  part  of  which 
was  used  in  fitting  up  the  company's  parlors.  A  trip  to  Providence, 
R.  P,  was  made  in  the  summer  of  1883  and  was  one  of  the  most  de- 
lightful of  the  many  the  organization  had  taken.  In  August,  188-1, 
Captain  Cole  tendered  his  resignation,  made  necessary  by  his  removal 
from  the  city.  Soon  after  the  first  tour  of  duty  to  the  State  camp  was 
made,  the  company  being  in  command  of  First  Lieutenant  Foster. 
October  1.'!,  1884,  Lieutenant  Foster  was  promoted  to  the  captaincy. 
Soon  after  the  company's  rooms  in  the  armory  were  furnished  at  an  ex- 
pense of  about  $3,000.  The  summer  of  1S8G  again  found  the  company 
at  State  camp  with  First  Lieutenant  Biickley  in  command.  In  the 
spring  of  1S8.8  Captain  Foster,  having  decided  to  remove  permanently 
from  the  city,  resigned  his  command,  ami  March  15  fames  Ii.  Lloyd 
was  elected  to  the  captaincy.  Captain  Lloyd's  first  trip  with  the  com- 
pany was  when  it  went  to  Hoosick  Falls  filly  -1,  1888. 

Major  Lc  1 1  rand  P.  Tihbils  having  presented  to  the  company  a  hand- 
some jjold  badge  to  be  awarded  the  best  drilled  man,  the  first  compet- 
itive drill  was  held  February  '.'I,  1889,  and  the  badge  was  awarded  to 
William  II.  Sehutt  for  one  year.  lie  also  won  it  for  three  successive 
years  and  was  awarded  the  same.  April  3(1,  1881),  the  company  was 
ordered  to  New  York  to  participate  in  the  great  parade  on  the  occasion 
of  the  centennial  celebration  in  that  citv. 

July  4,  L890,  the  company  participated  in  the  parade  and  celebration 
of  laying  the  corner  stone  of  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  monument  in 
Troy.  At  midnight,  August  8,  a  strike  was  inaugurated  on  the  New 
York  Central  &  Hudson  River  railroad.  The  Twenty-first  had  been 
ordered  for  a  tour  of  duty  at  State  cam])  from  August  9  to  111.  <  hi  the 
morning  of  the  9th,  as  no  through  trains  had  run  to  New  York,  Captain 
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Lloyd  offered  the  services  of  his  command  to  take  a  train  through, 
which  were  accepted,  and  the  company,  103  strong,  proceeded  to  the 
depot.  The  train  arrived  at  State  cam])  about  -1  r.  m.  The  company 
was  received  at  camp  with  a  great  ovation,  it  being  the  first  time  that 
a  full  company  had  ever  gone  to  camp,  and  every  man  remained  dur- 
ing the  entire  torn*,  their  record  being  one  hundred  per  cent,  present 
during  the  entire  week. 

A  new  uniform  having  been  adopted,  consisting  of  cadet  gray,  white 
cross  and  bod)'  belt,  at  a  cost  of  about  $7,000,  it  was  decided  to  hold  a 
military  fair  at  the  armory  the  first  week  in  December  to  assist  in  pay- 
ing for  the  same.  The  affair  was  very  successful,  the  net  proceeds 
being  over  $3, -tOO.  May  30,  1801,  they  went  to  I'oughkeepsie  as  part 
of  the  escort  to  Governor  llill,  who  laid  the  corner  stone  of  the  State 
armory  at  that  place.  August  10  they  proceeded  to  Bennington,  Yt., 
and  took  part  in  the  great  parade  and  dedication  of  the  Bennington 
Battle  monument.  September  7  the)'  went  to  Schenectady  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  great  Labor  Day  parade,  also  the  competitive  drill,  and 
were  awarded  three  very  handsome  swords  as  the  best  drilled  organiza- 
tion. September  1  ;">  they  took  part  in  the  great  parade  and  dedication 
of  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  monument  in  Troy. 

March  1,  1892,  the  company  celebrated  its  fiftieth  anniversary  by  a 
grand  banquet,  which  was  attended  bv  many  military  men  of  prom- 
inence. July  2  the  company  again  went  to  State  camp  for  a  week's 
tour  of  duty,  taking  the  entire  company  and  again  making  the  record 
of  one  hundred  per  cent,  present  during  the  entire  week,  the  strength 
of  the  company  being  L04-,  First  Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Surgeon 
David  W.  Houston  having  been  commissioned  since  the  last  tour  in 
camp. 

At  7.45  A.  m. ,  August  IS,  orders  were  received  to  proceed  to  Buffalo, 
the  scene  of  the  great  railroad  strike.  At  9.30  the  company  was  on  its 
way  to  Albany,  reporting  to  Adjutant- General  Porter,  and  was  assigned 
to  accompany  the  Tenth  Battalion.  It  arrived  at  Buffalo  after  dark 
and  immediately  went  on  duty.  Lieutenant  Dunspaugh  was  detailed 
as  officer  of  the  guard.  The  company  remained  on  duty  eight  days, 
making  a  splendid  record  and  surpassing  all  others,  every  man  report- 
ing for  duty.  One  man  walked  thirty-seven  and  a  half  miles  to  the 
nearest  railroad  to  get  to  his  post. 

April  24,  1803,  the  company  went  to  New  York  and  took  part  in  the 
grand  Columbian  land  parade.    May  L9  the  company  gave  an  enter- 
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tainment  at  the  armory.  Beautiful  oak  furniture  was  provided  fur  the 
company  parlors  by  the  proceeds.  [tine  IG,  189-4,  they  proceeded  to 
State  camp  us  part  of  the  Second  Provisional  Battalion  for  a  week's 
tour  of  duty,  Captain  Lloyd  being  detailed  as  acting  major  command- 
ing the  battalion.  Again  the  company  distinguished  itself  by  taking  a 
full  company,  breaking  all  records  of  any  similiar  duty.  [anuary  22, 
1895,  the  members  of  the  company  received  orders  to  hold  themselves 
in  readiness  to  proceed  to  Brooklyn  to  assist  in  quelling  the  strike  of 
the.  surface  railroad  men.  In  a  short  time  they  assembled  and  were 
ready  to  proceed  with  three  daws'  rations.  After  waiting  several  hours 
the  older  was  countermanded,  the  situation  having  changed  for  the 
better.  July  22  the  company  as  part  of  the  Thirteenth  battalion  under 
Captain  Lloyd  stalled  on  a  practice  march  through  the  surrounding 
country,  to  he  gone  until  the  27th.  It  was  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the 
vState.  The  tour  was  very  successful  and  great  praise  was  bestowed  by 
Adjutant-General  McAlpin  and  Brigadier  General  Robert  Shaw  Oliver. 
February  13,  189IJ,  was  a  great  evening  for  the  Twenty-first.  They 
had  tendered  a  reception  to  Apollo  drill  corps  of  the  Knights  Templar. 
Both  organizations  were  reviewed  by  Adjutant-General  F.  A.  .McAlpin, 
after  which  each  gave  an  exhibition  drill.  The  armory  was  decorated 
in  a  magnificent  manner,  many  thousands  of  electric  lights  being  used. 
The  decorations  cost  $1 ,000. 

A  very  important  event  in  each  year's  history  is  the  annual  banquet 
in  honor  of  the  birth  of  Major-General  William  B.  Tibbits,  which  is 
held  on  the  evening  of  March  31.  Another  important  event  is  the 
annual  parade,  which  occurs  on  Memorial  day. 

This  company  lias  attained  a  most  remarkable  record  for  attend- 
ance at  drills,  especially  at  the  annual  inspections  and  tours  of  duty  at 
State  camp.  The  following  from  the  report  of  the  last  annual  inspec- 
tion by  Genera]  F.  C.  McLewee  speaks  for  itself; 

Tliis  company  ranks  with  the  best  in  the  State,  excelled  by  none  and  equalled  by 
few.  The  appearance  <>f  the  men  at  inspection  was  perfect  and  the  discipline  of  the 
best.  Drill  w  hich  followed  muster  was  excellent  throughout.  All  officers  of  a  high 
class  and  the  "non-coms."  intelligent,  competent,  and  vigilant  m  the  performance  of 
their  duly.  Armory  neat  and  clean.  Lockers  uniformly  and  handsomely  dressed. 
All  extra  property  well  eared  for  under  excellent  system.  Armory  rifle  range  in  fre- 
quent use.  This  company  has  a  remarkable  record.  For  seven  years  out  of  the 
past  eight  at  the  annual  inspection  it  has  paraded  1 00  per  cent,  with  a  maximum 
strength— six  years  of  which  have  been  successive.  For  the  last  three  lours  of  camp 
duty  ami  at  field  practice  last  year,  and  during  the  great  strike  at  Buffalo,  it  has 


v 


LANDMARKS  OF  RENSSKLAKR  COUNTY. 


paraded  the  same.  A  maximum  company,  all  present.  Summed  briefly  it  is  a  per- 
fect organ  teat  ion,  ably  commanded;  books  all  well  and  correctly  kept.  Average 
percentage  of  duty  performed  from  November  13,  1895,  to  March  Hi,  lsuii  (17  events) 
92.:]?;  vkky  iiKiii.  Fkedeiuck  C.  McLewee, 

Inspecting'  and  Mustering  Officer. 

Tuesday,  July  4,  1800,  the  company  started  on  what  proved  to  be  its 
most  successful  excursion.  They  proceeded  to  <  >swego,  where  the  fol- 
lowing" day  they  participated  in  the  great  parade  and  centennial  of  the 
evacuation  by  the  British  of  Port  Ontario.  The)'  received  a  great  ova- 
tion and  made  a  magnificent  appearance.  On  the  evening  of  the  Loth 
they  proceeded  by  steamer  to  the  Thousand  Islands  and  Kingston,  Can- 
ada, where  they  were  very  kindly  received.  The  following  is  from  the 
American  consul,  Colonel  M.  W.  Twitched,  stationed  at  Kingston: 

Consulate  r>i'  riiE  United  States  ok  America,  Kingston,  Canada,  [uly  22,  ls9(i. 
— Captain  'J.  II.  Lloyd,  commanding  Twenty-first  Separate  company  New  York 
Stalt'  militia,  Troy,  N.  Y. —  Dear  Sir:  1  acknowledge  with  pleasure  the  receipt  of 
your  courteous  note  of  the  19th.  Your  company  during  their  recent  visit  to  Kings 
ton  reflected  great  credit  upon  Lheir  city,  State  and  the  national  uniform  thev  wore. 
The  gentlemanly  deportment  and  absolute  freedom  from  rowdyism  stamped  them 
individually  as  citizens  of  merit  and  as  soldiers  without  peers.  The  quiet  prompt- 
ness with  which  all  changes  wore  made  was  most  remarkable  and  extremel)  gratify- 
ing to  the  subordinate  representatives  of  the  United  States  at  Kingston  The  con- 
duet  of  your  company  from  arrival  to  departure  was  such  as  to  make  every  Ameri- 
can observer  feel  proud  of  his  American  militia.     Respectfully  yours, 

A.  M .  Twi  n  li El  r. 

Many  other  events  of  interest  have  occurred  during  the  career  of  the 
company,  but  those  enumerated  are  the  most  noteworthy.  Since  Cap- 
tain Lloyd  assumed  command  the  organization  has  become  recognized 
.is  one  ot  the  inosl  proficient  in  the  New  York  National  Guard.  The 
ranks  have  boon  idled  the  past  eight  years  and  a  waiting  list  is  always 
ready  to  fill  any  vacancy, 

Thirty  skcond  Skpakatis  Company. 

The  Thirty-second  Separate  company,  N.C.N.  Y.,  ofHoosick  Falls, 
was  mustered  into  the  National  Guard  March  20,  1885,  largely  through 
the  persistent  ell  oils  of  Hon.  S.  1).  Locke.  The  first  muster- roll  was 
signed  by  Brigadier- General  Philip  H.  Briggs,  inspector  general,  and 
included  sixty-live  men.  The  company  has  maintained  about  the  same 
standard  of  enrollment  since  its  .organization.  During  1890,  foratime. 
the  enrollment  included  ninety-seven  men.    The  first   captain  was 
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Charles  W.  Eddy,  who  was  a  model  disciplinarian  and  who  was  so  rec- 
ognized by  the  most  competent  military  authorities  of  the  State.  The 
first  first  lieutenant  was  Frank  L.  Stevens,  also  a  thorough  disciplinarian, 
and  the  first  second  lieutenant  was  Geo.  L.  Walden,  now  deceased. 
The  first  surgeon  was  Dr.  Lurie  Ashton,  appointed  August  20,  1SS7; 
died  November  5,  1889;  succeeded  by  Dr.  Frederick  R.  Hudson,  Feb- 
ruary 2G,  1890,  who  also  has  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant.  The  first 
sergeant  was  William  h.  Parsons,  sr.,  who  was  succeeded  by  Yates 
Van  Evera,  who  served  in  that  capacity  from  April  24,  1SS(I,  to  Feb- 
ruary 12,  ISilii.  The  first  quartermaster  sergeant  was  John  M  Closson, 
who  served  from  April  10,  1SS5,  to  December  30,  1S92.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Richard  L.  Perry,  appointed  December  30,  1892,  who  served 
until  March  23,  189(1,  Captain  Eddy  maintained  the  command  of  the 
company  from  the  date  of  its  organization  until  he  resigned  February 
23,  1894. 

The  appearance  and  drilling  of  the  company  at  the  New  York  State 
encampment  in  1888  and  1890  commanded  the  highest  praise  from  Gen. 
R.  H.  Jackson  of  the  LJnlted  States  Arm)-,  who  inspected  the  troops. 
His  opinion  is  contained  in  the  following  extract  of  his  report: 

The  82d  Separate  Company,  from  Mooskk  Falls,  was  without  doubt  the  best  drilled 
company  in  camp  this  year;  its  manual  of  arms,  marching,  etc.,  were  as  near  per- 
fection as  possible.  It  was  a  pleasure  to  see  it  on  the  drill  ground  and  to  observe 
how  well,  anil  without  noise,  the  guides  and  tile  closers  performed  their  duties. 

Connected  with  a  company  is  a  splendid  Citizen  Corps  hand  of 
thirty  pieces  under  the  leadership  of  Henderson  S.  Surdani.  The 
armor}-,  the  building  and  site  costing  $37,000,  is  an  ornament  to  the 
village,  located  at  the  corner  of  Church  and  Klin  .streets.  The  site 
was  purchased  by  Rensselaer  count)'  at  a  cost  of  $0,000,  and  the  build- 
ing was  erected  by  the  State.  The  company  expended  about  §3,000  in 
fittings  and  furnishings,  thus  making  the  armory  and  appurtenances 
cost  $40,000.     The  building  is  15  1  by  75  feet  in  dimensions. 

Fourth  Battkry. 

The  Fourth  Battery,  which  for  at  least  three-quarters  of  a  century 
had  been  one  of  Troy's  leading  military  companies,  was  mustered  out 
of  service  February  25,  1887.  It  was  the  outgrowth  of  the  Troy  City 
Artillery,  popularly  known  as  the  Flying  Artillery,  which,  in  1812, 
had  as   officers  Captain  Ruggles  Hubbard,    First   Lieutenant  Rich- 
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ard  M.  Livingston,  and  Second  Lieutenant  William  McManus.  The 
latter  was  then  a  part  of  the  First  Battalion  of  Artillery  of  the  New 
York  State  Militia.  In  L82S  it  was  incorporated  with  the  Fifth 
Regiment  of  the  New  York  State  Militia.  For  man)-  years  the 
company  was  located  in  a  building  on  the  site  of  what  is  now  the  en- 
trance to  the  railroad  bridge  Subsequently  it  was  in  a  building 
opposite  the  First  Particular  Baptist  church,  and  then  in  the  State 
company  on  River  street,  which  was  built  in  I  SCO.  In  ISC'!  the  com- 
pany, as  Battery  1!,  became  a  part  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  of 
the  State  Militia.  In  L878  it  was  called  Mattery  F  and  in  1882  the 
Fourth  Battery. 

The  Akmokv. 

The  armory  devoted  to  the  uses  of  the  three  separate  companies  of 
the  New  York  National  Guard  was  built  in  1884.  Mai  eh  15,  1883,  the 
State  Legislature  having  appropriated  $75,000  for  the  purpose,  the 
International  hotel  property  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Ferry  and 
River  streets  was  purchased.  The  lot  and  building  adjoining  it  on  the 
south  were  purchased  the  following  month  and  the  work  begun.  The 
corner  stone  of  the  armory  was  laid  [uly  4,  1884,  by  Major-General 
Joseph  B.  Carr,  commanding  the  Third  division  of  the  National  Guard. 
The  principal  address  was  delivered  by  the  lion.  Martin  I.  Townscnd, 
The  building  was  occupied  in  March,  1 880.  Its  total  cost  was  $85,000, 
the  Legislature  having  made  an  additional  appropriation  of  $10,000. 
The  county  appropriated  $7,000  towards  the  purchase  of  the  site,  and 
the  different  companies  contributed  about  $10,000  for  furnishing  their 
quarters.  The  Fourth  Bat  lory  occupied  rooms  in  the  armory  for  about 
a  year,  or  until  it  was  disbanded. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 
T.ROY  AS  A  VILLAGE. 

When  the  first  white  men,  from  Holland,  sailed  up  the  Hudson  river 
and  landed  upon  its  shore  with  the  intention  of  making  settlements  and 
engaging  in  trade  with  the  Indians,  the  site  of  the  present  city  of  Troy 
was  the  home  of  the  Mohegan  or  Mohican  Indians,  whose  chief  was 
Uncas,  made  immortal  in  name  by  the  novelist,  fames  Fenimore 
Cooper,  in  the  "Last  of  the  Mohicans."  It  lias  been  shown  that  the 
daring  navigator,  Sir  Henry  Hudson,  made  a  landing  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  river  which  hears  his  name  during  his  voyage  up  that  stream, 
but  there  is  no  record  that  he  set  foot  upon  any  of  the  soil  of  Rensselaer 
county  north  of  a  spot  between  Schodack  and  Castleton. 

fust  who  the  first  settler  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  was  probably 
never  will  he  known.  facob  Janse  Stoll  (or  Hap)  came  to  Beverwyck 
in  1630  and  succeeded  Henry  Albertsen  as  ferrymaster.  He  removed 
to  Esopus  about  I G57.  Capt.  Volkert  fanse  Douw  came  to  Beverwyck 
as  early  as  1038.  In  1.(5154  he  ami  [an  Tomase  Mingael  received  a  con- 
veyance from  the  Indians  of  a  tract  of  land  in  Schodac.  He  died  in 
1(586.  He  first  located  on  Papsknae  island  and  had  three  houses  and  a 
brewer)'  there  about  1.(5(50,  when  a  freshet  swept  everything  away,  in- 
cluding his  papers  and  records. 

In  Lhe  year  Ki-p-2  a  ferry  was  established  across  the  Hudson  near  the 
mouth  of  leaver's  kill.  As  early  as  litis  Tennis  Dirkse  Van  Vechten, 
who  came  over  from  Holland  with  his  wile  and  child  in  the  Arms  of 
Norway  in  1638,  had  a  farm  at  Greehbush  occupied  by  Tennis  Cornelise 
Van  Vechten,  and  how  much  earlier  than  that  he  built  his  house  there 
is  purely  a  matter  of  conjecture.  He  is  referred  to  in  1663  as  "an  old 
inhabitant  here."  He  died  in  L700,  leaving  four  children.  Gerrit 
Tennis  I)e  Rene  also  had  a  farm  there,  probably  as  early  as  163.1  and 
possibly  even  before  traders  had  settled  at  Fort  <  Irange.  There  conse- 
quently is  reason  for  the  belief  that  the  Van  Vechtens  had  neighbors 
who  had  settled  there  before  they  are  recorded  as  owning  property 
there.    Evert  Pels  Van  Steltyn,  a  brewer,  and  Ins  wife  lived  at  the 
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mill  creek  in  Greenbush  as  late  as  1(J58  They  came  to  New  Nether- 
land  in  1042  with  Megapolensis. 

Jan  Barentsen  Wemp  (or  Wamp)  arrived  in  Beverwyck  in  the  year 
L644.  He  was  a  farmer  of  the  first  class :  that  is  to  say,  he  paid  his  own  ex- 
penses to  this  country  and  came  prepared  to  do  business  with  his  ow  n 
capital.  [Te  prospered,  and  in  the  spring  of  1050,  with  the  consent  of 
Arendt  Van  Corlaer  ami  fan  Baptiste  Van  Rensselaer,  agents  of  the 
first  patroon,  he  negotiated  with  the  Mahikander  (Mohican)  Indians  for 
a  tract  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  about  seven  miles  north  of 
Beverwyck,  known  as  the  "Great  Meadow  Ground."  This  he  secured 
and  at  once  began  the  work  of  building  a  house  and  laying  out  a  farm. 
The  exact  limits  of  the  "Great  Meadow  Ground"  have  never  been  de- 
fined so  thai  the\-  may  be  recognized  to-day,  but  from  subsequent 
transfers  of  his  property  it  is  known  that  it  covered  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  present  site  of  Troy.  Unfortunately  the  records  for  the 
period  between  December  17,  KJ57,  and  November  12,  1064,  during 
which  period  Wemp  purchased  the  "Great  Meadow  Ground,"  are 
missing. 

From  all  that  can  be  gleaned  from  the  records  kept  during  the  early 
days  of  Fort  Orange  or  Beverwyck,  all  of  which  have  been  translated 
into  English,  Jan  Barentsen  Wemp  was  the  first  white  man  to  make  a 
permanent  settlement  above  the  Wynants  kill.  Wemp  was  a  shrewd 
Dutchman.  He  had  amassed  wealth  by  trading  in  furs  with  the  In- 
dians, and  when  he  let  it  be  understood  among  the  other  traders  at  Fort 
(•range  that  he  intended  removing  to  the  wilderness  farther  north  ami 
across  the  river  it  was  generally  believed  among  them  that  they  were 
about  to  got  l  id  of  a  rival  who  was  securing  the  cream  of  the  traffic 
with  the  wild  men.  Wemp  located  at  the  "Great  Meadow  Ground" 
ostensibly  for  the  purpose  ol  cultivating  the  soil ;  but  this  move  on  his 
part  was  merely  a  pretext.  It  is  true  that  he  did  lay  out  a  large  farm 
on  land  as  fertile  as  any  which  the  inhabitants  at  Fort  Orange  had 
heard  of,  but  while  he  was  doing  this  he  craftily  sent  out  word  to  the 
Indians  that  he  would  pay  the  highest  prices  for  their  furs  and  that  by 
dealing  with  him  they  would  not  only  secure  better  bargains  but  be 
saved  the  trouble  of  traveling  through  to  the  fort.  The  traders  of  Fort 
Orange  soon  found  that  their  rival,  of  whom  they  had  expected  to  be 
relieved,  had  found  a  location  where  he  could  intercept  a  lai'ge  number 
of  the  Indians  on  their  way  to  the  original  post,  ami  they  immediately 
began  to  make  complaints  to  the  agents  of  the  patroon.     Wemp,  indif- 
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ferent  to  the  wishes  of  the  other  colonists,  continued  to  secure  the  best 
of  (he  skins  which  came  bis  way.  Two  years  after  locating  at  the  Great 
Meadow  Ground  he  and  several  oilier  enterprising  colonists  purchased 
of  the  Mohawks  a  second  large  tract  of  land  called  "  Groote  Vlacht," 
or  Great  Plain,  the  site  of  the  lower  part  of  the  city  of  Schenectady. 

The  demand  of  the  colonists  that  Wemp  and  his  associates  should 
proceed  no  further  in  their  intended  monopoly  oi  the  best  trade  on  the 
east  and  west  of  the  complainants  was  based  on  the  general  ground  that 
in  so  doing  the  spirit  of  the  ride  governing  the  colonists  in  this  respect 
was  being  violated.  The  protesting  colonists  presented  to  the  di- 
rectors of  the  West  India  company  a  petition  which,  after  reciting  the 
facts  in  the  case,  requested  the  company  to  direct  Wemp  and  his  asso- 
ciates to  discontinue  their  trade  with  the  red  men.  To  this  the  com- 
pany consented,  but  Wemp  and  the  others  who  had  established  a  fine, 
wealth-producing  business  with  the  Indians,  denied  that  the  company 
had  any  right  to  interfere  with  their  plans.  The  result  of  the  contro- 
versy is  not  positively  known,  but  from  subsequent  occurrences  it  is 
doubtful  if  Wemp  paid  any  further  attention  to  the  wishes  of  the  com- 
pany, and  he  and  those  associated  with  him,  both  on  the  Great  Meadow 
Ground  and  on  the  Great  Plain,  continued  to  trade  at  pleasure  with  the 
Indians.  Jan  Barentsen  Wemp  died. in  J  tine,  liiii.'i.  I  lis  large  estate  was 
left  to  his  widow,  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  the  eldest  daughter 
being  the  wife  of  Jan  Cornells  van  der  Heyden.  The  farm  later  be- 
came the  Vanderheyden  farm,  which  was  the  site  of  nearly  the  entire 
business  portion  of  the  city  of  Troy. 

Sweer  TeuniseVan  Velsen  having  married  Marytie  Mynderse,  widow 
of  Wemp,  and  thereby  coining  into  possession  of  his  estate,  his  tenure 
became  secure,  April  \'.\,  I  ilti'l,  when  Richard  Nicolls,  the  Knglish  gov- 
ernor of  the  province  ol  New  York,  grantee!  to  him  a  patent  covering 
the  entire  estate,  three  morgens  ol  land,  which  is  described  as  "a 
certain  parcel  of  land,  lying  near  Albany,  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek 
or  kill,  beginning  from  the  mill  on  the  creek  and  to  goon  over  the  said 
creek  into  the  Great  Meadow  Ground,  whereabout  sixty-six  paces  the 
trees  arc  marked."  The  site  ol  the  mill  mentioned  in  the  patent  was 
probably  a  saw  mill  built  on  the  bank  of  the  Poesten  kill  below  the  falls. 
The  name  of  Wemp  is  found  written  as  Jan  Barentsen  Poest  in  the  early 
records  of  the  colon}-.  1 1  is  mill  appears  to  have  been  a  starting  point 
lor  many  land  measurements  in  early  days,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
important  of  the  early  landmarks  of  Rensselaer  count)'.     Nortlf'of  this 
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creek,  the  site  of  a  part  of  the  city  of  Troy,  was  a  portion  of  land  called 
Pafraets  Dael  (meaning-  Pafract's  part),  named  in  honor  of  -Maria  Pa- 
fraets,  the  mother  of  Killiaen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  first  patroon.  The 
name  was  also  a  synonym  of  Luylekkerland,  meaning  "The  paradise  of 
a  lazy  man. " 

In  the  days  of  which  we  are  writing  the  tract  of  land  lying 'between 
the  Poesten  kill  and  the  Wynants  kill  was  known  commonly  as  Lub- 
berdeland.  This  section,  originally  called  the  tenth  part  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck,  was  a  part  of  the  original  estate  oi  Johannes  1  >e  Laet,  one  of  the 
partners  of  Killiaen  Van  Rensselaer,  it  descended  by  inheritance  to 
his  daughter,  Johanna  Ebbingh,  who  afterward  leased  a  portion  of  it  to 
Sweer  Teunise  Van  Velsen,  and  in  June,  1G09,  sold  it  to  him  outright. 
In  the  same  year  Van  Velsen  removed  to  Schenectady  and  took  pos- 
session of  the  former  estate  of  Jan  Barentsen  Wenip.  His  property 
at  Lnbberdeland  he  left  to  the  management  of  Jacob  Heven.  Later  on 
Pieter  Pieterse  Van  Woggelum  purchased  a  farm  in  Lnbberdeland. 

The  records  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck  show  that  on  the  18th 
day  of  October,  1 074,  peertruyt  Pieterse  Vosbnrgh,  widow  of  Abraham 
Pieterse  Vosbnrgh,  transferred  to  Wynant  Gerritse  Vanderpoel  her 
half  of  a  saw  mill  on  the  creek  south  of  the  farm  of  Johanna  Ebbingh. 
The  creek  on  which  the  mill  was  located  soon  became  known  as 
Wynants  kill,  after  Wynant  Gerritse  Vanderpoel,  which  name  it  has 
ever  since  borne.  June  25  of  the  following  year  Jan  Cornelise  Vyse- 
laer  (or  Gow)  and  Lucas  Pieterse  (or  Coeymans)  bought  of  Sweer 
Teunise  Van  Velsen  about  four  acres  of  land  and  the  Poesten  mill, 
located  on  the  Poesten  kill.1  It  is  described  in  the  deed  as  "two  mor- 
gens  of  .liable  land,  Ling  in  the  colony  oi'  Rensselaerwyck,  up  the 
I  Hudson  J  river,  on  the  east  bank  over  against  Stone)'  Point,  before  this 
called  Poesten  mill,  together  with  tree  egress  and  a  road  along  the  hill, 
by  Pieter  Pieterse  Van  Woggel  urn's, '-'  to  the  shore."  .May  0,  1079,  Van 
Velsen  sold  to  Pieter  Pieterse  Van  Woggelum  the  entire  estate  known 
as  the  Great  Meadow  Ground.  September  19,  L681,  Van  Woggelum 
purchased  of  Robert  Saunders  a  tract  of  land  south  of  the  Piscawen 
kill,  called  by  the  Indians  Passquassick.  Saunders  had  obtained  the 
land,  most  of  which  was  covered  with  forest,  through  a  patent  granted 

i  The  noun  poesLi.ii,  in  Dutch,  signifies  bellows;  the  verb  poesten,  in  puff  or  blow. 
*  l'ielcr  I'ieterse  Van  Wojigelnin  was  probably  a  son  of  I'ieter  Adriaensc  Van  Wo^gflniil. 
alias  Soejjeniiiekelyi'k,  one  «if  the  lirsl  proprietors  ol  Schenevtiuly. 
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by  Sir  Edmund  AndrOs,  then  the  English  governor  of  the  province  of 
New  York. 

|uly  7,  1070,  Madam  Johanna  Ebbingh  sold  tojuriaen  Teunise Tappen 
the  big  farm  between  the  Poesten  kill  anil  the  Wynants  kill.  Novem- 
ber 7,  1077,  Tappen  mortgaged  it  to  Captain  Philip  Schuyler,  who 
owned  the  extensive  farm  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Hudson,  the  site 
of  the  present  Port  Schuyler.  It  was  described  in  the  deed  which  was 
given  by  the  patroon  of  Rensselaerwyck  in  1080  as  Poesten  Bouwery, 
"bouwery"  being  the  old  Dutch  term  which  was  synonymous  with  the 
word  "farm."  This  bouwery  contained  about  400  acres  of  land  and 
was  described  in  the  deed  as  being  bounded  on  the  north  by  a  certain 
mill  creek  commonly  known  as  the  Poesten  kill,  "now  or  late  in  the 
tenure  or  occupation  of  Johannes  Wendell;"  on  the  south  by  a  certain 
mill  creek  in  the  tenure  or  occupation  of  Wynants  Gerrits (Wynants  kill) ; 
and  on  the  east  by  the  hills.  The  western  boundary  of  this  bouwery 
was  the  Hudson  river.  Most  of  the  site  is  now  occupied  by  that  por- 
tion of  the  city  ol  Troy  known  as  South  Troy.  The  northern  portion 
of  the  estate  consisted  of  hills  which  broke  on  the  north  in  bluffs,  and 
in  the  colonial  time  it  formed  one  of  the  most  sightly  spots  in  the 
colony.  Thirty-four  years  al  ter  its  sale  to  Captain  Philip  Sehuvler,  his 
heirs  transferred  it  to  Stephanis  Groesbeek  of  Albany  for  1,241  pounds 
English  money.  Ten  days  afterward,  on  May  3,  1711,  Groesbeek  sold 
the  farm  to  Myndert  Schuyler  and  Peter  Van  Brugh,  receiving  there- 
for the  sum  of  1,241  pounds.  Pour  years  later  these  two  owners  di- 
vided the  farm,  Schuyler  retaining  the  southern  part  and  Van  Brugh 
the  northern  part.  This  division  occurred  December  29,  1715.  June  10, 
1730,  Sehuvler  sold  his  farm  to  Henderick  Oothout  for  000  pounds,  and 
|  nne  22,  17:52,  the  latter  sold  it  to  Edward  Collins  for  1,100  pounds. 
These  transactions  illustrate  the  rapid  increase  in  the  value  of  land  in 
these  times.  The  farm  was  then  considered  one  of  the  best  pieces  of 
property  in  that  part  of  the  manor.  Perhaps  the  only  farm  which  was 
its  superior  was  the  farm  on  the  north  which  for  many  years  was  in 
the  possession  of  the  Van  Der  Hey  den  family. 

Edward  Collins,  the  last  purchaser  of  the  southern  half  of  the  farm 
south  of  the  Poesten  kill  referred  to,  was  a  grandson  of  Philip  Pieterse 
Schuyler.  November  30,  L748,  this  farm  was  purchased  of  Collins  by 
Jan  Van  Buren.  March  5,  1795,  Van  Btiren  bequeathed  half  of  it  to 
Sarah  Van  Buren,  his  wife,  and  the  remaining'  portion  he  divided 
among- Catharine,  Sarah  and  Hannah  Visscher,  daughters  of  his  deceased 
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daughter,  Agnietje  Visscher.  Van  Buren  died  August  15,  L79S,  and  his 
widow  occupied  the  farm  until  her  death,  which  occurred  in  the  early 
part  of  the  nineteenth  century.  May  1771,  Stephen  f.  Schuyler 
purchased  of  Sarah,  w  idow  of  Teddy  McGinnis,  and  William  McGinnis, 
her  son,  who  had  come  into  possession  of  the  northern  half  of  the  Poes- 
ten  Bouwery,  their  property,  paying'  therefor  1,800  pounds.  Stephen 
J.  Schuyler  ami  his  family  lived  on  this  farm  lor  many  years,  occupy- 
ing a  large  brick  house  which  occupied  the  site  at  the  southwest  corner 
of  Madison  and  First  streets.  Schuyler's  death  occurred  there  Decem- 
ber 1  1,  1820,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  and  his  body  was  interred  in 
the  burial  ground  a  short  distance  north  of  the  homestead. 

.Sales  of  farms  ami  divisions  of  homesteads  were  common  in  those 
davs.  New  settlers  came  rapidly  into  the  manor,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
seventeenth  century  the  lowlands  and  hills  were  dotted  w  ith  houses. 
As  far  as  can  he  learned  from  existing  records  there  were  at  least  seven 
separate  families  residing  north  of  the  Wynants  kill.  Ttiere  ma)'  have 
been  more,  but  it  is  practically  certain  that  there  were  at  least  seven 
families  owning  the  land  which  they  occupied.  These  were  the  families 
of  Philip  Pieterse  Schuyler,  Pieter  Pieterse  Van  Woggelum,  Wynant 
Gerritse  Van  Dcr  Pod,  Lucas  Pieterse  (Coeymans),  Parent  Pieterse 
(Coeymans),  Jacob  Meven  and  fan  Cornelis  Vyselaer. 

These  people  were  of  the  sturdiest  hutch  stock  whic  h  immigrated  to 
Rcnsselaerwyck  in  the  seventeenth  century.  They  attended  strictly  to 
the  business  of  tilling  the  soiling  and  trading  with  the  Indians,  taking 
no  active  part  in  the  government  of  the  colony  of  Rcnsselaerwyck. 
They  ground  their  own  grain,  utilizing  the  power  generated  by  the 
waterfalls  in  the  Poeston  kill  and  the  other  creeks  near  them.  They 
treated  the  Indians  with  great  hospitality  ami  consequently  were  but 
little  annoyed  l>\  the  red  men  ol  the  forest.  The  Indians  liked  to  trade 
with  them  when  possible,  for  die  prices  they  paid  for  furs,  it  is  believed, 
were  generally  higher  than  those  paid  at  Fort  <  'range.  Little  by  little, 
however,  the  traffic  in  furs  grew  smaller  and  the  rate  at  which  the 
farming  lands  were  developed  increased.  The  soil  was  productive  and 
crops  were  bountiful.  New  settlers  arrived  every  season,  and  before 
the  eighteenth  century  was  far  advanced  the  colony  numbered  not  less 
than  a  hundred  souls,  all  industrious,  prosperous,  fearless,  contented 
and  happy. 

Dirck  Van  der  lleyden,  son  of  Jacob  Tysse  Van  dcr  Heyden,  who 
came  to  New  Amsterdam  from  Holland  in  l(55;2  or  1(551),  purchased  of 
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Pieter  Pieterse  Van  Woggelum,  June  2,  1707,  his  farm,  extending  from 
the  Piscawen  kill  to  the  Poesten  kill.  It  was  more  than  thirteen  years 
later,  however,  or  December  15,  1.720,  before  the  title  to  the  farm  was 
confirmed  by  Maria  and  Fiend  rick  Van  Rensselaer.  The  terms  of  the 
sale  were  that  the  purchaser  should  paytothe  patroon  an  annual  rental 
amounting  to  three  and  three-quarters  bushels  of  wheat  and  two  fat 
hens  or  capons.  The  homestead  of  Van  der  Ilcyden  was  located  not 
far  from  the  centre  of  that  part  of  the  farm  bordering  on  the  Hudson 
river,  and  not  more  than  live  or  six  hundred  feet  south  of  (lie  point 
opposite  the  southern  extremity  of  Green  island.  This  farm  remained 
in  possession  of  the  Vanderheyden  family  for  many  years  thereafter 
and  included  the  site  of  nearly  the  entire  business  portion  of  the  pres- 
ent city  of  Troy.  In  November,  173J,  lie  deeded  the  property  to  his 
three  sons,  Jacob,  David  and  Mattys.  March  2,  L732,  David  conveyed 
his  interest  therein  to  his  brother  Jacob.  April  :;,  1739,  Jacob  and 
Mattys  caused  to  he  executed  a  partition  deed  by  which  the  farm  was 
divided  into  three  parts,  the  former  retaining  the  northern  and  middle- 
sections  and  the  latter  the  southern  section.  Jacob  died  April  Is,  17  |<i, 
having  bequeathed  to  his  son  Dirck  his  two  sections  of  the  original 
farm.  July  2,  1740,  Dirck  conveyed  half  the  property  to  his  brother 
Jacob.  March  1,  1.770,  Mattys  Vanderheyden  willed  his  farm  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Poesten  kill  to  his  sons  Dirck  and  John  and  their  sons, 
but  afterwards,  June  21,  1771,  he  mortgaged  the  entire  property  for 
300  pounds  to  Lucas  Van  Vcchten.  Jacob  I.,  son  of  Jacob,  became 
owner  of  the  farm  on  the  south  side  of  the  Piscawen  kill  May  I  I,  1774, 
by  a  deed  of  release  Dirck  Vanderheyden  died  in  1775  and  his  son 
Jacob  D.  inherited  the  middle  farm.  The  northern  farm  was  then 
owned  l<v  Jacob  1   and  the  southern  by  Mattys  Vanderheyden. 

Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution  the  inhabitants 
of  the  colony  whic  h  subsequently  became  known  as  Vanderheyden  and 
later  as  Troy  were  quick  to  respond  to  the  call  for  protection  against 
the  invaders  who  were  sent  by  England  to  enforce  its  demands  upon  all 
the  colonists.  It  is  not  known  that  there  was  a  regular  company  of 
patriot  militia  in  Troy,  but  that  there  was  in  the  county  of  Albany  is  a 
matter  of  record.  Early  in  the  war  many  of  the  settlers  living  on  or 
near  the  site  of  Troy  enlisted  in  the  patriot  army,  and  some  of  them  .also 
doubtless  were  numbered  among  the  Tories.  As  early  as  July  30,  1772, 
Governor  Try  on  issued  the  following  commission,  evidently  with  the 
intention  of  keeping  in  the  royalist  ranks  one  whom  he  supposed  to  be 
in  sympathy  with  the  crown: 
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Jacob  Van  der  Heyden,  gentleman,  of  the  count)-  of  Albany,  appointed  by  his  ex- 
cellency, William  Tryon,  Esq.,  Captain-General  and  Governor-in-Chief  in  and  over 
the  Province  of  New  York,  and  the  territories  depending  thereon  in  America,  Chan- 
cellor and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same:  Fust  Lieutenant  of  Captain  Henry  II.  Gar- 
denier's  Company  <it  Foot  in  the  Second  Battalion  in  the  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the 
manor  of  Rensselaervvyck.  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  Fort  George, 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  the  thirtyeth  day  of  July,  in  the  tw  elfth  year  of  the  reign  of 
our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Third,  Anno  Domini,  17?^. 

Three  years  later  this  company,  which  was  composed  in  part,  at  least, 
of  the  inhabitants  of  what  is  now  Troy,  had  these  officers:  Captain, 
Henry  II.  Gardenieror  Gordinier;  first  lieutenant,  Jacob  Van  der  Hey- 
den; second-lieutenant,  Adam  Beam;  ensign,  Henry  Thicker.  The 
regimental  officers  then  commissioned,  residing  in  the  same  locality, 
were:  Colonel,  Stephen  [.  Schuyler;  lieutenant-colonel,  Henry  K.  Van 
Rensselaer;  majors,  Philip  De  Freest  and  John  ]  Fonda;  adjutant, 
Volkert  Oothoudt ;  quartermaster  Jacob  Van  Alstyne. 

Despite  the  attempt  to  keep  this  company  in  the  ranks  of  the  royal- 
ists it  proved  to  be  patriotic  to  the  core  when  the  crisis  arrived,  and  in 
the  summer  of  1777  it  marched  with  the  Army  of  the  North,  tinder 
command  of  General  Philip  Schuyler,  to  meet  the  army  of  Burgoyne, 
as  related  in  a  previous  chapter.  When  the  army  fell  back  they  as- 
sisted in  preparing  for  the  defense  of  the  Hudson  and  wielded  the  spade 
in  the  construction  of  the  earthworks  on  Haver  island,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Thaddeus  Kosciusko.  Fortunately  for  the  peace  of  Rensselaer 
county  the  defeat  of  Burgoyne  practically  ended  the  war  in  this  vicinity 
and  the  whilom  militiamen  were  left  to  pursue  their  vocations  without 
being  in  constant  tear  of  an  approaching  enemy. 

The  name  ot  Van  1  V.  1  levdon,  or  Vanderheydeii  as  it  is  now  known, 
is  inetlably  associated  with  the  history  of  Troy.  The  Vanderheydeii 
family,  as  has  been  related,  owned  nearly  all  the  land  upon  which  the 
foundations  of  the  modern  Troy  were  builded,  and  for  many  years  the 
prosperous  settlement  was  known  far  and  near  as  "  Vanderheydeii. " 
The  upper  farm  was  located  between  the  Piscawen  kill  and  Grand 
Division,  later  Grand  street,  facob  I.  Vanderheyden's  house,  a  one- 
story  brick  structure  built  in  1756,  stood  on  the  steep  hill  near  the 
middle  of  the  farm.  The  middle  farm  was  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Grand  street  and  on  the  south  by  Division  street.  It  was  on  this  farm 
that  the  old  homestead  was  located,  occupying  the  site  of  the  present 
vState  armory.  The  homestead  was  a  two-story  frame  building,  and 
was  occupied  at  this  lime  by  Jacob  Vanderheydeii,  who  controlled  the 
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ferry  across  the  Hudson  at  this  point.  The  lower  farm  extended  from 
Division  street  to  the  Poesten  kill.  The  house  of  Matthias  Vanderhey- 
den,  a  one-story  brick  structure,  built  in  1752,  was  about  six  rods  south 
of  the  homestead. 

The  Vanderheydei:  family  had  secured  the  finest  property  within  a 
radius  of  miles,  and  when  affairs  began  to  be  settled  at  the  close  of  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  the  settlers  for  miles  around  had  the  fact  im- 
pressed upon  them  in  more  ways  than  one.  About  the  year  1783  em- 
igrants from  the  New  England  States  began  to  arrive  in  considerable 
numbers  at  Vanderheyden's,  as  it  was  then  known.  Some  of  these  en- 
deavored, in  order  to  secure  a  good  location,  to  buy  or  lease  land  of 
Jacob  I).  Yanderheydcn,  the  owner  of  the  middle  farm  and  the  autocrat 
of  the  ferry,  but  these  applicants  were  uniformly  unsuccessful.  Settle- 
ments were  made  all  around  the  farm,  but  for  a  long  time  the  proprie- 
tor was  absolute  monarch  ol  his  line  estate.  Jacob  1.,  owner  of  the 
northern  farm,  was  not  so  conservative,  however,  for  in  178<5  he  leased 
to  Benjamin  Thurber,  who  came  from  Providence,  K.  I.,  and  who  had 
been  unsucc  essful  in  Ids  repeated  endeavors  to  negotiate  for  some  land 
of  Jacob  I).  Vanderheyden,  a  small  lot  on  the  west  side  oi  River  street 
just  south  of  Moosick.  lb-re  Thurber  established  a  general  store,  the 
first  in  that  vicinity.  lie  sold  about  everything  for  which  he  thought 
there  would  be  a  market,  and  he  prospered.  Captain  Stephen  Ashley, 
from  Salisbury,  Conn.,  had  heard  of  Vanderheyden's,  and  he  fol- 
lowed close  upon  the  lie  els  of  Thu  rber.  lie,  too,  tried  to  get  a  foothold 
upon  the  middle  farm  ami  failed,  though  he  finally  received  a  concession 
from  Matthias  Vanderheyden  and  leased  for  two  years  his  brick  house. 
This  he  convened  into  an  inn  and  established  a  ferry  in  competition 
with  the  proprietor  of  the  middle  farm.  Though  he  must  have  seen 
that  he  could  not  keep  competitors  away,  Jacob  1'.  Vanderheyden  con- 
tinued to  refuse  to  sell  or  lease  an  inch  of  his  land,  bale  in  L78C  be 
turned  away  another  Yankee,  Benjamin  Covell,  from  Providence,  R. 
I.,  and  the  latter  leased  a  house  near  Ashley's  "  banners'  Inn  "  and 
Ashley's  Ferry.  An  idea  of  the  way  be  prospered,  and  a  sufficient 
reason  for  the  sudden  influx  of  shrewd  traders,  ma}7  be  gained  from  one 
single  sentence  contained  in  a  letter  which  Covell  wrote  from  bis  home 
on  berry  Hook,  as  that  part  of  Rensselaerwyek  was  called,  to  his 
brother:  "  Done  more  business  in  one  day  than  in  one  week  in  Provi- 
dence." It  was  evident  from  this  that  the  number  of  settlers  in  this 
locality  had  become  large  enough  that  the  occupation  of  the  middle 
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farm  was  a  question  of  but  a  short  time.  One  thing'  alone  assured  the 
development  of  the  settlement,  and  that  was  the  fart  that  it  was  Ideated 
directly  opposite  the  head  of  navigation  in  the  river. 

There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  nothing  but  the  obstinacy  of  the 
sturdy  Dutch  farmer,  who  occupied  the  best  position  in  all  thissection, 
and  was  aware  of  the  fact,  prevented  the  earlier  settlement  oi  Troy  and 
allowed  Lansingburgh  to  gain  an  advantage  to  overcome  which  took 
many  years.  llis  determination  finally  gave  way  to  reason,  however, 
anil  early  in  the  spring  of  1787  he  decided  to  have  a  portion  of  his  farm 
surveyed  into  building  lots.  The  work  was  intrusted  to  Flores  Bancker 
of  Lansingburgh,  who  completed  the  survey  May  I,  1787  His  map 
showed  289  lots,  most  of  which  were  50  feet  wide  and  130  feet  dee]), 
with  alleys  20  feet  wide  in  the  rear  of  the  lots.  The  width  of  t  lie  streets 
was  GO  feet.  Benjamin  Covell,  who  with  Captain  Ashley  had  been 
instrumental  in  inducing  Vanderheyden  to  lay  out  a  village,  was  the 
first  man  to  purchase  a  lot.  lie  selected  one  at  once  and  made  prepa- 
rations to  move  his  store  on  it.  It  was  on  the  west  side  of  Ris  er  street, 
the  fourth  lot  south  of  Ferry. 

A  weekly  newspaper — the  Northern  Centinel  and  Lansingburgh  Ad- 
vertiser— having  been  established  at  New  City,  as  Lansingburgh  was 
commonly  known,  May  1  o,  17S7,  business  at  1  ><  ith  I  lansingburgh  and  Van- 
derheyden was  given  sudden  additional  impetus.  Vessels  sailed  up  to  and 
even  above  the  two  ferries  of  Ashley  and  Vanderheyden  and  anchored 
within  a  few  feet  of  the  shore,  the  deep  channel  running  close  to  the 
cast  shore  at  this  point.  In  the  fall  of  the  year  Dr.  Samuel  Gale  of 
Killingworth,  Conn,,  who  had  expected  to  locate  at  Lansingburgh  but 
who  had  been  unable  to  secure  a  house  there,  took  up  a  temporary 
residence  with  |acob  D.  Vanderheyden  at  the  solicitation  of  the  lat- 
ter. There  he  practiced  his  profession  during  the  fall  and  winter  and 
in  the  spring  of  the  next  year  he  leased  of  his  host  two  lots  on  the  west 
side  of  River  street,  north  of  Benjamin  Covell's  store,  on  which  he 
erected  a  two-story  double  frame  house.  Part  of  this  he  occupied  as  a 
residence  and  in  the  other  half  he  established  a  general  store. 

In  September,  1787,  Casper  Frats  and  Yalles  Mandeville  established 
a  schooner  line  for  the  transportation  of  freight  and  passengers  be- 
tween New  York  and  Vanderheyden's  ferry.  The  agent  of  the  line  at 
the  north  end  of  the  route  was  Abraham  Van  Arnam.  Captain  Stephen 
Ashley,  Jonathan  blunt,  Ephraim  Morgan,  Daniel  Carpenter,  Robert 
McClellan,  Asa  Crosscn  and  William  Coit  were  among  those  who  at 
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this  time  leased  lots  of  Vanderheyden  and  either  constructed  resi- 
dences or  stores  or  warehouses.  The  proprietor  had  no  lack  of  appli- 
cations for  land  and  Vanderheyden  grew  rapidly. 

Man\'  of  the  newcomers,  indeed  the  large  majority  of  them,  were 
shrewd  Yankees,  and  (hey  did  not  like  to  write  or  pronounce  what  they 
considered  an  awkward  Dutch  name.  The  newcomers  therefore  de- 
cided to  choose  a  new  and  more  convenient  name.  fanuary  5,  178.0, 
a  number  of  them  met  at  Ashley's  Inn,  near  the  northeast  corner  of 
River  and  Ferry  streets,  and  decided  to  change  the  name  of  the  pros- 
perous hamlet  to  Troy.  That  everybody  should  know  of  their  decision 
they  decided  to  advertise  the  result  of  their  meeting.  The  advertise- 
ment thus  prepared,  which  was  printed  in  the  Lansingburgh  and  Al- 
bany papers,  read  as  follows: 

To  the  Public. —This  evening  the  Freeholders  of  the  place  lately  known  by  Van- 
der-Heyden's  or  Ashley' s-Ferry,  situate  on  the  cast  bank  of  Hudson's-river,  about 
seven  miles  above  Albany,  met  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a.  name  for  the  said 
place;  when,  by  a  majority  of  voices,  it  was  confirmed,  that  in  future,  it  should  be 
called  and  know  n  by  the  name  of  TROY.  From  its  present  state,  and  the  more 
pleasing  prospect  of  its  popularity,  arising  from  the  natural  advantages  on  the  Mer- 
cantile Line,  il  may  not  be  too  sanguine  to  expect,  at  no  very  distant  period,  to  see 
Troy,  as  famous  for  her  Trade  and  Navigation  as  many  of  our  lirst  towns. 

Troy,  5th  fanuary,  17N!I.  8  w. 

The  Vanderheyden  family  fought  against  changing  the  name  in  the 
arbitral')'  manner  employed  by  the  progressive  new  settlers,  and  Jacob 
D.  Vanderheyden  went  so  far  for  a  number  of  years  afterward  as  to  write 
it  "  Vanderheyden  a/ias  Troy."  Nevertheless  the  changing  of  the  name 
and  the  publicity  which  was  given  to  the  place  thereby  was  followed  at 
once  by  additions  to  the  population  which  were  unanticipated  by  the 
most  sanguine  promoters  ol  the  embryo  city.  Settlers,  hearing  of  the 
opportunities  which  presented  themselves  at  the  head  waters  of  the 
Hudson,  came  flocking  in  from  all  directions— from  New  England, 
from  other  parts  of  New  York  and  even  from  Lansingburgh  and 
Albany.  New  buildings  were  constructed  on  all  sides  and  the  saw  mills 
on  the  Poesten  kill  and  the  Wynants  kill  were  taxed  to  their  utmost 
capacity  to  turn  out  the  lumber  required  for  the  building  which  had 
been  undertaken.  Business  of  all  kinds  prospered.  Some  of  the  new- 
comers were  not  satisfied  with  wood  as  building  material,  so  early  in 
L790  Samuel  and  libenezer  Willsori,  two  young  men  who  had  come 
from  New  Hampshire,  began  the  manufacture  of  brick.  They  found 
a  read}'  market  for  their  product  and  furnished  the  brick  used 'in  the 
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construction  of  the  first  court  house  and  jail,  besides  a  number  of  pri- 
vate residences.  Among  the  others  who  came  to  Troy  about  this  time 
were  Colonel  Abraham  Ten  Eyck  and  Colonel  Albert  Pawling,  who 
had  been  running  a  general  store  in  Lansingburgh  for  several  years. 
Both  were  officers  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  They  associated  with 
them  Conrad  J.  Elmendorf  and  did  business  at  the  northwest  corner 
of  River  and  Congress  streets -under  the  name  of  Abraham  Ten  Eyck 
&  Co.  Annanias  Piatt,  a  tavern  keeper  of  Lansingburgh,  began  run- 
ning a  stage  from  thai  village  to  Albany  earl)-  in  1 789,  passing  through 
Troy  and  giving  its  inhabitants  additional  advantages.  About  this 
time  Christopher  Mutton,  Timothy  Iluttcn,  Josiah  Kellogg,  Israel 
Knapp,  Isaac  Rogers,  James  Caldwell  and  Henry  Oothout  settled  here 
and  began  business. 

March  IS,  L791,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  dividing  several  towns 
in  various  parts  of  the  State.  At  this  time  Troy  was  in  the  town  of 
Rensselaerwyck.  The  population  of  the  little  village  had  increased  so 
rapidly  and  its  business  relations  were  developing  at  so  great  a  rate 
that  the  inhabitants  felt  that  they  should  enjoy  self-government  as  far 
as  possible.  This  was  accomplished  in  a  measure  by  the  erection  of 
the  town  of  Troy,  by  the  following' clause  in  the  general  law  referred 
to: 

That  from  and  after  the  first  Monday  iu  April  next,  all  that  part  of  the  town  of 
Rensselaerwyck  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer,  whic  h  lies  north  of  a  line  to  be  drawn 
from  a  point  on  the  east  hank  of  Ilndsons  river,  sixteen  miles  distant  from  the  south- 
west corner  of  the  town  of  Rensselaerwyck,  and  running  from  thence  east,  lo  the 
west  bounds  of  the  town  of  Petersburgh,  shall  he.  and  is  hereby  erected  into  a  dis- 
tinct and  separate  town,  by  the  name  of  Troy  ;  and  that  the  first  town  meeting  of  the 
siiiil  town  of  Troy  shall  bo  held  .u  the  dwelling  house  now  occupied  by  Stephen  Ash- 
ley in  iho  said  town;  and  thai  the  next  town  meeting  of  the  town  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck, shall  be  held  at  the  dwelling  house  of  James  McKown  in  the  said  town. 

Thus  was  the  town  of  Troy  founded.  The  political  organization  was 
indefinite.  But  a  little  over  a  month  before  Rensselaer  county  had 
been  set  off  from  Albany  county.  The  new  count)'  government  was 
hardly  in  motion  when  the  new  town  of  Troy  sprang  into  existence. 
About  this  time  the  need  for  a  religious  organization  was  felt.  Meet- 
ings had  been  held  every  Sunday  for  some  time,  for  a  while,  in  the  hall 
over  Ashley's  tavern,  then  in  the  village  school  house.  Interest  in  them 
increased  and  it  was  proposed  to  organize  a  church  according  to  law. 
While  many  denominations  participated  in  the  services,  the  Presbyte- 
rians, mostly  from  Xew  England,  were  in  the  majority  and  they  carried 
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the  day  in  favor  of  a  Presbyterian  church.  This  decision  was  reached 
on  the  last  day  of  the  year  I  7'.)  I  at  Ashley's  tavern,  when  six  trustees 
were  chosen:  Jacob  I).  Vanderheyden,  himself  an  ardent  disciple  of 
the  Dutch  Reformed  faith;  Dr.  Samuel  Gale,  F.phraim  Morgan,  John 
McChesney,  sr.,  Benjamin  Covell  and  Benjamin  Gorton.  August  30, 
179;.',  the  Presbyterian  churches  in  Dansingburgh  and  Troy  extended  a 
call  to  Jonas  Coe,  a  licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  New  York,  and  he 
became  their  pastor.  In  the  same  summer  the  erection  of  a  wooden 
meeting  house,  forty  by  sixty  feet,  was  begun  on  the  lot  on  First  street 
on  the  south  side  of  Congress  street,  which  had  been  given  to  the  con- 
gregation by  Jacob  I).  Vanderheyden.  The  contractors  were  Abel 
House,  Roger  Powers,  Henry  DeCamp,  John  De  ("amp  and  Benjamin 
Smith.  The  work  was  not  completed  that  summer  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  funds  ami  November  20  )  acob  D.  Vanderheyden  was  ap- 
pointed to  receive  contributions  for  the  furtherance  of  the  work.  The 
structure  proceeded  slowly.  The  floor  was  laid  in  the  spring  of  1793, 
but  at  the  ordination  of  Rev.  Jonas  Coe,  June  "25,  boards  resting  on 
boxes  and  blocks  formed  the  pews  and  a  rough  platform  served  as  a 
pulpit.  It  was  not  until  the  next  spring,  March  8,  1  79-1,  that  the  sac- 
rament of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  first  administered  in  the  church.  The 
work  of  completing  the  church  dragged  along  for  years  on  account  of 
the  lack  of  funds  to  pay  therefor,  June  I,  1795,  Jacob  D.  Vander- 
heyden deeded  to  the  trustees  of  the  church  sixteen  lots,  including  the 
three  on  which  the  meeting  house  stood.  These  lots  embraced  sub- 
stantially the  same  territory  as  that  now  known  as  "Seminary  Park," 
south  of  Congress  street  between  First  and  Second  streets.  Rev.  Jonas 
C«>e  remained  as  pastor  ol  the  united  congregations  of  Lansinglmrgh 
and  Troy  until  January,  180-1,  when  he  resigned  to  become  pastor  of  the 
Tro)  church. 

"The  Recorder,"  the  first  newspaper  published  in  Troy,  made  its 
first  appearance  in  1791.  It  was  a  small  folio,  four  columns  to  the 
page,  and  was  printed  by  George  Gardner.  It  was  in  Troy  that  the 
first  paper  mill  in  Northern  New  York  was  constructed  in  1  792.  This  mill 
was  built  by  Mahlon  Taylor  on  the  west  side  of  the  Poesten  kill,  near 
which  he  also  erected  a  grist  mill  and  a  saw  mill.  Power  for  all  the 
mills  was  supplied  from  a  dam  which  he  built  some  three  hundred  feet 
up  the  stream  from  the  grist  mill.  The  proprietor  soon  found  a  pur- 
chaser for  the  paper  mill,  which  he  sold,  December  29,  1792,  to  Charles 
P.  Webster  and  George  Webster  of  Albany  and  Ashbel  SeymoriY  ami 
Perely  Ensign  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  for  400  pounds. 
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A  visitor  to  Troy  in  describing' the  appearance  of  the  thrifty 

village,  wrote:  "There  were  from  fifteen  to  twenty  stores  of  all  de- 
scriptions; several  from  two  to  four  stories  high. "  Among  these  the 
following  proprietors  were  named:  Ten  Ryck  &  Pawling,  on  the  north- 
west corner  of  River  ami  Congress  streets;  Benjamin  Gorton's,  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  same  streets ;  William  Bayeau,  south  of  Gorton; 
Jonathan  and  Alsop  Hunt,  south  of  Bayeau ;  the  Messrs.  Knight,  south 
of  tlie  Hunts;  |ohn  Pease;  Dr.  Samuel  Gale,  on  the  south  west  corner  of 
River  and  Perry  streets;  Benjamin  Covell,  adjoining  Dr.  Gale's;  Asa 
Anthony  &  Son,  northwest  corner  of  River  ami  State  streets;  the 
Merritts,  north  of  Anthony's;  Philip  Heartt,  on  the  west  side  of  River 
street,  between  State  and  Albany  streets;  [oshua  ('wen's  tavern,  north 
of  Heartt's;  Jeremiah  Pierce's  tavern,  northwest  corner  of  River  and 
Congress  streets;  besides  several  small  shops.  The  population  of  Troy 
at  that  time  must  have  been  several  hundred  and  the  surrounding 
country  must  have  been  thickly  populated  to  support  such  a  number  of 
stores  ami  taverns.    The  writer  continued : 

Troy  prospered  greatly,  which  1  always  attributed  to  the  way  in  which  the  people 
rightly  started,  They  remembered  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy.  They  com- 
meiiCed  public  worship  when  there  was  but  one  man  in  the  village  who  Could  make 
a  prayer,  .  .  .  The  worship  commenced  with  a  prayer  by  Mr.  ITa/er,  the 
sexton.  After  the  prayer  Mr.  Van  der  [Ieyden  would  line  out  a  psalm,  ami  the  New 
lillglanders,  both  men  and  women,  would  all  sing.  Alter  the  singing,  a  sermon  was 
read  by  Doctor  Gale  or  Colonel  Pawling;  both  good  readers  and  selectors  of  good 
sermons.  The  service  closed  as  it  began.  Afterward  we  had  preaching  every 
oilier  Sabbath  statedly  in  the  little  red  school  house. 

Speaking  of  Ashley's  tavern  the  writer  continued: 

The  niosi  noted  tavern  was  Stephen  Ashley's,  at  the  Habeock  stand, — a  place 
w  here  jnsi  such  a  tavern  was  needed  tor  the  accommodation  of  the  river-men  and 
the  people  from  the  country,  who  would  naturally  resort  to  it,  being  near  the  terry. 
Mr.  Ashley  had  two  signs  which  were  (pule  characteristic.  On  the  road  running 
from  the  country,  on  the  east  side  ol  the  house,  he  had  a  small  gate,  hanging  to  a 
strip  of  board,  on  which  was  printed  in  large  letters:  "This  gate  hangs  high,  it 
hinders  none,  refresh,  then  pay,  and  travel  on."  In  front  of  his  house  was  a  tail 
sign-post  on  the  lop  of  w  hich  was  an  open  three-sided  box,  turning  on  a  pivot  and 
revolving  whenever  the  w  ind  blew.  On  each  side  of  it  was  lettered:  "  Come,  here 
is  Ashley's,  let  us  call." 

The  village  of  Waterford  and  the  village  of  Troy  were  incorporated 
by  act  of  the  Legislature  on  the  same  day,  March  25,  1?'.)4.  The 
charter  adopted  on  that  day  was  concise.  After  declaring  the  first 
trustees  and  the  boundaries  of  the  village  of  Waterford,  defining  the 

powers  and  duties  of  the  village  officers,  etc.,  the  act  continues: 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  Jacob  I  >.  Vanderhey- 
den,  Benjamin  Covil,  Anthony  Goodspeed,  John  Pease,  Kphraim  Morgan,  Christo- 
pher Hurton  and  Samuel  Gale,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be  the  lirst 
trustees  for  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  town  of  Troy  m  the 
county  of  Rensselaer  residing  within  the  limits  following  visit,  beginning  on  the 
north  side  of  a  certain  creek  called  Poesten  creek  w  here  there  were  formerly  a  saw 
mill  fifty  eight  chains  from  Mud  sons  river,  and  runs  from  thence  down  along  the 
said  creek  to  the  said  river,  thenee  up  along  the  said  river  to  a  small  creek  called 
the  Meadow  creek,  thence  along  the  said  creek  into  the  woods,  south  seventy  degrees 
easterly  forty  chains,  t  hence  south  I  went v-three  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  westerly, 
along  the  west  side  of  the  land  of  the  late  Albeit  Bratt  one  hundred  and  six  chains 
to  Lhe  place  of  beginning.  The  above  courses  to  be  run  as  the  magnetic  needle 
pointed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty.  And  shall  continue  to 
be  trustees  as  aforesaid,  until  the  lust  Tuesday  in  May  next,  and  until  others  shall 
be  chosen  in  their  place,  and  it  shall  .mil  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  lhe  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  for  the  time  being,  residing  within  the  village  of  Troy,  w  ithin  the 
boundaries  aforesaid,  and  qualified  bylaw  to  vole  at  town  meetings,  to  assemble  on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  May  next  and  annually  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  May  there- 
after at  such  place,  and  at  such  time  of  the  day,  as  the  trustees  lor  the  lime  being, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  I))'  public  advertisement  appoint  and  under  Lhe 
direction  of  the  said  trustees  or  such  of  them  as  shall  be  present,  who  are  hereby 
made  inspectors  of  such  election,  then  and  there  by  a  majority  of  voices  to  elect 
seven  inhabitants  being  freeholders  to  be  trustees  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  continue  in 
office  until  the  second  Tuesday  in  May  in  the  next  ensuing  year  and  until  others 
shall  be  chosen  in  their  place. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  lhe  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  inhabitants  resid- 
ing withing  the  said  last  mentioned  boundaries,  and  the  said  trustees  last  above- 
mentioned  and  their  successors,  shall  and  they  arc  hereby  fully  vested  wilh  all  and 
singular  the  powers  and  authorities,  to  all  intents  constructions  and  purposes  with 
respect  to  the  village  of  Troy  as  is  or  are  intended  to  be  given  by  this  act  lo  the  in- 
habitants and  trustees  of  Waterford. 

Waterford  was  therefore  apparently  lhe  more  important  village  of 
the.  two  in  the  eyes  of  the  Legislature  o I  I  !  'J  I . 

Among  the  distinguished  men  who  made  Troy  their  temporary  home 
about  this  time  was  Frederic  Seraphin,  Marquis  de  hi  Tour  du  Pin 
fiouvernet,  a  French  refugee,  who  was  accompanied  by  his  wife,  the 
marchioness,  lie  was  a  loyalist  and  a  distinguished  soldier  in  the 
French  army,  but  was  compelled  to  flee  from  his  native  land  sunn  after 
the  breaking  out  of  the  historical  Reign  of  Terror,  lie  sailed  for 
America  under  the  name  of  Charles  Lee,  his  wife  malting  the  journey 
in  another  vessel  in  order  to  throw  the  French  spies  off  their  track. 
Soon  after  reaching  New  York  they  came  to  Troy  bearing  letters  of 
introduction  to  Mrs.  John  Bird,  who  afterward  became  the  wife  of 
Colonel  Albert  Pawling.    They  lived  very  quietly,  at  their  o^vn  re- 
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quest.  The  marquis  rented  the  tavern  on  River  street  which  later  on 
was  known  as  Mechanics'  Hall.  Their  only  visitors  were  Mr  and  Mrs. 
Bird.  Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  marquis  the  nephew  of  the  Comte 
de  Rochambeau,  likewise  a  refugee,  arrived  in  America  for  the  same 
reasons  which  induced  the  marquis  to  leave  France,  and  came  to  Troy. 
The  couple  were  frequently  seen  together  walking  into  the  country, 
and  once  entertained  Prince  Charles  Maurice  de  Talleyrand  Perigord, 
the  famous  French  statesman  and  diplomat,  who,  while  French  envoy 
to  England  in  I7!)4,  was  compelled  to  leave  that  country  for  political 
reasons.  Other  proscribed  French  loyalists  visited  Troy  at  intervals 
during  the  following  two  or  three  years.  The  straitened  financial  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Marquis  compelled  him  to  economize  so  much  that 
he  finally  left  Troy  to  take  up  a  small  farm  three  miles  southwest  of 
the  village  in  Albany  count}',  which  he  cultivated,  selling  the  produce 
in  Troy  and  Albany.  Upon  the  close  of  the  French  Revolution  lie  re- 
turned to  his  native  country  where  he  again  became  a  political  power. 
In  his  "  Reminiscences  of  Troy"  Hon.  John  VVoodworth  writes: 

There  was  at  thai  early  day,  and  what  has  distinguished  Tmy  in  all  its  progress, 
and  was  so  conducive  to  its  prosperity,  a  concert  of  action;-- -a  concentration  of  sen- 
timent, and  united  efforts  on  all  questions  relating  to  the  interest  of  the  village.  To 
all  these,  political  questions  held  a  secondary  place;  there  was  also  a  large  propor- 
tion of  practical  business  men  of  good  sense  and  industrious  habits,  well-fitted  for 
tlie  positions  in  which  they  were  placed;  capital  in  a  short  time  became  abundant, 
although  but  little  ai  the  commencement;  the  rapid  acquisition  of  wealth  by  regular 
business  soon  furnished  an  ample  supply. 

Speaking  on  some  of  the  early  inhabitants  he  said: 

Colonel  Albert  Pawling    .  claims  particular  notice,    lie  was  one  of  the 

earliest  inhabitants;  he  had  been  well  educated  at  an  academy  in  Kingston;  when 
quite  a  young  man ,  he  joined  as  an  officer  the  army  under  ( ieneral  Montgomery,  was 
engaged  in  the  disastrous  battle  before  Quebec's  beleaguered  walls,  on  tin.-  memora- 
ble eight  of  December  81,  1775.  I  never  knew  a  man  having  higher  notions  of 
honor  and  integrity.  Colonel  Pawling  was  always  among  the  foremost  in  promoting 
the  interests  of  the  village;  untiring  in  his  exertions  to  procure  funds  to  build  I  lie 
court  house;  liberal  in  contributions  to  erect  the  First  Presbyterian  church  for  the 
settlement  of  a  pastor,  and  always  theadvocilte  of  a  high  standard  of  morals. 

Moses  Vail,  who  removed  to  Troy  from  Nassau  about  1703  or  L794-, 
erected  a  flouring'  mill  on  the  Poestcn  kill  in  liHI,  between  Mount  Ida 
falls  and  the  mills  of  Mahlon  Taylor.  Previous  to  moving  to  Troy  he 
had  been  State  Senator  four  years.  In  lsoo  he  was  appointed  sheriff, 
One  ol  his  sons,  George  Vail,  was  president  of  the  Merchants'  and 
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Mechanics' bank ;  and  another  sod,  Henry  Vail,  was  a  representative 
in  Congress. 

The  second  church  founded  in  Troy  was  of  the  Baptist  denomina- 
tion. In  response  to  a  recjuest  from  a  number  of  residents  of  the  Bap- 
tist persuasion  Elder  lilias  Lee,  who  had  been  preaching  in  Albany, 
began  preaching  Sunday  afternoons  to  small  congregations  in  Troy. 
As  the  interest  in  these  meetings  increased  regular  services  were  held 
in  the  court  house.  October  15,  1795,  the  Baptist  residents  organized 
"The  First  Particular  Baptist  Church  in  the  Village  of  Troy. "  Jan- 
uary .'50,  1796,  Jacob  I  J.  Vanderheyden  sold  to  the  society,  for  five 
shillings,  a  lot  on  the  east  side  of  Third  street,  between  Congress  and 
vState  streets,  for  a  meeting  house  and  burial  ground.  The  first  regu- 
lar pastor  was  Rev.  Isaac  Webb,  who  was  chosen  in  1803.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year,  on  January  10,  Adam  Keeling,  E.dward  Tylee,  Silas 
Covell,  Lbcncv.cr  [ones  and  Noble  S.  fohnson  were  elected  trustees. 
In  the  same  year  the  church  was  added  to  the  Shaftsbury  Baptist  asso- 
ciation. In  L 805  the  first  church  edifice,  a  small  frame  building,  was 
erected. 

(Jp  to  the  year  1790  letters  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Troy  were 
delivered  at  the  Lansing'burgh  post-office,  which  had  been  established 
four  years  before.  In  1790  Troy  became  a  government  post  village  by 
order  of  the  postmaster-general  and  Nathan  Williams  was  appointed 
the  first  postmaster.  Mr.  Williams,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  a 
student  in  the  law  office  of  lion.  John  Woodworth,  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Utica  where  he  became  a  Supreme  Court  Circuit  Judge. 

'fhe  free  Masons  in  Troy,  becoming  desirous  of  organizing  a  lodge, 
forwarded  to  the  (band  Lodge  a  petition  tor  a  warrant  in  179(1.  June 
19  of  that  year  the  Grand  Lodge  granted  the  charter  prayed  for,  there- 
by constituting  Apollo  Lodge,  No.  Li,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  A 
room  in  Moulton's  Coffee  House  was  rented  for  quarters  and  Decem- 
ber 1.2,  the  incorporators  having  elected  subordinate  officers  one  week- 
previous,  the  new  officers  were  installed.  'fhe  charter  officers  were : 
Worth)'  Master,  John  Bird;  Senior  Warden,  John  Woodworth;  Junior 
Warden,  Samuel  Miner.  The  installing  officer  was  James  Dole,  master 
of  Hiram  Lodge  of  Lansingburgh,  and  his  staff.  The  first  regular 
communication  was  held  Tuesday,  December  13,  and  the  by-laws  were 
adopted  Tuesday,  January  ii,  1797. 

Jacob  I).  Vanderheyden,  who  al  first  had  objected  in  most  positive 
terms  to  the  encroachment  ol  trade  upon  his  big  farm,  who  had  refused 
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to  sell  at  any  price  so  much  as  a  single  square  foot  of  his  land  to  persons 
desiring  to  build  stores,  manufacturing  establishments  or  anything 
savoring  of  business,  and  who  had  even  refused  repeated  oilers  to  pur- 
chase lots  of  his  land  for  residential  purposes,  had  now  become  one  of 
the  most  public  spirited  men  in  all  Troy.  He  had  practically  given  the 
land  on  which  the  court  house  was  erected,  as  described  in  the  history 
of  the  county  ;  he  had  sold  for  a  nominal  sum,  a  few  shillings,  the  laud  on 
which  the  Presbyterian  and  the  Baptist  meeting  houses  stood,  and  he 
had  performed  various  other  acts  which  had  entitled  him  to  the  highest 
respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens.  In  pursuance  ol  his  benefi- 
cent policy,  May  10,  1790,  for  five  shillings,  lie  deeded  to  the  trustees 
of  the  village,  "for  the  advancement  of  the  interests  and  convenience 
of  the  inhabitants,"  three  lots,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Congress 
street,  on  the  east  by  Second  street  and  on  the  west  by  an  alley  twenty 
feet  wide,  "for  the  use  of  a  public  square,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  public  school  house  or  academy,"  it  the  inhabitants  decided 
that  such  a  step  were  proper.  lie  also  conveyed  to  the  trustees  by  the 
same  deed  the  lot  on  the  southwest  corner  of  River  and  Elbow  streets, 
for  use  as  a  public  ship  yard ;  also  land  for  two  burial  grounds — the 
first  bounded  on  the  north  by  State  street,  on  the  west  by  Third  street, 
on  the  east  by  an  alley  and  an  the  south  by  lot  231  ;  the  second  aparcel 
of  land  '.'50  feet  long  and  130  feet  wide,  located  on  the  northwest  Cor- 
ner of  Seventh  and  State  streets.  To  this  day  all  these  properties  are 
owned  and  occupied  by  public  or  quasi-public  buildings. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1797  Daniel  Curtis,  jr.,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Luther  Pratt  &  Co.,  having  moved  his  printing  plant  from 
I  .ansingburgh  to  Troy,  began  the  printing  of  the  weekly  newspaper, 
the  Farmers'  Oracle,  in  the  city.  December  S,  1797,  the  store  of  Asa 
Anthony,  on  the  northwest  corner  of  River  and  State  streets,  and  that 
of  P.  &  13.  Heartt,  north  of.it,  were  consumed  by  fire.  The  inhabitants 
of  Troy  by  this  time  had  awakened  to  the  necessity  of  providing  some 
adequate  means  of  protection  against  fire,  and  after  the  burning  of  these 
two  stores  it  was  decided  to  form  a  lire  company  and  purchase  a  hand 
engine.  A  number  of  well  known  gentlemen  of  Troy  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  purchase  a  suitable  engine  and  went  to  New  York  for 
that  purpose,  having  learned  that  a  second-hand  engine  had  been  of- 
fered for  sale  there.  The  apparatus  proving  satisfactory  to  the  then 
limited  needs  of  the  young  village,  it  was  purchased  and  shipped  to 
Troy  on  a  sloop.     It  was  of  a  peculiar  pattern  seldom  seen  in  these  days, 
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but  very  well  adapted  for  such  work  as  then  was  required  ofit.  It  had 
no  hose  attachment,  the  stream  leaving  the  engine  from  a  nozzle  at- 
tached to  a  box  above  the  trunk  of  the  apparatus.  It  was  capable  of 
throwing  an  inch  and  a  hall  stream  of  water  over  an  ordinary  two 
story  building. 

An  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  FebruaiylG,  1798,  granted  a  second 
or  amended  charter  to  the  village  of  Lansingburgh  and  reincorporated 
the  village  of  Troy.  That  pari  of  the  act  which  formed  the  charter  of 
Troy  read  as  follows: 

That  the  district  of  country  described  ma  certain  law  of  this  State  made  and 
passed  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  four 
as  the  village  of  Troy  lie  hereafter  known  and  distinguished  by  the  name  cl  the  vil- 
lage of  Troy;  and  that  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  who  may  from  time  to  lime 
reside  in  said  village,  shall  be  a  corporation  by  the  name  and  style  of  "The  Trustees 
of  the  Village  of  Troy,"  and  shall  have  the  same  rights,  privileges,  powers  and  im- 
munities as  by  this  act  are  given  to  the  corporation  of  the  village  of  Lansiugburgli ; 
subject  however  to  the  same  regulations,  restrictions,  orders  and  provisions. 

The  village  of  Lansingbnrgh,  for  many  years  the  leading  place  north 
of  Albany,  at  this  time  was  rapidly  becoming  of  secondary  importance 
as  compared  with  Troy.  The  cause  was  mainly  the  geographical  loca- 
tion of  the  two  places.  Troy  was  actually  at  the  headwaters  of  the  navi- 
gable H  udson,  large  vessels  being  able  to  anchor  directly  opposite  the 
business  portion  of  the  village  within  a  few  feet  of  the  east  bank  of  the 
river.  Lansingburgh,  on  the  other  hand,  had  been  founded  too  far  up 
the  river  to  reap  the  ftdl  commercial  advantages  of  a  location  on  this 
noble  stream.  Troy  was  rapidly  becoming  the  trade  center  of  a  popu- 
lous ami  prosperous  community.  The  number  of  manufactures  had  in- 
creased and  stores  were  established  at  an  amazing  rate.  One  newspaper 
had  found  it  to  its  advantage  to  remove  from  Lansingburgh  to  Troy. 
May  15,  1 7*J8,  the  Northern  budget,  having  removed  its  plant  from 
Lansingburgh,  where  it  had  been  established  nearly  a  year,  was  pub- 
lished lor  the  first  time  in  Troy  by  Robert  Moffit  &  Co.,  from  their  print- 
ing office,  at  the  sign  of  Franklin's  head,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river — 
then  Water  street — "four  doors  north  of  Pierce's  inn." 

October  9,  1.798,  the  office  of  the  county  clerk,  which  had  been  estab- 
lished in  Lansingburgh  upon  the  erection  of  Rensselaer  county,  was 
removed  to  Troy  and  the  records  were  kept  in  a  frame  building  on 
First  street  a  short  distance  north  of  Congress.  This  change  also 
brought  increased  business  to  Troy  and  made  it  more  than  ever  the 
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headquarters  for  trade  of  all  kinds.  Troy's  prosperity  from  this  time 
lienee  seemed  assured. 

In  November,  1  790,  a  writer  in  the  Northern  Budget  made  an  appeal 
to  the  citizens  of  Troy  for  the  establishment  of  a  public  library.  He 
stated  that  the  population  of  the  village  was  '2, 000  and  rapidly  increas- 
ing-. Soon  after  the  subscribers  to  a  petition  whic  h  had  been  circulated 
decided  that  public  opinion  would  warrant  the  formation  of  such  an 
institution  and  January  11,  L799,  they  met  at  the  tavern  of  Jeremiah 
Pierce  and  organized  the  Troy  Library  by  the  election  of  Benjamin 
Tibbitts,  Christopher  Mutton,  David  Buel  and  Jeremiah  Osborn  as 
trustees.  The  library  was  opened  in  the  fall  of  thai  year.  The  mem- 
bership was  limited  to  stockholders.  Ten  years  later,  March  :S1,  1809, 
Apollo  Lodge  No.  -19,  P.  iV  A.  M. ,  was  allowed  to  purchase  twenty- 
seven  shares  at  fifteen  dollars  each,  and  thereafter  the  three  senior  offi- 
cers of  the  lodge  were  annually  elected  trustees  of  the  library.  In  lan- 
uary,  18:55,  the  books  of  the  library  were  placed  in  the  library  of  the 
Troy  Young  Men's  Association.  Ten  years  later  the  stockholders  de- 
livered their  shares  to  the  association,  which  also  purchased  the  shares 
held  by  Apollo  Lodge. 

The  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century  marked  an  important  era 
in  the  history  of  Troy.  Up  to  the  year  1801  the  merchants  of  Troy, 
as  well  as  those  of  Lansingburgh  and  VVaterford,  had  been  compelled 
to  go  to  Albany  to  transact  their  banking  business.  The  trip  always 
consumed  half  a  day,  sometimes  a  longer  period.  As  the  business  of 
the  community  increased  it  necessitated  more  frequent  journeys  to  Al- 
bany, but  these  were  becoming  too  burdensome  for  the  wideawake 
merchants  ol  the  three  villages  to  bear  Several  consultations  were 
hold  by  the  leading  merchants  and  it  was  finally  decided  to  ask  the 
Legislature  to  grant  permission  for  the  organization  of  a  bank  with  a 
capital  of  not  mure  than  sjj>;}()0,000.  In  pursuance  of  this  request  the 
Fanners'  Bank  was  incorporated  by  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  March 
31,  1801,  the  charter  extending  to  the  first  Tuesday  in  March,  1.811.  The 
capital  stock  was  limited  to  $250,000  in  shares  of  $50  each,  exclusive  of 
any  money  which  might  be  subscribed  on  the  part  of  the  State.  The 
charter  provided  for  thirteen  directors,  two  of  whom  were  to  reside  in 
Waterford,  five  in  Lansingburgh  and  six  in  Troy.  The  first  directors, 
named  in  the  charter,  were  Samuel  Stewart,  (Inert  Van  Schoonhoven, 
John  1 ).  Dickinson,  James  flickock,  Charles  vSeldon,  William  Bradley, 
Elijah  Janes,  Benjamin  Tibbitts,  Ephraim  Morgan,  John  WoocKvorth, 
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Daniel  Merrill,  Townsend  McCoun  and  Christopher  flutton.  Il  was 
also  provided  that  "the  said  bank  shall  be  established  and  kept,  and 
the  buildings  necessary  for  the  accommodation  thereof  creeled,  and 
the  business  thereof  at  all  times  hereafter  transacted  at  such  place  in 
the  town  of  Troy  as  Hosea  Moffat,  Jonathan  Brown,  John  E.  Van 
Alen  and  James  McKown,  or  any  three  of  them  shall  designate  and 
point  out.,  which  location  when  made  shad  be  unalterable;  and  said 
place  shall  be  near  the  road  leading  from  Troy  to  Lansingburgh  and 
not  further  north  than  the  mill  creek,  nor  further  south  than  the  house 
of  Joshua  Raymond.  And  the  said  buildings  necessary  for  the  accom- 
modation of  said  bank  shall  be  erected  and  so  far  completed  as  to  ad- 
mit the  transaction  of  the  business  of  said  bank  by  the  first  day  of  De- 
cember next  after  the  passing  of  this  act." 

The  directors  of  the  bank  met  April  !),  and  elected  John  I).  Dickin- 
son president  and  flugh  Peebles  cashier.  June  20,  at  a  meeting  held 
at  Jacob's  tavern  in  Lansingburgh,  it  was  resolved  that  "in  case  the 
lot  for  the  temporal')-  place  of  the  establishment  of  the  bank  shad  fall 
to  the  village  of  Troy,  that  we  will  point  out  to  the  commissioners  the 
house  of  Joshua  Raymond  in  the  village  of  Troy  as  the  house  contem- 
plated in  the  act,  and  in  case  it  should  fall  to  the  village  of  Lansingburgh, 
we  will  immediately  cause  a  temporary  building  to  be  erected  on  the 
middle  ground  at  or  near  the  place  contemplated  by  the  commissioners 
for  transacting  the  business  until  the  Legislature  shall  have  decided  on 
the  petition  of  the  directors."  The  temporary  location  of  the  bank 
was  decided  by  lot,  the  choice  falling  to  Lansingburgh.  Jacob  D.Van 
dcrheyden  having  offered  to  the  bank  for  a  site  for  the  building  two 
lots  ill  what  was  then  known  as  M  iddlcbui'gh,  a  number  of  houses  at 
the  foot  of  Mount  Olympus,  the  land  was  accepted  ami  it  was  decided 
to  purchase  two  additional  lots  upon  which  to  erect  a  Lwo-story  brick 
building,  thirty  In'  forty  feet.  Work  was  begun  in  July  and  the  bank 
opened  for  business  December  1.  April  (>,  1.808,  the  Legislature  ex- 
tended the  charter  of  the  bank  to  the  first  Tuesday  in  March,  I  821,  and 
the.  directors  were  authorized  to  remove  the  bank  to  the  business  por- 
tion of  Troy  further  south.  November  la,  isos,  the  bank  removed  to 
its  new  building  on  the  second  lot  south  ol  the  southwest  corner  of 
State  and  First  streets.  This  structure  was  burned  in  the  great  lire  of 
1820  and  business  was  continued  in  the  building  on  the  northeast  cor- 
ner of  .State  and  birst  streets.  In  1830  it  built  a  new  banking  house 
on  the  next  lot  north,  which  it  occupied  until  February  27,  L 805,  when 
it  ceased  to  exist. 
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By  act  of  the  Legislature  April  2,  1801,  the  boundaries  of  the  village 
of  Tvo)'  were  described  as  follows: 

Beginning  on  the  north  side  of  ;i  certain  creek  called  Poesten  creel;,  where  there 
was  formerly  a  saw  mill,  fifty-eight  chains  from  Hudson's  river,  and  runs  from  thence 
down  along  the  said  creek  to  the  said  river,  thence  up  along  the  said  river  to  a  small 
creek  called  the  Meadow  creek,  thence  along  the  said  creek  into  the  woods,  south 
seventy  degrees  easterly,  forty  chains,  thence  south  twenty  three  degrees  and  thirty 
minutes  westerly,  along  the  west  side  of  the  land  of  the  late  Albert  Bradt,  one  hun- 
dred and  six  chains,  to  the  place  of  beginning  (the  above  courses  to  be  run  as  the 
magnetic  needle  pointed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty). 

By  the  general  law  dividing  all  the  counties  of  the  State  into  towns, 
passed  April  7,  I. sol,  the  bounds  of  the  town  of  Troy  were  described  as 
follows : 

Southerly  by  Greenbush,  easterly  by  Petersburgh,  northerly  by  the  north  bounds 
of  the  manor  of  Reusselaerwyek,  and  westerly  by  the  county  of  Albany,  including 
such  of  the  islands  in  Hudson's  river  as  are  neatest  the  east  side  thereof. 

April  :l,  1802,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  construc- 
tion of  a  turnpike  from  a  point  opposite  the  village  of  Troy  to  Sche- 
nectady. This  step  was  taken  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  a  large 
number  of  the  merchants  of  Troy,  who  wished  to  attract  the  trade  of 
the  farmers  residing  on  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson.  The  capital 
stock  of  the  chartered  company  was  placet!  at  $17,500  and  the  first 
officers  were:  President,  Lphraim  Morgan;  directors,  George  Tibbits, 
Abraham  Oothoudt,  Derick  Lane,  Abraham  Ten  Lyck,  Albert  Pawling, 
John  bird,  Silas  Covell  and  Daniel  Merritt.  All  were  residents  of 
Troy  excepting  Abraham  Oothoudt,  who  resided  in  Schenectady.  The 
road  was  constructed  at  once  and  its  heavy  cost  was  amply  repaid  in  a 
lew  years  by  the  increased  trade  which  it  brought  to  Troy. 

Changes  in  the  boundary  of  the  village  had  been  made  several  times 
since  its  foundation,  having  been  deemed  necessary  by  the  constant  ex- 
pansion of  the  population.  March  ,'!,  L803,  the  north  boundary  along 
.Meadow  creek,  near  the  line  of  Hoosick  street,  was  made  coincident 
with  the  south  bounds  of  the  village  of  Lansingburgh,  near  the  Pis- 
cawen  kill,  which  (lowed  into  the  river  just  north  of  Mount  Olympus. 

About  the  year  1.803  the  residents  of  Troy  who  were  of  the  Episcopal 
persuasion  began  to  agitate  the  question  of  constructing  a  suitable 
house  of  worship,  none  having  been  built  up  to  that  time.  Several 
years  before  lay  readers  had  officiated  in  various  places  in  the  city  on 
occasions  frequently  long  apart.    As  a  rule  these  meetings  were  held 
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in  the  Presbyterian  meeting  house.  Rev.  David  Butler,  rector  of 
Christ  church  in  Reading,  Conn.,  was  among  those  who  conducted 
services  in  1803.  Learning  that  Trinity  church  in  New  York  city  had 
ottered  to  assist  the  Episcopalians  of  Troy  in  building  a  church  edifice, 
he  urged  the  members  of  the  little  'congregation  to  take  advantage  of 
the  offer,  to  become  an  incorporated  body  and  undertake  the  erection 
of  a  house  of  worship.  In  accordance  with  his  advice  the  male  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation  met  in  the  court-house  fanuary  1(1,  1804,  and 
decided  to  become  incorporated  as  a  permanent  body  to  be  known  as 
"The  Trustees  of  St.  Paul's  Church  in  Troy."  They  then  elected  as 
church  wardens  Eliakim  Warren  and  Jeremiah  Pierce,  and  as  vestry- 
men Nicholas  Schuyler,  David  Buel,  Lemuel  Hawley,  Thomas  Davis, 
Thomas  [-lillhouse,  John  Bird,  William  S.  Parker  and  Hugh  Peebles. 
March  '20  the  society  purchased  for  $425  the  eastern  halves  of  lots  IS:; 
and  184,  a  plot  one  hundred  by  sixty-five  feet,  on  the  northwest  corner 
of  Third  and  Congress  streets.  The  building  committee,  David  Buel, 
Thomas  Davis  and  Nicholas  Schuyler,  were  placed  in  charge  of  the 
work.  The  frame  was  filled  in  with  brick,  one  thick.  Rev.  David 
Butler,  the  first  rector,  laid  the  corner  stone  July  "i,  180)5,  and  the  edi- 
fice was  completed  early  in  the  summer  of  1805.  Two  thousand  dol- 
lars of  the  expense  of  construction  was  paid  by  Trinity  church  of  New 
York.  The  organ,  which  was  made  in  England  and  for  man}'  years 
had  been  used  in  the  old  French  church  in  Nassau  street,  New  York, 
was  the  only  instrument  of  its  kind  in  Troy  for  more  than  twenty 
years.  Rev.  David  Butler  was  installed  rector  of  St.  Paul's  parish 
January  8,  1800,  and  on  the  following  day  assumed  the  same  formal 
iv Union  to  Trinitv  parish  ol  Lansingburgh.  The  church  was  conse- 
crated August  2  1  I.))'  Pishop  Pcn  jaiuiu  Moore.  The  first  three  commu- 
nicants, upon  the  organization  ot  the  church  in  180-1,  were  Eliakim 
Warren,  his  wife,  Phebe  Warren,  and  Lemuel  flawley. 

The  (Juakers  or  Friends  were  the  next  sect  to  establish  regular  re- 
ligious services  in  Troy.  In  accordance  with  permission  extended  by 
the  Easton  Monthly  Meetings  the  few  Friends  in  Troy  held  their  fir-st 
service  in  the  village — a  preparatory  meeting— May  :><),  1804.  Over 
three  years  later,  October  20,  1807,  Abraham  .Staples  and  Edward 
Southwick,  inlluential  members  of  the  local  congregation,  purchased  of 
Jacob  and  Daniel  Merritt  an  unfinished  house  on  the  southwest  corner 
of  State  and  Fourth  street,  which  had  been  temporarily  rented  by  the 
society  a  year  before.     Sixteen  years  later  the  society  built  thcschool 
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house  west  of  the  meeting"  house.  April  19,  1830,  the  society  increased 
its  temporal  possessions  by  the  purchase  of  the  lot  south  of  the  building 
originally  purchased.  In  LS74  the  property  was  purchased  by  the  First 
Unitarian  church  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  the  old  Friends'  meeting 
house  was  razed  to  the  ground. 

As  the  population  of  Troy  increased  the  problem  of  an  adecpiate 
water  supply  became  an  important  one.  Early  in  the  century  most  of 
the  inhabitants  were  supplied  bv  a  small  stream  running  along  Spring 
.avenue,  then  known  as  the  Hollow  road.  The  spring  supplying  it  was 
on  the  farm  of  Stephen  f.  Schuyler.  November  15,  1800,  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer  conveyed  to  Dr.  Israel  (.'lark  of  West  Windsor,  X.  [.,  the 
right  to  use  and  control  the  water,  which  was  then  retained  in  a  small 
reservoir.  For  several  years  Dr.  Clark  collected  the  rents  for  the  use 
of  the  water.  From  tune  to  time  the  waterworks  were  improved  ac- 
cording to  the  needs  ol  the  growing  village.  funelO,  ISJ^,  Abraham 
Ten  Eyck,  Derick  Lane,  Piatt  Titus,  Nathan  Warren  and  Daniel  Mer- 
ritt,  trustees  of  the  Earthen  Conduit  company  of  Troy,  were  given  a 
franchise  by  the  village  authorities  allowing  them  to  pipe  the  streets  to 
furnish  a  better  supply  to  consumers.  Two  years  later  another  com- 
pany was  incorporated  ami  granted  the  privilege  of  substituting  iron 
pipes  for  the  conduits  then  in  use.  The  trustees  of  the  new  company 
were  Daniel  iMcrritt,  Richard  P.  Hart,  Nathan  Warren,  Townsend 
McCoun  and  Derick  Y.  Vanderheyden.  This  company  laid  the  founda- 
tion for  the  present  splendid  system  of  waterworks  in  the  city  of  Troy. 

For  the  facilitation  of  the  government  of  the  village  the  Legislature 
passed  a  law  April  -1,  1800,  dividing  it  into  four  wards.  The  first  ward 
was  described  as  that  pari  oi  the  village  lying  sotuh  of  a  line  drawn 
through  the  middle  ol  Ferry  street;  the  second  as  that  pail  between 
the  first  ward  and  the  line  drawn  through  the  middle  of  State  street; 
the  third  as  that  part  between  the  second  ward  ami  a  line  drawn 
through  the  middle  of  Elbow  (Fulton)  street;  and  the  fourth  as  all  that 
part  north  of  the  third  ward.  Up  to  this  lime  the 'president  of  the  vil- 
lage had  been  elected  by  the  board  of  trustees  from  among  their  num- 
ber. Under  the  new  law  that  official  was  to  be  appointed  annually  by 
the  governor,  with  the  consent  of  the  Council  of  Appointment,  and 
was  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  village 

In  L797  the  members  of  the  Methodist  society  in  Troy,  which  hail 
begun  to  hold  meetings  lour  years  previous,  numbered  thirteen.  In 
1790  the  class  had  been  placed  under  the  pastoral   care  of  a  traveling 


v 


TROY  A.S  A  VILLAGE, 


241 


preacher  on  the  Cambridge  circuit.  In  1800  it  became  a  part  of  the 
Pittsfield  and  Whitingham  circuit  of  the  New  England  conference. 
The  class  then  had  increased  to  thirty  members  ami  was  under  the 
leadership  of  William  Cleveland.  Rev.  Michael  Coates  was  in  pastoral 
charge.  The  class  grew  steadily  and  in  1808  it  was  decided  to  organize 
an  incorporated  society  according  to  the  laws  of  the  State.  November 
;.",)  of  that  year  the  members  of  the  class  met  at  the  residence  of  Sam- 
uel Scoby  and  organized  by  electing  David  Canfield,  Eliphalet  King 
and  Samuel  Scoby  trustees  of  "the  Methodist  Episcopal  chinch  of  the 
Village  of  Troy."  The  next  step  of  the  society  was  to  purchase  of 
]acob  1).  Vanderhe vden  on  Christmas  day  of  that  year  two  lots  on  the 
east  side  of  the  alley  running  between  Fourth  and  Fifth  streets  and 
north  of  State  street.  For  this  property  the  society  paid  §500.  Early 
in  ISO!)  subscriptions  to  a  fund  for  the  erection  of  a  church  were  taken 
and  the  edifice,  a  plain,  two-story  frame  building,  still  unfinished  and 
unfurnished,  was  used  the  first  time  for  worship  in  I  si  J.  A  few 
months  before,  m  181.0,  Troy  had  been  made  a  station  by  the  New 
York  conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  Rev.  William 
Phoebus  had  been  made  pastor  of  the  new  church. 

We  have  said,  in  the  chapter  upon  the  militia  ol  the  count)',  that  the 
status  of  the  early  regular  militia  is  vague  and  indefinite.  This  is  so, 
but  it  is  known  that  Troy  had  an  independent  military  company  even 
before  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century.  As  early  as  1  ?'.)(; 
Thomas  Davis  was  captain  of  the  Troy  Grenadiers,  the  first  military 
company  in  the  village,  which  ceased  to  exist  about  L804.  In  180i) 
the  Troy  Pusileers  were  organized,  with  Nathaniel  Adams  as  captain, 
Amos  Salisbury  as  lieutenant  and  Oliver  Lyon  as  ensign.  The  Trojan 
Croons  wore  organized  in  ISOli  with  Thomas  Davis  as  captain,  William 
S  Parker  as  lieutenant  and  Stephen  Warren  as  ensign.  The  Troy  ln- 
vincibles  were  organized  in  1808  with  Hazard  Kimberly  as  captain. 

Ten  years  after  the  incorporation  of  the  first  bank  in  Troy,  the  Farm- 
ers' Hank,  that  institution  evidently  had  become  inadequate,  to  the  needs 
of  the  business  men  of  the  thriving  community,  for  March  22,  1811, 
the  Bank  of  Troy  was  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $500,000,  divided  into  shares  of  $25  each,  exclusive  of  the 
amount  taken  by  the  State,  which  was  limited  to  |i50,000.  The  charter 
provided  that  the  bank  was  to  be  under  the  management  of  seventeen 
directors,  of  whom  three  were  chosen  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
Appointment.    One  of  these  was  to  reside  in  Troy,  one  in  Lansing- 
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burgh  and  one  in  Waterford.  The  remaining  fourteen  directors,  six 
of  whom  were  to  reside  in  Troy,  four  in  Lansingburgh  and  four  in 
Waterford,  were  to  be  elected  by  the  stockholders  of  the  hank.  The 
charter  permitted  the  directors  to  establish  a  branch  hank  in  Water- 
ford, for  deposit  and  discounting  paper.  April  '.>,  1813,  the  charter 
was  amended  by  allowing  the  directors  from  Lansingburgh  to  reside- 
in  either  Rensselaer  or  Saratoga  counties.  By  a  still  later  amendment, 
passed  February  4 ,  1 814,  the  Waterford  directors  were  privileged  to 
reside  anywhere  in  the  State.  The  right  to  establish  a  branch  bank  in 
Waterford  was  taken  from  the  directors  April  22,  IS20.  The  bank  con- 
tinued in  operation  until  February  27,  1805,  when  its  corporate  exist- 
ence ceased.  The  bank  building  was  located  on  the  northwest  corner 
of  First  and  State  streets,  and  its  first  directors  were  Albert  Pawling, 
Benjamin  Smith,  Joseph  I).  Selden,  Ebenezer  Jones,  Esaias  Warren, 
Richard  P.  Hart,  Jacob  Merritt,  Thomas  Trenor,  Alanson  Douglas, 
Jonathan  Burr,  John  Stewart,  Roger  Skinner,  John  Cramer,  John  T. 
Close,  Moses  Scott,  Richard  Davis,  jr.,  and  John  House. 

Thu  lirst  attempt  to  popularize  passenger  traffic  by  water  between 
Troy  and  Albany  was  made  in  lsio,  when  a  boat  named  the  Trial  be- 
gan making  regular  trips  betw  een  the  two  places.  She  was  propelled 
by  machinery,  but  whether  steam  was  the  motive  power  or  not  does 
not  appear.  Two  years  later,  in  the  fall  of  1812,  the  Fire  Fly,  a  1  18-ton 
steamboat,  began  making  two  trips  a  day  between  the  two  places, 
leaving  Troy  at  seven  a.  m.  and  one  r.  with  extra  trips  three  days 
in  the  week  for  the  accommodation  of  passengers  patronizing  the  boats 
plying  between  Albany  and  New  York.  The  Fire  Fly  was  undoubtedly 
the  in  si  steamboat  that  made  i  egular  I  l  ips  between  Troy  and  elsewhere. 

Up  to  June  8,  1812,  the  official  records  of  Rensselaer  county  were 
kept,  first  in  Lansingburgh,  until  October  !•,  l?98,  and  thereafter  in  a 
building  on  First  street,  Troy,  a  few  doors  north  of  Congress.  In  1NI2 
the  Legislature  authorized  the  board  of  supervisors  to  raise  by  tax  the 
sum  of  $1,500  for  the  erection  of  a  fireproof  office  for  the  use  of  the 
county  clerk.  Soon  afterward  a  two  story  brick  building  was  con- 
structed cm  the  southeast  corner  of  Congress  and  Second  streets.  It 
was  used  thereafter  by  the  clerks  of  the  county  until  the  building  was 
demolished  to  make  way  for  the  court  house  which  in  turn  was  razed 
to  the  ground  in  1895. 

In  1812  a  statistical  writer  said  that  there  were  in  Troy  540  dwelling 
houses  and  120  stores,  beside  a  large  number  of  shops.    Me  continued: 
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"  Few,  if  any,  of  the  towns  on  the  Hudson  enjoy  greater  facilities  for 
manufactures  than  Troy.  There  are  a  rolling  and  slitting  mill,  an  ex- 
tensive cotton  and  woolen  factor)',  a  paper  mill,  carding  machine,  full- 
ing mill  a  manufactory  of  fire-arms,  and  one  also  of  shovels  and  spades, 
besides  several  nail  works,  a  distillery,  and  several  grain  and  saw  mills. " 

The  part  which  the  inhabitants  of  Troy  played  in  the  War  of  1812 
was  one  to  which  the  present  generation  may  revert  with  feelings  of 
pride.  No  less  important  was  it,  considering  the  comparative  magni- 
tude of  the  two  struggles,  than  the  part  which  they  took  in  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion.  The  Greenbush  barracks  were  the  headeptarters  for  the 
troops  of  the  Department  of  the  North,  and  Troy,  only  six  miles  away, 
was  fired  with  patriotism.  In  September,  1  S  I  the  militia  of  Rensse- 
laer and  Columbia  counties  rendezvoused  abou l  a  mile  from  the  village, 
the  two  Troy  companies,  the  Troy  Envincibles  and  the  Troy  Fusileers, 
going  into  active  service  at  the  same  time-.  At  this  time  the  [nvincibles 
were  commanded  by  Captain  Benjamin  Higbie  and  the  Fusileers  by 
Captain  Oliver  Lyon.  September  It),  in  obedience  to  orders  from 
Governor  Tompkins,  Commander-in-ehiel  of  the  Slate  militia,  both 
companies  began  their  march  to  Plattsbtirgh.  Before  leaving  they 
were  joined  by  a  company  of  volunteer  riflemen  from  Watervliet  and  a 
company  of  cavalry  made  up  in  Saratoga  count)'.  At  Lansingbnrgh  a 
fourth  company  entered  tire  little  arm)',  a  company  of  artillery  under 
Captain  King.  They  were  accompanied  as  far  as  Waterford  by  Gover- 
nor Tompkins  in  person  and  were  escorted  to  that  village  by  the  Trojan 
Greens,  in  command  of  Lieutenant  hole.  After  reaching  Plattsburgh 
the  two  Troy  companies  w  ere  ordered  to  S t .  Regis,  w  hich  was  occupied 
by  a  i  ci  pnnoittM"ing  force  oi  the  British  regulars.  1  Lu  c- the)-  surprised 
the  British,  killing  four,  mortally  wounding  one  and  t; iking  forty 
prisoners  wi.lh  iwo  battcaux  and  thirty-eight  stand  of  arms.  Finding 
nothing  further  to  accomplish  in  that  vicinity  the  victorious  companies, 
Hushed  with  their  first  victory,  returned  to  Troy  in  December.  Janu- 
ary f>,  1813,  the  colors  which  they  had  captured  weie  formally  presented 
to  the  State  at  Albany. 

In  February,  18R3,  John  L.  Wool  of  Troy,  whoa  year  before  had 
been  appointed  a  captain  in  the  Thirteenth  Regiment  of  the  United 
States  Infantry,  opened  a  recruiting  office  in  the  village,  and  in  response 
to  his  appeals  large  numbers  ol  men  from  Rensselaer  county  and  vicin- 
ity entered  the  service  of  their  country  and  were  sent  to  the  front, 
where  they  served  with  honor 
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The  popular  term  ''  Uncle  Sam,"  as  applied  to  the  United  States 
government,  originated  in  Troy  and  Greenbush  during  the  war  of 
1812-14.  filbert  Anderson,  jr.,  one  of  the  contractors  supplying  the 
Army  of  the  North  with  provisions,  in  October,  181.2,  advertised  for 
proposals  for  pork  and  beef  to  be  delivered  to  him  during  the  first  four 
months  of  the  following  year  in  New  York,  Troy,  Albany  and  Water- 
ford.  Among  those  who  contracted" to  furnish  him  with  beef,  packed 
in  barrels,  were  Fbenezer  and  Samuel  Wilson,  the  latter  familiarly 
called  by  Trojans  "Uncle  Sam."  As  the  beef  was  delivered  at 
Greenbush  barracks  from  time  to  time,  the  Tiny  soldiers  re- 
ferred to  it  as  "Uncle  Sam's"  beef.  The  other  soldiers,  not  know- 
ing who  "  Uncle  Sam  "  was,  thought  that  the  term  was  applied  to 
the  letters  U.  S.  stamped  upon  the  barrels  by  the  government  officials. 
Consequently  it  was  not  long  before  the  term  "  Uncle  Sam,"  meaning 
the  United  States,  was  in  common  use. 

The  city  of  New  York  being  threatened  by  the  British  troops  in  the 
summer  of  1814,  the  Trojan  Greens,  in  command  of  Captain  Sidney 
hole,  volunteered  their  services  for  the  defense  of  that  city  and  were 
sent  there  in  August  with  troops  from  Albany.  In  the  following 
month  the  1  n  vincibics  and  Fusi leers  followed  the  example  of  the  Trojan 
Greens  and  were  sent  to  New  York.  Though  the}'  were  not  called  into 
active  service,  their  gallantry  was  such  that  when  they  returned,  late 
in  November,  the}'  brought  with  them  high  official  commendation. 
Soon  after  their  return,  on  December  3,  L814,  the  people  of  Troy  gave 
an  enthusiastic  reception  to  Commodore  Thomas  MacDonough,  the 
hero  of  Lake  Champlain,  who,  in  command  of  the  American  flotilla  in 
I  host1  waters,  had  achieved  a  complete  and  glorious  victorv  oviM"  the 
British.  Upon  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  the  news  of 
which  was  received  in  Troy  February  21,  1815,  there  was  general  and 
great  rejoicing.  Among  the  features  of  the  joyous  occasion  was  a 
great  procession  which  marched  to  the  Presbyterian  meeting  house, 
where  the  ministers  ol  the  different  churches  conducted  suitable  serv- 
ices of  thanksgiving.  On  the  evening  of  that  day  the  whole  village 
was  illuminated,  fireworks  in  profusion  were  burned  and  the  roar  of 
cannon  was  almost  incessant  for  four  hours  or  more. 

The  necessity  of  an  additional  burying  ground  becoming. apparent  in 
1813,  on  August  25  a  meeting  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  was  held  at 
Seymour's  Inn  for  the  consideration  of  the  question.  The  trustees 
were  authorized  to  raise  by  tax  the  sum  of  $1,250  to  purchase  bind  for 
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thatpurpose,  and  that  body  appointed  Timothy  Hvitton,  Hugh  Peebles 
and  Esaias  Warren  to  select  a  site.  The  land  for  the  new  cemetery 
was  donated  to  the  village  by  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  a  lot  contain- 
ing about  three  and  three-fourths  acres,  situated  on  the  east  slope  of 
.Mount  Ida,  west  of  the  Poesten  kill — the  deed  conveying  it  to  the  vil- 
lage being  dated  [anuary  20,  181/J. 

The  panic  of  181  I  was  felt  in  Troy  as  elsewhere  throughout  the  coun- 
try. Money  was  scarce  everywhere.  1  n  response  to  resolutions  ad  opted 
by  influential  inhabitants  the  Farmers'  bank  and  the  Hank  of  Troy  sus- 
pended specie  payment,  following  the  example  of  man)'  other  banks 
which  took  a  similar  step  for  self-protection.  On  account  o!  the  scar- 
city of  small  coin  the  firm  of  Parker  &  liliss,  in  pursuance  of  permission 
granted  by  the  village  trustees,  on  September  10  issued  §1,000  worth 
of  small  notes  from  twelve  and  a  half  cents  in  value  down,  and  this 
measure  ■  relieved  to  a  large  extent  the  stringency  in  the  "change" 
market  anion-  local  merchants. 

Despite  the  hard  times  in  all  sections  of  the  country  at  this  period 
Troy  continued  to  prosper  greatly.  The  population  in  IS15  was 4,^54, 
2,000  greater  than  it  was  ten  years  before.  Mills  and  factories  had 
sprung  tip  on  all  sides,  new  stores  had  been  established  and  trade  came 
In  Troy  from  a  territory  having  a  radius  of  main-  miles.  Feeling  that 
the  future  of  the  place  was  secure  and  believing  that  Troy's  prosperity 
would  be  greater  under  a  better  system  of  government  the  inhabitants 
concluded  to  petition  foi  a  city  charter,  which  the)  did,  the  Legislature 
granting  their  appeal.  The  village  hoard  of  trustees  met  for  the  last 
time  as  a  body  at  Titus's  Inn  May!),  I8HJ,  and  a  new  era  for  Troy  was 
opened. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

TROY  AS  A  CITY. 

The  original  charter  of  the  city  of  Troy  was  enacted  April  L2,  I S 1  (>. 
It  contained  no  unusual  features!  It  constituted  the  inhabitants  of  the 
place  a  corporate  bod)'  under  the  name  oi  "The  Mayor,  Recorder, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Troy."  The  charter  divided 
the  city  into  six  wards.  The  first,  second,  third  and  fourth  were  iden- 
tical with  those  of  the  village  as  established  by  the  law  of  April  I,  ism;. 
The  fifth  ward  comprised  that  section  lying  north  of  a  line  beginning 
at  the  bridge  spanning  the  Poesten  kill,  near  the  grist  mill  of  Townsend 
McCoun,  and  crossing  the  bridge  and  running  along  the  south  line  of 
the  Hollow  Road  until  it  intersected  the  Schuyler  Road,  where  it 
turned  south  and  ran  to  the  south  limits  of  the  new  city.  The  sixth 
ward  included  all  the  rest  of  the  city  which  was  not  embraced  in  the 
other  wards.  The  limits  of  the  city  were  made  identical  in  all  re- 
spects with  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Troy  as  it  existed  at  the  time 
of  the  passage  of  the  charter.  The  city  officers  provided  for,  by 
election  and  appointment,  were  a  mayor,  a  recorder,  a  clerk,  a  marshal, 
a  chamberlain,  six  aldermen,  lour  assistant  aldermen,  six  assessors, 
one  or  more  collectors  and  six  constables.  The  governor,  with  the 
consent  oi  the  Council  ol  Appointment,  had  the  power  to  appoint  the 
in  ay  or,  the  recorder  and  the  marshal;  the  rest  of  the  officers  to  he 
elected  annually  by  the  people  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  May  in  each 
year.  Each  ward  was  entitled  to  one  alderman,  one  assistant  alderman, 
one  assessor  and  one  constable,  except  the  filth  and  six  wards,  which 
had  no  assistant  aldermen.  The  common  council  was  composed  of  the 
mayor,  the  recorder,  the  six  aldermen  and  the  four  assistant  aldermen 
and  the  time  and  pi, ice  of  its  meetings  were  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
mayor,  or  in  his  absence  the  recorder,  either  of  whom  might  preside. 
The  first  charter  election  was  held  Tuesday,  May  14,  LSI 0,  and  the  first 
meeting  of  the  common  council  was  held  in  the  court-house  the  week 
after,  May  21.  Col.  Allien  Pawling,  who  had  been  president  of  the 
village  and  held  that  office  at  the  time  the  change  in  the  form  of ''gov - 
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eminent  was  made,  was  elected  the  first  mayor  of  the  city;  William  L. 
Marcy  was  the  first  recorder;  the  first  aldermen  and  assistant  alder- 
men were —fu  st  ward,  George  Allen,  alderman,  Amos  Salisbury,  assist- 
ant; second  ward,  Hugh  Peebles,  alderman,  John  London,  assistant; 
third  ward,  Townsend  McCoun,  alderman,  Gurdon  Corning,  assistant; 
fourth  ward,  Stephen  Ross,  alderman,  Henry  Mallory,  assistant;  fifth 
ward,  Lemuel  Hawley,  alderman:  sixth  ward,  Philip  Hart,  jr.,  alder- 
man; the  first  chamberlain  was  David  Buel ;  the  first  city  surveyor 
was  William  McManus;  the  first  city  clerk  was  William  M.  Bliss;  the 
first  chief  engineer  of  the  city  lire  department  was  William  S.  Parker; 
all  of  whom  held  office  in  I S 1  f J  in  pursuance  of  the  privileges  accorded 
by  the  first  city  charter. 

The  first  Sunday  schools  organized  in  Troy  were  those  formed  by  the 
Troy  Sunday  School  association  in  the  summer  of  1810.  This  associa- 
tion was  organized  July  8  with  these  officers:  President,  Joseph  Rus- 
sell; vice-president,  Silas  Covcll;  treasurer,  John  Loudon;  secretary, 
David  Buel.  In  them  were  represented  the  Presbyterian,  Episcopal, 
Methodist  and  Baptist  denominations.  The  schools  were  undenomina- 
tional and  the  exercises  consisted  principally  of  singing,  prayers,  exhor- 
tation, reading,  spelling  and  primary  Bible  stud)',  that  is,  verses  of 
Scripture  were  committed  to  memory  in  concert. 

The  Troy  Lyceum  of  Natural  History  was  formed  November  !),  1818, 
by  the  election  of  these  officers:  President,  John  1).  Dickinson;  first 
vice-president,  James  Dalaby;  second  vice  president,  David  Buel;  re- 
cording secretary,  Obed  Lice;  corresponding  secretary,  Dr.  Amatus 
Robbins;  treasurer,  Albert  Pawling  Heartt;  curators,  Dr.  Moses  Hale, 
Dr,  Ira  M  Wells  and  Dr,  Amatus  Robbins.  It  was  the  first  societv  of 
its  kind  in  America  and  among  its  members  were  some  of  the  best 
known  scientists  and  authors  in  the  United  States.  The  society  was 
incorporated  two  years  after  its  organization,  March  7,  1S20. 

The  first  person  to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  pianos  in  New 
York  Stale  was  Joshua  Thurston,  who  came  from  London,  England, 
and  settled  in  Troy  in  1811).  llis  manufactory  was  a  great  novelty  and 
attracted  many  visitors  from  all  sections  of  the  State. 

In  July,  181!),  an  event  occurred  which  stirred  the  people  of  the  city 
of  Troy  to  widespread  expressions  of  great  indignation.  Colonel  Albert 
Pawling,  who  had  been  appointed  the  first  mayor  of  the  city,  was  a 
man  beloved  and  confided  in  by  all,  regardless  of  party.  lie  had  been 
one  of  the  greatest  benefactors  of  the  village  and  city  and  at  thotinie 
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of  his  appointment  there  was  no  opposition  to  him,  as  far  as  ran  he 
learned.  Suddenly,  and  without  warning  of  his  intention,  Governor 
DeWitt  Clinton  removed  him  from  office  and  appointed  in  his  place 
Thomas  Turner,  a  man  evidently  unpopular  and  possessed  of  few  quali- 
fications for  the  office.  The  removal  and  new  appointment  resulted  in 
a  spontaneous  outburst  of  indignation.  The  commission  of  Mr.  Tur- 
ner 1  reads  as  I  ol  lows  : 

The  People  of  the  Stale  of  New- York,  by  the  Grace  ol  GOD  Prce  ami  Independent: 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting:  Know  Ye,  That  WE,  reposing 
espeeial  trust  ami  confidence  in  the  ability  and  integrity 'of  Thomas  Turner  of  our 
City  of  Troy  Esquire,  Have  nominated,  constituted  and  appointed,  and  by  these 
Presents,  1  >o  nominate,  constitute  and  appoint  him  the  said  Thomas  Tuna-:'  Esquire 
MAYOR  of  our  said  City  of  Tiny  hereby  giving  and  granting  unto  him  the  said 
Thomas  Turner,  Ivsq.-,  all  and  singula':  the  powers  and  authorities  to  the  said  oflice 
l>\  law  belonging  or  appertaining.  TO  HAVE  ANH  Tit  HOLD  the  said  office  of 
Mayor  of  our  said  City  of  Troy  together  with  the  Ices,  profits  and  advantages  to  the 
same  belong! Ilg,  foi  and  during  the  term  of  ONE  year  from  1  he  dale  hereof. 

IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  We  have  caused  these  our  Letters  to  be  made 
Patent,  and  tin-  Great  Seal  of  our  said  Slate  to  be  hereunto  alli.-.ed  WIT- 
NESS car  trusty  ami  well-beloved  DE  WIT  T  CLINTON,  Esquire,  Gover- 
noi  of  our  said  Slate,  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  ol  all  the  Militia,  and 
Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same,  by  and  with  the  ad  vice  and  consent  of  said 
Council  of  Appointment,  at  our  City  of  Albany,  the  third  day  of  July  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundercd  and  nineteen  and  in  the  forty- 
third  year  of  our  Independence. 

1  >K  W  I  I  i    I'll  VI  on. 

Passed  the  Secretary's  Office,  the  12th  day  of  July,  1819. 

J .  V.  R.  Y  vi  t  s,  Seci  etarj . 

An  illustration  ol  the  popular  feeling  over  what  was  considered  by 
the  people  oi  Troy  as  an  unwarranted  abuse  of  power  on  the  part  ol 
Governor  Clinton  may  be  had  in  the  following  communication,  which 
appeared  in  the  Troy  Northern  Budget  fujy  I'.),  ISl'.t,  the  issue  next 
following  the  news  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Turner.  The  commu- 
nication was  signed  "A  Trojan." 

A  report  reached  this  city  in  the  early  part  of  last  week  that  Thomas  Turner  had 
been  appointed  Mayor  in  the  place  ol  Col.  Pawling,  but  ii  was  so  unwelcome  to  the 
great  body  of  citizens  that  they  were  unwilling  to  believe  it.  The  report  however 
proves  to  be  true.  What  has  this  city  done  to  merit  this  indignity?  If  the  feelings 
and  policy  of  the  Governor  would  not  permit  him  to  spare  an  old  soldier  of  the 
Revolution — the  companion  in  arms  and  ardent  friend  of  his  father  and  uncle — the 
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citizen  of  unblemished  reputation,  the  zealous  and  upright  magistrate — the  man  who 
with  propriety  may  be  called  one  of  the  fathers  of  our  city,  who  had  taken  care  of  its 
infancy  and  watched  with  parental  solicitude  over  its  rising  prosperity,  1  ask  it  the 
Governor  could  not  spare  such  a  man,  why  has  he  given  us  such  a  successor?  The 
insult  admits  of  no  palliation.  Mr.  Clinton  knew  the  standing  of  Turner:  because 
he  had  been  recently  and  reluctantly  compelled  to  recede  from  his  purpose  of  making 
him  Sheriff  of  this  county  by  the  indignant  voice  of  the  people.  I  le  also  knew  from 
the  expressed  opinion  of  the  most  respectable  men  of  all  parties  in  this  city,  that  the 
citizens  wished  the  continuance  of  the  old  Mayor. 

When  that  venerable  patriot  Gen.  Clinton,  in  his  declining  years,  expressed  with 
feeling  regret  bis  apprehension  of  the  evils  that  this  state  would  suiter  by  the  un- 
principled ambition  of  his  nephew,  lie  probably  had  some  indistinct  forebodings  of 
the  political  abuses  which  have  now  fallen  upon  us;  but  how  inexpressibly  poign- 
ant would  have  been  his  regret,  if  he  could  have  foreseen  the  very  transactions  on 
which  I  am  now  commenting. — A  young  man  Hew  to  the  standard  of  this  patriot  and 
participated  with  him  for  seven  years  the  dangers  and  sufferings  by  which  our 
liberties  were  achieved.  When  he  left  the  service  of  his  country,  he  carried  with 
him  the  love  and  affection  of  this  patriot  and  the  commendation  of  Washington. 
No  act  of  his  after  life,  disgraced  this  auspicious  beginning.  Having  been  a  pupil 
in  the  school  of  the  revolution  his  political  sentiments  emanated  from  the  purest  prin- 
ciples oi  republicanism, — Amidst  all  the  changes  and  vicissitudes  which  this  State 
has  undergone,  he  has  not  erred  in  his  political  faith.  In  his  old  age  he  would  not 
belie  those  principles  which  he  loved  ill  his  youth,  and  practised  in  his  manhood, — 
of  course  he  could  not  be  a  favorite  of  present  administration.  Those  very  virtues 
which  won  the  respect  and  esteem  of  General  James  Clinton  and  George  Clinton, 
have  drawn  down  upon  the  gray  head  of  Col.  Pawling  the  displeasure  of  Hewitt 
Clinton.  The  merit  of  this  act  belongs  exclusively  to  the  Governor,  and  his  comfort 
arising  from  reflections  on  it,  will  excite  no  man's  envy.  [  shall  notattempl  to  do 
justice  to  public  feeling  on  this  occasion  among  our  citizens,  nor  comment  upon 
other  acts  of  the  present  administration,  which  evinces  its  baseness.  Let  them  hunt 
down  and  proscribe  political  virtue  as  much  as  they  please,  they  never  can  make  the 
people  insensible  to  a  wani  oi  it  in  themselves.  The  hoary  headed  patriot  mav  feel 
then  rage,  but  they  cannot  reach  his  reputation.  Kverv  such  victim  will  make  a 
martyr.  Though  a  man  more  entitled  to  respect  than  the  late  Mayor  of  this  city  has 
not  encountered  executive  ire,  nor  fewer  qualifications  to  redeem  the  misdeed,  could 
be  found  in  any  successor,  we  have  this  consolation  that  other  parts  of  the  stale  are 
suffering  evils  similar  in  kind  if  not  equal  in  degree  with  ourselves;  and  from  this 
common  suffei ing  may  and  will  arise  a  sense  of  the  necessity  of  a  remedy;  and  if 
the  people  of  this  State  are  not  tamer  than  the  slaves  or  despotism  in  a  lew  months, 
this  intolerable  reign,  in  which  talents  are  proscribed  and  virtue  is  a  victim,  will  have 
passed  away  forever. 

In  response  to  an  overwhelming  popular  demand  Mr.  Turner  refused 
to  serve  in  the  office  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  and  Mayor 
Pawling  continued  to  act  until  February,   1820,  when  Esaias  Warren 
was  named  as  Ids  successor. 
•it 
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The  Rensselaer  County  Agricultural  society  was  organized  June  ;>, 
1810,  and  the  first  fair  under  its  auspices  was  held  October  12  and 
1 ',)  of  the  same  year  on  the  Common  south  of  Hoosick  street. 

The  first  disastrous  fire  which  visited  the  city  of  Tn>y  started  on  the 
afternoon  of  June  '20,  1820,  in  a  stable  in  the  rear  of  the  residence  o! 
Colonel  Davis,  on  the  west  side  of  First  street  north  of  Congress.  A 
high  wind  from  the  south  prevailed  at  the  time  arid  within  a  few  hours 
ninety  buildings  had  been  reduced  to  ashes.  Of  these  sixty-nine  were 
stores  and  dwelling  houses.  The  burned  property  included  all  the  build- 
ings on  the  west  side  of  First  street  north  of  and  including  the  home  of 
Colonel  Davis,  to  the  intersection  of  First  and  River  streets,  excepting 
the  building  occupied  by  the  Bank  of  Troy;  those  on  the  east  side  of 
River  street  north  of  and  including  the  store  of  11.  &  G:  Vail,  to  the  in- 
tersection of  First  and  River  streets;  those  on  the  west  side  of  River 
street  from  Dr.  Samuel  Gale's  drug  stOl'C  north  as  far  as  the  site  of  the 
building  No.  227  River  street,  opposite  the  Troy  house;  and  those  on 
both  sides  of  State  street  between  First  and  River  streets.  The  local 
fire  department  was  helpless  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  (lames  and  in 
response  to  the  earnest  appeals  of  the  people  of  Troy  fire  engines  were 
sent  to  the  scene  from  Albany,  Waterford  and  the  United  States  arsenal 
at  Gibborisville  (now  West  Troy).  Upon  their  arrival  the  efforts  to 
stay  the  fire  were  renewed  with  desperation  and  were  finally  successful. 
About  three  weeks  after  the  fire  a  day  of  prayer  was  set  apart,  [illy  I  'I, 
and  the  inhabitants  thronged  to  the  various  churches  where  services 
were  held  and  in  deep  humiliation  bowed  to  God  in  submission  to  1 1  is 
will.  But  for  many  weeks  the  city  was  enshrouded  in  gloom  over  the 
crushing  blow  thai  had  fallen  upon  it,  ruining  many  of  its  inhabitants 
and  retarding  its  progress.  Muring  the  following  year  contributions  ol 
food,  clothing  and  money  were  sent  to  the  sufferers  from  all  parts  of 
the  country.  The  total  losses  of  the  lire  aggregated  $700,000,  on  which 
there  was  an  insurance  of  about  $1  10,000. 

The  liuima  Willard  Female  Seminary,  which  in  later  years  became 
known  throughout  the  entire  country  as  a  most  excellent  school  for 
young  ladies,  was  established  in  Troy  in  1821.  Mrs.  Emma  Willard 
was  the  wife  of  Dr.  fohn  Willard.  [n  181.4  she  established  a  boarding 
school  for  girls  at  Middlebury,  \'t.  While  acting  as  principal  of  that 
school  she  conceived  a  plan  for  the  incorporation  and  endowment  of  an 
institution  for  the  higher  education  of  young  women.  Believing  that 
New  York  State  offered  superior  advantages  for  the  location  of  Such  a 
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school  she  communicated  an  outline  of  her  plan  to  Governor  Clinton  of 
New  York,  who  agreed  to  assist  her.  According"  to  his  promise  the 
governor  caused  to  be  passed  a  legislative  enactment  incorporating  a 
female  seminary  at  VVaterlord  under  the  care  of  the  Regents  of  the 
University  and  appropriating  thereto  its  proper  quota  of  the  public 
moneys.  The  seminar)-  opened  in  Waterford  in  the  spring  of  L819. 
After  it  had  been  successfully  incorporated  the  citizens  of  Troy,  appre- 
ciating the  advantages  which  would  accrue  to  them  from  the  location 
of  the  school  in  the  city,  proposed  to  Mrs.  VVillard  thai  she  remove  the 
seminar)'  to  Troy,  agreeing  to  contribute  freely  of  their  means  to  its 
establishment  and  maintenance.  To  this  proposition  she  assented,  and 
March  ;„'(;,  1821,  the  common  council  of  the  city,  in  response  to  a  gen- 
eral demand,  resolved  to  raise  by  tax  in  the  first,  second,  third  and 
fourth  wards  the  sum  of  §-1,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  building. 
It  also  appointed  Jeremiah  Dauchy,  liphraim  Morgan,  Gurdon  Corn- 
ing, Nathan  Warren,  Lewis  Lyman,  John  <1  Vanderhey'den,  Thomas 
Skelding,  Gilbert  Keilay,  George  Smith,  Richard  I'.  Hart  and  James 
Vandenburgh  a  commission  to  obtain  suitable  quarters  at  an  expense 
no!  to  exceed  §5,000  and  to  engage  a  principal  for  the  new  school. 
April  I  I,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  this  committee,  the  city 
purchased  for  §1,700  the  "Old  Coffee  I  louse,"  originally  owned  by 
Captain  Howard  Moulton,  an  officer  in  the  American  arm)'  during  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  who  removed  from  Troy  to  Stafford  Springs, 
Conn.  lie  constructed  the  building  in  171)5,  It  was  a  three-story 
frame  building  and  in  its  early  days  was  the  principal  rival  of  the  famous 
Ashley's  Inn.  While  the  "Old  Coffee  Mouse"  was  being  renovated 
and  put  in  condition  fur  the  reception  of  the  new  institution  Mrs.  Wil- 
lard  became  principal  ol  the  Troy  female  seminary,  temporarily  using 
the  lecture  room  of  the  Troy  Lyceum  of  Natural  History  in  the  court- 
house for  a  recitation  room  and  the  apartments  of  two  dwelling  houses 
near  by  for  dormitories  and  stud)'  rooms.  August  2  the  common  coun- 
cil appointed  havid  Puel,  jr.,  Joseph  Russell,  Nathan  Warren,  Richard 
1'.  Hart,  Jeremiah  Dauchy,  James  Mallory,  William  Bradley  and 
Amasa  Paine  trustees  of  the  school.  The  work  of  repairing  the  build- 
ing selected  lor  its  occupancy  was  completed  in  the  fall,  when  the 
school  moved  into  it  and  began  what  proved  to  lie  a  successful  career. 
The  seminary's  first  faculty  consisted  of  the  following:  Principal,  Mrs. 
Emma  Willard;  instructors,  Elizabeth  Sherrill,  Angelica  Gilbert,  Mary 
Heywood  and   Elizabeth   P.   Huntington;  assistant  instructors,  S'arah 
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W.  Ingalls,  Mary  H.  Field,  Mary  E.  Akin  and  Elizabeth  Whiting. 
The  first  class  numbered  ninety  pupils,  twenty-nine  of  whom  resided 
in  Troy  and  the  remainder  coming  from  the  States  of  New  York,  Con- 
necticut, Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Ohio,  .South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

A  munificent  enterprise,  which  subsequently  became  one  of  Troy's 
noblest  institutions,  had  its  inception  in  1828,  when  a  number  of  citizens 
petitioned  the  Legislature  to  enact  a  law  incorporating  them  under  the 
name  of  the  Troy  Savings  Bank.  The  act  was  passed  April  23,  1823, 
and  named  as  the  first  managers  of  the  institution  John  Car)',  Derick 
Lane,  Richard  P.  Mart,  Guidon  Corning,  John  Thomas,  John  l'aine, 
Nathan  Warren,  Lewis  Lyman,  Piatt  Titus,  James  Van  Schoonhoven, 
Henry  Mallory,  Leland  Howard,  Joseph  Russell,  Samuel  Gale,  Town- 
send  McCoun,  William  Bradley,  Alanson  Douglas,  William  Smith  and 
David  Buel,  jr.  The  charter  permitted  the  managers  to  make  an  agree- 
ment with  an}'  of  the  banks  of  the  city  to  receive  deposits  and  transact 
business  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  managers  might  deem  to 
be  for  the  best  interests  of  all.  The  trustees  were  authorized  to  reg- 
ulate the  rate  of  interest  to  be  paid  depositors,  and  the  latter  were  to 
receive  a  ratable  proportion  of  all  the  profits  of  the  bank  after  all  the 
necessary  expenses  had  been  deducted.  The  board  of  managers  com- 
prised the  president,  two  vice-presidents  and  twelve  trustees,  the  mayor 
and  recorder  of  the  city  being  ex-officio  members  of  the  body.  At  the 
first  meeting  of  the  managers  held  at  Piatt  Titus's  Inn  August  15 
Townsend  McCoun  was  elected  president,  Richard  1'.  [Iart,  first  vice- 
president,  and  Lewis  Lyman,  second  vice-president.  The  by-laws  were 
adopted  at  the  same  time  and  the  first  deposits  were  received  August 
150  :it  the  Farmers'  Hank.  The  wisdom  ol  the  founders  of  the  bank 
may  he  appreciated  w  hen  it  is  known  that  it  is  being  conducted  to-day 
on  the  same  .general  lines  on  which  it  started  business  over  Li  years 
ago. 

The  opening  of  the  Erie  Canal  to  traffic  October  S,  1823,  was  made 
the  occasion  of  quite  a  demonstration  in  Troy.  A  canal  boat  named 
the  Trojan  Trader  left  the  city  carrying  the  first  load  of  merchandise 
sent  west  from  the  Hudson  river  by  way  of  the  Erie  canal.  The  en- 
terprise of  the  citizens  of  Troy  in  bringing  this  about  was  the  cause  of 
more  or  less  latter  ad  verse  criticism  from  a  few  cities  and  villages  which 
were  envious  of  the  wideawake  and  progressive  spirit  manifested  by 
Trojans  in  this  great  event, but  in  other  quarters  the  stroke  of  enter- 
prise was  commended  liberal!}',  so  that  in  the  end  Troy  secured  a*  great 
deal  of  advertising,  which  its  business  men  richly  deserved. 
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An  interesting  incident,  a  fact  not  generally  known,  is  that  the  well 
known  Christmas  poem  so  dear  to  the  heart  of  every  child,  "  A  Visit 
from  St.  Nicholas,"  written  by  Clement  Clarke  Moore,  LL.D.,  then 
professor  of  Oriental  and  Greek  literature  in  the  General  Theological 
Seminary  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  in  New  York,  was  pub- 
lished for  the  first  time  in  the  Troy  Sentinel  December  'Zo,  1823. 

The  year  after  the  opening  of  the  great  Erie  canal  another  memora- 
ble event  occurred  in  Troy  —the  reception  tendered  the  great  French 
patriot,  Marquis  de  La  Fayette,  September  18,  1-824.  The  committee 
in  whose  charge  his  entertainment  was  left  comprised  Colonel  Albert 
Pawling,  Colonel  Derick  Lane,  Ephraim  Morgan,  Benjamin  Smith, 
Stephen  Warren,  Gurdon  Corning,  [antes  Mallory,  George  Tidbits, 
John  1).  Dickinson,  Joseph  Russell  and  [ohn  P.  Cushman.  The  Mar- 
quis arrived  at  Gibbonsville  (West  Troy)  on  the  packet  boat  Schenec- 
tady in  the  company  o1  the  Albany  entertainment  committee  and  mili- 
tary escort.  The  packet  was  towed  from  that  point  to  the  foot  of  Ferry 
street,  where  he  was  welcomed  to  the  city  by  the  Hon.  George  Tidbits 
in  behalf  of  the  populace.  In  his  reply  to  the  greeting  he  received  the 
gallant  Frenchman  marvelled  at  the  great  changes  which  had  taken 
place  in  Troy  since  his  previous  visit  to  the  village  forty  years  before. 
The  speech  making  was  followed  by  a  grand  parade  in  which  the  Al- 
bany and  Troy  military  companies,  a  Masonic  delegation  and  other 
representatives  of  the  city  participated.  In  the  parlors  of  the  Troy 
house  Recorder  Thomas  Clowes,  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor  formally 
welcomed  the  Marquis,  alter  which  the  party  proceeded  to  St.  John's 
hall,  the  Masonic  headquarters,  where  the  distinguished  guest  of  the 
city  was  oneo  more  welcomed  by  the  lion.  David  Huel.  jr.  After  din- 
ner the  party  visited  Mrs.  Emma  Willard  at  the  Troy  Female  Seminary, 
and  soon  afterward  the  Marquis  left  the  city  amid  the  most  enthusiastic 
plaudits  of  thousands  ol  persons  who  had  gathered  upon  the  hanks  of 
the  river. 

To  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  last  but  one  of  the  patroons,  Troy 
owes  its  most  celebrated  educational  institution,  the  Rensselaer  Poly- 
technic Institute,  originally  called  the  Rensselaer  school.  This  institu- 
tion was  founded  November  a,  L824,  the  donor  fitting  out  at  his  own 
persona]  expense  the  Farmers'  bank  building  on  the  northwest  corner 
of  River  and  Middleburgh  streets.  The  first  trustees  appointed  by  the 
founder,  were:  The  Rev.  Samuel  Blatchford,  pastor  of  the  First  Pres- 
byterian church  ol  Lansingburgh ;  Elias  Pai-melee  of  Lansinglxirgh 
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John  Cramer  and  ( Inert  Van  Schoonhoven  of  Waterford,  Samuel  L)e  Witt 
and  T.  Romeyn  Beck  of  Albany,  and  John  1).  Dickinson  and  [edediah 
Trac}7  of  Troy,  lie  named  the  Rev.  Samuel  Blatchford  as  president, 
Amos  Eaton  of  Troy  as  senior  professor  and  Lewis  C.  Beck  of  Albany  as 
junior  professor,  The  school  was  formally  opened  January  'A,  1825,  the 
courses  prescribed  being-  chemistry,  experimental  philosophy  and  nat- 
ural history,  with  their  application  to  agriculture,  domestic  economy 
and  the  arts.  Land  surveying,  in  which  the  school  soon  gained  a 
world-wide  reputation,  was  also  taught.  The  school  was  incorporated 
March  2  1 ,  1 820,  and  the  first  elass  was  graduated  in  the  same  year. 
'I'he  name  of  the  school  was  changed  to  Rensselaer  Institute  April  :20, 
]8IJ:i.  A  more  extended  account  of  this  noble  institution  appears  in 
another  chapter. 

March  2,  1  Sii-4-,  Chief  Justice  Marshall  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Coin  t  handed  down  a  decision  declaring  unconstitutional  the  law  g  rant- 
ing the  North  River  Steamboat  company  the  exclusive  right  to  navi- 
gate the  waters  of  the  Hudson,  and  almost  immediately  the  capitalists 
of  Troy,  who  had  been  anxiously  awaiting  such  a  termination  of  the 
case,  formed  a  stock  company  under  the  name  of  "The  Troy  Steam- 
boat company  "  and  made  a  contract  for  the  const  ruction  of  a  large 
steamboat  suitable  for  navigation  on  the  river.  August  2  1  of  that  year 
the  vessel,  named  "Chief  fustice  Marshall"  in  honor  of  the  judge 
whose  decision  had  made  its  construction  possible,  was  launched  at 
New  York.  The  company  was  incorporated  March  ',)],  1825,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $200,000,  and  the  first  passage  of  the  boat  from  New 
York  to  Troy  was  made  March  1*.',  the  boat  being  in  charge  of  Captain 
K  .  W,  Sherman.  Trips  were  made  regularly  thereafter  down  the  river 
one  night  ami  back  the  next  The  next  spring  the  steamboats  Consti- 
tution and  Constellation  began  making  regular  trips,  and  in  the  sum- 
mer the  steamboat  New  London  was  purchased  and  added  to  the  licet. 

The  industrial  progress  made  by  the  nourishing  city  of  Troy  up  to 
this  lime,  1825,  was  a  little  short  of  marvelous  Her  population  in 
that  year  was  7,850,  an  increase  of  nearly  fifty  per  cent  in  five  years. 
The  numerous  manufactories  included  six  ;ep'ist  mills,  three  saw  mills, 
an  oil  mill,  a  fulling  mill,  a  cotton  factor)',  a  distillery,  a  shovel  and 
spade  factory,  two  iron  furnaces,  three  breweries,  a  large  machine 
shop,  four  tanneries,  two  shoe  factories,  a  paper  mill,  a  rope  manufac- 
tory, three  carriage  factories,  a  gun  factory,  two  bleaching  and  calen- 
dering concerns  and  two  chair  factories,  besides  many  less  important 
manufacturing'  estal  ilishments. 
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The  first  steam  ferry  boat  began  making  regular  trips  across  the 
river  at  the  Upper  Ferry  in  July,  1826,  being  owned  by  John  G.  Van- 
derheyden,  proprietor  of  the  ferry.  It  did  a  thriving  business  and 
added  in  no  small  measure  to  the  general  prosperity  of  the  city. 

Early  in  1820  the  vestry  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  church,  upon  the  re- 
quest of  the  growing  congregation,  decided  to  secure  a  more  commo- 
dious site  and  build  a  new  church  edifice.  The  two  lots  on  the  north- 
east corner  of  State  and  Third  streets  were  therefore  purchased  and 
$24,000  having  been  subscribed  for  the  purpose  contracts  were  made 
for  the  building,  work  upon  which  was  begun  in  the  spring  of  the 
following  year.  The  corner-stone  was  laid  April  2-1,  1827,  by  the 
Rev.  David  Butler  and  the  building  was  consecrated  by  Bishop  John 
H.  Hobart  August  10,  1828.     Its  total  cost  was  $40,308.60. 

Soon  after  the  erection  of  the  new  St.  Paul's  was  decided  upon  the 
members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  determined,  February  I, 
1820,  to  purchase  a  site  and  erect  a  building.  Ma)'  22  the  trustees  pur- 
Chased  two  lots  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Grand  Division  and  Sixth 
streets.  The  building  was  begun  the  next  month,  the  cornerstone 
being  laid  fuly  1".',  and  March  1.0,  PS\!7,  a  call  was  extended  to  the 
Rev.  Mark  Tucker  of  Northampton,  Mass.,  to  become  pastor.  The 
church  was  dedicated  Inly  IS  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tucker  was  installed 
pastor  October  :!  I . 

The  congregation  of  St.  Peter's  Roman  Catholic  church,  which  had 
been  organized  in  1825,  and  which  had  held  its  first  services  in  a  school 
house  at  the  corner  of  Second  and  Ferry  streets,  soon  feeling  the  need 
of  better  and  more  commodious  quarters,  in  the  summer  of  1826  con- 
cluded in  erect  a  home,  ol  their  own  if  possible.  In  response  to  an 
appeal  from  the  members  of  the  church  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  was 
soon  subscribed  and  in  the  latter  part  of  October  in  that  year  the  hit 
on  the  northeast  corner  of  tl  lit  ton  and  North  Second  streets  was  deeded 
to  the  society  by  John  D.  Dickinson  and  others  in  consideration  of  the 
payment  ol  six  cents  The  work  of  constructing  a  small  frame  build- 
ing was  begun  soon  after  and  February  L9,  1827,  "the  trustees  of  St. 
Peter's  church  "  were  incorporated.  The  building  was  consecrated  in 
1830  by  Bishop  John  Du  Bois  of  New  York. 

The  years  1827  and  L828  were  marked  by  wonderful  prosperity  in  all 
lines  of  trade  and  industry  in  Troy.  In  the  former  year  the  city  grew 
as  it  had  never  grown  before,  no  less  than  !580  buildings  of  all  kinds 
being  constructed.     The  business  of  the  city  was  the  greatest  that 

v 


LANDMARKS  OF  RENSSELAER  COUNTY. 


year  it  had  ever  known.  Money  was  plentiful  and  everybody  was 
happy,  from  the  greatest  capitalist  to  the  poorest  mechanic  or  laborer. 
Travel  to  the  city  had  increased  so  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  make 
considerable  additions  to  the  principal  hotel,  the  Troy  house,  and  to 
build  another  hotel,  the  Mansion  house,  which  was  begun  in  the  latter 
year  by  Nathan  Warren.  In  the  following  year,  1829,  the  work  of  pav- 
ing River  street  with  cobblestones  was  begun,  the  houses  on  the  prin- 
cipal streets  were  numbered  and  the  proud  growing  city  began  to  take 
on  metropolitan  airs  at  a  rapid  rate.  The  local  census  of  1828  showed 
the  population  to  be  10,840,  an  increase  of  more  than  8,000  souls  in 
three  years— phenomenal  development  even  for  those  days.  A  year 
later  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  organize  another  bank,  which  was  in- 
corporated April  'ill,  1820,  under  the  name  of  the  Merchants'  and  Me- 
chanics' Hank  of  Trow  ll  opened  its  doors  for  business  February  12, 
1830,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $300,000.  The  bank  was  at  first  located 
in  the  Mansion  house,  with  George  Vail  as  president  and  Alanson 
Douglas  as  cashier.  Its  brick  building  at  No.  1'i  First  street  was  occu- 
pied for  the  first  in  1  830. 

May  1,  ls:i(i,  the  Daily  Troy  Sentinel,  the  first  daily  newspaper  issued 
in  Troy,  was  published  lor  the  first  time  by  Tuttle  &  Gregory.  Its 
office  was  at  No.  225  River  street  and  it  was  edited  by  O.  L,  Hoi  ley.  It 
was  well  patronized,  both  by  subscribers  and  advertisers,  and  the  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  looked  upon  it  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
industries  of  Troy.     It  was  issued  ever)'  afternoon  except  Sundays. 

A  number  of  the  members  of  St.  Paul's  church  having  determined 
to  form  a  separate  congregation  and  erect  another  church,  independ- 
ent religious  services  were  held  by  them,  in  charge  ol  a  layman,  in  the 
Presbyterian  session  house  at  No.  71  Fourth  street.  November  22, 
1830,  officers  were  elected  and  the  new  church  was  named  St.  John's 
church,  January  13  of  the  next  year  the  old  St.  Paul's  church  on  State 
street  was  purchased  and  the  Rev.  John  A.  Hicks  of  Easton,  IJa.,  was 
called  to  the  pastorate,  assuming  his  duties  the  following  May. 

April  IS,  1831,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  incorporating 
the  Troy  Turnpike  and  Railroad  company,  the  stockholders  of  which 
were  Lewis  Burtis,  Stephen  Ross,  David  Gleason,  Stephen  Eldridge, 
Anson  Arnold,  Abraham  Van  Tuyl,  John  Burtis,  jr.,  Alsop  Weed  and 
Robert  I).  Silliman,  The  charter  authorized  them  to  construct  a  turn- 
pike road  from  the  west  end  of  the  Troy  and  Bennington  road  in  Hoo- 
sick  street  in  Troy,  to  the  town  of  Bennington  or  the  town  of  Pownal, 
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Yt.  It  also  gave  them  power  to  build  a  single  ov  double  railroad  from 
Troy  to  either  or  both  of  the  Vermont  towns.  The  capital  stock  was 
limited  to  $100,000.  Work  upon  the  turnpike  was  begun  at  once  and 
for  many  years  it  was  an  important  highway  and  stage  route. 

The  "burying  ground  on  the  hill,"  as  it  was  generally  known,  hav- 
ing become  about  Idled  with  graves,  January  1,  1832,  the  city  authori- 
ties purchased  [%y'z  acres  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  Poesten  kill 
and  east  of  the  road  to  Albia,  which  they  named  Mount  Ida  Cemetery. 
Three  years  afterward,  February  5,  1835,  a  portion  of  it  was  sold  to  St. 
Peter's  Catholic  church,  and  was  used  as  a  burying  ground  by  that 
denomination. 

When  the  Asiatic  cholera  was  expected  in  Troy  in  1832,  on  its  awful 
journey  throughout  the  country,  the  militia  were  ordered  out  to  keep 
from  the  city  several  canal  boats  loaded  with  emigrants  and  reported 
as  having  cholera  victims  aboard.  These  boats  came  down  the  Cham- 
plain  canal  from  Canada.  In  describing  the  ravages  of  cholera  in  Troy 
William  E.  llagan,  esq.,  writing  in  the  Troy  Press  June  If),  1S90, 
said  : 

Sunn-  of  the  proceedings  which  the  excitement  ;it  that  time  stimulated  were  ridic- 
ulous in  the  extreme,  and  particularly  the  conduct  of  one  Col.  Dillon  Beebe,  who 
commanded  the  militia  here  that  Sunday  afternoon,  when  he.  in  full  uniform  and 
with  a  great  array  of  rooster  feathers  in  his  cocked  hat,  strode  up  through  the  aisle 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  (Dr.  Pieman's),  and  w  ithout  ceremony  broke  in  upon 
the  doctor's  discourse  in  a  loud  stentorian  voice  ordering  all  the  members  of  the 
militia  there  present  to  immediately  appear  armed  and  equipped  as  tin-  law  directed 
at  Washington  square.  Some  of  the  women  present  fainted,  others  laughed  at  the 
ridiculousness  of  the  performance,  but  at  all  events  it  broke  up  the  meeting. 
Hul  il  was  found  that  tho  bouts  contained  a  colouv  of  Swedes  hound  for  the  West, 
and  thai  there  was  not  a  sick  person  amongst  Ihem 

I'.ut  the  cholera  did  visit  Troy  within  a  fortnight  alter  the  departure  of  the  Swed- 
ish emigrants.  ...  The  first  person  to  die  of  the  cholera  in  was  lames  IS. 
Prescott.  The  next  death  was  that  of  one  Henry  <  )'Neal,  and  al  ter  the  latter  occurred 
there  were  many  others.  Amongst  the  old  residents  Asa  Anthony  was  the  first  to 
pass  away.  He  was  the  father  of  Prof.  Charles  II.  Anthony,  for  many  years  the 
principal  oi  the  Troy  academy,  and  long  since  dead.  Capt.  Snow,  a  prominent 
North  River  captain  who  lived  at  No.  43  Third  street,  was  also  one  of  the  victims. 

The  most  remarkable  death  occasioned  was  that  of  Archie  Weaver,  a  blacksmith 
whose  shop  stood  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Congress  and  Third  streets.  He  wasa 
man  of  large  size  and  of  great  strength.  lie  was  boasting  in  the  morning  of  how  he 
would  conquer  the  disease  should  it  attack  him.  lie  was  taken  ill  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  and  died  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  was  buried  the 
same  night.  The  cholera  victims  of  Ihe  epidemic  of  1832  were  in  the  main  buried  in 
the  Mount  Ida  cemetery,  where  a  long  row  of  the  graves  may  still  be  seen.  .  .  . 
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Since  1832  the  cholera  has  twice  visited  Troy,  in  184!)  and  in  1853.  During  the 
latter  year  it  was  more  fatal  in  its  effects  than  before.  Fortunately  for  the  people 
of  the  present  day,  Dr.  William  P.  Seymour  was  health  officer  during  the  prevalence 
of  the  cholera  in  1853,  and  he  was  by  education  and  personal  ability  well  fitted  to 
tabulate  all  the  phenomenal  statistics  which  attended  its  visitation. 

A  new  era  was  opened  in  the  history  of  Troy  with  the  construction 
of  the  first  line  of  railroad  having  the  city  for  a  terminus.  In  1826  a 
railroad  was  projected,  to  run  from  Troy  to  Schenectady,  but  the  people 
were  enthusiastic  supporters  of  the  Erie  and  the  Champlain  canals  and 
few  friends  for  the  railroad  proposed  could  be  found.  Such  an  enter- 
prise was  not  deemed  necessary  and  few  believed  that  it  would  provide 
superior  transportation  facilities  to  those  of  the  canals  or  that  it  would 
pay  its  builders.  Nevertheless  the  people  of  Albany  thought  otherwise 
and  plans  were  soon  made  for  and  work  begun  upon  the  Mohawk  & 
Hudson  railroad,  extending  from  Albany  to  Schenectady.  This  road 
was  completed  in  18152.  At  this  time  the  trade  of  Northern  New  York, 
especially  of  Saratoga  and  Washington  counties,  was  assuming  consid- 
erable proportions.  In  order  to  draw  this  trade  from  Troy,  to  which  it 
most  naturally  would  flow,  the  people  of  Albany  attempted  to  divert  it 
from  that  channel  by  the  construction  of  a  branch  line  from  Schen- 
ectady to  Saratoga  Springs.  Undaunted,  the  business  men  of  Troy  at 
once  set  to  work  to  secure  a  charter  for  a  new  road  from  Troy  to 
Ballston  Spa,  a  distance  of  nearly  twenty-six  miles.  This  franchise  was 
granted  them  April  14,  1832,  the  articles  of  incorporation  naming  as  the 
first  directors  George  Griswold,  John  Cramer,  Elisha  Tibbits,  fohn 
Knickerbacker,  Richard  P.  Hart,  Townsend  McCoun,  Nathan  Warren, 
Stephen  Warren,  l.e  Grand  Cannon,  George  Vail,  Moses  Williams, 
]ohn  I'.  Cushnian  and  John  Paine.  Work  upon  the  road,  which  was 
called  the  Rensselaer  &  Saratoga  railroad,  was  begun  the  next  year  and 
October  0,  1835,  the  first  passenger  train  crossed  the  bridge  between 
Troy  and  Green  Island.  The  northern  terminus  of  the  road  was  in  the 
south  end  of  the  village  of  Ballston  Spa,  and  the  southern  terminus  was 
at  No.  10  First  street,  Troy,  the  present  site  of  the  Atheiucum  build- 
ing. From  the  bridge  the  cars  were  drawn  by  horses  down  River 
street,  turning  into  First  in  front  of  the  Troy  house,  the  engine  leaving 
the  train  at  the  bridge.  While  the  Rensselaer  &  Saratoga  road  ex- 
tended only  as  far  north  as  Ballston  Spa,  the  Schenectady  branch  of 
the  Mohawk  &  Hudson  road  had  been  built  as  far  north  as  Saratoga 
Springs,  the  latter  road  thereby  securing  a  monopoly  of  the  traffic  be- 
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tween  Saratoga  Springs  and  Ballston  Spa.  As  soon  as  the  Rensselaer  & 
Saratoga  road  had  been  completed  an  endeavor  was  made  to  enter  into 
an  agreement  with  the  other  road  whereby  the  passenger  and  freight 
traffic  of  the  Rensselaer  &  Saratoga  might  be  carried  on  north  of 
Ballston  Spa  over  the  tracks  of  the  Schenectady  &  Saratoga  road.  The 
project  was  selfishly  opposed,  however,  by  the  management  of  the  latter 
road,  comprised  almost  wholly  of  inhabitants  of  Albany,  who  were 
jealous  of  Troy's  commercial  success,  and  doubtless  would  have  come 
to  naught  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  the  directors  of  the  Rensse- 
laer &  Saratoga  road  had  an  unexpected  opportunity  to  purchase  of  a 
New  York  broker  a  sufficient  number  of  shares  of  stock  of  the  other 
road  to  give  them  its  control.  This  settled  the  question  and  the  two 
roads  thereafter  worked  in  harmony.  Direct  communication  between 
the  village  of  Troy  and  the  village  of  Saratoga  Springs  was  at  once 
established,  giving  additional  prestige  to  Troy  as  a  commercial  centre 
and  securing  for  its  merchants  and  manufacturers  that  of  which  the 
rival  city  of  Albany  had  tried  to  deprive  them. 

The  first  cars  used  on  the  Rensselaer  &  Saratoga  railroad  were  made  by 
Gilbert,  Veazie  &  Eaton,  then  famous  Troy  ear  builders.  The  passenger 
ears  were  looked  upon  as  marvels  of  beauty,  crude  as  they  were,  and 
were  twenty-four  in  number.  They  were  twenty-four  feet  long,  eight 
feet  wide  and  a  little  over  six  feet  high  inside,  and  each  was  divided 
into  three  apartments.  The  seats  were  "  cushioned  and  backed  with 
crimson  morocco,  trimmed  with  coach  lace;  each  apartment  is  sur- 
rounded by  movable  panels,  thus  affording  the  comforts  and  facilities 
of  either  a  close  or  open  carriage  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  passen- 
gers." 

The  existing  improved  system  of  waterworks  in  Troy  had  its  incep- 
tion in  is:;;!  and  18IM-.  The  old  Conduit  company,  to  which  reference 
has  been  made  in  preceding  'pages,  supplied  the  residents  of  Troy 
with  water  until  18;;:!,  when  anew  reservoir  was  constructed  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  the  supply  and  the  storage  capacity.  April  IS, 
1.829,  the  Troy  Water  Works  company  had  been  incorporated,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $250,000.  Surveys  having  been  made  and  an  abundance 
of  excellent  water  having  been  found,  the  old  corporation  surrendered 
its  rights  to  the  city  and  its  property  was  soon  afterward  purchased 
for  a  small  sum.  The  necessary  land  and  the  water  privileges  of  the 
Piscawen  kill  were  soon  obtained,  and  in  the  spring  of  18:5.'!  the  con- 
struction of  a  dam  and  reservoir  was  begun.     These  were  completed 
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1 1 ) e  next  year  and  showed  a  total  capacity  of  about  450,000  gallons. 
The  streets  were  piped  for  the  distribution  of  the  water,  and  soon  two 
more  reservoirs,  holding  1,000,000  gallons  were  constructed.  Other 
reservoirs  were  constructed  on  the  Piscawen  kill  in  1843  and  again  in 
185.'3  as  the  demand  for  water  grew,  and  thus  the  system  developed 
gradually  to  its  present  proportions. 

April  5,  1831,  the  Troy  Insurance  company  was  incorporated,  re- 
maining in  business  ten  years.  Its  predecessor,  the  Rensselaer  &  Sar- 
atoga Insurance  company,  passed  out  of  existence  in  18-10  after  doing 
business  26  years.  May  14,  L83G,  the  Mechanics'  Mutual  Insurance 
company  of  the  City  of  Troy  received  a  charter,  which  it  retained  until 
185G,  when  it  wound  up  its  affairs  and  discontinued  business. 

One  of  the  most  important  industries  established  in  Troy  about  this 
time  was  the  Troy  India  Rubber  company,  which  was  granted  a  char- 
ter by  the  Legislature  May  4,  1836,  with  a  capital  stock  of  a  quarter  of 
a  million  dollars.  The  company's  factor)-,  a  big  one  for  those  days, 
was  a  brick  structure  located  on  the  west  side  of  the  Greenbush  road  a 
short  distance  south  of  the  Poesten  kill.  The  factory  with  its  contents 
was  destroyed  by  fire  the  same  year,  but  new  buildings  were  at  once 
erected  and  120  people  were  employed. 

An  exciting  event  of  the  year  1S'M>  in  Troy  was  the  mobbing  of  The- 
odore D.  Weld,  a  distinguished  philanthropist,  in  the  Bethel,  a  mission 
church  founded  for  the  spiritual  benefit  of  boatmen,  located  on  the 
northwest  corner  of  Fifth  and  Elbow  streets,  the  present  site  of  the 
Fifth  Avenue  hotel.  At  that  time  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Troy  were  opposed  to  the  then  increasing  movement  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  and  many  bilier  jcontroversies  had  arisen  between  the 
abolitionists  and  those  who  advocated  non  interference  with  the  South. 
Mr.  Wehl  had  delivered  several  lectures  on  the  subject  of  slaver}'  and 
had  attracted  large  audiences  to  the  Bethel.  Soon  after  he  had  arrived 
in  Troy  there  appeared  in  one  of  the  city  papers  an  incendiary  com- 
munication regarding  him  and  his  teachings  which  stirred  the  pro- 
slavery  people  up  to  a  high  state  of  excitement.  On  the  afternoon  of 
June  :l  Mr.  Weld  was  delivering  a  lecture  in  the  church  before  a  large 
audience,  when  a  mob  entered  and  attacked  him,  attempting  to  drag, 
him  from  the  pulpit.  A  struggle  between  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion and  the  mob  ensued,  in  which  the  former  were  victorious,  after 
which  the  lecturer  was  conducted  from  the  church  to  a  place  of  safety 
by  Henry  Z.  Hayner,  a  prominent  lawyer  who  had  held  the  leacfer  of 
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the  mob  at  bay.  The  incident  created  intense  excitement  throughout 
the  citv  and  doubtless  strengthened  the  ranks  of  the  local  abolitionists. 

A  memorable  event  in  the  history  of  Troy  was  a  catastrophe  which 
occurred  early  in  the  evening-  of  Sunday,  fanuary  i,  1837,  when  an 
immense  quantity  of  clay,  which  had  been  loosened  through  the  com- 
bined inlluences  of  frosts  and  thaws,  slid  down  the  west  side  of  Ida  hill, 
or  Mount  Ida,  burying  three  dwelling  houses,  in  which  were  seven  per- 
sons, and  two  stables,  containing  twenty  two  horses.  The  avalanche 
came  with  such  terrific  force  as  to  carry  everything  before  it  for  a  dis- 
tance of  four  or  five  hundred  feet  westward  on  the  level,  covering 
several  acres  of  land.  fohn  Grace  and  his  wife  were  instantly  killed 
and  two  young  sons  of  Mrs.  Leavenworth  were  crushed  in  a  shocking 
manner.  Sixteen  of  the  twenty-two  horses  were  killed.  The  accident 
created  the  wildest  sensation  for  a  time. 

The  St.  Patrick's  Day  mob  in  Troy,  March  L7,  1837,  was  another 
sensational  incident  in  which  several  persons  were  badly  injured  and 
considerable  property  ruined  or  damaged,  all  on  account  of  the  antics 
of  a  lot  of  young  boys.  Earl}'  in  the  morning  effigies  were  suspended 
from  trees  and  buildings  in  different  sections  of  the  city  for  the  evi- 
dent purpose  of  bringing  the  holiday  into  disrepute.  During  the 
morning  one  Irish  resident,  incensed  at  the  sight,  attempted  to  pull 
down  one  of  the  figures  which  was  suspended  at  the  foot  of  Ferry 
street  but  was  prevented  from  doing  so  by  a  crowd  of  men  and  boys. 
Soon  afterwards  he  returned  to  the  scene  with  a  crowd  of  his  fellow 
countrymen  and  an  incipient  riot  at  once  followed.  Missiles  were 
thrown  through  the  air,  injuring  several  persons,  sonic  quite  severely. 
Among  these  were  [ohn  P.  Cole,  whose  w  ounds  were  of  a  very  serious 
nature,  and  another  man  who  was  knocked  down  and  beaten  by  the 
enraged  Irishmen.  Several  buildings  were  attacked,  the  store  of  Theo- 
doras Valleau  being  badly  damaged.  Mayor  Richard  P.  Hart,  at- 
tended by  other  city  officials,  commanded  the  rioters  to  disperse,  which 
they  did  temporarily,  but  they  soon  returned  to  renew  their  depreda- 
tions. Finding  they  could  not  be  controlled  by  peaceable  means  the 
Citizens  Corps  was  ordered  out  under  arms  at  noon,  but  even  this  sum- 
mary proceeding  was  not  effectual,  as  the  rioting  continued  at  intervals 
the  rest  of  the  day  and  during  the  evening,  when  the  mob  went  so  far 
as  to  lire  guns  into  the  crowd,  seriously  injuring  several  persons.  The 
rioters  finally  dispersed,  being  overawed  by  the  militia.  As  a  result  of 
the  trouble  about  twenty  of  the  ringleaders  were  sentenced  to  jail. 
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During' the  period  of  business  depression  in  the  United  States  which 
began  in  ls;>7  Troy  was  seriously  affected  with  oilier  cities.  The  Troy 
banks  were  finally  compelled  to  suspend  specie  payments  and  for  the 
purpose  of  continuing  business  James  A.  Zander,  then  city  commis- 
sioner, assumed  the  personal  responsibility  of  issuing  temporary  local 
currency,  a  plan  followed  in  many  other  cities  of  the  country.  Bills  of 
four  denominations — one,  two,  three  and  four  shillings,  of  Lib?  cents 
each — were  printed  and  widely  circulated  for  several  years.  These 
read  as  follows : 

On  demand,  I  promise  to  pay  to  the  bearer,   —  cents  in  New  York  Safety 

Fund  bills,  on  the  presentation  of  Five  Dollars  at  my  office.  Troy,  July  1st,  is:;;. 
James  A.  Zander. 

The  people  had  confidence  in  Mr.  Zander,  who  was  famed  for  hie 
integrity,  and  the  bills  practically  saved  the  business  of  Troy.  They 
were  eventually  redeemed  by  the  city. 

The  city  was  increased  in  size  in  183(J  by  the  addition  of  a  part  of 
the  town  of  Lansingburgh ,  the  northern  boundary  of  Troy  then  being 
established  as  it  has  since  remained.  April  22,  ISIJ7,  the  Legislature 
passed  an  act  dividing  the  fourth  ward  into  two  wards,  that  part  lying 
north  of  a  line  running  through  the  middle  of  Jacob  street  becoming 
the  seventli  ward.  Those  parts  of  the  first  and  sixth  wards  lying  be- 
tween Libert)'  street  and  Canal  avenue  by  the  same  law  became  the 
eighth  ward. 

The  market  facilities  of  Troy  were  greatly  improved  during  the  years 
1839  and  1840  by  the  erection  of  two  brick  market  buildings.  The 
first  was  Fulton  market,  which  was  built  on  the  site  of  the  old  ship- 
v.u'd  on  the  southwest,  corner  ol  River  and  Flbow  ( Fulton)  streets ;  the 
other  was  Washington  market,  situated  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Division  and  Second  streets.  In  the  second  story  of  each  building  was 
a  large  hall  in  which  public  meetings  of  all  kinds  were  held.  Loth 
markets  were  opened  to  the  public  in  May,  ISM.  The  first  market  in 
Troy  had  been  established  forty  years  before  in  a  long,  low  wooden 
building  in  the  middle  of  State  street  between  First  and  Second  streets. 
Six  years  later,  in  1.S0G,  a  new  market  building  was  erected  on  the 
northwest  corner  of  Third  and  State  streets,  and  in  1812  two  other 
markets  were  built,  one  in  the  northern  part  and  the  other  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  village.  To  meet  the  increasing  demands,  sixteen 
years  later  a  new  North  market  was  erected  on  the  south  side  of  Fed- 
eral street,  between  River  street  and  Fifth  avenue,  ami  a  new  South 
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market  was  built  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Division  and  .Second  streets. 
The  market  on  Third  and  State  streets  then  became  Centre  market. 
All  these  markets  were  finally  abandoned  when  the  new  markets  were 
established  in  18)5!). 

April  13,  IS;;1.),  the  Troy  Episcopal  Institute,  which  had  been  estab- 
lished the  preceding  year  by  Rev.  William  I'-.  Walker,  rector  of  Christ 
Episcopal  church,  was  incorporated.  It  was  located  on  the  east  side  of 
Eighth  street  between  Federal  and  Jacob  streets,  one  of  the  finest  sites 
in  the  city.  The  school  was  not  a  paying  institution  and  after  a  career 
of  less  than  three  years  it  was  closed. 

In  the  summer  of  1840  transportation  facilities  to  and,  from  Troy 
were  greatly  enhanced  by  the  construction  of  the  handsome  passenger 
and  freight  steamer  Troy,  which  began  regular  trips  between  Troy  and 
New  York  July  17.  The  steamer  was  294  feet  in  length  and  ill  feet 
in  width  and  cost  $100,000,  a  large  sum  to  be  put  into  a  steam  vessel 
in  that  period.  The  Troy  was  well  patronized  by  all  classes  of  trade 
and  its  owners  soon  realized  that  it  would  not  be  long  before  they 
would  be  compelled  to  put  a  companion  boat  on  the  line. 

Five  years  after  the  people  of  Troy  had  shown  the  inhabitants  of 
Albany  that  they  were  not  dependent  upon  the  latter  for  railroad  facil- 
ities and  had  begun  the  operation  of  the  Rensselaer  &  Saratoga  rail- 
road, the  construction  of  another  line  of  road  was  begun  under  circum- 
stances somewhat  similar.  When  the  Rensselaer  &  Saratoga  road  was 
constructed  the  Trojans  consulted  the  business  men  and  capitalists  of 
Albany,  with  the  end  in  view  of  securing  their  consent  to  the  extension 
of  the  Utica  &  Schenectady  railroad  to  Troy.  The  application  was 
vigorously  opposed  bv  Albanians,  however,  who  believed  that  bv  refus- 
ing to  give  their  consent  to  the  plan  the  matter  would  be  dropped  in 
Troy,  and  the  rapidly  increasing  and  very  valuable  trade  of  Central 
and  Western  New  York  would  continue  to  be  monopolized  by  the  busi- 
ness men  of  Albany.  But  the  latter  evidently  had  not  reckoned  upon 
the  indomitable  energy  which  characterized  the  people  of  Troy,  though 
it  had  been  illustrated  in  an  emphatic  manner,  for  the  Legislature  was 
immediately  petitioned,  May  21,  1.83(5,  to  pass  an  act  incorporating  the 
Schenectady  &  Troy  Railroad  company.  This  request  was  granted 
and,  the  Rensselaer  &  Saratoga  railroad  having  been  found  to  be  a 
paying  institution,  work  was  begun  in  1SJ0  upon  the  road  connecting 
Troy  and  Schenectady.  The  expense  of  the  work,  $049, 142,  was  borne 
by  the  city  of  Troy,  which  bonded  itself  for  that  amount.     The  first 
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regular  trains  were  run  over  the  road  beginning  in  November,  1842, 
the  ears  being  drawn  by  horses  across  the  Rensselaer  &  Saratoga  rail- 
road bridge  to  the  company's  office  on  River  street.  In  the  spring  of 
the  following  yeai  the  tracks  were  extended  along  River  street  from  the 
Troy  house  to  State  street,  in  order  that  both  roads  might  land  and 
receive  passengers  and  freight  at  the  steamboat  landing.  The  business 
of  both  the  railroad  company  and  the  steamboat  company  had  begun  to 
assume  large  proportions.  The  steamer  Empire,  a  companion  boat  to 
the  Troy,  began  running  regularly  between  Troy  and  New  York  May 
17,  L 84-3,  bringing  additional  business  to  the  railroads.  The  Empire 
was  much  larger  than  the  Troy,  being  330  feet  in  length,  with  360 
berths  and  72  staterooms 

The  development  of  local  transportation  facilities  boomed  in  those 
days.  With  a  railroad  from  Troy  to  .Saratoga  and  another  from  Troy 
to  Schenectady;  with  a  double  line  of  steamboats  from  Troy  to  New 
York  and  adequate  ferriage  across  the  Hudson,  the  people  of  Troy  be- 
gan to  see  great  possibilities  in  a  railroad  to  New  York  city.  As  early 
as  April  17,  1832,  a  charter  was  granted  the  New  York  and  Albany  Rail- 
road company,  upon  the  application  to  the  Legislature  of  a  number  of 
the  representative  men  of  Troy  and  Albany.  The  act  permitted  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  from  the  junction  of  Fourth  avenue  and  the 
Harlem  river  in  New  York  to  a  point  opposite  or  near  the  city  of 
Albany,  with  power  to  extend  the  road  to  Troy.  The  building  of  the 
road  was  delayed  for  several  years,  but  in  1840  and  IS  11  a  track  was 
laid  from  Greenbush  to  Troy;  but  its  use  was  temporarily  prohibited 
by  the  passage  of  a  law  in  IS42,  which  provided  that  that  section  of 
the  road  was  not  to  be  used  until  §'250,000,  in  addition  to  the  amount 
previously  expended,  were  actually  paid  out  lor  the  construction  of 
that  portion  of  the  New  York  &  Albany  railroad  south  of  the  northern 
boundary  of  Columbia  county.  This  legislation  was  enacted,  it  was 
charged,  at  the  instance  of  Troy's  old-time  enemy,  Albany,  which  was 
still  jealous  of  the  commercial  supremacy  of  the  former  city.  Within 
three  years,  however,  the  $1250,000  called  for  by  law  had  been  expended 
on  the  New  York  &  Albany  road,  and  May  1  1,  1845,  the  peopleof  Troy 
secured  a  charter  for  the  road  which  they  had  built,  under  the  name  of 
the  Troy  ev  Greenbush  Railroad  company,  and  one  month  later  trains 
on  the  road  began  making  regular  trips.  The  road  extended  to  Wash- 
ington street,  at  which  point  it  intersected  the  Schenectady  Ov  Troy 
railroad,  and  the  cars  were  drawn  by  horses  over  the  track  on  River 
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street  to  the  station  built  in  IS  15  at  the  intersection  of  River  and  King 
streets.  The  office  of  the  road  was  at  No.  L61  River  street.  June  1, 
1851,  the  road  was  leased  to  the  Hudson  River  Railroad  company,  the 
local  company  retaining  the  management  of  the  business  between  Troy 
and  Albany.  In  July,  1851,  an  office  was  established  at  No.  J!)7  River 
street  by  the  Hudson  River  Railroad  company  and  in  December  of  the 
same  year  through  trains  between  Troy  and  New  York  began  running 
on  the  new  road. 

A  good  idea  of  the  general  impression  of  Troy  among  strangers  at 
this  time  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  extracts  from  "  Histor- 
ical Collections  of  the  State  of  New  York,"  etc.,  written  by  John  W. 
Barber,  a  noted  historical  writer,  and  Henry  Howe,  also  a  writer  of 
considerable  repute,  and  published  in  New  York  in  1841: 

The  city  of  Troy  is  regularly  laid  out,  on  a  plan  similar  to  that  of  Philadelphia. 
The  principal  street  is  River  street,  which  extends  along  the  Hudson  the  whole  length 
of  the  city,  and  is  ornamented  with  many  splendid  and  spaeious  stores.  It  is  the  thea- 
tre of  a  very  extensive  business.  The  remaining  portion  of  the  place  generally  ex- 
hibits the  quiet  aspect  of  the  country.  Many  of  the  buildings,  both  public  and  pri- 
vate, are  spacious  and  elegant,  'the  court-house,  built  of  Sing  Sing  marble,  is  a 
splendid  ediliee,  after  the  Grecian  model.  St.  Paul's  church  is  a  noble  Gothic  edifice, 
erected  at  an  expense  of  about  50,000  dollars.  There  are  in  Troy  twelve  places  of  pub- 
heworship — viz.,  3  Presbyterian, 2 Episcopal, 2 Methodist,  1  Scotch  Presbyterian,  1  Ro- 
man Catholic,  I  African  church  and  '2  Friends  meeting  houses.  ( >n  the  Wynant  and 
Poestens  Kills,  which  here  empty  into  the  Hudson,  are  several  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments. The  city  is  abundantly  supplied  with  excellent  water  from  the  neighbor- 
ing hills.  Hydrants  are  |  ilaced  at  I  he  corners  of  the  streets  with  hose  attached,  which 
in  case  of  lire,  as  the  natural  head  of  the  water  is  75  feet  above  the  city  level,  super- 
sedes the  use  of  lire  engines.  Troy  is  indebted  in  a  great  measure  for  its  pros- 
perity to  its  advantageous  situation,  and  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  her  inhabi- 
tants. She  has  extensively  availed  herself  of  t  he  facilities  afforded  by  the  i  ivcr  and 
the  Urie  and  the  Champlaiu  canals.  The  tides  of  the  Hudson  frequently  as- 
cend to  a  dam  thrown  across  the  river  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  centre  of 
the  fit)'.  By  means  of  a  lock,  sloop  navigation  is  thus  afforded  to  the  village  of 
Waterford.  Within  the  last  few  years  Troy  has  increased  rapidly  in  wealth  and 
population.  In  1820  her  population  was  5,208;  in  1880,  11,560;  in  1840,  19,373.  The 
Rensselaer  &  Saratoga  railroad,  2*1  miles  to  Ballston  Spa,  crosses  the  Hudson  at 
this  place  by  a  bridge  1,000  feel  in  length.  .  .  .  The  Troy  Female  Seminary, 
li  icated  in  this  place,  holds  a  high  rank  among  institutions  of  learning  in  our  country. 
John  II.  and  Sarah  L.  Willard  are  the  principals,  and  Nancy  Hinsdale  the  vice- 
principal;  there  are  besides  'Jl  teachers  and  officers.  .  .  .  This  school  has  edu- 
cated at  least  live  thousand  pupils;  of  whom  about  one-tenth  have  been  teachers, 
and  it  has  furnished  principals  for  many  of  the  most  distinguished  female  schools  in 
every  part  of  the  Union.  The  present  principal  of  this  seminary,  Mrs.  Sarah  L. 
34 
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Willard,  spent  nineteen  years  in  the  institution  as  pupil,  teacher  and  vice-principal, 
before  assuming  its  government.  But  the  larger  number  of  the  young  ladies  here 
educated  have  married,  and  are  now,  many  of  them,  standing  in  the  first  circles  and 
among  the  first  women  of  our  country  in  regards  to  piety  and  moral  worth,  domestic 
usefulness,  and  intellectual  and  social  accomplishments.  Several  of  the  pupils  have 
been  distinguished  as  authors.  About  twenty  teachers  are  constantly  employed. 
The  number  of  pupils  being  about  two  hundred,  gives  an  average  of  one  teacher  to 
ten  pupils,  .  .  .  Great  care  has  been  bestowed  on  health,  and  but  one  death  of  a 
pupil,  and  that  a  sudden  one  from  organic  affection  of  the  heart,  has  occurred. 
The  Rensselaer  Institute  is  an  excellent  institution  under  the  charge  of  Professor 
Eaton.  Many  young  men  are  here  fitted  for  the  profession  of  civil  engineering.  The 
system  of  leaching  is  thorough  and  practical. 

In  tlie  same  year,  the  Buffalo  Gazette,  the  leading  newspaper  of 
Western  New  York,  in  commenting"  upon  the  prosperity  induced  by  the 
energy  of  the  people  of  Troy,  said: 

The  Trojans  are  proverbial  for  their  enterprise  and  public  spirit.  Everything 
which  they  take  hold  of  "goes  ahead."  For  two  or  three  years  past  they  have  been 
endeavoring  to  compete  with  Albany  for  the  western  travel  to  New  York  and  the 
East.  For  this  purpose  a  railroad  had  been  constructed  to  Schenectady  which  inter- 
cepts the  great  western  line  at  that  point  and  upon  the  river  a  line  of  most  splendid 
steamers  has  been  put.  Having  recently  passed  over  this  route  we  can  speak  of  it 
advisedly.  The  railroad  is  one  of  the  best  constructed  in  the  United  States,  and 
passes  through  a  section  of  country  abounding  in  beautiful  scenery.  This,  with  the 
gentlemanly  attention  of  those  in  charge  of  the  cars — which  by  the  wav  are  superb — 
being  like  those  of  the  Attica  &  Buffalo  road — renders  it  a  trip  of  pleasantness  and 
comfort.  And  then  upon  the  noble  Hudson!  We  thought  we  hail  seen  steamboats 
on  our  own  Erie,  and  so  we  have,  some  of  the  finest  specimens  of  this  class  in  the 
world.  Hut  the  boats  comprising  the  Troy  line,  being  fitted  up  especially  for  passen- 
gers, surpass  in  beauty  and  magnificence  anything  we  have  ever  beheld  in  the 
shape  of  water  craft.  There  is  the  Buffalo — named  as  a  compliment  to  our  city — 
with  tin-  gentlemanly  and  attentive  Captain  R.  K.  Maey.  She  is  one  of  the 
most  elegant  boats  on  the  river.  The  Swallow,  Captain  A.  McLean;  the  Troy, 
Captain  A.  Gorham,  and  the  Empire,  Captain  S.  R.  Roe;  all  well  known  and 
popular  with  the  traveling  public.  The  two  former  compose  the  Night  Line  and  the 
two  latter  the  Day  Line.    The  Empire  is  the  longest  boat  on  the  river. 

A  lire  which  destroyed  many  thousands  of  dollars'  worth  of  property 
occurred  on  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  June  (I,  L841,  when  nine  wooden 
buildings  and  two  brick  buildings  on  the  west  side  of  River  street, 
hounded  on  the  north  Ly  Fulton  market  and  on  the  south  by  the  store  of 
Haight,  Gillespy&  Co.,  were  destroyed.  This  lire  was  the  most  disas- 
trous which  had  occurred  since  the  conflagration  of  1820.  On  the 
burned  area  several  handsome  business  buildings  were  immediately 
erected. 
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Two  years  after  the  founding  of  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Cross  by 
Mary  Warren,  wife  of  Nathan  Warren,  in  1844,  this  noble  woman,  as- 
sociating with  her  her  sons,  Nathan  B.,  Stephen  E.  and  George  H. 
Warren;  her  son  in-law,  Edmund  Schriver;  the  Rev.  ]ohn  Ireland 
Tucker,  pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Cross,  and  Amos  S.  Perry, 
established  "The  Warren  Free  Institute  of  the  City  of  Troy."  This 
day  school  for  girls  was  incorporated  May  1!),  1846,  it  having  been  es- 
tablished first  in  1815  by  Phoebe,  wifeof  Eliakim  Warren,  as  a  Saturday 
sewing  school  for  poor  girls.  At  her  death  in  1835,  Mary  Warren,  her 
daughter-in-law,  succeeded  her  in  its  management,  and  four  years  later 
changed  it  to  a  charity  day  school,  finally  incorporating  the  institution  as 
described.  When  the  latter  change  was  made  the  school  was  located 
in  the  old  Vanderheyden  mansion  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Eighth 
and  Grand  Division  streets.  April  5,  1859,  the  name  of  the  school  was 
changed  by  act  of  the  Legislature  to  "The  Mary  Warren  Free  Insti- 
tute of  the  City  of  Troy,"  the  act  providing  that  a  fourth  of  the  income 
of  the  institute  might  be  applied  for  the  instruction  of  children  of  both 
sexes,  and  a  fourth  for  maintaining  services  in  the  Church  of  the  Holy 
Cross,  of  which  the  institute  was  a  branch.  Joseph  D.  Lomax,  M.  I)., 
for  many  years  was  principal  of  the  boys'  department  of  the  school. 
The  building  was  burned  May  10,  1862-,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the 
following  year  the  new  school  building  south  of  and  adjoining  the 
church  was  opened.  This  is  the  edifice  now  occupied  by  the  insti- 
tute. 

The  year  1840  marked  the  introduction  into  Troy  of  the  first  Morse 
magnetic  telegraph  line.  In  June  of  that  year  the  construction  of  a 
line  between  Troy  and  Whitehall  was  begun,  and  July  "M  the  first  mes- 
sage was  sent  to  Saratoga  Springs  from  the  Troy  ofhee,  located  in  the 
basement  of  the  Athena-uni  building,  on  First  street.  August  0  the  line 
from  Troy  to  Buffalo  was  completed  and  the  first  message  sent  over 
those  wires.  October  (j  the  first  message  from  New  York  to  Troy 
was  received  by  way  of  Boston.  Moses  Johnson  was  the  first  super- 
intendent of  the  Troy  station.  The  operations  of  the  mysterious 
apparatus  created  a  widespread  interest  in  Troy  and  were  even 
more  inexplicable  to  the  wondering  masses  than  was  the  telephone,  in- 
troduced thirty  years  later. 

A  year  later  the  inhabitants  of  Troy  were  once  more  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  marvel,  tins  time  over  a  new  illuminating  gas  which  its 
inventors  endeavored  to  have  introduced  into  the  city.     July  19  of  that 
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year  ail  exhibition  of  the  wonderful  qualities  of  the  gas  was  given  in 
front  of  the  court  house,  which  resulted  in  creating  such  a  general  de- 
mand, for  its  introduction  in  Troy,  that  February  Hi,  1848,  the  Troy 
Gas  Light  company  was  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000. 
Of  this  amount  $1 1,000  was  subscribed  by  Trojans  and  the  balance  by 
Philadelphia  capitalists.  Conduits  were  laid  at  once  and  the  streets  of 
the  city  and  many  public  and  private  buildings  were  ilium  mated  by  gas 
for  the  first  time  on  the  evening  of  October  2,  1848.  An  attempt  had 
been  made  many  years  before,  first  as  early  as  1818,  to  introduce  an 
inferior  quality  of  gas;  and  March  29,  1825,  a  number  of  citizens  even 
went  so  far  as  to  become  incorporated  as  "  The  Troy  Gas  Light  com- 
pany," with  a  capital  stock  of  $150,000,  but  the  company  never  began 
the  manufacture  of  gas  and  the  project  ended  with  the  granting  of  the 
charter.  The  leading  spirits  in  this  early  unsuccessful  company  were 
Nathan  Warren,  George  Tibbits,  Richard  P.  Hart,  .Samuel  McCoun, 
John  1).  Dickinson,  Jedediah  Tracy,  Gurdon  Corning,  Elias  Patterson, 
Gilbert  Reilay,  Daniel  Southwick,  John  Paine,  John  Gary,  Warren 
Kellogg,  James  Van  Schoonhovcn,  James  Van  Brackle,  Jeremiah  Dau- 
chy,  Ephraim  Gurley,  Alsop  Weed  and  Gurdon  Grant. 

St.  Peter's  Roman  Catholic  church,  which  was  built  in  1826and  1827 
on  the  corner  of  Hutton  and  North  .Second  streets  and  later  enlarged 
by  a  brick  addition,  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire  February  10,  1.84-8, 
caused  by  sparks  from  a  stove-pipe.  The  new  church  was  erected  the 
following  year  and  was  dedicated  December  10,  1849,  by  Bishop  John 
McCloskey  of  Albany. 

The  third  of  the  disastrous  conflagrations  occurring  in  Troy  was  one 
which  began  about  0.  oO  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  Monday,  May  1.  ISIS, 
in  a  stable  in  the  rear  of  Mechanics.'  hall  on  the  east  side  of  River  street 
between  Congress  and  Ferry  streets.  Most  of  the  buildings  were  of 
wood  and  within  a  short  space  of  time  the  entire  block  was  destroyed, 
beside  the  McCoun  block  on  the  south  side  of  Congress  street  ami  five 
large  buildings  on  the  west  side  of  River  street.  Help  was  sent  from 
Albany,  West  Troy  and  Lansingburgh  and  the  firemen  of  these  places 
did  splendid  service  in  preventing  the  progress  of  the  flames  to  other 
parts  of  the  city.  No  lives  were  lost,  but  seventeen  horses  of  the  Troy 
and  Albany  stage  line  and  seven  belonging  to  S.  J.  i!v  A.  C.  Halstead 
were  burned  to  death. 

The  Troy  Board  of  Trade  was  organized  by  a  number  of  prominent 
merchants  and  shippers  October  13,  1841),  the  first  meeting  being  held 
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four  days  later  in  the  hall  in  the  Athenaeum  building;.  The  body  con- 
tinued in  existence  •>?  years,  during  which  time  many  products  were 
listed  and  the  business  men  of  Troy  and  vicinity  drawn  into  closer 
relations. 

The  consecration  of  Oakwood  cemetery  October  1(>,  1S50,  was  at- 
tended by  solemn  and  impressive  ceremonies.  The  plans  for  the 
establishment  of  this  handsome  and  imposing'  burial  ground,  which 
occupies  one  of  the  finest  sites  in  the  country  devoted  to  a  similar  pur- 
pose, had  their  inception  in  the  fall  of  1.84G,  when  a  number  of  citizens 
agreed  to  contribute  money  sufficient  to  purchase  and  lay  out  the  land 
selected  by  the  majority  of  them.  Their  original  plan  was  deemed 
impracticable,  ami  two  years  later  they  determined  to  take  advantage 
of  the  law  authorizing  the  incorporation  of  rural  cemeteries.  Conse- 
quently the  Troy  Cemetery  association  was  organized  September  9, 
1 S 4 S ,  with  Isaac  McConihe,  George  M.  Tibbits,  [ohn  Paine,  1).  Thomas 
Vail,  John  B.  Gale  and  Stephen  P.  Warren  as  trustees.  The  committee 
appointed  at  the  time  of  organization  reported  in  favor  of  the  selection 
of  the  present  site  on  the  high  hill  near  the  northeastern  limits  of  the 
city,  and  the  next  fall  the  trustees  purchased  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land  on  that  spot  ami  engaged  J.  C.  Sidney,  a  landscape 
architect,  to  lav  it  out  in  an  artistic  manner.  The  dedication  cere- 
monies were  very  impressive.  A  procession  headed  by  the  Watervliet 
Arsenal  band,  composed  of  the  officers  of  the  cemetery  association,  the 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  the  pastors  of  the  various  churches 
and  other  representative  citizens,  under  the  escort  of  the  local  military 
companies,  proceeded  from  the  court-house  to  the  grounds  under  the 
leadership  of  Colonel  A.  11.  Pierce,  grand  marshal.  The  exercises  began 
with  a  prayer  l>v  the  Rev.  I  h*.  Nathan  S.  S.  Beeman,  pastor  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  church,  followed  by  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  by  the 
Rev.  Robert  B.  Van  Kleeck,  pastor  of  St.  Paul's  church,  ami  the  sing- 
ing of  the  dedication  hymn  composed  for  the  occasion  by  Rev.  John 
Pierpont,  pastor  of  the  First  Unitarian  church.  The  dedicatory  address 
was  delivered  by  the  lion.  David  Buel,  jr.,  who  declared  the  name  of 
the  ground  to  be  Oakwood  cemetery.  The  exercises  were  brought  to 
a  close  by  the  benediction  pronounced  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  George  C.  Bald- 
win, pastor  of  the  First  Particular  Baptist  church. 

June  6,  1850,  witnessed  the  formal  inauguration  of  the  work  upon  the 
Troy  cv  Boston  Railroad,  a  charter  for  which  had  been  granted  April 
4,  1848.    As  early  as  1819,  during  the  construction  of  the  Erie  and  the 
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Champlain  canals,  it  had  been  proposed  by  a  civil  engineer  to  make 
a  canal  from  the  Atlantic  ocean  at  Boston  to  the  Hudson  river  at 
Troy.  The  project  was  investigated,  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  Massachusetts  Legislature  reporting  that  the  work  eonld  be  best 
accomplished  by  means  of  a  tunnel  through  the  mountains  of  western 
Massachusetts.  Before  any  practical  steps  toward  the  construction  of 
the  road  were  taken,  however,  the  era  of  steam  railways  had  dawned 
and  the  canal  project  gave  way  to  plans  for  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road over  the  same  route.  In  18-1-9  several  Troy  capitalists  had  surveys 
made  for  a  road  from  Troy  to  the  Vermont  line,  for  the  purpose  of 
reaching  Boston  temporarily  byway  of  Rutland,  Vt.,  and  ultimately 
by  way  of  Greenfield,  Mass.,  through  the  contemplated  tunnel  through 
the  Iloosac  mountains.  The  survey  proving  satisfactory  the  charter 
of  IK-IK  was  granted  and  the  work  was  begun  in  L850  as  stated.  The 
ceremonies  of  June  U  were  as  imposing  as  the  event  was  important.  A 
long  procession,  composed  of  the  militia  and  numerous  civic  organiza- 
tions, started  in  the  moi'ning  from  the  court-house  to  a  field  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  city,  near  the  line  of  Glen  avenue,  where,  after 
speeches  by  representative  Trojans,  General  form  K.  Wool,  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  company  and  a  most  enthusiastic  promoter  of  the  road, 
broke  the  first  ground.  Mayor  Day  O.  Kellogg,  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  company,  loaded  the  soil  upon  a  wheelbarrow,  which  Amos 
Briggs,  president  of  the  company,  dumped  to  the  ground  a  short  dis- 
tance away.  Alter  the  ceremonies  a  banquet  was  served  at  the  Troy 
house  in  which  more  than  a  hundred  persons  participated:  Thus 
started  the  work  progressed  favorably.  The  construction  of  the  Hoosac 
tunnel  was  begun  in  I  s,">  I  by  the  Troy  &  Greenfield  Railroad  company, 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  extending  a  credit  of  $:>,(K)O,(J00  to  facili- 
tate the  work.  On  the  evening  of  June  1852,  the  first  passenger 
train  on  the  Troy  lV  Boston  railroad,  from  Eagle  Bridge,  arrived  in 
the  city.  But  it  was  not  until  February  '.),  1875,  that  the  first  train  of 
cars  passed  through  the  Iloosac  tunnel.  October  L3  of  that  year  the 
first  passenger  train  from  Boston  arrived  in  Troy,  and  July  IT,  1870, 
the  first  through  train  to  Boston  left  Troy,  the  journey  occupying 
seven  and  a  half  hours. 

It  may  be  added,  in  connection  with  the  development  of  railways 
running  out  from  Troy,  that  the  city  about  this  time  was  a  prominent 
centre  for  the  manufacture  of  passenger  and  freight  cars,  winch  were 
sent  to  all' parts  of  the  country.    This  industry  was  started  in  18-11  by 
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the  manufacture  of  railroad  passenger  ears  at  the  works  of  Eaton  & 
Gilbert.  Eleven  years  before  the  works  of  Charles  Veazie  and  Orsa- 
mus  Eaton  had  turned  out  fifty  post  coaches,  used  on  the  various  stage 
lines  in  and  about  Rensselaer  county,  in  addition  to  which  many 
vehicles  of  other  kinds  were  made.  The  firm  of  Eaton  &  Gilbert  built 
the  first  eight -wheel  passenger  cars  used  on  the  Schenectady  &  Troy 
railroad.  In  1844  Edward  O.  Eaton  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  which 
was  then  known  as  Eaton,  Gilbert  &  Co,  In  the  year  1850  the  output 
of  this  concern,  which  at  that  time  was  located  on  Sixth  street,  be- 
tween Pulton  and  Albany  streets,  was  thirty  passenger  cars  and  158 
freight  cars,  besides  100  stage  coaches  and  fifty  omnibuses.  The 
stages  and  cars  built  by  that  establishment  were  used,  not  only  in  all 
parts  of  the  United  States,  but  also  in  Canada,  Mexico  and  South 
America. 

April  17,  1851,  two  new  wards  were  created  by  the  Legislature  by 
the  division  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  wards.  The  ninth  ward  was  de- 
fined as  "all  that  part  of  the  sixth  ward  bounded  by  a  line  running 
through  the  centre  of  Polk  street  eastwardly  to  the  centre  of  the  Green- 
bush  road,  thence  northerly  through  the  centre  line  of  the  road  to  a 
point  in  the  north  line  of  the  Bumstead  farm,  thence  easterly  along  the 
north  line  of  the  farm  to  a  point  in  the  west  line  of  the  Rensselaer 
county  poor  house  farm,  thence  northerly  along  the  west  line  of  the 
farm  to  the  northwest  corner  of  the  farm,  thence  northerly  to  the  Hol- 
low road,  thence  westerly  along  the  centre  of  the  Hollow  road  to  the 
centre  of  the  Poesten  kill,  and  thence  westerly  along  the  centre  of  the 
creek  to  the  Hudson  river."  The  tenth  ward  was  defined  as  all  that 
part  of  the  seventh  ward  lying  north  ot  a  line  running  through  the 
middle  of  I  lot >sick  st  root. 

Another  disastrous  fire,  entailing  a  loss  of  over  $50,000,  started  on 
the  afternoon  of  October  28,  1.852,  in  a  shed  in  the  rear  of  a  house  on 
Fulton  street,  between  Fifth  and  Sixth  streets.  Before  the  fire  could 
be  controlled  it  had  consumed  several  adjacent  buildings,  including  the 
car  works  of  Eaton,  Gilbert  &  Co.,  the  North  Baptist  church  and  Union 
Place  block. 

A  notable  trial  which  occurred  in  Troy  in  1853  was  that  of  a  woman 
supposed  to  be  Airs.  Henrietta  Robinson,  afterward  famous  as  the 
"veiled  murderess."  The  charge  against  her  was  murdering,  by  poi- 
son given  in  beer,  a  man  named  Lanigan  and  attempting  to  kill  by  the 
same  means  a  woman  visiting  at  his  house  in  Troy.     Throughout  the 
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entire  trial  the  accused  sat  with  her  face  heavily  veiled,  and  forever 
after  her  identity  remained  undisclosed.  The  mysterious  woman  was 
convicted  on  the  charge  and  sentenced  to  death,  but  the  sentence  was 
commuted  to  imprisonment  for  life  through  the  efforts  of  Judge  Harris, 
the  presiding  judge,  and  Martin  I.  Townsend,  her  chief  counsel.  In 
1896  Mrs.  Robinson  was  still  confined  in  the  State  Asylum  for  insane 
criminals  at  Matteawan,  N.  V. 

Two  banking  companies,  both  of  which  are  now  extinct,  were  organ- 
ized in  1853  and  1854.  They  were  the  Market  Dank  of  Troy,  incor- 
porated in  January,  1853,  with  a  capital  of  $200,000,  and  the  Troy  Sav- 
ings company,  incorporated  June  29,  1854.  The  first  named  began 
business  in  September,  18.").'!,  in  the  building  No.  280  River  street,  with 
Jeremiah  S.  Hakes  as  president  and  Albert  C.  Gunnison  as  cashier. 
The  bank  ceased  to  exist  in  January,  I  SUA,  being  succeeded  by  the 
National  Exchange  bank.  The  Troy  Savings  company  was  located  at 
No.  IS  First  street  and  began  business  with  Uri  Gilbert  as  president, 
Joseph  U.  Orvis  as  vice-president  and  John  P.  Albertson  as  secretary 
and  treasurer.  Its  business  never  was  very  extensive,  and  after  a 
career  of  twenty-six  years  it  discontinued  business. 

By  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York  State  the  exclusive 
right  to  operate  steam  or  other  ferries  across  the  Hudson  river  opposite 
the  city  of  Troy  by  the  heirs  to  the  Vanderheyden  estate  and  their  suc- 
cessors was  annulled,  and  the  right  to  receive  tolls  by  the  persons  or 
companies  operating  the  ferries  became  a  State  franchise.  Ever  since 
182U  steam  ferryboats  had  been  running  across  the  river  to  and  from 
Gibbonsville,  the  first  one  having  been  constructed  especially  for  John 
G.  Vanderheyden.  When  the  decision  oi  the  Supreme  Court  was 
handed  down  a  third  ferry  was  established  as  the  foot  of  Broadway, 
landing'  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  at  the  south  end  of  Green 
Island.  It  was  not  until  some  time  after  the  construction  of  the  State 
dam  that  the  fourth  ferry,  running  between  the  foot  of  Douw  street, 
Troy,  and  Tibbits  street,  Green  Island,  was  established.  The  first  and 
only  very  serious  accident  on  any  of  these  lines  occurred  on  the  morn- 
ing of  October  13,  1854,  when  the  ferry  boat  plying  between  the  city 
and  Green  Island  was  upset  in  midstream  by  swells  from  the  steam- 
boat Alice,  throwing  its  seventeen  passengers  in  the  water,  eleven  of 
whom  were  drowned. 

The  next  important  chapter  in  the  history  of  railroad  development 
in  Troy  centres  about  the  organization  of  the  Troy  Union  Railroad 
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company.  As  we  have  seen,  the  first  tracks  of  the  Rensselaer  &  Sara- 
toga railroad,  which  were  also  used  by  the  Schenectady  &  Troy  Rail- 
road company,  were  laid  from  the  Green  Island  bridge  down  River 
street  to  First  and  thence  to  the  front  of  the  Athena-um  building.  Soon 
after  the  opening  of  these  roads  the  business  men  of  Troy  and  others 
began  to  complain  of  the  inconvenience  caused  by  running  cars  on 
these  streets,  particularly  on  River  street,  the  principal  business 
thoroughfare.  This  feeling  finally  culminated  in  a  general  desire  that 
the  tracks  be  taken  up  and  removed  to  some  other  street  where  the 
running  of  the  cars  would  not  so  seriously  interfere  with  local  street 
traffic  and  general  business.  Consequently,  on  petition  of  the  citizens 
of  Troy,  the  Legislature,  June  20,  1851,  authorized  the  city  and  the 
different  railroad  companies  to  form  a  stock  company  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  through  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  city.  In  accord- 
ance with  this  permission  the  Troy  Union  Railroad  company  was  organ- 
ized July  'l\  of  the  same  year.  The  work  of  construction  was  delayed 
some  time  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  streets  which  might  best 
be  set  apart  for  the  new  railroad,  and  it  was  not  until  December  li, 
1852,  that  the  city  authorities  granted  the  company  a  franchise  to  use 
each  side  of  Sixth  street,  between  Fulton  and  Albany  streets,  for  a 
passenger  depot,  and  to  change  the  course  of  Sixth  street  at  that  point 
if  necessary.  Soon  after  this  the  work  of  construction  was  begun. 
March  14,  ISA:;,  the  company  purchased  of  Orsamus  Eaton  his  property, 
located  on  the  site  chosen  for  a  depot,  and  the  erection  of  that  struc- 
ture was  begun.  New  tracks  connecting  with  the  Troy  cVr  Greenbush 
railroad  were  laid  on  Sixth  street,  and  another  line  was  laid  to  the 
Rensselaer  \  Saratoga  railroad  bridge. 

Meantime  other  plans  for  the  betterment  of  Troy's  railroad  facilities 
were  in  progress.  The  ow  nership  of  the  Schenectady  &  Troy  railroad, 
and  its  operation  and  maintenance,  had  proven  a  heavy  burden  for  the 
city  and  soon  after  the  organization  of  the  Troy  Union  Railroad  com- 
pany a  number  of  citizens  petitioned  the  Common  Council  to  sell  the 
Schenectady  &  Troy  railroad  for  as  large  a  sum  as  it  would  bring.  Six 
months  afterward  the  committee  to  whom  the  matter  had  been  referred 
tor  investigation  reported  in  favor  of  selling  the  road  for  not  less  than 
$200,000.  January  24,  1851),  a  committee  consisting  of  Mayor  George 
Could,  Recorder  Gilbert  Robertson,  jr.,  Alderman  Jonathan  Kdwards, 
Alderman  Foster  Rosworth,  Russell  Sage  and  1  >.  Thomas  Vail  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  make  the  sale  at  not  less  than  the  price  men- 
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tioned.  In  accordance  with  its  instructions  the  committee  contracted 
to  sell  the  road  to  E.  D.  Morgan  for  $200,000,  March  1,  1.853,  who  was 
to  pay  $50,000  cash  upon  that  date  and  the  balance  in  fourteen  years, 
with  six  per  cent,  semi-annual  interest  after  March  L,  1858.  The  new 
owner  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  city  to  keep  the  road  in  good 
condition  and  to  fulfill  the  agreement  between  the  city  and  the  Troy 
Union  Railroad  company.  The  sale  was  immediately  confirmed  by  the 
Common  Council  and  the  necessary  papers  signed  by  the  mayor. 

The  Troy  Union  railroad  and  its  large  new  depot  were  opened  for 
business  February  22,  1854,  when  a  banquet  was  given  on  the  upper 
floor  of  the  building.  Five  new  passenger  cars  brought  from  Albany, 
by  way  of  Greenbush,  4-25  invited  guests,  including  125  members 
of  the  State  Legislature,  then  in  session,  several  of  whom  made 
addresses  speaking  in  most  flattering  terms  of  the  great  enterprise  of 
the  people  of  Troy.  From  this  time  on  the  interests  of  the  various 
railroads  centering  in  Troy  were  indissohibly  linked  together,  and  it 
may  be  'said  that  on  February  22,  1854,  a  new  era  of  prosperity  opened, 
not  only  for  Troy's  railroads  but  for  all  its  diversified  interests. 

'Idle  inhabitants  of  Troy  were  again  called  upon  to  suffer  a  great  loss 
by  tire  when,  on  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  August  25,  1854,  a  large  quan- 
tity of  lumber  and  several  blocks  of  buildings  were  destroyed.  The 
flames  originated  about  one  o'clock  in  a  brick  planing  mill  on  the  south- 
west corner  of  Front  and  Division  streets  and  quickly  consumed  the 
piles  of  lumber  south  of  the  mill.  From  there  it  continued  until  it  had 
burned  all  the  buildings  and  lumber  west  of  River  street,  from  Divis- 
ion street  to  fefferson  street;  all  the  buildings  of  any  kind  west  of  First 
street,  between  Liberty  and  Jefferson  streets,  and  nearly  all  the  struc- 
tures between  the  latter  streets  along  and  west  of  the  alley  between 
First  ami  Second  streets.  About  two  hundred  buildings  were  de- 
stroyed, including  among  the  most  important,  the  freight  depot  and 
repair  shop  of  the  Troy  &  Greenbush  Railroad  company,  the  chair 
factory  of  Edgerton,  Sheldon  &  Osborn,  the  bell  foundry  of  Jones  & 
Hitchcock  and  Parmenter's  machine  shop.  About  '20,000,000  feet  of 
lumber  was  also  burned,  and  fully  three  hundred  families  were  ren- 
dered homeless,  many  losing  all  their  possessions  excepting  the  cloth- 
ing they  wore.  Relief  was  extended  the  sufferers  by  residents  of  Troy 
and  other  cities.  On  this  occasion  the  local  lire  department  received 
valuable  assistance  from  lire  companies  in  Albany,  Lansingburgh, 
West  Troy,  Cohoes  and  Waterford.  A  conservative  estimate  of  the 
loss  places  it  at  about  one  million  (.lobars.  y 
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Troy  was  the  original  home  and  is  the  present  centre  of  the  linen 
collar,  cuff  and  shirt  industry  of  the  world.  The  collar  industry  was 
started  in  this  city  in  a  modest  way  by  one  man  in  the  year  1828.  If  is 
success,  collided  with  that  of  his  successors,  incited  emulation,  and 
several  other  firms  soon  entered  the  held.  The  great  convenience  of 
detachable  collars  and  cuffs  was  apparent  from  the  start,  and  the  de- 
mand for  them  soon  distanced  even  the  rapidly  increasing  production. 
This  continued  to  enlarge,  however,  until  it  seemed  that  the  limit  of 
consumption  must  have  been  reached.  But  it  may  almost  be  said  with 
truth  that  there  is  no  limit  to  the  demand.  The  competition  which  be- 
gan soon  alter  the  establishment  of  the  first  collar  manufactory  gave 
birth  to  man)'  new  fashions,  and  there  have  been  in  the  past  thirty  or 
forty  years  several  freakish  and  fantastic  periods  in  the  industry,  each 
one  of  which  was  followed  almost  immediately  by  reaction  to  forms 
less  radical.  During  this  time  practically  every  new  style  has  origi- 
nated in  the  city  of  Troy,  and  this  is  true  to-day. 

The  importation  of  English  collars  of  some  brands  began  about  the 
year  L875,  and  about  the  year  1884  German  collars  also  were  introduced, 
both  with  indifferent  success.  But  ever  since  its  inception  the  develop- 
ment of  the  domestic  manufacture  has  proceeded  with  marvelous 
strides,  though  with  occasional  brief  pauses.  Strangely  enough  the 
business  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  Troy,  where  over  a  score  of 
firms,  some  of  which  are  very  wealthy,  are  engaged  in  it.  Some  of 
these  establishments  are  very  large,  employing  many  hundred  persons 
in  each  and  maintaining  large  warerooms  in  several  large  cities  in 
various  parts  of  the  Union.  Unlike  many  other  branches  of  industry 
t hero  is  no  trust  or  combination  in  the  collar  business,  but  the  freest 
competition.  Al  any  grades,  I  rum  the  finest  of  linen  and  part  linen  and 
cotton,  to  all  cotton,  are  produced,  and  the  workmanship  in  all  grades 
has  been  brought  up  to  the  highest  standard  of  excellence.  The  wages 
paid  to  both  men  and  women  are  good,  and  the  industry,  taken  as  a 
whole,  is  a  splendid  illustration  of  modern  American  skill,  integrity  and 
indomitable  energy  and  enterprise.  With  the  branch  factories  which 
some  of  the  Troy  concerns  maintain  in  other  places,  such  as  Glens 
Falls,  Mechanicville,  BallstonSpa  and  Greenwich,  and  other  towns  even 
further  away,  the  value  of  the  annual  production  of  linen  and  cotton 
collars  and  cuffs  alone  by  the  Troy  concerns  is  about  $5,500,0011,  besides 
the  value  of  immense  quantities  of  men'sshirts  and  women's  shirt-waists. 
Paper  collars  and  cuffs,  which  were  in  general  use  at  one  time,  are  now 
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manufactured  in  small  quantities,  the  value  of  the  annual  output  being 
about  $300,000  only.  In  1880  the  annual  production  exceeded  in  value 
$1,500,000.  By  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth  century  a  paper  collar 
will  be  almost  an  anomaly.  Celluloid,  at  one  time  employed,  is  also 
rapidly  decreasing  in  the  popular  demand. 

To  the  Rev.  Lbenezer  Brown,  a  retired  Methodist  preacher,  be- 
longs the  credit  of  originating  the  collar  industry.  In  1828,  while  he 
was  established  as  a  dry  goods  merchant  at  No.  :>85  River  street,  south 
of  the  present  site  of  Fulton  market,  he  contracted  with  a  number  of 
women  to  make  and  launder  "string  collars."  For  six  years  he  con- 
tinued their  manufacture,  when  he  removed  from  the  city.  About  the 
time  he  left,  the  firm  of  Montague  &  Granger,  composed  of  Orlando 
Montague  and  Austin  Granger,  located  at  No.  222  River  street  on  the 
site  of  the  Hall  building,  began  the  business  on  a  somewhat  larger 
scale,  selling  their  wares  in  New  York  city  and  other  places.  In  18135 
Independence  Starks  began  the  manufacture  of  stocks  and  collars  at 
No.  (if!  North  Second  street,  soon  after  adding  a  laundry  for  his  own 
use  and  that  of  patrons  who  demanded  it.  About  the  same  time  Lyman 
Bennett,  witnessing  the  increasing  demand  for  the  product,  entered 
upon  the  new  industry  in  connection  with  his  trade  as  carpenter. 
The  collar  business  proving  more  profitable,  in  1 S ; ! 7  he  devoted  his 
time  exclusively  thereto,  in  1  s:!8  removing  his  factor)'  from  No.  24 
North  Third  street  to  No.  .'308  River  street,  and  in  185)5  moving  again  to 
No.  344  River  street,  where  he  entered  into  a  partnership  with  AI.  YV. 
Hicks  and  O.  W.  Edson  under  the  firm  name  of  Bennett,  1  licks  & 
Edson. 

By  this  lime  the  manufacture  ol  collars  had  become  an  established 
industry  in  Troy.  Other  (inns  and  individuals  picked  up  the  business 
from  time  to  time  and  scores  ol  women,  and  a  few  men,  were  given 
employment.  From  collars,  one  or  two  concerns  turned  part  of  their 
attention  to  the  manufacture  of  shirts  and  cuffs  about  the  year  1845 
Lawrence  Van  Valkenburgh  beginning  the  manufacture  of  shirts  in 
that  year  at  his  collar  factory  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Seventh  and 
Elbow  (Fulton)  streets. 

A  new  era  in  the  collar  industry  dawned  in  the  winter  of  1851-52 
when  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  of  the  then  recently  formed  sewing-machine 
manufacturing  firm  of  Wheeler,  Wilson  &  Co.,  visited  the  collar  manu- 
facturers of  Troy  to  introduce  the  newly  invented  machine  for  sewing. 
The  manufacturers  at  first  were  skeptical  as  to  Lhe  merits  of  the  inven- 
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tion  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  Mr.  Wheeler  finally  induced  one  of 
them,  Jefferson  Gardner,  to  agree  to  give  it  a  trial  in  his  factory. 
Several  were  sent  to  him,  and  they  at  once  proved  so  satisfactory  that 
more  were  ordered;  and  from  that  time  no  factor)'  was  able  to  enter 
into  the  competition  on  anything  like  a  fair  footing  without  the  use  of 
sewing  machines.  The  employes  of  the  factories,  too,  welcomed  the 
invention,  for  by  its  use  they  were  able  to  increase  their  earnings, 
which  before  had  averaged  no  more  than  fifty  cents  per  day,  to  four  or 
five  times  that  sum,  many  of  the  best  operatives  soon  earning  as  high 
as  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  day.  It  may  truthfully  be  said  that 
the  introduction  of  the  sewing  machine  marked  the  beginning  of  a  new 
era  in  the  collar  and  cuff  industry  of  Troy,  giving  it  an  impetus  that 
soon  placed  the  city  at  the  head  of  all  others  in  the  world  in  that  par- 
ticular, a  position  it  lias  ever  since  maintained. 

During  the  remaining  five  years  of  the  decade  from  IS.30  to  1800  but 
few  incidents  worthy  of  record  occurred  in  Troy.  One  of  the  most 
noteworthy  of  these  events  occurred  Sunday,  Februarys,  lS,r>7,  when 
the  high  water  in  the  Hudson,  which  on  that  day  reached  a  point  a  foot 
and  a  half  higher  than  was  touched  in  the  spring  of  18','yi,  carried  away 
the  covered  wooden  bridge  between  Green  Island  and  Van  Schaick 
Island,  across  one  of  the  bl  anches  of  the  Mohawk  river.  'Idle  structure 
was  carried  over  the  State  dam  as  far  the  Rensselaer  &  Saratoga  Rail- 
road company's  bridge  between  Troy  and  Green  Island,  where  it 
lodged.  Two  years  later,  on  the  evening  of  March  17,  1859,  another 
landslide  occurred  on  the  west  side  of  Mount  Ida,  when  many  hundred 
tons  of  clay,  loosened  by  the  thaw  which  had  been  in  progress  for  sev- 
eral davs,  came  in  an  avalanche  down  into  Washington  street  ruinin<> 
St.  Peter's  college,  which  was  then  in  course  of  construction,  and  caus- 
ing a  loss  to  that  institution  of  about  $12,000.  The  college,  a  Catholic 
institution,  had  been  started  si.\  months  before  when,  September  19 
1858,  Bishop  McCloskey  had  laid  the  corner  stone. 

Just  before  the  opening  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  a  thrilling  inci- 
dent, one  of  many  of  a  similar  nature  which  occurred  in  various  parts 
of  the  country,  created  a  great  sensation  in  the  city.  In  the  spring  of 
that  year  Charles  Nalle,  an  escaped  slave  from  Virginia,  was  employed 
as  a  coachman  by  Uri  Gilbert.  Feeling  secure  m  his  new  home  he 
foolishly  communicated  to  some  of  his  newly  formed  acquaintances  the 
fact  that  in  the  fall  of  L858  he  had  become  a  fugitive.  II is  owner  was 
informed  of  his  whereabouts  and  in  April.  1860,  United  States  Deputv 
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Marshal  J.  L.  Holmes  was  given  an  order  for  the  arrest  of  the  fugitive. 
Nalle  was  arrested  on  the  27th  of  the  month  and  taken  at  once  to  the 
office  of  United  States  Commissioner  Miles  Beach,  which  was  located 
on  the  second  floor  of  the  Mutual  bank  building  on  the  corner  of  First 
and  State  streets.  Martin  T.  Townsend  was  immediately  secured  by 
friends  of  the  prisoner  to  secure  his  release  if  possible.  While  Mr. 
Townsend  was  preparing  papers  requisite  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
the  intention  being  to  take  Nalle  before  Justice  George  Gould  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  York,  a  crowd  of  spectators,  in- 
cluding many  colored  persons,  had  gathered  about  the  office  of  Com- 
missioner Beach.  The  story  of  Nalle's  flight  from  the  land  of  slaver)' 
to  a  free  State  was  pathetically  told  by  one  of  his  colored  friends,  and 
almost  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  a  plot  was  laid  to  liberate  the  cap- 
tive from  the  hands  of  the  officers  oi  the  law.  The  excitement  increas- 
ing with  every  moment,  Chief  of  Police  Timothy  Quinn  was  ordered 
to  send  a  large  force  of  officers  to  the  scene,  with  instructions  to  quell 
any  signs  of  a  disturbance  as  soon  as  the}'  appeared.  The  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  secured  by  Lawyer  Townsend  was  served  upon  Marshal 
Holmes  at  four  r.  m.,  the  instrument  directing  the  latter  official  to  take 
the  prisoner  before  Judge  Gould  at  his  office,  No.  :','.)  Congress  street. 
As  the  prisoner  descended  the  stairs,  in  company  with  several  officers, 
all  were  instantly  surrounded  by  the  crowd  below  and  a  number  of 
colored  men  made  a  bold  dash  to  take  Nalle  from  his  custodians.  In 
an  instant  all  was  confusion.  The  mob  kept  the  city  policemen  so  far 
from  the  other  officers  as  to  prevent  them  from  rendering  any  assist- 
ance. A  moment  later  Deputy  Marshal  Morgan  S.  Upham  was  torn 
iron)  live  prisoner,  leaving  the  latter  in  the  hands  of  Marshal  Holmes. 
The  crowd  then  followed  on  to  Congress  street  where,  altera  desperate 
tight,  the  prisoner  was  released  ami  carried  to  the  loot  of  Washington 
street.  Here  he  sprang  upon  a  ferry  boat  and  was  taken  to  West  Troy, 
where  he  was  almost  immediately  captured  and  taken  to  the  second 
story  of  a  house  near  by.  The  rescuers  surmised  that  Nalle  had  not 
made  good  his  escape,  and  within  a  brief  space  of  time  300  of  them  cap- 
tured the  steam  ferry  boat  and  rushed  to  the  rescue.  The  temporary 
prison  was  taken  by  storm,  despite  the  free  use  of  pistols  by  the  West 
Troy  officers,  ami  Nalle's  friends  escorted  him  rapidly  down  Broadway, 
whence  he  jumped  into  a  wagon  that  was  in  waiting  and  was  carried 
westward  far  from  the  reach  of  the  unsuccessful  officers  of  the  law. 
After  remaining  for  a  while  in  the  woods  in  the  eastern  part  of  Sche- 
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nectady  count)'  he  proceeded  to  Amsterdam.  In  May  lie  returned  to 
Troy,  his  freedom  having  been  purchased  by  his  former  employer,  Uri 
Gilbert,  and  other  citizens  of  Troy. 

The  construction  of  the  first  street  railway  in  Troy  was  begun  July 
15,  1861,  by  the  Troy  &  Lansingburgh  Street  Railway  company,  which 
had  received  from  the  Common  Council  August  20,  I860,  a  franchise 
granting"  it  permission  to  construct  a  single  track  railroad  from  Lan- 
singburgh  to  Troy,  through  River,  Adams  and  Second  streets  to  a 
point  on  the  Greenbush  road  near  the  bridge  across  the  Wynants  kill. 
The  company  had  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000,  divided  into  shares  of 
$100  each,  and  its  first  officers,  elected  February  19,  1  SGI ,  were:  Presi- 
dent, Thomas  Symonds;  vice-president,  John  A.  Griswold ;  secretary 
and  treasurer,  Miles  Beach;  engineer,  William  Barton.  The  work  of 
construction  was  completed  in  a  trifle  over  six  months,  but  August  20 
the  first  passenger  car  was  drawn  over  the  partially  constructed  road 
by  a  single  horse.  The  road  was  finished  early  in  1802  and  in  the 
same  year  was  extended  to  Waterford.  Soon  afterward  the  first  road 
from  Troy  to  Cohocs  was  begun,  a  company  having  been  organized 
February  11,  18(.:2.  under  the  name  of  the  Troy  &  Cohoes  Railroad 
company,  with  John  A.  Griswold  as  president.  The  road  began  opera- 
tion October  1  1,  1803 

We  have  told  in  a  separate  chapter  of  the  history  of  Rensselaer 
county  of  the  several  regiments  of  Volunteers  in  Troy  and  vicinity  in 
the  early  clays  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  and  the  participation  of  the 
valiant  young  soldiers,  including  man)' residents  of  Troy,  in  that  mem- 
orable struggle.  1  luring  the  1<  ng  period  while  the  Rensselaer  county 
regiment.s  were  at  the  front  many  incidents  worth)-  of  chronicling, 
some  of  which  were  directly  related  to  the  war,  occurred  in  Trow 
One  of  the  most  noteworthy  of  these  incidents  of  the  first  year  of  the 
war  was  the  brief  visit  to  the  city  of  President-elect  Abraham  Lincoln, 
while  on  his  way  from  his  home  in  Illinois  to  his  inauguration  in  the 
city  of  Washington.  Mr.  Lincoln  arrived  in  the  city  on  the  morning 
of  Tuesday,  February  19,  1801.  Upon  his  arrival  at  the  Union  depot 
he  was  greeted  by  a  crowd  estimated  at  fully  30, 000  persons,  many  of 
whom  had  come  to  the  city  from  surrounding  towns.  Upon  an  open 
car  in  the  station  Mayor  Isaac  McConihe  made  a  brief  speech  welcom- 
ing the  distinguished  statesman  and  extending  to  him  the  hospitality 
and  freedom  of  the  city.  Mr  Lincoln  in  a  brief  address  returned  his 
thanks  for  the  mark  of  respect  which  had   been  paid  him,  after  which 
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D.  Thomas  Vail,  vice-president  of  the  Troy  Union  Railroad  company, 
conducted  him  to  the  train  of  the  Hudson  River  railroad,  which  was 
watting  to  receive  the  president-elect,  and  a  minute  later  the  latter 
was  on  his  way  to  New  York  amid  the  hearty  cheers  of  the  vast  con- 
course of  people  there  assembled. 

After  the  beginning  of  the  war  and  during  its  first  year  Troy  manu- 
facturers secured  numerous  contracts  for  munitions  of  war.  Many 
thousands  of  brass  fuses  for  artillery  projectiles  were  turned  out  by  the 
firm  of  W.  &  L.  E  Gurley;  a  large  number  of  army  wagons  and 
artillery  carriages  were  made  by  Eaton,  Gilbert  &  Co. ,  several  steel 
rifled  cannon  were  manufactured  by  Corning,  Winslow  &  Co.,  rifled 
brass  cannon  were  manufactured  bv  Jones  \'  Co.,  mortar  bombs  were 
produced  in  large  quantities  by  the  firms  of  Fuller,  Warren  &  Co.  and 
Knight,  Harrison  &  Paine;  and  immense  quantities  of  shot  and  shell 
of  various  sizes  were  sent  south  by  Swett,  Ouimby  &  Co.  Several 
oilier  firms  and  individuals  furnished  other  stores  for  the  government 
at  different  times. 

An  instance  of  the  high  spirit  of  patriotism  which  pervaded  the 
hearts  of  Trojans  in  these  stirring  days  was  seen  in  the  successful 
efforts  of  John  A.  Griswold  and  John  F.  Winslow,  both  of  Troy,  to 
obtain  for  Captain  John  Ericsson  the  contract  for  the  construction  of 
the  famed  iron-clad  "  Monitor,"  and,  in  conjunction  with  Cornelius  S. 
Bushnell  of  New  Haven,  in  their  assuming  the  responsibility  of  guaran  • 
teeing  the  government  against  all  loss  in  the  event  of  that  vessel  s 
proving  unserviceable  in  any  manner.  After  the  hazardous  experi- 
ment with  the  Monitor  had  been  tried  in  Hampton  Roads,  and  that 
remarkable  additon  to  the  Union  navy  had  been  proven  a  success,  it 
became  conceded  on  all  sides  that  the  vessel  would  never  have  been 
constructed  had  it  not  been  for  the  indefatigable  eff  orts  of  the  two  Troy 
men,  who,  from  the  start,  were  determined  to  allow  no  failures  to  dis- 
courage them  so  long  as  their  resources  were  not  exhausted. 

August  7,  18(11,  the  navy  department  advertised  for  bids  for  the  con- 
struction of  one  or  more  iron-clad  war  vessels.  In  response  thereto  C. 
S.  Bushnell  &  Co.  of  New  Haven  submitted  plans  and  specifications 
for  an  iron-clad  gun-boat,  the  Galena.  These  plans  did  not  meet  the 
requirements,  in  the  eyes  of  the  representatives  of  the  government, 
and  Mr.  Bushnell  went  to  New  York  to  consult  the  distinguished  engi- 
neer, Captain  Ericsson.  The  latter  had  already  prepared  a  plan  for  a 
small  but  powerful  floating  battery,  which  he  exhibited  to  Mr.  Bush- 
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nell  The  plan  was  then  presented  to  the  government  for  considera- 
tion, but  the  authorities  at  the  navj'  department  ridiculed  the  idea  that 
the  unique  vessel  whose  designs  they  had  seen  could  be  utilized  to  ad- 
vantage in  war.  Not  disappointed  Mr.  Bushnell  consulted  Mr.  Gris- 
vvold  and  Mr.  Winslow  by  telegraph,  with  the  result  that  the  Troy 
gentlemen  left  lor  Washington  September  3,  1861,  with  the  determina- 
tion to  use  all  the  influence  at  their  command  to  further  the  plans  of 
Captain  Ericsson  and  Mr.  Bushnell.  After  a  study  of  the  plans  both 
the  Troy  gentlemen  were  convinced  of  the  practicability  of  the  pro- 
posed vessel  and  agreed  to  go  before  the  naval  hoard  and  endeavor  to 
persuade  that  body  to  recommend  making  a  contract  for  the  construc- 
tion of  at  least  one.  Commodore  .Smith,  after  an  interview,  discour- 
aged the  project,  but  they  immediately  visited  President  Lincoln.  The 
latter  agreed  to  look  into  the  matter  and  the  next  day  he  attended  a 
meeting  of  the  board  at  the  office  of  Commodore  Smith,  in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  Griswold,  Mr.  Winslow  and  several  officers  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment. At  this  meeting  Mr.  Winslow  described  the  novel  manner 
in  which  the  proposed  vessel  would  operate,  but  even  then  few  of  those 
present  appeared  to  look  upon  the  project  as  practicable.  Mr.  Lincoln 
thought  differently,  however,  and  the  next  day  Commodore  Smith, 
much  to  the  delight  of  Mr.  Winslow,  informed  the  latter  that  the  naval 
board  would  recommend  the  construction  of  a  battery  according  to 
Captain  Ericsson's  plans,  provided  the  contractors  should  assume  all 
the  risk  of  the  experiment.  This  was  all  that  the  Troy  men  desired, 
and  both  agreed  to  shoulder  the  responsibility,  Mr.  Griswold  individ- 
ually, agreeing  to  see  that  the  inventor  should  lose  nothing.  In  the 
contract  with  the  government  the  three  men  who  had  thus  befriended 
Captain  Ericsson  guaranteed  that  the  vessel  should  be  ready  for  sea  in 
one  hundred  days  from  the  date — October -i,  1.801 — and  further,  that 
should  she  fail  as  to  speed  or  in  the  security  or  successful  working  of 
the  turret  and  guns  "with  safety  to  the  vessel  and  the  men  in  the  tur- 
ret," or  in  her  buoyancy  to  float  "her  battery  properly,  they  would  re- 
fund to  the  government  the  amount  of  money  advanced  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  construction. 

Contracts  were  at  once  made  with  Corning,  Winslow  &  Co.,  of  Troy, 
and  the  Rensselaer  Iron  Works,  of  which  Mr.  Griswold  was  one  of  the 
principal  proprietors,  for  all  the  armor,  bars  and  rivets  to  be  used  in 
the  construction  of  the  strange  craft,  and  the  work  was  begun  at  once 
and  pushed  with  all  possible  speed.  The  result  was  that  the  Monitor 
36 
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was  launched  at  Greenpoint,  Long-  Island,  January  30,  18(12,  just  101 
working  days  after  the  date  of  the  contract.  Then  came  the  trial  trip, 
the  mounting  of  her  guns,  the  journe)'  to  Hampton  Roads,  and  finally, 
March  9,  1802,  the  famous  engagement  with  the  rebel  iron-clad  Merri- 
mac,  in  which  the  confidence  of  her  inventor  and  his  hackers  was  vin- 
dicated beyond  all  question.  When  the  news  of  the  great  victory  was 
received  in  Troy  there  was  great  rejoicing,  for  every  patriotic  citizen 
had  awaited  with  intense  interest  to  hear  the  result  of  the  first  battle  of 
the  little  vessel  in  the  production  of  which  so  many  Trojans  had 
assisted.  On  the  evening  of  Saturday,  March  22,  about  400  of  the 
employes  of  the  Albany  Iron  Works  and  the  Rensselaer  Iron  Works, 
everyone  of  whom  doubtless  had  helped  work  out  the  metal  with  which 
the  Monitor  had  been  so  well  protected,  celebrated  the  event  by  a 
torchlight  procession  which  was  witnessed  by  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Troy.  In  the  parade  was  a  large  transparency,  on  one  side  of  which 
was  painted  a  picture  representing  the  battle  between  the  two  iron- 
clads, and  on  the  other  pictures  of  Captain  Ericsson,  Mr.  Griswold  and 
Mr.  Winslow,  with  the  inscription,  "  Honor  to  whom  honor  is  due, "and 
the  words  contained  in  the  dispatch  of  General  John  E.  Wool,  then  in 
command  of  Fortress  Monroe,  to  Mr.  Griswold,  telegraphed  on  the  day 
of  the  engagement — "The  Monitor  has  saved  everything  inside  and 
outside  the  fort. " 

The  great  fire  of  18G2,  as  it  became  known  in  later  years,  was  (me  of 
the  most  disastrous  blows  which  ever  fell  upon  the  city.  During  a  gale 
of  wind  from  the  northwest,  Saturday,  May  10,  at  noon,  sparks  fr< >m  a  lo- 
comotive set  fire  to  the  roof  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  old  Rensselaer  iV 
Saratoga  railroad  bridge,  and  almost  before  an  alarm  could  be  sounded 
the  limning  brands  were  living  before  the  wind  and  lading  11)1011  hun- 
dreds of  business  houses  and  residences  in  the  most  thickly  populated 
portion  of  the  city.  The  firemen  were  powerless  to  quench  the  fire  on 
the  bridge,  the  heat  being  so  intense  that  even  the  boldest  and  hardiest 
fighters  among  them  could  not  get  near  enough  to  do  effective  service. 
Before  the  bridge  was  destroyed  the  flying  pieces  of  blazing  shingles 
had  set  fire  to  hundreds  of  houses,  causing  the  occupants  to  flee  panic 
stricken,  leaving  everything  behind.  The  smoke  was  very  dense  and 
many  persons  fell  in  the  streets  while  trying  to  escape,  overcome  by 
the  parched  air.  The  scene  throughout  the  central  portion  of  the  city 
was  awful  beyond  description.  After  the  first  brief  and  desperate 
attempt  to  stay  the  fire  all  hope  was  abandoned  and  men  and  women 
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fled  through  the  streets  in  the  wildest  disorder.  The  path  of  the  holo- 
caust widened  as  the  flames  swept  on,  and  scores  of  buildings  winch  at 
first  were  supposed  to  be  out  of  danger  went  up  like  tinder.  In  less 
than  an  hour  and  a  halt  from  the  time  the  first  blaze  was  discovered 
the  element  had  cut  a  clean  swath  from  the  bridge  to  the  corner  of 
Seventh  and  Congress  streets,  a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile,  the 
ruined  district  being  in  some  places  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
width.  The  total  area  burned  over  exceeded  seventy-five  acres,  and 
the  buildings  burned  numbered  live  hundred  and  seven,  exclusive  of 
barns  ami  out-houses.  Several  lives  were  lost,  the  fatalities  including 
Dr.  Zenas  Cary,  an  aged  physician  residing  at  No.  Grand  Division 
street;  Ransom  S.  Haight,  who  was  burned  almost  beyond  recognition 
on  Seventh  street;  Thomas  O'Donnell,  an  aged  blind  man,  burned  to 
death  in  his  home  on  Green  street;  and  Mary  Dunlop  and  her  child, 
whose  bodies  were  discovered  after  the  tire.  The  tire  was  under 
control  six  hours  from  the  time  it  started. 

Among  the  prominent  buildings  burned  were  the  Second  Presbyte- 
rian church,  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Grand  Division  and  Sixth 
streets;  the  North  Baptist  church,  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Pulton 
and  Pifth  streets;  the  Associate  Presbyterian  church  on  the  east  side 
of  Seventh  street  between  State  street  and  Broadway,  and  the  Home 
Mission  close  by;  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute,  on  the  north- 
east corner  of  Sixth  and  State  streets;  the  Troy  Orphan  Asylum,  on 
the  north  side  of  Grand  Division  street  west  of  Eighth;  the  Church 
Asybmi,  on  the  south  side  of  federal  street  between  Sixth  and  Eighth 
streets;  the  Troy  City  bank,  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Grand  Division 
and  Fourth  streets;  and  the  depot  of  the  Troy  Union  Railroad  company 
on  ihe  site  oi  the  present  structure.  The  city  lire  department  was  as- 
sisted by  engines  and  lire  men  from  Albany,  Lansingburgh,  West  Troy 
Cohoes  and  Waterford.  The  actual  loss  to  the  city  of  Troy  was  in 
reality  much  greater  than  the  figures  established  by  the  adjusters  of  the 
various  insurance  companies,  which  were  as  low  as  they  could  be  made. 
According  to  their  appraisal  the  total  value  of  the  property  burned  was 
$2, 077, 892,  on  which  there  was  an  aggregate  insurance  of  $1,321,874. 
The  total  loss  on  real  estate  was  estimated  to  be  $1,380,080,  on  which 
there  was  an  insurance  of  $766,691;  and  the  loss  on  the  personal  prop- 
erty was  reckoned  at  $1,291,812,  on  which  there  was  an  insurance  of 
$555,183.  Before  the  end  of  the  month  the  people  of  Troy  and  other 
places  raised  about  $50,000  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers,  which  amount 
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was  still  further  increased  by  later  donations.  Two  months  after  the 
fire  nearly  '200  new  buildings  had  been  erected  or  partially  so,  and 
within  six  months  handsome  new  buildings  stood  upon  every  lot  except 
two  that  had  been  visited  by  the  conflagration. 

On  account  of  the  scarcity  of  practical  currency  which  was  so  com- 
mon during  the  years  of  the  war,  the  common  Council  of  Troy,  follow- 
ing the  example  of  other  cities,  September  18,  18G2,  authorized  the 
issue  of  notes  of  small  denominational  value  to  the  amount  of  $25,000. 
Upon  their  face  was  an  engraving  of  the  Rensselaer  county  court- 
house. The  notes  were  dated  October  I,  1862,  and  were  made  payable 
at  the  office  of  the  city  chamberlain  when  presented  in  sums  of  five 
dollars.  They  were  accepted  in  all  quarters  as  cash.  April  I,  1804, 
there  was  another  issue  of  the  notes  of  the  same  class,  to  the  value  of 
$104,071.20. 

July  '25,  1802,  the  city  was  practically  at  the  mercy  of  a  mob  who  op- 
posed the  drafting  of  men  for  the  army,  which  had  been  ordered  a  few 
days  before.  The  Troy  Times  had  been  outspoken  in  its  advocacy  of  the 
measure,  and  this  paper  was  made  the  especial  target  for  the  attack  of 
the  small  army  of  disgruntled  citizens,  the  majority  of  whom  were  rep- 
resentatives of  the  least  respectable  class  in  the  population. of  the  city. 
On  the  evening  of  July  14  a  meeting  of  these  men  was  held  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  city.  Fearing  that  they  might  make  a  demonstra- 
tion that  would  prove  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  community,  some 
of  the  citizens  induced  Sheriff  "Joseph  F.  Battershall  to  call  out  the  local 
companies  of  the  National  Guard.  This  was  done  at  once,  several  com- 
panies remaining  under  arms  at  the  armory  all  that  night  and  the  next 
day.  On  the  morning  of  the  loth  a  mob  of  lm)  men  formed  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  city  and  marched  northward  as  far  as  .Mount  Olympus, 
gaining  a  small  number  of  recruits  on  its  way.  At  first  its  numbers 
appeared  to  be  peaceable,  but  this  aspect  soon  wore  off  and  later  in  the 
day  rioting  began  on  a  scale  that,  caused  considerable  apprehension. 
On  their  return  from  Mount  Olympus  the  rioters,  despite  the  most 
earnest  efforts  of.  prominent  and  influential  citizens  to  persuade  them  to 
disperse,  entered  the  office  of  the  Troy  Times  at  No.  211  River  street 
and  threw  from  the  building  all  the  movable  appurtenances  upon  which 
they  could  lay  their  hands.  The  presses  and  engines  were  wrecked  and 
several  volumes  of  the  Times  published  in  early  years  were  thrown  into 
the  river  at  the  rear  of  the  building.  After  leaving  the  building  the 
demonstration  was  continued,  the  rioters  breaking  into  the  county  jail 
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during  the  absence  of  the  sheriff  and  liberating  eighty-eight  prisoners. 
Many  colored  people  were  also  grossly  maltreated  by  the  mob,  some  of 
them  sustaining  painful  injuries.  All  through  the  day  Rev.  Father 
Peter  Havermans,  John  A.  Griswold  and  other  influential  citizens  fol- 
lowed the  mob  from  place  to  place  and  on  several  occasions  dissuaded 
the  lawless  men  from  doing  damage  to  property.  Late  in  the  afternoon 
Recorder  John  Moran,  in  the  absence  from  the  city  of  Mayor  William 
L.  Van  Alstyne,  issued  a  proclamation  announcing  the  suspension  of 
the  draft  in  the  city,  but  the  rioters  were  too  excited  to  pay  much  at- 
tention to  the  decree,  and  continued  their  depredations  The  crowning 
act  of  their  lawlessness,  however,  occurred  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
when  they  made  an  attack  upon  the  residence  of  Martin  1.  Townsend, 
No.  105  vSecond  street,  broke  in  the  doors  and  windows,  wrecked  a  large 
amount  of  house  furnishings  and  carried  away  many  valuable  articles. 
Mayor  Van  Alstyne  having  returned  to  the  city  he  ordered  the  military  to 
the  scene.  When  the  rioters  saw  that  the  authorities  had  finally  deter- 
mined to  make  a  show  of  preserving  order  they  agreed  to  disperse,  pro- 
vided the  mayor  would  direct  the  military  to  return  to  the  armory.  This 
was  agreed  toand  soon  af  terward  tin-  mob  dispersed,  al  ter  having  driven 
scores  of  colored  men,  women  and  children  from  the  city  and  having 
ruined  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  property. 

The  first  class  was  graduated  from  theTroy  University  in  July,  1  Si;y. 
This  institution  was  the  only  one  ot  its  kind  ever  founded  in  Troy. 
In  185!  a  number  of  persons  interested  in  the  cause  of  higher  education 
proposed  to  establish  a  college  in  the  city  and  accordingly  a  meeting  of 
citizens  was  held  at  the  court  house  January  5  of  that  year  to  consider 
the  proposition  |uue  10  another  meeting  was  held,  at  which  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  solicit  funds  lor  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  the 
erection  of  a  building.  The  deep  interest  which  the  public-spirited 
citizens  of  Troy  took  in  the  project  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  the  sum 
of  $200,000  was  readily  raised  by  subscription  to  buy  a  site  and  erect 
a  building.  October  1,  1.85H,  the  corner  stone  was  laid  on  the  splendid 
site  on  the  east  side  of  Eighth  street,  afterward  occupied  by  St.  Joseph's 
Provincial  seminary,  and  two  years  later,  September  8,  L858,  the  first 
term  of  the  university  began  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  McClintock  as  pres- 
ident. The  first  class  numbered  about  sixty  students.  The  subscribers 
to  the  fund  for  the  institution,  it  appears,  were  either  unable  or  un- 
willing to  fulfill  their  contracts,  and  before  the  university  was  fairly 
under  way  it  was  found  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  maintain  it. 
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Accordingly  it  was  sold  under  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  for  $11,000  to 
the  real  estate  firm  of  Peck  &  Hill  man  for  $7,000,  the  liabilities  of  the 
institution  amounting  to  over  $55,00(1.  The  purchasers  offered  to  allow 
the  buildings  to  be  continued  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended if  money  enough  were  raised  to  pay  the  indebtedness;  but  this 
could  not  be  done  and  December  (i  the  property  w  as  sold  to  the  Rev. 
Father  Peter  Havermans,  agent  for  Archbishop  John  Hughes  of  New 
York,  for  $60,000.  This  was  a  great  sacrifice,  as  the  property  originally 
cost  $1 97,000.  Two  years  later,  in  October,  18(i4,  it  was  opened  as  a 
Roman  Catholic  provincial  seminary  for  the  education  of  priests.  De- 
cember 1  it  was  named  St.  Joseph's  Provincial  seminal  )'  and  consecrated 
by  Archbishop  fohn  McCloskey. 

January  29,  1807,  the  Troy  &  Lansingburgh  Railroad  company  re- 
ceived permission  from  the  Common  Council  to  lay  a  track  on  Mill  street, 
extending  the  road  from  the  Greenbush  road  to  Vandenburgh  avenue; 
also  to  la)'  a  track  from  the  the  intersection  of  Second  and  Fourth 
streets  northward  on  Fourth  street  to  Congress  street,  and  through  the 
latter  to  Third  street,  thence  to  Fulton,  there  to  intersect  the  track  on 
River  street.  By  this  improvement  Troy  was  afforded  additional  street 
railway  facilities  which  were  greatly  appreciated  by  all  classes. 

St.  Vincent's  Female  Orphan  Asylum  received  its  name  and  under- 
went important  changes  in  1865,  though  the  history  of  the  institution 
dates  from  the  vear  IS  18.  In  that  year,  through  the  efforts  of  the  Rev. 
Peter  Havermans,  rooms  were  set  apart  in  the  Troy  hospital  as  a  tem- 
porary home  for  a  number  of  female  orphans  for  whom  he  was  caring. 
Having  secured  pledges  for  enough  money  to  build  a  permanent  home 
for  orphans  work  was  begun  in  18515,  when  the  cornerstone  of  St. 
Marx  's  Female  Orphan  Asylum  was  laid  on  the  west  side  of  Hill  street 
between  Adams  and  Washington  streets.  It  was  occupied  for  the  lirst 
time  in  the  following  year,  but  four  years  later,  the  building  being  found 
iiii.su i ted  to  the  purposes  of  the  institution,  it  was  moved  to  185  Third 
street.  I ts  name  was  changed  to  St.  Vincent's  Female  Orphan  Asy- 
lum, and  in  the  following  year  the  buildings  Nos.  20  and  22  Liberty 
street  were  purchased.  The  Troy  hospital  building,  on  the  corner  of 
Fifth  and  Washington  streets,  was  secured  in  1872,  and  here  the  asy- 
lum was  maintained  until  September  7,  L8SG,  when  the  present  impos- 
ing building  on  the  east  side  of  Eighth  street,  between  Federal  and 
Jacob  streets,  overlooking  the  entire  city,  hav  ing  been  erected  that 
vear,  was  occupied. 
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The  erection  of  the  present  Troy  hospital  was  begun  June  28,  18G8, 
when  tlie  cornerstone  was  laid  by  Bishop  J.  |.  Conroy  of  Albany. 
The  history  of  the  hospital  dates  back  to  the  year  [845,  when  the  city 
was  compelled  to  erect  temporary  buildings  for  the  care  of  fever- 
stricken  immigrants  who  came  from  Ireland  during  the  famine  in  that 
country.  As  the  majority  of  these  sufferers  were  Catholics  the  Rev. 
Peter  Havermans  interested  himself  in  their  behalf,  with  the  result  that 
money  was  raised  for  the  erection  of  a  hospital.  The  site  selected 
for  it  was  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Washington  and  Fifth  streets, 
where  the  corner  stone  was  laid  August  15,  J  8-1 S,  by  General  John  K. 
Wool.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  structure  in  1850  it  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity.  When  the  Troy  &  Greenbush  rail- 
road was  constructed  the  noise  attendant  upon  the  passage  of  trains 
made  that  location  an  undesirable  one  and  in  April,  18GG,  the  hand- 
some property  of  Ebenezer  Prescott  on  Eighth  street  at  the  head  of 
Fulton  was  purchased.  June  "28,  18G8,  the  cornerstone  of  the  new 
hospital  was  laid  by  Bishop  Conroy,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  following 
year  it  was  occupied  for  the  first  time.  Ever  since  its  foundation  it  has 
been  in  charge  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity. 

The  ceremonies  attending  the  burial  in  Oakwood  cemetery  of  that 
gallant  soldier,  Major-General  George  Henry  Thomas,  who  died  in  San 
Francisco  March  28,  1870,  occurred  April  7  of  the  same  year  and  were 
most  imposing.  The  body  lay  in  state  in  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  church 
during  the  earl)'  part  of  the  day,  and  the  funeral  pageant  was  one  of 
the  most  notable  ever  witnessed  in  Troy.  Many  of  the  nation's  great 
soldiers  and  statesmen  were  present,  including  President  Ulysses  S. 
Grant  aiui  his  cabinet,  General  William  T.  Sherman,  General  Philip  11. 
Sheridan  and  General  George  G.  Meade. 

On  account  of  the  rapid  increase  in  the  population  of  the  city  the 
State  Legislature,  in  response  to  a  request  of  the  citizens  of  Troy,  on 
April  29,  IK^O,  increased  the  number  of  wards  in  the  corporation  by 
dividing  the  eighth,  ninth  ami  tenth  wards  and  thus  creating  three 
additional  wards.  That  part  of  the  eighth  ward  lying  south  of  a  line 
running  easterly  through  the  middle  of  Adams  street  and  a  line  run- 
ning southeasterly  through  the  middle  of  Mill  street  from  its  junction 
with  Adams  street,  to  a  point  in  the  middleof  the  Poestenkill  creek,  was 
constituted  as  the  eleventh  ward;  that  part  of  the  ninth  ward  lying 
southerly  of  a  line  running  easterly  through  the  middle  of  Jackson  and 
Trenton  streets  became  the  twelfth  ward;  and  that  part  of  the  tenth 


288 


LANDMARKS  OF  RENSSELAER  COUNTY 


ward  lying  northerly  of  a  line  running'  through  the  middle  of  Middle- 
burgh  street  became  the  thirteenth  ward.  May  3  of  the  same  year  the 
name  of  the  corporation,  which  since  the  granting  of  the  old  charter  of 
April  12,  lsifi,  had  been  "The  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  and  Com 
monalty  of  the  City  of  Troy,"  was  changed,  by  act  of  the  Legislature, 
to  "The  City  of  Troy." 

The  evolution  of  the  theatre  in  Troy  would  make  a  long  and  inter- 
esting chapter  in  itself,  but  in  a  work  of  this  character  all  that  can  be 
done  is  to  touch  upon  a  few  of  the  prominent  points  in  the  history  of 
public  amusements  in  the  city.  (  >ne  of  Troy's  well  known  historical 
writers  gives  the  following  sketch  of  the  development  of  this  feature 
of  life  up  to  the  construction  of  the  two  leading  theatres  of  the  city:1 

The  first  dramatic  exhibition  given  in  Troy  was  that  of  the  "Muse  in  Good 
Humor,"  at  Ashley's  Inn.  on  Monday  evening,  May  20th,  17!t;i,  by  "Mr.  Moore,"  who 
had  as  a  member  of  a  theatrical  company  played  in  Albany,  in  December,  1785.  The 
tickets  for  the  admission  of  adults  were  sold  at  two  shillings  and  sixpence,  and  those 
admitting  children  at  one  shilling  and  sixpence.  The  evening's  entertainment  be- 
gan at  half-past  seven  o'clock  precisely.  An  African  lion,  "  ten  years  old,  three  feet 
four  inches  high,"  and  "eight  feet  from  his  nostrils  to  the  end  of  his  tail,"  was  ex- 
hibited for  a  number  of  days,  in  October,  1801),  at  Ashley's  Tavern.  Grown  pet- 
sons  were  charged  two  shillings,  and  children  one  shilling  for  the  gratification  of 
seeing  "the  King  of  Beasts."  In  August,  IKOo,  "a  new  and  elegant  collection  of 
wax  figures"  was  placed  on  exhibition  in  "Piatt  Titus'  Long  Room,"  by  "Messrs. 
Bishop  &  Dawson."  [n  October,  1805,  "a  live  elephant,"  on  exhibition  at  Moulton's 
Coffee  House,"  was  seen  for  twenty-live  cents  by  the  curious  inhabitants  of  the  vil- 
lage. In  December,  1822,  "  a  novel  exhibition  of  natural  curiosities"  was  "  viewed 
at  Mr.  Babcock's  hotel,"  on  River  street.  The  advertised  attractions  of  the  show 
embraced  a  dwarf  cow  from  Spain,  two  feet  nine  inches  high,  "allowed  by  butchers 
of  New  Noil,  to  be  a  complete  model  of  beauty  in  the  animal  creation;"  a  living 
cocatci ,  an  animal  ol  the  ape  family,  having  a  "  groat  use  of  his  tail ,  "  and  a  learned 
bear  which  could  "read,  spell,  subtract,  multiply  and  divide,"  and  "make  out  any 
number  with  figures."  The  ears  of  the  people  visiting  this  aggregation  of  wonders 
were  to  be  charmed  with  "  music  on  King  David's  cymbal;"  an  instrument  as  adver- 
tised, "of  the  kinds  used  so  much  by  the  ancients,  and  calculated  to  excite  anima- 
tion, it  being  plaintive,  lively  and  melodious."  Also  by  "  music  on  the  Leaf,"  accom- 
panied by  the  violin  and  organ.  The  sounds  produced  by  the  "Leaf,"  they  were 
further  informed,  were  "admired  by  the  lovers  of  music,  and  considered  a  great 
curiosity."  In  April,  1821!,  Mr.  Kcene  was  heard  as  a  vocalist  in  a  concert  at  Bab- 
cock's City  Hotel,  who  played  accompaniments  on  the  piano-forte.  A  card  of  admis- 
sion could  "be  had  at  the  bar"  lor  one  dollar.  In  May,  1827,  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss 
Russell  were  seen  in  a  theatrical  entertainment  at  Mr  Churchill's  store-room,  on  the 
corner  of  Fifth  and  Ferry  streets.  The  pieces  were  "selected  from  moral  au- 
thors."   The  front  seats  were  reserved  for  ladies. 


i  Troy's  One  Hundred  Years,  by  A.  J.  Weise. 
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The  opening  of  the  Troy  Theatre,  in  the  Assembly  Room  of  the  Rensselaer 
House,  on  Tuesday  evening,  September  Dili,  1828,  by  "Mr.  Parker,"  with  his  "  theat- 
rical corps,"  was  a  local  event  of  considerable  interest  to  those  who  could  "consci- 
entiously enjoy"  a  play  when  public  sentiment  was  so  adverse  to  dramatical  exhibi- 
tions. "  Douglass,  or  the  Noble  Shepard,"  and  a  farce,  "Raising  the  Wind,"  were 
performed  the  first  night.  "The  Young  Widow,"  "Family  Jars,"  "Fortune's 
Frolic,"  "Venice  Preserved,"  "The  Village  Lawyer,"  ami  "Miss  in  her  Teens," 
were  billed  lor  Friday,  Saturday,  Tuesday,  and  Friday  nights  of  that  and  the  follow- 
ing week.  The  Assembly  Room,  having  been  titled  lor  a  summer  theatre,  with 
boxes  for  ladies,  "The  Mountaineers"  was  played  there  by  a  traveling  company  on 
Tuesday  night,  July.  21st  1820;  Joseph  Jefferson,  the  grandfather  of  Joseph  Jeffer- 
son, the  distinguished  actor,  making  his  first  appearance  as  "Sadi,"  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
Jefferson,  his  daughter-in-law  (Miss  Burke,  before  marriage),  "  celebrated  no  less 
as  an  actress  than  a  songstress,"  taking  the  part  of  "Agnes."  On  the  following 
evening,  July  22d,  "Mods.  &  Mad.  Canderbeeck,  from  Brussels,  the  capital  of 
lielgia,"  attracted  an  audience  to  a  vocal  and  instrumental  conceit,  at  the  court- 
house in  State  street. 

Iii  I  S"P.)  the  hall  on  the  second  floor  of  the  North  market  was  opened  as 
the  Troy  theatre.  February  IS-]?,  the  hall  on  the  second  floor  of 
Fulton  market  was  also  opened  as  a  theatre,  and  about  the  same  time 
the  hall  on  the  second  floor  of  Washington  market  was  fitted  up  for 
similar  purposes.  For  several  years  theatrical  entertainments  were 
held  in  the  hall  in  the  Cannon  Place  building.  August  2d,  1  S-17,  Peale's 
Troy  museum,  mi  the  northeast  corner  of  River  and  Fulton  streets,  was 
opened.  In  1855  the  Troy  Adelphi,  having'  a  seating'  capacity  of  1,400, 
was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  Griswold  opera  house,  on  the  east  side  of 
Third  street  between  Fulton  and  Albany  [State],  by  the  Troy  Dramatic 
Building  association.  ( )n  the  night  of  ( )ctober  2  of  the  same  year  it  was 
opened  to  the  public.  The  building  was  destroyed  by  fire  early  in  the 
mi  ruing  of  October  10,  1  StiM,  and  Griswold  hall,  named  in  honor  of  1 1  on. 
|ohn  A.  Griswold,  was  erected  the  next  year  on  its  site.  Griswold  hall 
was  opened  January  11,  180-1,  but  1  his  building  too  was  burned  April  1, 
1871.  Soon  after  the  construction  of  the  Griswold  opera  house  was 
begun  on  the  site  of  the  two  burned  buildings,  the  formal  opening 
occurring  October  ;30,  1871.  The  play  that  evening  was  "Lady  of 
Lyons,"  the  role  of  "  Pauline"  being  taken  by  Mrs.  Pmma  Waller,  the 
lessee.  Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  Griswold  opera  house,  Rand's 
hall,  located  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Congress  and  Third  streets, 
was  enlarged  for  use  as  a  theatre  and  opera  house.  For  years  it  had 
been  used  as  a  lecture  room  and  hall  for  general  purposes.  After  the 
changes  in  it  had  been  made  it  was  formally  opened  November  1  1,  IS?'i) 
37 
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with  readings  by  Mrs.  Scott  Siddons,  under  the  name  of  Rand's  opera 
house.  Other  changes  made  in  1888  made  the  theatre  practically  what 
it  has  since  remained. 

The  structure  known  as  the  Congress  street  bridge,  crossing  the 
Hudson  river  between  the  foot  of  Congress  street.  Troy,  and  West 
Troy,  was  completed  and  opened  to  traffic  October  2,  1S74.  It  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of.  $350,000  by  the  Troy  &  West  Troy  Bridge  com- 
pany, organized  April  23,  1872,  the  work  having  been  begun  in  the  fall 
of  that  year. 

April  15,  1874,  the  Episcopal  church  home,  on  the  northeast  corner 
of  Broadway  and  Seventh  street,  which  had  been  erected  the  previous 
year  at  a  cost  of  about  $30,000,  was  dedicated.  Six  years  after  the 
chapel  north  of  the  home  was  erected  by  the  children  of  Mrs.  Jacob  L. 
Lane  to  her  memory.  The  home  was  founded  November  13,  1 85-4-,  by 
the  brotherhood  of  St.  Barnabas,  its  first  name  being  the  I  louse  of 
Mercy  and  its  location  No.  5  Harrison  place.  Pour  years  later  it  was 
removed  to  Federal  street,  between  Sixth  and  Eighth  streets.  It  was 
destroyed  in  the  great  fire  of  18G2,  but  was  immediately  rebuilt.  April 
17,  1863,  it  was  incorporated  under  the  name  which  it  has  since  borne, 
"  The  Church  Home  of  the  City  of  Troy." 

Two  notable  events  occurred  in  the  year  1875 — the  completion  of  the 
splendid  Troy  Savings  bank  building,  which  includes  Music  hall,  one 
of  the  finest  concert  auditoriums  in  the  country;  and  the  laving  of  the 
corner-stone  of  the  handsome  city  hall,  which  was  erected  principally 
through  the  efforts  of  Edward  Murphy,  jr.,  then  mayor  of  Troy,  after- 
ward United  States  Senator.  These  two  structures  are  among  the 
handsomest  and  most  substantial  in  the  city. 

The  foundation  of  the  massive  and  imposing  building  of  the  Troy 
Savings  bank  was  begun  Jul)'  8,  1871,  on  the  northeast  corner  of  State 
and  Second  streets.  The  erection  of  the  building  occupied  nearly  four 
years,  and  its  entire  cost,  including  the  land  on  which  it  stands,  was 
about  $435,000.  The  building  was  first  occupied  by  the  bank  March 
2-1,  1875,  and  the  dedication  of  Music  hall,  which  occupies  its  entire 
upper  portion,  occurred  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  April  '!),  of  that 
year,  when  Theodore  Thomas's  famous  orchestra,  assisted  by  noted 
vocalists,  gave  a  concert.  The  structure  has  a  frontage  of  one  hundred 
feet  on  Second  street,  and  extends  one  hundred  ami  thirty  feet  east- 
ward on  State  street.  Music  hall  is  one  hundred  and  six  feet  deep  and 
sixty-nine  feet  wide,  exclusive  of  the  boxes,  twenty-lour  in  number, 
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and  the  corridors,  twelve  feet  in  width;  and  lias  a  maximum  height  of 
sixty  feet.  The  hall  has  a  seating  capacity  of  1,250  persons,  In  1800 
the  great  concert  organ,  one  of  the  finest  and  most  powerful  in  the 
country,  forty-two  feet  wide  and  thirty  feet  high,  was  placed  in  posi- 
tion. 

'1'he  first  effort  to  secure  a  city  hall  was  made  May  7,  1800,  when  the 
Legislature  passed  an  act  incorporating  "The  City  Hall  Company  of 
the  City  of  Troy."  This  law  authorized  the  incorporators  to  purchase 
a  site  and  erect  thereon  a  public  building  to  be  used  as  a  city  hall  and 
for  other  purposes.  The  original  intention  of  the  promoters  of  the 
project  was  that  the  Troy  Savings  brink-  should  occupy  part  oi  the 
building,  which  by  the  new  law  was  permitted  to  contribute  a  portion  oi 
its  surplus  funds  to  provide  quarters  for  itself  in  the  building  in  contem- 
plation, and  to  own  the  building'  jointly  with  the  City  Hall  company; 
but  when  the  bank  decided  to  erect  a  home  of  its  own  the  plans  of  the 
company  were  abandoned.  For  five  years  after  this  the  plans  foracity 
hall  languished.  Finally,  in  1875,  Mayor  Edward  Murphy,  jr.,  called 
the  attention  of  the  Common  Council  to  the  necessity  of  the  erection 
of  a  building  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  officers  of  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  municipal  government,  and  urged  upon  them  the  foolish- 
ness of  temporizing  by  purchasing  the  old  Athenaeum  building  for  the 
purpose.  Despite  his  opposition,  however,  the  Common  Council,  on 
April  1,  directed  a  committee  to  purchase  the  Atherucum  building, 
which  the  city  officers  had  occupied  for  several  years,  at  a  cost  of 
$00,000.  Mayor  Murphy  promptly  vetoed  the  resolution  and  set  to 
work  to  promote  his  cherished  plan  for  a  new  and  appropriate  home 
for  i  lie  city.  So  well  did  he  and  other  progressive  citizens  succeed  that 
the  [legislature,  on  May  '.'1,  1875,  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  city  to 
purchase  a  site  and  erect  a  city  hall  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of 
$120,000.  June  8  a  committee  of  the  Common  Council  selected  the 
site  on  the  southeast  corner  oi  State  and  Third  streets,  then  owned  by 
the  heirs  to  the  Vanderhcyden  estate  and  occupied  as  the  Third  Street 
Burial-ground,  and  paid  therefore  $10,000.  The  work  of  removing  the 
bodies  was  begun  soon  after  and  November  15,  1875,  the  plans  of 
Architect  M.  P.  Cummings  having  been  accepted,  the  cornerstone  was 
laid  by  George  M.  Tibbits.  The  building  was  occupied  for  the  first 
time  in  October,  I87G,  its  total  cost  having  been  $119,761.01,  a  little- 
less  than  the  total  amount  allowed  by  law.  The  clock  in  the  tower 
was  purchased  in  1885  and  began  running  August  21  of  that  year;  and 
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the  fire  alarm  bell,  which  was  cast  at  the  Jones  bell  foundry,  was  put 
in  position  April  21,  1887.  The  building  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
long  and  eighty-three  feet  wide. 

A  new  era  in  navigation  on  the  Hudson  river  was  inaugurated  in 
1876  when,  on  April  1,  the  handsome  and  fast  steamer  City  of  Troy 
was  launched  at  Greenpoint,  L.  I.,  for  the  Citizens'  Steamboat  com- 
pany of  Troy.  This  company  was  organized  in  the  winter  of  187  1  -72 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $250,000  and  these  directors:  Norman  B. 
Squires,  Charles  Eddy,  Charles  W.  Farnam,  Robert  Robinson,  Robert 
Green,  Harry  H.  "Darling,  Charles  L  MacArthur,  E.  1).  Beach,  fames 
R.  Fonda,  William  Kemp,  Thomas  D.  Abrams,  George  W,  Horton  and 
Joseph  Cornell.  The  next  spring  the  steamboats  Sunnysidc  and  Thomas 
Powell,  which  had  been  purchased  of  Cornell,  Horton  &  Co.  of  Catskill, 
began  making  regular  trips  at  night.  The  former  boat  was  lost  I  >ecem- 
ber  I,  1875,  and  the  company  at  once  contracted  for  the  construction  of 
a  new  steamer,  which  they  named  City  of  Troy.  Soon  afterward  a 
contract  for  her  sister  boat  was  made,  and  she  was  launched  from  the 
same  shipyard  March  26,  1877,  and  named  Saratoga.  Both  boats  have 
been  running  regularly  between  Troy  and  New  York  ever  since,  in  the 
season  of  navigation,  making  alternate  trips  in  each  direction. 

With  the  acceptance  by  the  city  of  Beman  park  October  L,  1878,  a 
sightly  lot  of  ground  given  by  John  Sherry,  a  wealth)'  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  the  park  area  of  Troy  was  greatly  enhanced  Beman 
park  contains  about  six  acres  of  land  and  occupies  a  splendid  location 
on  the  summit  of  a  hill  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city,  its  southern  and 
eastern  boundaries  being,  in  1890,  farm  lands.  From  time  to  time  im- 
provements have  been  made  and  the  park,  with  possible  additions,  is 
destined  to  remain,  as  it  now  is,  the  most  popular  and  in  many  ways 
the  most  desirable  in  Troy.  The  two  other  parks  are  Seminary  park 
and  Washington  park.  The  former  is  little  more  than  a  good-sized 
lawn  and  the  latter  cannot  be  called  public  property.  Seminary  park 
occupies  the  northern  half  of  the  block  bounded  by  First,  Ferry,  Second 
and  Congress  streets,  north  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  and  the 
buildings  of  the  Emma  Willard  Female  Seminary.  It  was  established 
in  1802,  when  the  trustees  of  the  village  of  Troy  appropriated  $;>00, 
which  was  expended  in  grading  the  grounds,  planting  trees,  laying 
walks,  fencing  in  the  grounds,  etc.  Washington  park  since  1840  has 
been  "  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  a  private,  ornamental  park  for  the  use 
and  recreation  of  the  owners  of  lots"  fronting  on  it.    It  is  bounded  by 
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Second  street,  Washington  place,  Third  street  and  Washington  street 
and  since  its  establishment  lias  been  maintained,  within  an  iron  fence 
and  locked  gates,  for  the  exclusive  use  of  residents  of  those  portions  of 
the  streets  fronting  on  it. 

The  facilities  of  the  Day  home  for  children,  on  the  east  side  of 
Seventh  street  between  Congress  and  State  streets,  were  greatly  im- 
proved in  1879  when  12.  Thompson  Gale  erected  the  Day  home  chapel 
and  school  building1  on  the  north  side  of  the  lot,  as  a  memorial  to  his 
son,  Alfred  De  Forest  Gale.  The  institution  was  established  in  the 
fall  of  1858  by  a  number  of  women  as  an  industrial  school  for  poor  chil- 
dren, its  first  home  being  the  rooms  of  the  Ladies'  Home  Missionary 
society  on  Seventh  street.  It  was  incorporated  as  the  Children's  Home 
society  April  10,  1 80 1 ,  and  May  !  of  that  year  the  Tibbits  mansion,  on 
the  present  site,  was  purchased  for  $7,000,  its  dedication  taking  place 
Jnnc  27.  The  name  was  changed  to  its  present  one  March  5,  1800. 
Between  eighty  and  one  hundred  children  there  receive  free  daily  in- 
struction in  the  elementary  studies  and  in  domestic  handiwork. 

The  Grand  Central  theatre,  on  the  west  side  of  Fourth  street  just  be- 
low Broadway,  was  opened  June  7,  1875;  was  burned  December  2-1, 
1881;  reconstructed  the  following  year,  ami  was  again  burned  .March 
2 1 ,  1887.  The  original  theatre  was  formerly  the  First  Unitarian  church 
edifice. 

The  Troy  club  was  incorporated  November  27,  1807.  December  1  I 
of  that  year  the  club  rented  the  house  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Con- 
gress and  Second  streets  and  occupied  it  in  the  following  January.  In 
1887  and  1SSS  the  club  erected  a  handsome  home  of  its  own  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  First  and  Congress  streets  ami  occupied  it  for  the 
first  time  November  2fl  of  the  latter  year. 

In  1SS!>  the  Troy  <&  Lansingburgh  Railway  company  began  the  work 
of  equipping  its  various  lines  with  electricity.  The  work  was  so  far 
progressed  in  August  that  at  II  i».  M.  on  the '28th  of  that  month  the 
first  electric  motor  car  stalled  on  a  trial  trip.  Since  that  time  every 
line  in  the  city  and  Lansingburgh,  and  those  running  to  Waterford, 
Cohoes  and  Mien  Island  have  been  similarly  equipped,  the  company 
furnishing  a  service  equal  to' that  of  any  other  city  in  the  country.  In 
1890  a  transfer  ticket  system  was  adopted,  by  which  patrons  of  any  of 
the  lines  controlled  by  the  company  may  be  transferred  from  one  line 
to  another  and  ride  to  or  very  near  any  point  in  the  city  for  a  single 
fare. 
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As  has  been  related,  the  name  of  Vanderheyden,  by  which  the  settle- 
ment which  afterward  became  the  city  of  Troy  was  first  known,  was 
abandoned  and  the  name  of  Troy  formally  substituted  by  proclamation 
in  the  Albany  Gazette  beginning  Januarys,  L789.  As  the  centennial 
anniversary  of  the  event  approached  it  was  decided  by  prominent  resi- 
dents of  the  city  to  celebrate  it  "  in  a  manner  worthy  of  its  importance 
and  creditable  to  the  citizens."  The  first  meeting  of  citizens  was  held 
in  the  rooms  of  the  Troy  Young  Men's  association  December  1  1,  1S88. 
December  1-1  another  meeting  was  held,  at  which  C.  E.  Dudley  Tibbits 
was  elected  president,  Walter  P.  Warren,  William  E,  [lagan  and  Lewis 
E.  Gurley  vice-presidents,  William  IT.  Young,  Francis  N,  Mann  and 
Edward  P.  Murray  secretaries,  and  Joseph  f.  Tillinghast  treasurer. 
The  committee  to  arrange  for  the  celebration,  named  at  that  meeting, 
was  constituted  as  follows: 

C.  15.  Dudley  Tibbits,  Derick  Lane,  Walter  I'.  Warren,  Lewis  15.  Gurley,  Edward 
C.  Gale,  William  15.  H again,  William  H,  Young,  Jonas  S.  lleartt,  Walter  1'.  Tillman, 
James  A.  Burden,  Charles  B.  Russell,  George  B.  Warren,  Thomas  W.  Lock  wood, 
John  L  Thompson,  Henry  B.  Dauchy,  Samuel  M.  \  ail,  Dr.  Henry  R.  Lane,  Benja- 
min II.  Hall,  William  Kemp,  William  A.  Thompson,  15.  Warren  Paine,  [.  Wool 
Griswold,  Francis  N.  .Mann,  Joseph  Hillman,  Edward  Murphy,  jr.,  William  15.  Gil- 
bert, Jsaae  McConilie,  William  II.  Doughty,  Adam  R.  Smith,  William  S.  Larl, 
James  A.  Eddy,  Edward  M.  Green,  Gilbert  Geer,  jr.,  James  L.  Cowee,  Peter  Balti- 
more, Foster  Bosworth,  Charles  S.  Brintnall,  Gardner  Kami,  Henry  Swartout,  fohn 
IT.  Knox,  Willanl  Gay,  Charles  W,  Tillinghast,  William  Orr,  Joseph  W.  Fuller, 
Martin  L  Townsend,  kuv.  Dr.  J,  Ireland  Tucker,  Rev.  Dr.  George  C.  Baldwin,  Lew 
Peter  ITavermans,  [ohu  M.  Francis,  Daniel  Robinson,  John  D,  Spicer,  George  P>. 
Cluett,  Thomas  Coleman,  J.  J.  Gillesp}r,  George  H.  Cramer,  George  IT.  Freeman, 
Henry  C.  Lockwood,  Col.  Charles  L,  .Mac Arthur,  Norman  1'..  Squires,  ( >tis  G.  Clark, 
Harvey  I  Kmg,  James  II  KoTlogg,  Henry  O'R,  Tinker,  Dennis  J.  Whelan,  Ed- 
ward Bolton,  David  Bastable,  Janus  W.  Daley,  Francis  A.  tales,  Samuel  II.  Lasell, 
Chauneey  D.  Packard,  George  A.  Stone,  Robert  Cluett,  Justin  Kellogg,  Arthur  |. 
Weise,  M.  F,  Cummings,  General  Joseph  B.  Carr,  Charles  Cleminshaw,  Michael  P. 
Collins,  | esse  B.  Anthony,  George  II.  Mead,  Henry  G.  Ludlow,  John  J.  Pureed, 
George  P.  Lie,  W.  J.  Tyner,  William  L.  Van  Alstyne,  John  P.  Pratt,  Fdmund  Fitz- 
gerald, Charles  A.  MeLeod,  David  M.  Rankcn,  Clinton  II.  Meneely,  ICdward  P. 
Murray,  James  W.  Cusack,  Henry  B.  Nuns,  Gilbert  Robertson,  jr.,  Emanuel  Marks, 
Henry  Kreiss,  Dexter  Moody,  William  W.  Whitman,  Edward  Carter  and  William 
II.  Frear. 

The  celebration  began  on  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  January  2, 
1880,  when  a  concert  was  given  in  Music  hall  under  the  direction  of 
fohn  II.  Knox,  Edmund  Cluett,  Justin  Kellogg,  William  II.  1 1  < >1  lister, 
ir    I.  E.  Schoonmaker  and  A.  \V.  Harrington,  jr.    Those  who  partici- 
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pated  were  Mrs.  William  B.  Wilson,  soprano;  Miss  [eannie  Lyman, 
contralto;  the  Troy  Vocal  society,  the  Troy  Choral  union,  the  Troy 
Mannerchor,  Doring's  military  band  and  Maschke's  cadet  band.  A 
feature  ol  the  concert  was  the  singing  of  the  Centennial  hymn,  written 
especially  for  the  occasion  by  Benjamin  II.  Mall,  by  the  three  vocal 
societies. 

Thursday  was  known  as  "Historical  Day."  In  the  afternoon  a 
largely  attended  meeting  was  held  in  Music  hall  under  the  direction  of 
Norman  I!.  Squires,  J.  W.  Alfred  Cluett,  Henry  B.  Dauchy,  M.  F.  Cum- 
mings,  Edward  Carter  and  Menry  Clay  Bascom.  Edwin  A.  King,  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Jacob  L).  Van  der  Heyden,  read  a  paper  on  "The 
Patroon  of  Troy;"  Benjamin  II.  Hall  read  an  original  poem  on  "The 
Naming  and  Progress  of  Troy ; "  |.  W.  Alfred  Cluett  read  an  address 
on  "Tlie  Future  City  Improvements  of  Troy;  "  Lewis  E.  Gurley  read 
a  paper  on  "The  Manufactures  of  Troy;"  Walter  P.  Warren  on  "The 
Mercantile  Interests  of  Troy,"  and  William  E.  J  lagan  read  a  poetical 
version  of  an  ancient  tradition  of  Troy,  entitled  "  Dirk  Van  der  1  ley- 
den's  1  )ream. " 

Thursday  night  was  known  as  "Church  Night,"  at  which  nearly  all 
the  pastors  of  Troy  were  present.  The  programme  for  the  evening 
contained  the  subjects  of  the  add  resses  to  be  delivered  as  follows :  "  Intro- 
ductory Address, "  Rev.  N.  B.  Remick  of  the  Ninth  Presbyterian  church  ; 
"  Presbyterian  Chinches  of  Troy,"  Rev.  Theophilus  P.  Sawin  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  church;  "Troy  Pastorates,"  Rev.  Dr.  George  C. 
Baldwin,  former  pastor  of  the  First  Particular  Baptist  church;  "  Bap- 
tist Churches  of  Troy,"  Rev.  Dr.  L.  M.  S.  Haynes  of  the  First  Particu- 
lar baptist  church;  "Past  ami  Present,"  Rev.  Dr.  |.  Ireland  Tucker 
of  the  Church  oi  the  lloh  Cross;  "  Episcopal  Chinches  of  Troy,"  Rev. 
Edgar  A.  Enos  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  church;  "Methodist  Churches 
of  Troy,"  Rev.  Dr.  George  W.  Brown  of  the  State  Street  Methodist 
Episcopal  church;  "Recollections,''  Rev.  Peter  Havermans  of  St. 
Mary's  Roman  Catholic  church;  "  Roman  Catholic  Churches  of  Troy, " 
Rev.  [ohn  Walsh  of  St.  Peter's  Roman  Catholic  church;  "  Univer- 
salist  Church  of  Troy,"  Rev.  Dr.  0.  P.  Safford  of  the  First  Uni- 
versalis! church  ;  "A.  M.  E.  /ion  Church,"  Rev.  George  E.  Smith  of 
the  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  church;  "United  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Troy,"  Rev.  R.  D.  Williamson  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church; 
"  Liberty  Street  Presbyterian  Church,"  Rev.  A.  S.  Mays  of  the  Libert}7 
Street  Presbyterian  chinch;  "  Unitarian  Church  of  Troy,"  Francis  O. 
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Dorr;  "  Jewish  Synagogues  of  Troy,"  Rev.  A.  N.  Coleman  of  Berith 
Sholom  synagogue;  "Churches  of  Christ  in  Troy,"  Rev.  W.  W.  Wit- 
mer  of  the  First  Church  of  Christ;  "Lutheran  Church  in  Troy,"  Rev. 
A.  F,  Walz  of  Trinity  German  Lutheran  church;  "  Evangelical  Church 
of  Troy,"  Rev.  Otto  Lecher  of  St.  Paul's  German  Evangelical  church. 
On  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour  the  addresses  of  Revs.  George 
E.  Smith,  A.  S.  Mays,  A.  N.  Coleman,  W.  W.  Witmer,  A.  F.  Walz 
and  Otto  Becher  were  omitted.  While  the  meeting  in  Music  hall  was 
in  progress  the  German  citizens  of  Troy  were  celebrating  the  event  at 
Apollo  hall  by  singing,  historical  tableaux  and  an  address  by  Werner 
Strecker. 

Friday  afternoon  the  public  school  festival  occurred  tinder  the  direc- 
tion of  Lewis  E.  Gurley,  Harvey  J.  Ling,  Francis N.  Mann,  David  Beat- 
tie  and  Albert  Smith.  Several  national  hyms  were  sung  by  a  chorus  of 
500  pupils  of  the  public  schools  and  prizes  of  $20  each  were  awarded  the 
writers  of  the  best  essay  and  the  best  poem  on  the  history,  progress 
and  promise  of  Troy,  the  contest  being  limited  to  pupils  of  the  public 
schools.  The  prize  for  the  best  essay  was  awarded  to  Charles  S.  Mc- 
Sorley  and  for  the  best  poem  to  Warren  S.  Gardner.  Addresses  were 
delivered  by  David  Beattie,  superintendent  of  schools,  on  "The  Public 
Schools;"  by  Albert  Smith  on  "The  Future  of  our  Public  Schools,"  and 
by  Benjamin  II.  Hall  on  "Emma  Willard  and  Amos  Eaton." 

Friday  night  was  "Lawyers'  Night."  The  public  meeting  in  Music 
hall  was  presided  over  by  Supreme  Court  Justice  Charles  R.  Ingalls, 
assisted  by  Judge  Gilbert  Robertson,  jr.,  Charles  E.  1'atterson,  Justin 
Kellogg  and  George  I!.  Wellington.  After  the  introductory  address 
by  |  udge  lugalls,  interesting  papers  were  read  as  follows;  By  the  Hon. 
Edgar  L.  Kinsman  on  "A  Plea  for  My  Own  Profession;"  by  the  J  Ion. 
Franklin  J.  Par.inenter  on  "The  Life  and  Character  of  the  lion.  George 
Could;"  by  the  Hon.  Martin  I.  Townsend  on  "The  Life  and  Character 
of  the  Hon.  David  L  Seymour; "  by  the  Hon.  Roswell  A.  ['arm enter 
on  "The  Life  and  Character  of  the  Hon.  William  A.  Beach;"  by  Ben- 
jamin H.  Hall  on  "The  Life  of  the  Hon.  John  Paine  Cushman,"  "The 
Life  of  David  Buel,  jr.,"  and  "The  Life  and  Character  of  the  Hon. 
William  Learned  Marcy. " 

The  closing  features  of  the  centennial  celebration  began  at  midnight 
Friday  by  the  discharge  of  fireworks  in  profusion,  the  ringing  of  many 
bells,  the  sounding  of  whistles,  numerous  bonfires  and  one  bundl  ed 
strokes  on  the  lire  alarm  bell  in  the  city  hall.     At  sunrise  the  next 
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morning  a  salute  of  one  hundred  guns  was  fired  on  Centre  island  by  a 
squad  of  artillerymen  from  Watervliet  arsenal.  The  festivities  in  the 
city  continued  throughout  the  entire  day  and  late  into  the  night.  The 
town  was  in  gala  attire,  the  national  colors  and  other  decorations  being 
exposed  everywhere.  Thousands  of  strangers  flocked  to  the  city  from 
all  directions.  The  committee  in  charge  of  the  day's  festivities  was 
composed  of  General  Joseph  B.  Carr,  Walter  P.  Warren,  William  E. 
Gilbert,  James  \V.  Cusack,  William  S.  Earl,  William  E.  Hagan,  George 
H.  Mead,  Edward  F.  Murray  and  C.  Whitney  Tillinghast,  2nd.  The 
parade  began  at  11  o'clock  under  General  Carr  as  grand  marshal,  the 
six  divisions  being  in  charge  respectively  of  Colonel  Walter  P.  Warren, 
J.  Lansing  Lane,  Cornelius  F.  Burns,  George  H.  Mead,  Colonel  Will- 
iam II.  Munn  and  Albert  Tompkins.  Among  the  prominent  men  who 
rode  in  the  parade  was  Governor  David  B.  Hill.  In  the  evening  there 
was  another  big  parade  under  the  direction  of  Captain  James  H.  Lloyd, 
grand  marshal.  Nearly  every  residence  and  business  house  in  the  city 
was  illuminated  and  at  the  close  of  the  parade  there  were  extensive 
displays  of  fireworks.  This  ended  the  celebration,  which  was  in  every 
particular  a  success.  As  a  memento  of  this  memorable  occasion  in  the 
history  of  Troy  a  bronze  medal  was  struck,  on  one  side  being  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  village  at  the  time  the  name  was  changed  from  Van- 
derheyden  to  Troy,  and  on  the  other  the  seal  ofthecity  of  Troy  in  1889. 

The  LOOth  anniversary  of  the  inauguration  of  President  Washington 
was  celebrated  by  the  citizens  of  Troy  in  a  becoming  manner  April  30, 
1889.  Services  were  held  in  many  of  the  churches.  At  the  First  Bap- 
tist church  a  historical  address  was  delivered  by  Justice  Charles  R. 
Ingalls  ol  the  Supreme  Court.  Public  buildings  and  man)'  residences 
and  business  houses  were  decorated  with  the  national  colors,  typifying 
the  spirit  of  the  day. 

The  Gardner  Earl  Memorial  chapel  and  crematory  was  erected  in 
1888,  beginning  April  12,  by  William  S.  and  Hannah  M.  Earl,  in  mem- 
ory of  their  son,  Gardner  Earl.  The  structure  was  completed  in  No- 
vember, 188'.).  The  first  cremations  in  the  Earl  crematory  took  place 
Monday,  January  6,  1890,  when  the  bodies  of  Jonas  S.  Heartt  and 
Hamlin  Black,  the  four  year-old  son  of  Hon.  Frank  S.  Black,  were  incin- 
erated. The  operation  was  in  charge  of  an  expert  and  was  entirely 
successful. 

Three  lives  were  lost  early  on  the  morning  of  Saturday,  March  15, 
lS'JO,  by  a  great  landslide  down  Warren's  hill,  a  part  of  Mount  Ida, 
38 
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where  such  disasters  had  occurred  on  several  previous  occasions.  The 
killed  were  Mrs.  Margaret  Noonan ;  Mrs.  Timothy  Hogan,  her  daughter; 
and  Annie  Burns,  aged  eleven  years.  Several  other  persons  were 
injured. 

Sunday  night,  .September  '21,  1800,  fire  destroyed  the  handsome  res- 
idence of  George  N.  Manchester  and  E.  .Smith  Strait,  known  as  Syc- 
away  Villa,  located  on  the  Stone  Road  just  east  of  the  western  limits 
of  the  town.  Ralph  Manchester,  aged  11  years,  son  of  George  N. 
Manchester,  became  dazed  by  the  flames  and  was  burned  to  death,  and 
his  father  was  badly  hurt.  Several  other  occupants  narrowly  escaped 
with  their  lives. 

The  old  Schuyler  mansion,  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  Hudson  river 
near  the  foot  of  Harrison  street,  with  the  farm  was  purchased  of  Philip 
S.  Schuyler  about  1809  by  the  Hoyl  Farm  company,  which  held  it  until 
1835,  when  Francis  N.  Mann  purchased  it  at  a  mortgage  foreclosure 
sale.  It  remained  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Mann  until  1861,  when  it 
was  sold  to  William  Burden.  It  remained  in  the  possession  of  the 
Burden  family  until  1891,  when  it  was  torn  down. 

The  famous  Columbian  Liberty  bell,  which  was  on  exhibition  at  the 
world's  fair  at  Chicago  in  18U3,  and  is  now  in  the  custody  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  was  cast  at  the  bell  foundry  of  the  Meneely  Bell  company, 
Thursday,  June  23,  1  S'.Ki.  The  bell  weighs  about  13,000  pounds,  and 
into  it  was  infused  17,000  pounds  of  material,  consisting  of  12, Olio 
pounds  of  copper,  3,000  pounds  of  tin,  1,000  pounds  of  bell  material, 
200  pounds  of  pennies,  a  quantity  of  gold  and  silver,  and  a  piece  of  the 
famous  liberty  bell  of  Philadelphia,  contributions  having  been  received 
from  main'  persons  in  all  parts  ol  the  country.  The  material  which 
was  not  used  in  the  bell  was  made  up  into  miniature  hells. 

Two  disastrous  fires  occurred  in  Troy  December  11  and  15,  1893. 
About  8.-15  r.  m.  on  the  first-named  da)'  flames  were  discovered  in  the 
mammoth  general  store  of  William  H.  Frear,  on  Cannon  place,  known 
as  Frear's  Bazaar.  The  entire  fire  department  was  called  into  service 
and  fought  valiantly,  but  as  the  llames  had  originated  in  an  upper  story 
it  was  hard  to  get  water  to  the  spot.  To  increase  the  difficulties  which 
confronted  the  firemen  zero  weather  prevailed,  and  the  water  broke 
into  a  fine  spray  and  froze  before  it  reached  the  lire.  The  llames  were 
confined  mainly  to  the  two  upper  stories  of  the  building,  but  most  of 
the  stock  on  the  lower  doors  was  more  or  less  damaged  l>v  smoke  and 
water.    Mr.  Frear's  loss  was  not  far  from  $100,000,  which  was  covered 
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by  insurance.  Other  smaller  concerns  occupying  part  of  the  building 
suffered  losses  aggregating  about  $25,000. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  da)-  following  lire  started  in  the  fourth  story 
of  the  big  store  of  J.  M.  Warren  &  Co.  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Broadway  and  River  street  and  before  it  could  be  controlled  a  loss  of 
nearly  $100, Odd  had  been  caused,  most  of  which  was  covered  by  insur- 
ance. 

During  the  latter  months  of  the  year  1893  the  inhabitants  of  Troy, 
especially  the  large  wage-earning  class  dependent  upon  the  score  or 
more  of  shirt,  collar  and  cuff  manufactories  for  a  subsistence,  raised 
their  voice  in  protest  against  the  passage  by  Congress  of  any  tariff  bill 
which  should  appreciably  decrease  the  import  duties  on  the  products 
for  which  Troy  is  famous  the  world  over.  This  opposition  increased 
upon  the  introduction  of  the  measure  prepared  by  Representative  Wil- 
liam L.  Wilson  of  Virginia,  called  the  Wilson  Tariff  Bill.  I  luring  the 
early  days  of  the  session  of  1893-4  hundreds  of  citizens  besought  United 
States  Senator  lid  ward  Murphy,  jr. ,  of  Troy,  and  Representative  Charles 
D.  Hainesof  Kinderhook.by  letter  and  interview,  to  oppose  the  passage 
of  the  bill  on  the  grounds  that  it  would  greatly  injure,  if  not  ruin,  the 
collar  and  cull  industry  of  Troy.  On  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  Decem- 
ber ID,  L893,  one  of  the  greatest  mass  meetings  in  the  history  of  the 
city  was  held  in  Music  hall  to  protest  against  the  enactment  of  the  pro- 
posed law.  Mayor  Dennis  J.  Whelan  presided  over  the  great  gather- 
ing and  many  representative  men  occupied  seats  on  the  stage.  Speeches 
denunciatory  of  the  proposed  law  were  made  by  Corporation  Council 
William  J.  Roche,  Rev.  Theophilus  P.  Sawin,  pastor  of  the  First  Pres- 
byterian church;  |erejniah  K,  Long,  a  lawyer;  Hon.  Lewis  P.  Griffith, 
county  judge;  James  1'.  llooley,  ex-member  of  assembly  from  the 
first  district  of  Rensselaer  county,  and  Rev.  fohn  Walsh,  pastor  of  St. 
Peter's  Catholic  church.  A  memorial  presented  by  John  Plynn  and 
addressed  to  Congress,  asking  that  body  to  retain  the  protective  duties 
on  collars  and  culls,  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote  at  the  close  of 
the  meeting.  In  addition  to  this  meeting  a  petition  to  the  same  end 
was  circulated,  receiving  the  signatures  of  many  thousand  persons  of 
both  sexes  and  all  political  parties.  As  a  result  of  the  meeting  and 
petition  and  the  combined  efforts  of  Senator  Murphy  and  Representa- 
tive Haines,  Congress  left  a  protective  duty  on  collars  and  cuffs. 

The  necessity  for  a  government  building  in  Troy  for  the  use  of  the 
post-office  and  other  local  federal  officials  had  been  apparent  many 
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years  before  the  federal  government  finally  decided  to  erect  one.  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1885,  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  of  $200,000  for  such  a 
building  passed  the  house  of  representatives  and  soon  afterward  be- 
came a  law.  In  the  summer  of  1886  a  commission  appointed  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  purchased  for  $1)0,000  the  Gross-Hall  and 
Griffith  properties  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Broadway  and  Fourth 
streets.  Subsequently  the  appropriation  for  the  building  was  in- 
creased to  more  than  half  a  million  dollars.  The  structure  was  com- 
pleted in  the  spring  of  L894  and  the  post-office  opened  therein  in  May 
of  that  year.  The  building  is  fireproof  throughout  and  its  architecture 
is  very  handsome.  The  exterior  is  of  gray  stone  and  all  the  floors  are 
of  tile. 

Before  the  establishment  of  a  post-office  in  Lansingburgh  in  1702 
residents  of  Troy  received  letters  through  the  Albany  post-office. 
When  an  office  was  established  in  Lansingburgh  letters  for  Troy  were 
left  there  and  sent  to  the  latter  place  by  a  carrier.  The  first  post- 
master appointed  for  Troy  was  Nathan  Williams,  in  1796.  He  was  a 
law  student  in  the  office  of  John  Wooclworth,  surrogate  of  Rensselaer 
county,  where  the  first  post-office  was  opened.  Since  the  establish- 
ment of  a  post-office  in  Troy,  twenty-one  postmasters  have  held  the 
position  of  postmaster:  Nathan  Williams,  1796  to  1707;  John  Wood- 
worth,  1707  to  1800;  David  Buel,  l&OOto  1801;  Kuggles  Hubbard,  1804 
to  1806;  Samuel  Gale,  1806  to  1820;  William  Pierce,  1820  to  1832; 
Isaac  McConihe,  December,  1832  to  1842;  Charles  H.  Reed,  August, 
1842  to  1843;  George  R.  Davis,  August,  L843tol849;  Thomas  Clowes, 
1840  to  1851  ;  William  T.  Willard,  1851  to  185:5;  Foster  Bosworth,  18.".;', 
to  IS.VI;  \V.  YV.  Whitman,  1851  to  IS5S;  James  R.  Fonda,  December, 
185S,  to  October  15,  ism  ;  George  T.  Blair,  September,  LSG1,  to  1862; 
Thomas  Clowes,  1862  to  April  '.),  1866  (J.  W,  Freeman,  Thomas 
Clowes's  bondsman,  on  the  death  of  the  latter,  performed  his  duties 
until  the  appoinment  of  his  successor);  Alonzo  Alden,  appointed  June 
L,  1866,  to  1874;  Gilbert  Robertson,  jr.,  appointed  February  18,  1878; 
reappointed  April  4,  1882 — term  expired  March  16,  188G;  Edward  Do- 
lan,  appointed  April  28,  1886,  and  entered  upon  his  duties  May  17. 
Francis  N.  Mann,  jr.,  1800  to  1895.  Michael  F.  Sheary  was  appointed 
by  President  Cleveland  June  10,  1805.  The  present  free  delivery  sys- 
tem was  inaugurated  in  Troy  in  1804,  with  live  carriers.  The  system 
now  includes  Lansingburgh  and  Green  Island. 

The  death  of  one  of  Troy's  most  distinguished  citizens,  Major  Gen- 
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eral  Joseph  Bradford  Carr,  occurred  at  his  home  on  Fifth  avenue  on 
the  morning  of  Sunday,  February  24,  LS95.  General  Carr  had  been  a 
sufferer  from  a  cancer  on  the  jaw  for  several  years  and  had  undergone 
several  surgical  operations,  hut  the  only  effect  was  to  prolong  his  life. 
The  funeral  was  held  on  the  afternoon  of  Wednesday,  February  27, 
from  the  house  at  one  i>.  m.  and  from  St.  Peter's  Roman  Catholic  church 
at  three  p.  The  body  lay  in  state  at  his  residence  from  ten  \.  m.  to 
one  p.  m .  and  during  that  time  was  viewed  by  thousands  of  persons. 
After  the  service  at  the  house  the  funeral  cortege  proceeded  to  the 
church,  headed  by  Doring's  full  military  band  and  members  of  the 
municipal  police  department,  Superintendent  W.  W.  Willard  in  com- 
mand. The  local  companies  of  the  New  York  National  Guard  followed, 
after  which  came  the  caisson,  Hanked  by  the  active  pall  bearers — Major 
Edward  Murray  Green,  Colonel  Francis  N.  Mann,  Colonel  Charles  S. 
Francis  and  Colonel  Arthur  MacArthur,  representing  the  Third  Division 
Staff  association ;  Past  Commanders  W.  W.  Rousseau  and  George  H.  En- 
nis  of  Griswokl  post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  Arthur  W.  Bradley  and  J.  f;  Hagen 
from  the  Second  New  York  Volunteer  Regiment  association.  The 
caisson  was  covered  by  the  American  flag  which  was  used  at  Fortress 
Monroe;  and  the  Hag  preserved  from  the  battle  of  Yorktown  was 
wrapped  about  the  remains.  The  honorary  pall  bearers,  who  were 
next  in  line,  were  General  Daniel  E.  Sickles,  ex-Governor  Alonzo  li. 
Cornell,  General  Tremain,  Major  Richardson,  General  Alonzo  Alden, 
Colonel  Charles  L.  MacArthur,  Lieutenant  Governor  Charles  T.  Sax- 
ton,  Hamilton  Fish,  speaker  of  the  Assembly ;  Congressman  John  A. 
Ouaekenbush,  John  M.  Francis,  William  Kemp,  George  H.  Starbuck, 
| nines  11.  Breslin  of  New  York,  Thomas  C.  Breslin  of  Waterford, 
Major  Isaac  Arnold,  I'.  S.  A.,  Captain  Isaac  1'.  Gregg,  William  1'. 
I 'every  and  William  A.  Smith  of  General  Carr's  Massachusetts  brigade, 
Colonel  Sidney  W.  Park  and  the  following  members  of  the  Third 
Division  Stall  association:  Colonels  Jacob  C.  Cuyler,  Chester Griswold 
he  Roy  McLean,  Edgar  L.  Fursman,  Matthew  II.  Burton,  John  A. 
McDonald,  John  Don,  David  M.  Greene,  Lee  Chamberlain,  Harry  M. 
Alden,  Robert  C.  Pruyn,  George  1'.  Lawton,  Charles  H.  Stott  and 
Major  Albert  1 1  oysradt,  I  hen  billowed  the  Lnited  States  Army  offi- 
cers, Brigadier  General  Robert  Shaw  Oliver  and  staff  of  the  Third 
Brigade,  New  York  National  Guard;  Second  Regiment  association, 
Tibbits  Veteran  Corps,  Grand  Army  veterans,  city  officers,  a  committee 
from  the  State  Senate  and  Assembly  and  representatives  of  Governor 
Morton. 
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At  St.  Peter's  church  the  entire  service  was  conducted  by  Rev. 
Father  John  Walsh,  assisted  by  Rev.  Fathers  O'Connor  and  Fogarty  of 
St.  Peter's  church  and  Rev.  Father  McCjuaid,  S.  J.,  of  St.  Joseph's 
church.  The  Grand  Arm)-  ritual  service  was  performed  at  the  grave 
in  Oakwood  cemetery  and  was  conducted  by  Post  Griswold,  Com- 
mander E.  A.  Fry  was  in  charge,  assisted  by  L.  M.  S.  Haynes,  1).  D., 
as  chaplain. 

The  death  of  Rev.  John  Ireland  Tucker,  D.  D.,  for  more  than  half  a 
century  rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Cross,  Episcopal,  occurred  just 
before  noon  Saturday,  August  17,  L895.  Five  days  before  he  had  been 
stricken  with  paralysis,  from  which  henever  rallied.  Dr.  Tucker  was  born 
in  Brooklyn,  November  20,  L810.  He  entered  the  ministry  in  1844,  coming 
to  Troy  in  that  year,  where  he  remained  until  his  death  as  the  beloved 
rector  ol  Holy  Cross  church.  His  funeral  occurred  Tuesday  morning, 
August  20,  at  10:80  o'clock,  from  that  church,  and  was  attended  by  a  very 
large  number  of  clergymen  from  various  parts  of  the  country.  The 
officiating  clergymen  were  Rt.  Rev.  William  Croswell  Doane,  Bishop 
of  Albany;  Rev.  Dr.  Edgar  A.  linos,  rector  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal 
church  of  Troy,  and  Rt.  Rev.  Henry  C.  Potter,  Bishop  of  New  York. 
The  honorary  bearers  were  Rev.  Canon  Fulcher  of  Albany,  Rev. 
Joseph  Carey  of  Saratoga,  Rev.  fames  Caird,  Rev.  (i.  A.  Holbrook, 
Rev.  R.  P>.  Fairbaim,  General  Selden  E.  Marvin  of  Albany,  William 
Kemp,  C.  W.  Tillinghast  and  John  1.  Thompson.  The  active  bearers 
were  Wd'iam  11.  Voting,  Thomas  Colwell,  Plias  '1.  Dorian,  A.  G. 
Goldthwaite,  Dr.  [.  1'.  Lomax,  F.  W.  Crawford,  Swift  Martin  and  E. 
J.  Cridge.  At  the  grave  the  service  was  conducted  by  Bishop  Doane, 
assisted  bv  Rov.  Dr  Paton  W.  Maxcy. 

(  ine  of  the  inosl  famous  murder  cases  in  the  annals  ot  Troy  was  that 
of  Robert  Ross  by  Bartholomew  Shea.  The  crime  was  committed 
during  a  charter  election  March  (i,  1804,  at  the  polling  place  in  the 
third  district  of  the  thirteenth  ward,  and  was  the  outcome  of  a  politi- 
cal quarrel.  During  the  light  several  shots  were  exchanged,  and  Rob- 
ert Ross  was  killed  and  his  brother  William  badly  wounded.  Bartholo- 
mew Shea  and  fohn  McGougb  were  both  arrested  for  the  crime.  The 
inquest  continued  from  March  1-1  to  March  ■'.  I  and  resulted  in  holding- 
Shea  for  the  crime.  So  great  was  the  public  feeling  over  the  matter 
that  mass  meetings  were  held  and  public  committees  of  safety  formed. 
For  a  long  time  the  crime  was  the  leading  topic  of  conversation  in  all 
circles  and  charges  were  freely  made  implicating  high  officials  as  being 
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indirectly  responsible  for  the  murder.  .Shea  was  tried  at  an  extraordi- 
nary term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  presided  over  by  Justice  Pardon  C. 
Williams  of  Watertown.  The  prosecution  was  conducted  by  Assistant 
District  Attorney  Thomas  15.  Pagan,  assisted  by  George  Raines  of 
Rochester,  and  Shea  was  represented  by  fohn  T.  Norton  of  Troy  and 
Galen  R.  Hitt  of  Albany.  The  trial  began  May  28  and  continued  until 
July  3,  and  at  one  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  fuly  A  the  jury  brought  in 
a  verdict  of  murder  in  the  first  degree.  Shea  was  sentenced  fuly  10  to 
be  executed  by  electricity  in  Clinton  State  prison  during  the  week  be- 
ginning August  1 ,  1894,  after  which  every  possible  legal  effort  was 
made  to  save  him.  The  case  was  taken  to  the  Court  of  Appeals,  which 
affirmed  the  decision  of  the  lower  court,  and  November  11  Shea  was 
brought  to  Troy  and  again  sentenced  by  Justice  Edwards  to  die  during 
Christmas  week.  December  20  a  respite  was  ordered  by  Governor 
Mortem  until  fan  nary  7,  18!MJ,  and  January  fj  he  was  again  respited  un- 
til February  4,  18%.  The  second  respite  was  caused  by  the  confession 
of  John  McGough  that  he  shot  Ross,  following  which  Shea's  attorneys 
applied  to  fudge  Mayham  lor  an  order  to  show  cause  why  a  new  trial 
should  not  be  granted.  After  a  two  days'  argument  on  the  motion  it 
was  denied  and  the  sentence  of  death  was  executed  February  1  1,  I8!JG. 

Before  the  excitement  caused  by  the  execution  of  Bartholomew  Shea 
had  begun  to  subside  a  colossal  calamity  visited  Troy  irj  the  burning  i  if 
the  big  Burdett  building  on  the  northwest  corner  of  River  street  and 
Broadway.  Fire  caught  in  the  fifth  floor  of  the  building  on  the  after- 
noon of  February  17,  185)0,,  ami  so  rapidly  did  the  llames  spread  that 
escape  by  way  of  the  stairs  was  impossible.  Tin-  upper  floors  were 
occupied  bv  t  wo  collar  munu fact u ring  linns,  and  nearly  all  the  employes 
were  women  and  girls.  Nearly  all  these  reached  the  street  in  safety 
by  way  of  the  lire  escapes,  assisted  by  the  firemen,  but  several  jumped 
to  the  street.  Mrs.  Patrick  Carroll,  Mrs.  Robert  Kane  and  Mrs.  Ann 
Foley  were  killed  by  jumping,  and  Millie  Brock  was  burned  to  death, 
fohn  J.  Farrell,  a  member  of  the  Arba  Read  steamer  company,  distin- 
guished himself  by  saving  fully  a  score  of  lives,  and  subsequently  he 
was  made  a  lire  commissioner,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  being  the 
youngest  man  in  New  York  State  to  hold  such  an  office.  The  total 
money  loss  by  the  lire  was  about  $185,000,  and  was  practically  covered 
by  insurance.  The  building  was  owned  by  Mrs.  George  C.  Burdett. 
The  building  of  the  Truesdcll  estate,  adjoining  the  Burdett  building  on 
the  south,  was  also  burned,  and  several  occupants  of  the  McCarthy 
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building  on  the  north  suffered  more  or  less  damage  by  smoke  and 
water.  The  fire  was  one  of  the  fiercest  that  the  firemen  of  Troy  were 
ever  called  upon  to  fight.  During  its  progress  the  thermometer  stood 
at  zero,  and  most  of  the  water  froze  before  it  reached  the  tipper  stories, 
forming  a  mass  of  ice  from  twelve  to  fifteen  feet  high  on  the  street  and 
sidewalk. 

On  the  morning  of  May  26,  1896,  the  steamboat  City  of  Troy,  of  the 
Citizens' line  of  steamers,  arrived  at  her  destination  in  Troy  at  3:15 
o'clock,  having  made  the  trip  from  New  York  in  nine  hours  and  eight 
minutes,  the  fastest  time  ever  made  by  a  boat  of  this  line.  The  usual 
running  time  of  the  steamboats  City  of  Troy  and  Saratoga  had  been 
about  eleven  hours. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

Industries  and  Institutions  of  Troy — The  Leading  Manufactures  and  Mercantile- 
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Manu k a c T u k i n ti  and  Mercantile  Estaislishments. 

Troy  is  noted  more  for  the  manufacture  of  collars  and  cuffs  than  for 
anything1  else,  ihoug'l)  the  manufacture  of  iron  products  has  been  very 
extensive  since  the  business  was  established.  So  numerous  and  varied 
are  the  industries  of  the  city  that  a  history  of  the  most  important  only 
will  be  given. 

The  largest  collar,  cuff  and  shirt  manufacturing  house  in  Troy,  as 
well  as  in  the  world,  is  that  of  Cluett,  Coon  &  Co.,  located  on  the  east 
side  of  River  street  above  Jacob.  There  have  been  many  changes  in 
the  firm  since  the  business  was  established.  The  house  originated  in 
a  combination  of  two  firms  in  November,  188'J. 

The  two  firms  were  George  B.  Cluett,  Bro.  &  Co.  and  Coon  cY  Co., 
and  composed  of  the  following  members:  George  B.  Cluett,  f.  W.  Al- 
fred Cluett,  Robert  Cluett,  John  11.  Coon,  Daniel  W.  Coon,  Henry  C. 
Statzell  and  Frederick  F.  Peabpdy.    George  B,  Cluett,  Bro.  cv  Co.  was 
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founded  in  1863,  succeeding  Maullin  &  CI  net  t.  In  1851  Joseph  Maul]  in 
and  E.  D.  lilanchard  began  manufacturing  men's  collars  at  310  River 
street.  In  1850  they  were  succeeded  by  Maullin  &  Bigelow.  In  1  SGI 
George  B,  Cluett,  who  had  had  charge  of  the  manufacturing  department, 
was  admitted  to  partnership,  and  the  firm  became  Maullin,  Bigelow  & 
Co.,  the  members  being  Joseph  Maullin,  Charles  H.  Bigelow  and  George 
B.  Cluett.  In  1802  Joseph  Maullin  and  George  J!.  Cluett  organized 
the  firm  of  Maullin  &  Cluett.  In  L863  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Maullin  the 
firm  of  George  I!.  Cluett,  Bro.  &  Co.  was  organized  by  George  I!. 
Cluett,  J.  W.  A.  Cluett,  and  Charles  J.  Saxe.  J.  \V.  A  Cluett  had 
previously  held  an  important  position  in  the  business,  covering  a  period 
from  1852  to  the  close  of  1857.  In  18GG  Charles  J.  Saxe  withdrew  from 
the  firm  and  Robert  Cluett  became  a  partner,  having  been  an  employe 
since  1802.  In  1 8-7 'J  the  name  of  R.  S.  Norton  was  associated  with  the 
firm,  and  was  so  continued  until  his  death  in  1887.  The  factory  of 
George  B.  Cluett,  Bro.  &  Co.  was  located  from  1802  to  1874  at  No.  390 
River  street;  from  1S75  to  1880  at  Nos.  7-1  and  76  Federal  street,  the 
building  being  destroyed  by  fire  on  March  20,  1880.  Before  the  fire 
was  extinguished  a  new  location  was  found  at  550  I' niton  street.  In 
1SS1  the  first  of  the  live  factories  occupied  by  the  present  firm,  cover- 
ing an  area  of  one  hundred  by  one  hundred  feet,  was  erected  and 
occupied.  In  1'88-J  the  second  factory  fifty  by  one  hundred  feet  was 
built.  In  1890  the  present  ti  rm  centralized  its  entire  manufacturing  opera- 
tions by  occupying  its  third  building  one  hundred  by  one  hundred  feet ; 
the  entile  establishment  then  having  a  frontage  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet,  and  making  one  of  the  most  prominent  features  of  the  city. 

The  history  ol  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  successful  firm  of  Coon 
\  Co.  is  a  record  of  business  devotion  and  unremitting  perseverance. 
This  house  was  established  in  1856  by  John  11.  Coon  and  II.  \Y.  Cole, 
the  former  having  recently  returned  after  a  successful  venture  in  Cali- 
fornia. The  (inn  of  Cole  &  Coon  first  manufactured  collars  at  the 
northwest  corner  of  Grand  Division  (now  Grand)  and  North  Third 
streets,  but  in  I  859  removed  to  the  Manufacturers'  Bank  building.  In 
that  year  ].  M.  Van  Volkenburgh  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  and  the 
linn  became  Cole,  Coon  &  Co.  In  1861  the  business  was  removed  to 
No.  7  Union  street,  where  it  remained  until  destroyed  in  the  great  fire 
of  1862.  In  1801  Mr.  Cole  had  withdrawn  and  Coon  &  Van  Volken- 
burgh had  succeeded  to  the  business.  In  1808  1.  M.  Van  Volkenburgh 
withdrew  and  J.  H.  Coon,  W,  11.  Reynolds  and  Daniel  \V.  Coon  founded 
39 
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the  firm  of  Coon,  Reynolds  &Co.,  which  continued  in  successful  opera- 
tion to  the  death  of  W.  II.  Reynolds  in  1870.  In  that  year  the  firm  of 
Coon  &  Co.  was  founded  by  |.  II.  Coon,  1).  VV.  Coon,  H.  C.  Statzell 
and  F.  F.  Peabody,  the  last  two  members  having1  held  important  posi 
tions  with  the  preceding  firm.  In  I  SKI  the  factory  was  removed  to  the 
upper  stories  of  No.  550  Fulton  street,  where  the  operations  of  the  firm 
were  for  a  while  suspended  by  fire,  the  building  being  partly  destroyed 
on  the  night  of  February  10,  1885.  The  success  of  Coon  &  Co.  was  the 
natural  result  of  the  individual  enterprise  of  the  several  members  of 
the  firm,  D.  W.  Coon  having  charge  of  the  factor}1,  and  J.  11.  Coon, 
If.  C.  Stat/.ell,  and  F.  F.  Peabody  having  the  care  of  the  salesrooms  in 
New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Chicago  and  San  Francisco.  The 
successes  of  Cluett,  Coon  &  Co.  have  run  parallel  with  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  city.  The  business  had  reached  such  proportions  in 
1894  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  still  further  increase  the  manufac 
luring  facilities,  and  the  fourth  factor}1  was  added,  giving  a  hundred 
feet  additional  on  the  north.  May  1st,  1804,  fohn  II.  Coon  retired 
from  the  firm  after  an  active  business  career  of  thirty  eight  years. 
During  the  summer  of  1800  a  still  further  addition  to  the  factories  of 
Cluett,  Coon  &  Co.  was  made  by  extending  lift}1  feet  still  further  on  the 
north,  so  that  at  the  present  time  the  live  factories  have  a  frontage  on 
River  street  of  four  hundred  feet  with  a  depth  of  nearly  one  hundred 
feet.  Cluett,  Coon  &  Co.  are  uncpiestionably  the  largest  manufacturers 
of  shirts,  collars  and  culls  in  (he  world. 

The  collar  and  cuff  manufacturing  firm  of  Karl  &  Wilson  is  also  one 
of  the  most  celebrated  in  the  world.  The  concern  was  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  Troy  to  creel  a  building  particularly  designed  for  us  business. 
The  experience  ol  the  senior  proprietor,  W  illiam  S.  Karl,  in  the  manu- 
facture of  collars  and  culls  began  in  1818,  when  he  was  employed  in 
the  factory  of  his  father  in-law,  Jefferson  Gardner,  on  King  street.  In 
1850  he  engaged  in  the  business  alone  and  from  L856  to  1858  was  asso- 
ciated with  Edwin  D.  Blanchard.  January  I ,  I  807,  he  and  Washington 
Wilson  entered  into  partnership  under  the  name  of  Earl  &  Wilson.  In 
1.873  his  son,  Gardner  Earl,  was  admitted  into  the  firm,  and  in  1881 
Arthur  R.  Wilson,  a  brother  of  Washington  Wilson,  was  admitted. 
Gardner  Earl  died  in  1887  and  later  in  the  same  year  Edgar  K.  Betts 
joined  the  firm.  In  1870  Earl  &  Wilson  moved  into  their  building  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  Broadway  and  Seventh  street. 

The  firm  of  Corliss,  Coon  lK:  Co.,  collar  and  cuff  manufacturers,  was 


Manufacturing  and  mercantile  establishments  of  troy.  207 


founded  in  1838  by  John  M.  Corliss  and  Arnold  H.  Holdridge.  The 
partnership  was  dissolved  in  the  following  year  and  Mr.  Corliss  con- 
tinued the  business  alone  until  1X40,  when  he  and  John  White  were  in 
partnership.  From  1840  to  1840  he  was  associated  with  Hiram  House, 
and  in  1854  Samuel  N.  Ide  was  admitted  as  a  partner.  He  retired  in 
1 857,  and  in  1808  the  firm  was  succeeded  1))'  John  M.  Corliss  &  Son 
(Wilbur  P.  Corliss).  The  firm  of  Corliss  Bros.  &  Co.  was  formed  in 
1882  by  Wilbur  P.  Corliss,  Charles  II.  Corliss,  John  A.  Corliss  and 
Elmer  II.  Garrett;  Charles  11.  Corliss  retired  in  1890,  and  in  1805 
Albert  F.  Coon  was  admitted,  the  linn  becoming  Corliss,  Coon  &  Co. 

The  house  of  Miller,  Hall  &  Hartwell  was  originally  established  in 
1800,  when  Justus  Miller,  A.  P.  Hamlin  and  Joseph  Wheelock,  under 
the  name  of  Hamlin,  Miller  &  Co.,  began  manufacturing  collars  and 
cuffs  at  404  Fulton  street.  '  (  >n  the  dissolution  of  the  partnership  in  the 
following  year,  Miller  eVr  Wheelock  continued  the  business.  In  1874 
E.  W.  Bingham  became  a  member  of  the  firm,  which  then  took  the 
name  of  Miller,  Wheelock  &  Co.  In  1875  the  firm  was  succeeded  by 
that  of  Miller  &  Bingham.  After  the  death  of  E.  Wr.  Bingham  in  1877, 
his  witlow  retained  an  interest  in  the  business  until  L878,  under  the 
name  of  Miller  &  Bingham.  Justus  Miller  conducted  the  business  at 
Nos.  485,  487,  489  and  49]  River  street  until  December  7,  187!),  when 
the  building  was  burned.  Until  July  1,  1880,  he  occupied  the  building 
on  the  corner  of  River  and  Moosick  street,  whence  he  moved  into  his 
new  and  commodious  manufactory  on  the  west  side  of  River  street, 
north  of  Hoosick  street.  In  1881  the  present  firm  was  organized,  its 
members  being  Justus  Miller,  William  L,  Hall  and  Chas.  E.  Hartwell. 
lu  ISuothc  firm  erected  the  new  addition  In  then  factory,  making  in 
all  a  plant  175  by  100  feet,  six  stories  in  height.  Employment  is  fur- 
nished in  the  several  departments  to  upwards  of  1,200  persons.  The  firm 
also  operates  branch  factories  at  Hoosick  Palls  and  Mechanicville, 
N.  Y.,  and  supplies  factories  in  cities  and  villages  contiguous  to  Troy, 
furnishing  work  to  nearly  L,500  other  operators  in  these  localities. 

George  P.  Ide  &  Co.  are  the  latest  successors  of  the  firm  established 
in  1805  by  George  P.  Ide  ami  S.  V.  R.  Ford.  Samuel  N.  Ide  was  ad- 
mitted in  1867,  and  in  LS72  Mr.  Ford  was  succeeded  by  Charles  E. 
Bruce.  In  1878  the  firm  was  dissolved  and  George  P.  Ide,  James  M. 
Ide  and  Charles  E.  Bruce  formed  a  copartnership,  which  was  succeeded 
in  1881  by  George  P.  Ide&Co.  (George  P  Ide,  James  M.  Ide  and  Frank 
B  Twining.)    Alba  N.  Ide,  son  of  George  I'.  Ide,  was  admitted  to  the 
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firm  in  1889.  The  Brokaw  Manufacturing  company,  formed  in  1890 
by  George  1*.  Ide,  W.  B.  Brokaw  and  Prank  I!.  Twining,  occupies  a 
part  of  the  big  building  of  the  firm  on  River  street. 

The  founder  of  the  house  now  controlled  by  William  Marker  was 
|.  W.  Wheeler,  who  engaged  in  business  in  L86G.  Mis  successors  were 
Wheeler,  Bisco  &  Corning,  L8GG;  Bisco,  Corning  &  Abbey,  I860;  Bisco 
&  Corning,  L87&;  Douglas  Corning,  LS7G;  Douglas  Corning  &  Co. 
(William  Barker),  188.1;  Corning  &  Barker,  1885;  and  William  Barker, 
1887. 

The  house  of  Holmes  &  Ide  was  originally  founded  December  1, 
1869,  by  Messrs.  Parks,  Ide  &  Holmes,  occupying  the  second  and  third 
Moors  of  the  Manufacturers'  National  Bank  building  at  River  and  King- 
streets.  They  moved  in  IS7\!  to  the  Cole  building  in  Sixth  avenue, 
north  of  Union  depot,  where  they  occupied  two  floors.  In  1877  Stephen 
Parks,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm,  retired  from  the  business,  and 
the  present  firm  was  organized,  the  individual  members  being  Henry 
Holmes  and  John  C.  Ide.  About  I  SSI!  the  factory  was  moved  to  the  Tib- 
bits  buildings,  River  and  Federal  streets,  the  upper  floor  of  both  budd- 
ings being  occupied.  In  18SG  the  firm  leased  three  floors  of  the  Tibbits 
building,  40?  to  41?  Federal  street,  where  they  have  been  located  to 
the  present  time. 

Tim  &  Co.  engaged  in  the  collar  business  in  187*2,  the  members  of 
the  firm  at  that  time  being  Louis  Tim,  Solomon  Tim  and  Max  I  lerman, 
J.  O'Sullivan  joined  the  firm  in  187G.  The  new  factory  in  the  real'  of 
Sixth  street  south  of  Broadway  was  built  in  1881.  In  L8S3  M.  Ober 
was  admitted  to  the  business.  He  withdrew  in  1SSS  and  was  followed 
live  next  wav  by  Messrs.  Herman  and  O'Sullivan.  April  I,  is;s,  the 
linn  of  Tim,  Wallerstein  iV  Co.  was  organized  by  Louis  Tim,  Solomon 
Tim,  K.  Wallerstein  and  Max  1  lerman. 

Van  Zandt,  Jacobs  &  Co.  began  business  in  ISSllin  the  Cronin  build- 
ing" on  the  corner  of  River  and  Pederal  streets.  Three  years  afterwards 
they  moved  to  the  Burdett  building,  and  soon  after  that  property  was 
burned  in  IS9G  they  began  the  erection  of  a  new  factory  at  the  corner 
of  River  and  Rensselaer  streets,  which  they  expect  to  occupy  before 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1.897. 

Of  the  numerous  other  collar,  cuff  and  shirt  manufacturing  linns  in 
Troy,  Fellows  &  Co.  originated  from  the  house  of  Lyman  Bennett, 
founded  in  1834  ;  J.  Stettheimer,  jr.,  &  Co.  succeeded  J.  Stettheimer, 
who  started  in  business  in  ISO:!,  Joseph  Bowman  &  Sons  originated  in 
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the  house  of  Bowman  &  Mosely,  founded  in  1853;  H.  C.  Curtis  &  Co., 
founded  by  H.  C.  Curtis  and  Charles  Cleminshaw  in  ISS4;  Ball  Bros. 
(John  C.  Ball),  succeeded  Gallup  &  Tucker,  founded  in  L.8C4  ;  C.  H.  Mc- 
Clellan  &  Co.  originated  in  the  house  of  Gallup  &  Tucker  (William  H. 
Gallup  and  Sidney  D.  Tucker);  Wilbur  &  Co  originated  in  the  firm  of 
Wilbur,  De  Bois  &  Wilbur,  formed  in  L S 8 3 ;  Gunnison  &  Marvin  orig- 
inated as  Gunnison  &  Stewart  in  1854;  E.  W.  Marvin  began  business 
November  1 ,  1894. 

The  Troy  Steel  company,  one  of  Troy's  mammoth  manufacturing 
concerns,  was  the  outgrowth  of  the  Albany  Rolling  and  Slitting  mill, 
built  in  1807  by  Brinckerhoff  &  Co.  of  Albany  on  the  site  of  the  De  Freest 
fulling  mill  on  the  north  side  of  the  lower  fall  of  the  Wynants  kill.  It 
was  purchased  in  L82(J  by  Krastus  Corning,  who  called  it  the  Albany  nail 
factory.  Soon  after  JohnT.  Norton  became  associated  with  him  under 
the  firm  name  of  Norton  &  Corning.  Four  years  later  the  firm  was 
dissolved,  lames  Horner  entering  into  partnership  with  Mr.  Corning. 
In  1838  John  lb  Wins-low  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  which  became 
Corning,  Horner  &  Winslow,  and  the  plant  was  called  the  Albany  Iron 
Works.  In  1 849  the  steam  mill  on  the  south  .side  of  the  Wynants  kill 
was  erected.  Cater  Erastus  Corning,  jr.,  and  Gilbert  C.  Davidson 
were  admitted  and  the  firm  became  Corning,  Winslow  &  Co.  In  1SG4 
the  firm  became  Corning  .V  Winslow,  and  three  years  later  Erastus 
Coining  &  Co.  assumed  control.  The  great  plant  also  includes  the 
extinct  Troy  Vulcan  company's  works,  established  in  I84G,  in  which 
Henry  Burden,  John  F.  Winslow,  John  A.  Griswold,  Erastus  Corning 
sr.,  Erastus  Corning,  jr.,  and  Chester  Griswold  were  at  various  times 
interested;  ami  the  plant  ol  the  Bessemer  steel  works  established  m 
180M  by  Alexander  T.  Holley,  John  lb  Winslow  and  |ohn  A.  Griswold. 
The  plant  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  produced  the  best 
grades  of  steel  in  the  United  States.  Erastus  Corning  &  Co.  and  fohn 
A.  Griswold  &.  Co.  consolidated  March  I,  1875,  under  the  name  of  the 
Albany. &  Rensselaer  Iron  and  Steel  company,  with  Erastus  Corning  as 
president,  Chester  Griswold  as  vice  president,  and  Selden  lb  Marvin 
as  secretary  and  treasurer.  September  1,  1885,  this  concern  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Troy  Steel  &  Iron  company,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$2,500,000.  Three  great  blast  furnaces  were  erected  by  the  company 
on  Breaker  Island  in  L885  ami  1886,  the  first  being  put  in  operation  in 
May,  1887..  From  that  time  the  Albany  Iron  works  department  has 
been  devoted  mainly  to  the  production  of  merchant  iron,  rivets  and 
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railroad  track  supplies,  the  Rensselaer  Iron  works  department  to  the 
manufacture  of  merchant  steel,  tire,  tie-plates,  spikes  and  steel  for 
agricultural  implements;  the  Bessemer  steel  works  department  to  the 
production  of  merchant  steel  and  billets  for  steel  wire;  and  the  blast 
furnaces  to  the  manufacture  of  Bessemer  pig  iron.  In  the  summer  of 
18%  the  'Troy  Steel  company,  successor  to  the  'Pro)'  Steel  and  Iron 
company,  began  operating  the  improved  plant  on  Breaker  Island.  The 
reorganized  company  is  capitalized  at  $2,500,000  and  its  officers  are: 
President,  Frank  S.  Witherbee  of  Port  Henry,  N.  Y. ;  vice  president 
and  general  manager,  George  A.  Bell ;  secretary  and  general  sales 
agent,  Frank  W.  Edmunds-  chief  engineer  and  general  superintendent, 
E.  1).  Arnold;  directors,  H.  H.  Rogers,  Frank  S.  Witherbee,  William 
Kemp,  Junius  S.  Morgan,  George  A,  Bell,  Hamilton  11.  Durand  and 
Philip  ( i.  Bartlett.  The  output  of  the  reorganized  concern  is  to  be  steel 
produced  l>v  the  basic  process.  The  plant  consists  of  the  three  blast  fur- 
naces erected  several  years  ago,  each  eighty  feet  high;  the  cupola  ami 
converting  works  :>()()  feet  south  of  the  blast  furnaces;  the  extractor 
building,  100  feet  south  of  the  converting  works;  the  furnace  and 
blooming  mill  building,  twenty-five  feet  south  of  the  extractor  budd- 
ing; the  boiler  house,  lift)'  feet  west  of  the  blooming  mill  buildings; 
the  engine  house,  machine  shop  and  the  new  office,  north  of  the  boiler 
house.  The  capacity  of  the  works  is  about  700  tons  of  basic  steel  per 
day. 

The  Burden  Iron  company's  works  originated  from  the  rolling  and 
slitting  mill  erected  in  1809  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Wvnants  kill  at 
the  upper  fall  In  ISlii  the  Troy  Iron  and  Nail  Factory  company, 
composed  of  |ohn  Converse,  Nathaniel  Adams,  Ruggles  Whiting, 
llenf\  helavan  and  C.  F.  backus,  purchased  the  plant;  and  in  IS".*-] 
Henry  Burden,  ;'  Scotch  engineer  who  had  been  manufacturing  agri- 
cultural implements  in  Albany  lor  two  or  three  years,  became  its  super- 
intendent. Mr.  Burden  was  a  scientific  worker  and  he  invented  man)' 
appliances  which  brought  him  fame  and  the  foundations  for  a  vast 
fortune.  One  of  the  greatest  of  these  was  a  machine  for  the  manufacture 
of  "T"  and  ''II"  rails,  which  in  LS3C  were  beginning  to  supersede  the 
flat  rails  on  the  railroads  oi  the  country.  Three  years  later  he  invented 
what  was  known  as  "Burden's  rotary  concentric  squeezer,"  which  soon 
came  into  use  throughout  the  entire  iron  manufacturing  world.  So 
great  was  Mr.  Burden's  success  that  in  ISIS  he  became  proprietor  of 
the  factor)'.     During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  he  made  many  thou- 
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sands  of  horseshoes  for  the  cavalry  in  the  army-,  all  being  the  product 
of  a  machine  which  lie  had  invented  a  few  years  before,  and  which,  since 
then,  has  come  into  use  in  several  European  countries.  The  average 
output  of  the  mills  for  years  has  been  over  10,000,000  horseshoes  per 
annum.  In  186-J  the  firm  of  H.  Burden  &  Sons  was  founded.  William 
F.  Burden  died  December  7,  1867,  when  the  three  other  members  of 
the  firm  continued  the  business.  Henry  Burden  died  January  19,  1871, 
after  which  James  A.  and  I.  Townsend  Burden,  brothers,  conducted 
the  works  under  the  name  of  11.  Burden  &  Sons,  June  30,  1881,  the 
Burden  Iron  company  was  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $>2,000,- 
000,  and  has  since  been  in  control  of  this  mammoth  industry. 

The  Troy  Malleable  Iron  company,  whose  worksare  located  at  (ireen 
Island,  was  founded  in  1850  by  George  Harrison  and  William  Knight. 
E,  Warren  Paine  was  admitted  to  the  firm  in  1854',  a  few  years  later 
being  succeeded  by  John  W.  I'aine.  The  succeeding  linns  were  Har- 
rison, Kellogg  &  Co.  (George  Harrison,  lames  H.  Kellogg  and  John 
Dunn),  18lia;  Harrison  &  Kellogg,  1860;  Troy  Malleable  Iron  com- 
pany (William  Sleichcr,  jr.,  William  A.  Griffin  and  Waldo  K.  Chase), 
1881.    The  present  company  was  incorporated  May  1,  1884. 

The  establishment  of  the  Gilbert  Car  company's  works  has  been  de- 
cribed  in  preceding  pages.  In  lst;\!  the  partnership  of  Eaton,  Gilbert 
&  Co.  was  dissolved,  and  Cri  Gilbert  continued  the  business  until  186;}, 
when  William  E.  Gilbert  became  associated  in  it  with  his  father,  under 
the  firm  name  of  CJri  (iilbert  &  Son.  In  August,  1864,  a  part  of  the 
car  works  were  burned.  New  buildings  were  erected  and  the  business 
greatly  enlarged.  During  the  war  about  500  gun-carriages  for  the 
United  Stales  government  wore  made  at  the  works.  In  186-I  the  linn 
oi  Uri  Gilbert  i\  Son  was  succeeded  by  thai  of  Gilbert,  Hush  iV  Co.,  the 
former  partners  admitting  Walter  R.  Hush  into  the  business.  In  ISC'; 
Edward  G.  Gilbert  and  Walter  R.  Hush,  jr.,  were  admitted  into  part- 
nership, and  in  I860  L  ( >.  Hansom.  In  1872  the  latter  withdrew. 
The  firm  of  (iilbert,  Bush  &  Co.  was  succeeded  by  the  Gilbert  X-  Bush 
company  on  January  1,  1879.  On  August  2.5,  1882,  the  (iilbert  Car 
Manufacturing  company  was  organized  and  took  control  of  the  busi- 
ness. William  E.  (.iilbert  was  vice-president  and  treasurer  of  the  com- 
panv  and  Fred.  S.  Young  assistant  president  and  secretary.  August 
15,  1893,  justice  Stephen  L.  Mavham  of  the  Supreme  Court  granted 
judgments  against  the  company  aggregating  nearly  $150,000,  and  the 
sheriff  of  Albany  county  took  possession  of  the  plant  on  Green  Island, 
where  it  had  been  located  for  forty  years. 
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There  was  a  time,  not  many  years  ago,  when  Troy  was  celebrated 
as  the  home  of  the  stove  industry  in  the  United  States.  For  years — 
and  even  now — stoves  made  in  Troy  were  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 
There  arc  still  several  prosperous  stove  concerns  in  Troy,  but  the  out- 
put of  the  city  is  not  what  it  was  a  score  of  years  ago.  In  1821  Charles 
and  Nathaniel  Starbuck  and  Ephraim  Gurley  began  the  casting  of 
stove  plates,  in  that  year  succeeding  Hanks,  Gurley  <.V  Co. — Alpheus 
and  Truman  Hanks  and  Ephraim  Gurley— who,  in  1818,  built  the  Troy 
Air  Furnace,  the  first  foundry  in  Troy.  In  |s;>:;  the  Eagle  Furnace, 
afterward  known  as  the  Rensselaer,  was  erected  by  Nazro  cV  Curtis, 
who  were  succeeded  in  1828  by  L.  Stratton  &  Son.  After  this  the 
plant  was  run  by  Johnson  «.V  'leer  (Iilias  Johnson  and  Gilbert  fleer), 
1  s:J4 ;  Johnson,  Geer  &  Cox,  1840;  fohnson  &  Cox,  1840;  Johnson, 
Cox  &  Fuller,  1850;  Cox,  Warren,  .Morrison  <.V  Co.,  1854;  fuller,  War- 
ren &  Morrison,  1855;  and  fuller,  Warren  &Co.,  1850.  The  Fuller  & 
Warren  company  was  incorporated  December  31,  1881,  with  a  capital 
of  §(500,000,  the  first  trustees  being  Joseph  W.  Fuller,  John  Hobart 
Warren,  Charles  W.  Tillinghast,  Walter  A.  Wood  and  Walter  F.  War- 
ren. The  company's  property — the  Clinton  Stove  works -  covers  six 
acres  of  ground,  bounded  by  Madison,  River  and  Monroe  streets  and 
the  Hudson  river. 

The  Empire  Stove  works  of  George  W.  Swctt  iV  Co.,  on  the  northwest 
and  southwest  corners  of  Second  and  Ida  streets,  are  the  second  oldest  in 
the  city.  The  Empire  Foundry,  now  managed  by  Win,  A.  Felton  for  the 
estate  of  George  W.  Swett,  succeeded  the  firm  of  Swett,  Cjuimby&  Co., 
which  originated  in  the  foundry  of  Anson  Atwood,  founded  in  1S4-1. 
The  succeeding  firms  were  Atwood  >.K-  Cole  in  1845;  Atwood,  Cole  &  Crane 
in  is  lii;  I 'ease,  Kceney  &  Co.  in  I84S;  Clark,  Keeney  <!t  Co.  in  1850;  Fel- 
ton, Keeney&  O*.  in  1851  ;  Swctt,  Quimby&  Co.  in  l852;Swett,  Qiiimby 
&  Perry  in  l8(it;Geo.  W.  Swett&Co,  in  lss:j;  Empire  Stove  Works,  Geo. 
W.  Swett,pfoprietor,  in  1893.  Up  to  Mr.  Swett's  death  in  1895  this  house 
had  the  experience  of  fifty  years  in  the  stove  and  machinery  business. 
Stoves  and  ranges  made  by  this  house  are  well  known  all  over  the 
country.  The  heaviest  castings  ever  made  in  Troy  (one  weighing 
twenty-eight  tons)  have  been  turned  out  at  this  foundry.  The  most 
remarkable  fact  connected  with  the  Empire  Foundry  is  that  it  has  been 
longer  in  continuous  existence  under  one  management  than  perhaps 
any  other  business  concern  in  Troy.    The  firm  of  Swett,  Quimby  &  Co. 
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succeeded  Feltpn,  Keeney  <K:  Co.  in  1852.  Swett,  Quimby&  Co.  bought 
the  Empire  Foundr)'  of  Amory  Feltpn,  and  made  in  some  years  as  high 
as  5,000  stoves  and  10,000  oil  stoves.  As  many  as  300  men  were  em- 
ployed and  130  tons  of  iron  melted  weekly  when  in  full  operation,  in- 
cluding the  ear  wheel  department  (Jonas  S.  Heartt  &  Co.),  of  which 
they  turned  out  as  many  as  25,000  wheels  per  year.  Swett,  Ouimby  & 
Co.  were  equal  partners  with  [onas  S.  Heartt  in  this  branch  of  the  busi- 
ness carried  on  at  this  foundry. 

The  Bussey  <!v  McLeod  Stove  company  occupies  a  plant  cover- 
ing four  acres  of  ground  on  the  east  side  of  Oakwood  avenue  north  of 
Hoosick  street,  erected  in  18G3  by  the  firm  composed  of  Esek  Bussey, 
Charles  A.  McLeod  and  John  O.  Merriam,  organized  that  year. 
The  firm  was  succeeded  December  30,  1.882,  by  the  Bussey  &  McLeod 
Stove  company,  of  which  Esek  Bussey  is  president,  Charles  A.  Mc- 
Leod vice-president,  Esek  Bussey,  jr.,  treasurer  and  Sayre  McLeod 
secretary.  Among  the  other  stove  firms,  Burdett,  Smith  &  Co.  was 
organized  in  1871  to  succeed  L.  Potter  &  Co.,  established  in  1853. 
Since  1883  the  firm  has  been  composed  of  Edward  Burdett  and  VV. 
Stone  Smith.  The  firm  of  [.  C.  Henderson  &  Co.  succeeds  Shavor  &■ 
Henderson,  established  in  1809;  Sheldon,  Green  &  Co.,  1870;  Shavor 
&  Henderson,  1872;  J.  C.  Henderson,  1870,  and  J.  C.  Henderson  & 
Co.  (James  A.  Henderson),  1885.  Burtis  «K;  Mann,  established  in  1883, 
were  succeeded  l>y  Herbert  R.  Mann.  The  stove  works  of  Andrew  B. 
B.  Pales  were  established  in  1835  by  A.  M.  Stratton,  Mr.  Fales  becom- 
ing proprieti  >r  in  I  872. 

The  stove  linings  and  fire  brick  works  of  the  McLeod  &  Henry  com- 
pauv  wore  established  ill  1871  by  |ucob  Henry.  Bacon  \  Henry  suc- 
ceeded hun,  ami  they,  in  turn  were  succeeded  by  Harvey  S.  McLeod 
in  18S2.  The  Mel. cod  &  Henry  company  was  formed  February  1,  IS87. 

The  Wayside  Knitting  Company  was  incorporated  in  the  summer  of 
188s  with  William  H.  Rowe  as  president,  P.  I),  [vane  as  treasurer  and 
Peter  McCarthy  as  secretary.  The  first  location  of  the  firm  was  the 
old  Brookside  mill  on  Ida  hill.  They  removed  to  their  new  quarters 
on  ("den  avenue  in  1802  For  over  three  years  the  mills  have  been 
operated  night  and  day,  and  the  output  is  exceeded  by  but  few  mills  in 
the  United  States.  Peter  McCarthy  succeeded  P.  1  >.  Kane  as  treas- 
urer, and  M.  C.  Rowe  succeeded  Peter  McCarthy  as  secretary  in  1890. 
William  II.  Rowe,  jr.,  succeeded  Peter  McCarthy  as  treasurer  in  1891 
40 
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and  J.  P.  W.  Rowe  succeeded  M.  C.  Rowe  as  secretary  in  1894.  L. 

E.  Shaver  has  always  been  superintendent  of  the  mill. 

The  Commercial  Knitting  Mills  company  was  organized  in  Decem- 
ber, 1889,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000  and  these  officers:  President, 

F.  M.  Aufsesser;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Jonas  M.  Barnet;  directors, 
F.  M.  Aufsesser,  Jonas  M.  Barnet,  Gates  Barnet  and  William  Barnet. 
The  mills  are  located  on  Ida  hill. 

The  Rob  Roy  Hosiery  company,  of  which  Charles  A.  Brown  is  pres- 
ident and  Theodore  P.  Barnum  is  treasurer,  was  organized  October  10, 
1882,  and  its  factory  was  completed  and  ready  for  occupancy  in  the 
spring  of  1S8-3.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $50,000,  and  the 
officers  chosen  at  the  first  election  were:  President,  Charles  A.  Brown; 
vice-president,  Charles  A.  McLeod;  treasurer,  Theodore  F.  Barnum; 
secretary,  Charles  L.  Alden.  The  company  turns  out  immense  quan • 
tities  of  knit  goods  annually. 

Another  prominent  industry  is  the  manufacture  of  paper,  begun  in 
1792  in  a  mill  on  the  Poesten  kill.  About  L804  David  Buel  erected 
another  mill  on  the  Wynants  kill  near  Albia,  but  it  was  destroyed  by  a 
flood  in  181-1.  Soon  after  he  built  another  near  the  site  of  the  old  one 
The  manufacture  of  paper  was  continued  there  in  1819  by  Field  & 
Stone,  by  Wilson  &  Bird  in  1828,  by  Joseph  T.  &  Thomas  Rowland  in 
18:51,  by  Peleg  Mowland  in  L840,  by  Joseph  Smart  in  1853,  by  Joseph 
W.  and  Andrew  J.  Smart  in  1858  and  by  Robert  T.  Smart  in  1875. 
In  1858  Robert  T.  Smart  purchased  the  flouring  mill  of  Jonathan  Rich- 
ardson in  Albia  and  began  the  manufacture  of  paper  there.  From  1868 
to  1873  the  business  was  conducted  by  D.  D.  Tompkins,  when  Robert 
T.  Sm. in  again  became  proprietor'.  In  is;>*  A.  \  \V.  On*  began  the 
manufacture  of  wall  paper  at  No.  i  1  Congress  street,  removing  two 
years  Liter  to  No.  2G5  River  street.  In  1847  William  O.  Cunningham 
was  admitted  to  the  firm,  which  became  A.  &  W.  Orr  &  Co.  In  1857 
the  firm  built  theTroy  paper  mill  on  the  hydraulic  canal.  In  1808  Alex- 
ander M.  Orr  became  associated  in  the  business.  That  year  Alexander 
Orr  died  and  the  following  year  Mr.  Cunningham  retired  and  Frederick 
W.  Orr  became  a  partner,  the  firm  name  being  changed  to  Orrs  &  Co. 
In  1883  the  firm  bought  the  Mount  Vernon  Hour  mill,  which  was  con- 
verted into  a  paper  mill.  February  1,  Ims;>,  S.  Alexander  Orr,  son  of 
William  Orr,  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  the  name  being  unchanged. 
In  1810  Manning  &  Howland  (William  II.  Manning  and  Gardner  I  low- 
land) built  the  Mount  Ida  paper  mill  on  the  Poesten  kill,  west  of  Ida 
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falls.  Calvin  Williams  subsequently  became  interested  with  the  firm 
but  sold  <jiit  in  1850  to  Reuben  Peckham.  William  II.  Manning  died 
in  ISao  and  John  A.  Manning  became  a  partner  in  1802.  Reuben 
Peckham  died  in  1887,  William  M.  Peckham,  his  son,  succeeding  to 
his  interest,  the  firm  being  known  as  Manning  &  Peckham.  In  1806 
John  A.  Manning  and  E.  Warren  Paine,  under  the  name  of  Manning 
&  Paine,  began  making  manilla  paper  at  the  Olympus  mills  on  River 
street.  Since  1883  John  A.  Manning  has  also  been  making  manilla 
paper  at  the  Crystal  Palace  mill  on  River  street. 

The  Ludlow  Valve  Manufacturing  company  was  founded  in  1800  at 
Waterford.  In  L872  a  large  plant  was  erected  in  Lansingburgh,  where 
the  business  developed  to  such  great  proportions  that  in  181)0  the  com- 
pany purchased  a  part  of  the  old  property  of  the  Troy  Steel  and  Iron 
company,  known  as  the  Rensselaer  rail  mill,  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  city,  where  the  refitting  of  the  large  plant  was  at  once  begun. 
Henry  G.  Ludlow  for  many  years  has  been  the  principal  stockholder 
in  the  company.    John  T.  Christie  is  its  president. 

The  Ross  Valve  company  was  organized  February  10,  188:2,  with  R. 

H.  McClellan  as  president  and  T.  A.  Clexton  as  secretary  and  treas- 
urer, and  with  a  capital  stock  of  $11,000.  Ceorge  Ross  succeeded  to 
the  presidency  September  13,  18S0,  and  has  since  held  that  position. 
The  capital  stock  was  increased  to  §40,000  September  12,  1890.  The 
main  office  is  on  Oakwood  avenue,  where  the  works  are  located. 

It  has  long  been  the  boast  of  Troy  that  the  bells  made  in  the  city 
are  heard  in  every  civilized  country  on  earth.  As  early  as  1825  Julius 
Hanks  established  a  bell  foundry  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Fifth 
avenue  :uul  Fulton  street,  continuing  the  business  until  IS-10.  l'ber 
Jones  and  James  II.  Hitchcock  began  the  casting  of  bells  in  1852  on 
the  northwest  corner  of  Adams  and  First  streets,  and  in  1851  in  their 
foundry  on  the  southwest  corner  of  the  same  streets.  In  1850  Lber 
Jones  and  H.  J.  King  succeeded  to  the  business;  in  I860  Lber  Jones, 
Octavus  Jones  and  Sylvanus  Birch;  in  180?  Octavus  Jones  and  Marcus 
R.  Jones,  and  in  1873  the  Jones  Hell  Foundry  company,  which  discon- 
tinued business  in  May,  1887. 

Clinton  II.  Meneely  and  Oeorge  H.  Kimberly  began  the  manufac- 
ture of  bells  in  1 80! J  on  the  east  side  of  River  street  between  Washing- 
ton and  Adams  streets.  The  firm  dissolved  in  1879  and  was  succeeded 
by  the  Clinton  H.  Meneely  Bell  company,  which  was  organized  January 
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In  1793,  perhaps  earlier,  Colonel  Stephen  J.  Schuyler  ran  a  brewery 
in  Troy.  Other  breweries  have  been  established  as  follows:  Kennedy 
&  Murphy,  originally  owned  by  Charles  Hurstfield  and  Thomas  Trenor, 
who  started  in  1820;  succeeded  in  182;!  by  Read  &  Armstrong;  Read, 
Armstrong  &  Co.,  1832;  Read  &  Son,  1837;  M.  P.  Read  &  Bros.,  184  I  ; 
Read  &  Bros.,  1847;  Arba  Read,  1856;  Read  Bros,  1857;  Dunn  & 
Kennedy,  18(57,  and  Kennedy  &  Murphy  (William  Kennedy  and  Ed- 
ward Murphy,  jr.),  18(17.  The  plant  known  as  the  Excelsior  brewery 
is  located  on  the  south  side  of  Ferry  street.  The  Garryowen  brewery 
was  established  in  1800  by  the  Fitzgerald  Brothers,  Michael,  John  and 
Edmund  Fitzgerald.  .Michael  Fitzgerald  died  in  1870  and  |ohn  Fitzger- 
ald in  188"),  since  which  the  business  has  been  conducted  by  Edmund 
Fitzgerald. 

The  flouring  mills  of  O.  Boutwell  &  Son  were  established  in  1S37  by 
Oliver  Boutwell,  on  the  hydraulic  canal  at  the  State  dam.  In  L8(56 
Charles  A.  Boutwell,  son  of  Oliver  Boutwell,  became  interested  in  the 
business,  and  since  the  death  of  the  latter  in  1888  has  conducted  it 
alone  under  the  firm  name. 

Julius  Hanks  began  the  manufacture  of  surveyors'  instruments  in 
Troy  as  earl)'  as  182.").  I  lis  son  Oscar  continued  the  business  from 
1829  to  1846  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Fulton  street  and  Fifth  avenue. 
In  1842  Jonas  II.  Phelps  began  the  business,  three  years  later  forming 
a  partnership  with  William  Gurley.  In  1851  Lewis  E.  Gurley  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  firm,  the  Gurley  brothers  purchasing  the  interest  of  Mr. 
Phelps  the  following  spring.  Soon  after  they  erected  a  building  on 
Fulton  street.  This  was  destroyed  by  the  lire  of  1862,  when  they  im- 
mediately hegati  the  erection  ol  the  present  structure  William  Gurley 
died  in  188?,  since  which  Lewis  L.  Gurley  has  continued  the  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  W.  \  L.  E.  Gurley. 

The  firm  of  W.  H.  Tolhurst  &  Son,  makers  of  laundry  machinery, 
was  established  in  1856  by  William  II.  Tolhurst.  In  1881  the  present 
works  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Sixth  and  Fulton  streets  were  estab- 
lished, and  January  1,  1884,  Charles  H.  Tolhurst,  sou  of  William  II. 
Tolhurst,  was  admitted  to  the  firm.  The  Troy  Laundry  Machinery 
company,  Limited,  was  incorporated  January  L,  1881,  occupying  the 
building  on  the  north  side  of  Fulton  street  the  following  February. 

Coon  Brothers,  collar  manufacturers,  were  established  in  December, 
1891,  when  W.  II.  Coon  and  I).  B.  Coon  purchased  from  C.  F.  Crosby 
iK:  Co.  their  department  of  manufacturing  laundered  shirts,  collars  and 
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cuffs,  C,  F.  Ci'osby  &  Co.  continuing  to  manufacture  unlaundered  stock 
as  before.  The  factory  was  first  located  &t  3.1:2  River  street,  but  has 
since  been  moved  to  Nos.  1935-1937  Sixth  avenue.  The  concern  also 
operates  a  branch  factory  at  'liens  Falls.  C.  A.  Coon  entered  the  firm 
in  October,  1895 

The  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Joseph  Bowman  &  Sons,  who 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  collars  and  cull's  with  \\Tm.  F.  Moseley, 
under  the  name  of  Bowman  &  Moseley  in  1853,  re  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness in  1S70  at  Nos.  485  and  487  River  street.  In  1  SS:>  he  and  his  sons, 
Cassius  M.  and  Joseph,  jr.,  entered  into  their  present  partnership.  In 
]88(i  they  moved  to  Nos.  380  and  :>ss  River  street,  and  in  1.884  moved 
to  their  present  location,  Nos.  553  to  551)  Federal  street. 

The  International  Shirt  and  Collar  company  is  another  prominent 
industry  of  recent  date.  Its  plant  is  located  at  Nos.  2  to  20  River 
street,  and  it  also  has  branch  houses  in  Boston,  New  York  and  Chicago. 
The  officers  of  the  company  arc:  President,  F.  Beiermeister,  jr.  ;  first 
vice-president,  Charles  P.  Beiermeister;  second  vice-president,  James 
A.  Miller;  treasurer,  George  A.  Spicer;  secretary,  Thomas  11.  Cam- 
pion. 

The  largest  mercantile  establishment  in  the  city  of  Troy,  and  one  of 
the  largest  in  Xew  York  State,  outside  of  New  York  city,  is  that  of 
William  II.  Frear  &  Co.,  located  on  Cannon  place.  In  IS1.):)  Mr.  Frear 
had  the  distinction  of  conducting  a  larger  retail  dry  goods  business 
than  any  other  indiv  idual  merchant  in  an  American  city  of  the  size  of 
Troy.  In  February,  1859,  Mr.  Frear  came  to  Troy,  and  March  ]  of 
that  year  entered  the  dry  goods  store  of  John  Flagg  at  No.  1  2  Fulton 
st root  as  a  salesman.  February  11,  18(15,  he  and  Svlvanus  [Javerlv 
formed  the  partnership  ol  llaverly  &  Frear.  March  i)  of  that  year 
they  opened  a  dry  goods  store  at  No.  322  River  street.  By  articles  of 
agreement  drawn  January  29,  18G8,  John  Flagg  became  a  copartner 
March  1(1,  18G8,  the  firm  taking  the  name  of  Flagg,  Haverly  &  Frear. 
April  9  of  (he  same  year  the  firm  occupied  the  stores  at  Nos.  3  and  I 
Cannon  place.  January-!,  ISO!),  Mr.  Haverly  withdrew  and  the  firm 
name  was  changed  to  that  of  Flagg  &  Frear.  March  1,  1  874,  the  part- 
nership expired  and  Mr.  Frear  came  into  possession  of  the  business. 
On  several  occasions  he  enlarged  the  establishment  by  renting  and  re- 
fitting adjoining  rooms,  until  he  finally  obtained  the  entire  block.  In 
181)4  he  admitted  his  son,  Charles  W.  Frear,  and  his  brother,  Edwin 
A.  Frear,  into  the  business,  under  the  firm  name  of  William  II. 
Frear  &  Co, 
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The  Andrew  M.  Church  company,  Limited,  which  occupies  nearly 
all  the  first  floor  under  Rand's  Opera  house,  was  founded  in  isli  at 
No.  42  Congress  street  by  Edmund  Cole.  He  was  succeeded  in  1 S4 G 
by  George  Bristol  and  in  L85S  the  firm  was  composed  of  the  latter  and 
Edward  E.  B.elden.  From  L861  to  1803  Mr.  Bristol  continued  the  busi- 
ness alone,  in  the  latter  year  being  joined  by  Andrew  M.  Church  and 
George  H.  McFarland.  Mr.  McParland  withdrew  in  1800  and  two 
years  later  Air.  Bristol  died,  when  Mr.  Church  and  Miss  Flavia  Bristol 
continued  the  business.  February  1,  L880,  Mr.  Church  and  Patrick 
Phalen  formed  the  firm  o(  Church  &  Phalen,  and  they  were  succeeded 
in  1887  by  the  Andrew  M.  Church  company,  Limited. 

The  wholesale  dry  goods  house  of  Converse,  Collins,  Merrill  &  Co. 
was  established- in  1800  by  Laban  Gardner  and  Henry  Vail,  and  was 
succeeded  in  1807  by  Henry  and  George  Vail  In  1830  Ebenezer 
Proud  fit  became  a  member  of  the  firm.  In  1832  Henry  Vail  withdrew 
and  the  concern  was  composed  of  George  Vail,  Ebenezer  Proudfit  and 
James  L.  Van  Schoonhoven.  George  Vail  retired  in  1835  and  his  son, 
I).  Thomas  Vail,  was  admitted  to  the  firm.  The  succeeding  firms  were 
Van  Schoonhoven,  Proudfit  &  Co,  1852;  Van  .Schoonhoven,  Fisk  iV 
Holmes,  1859;  Van  Schoonhoven,  Fisk  lV  Converse,  1805;  Converse, 
Cary  &  Co. ,  1,872;  Converse,  "Peckham  &  Co.,  1873;  Converse,  Peck- 
ham  &  Vilas,  1877;  Converse,  Peckham  tv  Co.,  1-881;  Converse,  Col- 
lins, Merrill  &  Co.  (Perrin  W.  Converse,  Cornelius  V.  Collins,  Carlton 
H.  Merrill  and  William  A.  Meeker),  1884. 

The  house  of  G.  V.  S.  Quackenbush  &  Co.  was  founded  in  ls-M  by 
Gerrit  Van  Schaick  Quackenbush,  who  soon  formed  a  partnership  with 
William  C.  Miller,  i ho  lirst  store  being  on  River  street  north  of  State. 
The  tirni  was  dissolved  in  1820,  when  Mr.  Ouaekenbiisli  and  Edwin 
Smith  formed  the  firm  of  Qaekenbush  (N:  Smith.  Mr.  Smith  withdrew 
in  1,828  and  Mr.  Quackenbush  continued  the  business  alone  until  1837, 
when  he  entered  into  a  partnership  with  William  Lee.  From  (83!)  to 
1841  the  firm  had  a  branch  store  at  No.  3  Franklin  square.  From  the 
latter  year  to  180,")  Mr.  Quackenbush  conducted  the  business  alone.  In 
18fio  a  new  firm  was  established,  composed  of  Mr.  Quackenbush,  his 
son  Gerrit,  Samuel  Lasell  and  William  H.  Sherman.  Frederick  Bullis 
entered  the  firm  in  18(18.  Gerrit  Quackenbush  died  May  8,  ISO!),  and 
the  surviving  members  continued  the  business  until  1872,  when  the 
founder  of  the  house  passed  away.  February  I,  is;;;,  Samuel  H.  La- 
sell  and  William  H.  Sherman  succeeded  to  the  business,  and  have  since 
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conducted  it  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Broadway  and  Third  street  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  G.  Y.  S.  Ouackenbush  tSL-  Co. 

Henry  H.  Darling-,  Brother  &  Co.  is  a  wholesale  house  which  traces 
its  origin  to  the  firm  of  Dauchy  &  Rose,  founded  in  1834.  Its  succes- 
sors were:  Samuel  Dauchy,  is:;:);  Dauchy  &  Conkey,  1842;  Dauchy  & 
Flood,  1845;  Dauchy,  Flood  &  Co.,  1852;  Dauchy,  Lee  &  Co.,  185!}; 
Dauchy  &  Flack,  1850;  Dauchy  &  Ainadon,  185!);  Burr&C.  H.  Dauchy, 
1804;  Dauchys  &  Darling,  1805;  Simmons  &  Darling,  1808;  Simmons, 
Darling  &  Co.,  1873;  Henry  II.  Darling  &  Bro.,  1879;  Henry  II. 
Darling,  Brother  &  Co.,  1880;  the  other  members  of  the  firm  being 
Edwin  E.  Darling  and  T.  Lee  Benedict. 

J.  M.  Warren  &  Co.,  the  oldest  hardware  house  in  Troy,  originated 
in  1809  in  the  partnership  then  formed  by  facob  Hart  and  Henry 
Na/ro.  The  first  firm 's. successors  were :  Hart  &  Pitcher,  1821;  Craft, 
Hart  &  Pitcher,  1824;  Han  &  Pitcher,  1830;  Pitcher,  Hart  &  Card, 
1832;  Isaac  B.  Hart,  1832;  Hart,  Lesley  \-  Warren,  1830;  Warrens, 
Hart  &  Lesley,  1840  (Joseph  M.  Warren  entering  the  firm);  J.  M. 
Warren  &  Co.  (Joseph  M.  Warren  and  Charles  W.  Tillinghast),  1855. 
February  1,  1804,  Walter  P.  Warren  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  and  in 
1 80?  Thomas  A.  Tillinghast.  In  1871  the  former  withdrew  and  in 
18711  the  latter  died.  In  1887  J.  M.  Warren  &  Co.  became  incorporated, 
the  members  of  the  concern  then  being  Joseph  M.  Warren,  Charles  W. 
Tillinghast,  Joseph  J.  Tillinghast,  C.  Whitney  Tillinghast,  2nd,  Fred- 
erick A.  Leeds,  H.  F.  Wood  and  II.  S.  Darby. 

The  firm  of  Squires,  Sherry  &  Galusha  originated  in  1841  with  the 
firm  of  Hakes  &  Battershall,  which  was  succeeded  in  1845  by  Hakes, 
Battershall  \  Weed  and  in  I S  •  1 1  i  by  Battershall  &  Weed.  In  ls,V>  the 
linn  became  Uallershall  X  MeDoual  and  in  1855,  by  the  admission  of 
|ohn  Sherry,  Baltershall,  MeDoual  &  Co.  In  1858  Norman  B.  Squires 
succeeded  Ludlow  A.  Battershall,  the  firm  becoming  MeDoual,  Squires 
&  Sherry.  In  1800  Henry  Galusha  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  and  in 
I ss-i  |ames  H.  Sherry,  who  had  been  admitted  in  1874,  died.  Arthur 
G.  Sherry  entered  the  firm  in  L883  and  Franklin  H.  Whitney  in  1891. 
John  Sherry  died  in  1893  and  the  remaining  partners  conduct  the  busi- 
ness under  the  old  name. 

Among  the  other  well  known  mercantile  houses  in  Troy,  Flack  & 
Co.'s  house  was  established  in  1855  by  Roger  A.  Flood  and  Harvey  C. 
Dunham;  fames  E.  Molloy  &  Co.  in  1802  by  fames  E.  Molloy,  his 
brother,  Francis  J.  Molloy,  being  admitted  into  partnership  with  him  in 
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1866;  Graves,  Page  &  Co.  in  1835  by  John  Hunter;  Morey  &  Lee  in 
1805  by  N.  J.  &  N.  W.  Sanford;  Jason  J.  Gillespy  in  1706  by  Ebenezer 
Jones;  J.  J.  Alden  &  Son  in  1850  by  Bosworth  &  Holmes;  John  L. 
Thompson,  Sons  &  Co.  in  1797  by  Samuel  Gale,  jr.  ;  John  A.  Robinson 
&  Co.  in  1804  by  Pomeroy  &  Wells;  Hannibal  Green's  Sons  &  Co.  in 
1832  by  Henry  Nazro,  Augustus  A.  Thurber  and  Hannibal  Green; 
William  H.  Young,  bookseller,  in  1821  by  Ebenezer  Piatt;  JI.  J!.  Nims 
&  Co.,  booksellers  (went  out  of  business  in  18%),  in  1842  by  W.  &  H. 
Merriam;  Cluett  &  Sons  in  ls.vi  by  William  Cluett;  James  W.  Cusack, 
jc.eler,  in  1812  by  Abraham  Fellows;  E.  W.  Houghton,  hatter  and 
furrier,  in  1822  by  George  Fry;  Daniel  Klock,  jr.,  &  Co.,  rubber  goods, 
in  18i;0  by  Henry  Mayell ;  Green  <V  Waterman,  furniture,  in  1828  by 
Elijah  Galusha;  Lee  Chamberlain,  plumber,  in  l850byAlfred  H.  I'ierce 
and  W.  T.  King;  Charles  11.  Dauchy  &  Co.  (Marcus  D.  Russell),  in 
18?<)  by  W.  II.  Deuel  and  C.  11.  Dauchy;  Julius  Saul,  clothier,  by  him- 
self in  1867;  Globe  Ventilator  Co. ,  in  1S76;  Troy  Waste  Manufacturing 
company  in  1  ss;j ;  Trojan  Car  Coupler  company  in  1891;  Cunningham- 
Young  company  in  1801. 

Church  ks. 

In  the  chapters  dealing  with  Troy  as  a  village  and  city  the  history  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  church,  the  oldest  in  Troy,  has  been  carefully 
traced  through  its  early  years.  After  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Jonas  Coe 
in  182-2,  the  Rev.  N.  S.  S.  Beman,  D.  D.,  was  installed  as  pastor  and 
held  that  position  for  the  next  forty  years,  assisted  from  1853  to  iSaT 
by  the  Rev.  Robert  R.  Booth,  D.  D.,  as  co-pastor,  and  bv  the  Rev. 
Horrid*  |ohnson,  D.  I).,  later  on  the  head  of  the  Chicago  Presbyterian 
Theological  seminary,  from  June  25,  I860,  to  1862,  also  as  co  pastor. 
Dr.  Beman  was  continued  as  pastor  emeritus  for  the  next  nine  years, 
from  L 862  to  1871,  when  he  died.  Rev.  Marvin  R.  Vincent,  I),  h., 
was  pastor  from  I803  tol873;  Rev.  George  N.  Webber,  I).  !).,  from 
1875  to  188:5;  Rev.  Kerr  C.  Anderson,  D.  I).,  from  lsS4to  L886.  Rev. 
Theophilus  Parsons  Sawin  was  installed  June  17,  1886,  and  is  still  pas- 
tor. All  the  pastors  have  been  men  of  superior  natural  endowments 
and  all  have  ably  ministered  to  the  intellectual  as  well  as  the  spiritual 
wants  of  their  charge. 

Of  Rev.  Dr.  Beman,  the  lion.  Martin  1.  Townsend,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  church,  said: 
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With  his  coming'  the  whole  world  assumed  a  new  aspect.  The  religious  life  be- 
came more  truly  than  it  had  ever  been,  in  isolated  Troy,  a  warfare,  warring  against 
wickedness,  but  still  a  warfare.  Dr.  Bern  an  was  a  man  of  the  toughest  iron  ever 
wrought  out  in  Puritan  New  England.  lie  was  a  man  of  gigantic  frame,  a  man  who 
had  intellectually  few  equals  in  the  world,  a  man  who  believed  he  had  a  mission  to 
accomplish  on  earth,  and  who  felt  thai  in  his  coming  to  Troy  the  day  had  dawned 
for  its  accomplishment.  The  strongest  element  in  Dr.  Beman's  character  1  have 
failed  to  mention,  and  that  is  a  will  as  gigantic  as  the  intellect  thai  mov  ed  it. 

Nearly  all  of  the  present  house  of  worship  was  erected  upon  new 
land  purchased  in  LS36,  while  the  northern  front  rests  upon  land 
granted  by  Jacob  I).  Vanderheyden. 

The  First  church  has  been  a  prolific  mother  of  churches.  October 
1.5,  L815,  seventeen  members  were  dismissed  to  form  a  Presbyterian 
church  in  the  town  of  Brunswick.  September  :M,  1827,  fifty-five  were 
dismissed  to  form  the  Second  Presbyterian  church  of  Troy,  with  two 
elders.  December  7,  is;j(),  forty-eight  were  dismissed  to  be  organized 
into  the  Third  Presbyterian  church,  Aibia.  in  1 832  and  is;;:;  seven- 
teen were  dismissed  to  the  Free  Bethel  church,  now  extinct.  In  is  in 
thirty-three  were  dismissed  to  form  the  Liberty  Street  Presbyterian 
church  (colored),  In  1854  sixteen  were  dismissed  to  form  the  Park 
Presbyterian  church. 

The  Second  Presbyterian  church,  whose  house  of  worship  is  located 
on  the  west  side  of  Fifth  avenue,  between  Grand  and  Fulton 
streets,  was  founded  by  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  who 
desired  to  have  a  house  of  worship  nearer  the  northern  part  of  the  city. 
May  22,  IS26,  two  lots  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Grand  Division  and 
Sixth  streets  were  purchased  for  §050  and  work  upon  the  structure  was 
begun  I  ho  I  ol  low  ing  month.  The  corner  stone  was  laid  July  1 I  S'-Iii,  and 
the  building  was  dedicated  July  is,  1827.  The  Rev.  Mark  Tucker, 
the  first  pastor,  was  installed  October  ',}]  of  that  year.  The  building 
was  destroyed  in  the  great  (ire  of  May  10,  1802.  The  congregation 
worshipped  in  Harmony  hall  and  in  various  churches  until  December 
1.7,  18(52,  when  the  brick  session  house  on  the  site  of  the  present  church 
was  dedicated.  July  I  I,  180-i,  the  corner  stone  of  the  second  church 
was  laid  and  the  building  was  dedicated  March  !30,  1805.  The  pastors 
since  Dr.  Tucker  have  been: 

Erastus  Hopkins,  1887t1841;  Charles  Wadsworth,  1842  1850;  Thomas  V.  Field, 
I  Sod  1ST)  | ;  Elam  Smallcy,  I).  D.,  1854-1858;  Joseph  T.  Duryea,  D.  D.,  5  859-1 80S; 
DauielS.  Gregory,  ISO;!  1806 ;  W  illiam  Irwin.  D.  D.,  18C7  1887;  Hector  Hall.  iss7- 
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The  Third  Presbyterian  church  was  incorporated  August  18)30.  A 
church  building- was  erected  on  the  present  site  in  1831  at  a  cost  ot 
$1,731.  This  edifice  was  burned  in  I SoO,  and  was  replaced  in  1853 
by  the  present  brick  edifice.  The  organization  in  1871  founded  a 
mission  on  Ida  hill,  which  developed  into  the  present  Memorial  church 
of  Troy.  The  I  wo  societies  existed  in  connection  from  1872  to  1877, 
when  they  became  distinct.     The  roll  of  pastors  is  as  follows: 

Rev.  Ebenezer  Seymour,  18'51-18;>:5;  Rev.  Solomon  Tracy,  18:>:$  ;  Rev.  John 

Miller,  1857-1800;  Rev.  A.  IToudfil,  1801-1803 ;  Rev.  R.  K.  Hinsdale,  1 8«'«S-1 804 ; 
Rev.  W.  W.  Page,  1804-1807;  Rev  C.  O.  Thatcher,  1807-1868;  Rev.  J.  II.  Noble, 
18(59-1871;  Rev.  Abner  De  Witt,  1 87*2-1 877;  Rev.  Dr.  Tyler  and  Rev.  E.  McLean, 
supplies,  1877-188:5;  Rev.  C.  P.  Evans,  1884-188(5;  Rev.  J., si  ah  Still,  1887-1889;  Rev. 
Mr.  Dean,  supply,  1890-  I892;  Rev.  < ).  C.  Auringer,  \8'.r2  . 

The  Second  Street  Presbyterian  church,  located  on  the  east  side  of 
Second  street,  between  Congress  and  Ferry,  was  founded  in  is:;:;  by 
members  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  church.  The  corner  stone  of  the 
building"  was  laid  July  2,  is:;:;,  and  the  dedication  occurred  August  (J, 
1 834.  ,  The  Rev.  William  I).  Snodgrass,  D.D  ,  entered  upon  his  duties 
as  pastor  in  the  following  September;  the  society  was  incorporated  on 
the  30 th  of  that  mouth,  and  Dr.  Snodgrass  was  installed  October  S. 
The  edifice  "was  renovated  and  enlarged  in  ISM  at  an  expenditure  of 
over  $34,000,  and  the  first  services  were  held  in  the  practically  new 
church  April  30,  1XS\!      Since  Dr.  Snodgrass  the  pastors  have  been: 

E.  W.  Andrews,  1841-184S;  Ebenezer  II alley.  D.D.,  18-18—1855 ;  Duncan  Kennedy, 
D.D.,  1855—1807 :  Charles  E  Robinson,  D.D.,  1807  1877;  Frederick  G.  Clark,  D.D., 
1877-1880;  Eben  Malley,  I  >.!>.,  1880  1895;  George  T.  Kerry,  1895  . 

The  Liberty  Street  Presbvterian  church  (colored)  was  established  in 
1831  in  the  session  House  of  the  Pirst  Presbyterian  church  on  Liberty 
street,  which  was  dedicated  November"^  of  that  year.  The  church 
was  (inly  organized  February  3,  1840,  by  thirty-three  colored  members 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  church.  Rev.  Henry  H.  (iarnett  was  the 
first  pastor,  serving  from  18452  to  1848. 

Park  Presbyterian  church  was  erected  in  1853  and  LS54  on  the  west 
side  of  Second  street,  between  Washington  and  Adams.  The  church 
was  regularly  organized  August  24,  1854,  and  the  building  dedicated 
December  31,  of  that  year,  work  having  been  delayed  bv  the  im- 
poverishment of  many  of  the  members  of  the  church  by  the  great  tire 
of  1  So  I  Rev.  (.diaries  S.  Robinson  became  pastor  in  1855.  Mis  suc- 
cessors were:  Gilbert  II.  Robertson,  18(>0  ISiil;  Aimer  De  Witt,  1SH5- 
L871;  1  >onald  Me<  Iregor,  is,*-.' 
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Westminster  Presbyterian  church  is  the  outgrowth  of  a  mission  Sun- 
day school  organized  under  the  care  of  the  Second  Street  Presbyterian 
church  in  January,  18G9.  A  chapel  was  erected  on  the  west  side  of 
Yail  avenue  and  was  dedicated  October  ''.:),  1870.  The  church  was 
regularly  organized  Novembers,  is?!,  and  in  August,  ISS:.',  was  moved 
to  its  present  site  on  the  northwest  corner  of  First  street  and  Fifth 
avenue,  Lansingburgh.  The  later  history  of  the  church  will  be  found 
in  the  chapter  dealing  with  Lansingburgh. 

The  Woodside  Presbyterian  church  was  originally  organized  as  the 
South  Presbyterian  church,  but  its  name  was  changed  when  Henry 
Burden  built  the  stone  church  as  a  memorial  to  his  wife  in  1800.  A 
Sunday  school  was  begun  by  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church 
in  Mechanics'  hall  on  the  bank  of  Wynants  kill  in  March,  18GG,  and  a 
church  was  organized  June  19,  1807'.  Rev.  John  Tatlock  supplied  the 
infant  church  for  one  year;  Rev.  Matthew  B.  Lowrie  was  pastor  from 
1S08  to  LSTO ;  and  Rev.  Tennis  S.  Hamlin  from  1871  to  1884.  The 
present  pastor,  Rev.  Arthur  II.  Allen,  was  installed  February  12,  1S85. 
In  addition  to  the  church,  with  its  chime  of  bells  in  the  tower,  and  the 
chapel  adjoining,  Mr.  Burden's  children,  Mrs.  Margaret  IS.  Proudfit,. 
James  A.  Burden,  and  I.  Townsend  Burden,  erected  in  1871  a  manse 
close  by,  and  in  1884  the  new  chapel  for  Sabbath- school  and  other  uses. 

Mount  Ida  Memorial  church  (Presbyterian)  was  dedicated  March  14, 
1872.  The  society  is  the  outgrowth  of  a  mission  Sunday  school  organ- 
ized April  25,  1870,  and  was  organized  as  a  church  October  10,  1871. 
The  chapel  was  burned  December  :>,  is?*',  and  the  new  edifice  was 
dedicated  October  24,  L878.  The  pastors  of  the  c  hurch  have  been: 
Abner  He  Win.  1872-1817;  George  K.  Mel. can,  IST?~1S8"»;  William 
Reed,  1  SSJ 

The  Oakwood  Avenue  Presbyterian  church  originated  in  a  Sunday 
school  which  was  organized  March  18,  1808,  by  Aaron  H.  Graves,  for 
many  years  an  elder  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church.  The  building 
at  the  corner  of  Moosick  and  Tenth  streets,  which  has  since  been  en- 
larged, was  occupied  by  the  school  January  I,  1807.  Rev.  George  Van 
Deurs  began  work  here  as  missionary  pastor  January  I,  18G8.  The 
new  building  was  dedicated  July  L,  1808,  on  which  day  a  commis- 
sion from  the  Presbytery  of  Troy  organized  fifty-four  persons  into  a 
church  to  be  known  as  the  Oakwood  Avenue  Presbyterian  A  brick 
parsonage  costing  $5,700  was  built  in  1892.  The  pastors  since  the  first 
one  in  charge  have  been  :  C.  S.  Durfee,  1  si  ;j—  1  si  r» ;  George  Van  Deurs, 
1875-1881;  George  D.  Adams,  1881;  William  II.  Sybrandt,  1  Ss2  . 
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The  Ninth  Presbyterian  church  started  as  a  chapel  in  charge  of  the 
Second  Presbyterian  church.  A  chape]  was  built  in  1808  and  the  first 
services  held  therein  in  December  of  that  year.  May  10,  1  SCO,  Rev. 
Ninian  Beall  Remick  of  Union  Theological  seminary  assumed  charge, 
and  September  30  of  that  year  the  Ninth  Presbyterian  church  was  or- 
ganized, Rev.  N.  1!.  Remick  becoming  its  first  pastor.  lie  resigned 
April  •»,  L890,  and  March  U,  1891,  Rev.  Herbert  C.  Minds,  the  present 
pastor,  was  installed.  In  1SS\!  the  chapel  in  the  rear  of  the  church  was 
erected,  and  in  18813  a  manse  was  built.  October  :28,  1894,  a  wed-;  of 
services  was  held  in  commemoration  of  the  completion  of  the  first  quar- 
ter of  a  century  of  the  church. 

The  first  steps  tooking  toward  the  establishment  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian church  were  taken  in  September,  I  832,  when  1  >r.  Peter  Bullions, 
then  professor  of  languages  in  the  Albany  academy,  began  preaching 
to  a  few  families  in  a  small  frame  building  on  the  corner  of  Fourth  and 
State  streets.  Formal  organization  was  effected  February  0,  1834, 
with  sixteen  members.  The  pastors  have  been  Revs.  Peter  Bullions, 
D.  D.,  December  28,  1.83(5,  to  February  1 3,  L80-1;  II.  P.  Me  Adam,  July 
20,  1805,  to  January  3,  1871;  R.  I)  Williamson,  February  0,  1872,  to 
date. 

St.  Paul's  Episcopal  church  edifice  of  to-day  is  the  result  of  many 
improvements  over  the  old  edifice  and  the  expenditure  of  large  sums 
of  money.  The  early  history  of  the  church  has  been  recited  in  pre- 
ceding pages.  Four  years  after  the  consecration  of  the  building,  or 
in  L832,  a  two-story  brick  building  for  the  use  of  the  Sunday  school  was 
erected  on  State  street  in  the  rear  of  the  church.  In  L85J  the  first  or- 
gan was  sold,  a  new  one  having  been  presented  to  the  church  bv  Mrs. 
Martha  C.  Warren,  widow  of  Stephen  Warren.  The  rectory  north  of 
the  church  was  built  in  1805.  The  parish  house  on  State  street  was 
erected  in  1809  and  the  chapel  in  the  second  story  was  consecrated  by 
Bishop  Doane  oi  Albany  on  St.  Paul's  day,  1871.  The  German  con- 
gregation of  St.  Paul's  church,  organized  in  1881  by  the  assistant  min- 
ister, the  Rev.  Johannes  RoCkstroh,  began  holding  services  in  the 
chapel  in  October  of  that  year.  The  Martha  memorial  house  on  the 
north  side  of  the  rear  of  the  church  was  erected  in  1SS1  by  Joseph  W. 
Puller  and  his  wife  in  memory  of  their  deceased  daughter,  Martha  W. 
Fuller.  The  addition  on  the  north  side  of  the  building  was  erected  in 
1.880  and  is  occupied  by  the  sisters  of  the  order  of  the  Holy  Child  Jesus. 
The  chancel  of  St.  Paul's  church  contains  a  Caen  marble  reredos  with 
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English  alabaster  panels  and  columns  and  shelf  of  Tennessee  marble, 
given  in  1886  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Phebe  Warren  Tayloc.    The-  hand- 


IstKkifik  of  St.  Paul's  Church. 


some  credence  was  given  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Eliza  A.  I'aine;  the  white 
marble  altar  steps  were  given  by  William  E.  I  lagan  and  family  in  mem- 
ory of  Frank  Covell  Hagan;  the  brass  lectern  was  presented  in  1880  by 
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Mrs.  Walter  1*.  Warren  in  memory  of  her  brother,  Fdward  Ingersoll 
Warren;  the  brass  corona  was  given  in  1880  by  the  Hon.  [ames  For- 
syth, and  the  silver  communion  service  is  the  gift  of  Mrs.  fohn  L. 
Thompson,  in  memory  of  her  husband.  A  mission  school  in  charge  of 
the  church  was  founded  in  18G9  and  in  1871  a  school  building  was 
erected  on  the  north  side  of  Middleburgh  street  between  Sixth  avenue 
(then  Vail  avenue)  and  Mount  street.  The  name  was  changed  to  St. 
Barnabas  chapel  in  iss:j,  and  the  congregation  became  independent. 
St.  Paul's  church  was  closed  during  several  months  of  the  year  !  893, 
at  which  time  elaborate  improvements  were  made  to  its  interior  at  an 
expense  of  about  $70,000.  The  floor  and  walls  of  the  chancel  were 
converted  into  beautiful  Mosaic  work  and  many  other  radical  changes 
were  effected,  making  the  church  one  of  the  most  magnificent  in  ap- 
pearance in  the  Tinted  States.  The  rectors  of  the  church  in  the  order 
of  their  service  have  been: 

David  Butler,  D.I).,  1804-1884;  Robert  13.  Cross  (assistant  rector),  1830-18:51  ;  Isaac- 
Reck  (assistant  ic-ctor),  1831-18534,  rector,  1884-18536;  Alonzo  Ratten,  D.D.  (supply), 
1886  185S7;  Robert  1-5,  Van  Rleeck,  D.D.,  1837-1854 ;  Thomas  YV.  Coit,  I  >.!>.,  LL.D., 
1854-1872;  Eliphalet  Nott  Ration,  D.D.  (associate  rector),  1809-1872;  Francis  Han- 
son, D.D.,  1878-18S.-) ;  H,.  Asliton  Henry  (assistant  minister,  priest  in  charge),  1886- 
18«7;  Dr.  Edgar  A.  Enos,  18S7-  . 

vSt.  John's  Episcopal  church  was  the  second  oi  that  denomination  in 
Troy,  and  is  an  offshoot  of  St.  Raul's.  November  22,  1830,  at  a  meet- 
ing in  tin.'  Presbyterian  session  house,  No.  II  Fourth  street,  where  in- 
dependent religions  services  had  been  held  for  some  time,  members  of 
St,  Paul's  church  organized  St.  |ohn's  church,  and  voted  to  purchase 
of  the  mother  church  the  edifice  on  the  northwest  corner  of  State  and 
Congress  streets,  lor  which,  January  Ri,  L831,  they  paid  $5, 000.  The 
Rev.  fohn  A.  Hicks  of  Iiaston,  Pa.,  became  the  first  rector  in  May, 
1831.  In  1839  a  new  bell  was  purchased  and  a  spire  erected  on  the 
tower.  In  the  spring  of  is;,;;  work  on  the  church  on  the  southeast 
corner  of  First  and  Liberty  streets  was  begun.  The  corner  stone  was 
laid  [unc  IS  by  the  Right  Rev.  J.  M.  Wainwright,  provisional  bishop 
of  Mew  York,  ami  the  structure  was  consecrated  May  31,  1855,  by  the 
Right  Rev.  Henry  C.  Potter,  provisional  bishop  of  New  York.  The 
building  cosl  about  $50,000,  ^1) f ( >0( >  of  which  was  realized  from  the 
sale  of  the  old  church  to  Gardner  W.  Rand.  The  chapel  at  the  east 
end  of  the  church  was  enlarged  in  1.873  and  1X74,  and  the  parish  house, 
south  of  the  chapel,  was  erected  in  1889.  The  rectors  of  the  church 
have  been ; 
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John  A.  Hicks,  1831-1832;  Herman  Hooker,  1832-1833;  Henry  R.  Judah,  1833- 
1836;  Gordon  Winslow,  1830-1837;  Richard  Cox,  1837-1844;  William  H.  Walter, 
1844-1846;  A.  !'..  Carter,  1846-1847;  Edward  Lounsberry,  1847-1854;  Richard  Tem- 
ple, 1804-1850;  J.  Brinton  Smith,  1850-1850;  Henry  C.  Potter,  1)  D.,  1859-1866; 
George  H.  Walsh,  D.D.,  1800-1870;  Frank  :..  Norton,  D.D.,  1870-1880;  Thaddeus 
A.  Snively,  1881-1892;  Henry  R.  Freeman,  November  1,  1892  . 

Christ  church  (Protestant  Episcopal)  had  its  inception  in  a  Sunday 
school  organised  in  May,  I.8I5G.  In  November  of  that  year  religious 
services  were  conducted  for  the  first  time  by  the  New  William  F. 
Walker,  afterward  first  rector  of  the  church,  which  was  duly  organized 
in  the  following  December,  The  corner  stone  of  the  church  was  laid 
May  10,  1838,  on  the  west  side  of  Fifth  avenue,  between  Federal  and 
Jacob  streets,  and  the  edifice  was  consecrated  June  1,  183!),  In  1S51 
a  rectory  was  built  on  Kino  street.  In  18(5?  the  church  was  renovated 
and  enlarged  and  in  INS'-J  the  parish  house  adjoining  the  church  on 
the  north  was  erected.  The  pastors  of  the  church  since  Mr.  Walker's 
time  have  been  : 

Udward  Ingersoll,  1840-1842 ;  Robert  H  Fairbairn,  IS  13-1848 ;  Thomas  A  Starkey 
1850-1854;  James  Muleahy,  1854  1800;  Eaton  W.  Maxcy,  jr.,  1801-1804;  Joseph  N. 
Mul Cord,  1804-1880;  Eaton  W.  Maxcy,  D.D  ,  188(5  . 

The  earl)'  history  of  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Cross  is  found  in  the 
chapters  devoted  to  Troy  as  a  village  anil  city.  The  erection  of  the 
church  edifice  was  begun  in  18-14,  the  corner  stone  being  laid  on  St. 
Mark's  da)',  April  25,  of  that  year.  Rev.  Dr.  f.  Ireland  Tucker,  then 
a  deacon,  officiated  at  the  first  services,  which  took  place  the  following 
Christmas.  December  0,  1848,  the  church  was  consecrated  by  Rt. 
Rev,  William  R.  Whittingham,  bishop  of  Maryland,  who  was  in  this 
diocese  al  the  tunc.  The  following  morning  Dr.  Tucker  was  admit  ted 
to  the  priesthood  ami  became  rector  of  the  church.  In  185?  the  rectory 
on  the  north  side  of  tin-  edifice  was  built,  and  in  ISf.'.i  the  church  was 
enlarged  by  the  addition  of  the  ante-chapel.  In  1SS!)  a  vast  improve- 
ment was  made  by  the  lengthening  of  the  chancel,  Dr.  Nathan  B, 
Warren,  Stephen  K.  Warren  and  George  Henry  Warren  paying  for  the 
expense  of  the  addition. 

Holy  Cross  church  was  among  the  first  of  the  free  Episcopal  churches 
built  in  the  United  States,  through  the  influence  of  Dr.  Tucker  and 
Nathan  B.  Warren.  The  golden  jubilee  of  the  church  was  celebrated 
with  appropriate  ceremonies  in  LS94,  beginning  on  Christmas  ewe,  the 
services  being  in  charge  of  Dr.  Tucker.    Immense  crowds  thronged 
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the  church  and  Eighth  street  near  by.  A  large  number  of  clergymen 
were  present.  The  principal  address  was  by  Rt.  Rev.  William  Cros- 
well  Doane,  bishop  of  Albany.  On  Christmas  day  the  services  were 
continued.  The  music  throughout  both  days  was  of  a  high  order, 
much  of  it  having  been  composed  especially  for  the  occasion  by  Dr. 
Nathan  B.  Warren  and  I  Jr.  Edward  J.  Hopkins,  the  eminent  composers. 
The  Christmas  sermon  was  by  Rt.  Rev.  Henry  C.  Potter,  D.  I)., 
bishop  of  New  York.  After  the  death  of  Dr.  Tucker  the  pulpit  of  the 
church  was  supplied  until  February  2,  1 890,  when  Rev.  Edward  W. 
Babcock  accepted  a  call  to  the  pastorate  and  began  his  services. 

St.  Luke's  church  (Episcopal)  was  incorporated  November  20,  I860, 
though  religious  services  had  been  held  prior  to  that  time.  The  cor- 
ner stone  of  the  edifice  was  laid  July  20,  1867,  the  first  services  were 
held  in  the  church  May  17,  IS08,  and  the  building  was  consecrated  by 
Bishop  Doane  June  '■>,  1869.    The  pastors  of  the  church  have  been: 

E.  S.  Widdemer,  1807-1870;  r.eorye  \V.  Shinn,  1870-1873;  Samuel  E.  Smith,  1 873- 
187-1;  Daniel  Anderson,  1874-1875;  John  W.  H.  Weibel,  1876-1878;  James  B. 
Wasson,  1878-1880;  R.  O.  Hamilton,  1880-1880;  J.  ().  Lincoln,  1880-1890;  William 
13.  Bolmer,  1890  . 

The  Free  Church  of  the  Ascension  (Episcopal)  succeeded  St.  John's 
Free  Mission,  organized  February  14,  1868,  by  the  Rev.  George  II. 
Walsh,  D.  I'.,  rector  of  St.  John's  Episcopal  church.  The  church  edi- 
fice was  erected  by  Franklin  W.  Farnam  and  his  wife.  The  corner 
stone  was  laid  by  Bishop  Doane  October  19,  1869,  and  he  consecrated 
the  church  February  is,  1871.  The  total  cost  of  the  church  was  $80,- 
000.  The  congregation  became  independent  and  self-sustaining  Janu- 
ary 1,  1S?:>.  The  Rev.  |ames  Caird.  who  had  been  in  charge  of  the 
mission  from  October  5,  1 81 0,  became  the  rector  of  the  church  on  the 
day  on  which  its  independence  was  announced.  The  Farnam  institute, 
on  the  north  side  of  Congress  street,  opposite  the  church,  was  built  in 
lH7*d  by  Franklin  W.  Farnam  for  a  parish  school. 

St.  Barnabas  parish  was  inaugurated  as  a  mission  of  St.  Paul's  parish 
in  November,  1869,  by  Rev.  E.  N.  Potter,  S.T.D.  It  was  known  as 
St.  Paul's  Free  chapel  until  Inly,  1880,  when  the  wardens  and  vestry 
of  St.  Paul's  parish  conveyed  the  property  to  a  board  of  trustees,  and 
the  independent  parish  ot  St.  Barnabas  was  incorporated.  A  frame 
chapel,  built  in  1871,  was  occupied  for  service  until  April  ".'1,  1896, 
when  the  present  structure,  a  Gothic  church  of  brick  and  stone,  was 
42 
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opened.  The  following  have  been  the  rectors:  Pel  ham  Williams, 
September  31,  1879-May  14,  1 S8S ;  William  D.  Martin,  September  29, 
1888-February  1,  1.891;  George  A.  Hoi  brook  since  February  8,  1891. 

The  early  history  of  the  First  Particular  Baptist  church  has  been 
related.  In  1840  a  new  brick  edifice  was  creeled  and  in  1.881  the  front 
of  the  building  was  remodeled.     The  pastors  of  the  church  have  been: 

Isaac  Webb,  1803-1811;  Francis  Wayland,  sr.,  1812-1810 ;  Charles  G.  Somers, 
1816-1821;  Lelaud  Howard,  1823-1828;  Peter  Ludlow,  jr.,  1829;  Uenjamin  M.  Hill, 
1830-1889;  John  Cookson,  1840-1842;  Lorenzo  O.  Lovell,  1843;  George  C,  Baldwin, 
D.D.,  1844-1885;  L.  M.  S.  Haynes,  D.D.,  1886  . 

The  Second  Particular  Baptist  church,  which  ceased  to  exist  in  1852, 
was  organized  in  February,  1884.  In  the  following  April  the  society 
purchased  the  First  Universalist  church  property  on  Ferry  street  be- 
tween First  and  Second  streets.  The  first  and  only  pastor  of  the  con- 
gregation was  Rev.  Kbenezer  S.  Raymond,  lie  resigned  in  1811  and 
the  church  rapidly  lost  its  members,  finally  going  out  of  existence. 

The  Fifth  Avenue  (North)  Baptist  church  was  organized  lime  (i, 
1843,  by  fifty-seven  members  of  the  First  Particular  Baptist  church, 
and  the  society  began  worshipping  July  ;i  of  that  year  in  the  Presby- 
terian session  house,  No.  71  Fourth  street,  with  Rev.  Lelaud  Howard 
as  pastor.  The  church  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Fifth  avenue  and 
Fulton  street  was  dedicated  May  23,  1844.  October  28,  1852,  it  was 
burned;  was  rebuilt  and  dedicated  June  20,  185)3;  was  again  destroyed 
by  the  great  fire  of  May  10,  1802,  in  which  year  the  present  edifice  was 
erected,  being  dedicated  May  14,  1803.  In  1878  the  auditorium  was 
refitted  at  an  expense  of  about  $3,000.  In  1887  the  front  of  the  build- 
ing \v;is  remodeled  and  the  Sunday  school  room  renovated  and  refur- 
nished.    The  pastors  have  been: 

!. eland  Howard,  1843  1846;  J.  II.  Walden,  1840-1848;  J,  G .  Warren,  D.D.,  1849- 
1855;  C.  P.  Sheldon,  D.D.,  1856-1875;  L.  J.  Matteson,  1876-1877;  J.  H.  Griffith, 
1878-1883;  H.  0.  Iliscox,  1884-1892;  J.  W.  Ford,  D.D.,  1892  . 

The  Sixth  Avenue  Baptist  church  originated  in  January,  1808  with 
the  organization  of  a  Sunday  school  which  became  the  Vail  Avenue 
mission  of  the  First  Baptist  church.  .September  20,  1809,  a  chapel 
was  erected  on  the  east  side  of  Vail  avenue,  and  April  23,  1871,  the 
church  was  organized.  The  chapel  was  enlarged  in  1873  and  ten 
years  later  was  moved  to  its  present  location  on  the  corner  of  Ceme- 
tery and  Sixth  (Vail)  avenues.    The  pastors  of  the  church  have  been: 

Ezra  D.  Simons,  1871-1876;  John  Mostyn,  1816-1877;  Thorn asvBick ford,  1878- 
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1879;  J.  W.  Martin,  1880-1882;  George  E.  Weeks,  188^-1889;  W.  S.  S.  Warden, 
18!)0-18!)1;  G.  F.  Woodbury,  181)1  . 

The  South  Troy  Baptist  church,  organised  October  24,  18C9,  was  a 
branch  of  the  North  (Fifth  Avenue)  Baptist  church,  and  was  the  out- 
growth of  a  Sunday  school  organized  by  James  L.  Phillips  two  years 
before.  From  1 809  to  1.886  the  congregation  worshipped  in  a  wooden 
building  at  No.  552  First  street.  The  present  chapel,  built  on  its  site, 
was  dedicated  January  17,  1880.     The  pastors  have  been: 

Richard  Davies,  1870-1871;  J.  N.  Smith,  1871-1875;  E.  I).  Phillips,  1881-1888;  J. 
B.  Nairn,  1887  . 

The  founding  of  the  State  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  1808 
has  been  described  in  a  preceding  chapter.  A  new  church  was  built 
in  L827  at  an  expense  of  $7,000  and  was  dedicated  December  1  of  that 
year  by  Bishop  Elijah  [ledding.  The  corner  stone  of  the  present 
handsome  stone  structure  was  laid  June  25,  18G8,  and  the  edifice  was 
dedicated  March  'AO,  1871.  The  stone  chapel  on  the  west  side  of  the 
church  was  erected  in  1882  and  dedicated  March  29,  188!}.  The  spire 
which  surmounts  the  tower  of  the  church  was  erected  in  L89G  by 
George  B.  and  J.  W.  Alfred  duett  as  a  monument  to  their  parents. 
The  State  Street  church  may  he  called  the  mother  of  Methodist 
churches  in  Troy,  as  from  it  nearly  all  the  other  churches  of  that 
denomination  have  sprung. 

The  Pawling  Avenue  M.  E.  church  was  founded  by  members  of  the 
State  Street  church  August  15,  1820,  and  in  1829  the  Rev.  John  Tack- 
aberry,  who  had  been  appointed  to  assist  the  Rev.  Samuel  Merwin, 
pastor  of  the  State  Street  society,  statedly  preached  in  the  new  meet- 
in;.;  house  in  Albia,  winch  had  been  erected  in  1S27,  The  church  was 
rebuilt  in  1S,"iS. 

Members  of  the  State  Street  M.  E.  church  also  formed  the  Fifth 
Avenue  (North  Second  Street)  M.  E.  church.  Work  was  begun  upon 
the  structure  in  the  summer  of  1  SIS  I  and  the  dedication  occurred  August 
30,  1.8155.  The  church  society  was  incorporated  October  12,  1835,  as 
the  North  Second  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the  City  of 
Troy.  The  Rev.  Samuel  1).  Ferguson  preached  to  the  congregation 
from  is:;.")  to  1,830,  and  the  first  pastor,  the  Rev.  Charles  Sherman,  took 
charge  in  1.830.  A  new  church  was  erected  in  1854  and  dedicated  De- 
cember 21*  of  that  year.  In  consequence  of  a  change  in  the  name  of 
the  street,  the  name  of  the  church  was  changed  to  Fifth  Avenue  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  of  Troy  February  9,  18S8. 
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The  Third  Street  M.  E.  church  is  lai'gely  an  offshoot  of  the  State 
Street  church.  A  class  had  been  formed  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
city  in  181)5,  and  March  29,  1844,  the  Third  Street  church  was  regularly 
organized.  The  church  was  built  in  IS  Hi  and  1847  and  dedicated  on 
Christmas  day  of  the  latter  year.  The  Rev.  Oliver  Emerson,  the  first 
pastor,  had  been  preaching  over  a  year  before  the  edifice  was  con- 
structed. In  L 873  the  church  was  enlarged.  In  IS79  the  name  was 
changed  to  Wesley  chapel  and  from  1880  to  LS81  the  society  was  in- 
cluded in  the  State  Street  church,  having  no  pastor  of  its  own.  In 
1880  the  old  name  was  resumed. 

Grace  (Vail  Avenue)  M.  E.  church  sprang  from  a  Sunday  school  or- 
ganized in  18+3.  The  church  was  formally  organized  March  If),  lS.Vi, 
as  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  North  Troy,  and  the  first  pastor, 
the  Rev.  John  L.  Cook,  served  both  that  society  and  the  one  at  Green 
Island.  The  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1858  and  dedicated  Decem- 
ber 10  of  that  year.  Tn  1807  the  society  took  the  name  of  Vail  Avenue 
M.  E.  church  and  April  2,  1888,  it  was  changed  to  Grace  M.  E.  church. 
The  corner  stone  of  the  present  structure  was  laid  August  10,  1888, 
and  the  edifice  was  dedicated  the  first  Sunday  in  June,  18S9.  It  is 
located  on  the  east  side  of  Sixth  avenue,  north  of  Dow  street,  and  cost 
about  $40,000, 

The  origin  of  the  African  M.  E.  Zion  church  is  traceable  to  a  class 
connected  with  the  State  .Street  church  led  by  John  Dungy,  who  in 
18151  became  the  pastor  of  a  small  congregation  of  colored  people.  In 
1832  the  society  took  the  name  of  Wesleyan  M.  E.  Zion  church,  meet- 
ing in  a  small  wooden  dwelling  on  Fifth  street,  north  of  Liberty.  In 
1S11  the  society  purchased  a  building  on  Fifth  street  and  altered  it  into 
a  church.  February  '!■>,  1843,  the  society  was  formally  organized. 
The  present  chinch  on  the  east  side  of  Seventh  street  was  erected  in 
1808. 

While  the  formal  organization  of  Trinity  Methodist  church  took  place 
October  28,  1840,  its  real  organization  may  be  traced  to  a  prayer 
meeting  first  held  about  the  year  1832  at  the  house  of  Isaac  Hillman. 
The  cornerstone  of  the  present  church  was  laid  in  October,  1818,  and 
July  12,  1849,  the  building  was  dedicated  by  Bishops  Hamleineand  Red- 
ding. The  pews  have  been  free  from  the  first  organization.  In  1853  a 
parsonage  was  built  at  a  cost  of  $2,876.48.  The  church  was  enlarged  in 
1800,  increasing  the  seating  capacity  by  200,  and  again  in  1880  it  was 
enlarged  and  beautified  at  an   expense   of   $14,084.94.     During  the 
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winter  of  1895-1 80G  a  chapel  was  built  and  furnished  for  the  primary 
department  of  the  Sunday  school  and  lor  social  purposes,  costing  about 
$3,  son. 

Levings  M.  E.  church  originated  September  24,  18;>S,  by  a  meeting' 
of  persons  who  designated  themselves  members  of  the  Fourth  M.  E. 
church  in  Troy.  The  society  erected  a  house  of  worship  in  1850during 
the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  fohn  Graves,  1  turing"  the  pastorate  of  the 
Rev.  Charles  Edwards  in  188(1  the  edifice  was  raised  and  considerably 
changed  in  appearance  at  a  cost  of  $4,000. 

The  German  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organized  July  25, 
185?,  with  Rev.  F.  W.  Dinger  as  pastor.  There  had  been  services 
held  at  intervals  for  nearly  two  years  previous,  and  a  Sunday  school 
had  been  organized  as  early  as  April,  18S(J.  The  services  were  lust 
held  in  a  mission  building  on  Seventh  street.  Later  the  society  moved 
to  the  building  on  the  south  side  of  Congress  street.  In  1861  under  the 
administration  of  Rev.  G.  Abele,  two  building  lots  were  purchased  on 
the  northwest  corner  of  Union  and  State  streets  and  in  lS(i;i  Rev.  J.  F. 
Seidel  superintended  the  building  of  the  present  church  property  on 
those  lots.     The  following  pastors  have  served  the  society: 

F.  W.  Dinger,  J.  Swahlen,  O.  Abele,  J.  F.  Seidel  (three  terms),  J.  C.  Deininger, 
G.  Mayer,  J.  Kindler,  P.  A.  Moelling,  F.  (',.  Gratz,  J.  G.  Lutz,  sr.,  Wm.  H.  Kurth 
(two  tfi  in s),  F.  \V.  Bdese. 

St.  Peter's  Catholic  parish  is  the  oldest  Catholic  parish  in  Troy.  From 
it  have  sprung  the  other  seven  Troy  congregations.  It  was  organized 
in  1825  and  four  years  later  a  wooden  church  edifice  was  erected  on  the 
corner  of  Mutton  street  and  Fifth  avenue.  In  18  18  this  building  was 
burned  and  the  present  church  was  dedicated  the  following  year.  The 
pastors  have  been  : 

Fathers  McGilligan,  1835-1827 ;  John  Shauahati,  1827-1842;  Peter  Havermans, 
1842-1845;  Francis  Donehue,  1845-1847;  Philip  O'Reilly,  1847-1849;  John  Curry, 
1840-1851;  Michael  O'Donnell,  1851-1855 ;  Thomas  Daley,  1855-1858;  Clarence  A. 
Walworth,  1858-1801;  James  Keveny,  18(11-1880;  F.  A.  Ludden  (afterward  bishop 

of  Syracuse),  1880-1887;  John  Walsh,  1887-  .  St.  Mary's  academy  is  an  auxiliary 

of  the  church. 

St.  Mary's  Catholic  parish  was  created  in  1843  by  members  of  St. 
Peter's  congregation.  Father  Peter  Havermans,  who  in  1 8 !•) G  is  the 
oldest  person  in  the  priesthood  in  the  United  States,  supervised  the 
erection  of  St.  Mary's  church  and  has  been  its  pastor  from  the  begin- 
ning.    The  church  is  located  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Third  and 
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Washington  streets.  The  church  has  charge  of  a  parish  school — St. 
Mary's — for  girls.  The  majority  of  the  boys  of  the  parish  attend  St. 
Mary's  Academy  of  the  Christian  Brothers. 

Finding  St.  Mary's  church  inadequate,  in  1847,  mainly  through  the 
efforts  of  Father  Plavermans,  St.  Joseph's  parish  was  created  and  the 
corner  stone  of  the  present  church  was  laid  May  :l\  of  the  same  year. 
The  property  was  at  once  turned  over  to  the  Fathers  of  the  Society  of 
Jesus,  who  have  since  had  possession.  The  pastors  have  been  :  Revs. 
Peter  Verheyden,   1848-1852;   August  Thebaud,    1852-1800;  Joseph 

Loysance,  1876-1888;  J    McOuaid,  1S88  r.    The  parish  has  two 

schools  located  north  of  the  parish  house.  The  celebrated  choir  of  St. 
Joseph's  was  organized  in  lsr,:j  by  l>r.  Thomas  Guy,  one  of  the  fore- 
most composers  and  organists  in  the  State,  who  is  still  the  director. 

The  Catholic  congregation  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  or  St.  Jean-Bap- 
tiste,  was  organized  in  \H~>;1.  The  first  place  of  worship  was  at  No.  14 
Ferry  street.  This  was  burned  in  1855  and  for  thirteen  years  the 
French  Canadian  Catholics  of  Troy  were  without  a  permanent  place  of 
worship.  In  1S';8  the  present  church  on  Second  street  was  erected, 
being  dedicated  the  following  year.  The  parish  includes  all  of  Troy 
and  Green  Island.  The  pastors  have  been:  Fathers  Tnrcotte,  I sr»;i— 
1855;  George  J.  Brown,  1Hi,u -187.0;  Gedeon  Hubcrdeaull,  I S75- J xxu ; 
R.  J.  Cost,  1880-IS8JJ;  Joseph  Charette,  I ss:;  - 1 ss'j ;  J.  B.  St.  Onge, 

1881)  .    The  students  of  the  parochial  schools  are  taught  in  both 

French  and  English. 

St.  Lawrence  parish  (German  Catholic;  was  organized  in  1871,  eleven 
years  after  the  congregation  had  been  formed.  The  first  church  was 
built  in  1ST  I,  and  life  present  one  was  dedicated  in  18SI,  when  the  old 
edifice  was  converted  into  a  parochial  school  house.  The  pastors  have 
been:  Fathers  Gustavc  Meitlingcr,  Peter  A.  Puissant,  Father  Drolsba- 
gan,  Norbert  St  oiler,  Henry  C  Lipowski,  Joseph  Ottenhues,  Bernard 
Schoppe,  Mgr.  If.  Cluever.  The  church  is  located  at  the  corner  of 
Third  and  Jefferson  streets  and  has  an  excellent  school. 

St.  Francis's  parish  was  created  in  1801  under  the  name  of  Holy 
Trinity.  The  first  church  was  erected  in  1863  on  Fifteenth  street,  be- 
tween Christie  and  Marshall  streets,  and  the  present  church  on  Con- 
gress street,  Ida  hill,  in  188:J.    The  pastors  have  been: 

Fathers  Peter  Havermans,  \W\-\Wt,  Henry  Herfkcns,  1  1 872 ;  V.  Francis, 
1*72-1875;  William  J.  Burke.  187r,-|x7G;  \V.  A.  iJrumrn.  1*70-1882;  Chark-.  A. 
keilly.  1882-I8S7;  Joseph  F.  I>eonar<l  1W7  . 
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St.  Patrick's  parish  was  created  in  1871  and  Rev.  John  J  Swift  has 
been  its  pastor  since  the  first  church  was  erected.  St.  Patrick's  paro 
ehial  school  is  one  of  the  most  successful  of  its  kind  in  the  State. 

St.  Michael's  parish  was  created  in  1872  through  the  efforts  of  the 
Jesuit  fathers  of  St.  Joseph's  and  the  church  is  located  on  the  corner  of 
Stowe  avenue  and  Willow  street.  The  parish  was  in  full  charge  of  the 
Jesuit  fathers  until  |une,  1888,  when  the  present  pastor,  Rev.  lames 
Flood,  was  given  control. 

The  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Trinity  church  was  organized 
through  the  efforts  of  Rev.  Peter  Eirich  of  St.  Paul's  Lutheran  church 
of  Albany.  Rev.  Theodore  Maas  became  its  first  pastor,  September  )!, 
1871.  A  formal  organization  was  effected  October  15  of  the  same  year. 
The  congregation  first  worshipped  in  Turner  hall,  thence  for  a  num- 
ber ot  years  in  Green's  hall,  corner'  Fourth  street  and  Broadway.  In 
the  spring  of  187;?  the  site  of  the  present  church  was  purchased  for 
$5,800,  and  Rev.  Fr.  Goessling  was  called  as  pastor.  The  wooden 
building  on  the  lot  was  renovated  for  the  use  of  worship  at  an  expense 
of  $2,000,  and  dedicated  February  7,  1875.  In  1878  a  discontented  fac- 
tion left  the  church  and  organized  St.  Paul's  Evangelical  congregation, 
corner  of  Seventh  and  Fulton  streets.  The  church  building"  was  de- 
stroyed by  lire  in  December,  1879.  but  a  new  church  was  built  at  once 
and  dedicated  January  10,  1882.  Rev.  II.  Beiderbecke was  pastor  from 
1882  to  1880,  since  which  Rev.  A.  F.  Walz  has  officiated.  The  congre- 
gation has  a  branch  Sunday  school  at  Lansingburgh  and  a  mission 
chapel  at  Cohoes. 

St.  Paul's  Evangelical  church  was  organized  November  10,  1870.  In 
February,   1885,  the  house  ot    worship  belonging  to  the  Church  of 
Christ,  comer  ot  Seventh  and  Fulton  streets,  was  purchased  by  the 
congregation,  which  began  holding  services  there  May  l!  of  that  year 
The  first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  William  V.  Gerichten. 

The  River  Street  Church  of  Christ  had  its  beginning  in  1838,  It 
was  originally  known  as  "  The  Congregation  of  Jesus  Christ  "  and  held 
its  first  meetings  in  a  house  on  Fifth  avenue  owned  by  Elder  Dexter 
Moody,  through  whose  efforts,  largely,  the  organization  was  effected. 
In  1805,  under  the  leadership  of  Elder  W.  A.  lidding,  this  congrega- 
tion was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  After 
having  met  in  a  room  over  the  post-office  on  First  street  and  also  at 
the  corner  of  First  and  Ferry  streets,  removal  was  made  to  permanent 
quarters  on  the  corner  of  Seventh  and  Fulton  streets.  In  1885  the  pres- 
ent site  was  chosen  and  occupied. 


33  G 


LANDMARKS  OF  RENSSELAER  COUNTY. 


The  Second  Church  of  Christ  was  founded  in  L887.  The  first  pastor 
was  the  Rev.  R.  W.  Stancill. 

The  First  Unitarian  church  was  organized  June  '20,  1845.  August  19 
of  that  year  the  Presbyterian  session  house  on  the  west  side  of  Fourth 
street,  between  Broadway  and  State  street,  was  purchased  by  the  soci- 
ety and  October  I  of  that  year  the  church  was  incorporated.  The 
chapel  was  dedicated  November  14  and  in  184-G  it  was  enlarged.  The 
building  was  sold  in  1874  and  the  corner  stone  of  a  new  church  edifice, 
located  on  the  southwest  corner  of  State  and  Fourth  streets,  was  laid 
May  20,  L 875,  the  dedication  occurring  December  L5  of  that  year.  The 
first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  John  Pierpont,  who  served  from  August,  1845, 
to  1849. 

The  First  Universalist  church  was  established  as  the  First  Restora- 
tionist  church  July  2,  IS22.  July  29,  1823,  the  corner  stone  of  the  first 
church  was  laid  on  the  south  side  of  Ferry  street,  between  First  and 
Second,  and  about  the  same  time  the  society  changed  its  name  to  the 
First  Universalist  church  of  Troy.  The  property  was  sold  to  the  Sec- 
ond Particular  Baptist  church  in  1.834  and  anew  edifice  was  built  in 
L835  on  the  west  side  of  Fifth  street,  between  State  street  and  Broad- 
way, the  dedication  occurring  September  11,  ]  S3  a.  The  church  was 
rebuilt  in  L875.  The  first  pastor  Of  the  society,  in  1823,  was  the  Rev. 
Lemuel  Willis. 

The  Jewish  congregation  of  Berith  Sholom  had  its  inception  in  1  8(54, 
when  it  was  organized  under  the  name  of  Bickur  Cholom  and  was 
served  by  Louis  Neusted  as  reader.  The  congregation  was  incorpo- 
rated as  Berith  Sholom  March  2(5,  180(5,  The  corner  stone  of  the  syna- 
gogue on  the  west  side  of  Third  street,  between  Division  and  Liberty, 
was  bud  June  12,  ISTO,  and  the  edifice  was  dedicated  September  22  of 
the  same  year.  The  first  rabbi  was  Bernard  Fberson,  who  came  to  the 
society  in  1870. 

The  Jewish  congregation  of  Beth  Israel  Bickur  Cholom  was  organized 
August  7,  1870.  Four  years  later  the  society  secured  for  a  permanent 
place  of  worship  a  building  on  State  street  between  First  and  River 
streets.  The  congregation's  first  readers  were  Bernstein  A.  Chellock 
and  Hermand  Lovenstein,  in  1873. 

The  Jewish  congregation  of  Shaare  Tephilla  was  established  in  IS?)!. 
The  synagogue  on  the  north  side  of  Division  street  between  First  and 
River,  was  erected  in  1887,  the  corner  stone  having  been  laid  October 
9  of  that  year.     The  first  reader  was  Rev.  Isaac  Berkowitch. 
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The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  the  city  of  Troy  was  or- 
ganized March  13,  1895,  with  a  charter  membership  of  24(5  and  these 
officers  : 

Board  of  trustees,  Robert  Cluett,  president  ex-officio;  Geo.  B.  Cluett,  W.  II. 
Frear,  L.  E.  Gurley,  Chas.  R.  Ingalls,  W.  H.  Rowe,  C.  W.  Tillinghast;  board  of 
directors,  Robert  Cluett,  president;  W.  F.  Gurley,  vice-president;  C.  L.  Maxcy, 
recording  secretary  ;  D.  Klock,  jr.,  treasurer;  F,  H.  Cluett,  W.  II.  Doughty,  H.  S. 
Darby,  W.  N.  Ells,  W.  C.  Geer,  E,  W.  Greenman,  W.  H.  Hollister,  jr.,  F.  H.  Knox, 
H.  S.  Kennedy,  H.  S.  Ludlow,  J.  A.  Leggett,  H.  G.  Piersons,  J.  H.  Peck,  W.  H. 
Rowe,  jr.,  A.  G.  Sherry,  J.  H.  Tupper,  D.  C.  Woodcock;  executive  officers,  C.  W. 
Dietrich,  general  secretary;  H.  C.  Scofield,  assistant  secretary. 

In  the  winter  of  1895— '90  it  was  proposed  to  construct  a  handsome 
building  for  the  uses  of  the  association,  but  after  a  brief  canvass  it  was 
considered  unwise  to  enter  upon  a  general  canvass  until  the  financial 
condition  of  the  country  were  improved.  [n  the  canvass  made  sub- 
scriptions were  secured  to  the  amount  of  $35,000. 

Banks. 

The  early  history  of  some  of  the  oldest  banks  in  Troy  will  be  found 
in  preceding  pages  of  this  work.  Some  of  the  banks  established  when 
Troy  was  a  village  or  in  its  early  days  as  a  city  have  been  extinct  many 
years.  Of  those  that  are  now  in  existence  the  following  is  a  brief  his- 
tory : 

The  Troy  Savings  bank  is  one  of  the  strongest  financial  institutions 
in  Troy.  Its  foundation  and  development  and  the  construction  of  its 
handsome  and  costly  building  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Second  and 
State  streets  have  been  fully  described  in  other  pages.  The  presidents 
of  this  great  institution  have  been: 

Townsend  McCoun,  1823-18:54;  Richard  P.  Hart,  1834-1839;  Stephen  Warren, 
1839-1847;  Gurdon  Corning,  1847-1850;  Jared  S.  Weed,  1850-1870;  Charles  H.  Rus- 
sell, 1870-1880 ;  Derick  Lane,  1886-1892;  Charles  E.  Hanaman,  February  It, 
1893-  . 

President  Lane  died  in  office  December  14,  1892  and  First  Vice- 
President  Derick  L.  Boardman  acted  as  president  until  the  election  of 
Mr.  Hanaman. 

The  Troy  City  bank  was  incorporated  April  lit,  1 833,  with  a  capital 
of  $300,000.    The  first  president  was  Richard  1'.   Hart  and  the  first 
cashier  George  R.  Davis.    September  L3  of  that  year  the  bank  moved 
into  a  brick  banking  house  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Fourth  and  Grand 
43 


338 


LANDMARKS  OF  RENSSELAER  COUNTY. 


Division  streets.  'The  building  was  burned  in  the  great  (ire  < it  lsii-2 
and  the  present  banking  house  was  immediately  constructed.  The 
bank  was  reorganized  January  I,  1803,  with  a  capital  stock  of  §300,000; 
and  it  was  organized  January  I,  L865,  as  the  Troy  City  National  bank, 
with  $500,000  capital.  May  10,  IS??,  the  capital  was  reduced  to  the 
former  figure.  The  presidents  of  the  bank  since  the  First  one  have 
been : 

George  B.  Warren,  sr.,  1844-1857;  John  A.  Griswold,  1857-1872;  Hannibal  Green, 
1872-1875;  John  B.  Pierson,  1875-1885;  George  A.  Stone,  1885- -  — . 

The  Union  National  bank  was  organized  as  the  Union  bank  Decem- 
ber 24,  I860,  and  four  days  later  [oel  Mallary  became  president,  John 
Kerr  vice-president.  The  first  cashier,  l'liny  M.  Corbin,  was  elected 
February  28,  1851.  The  hank  began  business  April  11,  1851,  at  No. 
;i4!»  River  street  with  a  capital  of  $250,000,  and  soon  afterward  re- 
moved to  No.  12  First  street.  March  21,  1865,  the  capital  was  increased 
to  $300,000  and  the  name  was  changed  to  Union  National  bank.  April 
28,  1X$S,  the  institution  moved  into  its  new  banking  house  on  the  east 
side  of  Fourth  street,  between  Fulton  street  and  Broadway 

The  National  State  bank  of  Troy  was  organized  April  14,  1852,  as 
the  State  bank  of  Troy,  with  a  capital  of  $250,000,  with  Ralph  J. 
Starks  as  president,  Henry  Ingram  as  vice-president  and  Willard  Gay 
as  cashier.  The  transaction  of  business  was  begun  September  'I  of 
that  year  in  the  banking  house  on  the  southeast  corner  of  First  and 
State  streets.  April  15,  1.865,  the  institution  became  the  National 
State  bank  of  Troy,  the  capital  remaining  unchanged. 

The  Manufacturers'  National  bank  was  formed  in  August,  1S5Q,  with 
jj!200,tHHl  capital,  Arba  Read  being  the  lirst  president,  Charles  W, 
Thompson  vice-president  and  John  S.  Christie  cashier.  In  Octo- 
ber of  that  year  the  banking  house  at  No.  13  First  street  was  occu- 
pied, and  May  1,  1856,  the  bank  moved  into  its  building  at  the  in- 
tersection of  River  and  King  streets  December  27,  1864,  it  became 
the  Manufacturers'  National  bank,  the  capital  being  reduced  to  $150,- 

000. 

The  Mutual  National  bank  was  organized  as  the  Mutual  Bank  of 
Troy  November  24,  1852,  with  $250,000  capital.  The  first  president 
was  John  P.  Albertson,  the  vice-president  Joseph  U.  Orvis  and  the 
cashier  George  A.  Stone.  January  IS,  L853,  the  bank  occupied  the 
brick  building  on  the  northeast  corner  of  First  and  River  streets,  oceu- 
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pied  b y  the  Farmers'  bank  from  L820  to  L830.  Tt  became  a  national 
bank  under  its  present  name  March  23,  L865,  with  the  same  capital. 

The  Centra]  National  bank  was  organized  December  29,  1852,  with 
$200,000  capital,  and  called  the  Central  Bank  of  Troy.  February  5, 
1853,  j.  Lansing  Van  Schoonhoven  was  elected  president  and  James 
Buel  cashier.  The  bank  began  business  at  No.  27]  River  street  De- 
cember 29,  1852.  May  1,  1853,  it  removed  to  No.  ">  Second  street  and 
twelve  years  later  to  No.  L3  First  street.  October  21,  1. 854,  the  capital 
was  increased  to  $300,000,  and  in  April,  1807,  the  institution  became  a 
national  bank  under  the  present  name. 

The  National  bank  of  Troy  is  the  successor  to  the  First  National  bank. 
The  latter  bank  was  organized  October  28,  1803,  with  $200,000  capital 
and  Thomas  Coleman  lor  president  and  Richardson  H.  Thurman  for 
cashier.  The  bank  began  business  January  I,  1864,  at  No.  '.MS  River 
street.  The  capital  stock  was  increased  to  §300,000  January  27,  and 
May  1  the  bank  moved  into  its  new  building,  No.  15  First  street.  The 
bank  discontinued  business  February  24,  1883,  on  which  day  the 
National  bank  of  Troy  was  organized  with  $200,000  capital.  Thomas 
Coleman  was  elected  president,  Francis  A.  Fales  vice-president  and 
George  II.  Morrison  cashier.  The  bank  first  occupied  the  building 
owned  by  its  predecessor,  and  in  1894  moved  into  the  building  at  the 
southwest  cornei-  of  Fourth  and  Fulton  streets. 

The  United  National  Bank  was  organized  March  7,  1805,  by  a  num- 
ber of  depositors  of  the  Farmers'  bank  and  the  Rank  of  Troy,  which 
discontinued  business  February  27  of  that  year.  The  capital  stock  of 
the  new  institution  was  $300,000.  On  the  day  of  organization  F. 
Thompson  dale  was  elected  president,  William  A.  Shepard  vice-presi- 
dent and  Tracy  Taylor  cashier.  April  13,  1 805,  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness was  begun  on  the  northwest  corner  of  First  and  State  streets,  the 
quarters  formerly  occupied  by  the  Bank  of  Troy.  March  I!),  1877,  the 
capital  was  reduced  to  $240,000.  The  quarters  were  enlarged  and  im- 
proved in  I  S8;J . 

Troy's  Public  .Schools. 

The  earliest  general  ''Act  for  the  encouragement  of  Schools  "  was 
passed  for  the  benefit  of  cities  and  towns,  in  April,  L795,  when  Troy 
was  six  years  old.  At  that  time  $50,000  a  year  was  appropriated  by 
law  for  the  schools  for  the  whole  State.     Revisions  and  repeals  of  the 
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school  laws  followed  until  April,  1810,  when  "An  act  to  incorporate 
the  city  of  Troy  "  was  passed.  By  this  act  the  first  four  wards  were 
formed  into  a  district  and  power  was  given  to  the  Common  Council  to 
raise  by  tax  $500  annually  to  support  a  school  and  also  power  to  build 
a  school  house.    This  law  was  in  force  until  1859. 

The  Lancasterian  system,  which  was  indorsed  by  the  State  about 
1815,  was  adopted  in  Troy.  The  last  school  of  that  kind  was  at  the 
corner  of  State  street  and' Sixth  avenue.  The  origin  of  the  adoption 
of  this  system  in  Troy  is  found  in  a  law  passed  March,  18;28,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  prevent  the  sale  of  tickets  of  unauthorized  lotteries,  and  to 
prevent  the  forgery  of  lottery  tickets."  By  this  law  the  mayor  of  Troy 
was  recpiired  to  apply  all  moneys  received  by  him  for  granting  licenses 
to  the  vendors  of  lottery  tickets  in  Troy  to  the  trustees  of  district  No. 
1,  to  be  expended  by  them  in  the  establishment  and  support  of  a  high 
school  on  the  Lancasterian  or  monitorial  plan.  There  seemed  to  be 
two  school  districts,  one  above  and  one  below  the  Poesten  kill. 

The  agitation  of  the  free  public  school  system  began  about  18-15. 
Before  that  time  the  schools  were  supported  in  part  by  rate  bills.  April 
4,  1849,  there  was  passed  "  An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  City 
of  Troy  and  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  free  schools  in  said  city.  " 
At  the  same  time  a  law  was  passed  making  the  schools  of  the  State  free. 
In  accordance  with  the  law  of  April,  1849,  a  Board  of  Education  was 
organized.  Then  the  schools  began  to  prosper.  Buildings  were  im- 
proved and  erected  and  citizens  took  more  interest.  Since  that  time 
the  school  laws  of  the  city  have  been  changed  several  times.  The 
High  school  was  established  in  1854.  The  first  superintendent  of 
schools  was  Edward  Danforth,  who  was  elected  in  October,  18li"-2.  Me 
also  acted  as  clerk.     Prom  that  time  until  supervision  was  done 

through  the  clerk.  The  law  of  I  878  authorized  the  appointment  of  a 
superintendent  of  schools  as  a  separate  of'lice,  exceptingtwo  years  when 
the  superintendent  was  also  principal  of  the  High  school. 

The  first  superintendent  under  the  law  of  18?:>  was  David  Beattie, 
elected  April  9.  He  resigned  September  1,  1891,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Edwin  E.  Ashley.  He  was  succeeded  by  John  H.  Willets, 
in  March,  1895. 

Other  Education  a  i.  Institutions. 

The  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  institute,  certainly  the  highest  educa- 
tional institution  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States  and  concededly  one  of 
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the  foremost  in  the  world,  has  had  a  memorable  career.  Its  founda- 
tion and  history  up  to  the  year  1832,  when  its  name  was  changed  from 
Rensselaer  school  to  Rensselaer  institute,  has  been  described  in  pre- 
ceding pages.  In  18313  the  trustees  of  the  school  were  empowered  by 
act  of  the  Legislature  to  establish  a  department  of  mathematical  arts, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  in  engineering  and  technology. 
This  meant  the  establishment  of  a  course  in  civil  engineering.  Eight 
members  of  the  class  o!  1835  were  graduated  as  civil  engineers  and 
received  the  degree  of  C.  E.  This  was  the  first  class  in  civil  engineer- 
ing ever  graduated  in  any  English  speaking  country.  Prof.  Amos 
Eaton  died  in  1842  ami  George  IT.  Cook  of  the  class  of  1830,  who  was 
afterwards  widely  known  tor  his  work  as  State  geologist  in  New 
Jersey,  was  appointed  as  senior  professor  in  the  same  year.  Under  his 
direction  the  school  was  reorganized  and  the  courses  of  instruction 
somewhat  extended,  lie  resigned  in  1847  and  was  succeeded  by  R 
Franklin  Greene  of  the  class  of  1842,  who  became  director  of  the  in- 
stitute when  that  office  was  created  by  act  of  the  Legislature  in  1850. 

Prof.  Greene's  acceptance  of  the  position  marks  an  epoch  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  school.  After  a  careful  stud)'  of  the  scientific  and  techni- 
cal institutions  of  Europe  the  curriculum  was,  under  his  direction, 
thoroughly  reorganized  in  1K49.  This  reorganization  included  a  ma- 
terial enlargement  of  the  course  of  study  and  the  requirement  of  a 
more  rigid  standard  of  scholarship  from  candidates  for  degrees.  The 
number  of  instructors  was  also  increased,  and  the  length  of  time  de- 
voted to  the  course  was  changed  to  three  years,  with  a  "  preparatory 
class"  which  made  it  practically  tour  years  in  duration.  At  the  time 
oi  the  reorganisation  in  IS -1 51  51)  the  name  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  in- 
stitute was  tirst  given  to  the  school.  Thus  was  inaugurated  the  course 
and  methods  which  have  resulted  in  giving  to  the  engineering  profes- 
sion in  this  and  other  countries  during  the  last  half  century  or  less 
many  of  its  most  distinguished  members.  The  main  causes  of  the  rep- 
utation of  the  school  and  of  the  success  of  its  graduates  have  been  the 
method  of  instruction  then  adopted  and  the  high  standard  of  scholar- 
ship maintained.  Although  the  curriculum  has,  of  course,  since  been 
changed  from  time  to  time  to  adapt  it  to  the  needs  of  the  best  modern 
practice,  the  methods  have  remained  practically  unchanged.  The 
names  of  the  presidents  and  directors  and  the  years  during  which  they 
served,  from  the  foundation  of  the  school  to  the  present  time,  are  as 
follows : 
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Prkmuknts.— Samuel  Blatchford,  D.D.,  1824-1828;  John  Chester,  D.D.,  1828- 
1829;  Eliphalet  Nott,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  1829  1845;  Nathan  S.  S.  Beman,  D.D.,  1845- 
1865;  Hon.  John  P.  Winslow,  1865^1868;  Thomas  C.  Brinsmade,  D.D.,  1868;  James 
Forsyth,  LL.D.,  1868-1886;  John  Hudson  Peck,  LL.D.,  1886  . 

Senior  Prokkssors  and  Directors. — Amos  Eaton,  A.M.,  senior  professor,  1824- 
1842;  George  II.  Cook-,  C.  E. ,  Ph.  D.,  senior  professor,  1842-1846;  B.  Franklin 
Greene,  C.  E.,  A.  M.,  director,  1847-1859;  Nathan  S.  S.  Beman,  D.D  ,  director,  1859- 
1860;  Charles  Drowne,  C.  E.,  A.  M. ,  director,  1860-1876;  William  L.  Adam:  ,  C.  15., 
director,  1876-1878;  David  M.  Greene,  C.  E. ,  director,  1878-1891;  Palmer  C  Rick- 
etts,  C.  E.,  director,  1892  . 

The  history  of  the  Troy  Female  seminary,  the  institution  founded  by 
Mrs.  Emma  Willard,  up  to  the  death  of  Dr.  John  Willard  May  20,  1825, 
has  been  told  in  the  early  pages  of  this  work.  October  13  of  that 
year  the  Common  Council  leased  the  seminar}-  to  Emma  Willard  for 
five  years  and  six  months  from  November  1,  1825.  Next  spring  the 
building  was  increased  in  size  and  the  annual  rental  raised  to  $700. 
The  building  which  was  used  for  musical  instruction  and  laundering 
and  since  demolished,  was  erected  in  1  !S\!S  .it  an  expense  of  $3,500. 
Additional  ground  was  purchased  in  May,  L S3 1 ,  extending  the  property 
to  Ferry  street  and  westward  to  the  alley.  In  L837  a  lot  was  purchased 
on  Ferry  street.  The  founder  of  the  institution  retired  as  principal  in 
1838  and  left  it  in  charge  of  her  son,  [ohn  H.  Willard,  and  his  wife, 
Sarah  L.  Willard.  Eight  years  afterward  the  trustees  purchased  from 
the  First  Presbyterian  church  additional  ground  on  the  west  side  of 
the  closed  alley  running  from  Congress  street  south  to  Ferry,  and  an 
addition  to  the  main  building  was  erected. 

In  1871,  the  patronage  of  the  seminar)'  having  fallen  off  considerably, 
the  trustees  decided  to  solicit  aid  from  the  citizens,  providing  the  city 
could  be  induced  U>  convey  the  entire  interest  in  the  property  lo  the 
trustees,  The  consent  ol  the  Common  Council  to  the  plan  could  not 
be  obtained,  and  May  L,  LS73,  the  sum  of  $52,  U  1 5. 1 1  having  been  pri- 
vately subscribed,  the  trustees  purchased  the  right  of  the  city  for 
$50,(100.  William  Gurleyand  Lewis  E.  Gurley  were  the  prime  movers 
in  the  work  and  it  was  in  a  large  measure  due  to  their  efforts  that  the 
required  amount  was  subscribed.  The  contract  between  the  city  and 
the  trustees  continued  the  proviso  that  the  property  should  be  used  for 
school  purposes  only. 

John  II.  Willard  and  his  wife  resigned  as  principals  of  the  seminary 
at  the  close  of  the  term  in  1872,  and  Miss  Emily  Wilcox  became  princi- 
pal.   Miss  Wilcox  resigned  soon  after  the  close  of  the  term  in  1895,  and 
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was  succeeded  by  Miss  Mary  Alice  Knox.  The  old  building  was  torn 
down  in  1890  to  give  place  to  the  Gurley  Memorial  building',  whose 
corner  stone  was  laid  in  June,  L891.  The  handsome  structure  was 
dedicated  with  appropriate  exercises  a  year  later.  It  was  built  by 
Lewis  E.  Gurley  as  a  memorial  to  his  deceased  brother,  William  Gur- 
ley, at  a  cost  of  $00,000.  The  seminary  conservatory  of  music,  known 
as  the  Anna  M.  Plum  Memorial,  was  opened  Thursday,  September  13, 
1894.  It  was  erected  by  Mrs.  Gerrit  V.  S.  Quackenbush  as  a  memorial 
to  her  daughter,  Miss  Anna  M.  Plum,  and  is  devoted  to  instruction  in 
music  and  painting.  Its  cost  was  about  $50,000.  Russell  Sage  hall,  the 
last  to  be  added  to  the  magnificent  collection  of  building's  forming  the 
seminary,  was  dedicated  May  1(5,  1895.  Its  cost  was  about  $115,000, 
and  the  entire  building  was  given  by  Russell  Sage  and  his  wife,  of 
New  York,  former  residents  of  Troy 

May  16,  1895,  the  day  on  which  Russell  Sage  hall  was  dedicated,  the 
beautiful  statue  of  Mrs.  Emma  Willard  was  unveiled  with  elaborate 
ceremonies  in  Seminary  park.  Mrs.  Charles  L.  MacArthur,  president 
of  the  Emma  Willard  Statue  association,  presided.  After  the  unveil- 
ing of  the  statue  and  the  preliminary  exercises  the  statue  was  formally 
presented  to  the  board  of  trustees  by  Francis  N.  Mann,  who,  in  his 
speech,  gave  a  comprehensive  history  of  the  Monument  association. 
The  association  was  organized  in  1890  and  the  statue  was  designed  and 
made  by  Alexander  Doyle  of  New  York  city.  The  statue  was  accepted 
in  a  speech  by  John  Hudson  Peck,  when  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Monroe 
Taylor,  president  of  Vassar  college,  made  a  scholarly  and  eloquent  .ad- 
dress on  the  life  and  work  of  Emma  Willard.  '  During  the  exercises  a 
quartet to  Ming  "  Rocked  in  the  Cradle  of  the  1  >eep,"  the  words  of  which 
were  written  by  Emma  Willard.  The  dedication  of  Russell  Sage  hall 
followed.  The  address  of  presentation  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Stryker,  president  of  Hamilton  college,  and  the  speech  of  acceptance 
by  Lewis  E.  Gurley.  A  most  eloquent  address  by  Dr.  Chauncey  M. 
Depevv  of  New  York  and  the  benediction  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  T.  P.  Sawin 
closed  the  exercises. 

The  Gurley  Memorial  hall  was  dedicated  Wednesday,  June  8,  1892, 
with  elaborate  exercises.  The  morning  and  part  of  the  afternoon  were 
devoted  to  receptions  to  the  students  and  faculty,  former  students  and 
the  reunion  of  the  Alumna;  association,  when  addresses  were  made  by 
Miss  Emily  T.  Wilcox,  president  of  the  seminar)';  .Mrs.  Russell  Sage, 
who,  with  her  husband,  subsequently  gave  Russell  Sage  hall  to  the 
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seminary;  Mrs.  Lewis  E.  Gurley,  wife  of  the  donor  of  the  building, 
and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton,  a  member  of  the  graduating  class  of 
1832.  Mrs.  Charles  L.  MacArthur  also  made  an  appeal  in  behalf  of 
the  fund  for  the  statue  of  Mrs.  Emma  Willard.  'The  dedicatory 
services  proper  began  at  3  i\  m.  and  included  the  presentation  address 
by  Lewis  E  Gurley,  the  speech  of  acceptance  by  J.  11.  Peck,  an  elo- 
cjuent  address  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  H.  M.  King  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and 
the  reading  of  the  dedicatory  poem  by  Benjamin  II.  Hall. 

Among  the  many  distinguished  visitors  to  the  seminary  beside 
Marquis  de  La  Fayette  in  1824,  Lady  Franklin,  wife  of  Sir  |ohn  Frank- 
lin, called  on  Miss  Willard  while  Sir  John  was  governor  of  Van  Die- 
man's  Land.  In  L841  Sir  Joseph  Laffan  de  Hovey  came  as  the  agent 
of  Queen  Victoria,  saying:  "We  have  heard  that  you  have  got  before 
us  in  female  education,  and  we  wish  to  know  your  plans.  "  Dr.  Scoresby, 
the  great  English  educator;  Thalberg,  the  famous  pianist ;  Gottschalk, 
the  composer;  Madam  Angel,  the  great  contralto;  Strakosch,  Ole  Bull, 
Walbare,  Dr.  Vincent,  Clara  Louise  Kellogg,  Fanny  Kemble,  Dr.  John 
Lord,  Dr.  Hayes,  the  Arctic  explorer;-  General  William  T.  Sherman 
and  many  other  persons  noted  in  the  field  of  art,  or  letters,  or  science, 
or  exploration,  were  also  visitors  to  the  school. 

Troy  academy  was  incorporated  by  act  of  Legislature  May  5,  1834. 
The  original  plan  was  to  unite  in  one  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  insti- 
tute and  the  Troy  academy,  the  former  to  he  designated  as  "The  De- 
partment of  Experimental  Science,"  the  latter  as  "The  Department  of 
Classic  Literature,"  but  although  an  act  was  passed  in  181)7  permitting 
the  consolidation  of  the  two  corporations,  the  union  was  never  made. 
The  first  home  of  the  academy  was  at  the  corner  of  State  and  Fourth 
streets.  In  [$38  the  city  transferred  to  the  trustees  of  the  academy  the 
property  now  occupied  by  the  school  at  the  corner  of  State  and  Seventh 
streets,  at  that  time  the  site  of  a  building  occupied  in  part  by  the  High 
school  and  in  part  by  the  old  Lancastenan  school.  The  building  was 
destroyed  by  the  great  fire  of  1802  and  was  replaced  by  the  present 
one  in  the  following  year.  The  academy  came  under  the  direction  of 
the  present  principals  in  188'.).  Since  then  the  aim  and  scope  of  the 
work  of  the  school  have  been  somewhat  changed,  the  number  of  in- 
structors has  been  increased  from  four  to  ten,  the  military  drill  has 
been  introduced,  the  courses  of  study  in  the  several  subjects  have 
been  carefully  graded,  the  number  of  subjects  offered  for  instruction 
has  been  enlarged,  and  facilities  afforded  for  advanced  study  in  many 
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directions.  The  principals  of  the  school  are  Prof.  Frank  Coe  Barnes 
and  Prof.  Carroll  L.  Maxcy. 

The  career  of  St.  Joseph's  Provincial  seminary  (Roman  Catholic) 
dates  from  the  year  1833,  when  Bishop  Dubois  built  at  Nyaclc  a  college 
combining'  both  the  theological  and  collegiate  courses  of  studies.  Hav- 
ing been  destroyed  by  lire  the  institution  was  re-established  at  La- 
fargeville  and  reopened  in  1.838  as  St.  Vincent  of  Paul's  seminary. 
This  proving  unsuccessful  a  new  college  was  established  at  Fordham 
in  1841  with  Rev.  John  McCloskey,  afterward  Archbishop  of  New 
York,  as  president.  In  1.844  it  was  again  removed  to  a  building  on 
Fifth  avenue  and  Fiftieth  street,  N  Y.  In  1862  Archbishop  Hughes, 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Rev.  Peter  1 1  avermans  of  Troy,  pur- 
chased the  property  of  the  Troy  university,  which  was  transformed 
into  St.  Joseph's  Provincial  seminary  and  placed  in  charge  of  profess- 
ors from  the  university  of  Louvain.  It  was  opened  under  the  new 
auspices  in  October,  1804,  with  a  faculty  consisting  of  a  rector,  three 
professors  from  Louvain  ami  two  from  the  clergy  of  Boston  and  New 
York.  The  students  numbered  sixty.  Since  that  year  the  number 
has  varied  from  100  to  Mid.  Up  to  May,  1890,  750  students  were  or- 
dained to  the  priesthood  and  others  have  been  ordained  elsewhere. 
The  directors  have  been: 

The  Very  Rev.  Canon  Louis  Vandenhende,  appointed  in  1864;  Rev.  Alexander 
Sherwood  Ilealey,  1805;  Rev.  John  McLoughlin,  ISO',);  Rev.  James  S.  M.  Lynch, 
1871;  Rev.  Philip  Garrigan,  is?-.';  Rev.  James  S.  M.  Lynch,  1875;  Rev.  John  F. 
Woods,  D.D.,  1880;  Rev.  William  A.  McDonald,  1884;  Rev.  Michael  J.  Considine, 
1880;  Rev.  William  Livingston,  1889  to  the  present  time. 

The  seminary  abandoned  the  building  in  Trov  in  the  summer  of  I  80 (i 
and  occupied  its  handsome  new  home  in  Yonkers.  Since  then  the 
building  has  been  used  by  the  Christian  Rrothers  as  a  school  for  novices. 

vSt.  Peter's  convent  was  established  in  I  x<;  1  and  is  the  third  convent 
of  the  order  of  St.  Joseph  in  New  York  State.  It  is  located  at  2328 
Fifth  avenue. 

St.  Mary's  convent  was  established  in  1  8  IS  at  No.  185  Third  street. 

St.  Joseph's  convent  was  founded  in  1856.  The  corner  stone  of  the 
present  building  on  Fourth  street  was  laid  in  1867.  It  is  the  provin- 
cial house  of  the  order  ol  St  [oseph  for  the  Albany  and  Syracuse  dio- 
ceses. 

St.  Ann's  convent,  located  at  No.  240  Second  street,  was  established 
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in  1885.  It  is  the  home  of  several  sisters  of  St.  Ann,  the  mother  house 
being  at  La  Chine,  near  Montreal,  Can. 

The  Brothers'  Academy  of  St.  Mary  was  established  in  1853.  The 
present  building  on  the  corner  of  Fourth  and  Washington  streets  was 
erected  in  1 878. 

The  Troy  Young  Men's  Catholic  Literary  association  was  organized 
in  1859  and  has  always  been  very  prosperous. 

The  La  Salle  institute  was  founded  in  1853  by  Christian  Brothers  of 
the  Catholic  church.  They  abandoned  the  school  in  1874  on  account 
of  poor  accommodations  and  returned  in  1878,  since  which  time  the 
school  has  prospered.    The  Cadets'  battalion  was  organized  in  1893. 

NKWSPAl'ERS. 

Since  the  first  newspaper  was  printed  in  Troy  in   1797,  more  than 
half  a  hundred  have  been  established.    Of  these  but  few  remain  in  the 
field.    The  first  newspaper  published  in  the  city  was  the  Farmers'  Or 
acle,  printed  for  the  first  time  January  31,  1707,  by  Luther  Pratt  &  Co. 
at  the  office  on  Water  (River)  street  "opposite  the  ferry." 

The  Northern  Budget  (Sundays)  was  first  printed  as  a  weekly  in 
Lansingburgh.  The  first  number  was  issued  June  20,  1797,  by  Robert 
Moffit  cV  Co.  In  May,  1798,  the  publishers  moved  to  Troy,  where  the 
Northern  Budget  has  since  been  published.  January  ;!,  1820,  the  name 
was  changed  to  the  Troy  Budget  and  City  Register;  January  1,  1828, 
to  the  Troy  Budget;  July  6,  18-10,  to  the  Daily  Troy  Budget;  July  7, 
1845,  to  the  Northern  Budget;  January  3,  1859,  to  the  Troy  Daily 
Budget;  July  29,  1801,  to  the  Daily  Budget  and  Union,  and  October 
14,  1801,  to  the  Troy  Daily  Budget.  It  was  published  weekly  and 
semi-weekly  until  1840,  when  a  daily  was  issued.  In  L8li2  the  publica- 
tion of  the  paper  was  discontinued.    After  the  founder  of  the  paper 

retired  the  publishers  were:  1807,  Oliver  Lyon;  ,  Ebenezer  Mill; 

1.817,  Zephaniah  Clark;  1827,  John  C.  Kemble;  1832,  Kemble  &  Hooper; 
L830,  Charles  Hooper;  1837,  Hooper  &  Cook,  also  Kellogg,  Strong  & 
Cook;  1838,  Kellogg  &  Cook;  1840,  Carroll  &  Cook;  1840,  John  M. 
Francis  and  Edwin  Brownell;  1847,  John  M.  Francis  and  Charles  L. 
MaeArthur;  1849,  William  W.  Whitman;  1850,  Whitman  &  MacArthur; 
1852, William  W.  Whitman;  1 854,  Charles  L.  MacArthur;  1 859,  William 
Hagadorn;   1801,  VanArnam  &  Co. ;  1801  to  1802,  D.  H.  Jones. 

The  Troy  Gazette,  weekly,  was  first  issued  September  ,'!,  1802,  by 
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Thomas  Collier;  September  -1,  1 804,  by  Wright  &  Wilbur;  December 
25,  1804,  by  Wright,  Wilbur  &  Stockwell;  September  10,  1805,  by 
Wright,  Goodenow  &  Stockwell. 

The  Farmers'  Register,  weekly,  was  first  issued  in  Lansingburgh  in 
1803  by  Francis  Adancourt.  The  publication  office  was  removed  to 
Troy  in  1800. 

The  Troy  Post  began  publication  .September  1,  181:2,  Parker  &  Bliss, 
proprietors. 

The  Troy  Sentinel  was  first  published  July  15,  1823,  by  Wm.  S. 
Parker,  with  O.  L.  rlolley  as  editor.  Subsequent  publishers  were 
Tnttle  &  Richards,  1820;  Tuttle  &  Gregory,  1827.  May  L,  1830,  the 
paper  was  first  issued  as  a  daily. 

The  Fowler  was  founded  in  April,  1824,  by  Gilbert  Gunflint  (?). 

The  Evangelical  Restorationist  was  established  by  Adolphus  Skinner 
in  1.825. 

The  Troy  Review  was  established  January  4,  1820,  by  Tuttle  & 
Richards. 

The  Reflector  was  established  March  25,  L820,  by  Castor  &  Pollux  (?). 
The  Evangelical  Repository  was  founded  in  1828. 

The  Troy  Republican,  an  anti-Masonic  organ,  was  established  by 
Austin  \  Wellington  in  1828,  and  in  1830  was  controlled  by  Thomas 
Clowes. 

The  Northern  Watchman  was  founded  in  1831,  and  changed  to  the 
Troy  Watchman  the  following  year. 

The  Gospel  Anchor,  a  Universalist  organ,  was  founded  by  John  M. 
Austin  in  1  83  1 . 

The  Troy  Statesman,  an  anti-Masonic  organ,  was  founded  June  12, 
1  s;i\!,  by  T.  1  Sutherland, 

The  Troy  Press  was  first  issued  by  William  Yates  August  1 ,  1832. 
The  Daily  Troy  Press  was  first  issued  February  11  of  the  following 
year  by  Mr.  Yates,  and  was  soon  after  sold  to  James  M.  Stevenson, 
publisher  of  the  Troy  Daily  Whig.  The  Troy  American  was  first 
issued  September  IS,  1833,  by  E.  J.  Van  Cleve,  who  sold  it  to  James 
M.  Stevenson.  All  three  of  these  papers  were  ultimately  swallowed 
up  by  the  Troy  Daily  Whig,  which  was  first  published  as  an  afternoon 
daily  July  1,  I834,  by  James  M.  Stevenson.  Six  years  later  the  Whig 
was  changed  to  a  morning  paper.  The  proprietors  after  the  founder 
were:  1830,  James  M.  Stevenson  and  Alexander  McCall ;  1839,  James 
M.Stevenson;  1850,  Charles  D  Bingham;  1855,  George  Abbott;  1803 
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Hugh  Greene  &  Co.  ;  1804,  George  Evans,  representing  the  Whig 
News  and  Printing  company;  1807,  William  D,  Davis  &  Co.;  1808, 
Alexander  Kirkpatrick;  1872,  Kirkpatrick  &  Lynn;  L873,  Alexander 
Kirkpatrick,  also  the  Troy  Whig  Publishing  Co.  The  Troy  Morning 
Whig  was  succeeded  August  30,  1880,  by  the  Troy  Morning  Telegram 
and  Whig,  which  also  issued  the  Weekly  Whig. 

The  Botanic  Advocate  was  issued  in  L834  by  Russell  Buckley. 

The  Trojan  was  founded  in  1834  by  Russell  Buckley  and  Jacob  D. 
E.  Vanderheyden . 

The  State  Journal  was  issued  in  I83G  by  R.  J.  Hasten,  and  the  New 
York  State  Journal  in  1837  by  Jacob  Hoxton. 

The  Troy  Daily  Mail  was  issued  in  1837  by  Wellington  &  Nafew. 

The  Troy  Daily  Bulletin  was  issued  December  (j,  1841,  by  R.  Thomp- 
son and  William  Hagen. 

The  Troy  Daily  Herald  was  issued  October  24,  1842,  by  Ayres  & 
Whitehouse. 

The  Aquarian  was  issued  in  1843. 

The  Troy  Temperance  Mirror  was  issued  in  1843  by  Bardwell  & 
Kneeland. 

The  Troy  Daily  Times  is  the  oldest  daily  paper  now  published  in  the 
city,  its  first  number  having  been  issued  June  25,  1851,  by  John  M. 
Francis  and  R.  D.  Thompson.  .Since  the  founder  the  publishers  have 
been:  January  31,  1854,  John  M.  Francis;  September  12,  I8ti:>,  John 
M.  Francis  and  Henry  O'Reilly  Tucker;  April  5,  1881,  John  M.  Fran- 
cis; May  2,  1881,  John  M.  Francis,  Son  &  Co.  (John  M.  Francis, 
Charles  S.  Francis,  William  E.  Kisselburgh  and  John  A.  Sleicher). 
Mr.  Sloioher  withdrew  from  the  firm 'May  I.  1883,  and  Mr.  Kisselbiirgh 
died  May  20,  iss;,  since  which  time  John  M.  Francis  &  Son  have  been 
proprietors  of  the  paper.  A  weekly  was  issued  from  July  17,  1850,  to 
1895,  since  which  time  a  semi-weekly  has  been  published. 

The  Family  Journal  was  issued  in  1844  by  Fisk  &  Co.  In  isis  it  be- 
came the  New  York  Family  Journal  and  in  1.851  The  Troy  Family 
|  ournal. 

The  Troy  Daily  Post  was  founded  in  L844  by  Alexander  McCall  and 
Enoch  Davis. 

The  Troy  Daily  Telegraph  was  founded  in  LS40  by  Hagen  &  Ayres. 
The  Rensselaer  County  Temperance  Advocate  was  founded  in   18  ID 
by  S.  Spicer. 

The  Journal  of  Temperance  was  founded  in  L840vby  Allen  (!v 
Garnett. 


JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 
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The  Old  Settler  was  founded  In  L851  by  Allen. 

The  Unique  was  founded  in  1851. 

La  Ruche  Canadienne  was  founded  in  1851  by  Dorian  &  Mathiot. 

Our  Paper  was  founded  in  LS53  by  Davis  &  Cutler. 

The  Troy  Daily  Democrat  w  as  founded  in  185-1  by  James  T.  Ellis. 

'Idie  Troy  Daily  Traveller  was  founded  in  1854  by  Fisk  &  Avery. 

The  Daily  Arena  was  founded  in  1859  by  MaeArthur  &  Fonda. 

The  Troy  Daily  Express  was  founded  in  L859  by  Allen  Corey. 

The  Troy  Morning  News  was  founded  in  I860  by  E.  T.  Loveridge. 

Laigle  Canadien  was  founded  in  I860  by  James  R.  Lettare. 

The  Troy  Union  was  founded  in  I8G1  by  Van  Arnam  &  Merriam. 

'Idle  Troy  City  Democrat  was  founded  in  1862  by  A.  Corey  &  Co. 

The  Troy  Daily  Press  was  founded  August  8,  1863,  by  A.  S.  Pease, 
who  was  succeeded  fune  IS,  1.866,  by  W.  S.  Hawley.  It  was  published 
by  the  latter  until  March  2,  1867.  October  28,  1867,  the  publication 
of  the  new  series  was  begun  by  William  S.  and  Edwin  P.  Hawley. 
Since  that  time  the  proprietors  have  been:  1868,  Edwin  P.  Hawley; 
also  Edwin  1'.  Hawley  and  ferome  Ji.  Parmenter;  1869,  ferome  B. 
Parmenter  and  Charles  C.  Clark;  1873,  Jerome  R.  Parmenter;  1883, 
Jerome  B.  Parmenter  and  George  E.  Eaton;  1884,  the  Troy  Press  Co. 
December  (i,  1888,  the  paper  was  purchased  by  Henry  O'R.  Tucker, 
who  founded  The  Troy  Press  company,  of  which  he  is  president,  which 
still  publishes  the  paper.  Mr.  Tucker  has  raised  the  paper  from  one 
of  little  influence  and  no  commercial  value  to  one  of  the  most  in- 
fluential in  New  York  State.  The  Troy  Press  company  also  pub- 
lishes the  Troy  Weekly  Press,  founded  August  S,  1803. 

Tin*  Pivic  Deutsche  Presse  was  established  April  16,  1872,  as  the 
Troy  Volksfreuiul  by  Otto  OtVenhaeuser  and  Michael  Wigget.  The 
following  Near  Mr,  Oilenhaeuser  became  sole  proprietor.  In  1876  the 
paper  was  sold  to  Aug.  1 1  illebi  and,  who  changed  its  name  to  the  Freie 
Deutsche  Presse. 

The  Troy  Northern  Budget  was  first  issued  under  the  name  of  the 
Northern  Budget  as  a  Sunday  paper  March  24,  1867,  bv  Charles  L. 
MaeArthur.  In  1868  the  paper  was  given  the  name  which  it  has  since 
retained.  March  29,  1875,  Arthur  MaeArthur,  son  of  Charles  L.  Mac- 
Arthur,  became  associated  in  the  business,  and  since  that  time  the 
paper  has  been  published  by  C.  P.  MaeArthur  &  Son. 

The  Troy  News  (Sunday)  was  first  issued  August  I,  1864,  by  Charles 
L.  MaeArthur. 
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The  Sunday  Herald  was  issued  in  1867  by  William  F.  Boshart. 

The  Public  Spirit  was  first  issued  in  1 808  by  Le  Grand  Benedict. 

The  Sunday  Telegram  was  issued  in  L870  by  Thomas  Hurley. 

The  Sunday  Trojan  was  first  issued  April  25,  1875,  by  I.  P.  Bos- 
worth  and  A.  B.  Elliott.  In  1878  it  was  consolidated  with  the  Troy 
Observer. 

The  Troy  Observer  was  founded  as  a  Sunday  paper  October  15,  1870, 
by  William  V.  Clear)'.  Two  years  later  it  was  purchased  by  A.  B. 
Elliott  and  consolidated  with  the  Sunday  Trojan  under  the  name  of 
Trojan-Observer.  In  1879  it  was  purchased  by  Michael  F.  Collins  and 
named  the  Troy  <  >bserver. 

The  Evening'  Standard  was  founded  October  17,  IS77,  by  the  Even- 
ing Standard  Publishing"  company,  with  W.  ).  Tyner  as  president.  It 
is  still  published  under  the  same  auspices. 

The  Catholic  Weekly  was  founded  February  27.  188(5,  by  Hugh  M. 
Reynolds,  George  L.  Thompson  and  William  C.  Cozier,  and  still 
cont  in  ties. 

The  Troy  Morning  Telegram  and  Whig  was  issued  for  the  first  time 
August  :!(),  1880  by  the  Troy  Telegram  company.  C.  P.  MacArtliur 
&  Son  became  proprietors  in  1882  and  changed  the  name  to  Troy 
Daily  Telegram.  In  188(5  fohn  Hastings  purchased  the  paper.  He 
was  succeeded  in  1SSS  by  William  C.  Cozier  and  fohn  I'.  Pratt,  who 
changed  the  name  to  Troy  Morning  Telegram.  The  paper  was  pur- 
chased September  17,  1892,  by  Thomas  A.  Keith,  who  relinquished 
control  November  2 1 ,  1895.  The  paper  was  issued  for  a  few  weeks 
thereafter  by  several  printers  employed  by  Mr.  Keith,  and  in  the  spring 
ul  1  S'.Hi  it  ceased  to  exist. 

The  Sunday  News  was  founded  September  !i,  1S9-1,  by  Daniel  10. 
Conway  and  is  still  published. 

The  One-cent  Argus,  printed  by  the  Argus  company  of  Albany,  was 
first  published  in  Troy  April  1,  1895.  The  publication  of  the  paper 
was  suspended  June  20,  189(5. 

'Idle  Morning  Star  was  founded  March  :!,  L890,  by  George  B.  Ander- 
son, but  after  twenty  issues  of  the  paper  had  been  published  the  Morn- 
ing Star  ceased  to  exist,  the  publisher  being  convinced  that  there  was 
no  demand  for  a  morning  paper  in  Troy. 

The  Troy  Record  was  founded  April  4,  1896,  by  the  Troy  Record 
company,  of  which  J.  K.  P.  Pine  is  president;  William  H.  1 1  ol  lister, 
jr.,  vice-president;  Harry  S.  Ludlow,  treasurer,  and  Frank  H.  Knox, 
secretary.     It  is  published  even'  morning  except  Sunday. 
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The  American  Laundry  [ournal  (monthly)  was  first  issued  in  Inly, 
iss\!,  by  Pratt  &  Clinton.  In  May,  L8S3,  Clinton  &  Dickerman  became 
proprietors.  L.  H.  Dickerman  has  been  sole  proprietor  since  Decem- 
ber 9,  1884. 

The  first  issue  of  the  Carriage  Dealers'  Journal  appeared  in  May, 
1.800,  with  Charles  C.  Conant  as  publisher.  Two  years  later  1'.  1). 
Randall  bought  a  half  interest.  It  is  now  a  hundred-page  paper  and 
the  largest  in  the  carriage  trade  with  one  exception. 

The  Bicycle  Dealer  was  founded  in  December,  1805,  by  the  [ournal 
Publishing  company,  composed  of  Charles  C.  Conant  and  1'.  I). 
Randall. 

The  first  issue  of  the  Cosmopolitan  Signal  as  a  musical  monthly  was 
Ma}'  1  .">,  I89G,  it  hav  ing  been  transformed  from  the  West  Troy  Signal. 
Its  proprietors  are  Madame  Marie  Godini  and  Chevalier  Aurelio 
Ceruelos. 

In  the  summer  of  isiu;  the  following  newspapers  were  published  in 
Troy:  Troy  Northern  Budget,  Troy  Daily  Times,  The  Troy  Press, 
Evening  Standard,  Troy  Record,  Troy  Observer,  Sunday  News,  Troy 
Weekly  Press,  Troy  Semi-Weekly  Times,  Catholic  Weekly,  American 
Laundry  [ournal,  Carriage  Dealers'  [ournal,  Bicycle  Dealer,  Weeklv 
Advocate,  Freie  Deutsche  Presse  and  Cosmopolitan  Signal. 

The  handsome  new  court  house,  located  on  the  site  of  the  old  one 
on  the  southeast  corner  of  Second  and  Congress  streets,  which  was  still 
in  course  of  construction  in  1800,  will  be  one  of  the  handsomest  struc- 
tures in  Troy  when  completed.  The  work  of  razing  the  old  court 
house  was  begun  March  I  I,  1895,  by  eight  men  under  the  direction  of 
Contractor  Charles  Duncan,  soon  after  the  close  ol  the  last  term  of 
court  held  in  the  old  building.  The  laving  ol  the  foundation  of  the 
new  structure  was  begun  in  the  fall  of  180-f,  on  either  end  of  the  old 
building,  while  the  latter  was  still  occupied. 

The  Troy  Orphan  asylum  is  the  outgrowth  of  an  organization  that 
was  established  in  IBM  under  the  name  of  the  Troy  Association  for 
Destitute  Children.  April  15,  1835,  it  was  incur:  •  rated  under  the 
name  of  the  Troy  Orphan  asylum.  The  original  trustees  were  David 
Buel,  jr.,  Thomas  L.  Ostrom,  Gurdon  Grant,  Griffith  P.  Griffith, 
Thaddeus  11.  Bigelow,  Ashael  Gilbert,  jr.,  William  W.  Whipple,  Amos 
Allen,  Richard  P.  Hart,  John  Thomas,  Stephen  Warren,  P.  H.  Puck- 
ley,  Pdias  Lasell,  Jacob  D.  Lansing,  Gardner  Landon,  Elias  Pattison, 
George  Vail,  Jacob  Merritt,  John  T.  McCoun,  Dav  Otis  Rellogg  and 
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John  Paine.  For  a  long  time  the  home  w  as  located  on  Grand  Division 
street,  near  the  church  of  the  I  1<>1y  Cross.  This  building'  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  great  (ire  of  I8i32.  Soon  after  this  buildings  on  Eighth 
street  were  erected,  but  these  were  soon  found  inadequate  and  a  move- 
ment for  better  accommodations  was  successful.  A  tract  of  100  acres 
of  land,  located  on  the  south  side  of  Spring  avenue  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  the  city,  was  secured  in  IHfll  and  work  upon  the  build- 
ings was  begun  in  the  following  spring.  Mrs.  William  Howard  Hart,  in 
addition  to  her  other  gifts,  assumed  the  cost  of  building  and  furnishing 
the  infirmary.  The  corner  stone  of  the  asylum  was  laid  on  the  after- 
noon of  May  10,  IS02.  During  the  ceremonies  addresses  were  made 
by  C.  W.  Tillinghast,  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  asylum, 
Rev.  l)r.  f.  W.  Thompson  and  Rev,  Or,  L.  M,  S.  flaynes.  The  new 
building  was  occupied  the  following  year. 

In  November,  1834,  the  citizens  of  Troy  who  favored  the  estab 
lishment  of  a  circulating  library  were  requested  to  meet  in  the 
mayor's  office,  A  large  number  of  representative  Trojans  attended 
and  an  organization  was  formed.  Giles  11.  Kellogg,  Thomas  Coleman, 
Martin  I.  Townsend,  Ralph  flawley  and  Thaddeus  Bigelow  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  draft  a  constitution  and  by-laws  for  the  Troy 
Young  Men's  association.  Four  hundred  and  twenty-six  persons  im- 
mediately signed  as  members  of  the  association,  rooms  were  secured 
and  the  Troy  Young  Men's  association  began  active  existence  Febru- 
ary 10,  1835.  April  20,  1835,  the"  association  was  incorporated  under 
its  present  title.  The  library  contained  at  the  date  above  written 
about  one  thousand  volumes,  many  of  them  being  gifts  from  the  old 
"  Trov  library:"  The  reading  room  w  as  w  ell  supplied  with  newspa- 
pers and  periodicals,  and  a  vigorous  and  successful  debating  society 
held  frequent  meetings  in  the  Y.  M  A.  rooms.  Among  the  speakers 
at  the  debating  society  were  men  of  the  rank  of  Abraham  Olin,  Wil- 
liam L.  Marcy,  William  A.  Beach,  David  L.  Seymour,  Martin  I.  Town- 
send  and  others  of  recognized  ability. 

The  first  annual  meeting  was  held  February  16,  1835,  inaugurating 
the  long  series  of  "annual  meetings"  which  up  to  the  year  1872  were 
productive  of  more  interest  and  excitement  among  citizens  of  Trov 
than  the  greatest  municipal  political  events.  Men  who  could  not  be 
induced  to  accept  the  nomination  for  mayor  of  Troy  would  gladly  head 
one  of  the  tickets  of  the  Y.  M.  A.,  and  would  labor  hard  for  election, 
often  disbursing  and  spending  large  sums  of  money  in  efforts  to  over- 
come opposition  from  rival  candidates. 
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In  1839  George  M.  Tibbits  offered  the  association  a  gift  of  ground 
on  which  to  build  a  home,  conditional  on  the  association  erecting  a 
building  thereon  costing  not  less  than  $7,500.  The  offer  was  refused 
on  the  ground  that  the  association  could  not  procure  funds  to  pay  for  a 
building  costing  the  amount  stated.  For  several  years  following  1840 
the  financial  condition  of  the  association  was  not  good,  and  subscrip- 
tions were  requested  of  citizens  with  varying  success.  February  I  I, 
1841,  William  Hagen,  the  first  librarian,  resigned,  and  N.  B.  Milliman 
was  appointed  librarian,  but  he  remained  only  a  few  months,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  George  H.  Ball,  who  in  turn  gave  place  to  John  R. 
Harris  in  the  following  year.  John  R.  White  became  librarian  in  18-J4, 
William  Robertson  in  1845  and  then  came  Henry  ]'.  Filer,  June  4,  1 84 0 . 
He  remained  in  charge  until  1804,  when  he  retired  on  account  of  fail- 
ing health,  having  served  for  eighteen  years  and  given  his  whole  time 
and  service  to  affairs  of  the  association.  T.  B.  Heimstreet  (now  Dr. 
Heimstreet)  served  for  one  year  and  was  in  turn  succeeded  by  Fit/. 
II.  Stevens,  who  resigned  in  1874.  De  Witt  Clinton,  the  present  libra- 
rian, was  appointed  librarian  in  1874  and  continues  as  such  officer  to- 
day, having  served  the  longest  term  as  librarian  of  the  association, 
twenty-two  years. 

In  the  year  1853  at  the  annual  election  for  officers  George  B.  War- 
ren, jr.,  and  J.  B.  Tibbits  were  opposing  candidates  for  the  presidency. 
The  canvass  was  very  exciting.  Money  was  freely  used  to  purchase 
tickets  for  voters,  and  the  strife  grew  so  great  at  the  polls  that  a  riot 
was  feared.  Three  thousand  votes  were  east  amid  scenes  of  great  ex- 
citement and  Mr.  Warren  was  elected.  The  immediate  effect  of  this 
contest  was  productive  of  evil.  While  the  large  sale  of  membership 
tickets  made  a  decided  improvement  in  the  financial  condition  of  the 
association,  yet  the  strife  had  been  so  bitter  and  the  animosity  engen- 
dered between  rival  candidates  so  strong,  that  many  persons  withdrew 
from  the  affairs  of  the  association.  Finances  remained  at  a  low  point 
for  many  years  and  the  officers  of  the  association  were  forced  to  make 
frequent  appeals  for  funds.  In  1802  William  R.  Yourt  bequeathed  the 
association  $5,000,  designing,  originally,  to  cause  the  income  from  that 
sum  invested  to  be  expended  on  books  relating  to  Ireland.  Dissuaded 
from  this  idea  he  made  it  conditional  on  the  association  accepting  the 
gift  that  all  books  purchased  from  the  "  Yourt  fund"  should  be 
"chiefly  historical  in  character."  The  Yourt  Library  now  contains 
several  thousand  volumes.     In  the  same  year  George  M.  Selden  pre- 
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sen  ted  the  association  with  railroad  stock  valued  at  $2,000,  "One-half 
the  dividend  to  be  expended  in  works  of  art,  the  other  half  to  140  to 
the  purchase  of  a  life  membership  for  such  students  at  the  Troy  High 
Schools  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  Board  of  Education  or  their  ap- 
propriate committee."  This  fund  has  not  been  available  for  many 
years.  In  ISO 6  a  committee  appointed  to  solicit  funds  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting  a  building  reported  that  they  had  met  with  no  success. 

In  1870-71  another  remarkable  contest  for  the  offices  of  president 
and  manager  of  the  association  occurred.  Edward  (iilbert  headed 
one  ticket  and  Walter  P.  Warren  the  opposition.  Every  legitimate 
means  to  gain  their  end  was  used  by  both  sides.  Money  was  used  to 
purchase  tickets  of  membership  for  voters  and  the  rival  factions 
brought  voters  to  the  polls  in  wagon  loads.  Scenes  of  violence  were 
frequent,  and  many  persons  were  roughly  used  while  endeavoring  to 
vote.  Near  the  time  for  closing  the  polls  an  attack  was  made  on  the 
ballot  clerks  and  an  attempt  to  steal  the  ballot  boxes  was  made.  Police 
were  summoned  and  the  clerks  and  ballot  boxes  were  escorted  to  the 
station  house  and  there  guarded.  As  the  election  was  not  completed  a 
claim  for  the  right  to  assume  control  of  the  association's  affairs  was 
put  in  by  both  contesting  parties  and  also  by  the  retiring  board  of 
officers. 

After  attempts  to  settle  it  otherwise  the  case  was  taken  into  the 
courts  and  a  decision  in  favor  of  the  officers  holding  over  was  rendered, 
thus  depriving  both  contestants  of  any  benefits.  The  feeling  between 
the  "  Warren  "  party  and  the  "Gilbert"  party  was  so  strong  that  the 
association  was  greatly  damaged  by  the  results. 

l'Toni  this  date  on  the  affairs  of  the  association  became  worse  ami 
worse,  and  various  expedients  to  raise  funds  tailed. 

A  proposition  to  bestow  the  library  on  the  city  was  entertained  in 
1874,  but  friends  of  the  association  defeated  the  adoption  of  such  a 
measure.  Fit/.  II.  Stevens  resigned  as  librarian,  owing  to  a  large  re- 
duction in  his  salary,  and  in  1874  De  Witt  Clinton  was  appointed 
to  the  office.  In  187!)  friends  of  the  association,  realizing  that  the  future 
of  the  institution  was  imperilled  and  that  something  must  be  done  to 
place  it  above  continual  want  of  funds,  met  and  formed  a  plan  for  mak- 
ing the  library  a  free  institution  with  contributions  sufficient  to  meet 
its  necessities.  An  act  incorporating  the  Troy  Free  Library  association 
was  prepared  and  passed  by  tin  Legislature,  but  was  vetoed  by  Gov- 
ernor  Robinson.     For  a  time  thereafter  the  affairs  of  the  association 
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remained  in  bad  form.  Justin  Kellogg  had  been  strenuously  advocat- 
ing a  plan  for  making  the  library  free  and  on  a  basis  which  would 
secure  it  from  all  further  danger.  A  meeting  of  persons  interested  was 
called  and  a  number  of  wealthy  and  influential  citizens  attended.  A 
subscription  was  opened  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  money  sufficient 
to  purchase  the  Athenauim  building,  in  which  the  association  had  rooms, 
and  which  the  owners,  the  Troy  Savings  bank,  wished  to  sell.  The 
subscription  was  successful  and  Fred  P.  Allen  was  authorized  to  buy 
the  building.  At  public  auction  the  building  was  bid  in  by  Mr.  Allen 
for  §24,500,  and  became  the  property  of  the  association. 

In  I  S8u  a  bill  was  passed  incorporating  the  Troy  Young  Men's  asso- 
ciation and  naming  a  board  oi  trustees  who  were  to  serve  during  life 
(if  residents  of  Troy)  and  who  were  empowered  to  fill  vacancies  in  the 
board.  The  following'  named  were  made  trustees  under  the  act  of  in- 
corporation: E.  Thompson  Gale,  William  Howard  Hart,  William  E. 
Gilbert,  Joseph  M.  Warren,  Thomas  Coleman,  Joseph  \V.  Fuller,  Wil- 
liam H.  Young,  William  Gurley,  Benjamin  11.  Hall,  William  S.  Earl, 
Nelson  Davenport,  Charles  L.  Alden,  Dudley  Tibbits,  William  A. 
Thompson,  Fred  1'.  Allen,  Justin  Kellogg,  J.  Spencer  Garnsey,  Charles 
R.  De  Freest,  John  T.  Birge,  La  Mott  W.  Rhodes,  William  H. 
Doughty,  Francis  N.  Mann  and  Joseph  Knight.  E.  Thompson  Gale 
was  chosen  president,  J.  Spencer  Garnsey  secretary  and  Fred  I\  Allen 
treasurer.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Gale  William  Gurley  was  made  presi- 
dent; he  in  turn  was  succeeded  by  Thomas  Coleman  and  he  by  Will- 
iam II.  Young,  who  is  now  president. 

In  1885  the  library  was  opened  as  a  free  circulating  library  ami  has 
become  a  recognized  educational  feature  of  Troy.  In  the  year  18SM 
Mrs.  William  Howard  Ilart  sent  the  following  communication  to  the 
trustees  of  the  association  : 

Tkoy,  January  27,  IS'.I-I. 
Thomas  Coleman,  Esq.,  President  Troy  Young  Men's  Association : 

Dkak  Sik  —  Permit  me  to  convey,  through  you,  to  the  board  of  trustees  my  desire 
to  erect  on  the  lots  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Second  and  Ferry  streets,  in  our  city, 
a  building  for  the  library  of  the  association.  Said  building  to  be  a  memorial  to  inf- 
late husband,  William  Howard  1  [art,  to  be  strictly  fire  proof  and  sufficiently  large  to 
contain  the  present  library,  together  with  such  additions  thereto  as  the  generosity  of 
our  citizens  may  provide  in  the  coming  years. 

[f  this  proposition  shall  meet  the  approval  of  the  board,  1  will  name  Messrs.  Will- 
iam Howard  Doughty,  C.  E.  Dudley  Tibbits,  Charles  W.  Tillinghast  and  [ohu  H. 
Peek  as  my  trustees  to  carry  out  my  wishes  and  to  convey  said  lots  and  the  building, 
when  finished,  to  the  association. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Mary  E.  Hakt. 
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The  building  is  nearing  completion  and  is  beautiful  in  design  and 
construction,  and  will  be  a  model  of  both  beauty  and  convenience 
when  finished.  Airs.  Hart  added  $10,000  to  the  sum  originally  set  aside 
for  the  building,  $100,000,  and  has  also  caused  to  be  made  a  stained 
glass  window  costing  $6,000,  and  said  by  the  makers  to  be  the  finest 
example  of  stained  glass  work  now  in  America. 

The  formal  opening  of  the  handsome  building  of  the  Troy  Young 
Women's  association  on  the  west  side  of  Second  street,  just  north  of 
State  street,  occurred  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  March  15,  1892, 
George  B.  Cluett,  the  president,  having  charge  of  the  exercises.  Ad- 
dresses were  made  by  Mr.  Cluett  and  the  Rev,  Thaddeus  A.  Snively. 
The  association  was  founded  ten  years  before  by  a  number  of  women 
who  wanted  to  see  in  Troy  a  homelike  place  for  the  use  of  the  young 
working  women  employed  in  the  collar  factories  and  other  industries. 
The  first  president  was  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Patterson.  In  May,  1SS3, 
when  the  association  was  a  year  old,  it  moved  into  quarters  over  the 
Manufacturers'  bank.  Four  years  later  it  purchased  the  property  No. 
43  Fourth  street,  but  soon  outgrew  these  quarters.  Money  was  sub- 
scribed for  the  erection  of  a  new  building,  which  was  completed  in  the 
spring  of  IS!)-.'.  The  members  of  the  association  are  expected  to  pay 
their  way,  but  the  rate  is  so  reasonable  that  any  woman  earning  living 
wages  can  secure  all  its  comforts  and  advantages. 

January  1'.),  L895,  William  H.  Rowe,  a  wealthy  and  public-spirited 
citizen  of  Troy,  wrote  to  the  directors  of  the  Mohawk  and  Hudson 
River  Humane  society  offering  to  build  at  a  cost  of  not  less  than  $:»5, - 
000  a  building  suitable  to  the  needs  of  that  society,  where  children 
might  find  a  temponiry  shelter  and  be  taught  to  lead  honest,  industrious 
lives,  .is  a  memorial  to  his  daughter,  Lucy  A.  Wood  Rowe.  January 
'."J  the  executive  committee  of  the  society  passed  resolutions  recom- 
mending that  the  board  of  directors  accept  the  offer,  which  was  subse- 
quently done.  The  site  selected  for  the  new  building  was  on  the  west 
side  of  Fourth  street,  between  Broadway  and  State  street.  August  1  1 
plans  for  the  building  were  completed  by  M.  F.  Ctunmings  &  Son. 
They  called  for  a  budding  fifty  by  fifty-five  feet  in  dimensions,  four 
stories  high,  besides  a  basement.  The  style  of  architecture  is  of  the 
Italian  renaissance,  and  the  building  is  constructed  of  brick  and  iron, 
making  it  fire  proof.  Roman  gray  brick  was  used,  with  terra  cotta 
trimmings,  for  the  third  and  fourth  floors,  while  the  front  of  the  first 
and  second  floors  is  of  light  gray  stone.  The  building  was  nearly  com- 
pleted by  the  close  of  the  summer  of  1&9(J. 
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In  June,  IS'.Hi,  a  movement  was  started  fur  the  construction  of  a  new 
hospital  to  be  known  as  the  Samaritan  hospital.  The  site  of  the  old 
orphan  asylum  on  Eighth  street  was  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $22,500,  the 
Troy  Orphan  asylum  having  moved  to  its  new  home  on  Spring  avenue, 
and  the  work  of  raising  a  fund  of  $100, 000  for  remodeling  and  equip- 
ping the  building  was  begun  at  once.  The  first  trusteesof  the  hospital 
organization  were  elected  as  follows: 

Stephen  W.  Barker,  Joseph  Bolton,  Thomas  Breslin,  James  A.  Burden,  James  H. 
Caldwell,  John  T.  Christie,  George  B.  Cluett,  John  Don,  William  II.  Doughty,  Will- 
iam S.  Earl,  Dr.  E.  1  >.  Ferguson,  E.  Courtland  Gale,  Dr.  II.  C.  Gordinier,  John 
Wool  Griswold,  John  Knickerbaeker,  Charles  B.  Knight,  George  T.  Lane,  Dr.  James 
P.  Marsh,  James  K.  P.  Pine,  Justus  Miller,  Alfred  H.  Renshaw,  Adam  Ross,  Dr. 
William  W.  Seymour,  John  I.  Thompson,  Charles  W.  Tillinghast,  Waller  P.  War- 
ren, Tom  S.  Wotkyns,  Thomas  Vail,  William  II.  Van  Schoonhoven  and  Seymour 
Van  Santvoord. 

In  May,  IS!k;,  William  II.  Rowe  and  his  family  purchased  the  lot  on 
the  west  side  of  King  street  north  of  the  Manufacturers'  National  bank, 
for  $(>,'.I00,  on  which  a  building  for  the  use  of  the  Salvation  Army  in 
Troy  is  to  be  built  at  the  expense  of  the  Rowe  family  The  structure 
will  be  of  brick,  three  stories  high,  and  will  cost  about  $22,000. 

The  House  of  the  Good  Shepherd  on  People's  avenue  was  dedicated 
April  24,  1887,  the  corner  stone  having  been  laid  May  9,  1880,  by  Rt. 
Rev.  Francis  McNierney,  bishop  of  Albany.  The  institution  was 
established  in  1884,  and  first  occupied  its  new  headquarters  January 
2  1,  1887. 

The  house  of  the  Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor,  now  located  on  Ninth 
street,  was  first  established  in  Troy  in  1874. 

Ki ri>  Dkiwktm i  nt. 

The  earliest  known  measures  for  the  establishment  of  a  fire  depart- 
ment in  Troy  were  taken  before  it  had  become  a  city.  An  act  of  the 
Legislature  was  passed  .March  25,  1794,  authorizing  the  trustees  of  the 
village  to  compel  the  housekeepers  to  provide  themselves  with  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  fire  buckets  and  the  necessary  implements  to  extin- 
guish fires.  The  trustees  were  authorized  to  elect  a  number  of  firemen, 
not  to  exceed  fifteen,  to  manage  the  lire  engines.  In  L798  the  village 
fire  department  was  regularly  organized  with  Benjamin  Covel,  Moses 
Vail,  David  Buel,  George  Tibbits,  Daniel  Merritt  and  Ebenezer Jones 
as  lire  wardens.     In  the  same  year  the  Premier  Fire  Engine  company 
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was  organized  and  a  second-hand  engine  was  purchased  in  New  York. 
The  first  engine  house  was  a  small  board  structure  on  the  south  side 
of  the  court  house  on  Second  street.  Afterward  the  engine  house  was 
at  No.  21  State  street.  The  last  engine  owned  by  the  company  was  a 
third-class  one  built  by  A.  Van  Ness  in  1850.  The  company  was  dis- 
banded September  5,  I  SGI. 

The  second  lire  company  was  the  Neptune  Engine  company  No.  2, 
which  was  organized  [line  20,  1803.  Its  last  engine  was  built  by  S. 
Davis  &  Son  of  Troy  in  1850.  The  house  was  at  No.  '.'•'!  State  street. 
The  company  was  disbanded  September  5,  ISG1.  Then  followed  the 
Washington  Volunteer  Fire  company,  which  was  incorporated  as  an 
independent  organization  May  2G,  1812.  Engine  company  No.  3,  which 
was  organized  February  I,  1821,  resolved  itself  in  December,  18)34,  into 
the  Franklin  I  lose  company. 

Engine  company  No,  4  was  organized  fanuary  G,  IS25,  and  was 
changed  to  the  Eagle  Hose  company  No.  10,  October  7,  is:;;.  In  IS45 
it  was  the  Eagle  Engine  company,  and  September  IG,  1847,  all  the 
members  resigned. 

Torrent  Engine  company  No.  4  was  organized  August  2,  18518;  dis- 
banded May  20,  1.841;  reorganized  September  I,  1842;  again  disbanded 
August:!,  184:1,  and  reorganized  November  3,  1843.  It  went  out  of 
existence  September  5,  18G1.     Its  engine  house  was  on  Congress  street. 

The  Empire  State  Engine  company  No.  5  was  organized  March  I 
1821,  and  its  last  engine  was  built  in  1851  by  |<>hn  Rogers  of  Albany. 
The  engine  house  was  at  the  Iron  Works.     It  was  finally  resolved  into 
the  Edmond  Stanton  Steamer  company. 

The  other  organizations  were  the  Niagara  Engine  company  No.  7, 
organized  May  27,  IS2S;  Cataract  Engine  company  No,  8,  organized 
.August  2,  1832;  Rough  and  Ready  Engine  company,  organized  Sep- 
temberSl.,  1837,  now  the  Eddy  Steamer  company ;  La  Fayette  Engine 
company  No.  10,  organized  August  15,  1830,  now  the  Farnam  Steamer 
company:  Eagle  Engine  company  No.  10,  organized  fuly  13,  1845,  now 
the  Ranken  Steamer  company;  .Etna  Engine  company  No.  12,  organ- 
ized in  L846,  afterwards  in  1857,  the  Hibernia  Engine  company;  Good 
Intent  Engine  company  No.  13,  organized  in  1850;  Phoenix  Hose  com- 
pany, organized  in  1S40;  General  Wool  Hose  company  No.  2,  organ- 
ized February  I  ,  I  Sol) ;  Union  Hose  company  No.  3,  organized  Febru- 
ary I,  1859;  Hall  Hose  company  organized  in  [850;  I.  C.  Taylor  Hose 
company  No.  3,  organized  in  ISG0;  Hook  and  Ladder  company  No.  1, 
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organized  February  10,  1820 ;  and  Union  Hook  and  Ladder  company 
No.  2,  organized  April  5,  1832. 

In  1831  the  apparatus  consisted  of  eight  fire  engines,  five  hose  carts, 
2,200  feet  of  hose,  one  hook  and  ladder  truck,  five  ladders,  six  hooks, 
eight  axes  and  thirty-one  fire  buckets.  The  membership  of  ilie  de- 
partment was  275  men. 

April  13,  18(!1,  tlie  State  Legislature  passed  an  act  organizing  a  fire 
department  and  board  of  fire  commissioners  in  the  city  of  Troy.  The 
law  provides  that  the  board  shall  consist  of  seven  commissioners,  of 
whom  the  mayor  shall  be  one,  ex  officio.  The  first  commissioners 
named  were  the  mayor  of  the  city,  George  B.  Warren,  jr.,  and  (ason 
C.  Osgood,  Jonas  C.  Ileartt,  Isaac  W.  Crissey,  Otis  G.  Clark,  William 
Gurley  and  Hugh  Rank  en. 

The  companies  composing  the  fire  department  in  1890,  under  the 
reorganization  effected  in  1801,  were  as  follows: 

The  Washington  Volunteer  Fire  Engine  company  was  organized  May 
20,  1812.  An  engine  was  obtained  in  New  York  for  $550,  similar  to 
the  goose-neck  engine  of  that  period.  The  house  was  located  on  the 
west  side  of  Fourth  street  north  of  Fulton  street.  After  April,  1  820,  the 
engine  was  housed  on  the  site  occupied  by  the  Arba  Read  Steamer  com- 
pany in  1890.  In  1.823  the  engine  was  kept  in,  a  house  on  the  site  of  Ful- 
ton market.  In  1  824  it  was  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Third  and  State 
streets  again.  In  December,  1843,  the  company  removed  to  a  new  brick 
engine  house  on  the  site  of  the  second  precinct  station  house  on  State 
street.  A  year  later  the  engine  was  sold  to  Union  village  and  the  appara- 
tus of  Company  No.  7  of  Albany  was  purchased.  That  was  sold  in  1851 
and  a  new  engine  made  by  Silas  1  >avis  \  Co.  of  Troy  was  bought  in  No- 
vember of  that  year,  That  in  turn  was  sold  to  the  city  of  Fon  du  Lac, 
Wis.,  in  October,  185-1.  In  1 855  a  new  engine  made  by  L.  button 
Co.  of  Waterford  was  purchased,  and  April  19,  1864,  a  steam  fire  en- 
gine was  purchased  of  Button  &  Blake  of  Waterford  for  $2,150.  The 
old  engine  was  sold  to  the  village  of  Trumansburgh  for  $1,000.  The 
first  engineer  was  William  Bailey,  who  held  the  position  until  April  15 
1807,  when  he  was  appointed  engineer  of  the  Ranken  steamer.  lie 
was  succeeded  by  Jerome  L.  De  Freest.  August  2,  1 805,  the  engine 
house  on  Stale  street  was  transferred  to  the  use  of  the  Capital  police 
and  the  company  removed  to  the  old  Franklin  Nose  company's  house 
in  the  rear  of  the  court  house.  March  22,  L808,  the  fire  commissioners 
agreed- to  pay  the  company  annually,  from  May  1,  IS05,  the  sum  of 
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$650  to  enable  it  to  meet  its  current  expenses.  October  20,  1867,  the 
engineer  of  the  company  was  placed  under  full  pay  by  the  city  fire  de- 
partment. December  111,  1872,  the  company  occupied  its  two-story 
brick  house  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Third  and  Division  streets.  In 
December,  I874-,  the  engine  was  equipped  with  horses. 

Hope  Steam  Fire  Engine  company  No.  7  was  organized  May  20, 
1820,  and  received  its  first  steamer  in  May,  1882.  The  engine  had 
been  in  use  by  the  Stanton  Steamer  company  for  a  number  of  years, 
having  been  furnished  by  Clapp  cV:  Jones.  The  first  engineer  was  Ly- 
man Rysdorph.  The  engine  house  is  located  on  Pawling  avenue  at 
the  west  end  of  Albia. 

Trojan  Hook  and  Ladder  company  No.  I!  was  organized  February  5, 
1835.  The  company's  first  truck  was  a  primitive  affair,  which  was  re- 
placed in  1854  by  one  constructed  by  W.  II  Tarboss  of  Orleans.  The 
company  occupied  its  house  on  Franklin  square  for  the  first  time  in 
April,  1805.  In  1881  a  modern  Hayes  truck  was  furnished  the 
company 

The  constitution  and  by  laws  of  Arba  Read  Steam  Fire  Engine  com- 
pany No.  1  were  adopted  December  1.9,  185!).  The  first  steamer  used 
by  the  company  arrived  in  Troy  March  28,  I860,  having  been  purchased 
of  the  Amoskeag  Manufacturing  company  of  Manchester,  N.  H.  In 
the  same  year  the  building  occupied  in  lS'.Mi  by  the  chief  engineer  was 
built  anil  there  the  steamer  was  located.  The  three  story  brick  build- 
ing occupied  by  the  company  was  erected  in  1875,  on  the  northwest  cor- 
ner of  State  and  Third  streets,  just  smith  of  and  adjoining  the  old 
engine  house.  In  1870  a  new  engine  was  purchased.  The  first  engi- 
neer was  James  Knibbs,  who  was  succeeded  in  18013  by  William  11. 
Bnult, 

Hugh  Eanken  Steam  Fire  Engine  company  No.  2  is  the  outgrowth 
of  Eagle  Hand  Engine  company  No.  10.  In  the  spring  of  1858  several 
members  of  the  latter  organization,  desiring  to  have  a  steam  fire  en- 
gine, asked  the  Common  Council  to  appropriate  $1,500  for  the  purchase 
of  one.  The  request  was  not  granted,  but  a  number  of  citizens  sub- 
scribed $2,750,  and  an  Amoskeag  engine  was  purchased  and  placed  in 
the  engine  house  on  Federal  street  September  28,  1800.  In  December 
of  that  year  the  Common  Council  changed  the  name  of  Eagle  Engine 
company  No.  10  to  Steam  Fire  Engine  company  No.  2,  and  April  I, 
1801,  changed  that  of  the  latter  to  Hugh  Ranken  Steam  Fire  Engine 
company  No.  1.    Subsequently  the  city  reimbursed  the  individuals 
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who  had  purchased  the  engine  and  it  became  the  property  of  the  city. 
The  first  engineer  was  Roswell  R.  Morgan.  1  le  was  succeeded  in  18G2 
by  Thomas  H.  Bailey,  who  was  succeeded  in  1867  by  his  brother,  Will- 
iam Bailey.  The  engine  house  on  Federal  street  was  burned  May  L0, 
1802,  and  the  steamer  was  located  temporarily  at  Cozzen's  Northern 
hotel  and  subsequently  in  the  house  of  the  Niagara  Engine  company 
on  Second  street.  The  brick  building  now  occupied  by  the  company 
was  constructed  on  the  site  of  the  old  house  in  I88,r>. 

The  first  steam  fire  engine  used  by  the  Jason  C.  Osgood  Steam  Fire 
Engine  company  No.  15  reached  Troy  January  L4,  18(1:.*,  and  was  perma- 
nently quartered  in  the  building  occupied  by  the  Niagara  Engine  com- 
pany at  No.  130  Second  street.  The  Niagaras  were  disbanded  January 
•.';!  of  that  year,  its  members  forming  the  nucleus  for  the  Osgood  company, 
of  which  Andrew  1).  Collins  was  the  first  engineer.  In  1.8(12  an  engine 
house  was  erected  on  the  south  side  of  Adams  street  between  First 
and  Second  streets.  Three  years  later  it  was  appropriated  by  the  city 
as  a  police  station  house  and  another  engine  house  was  built  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Adams  and  Second  streets.  There  the  company  remained  until 
it  moved  into  the  building  at  the  corner  of  Canal  avenue  and  Third 
street. 

F.  W.  Farnam  Steam  Fire  Engine  company  No.  5  was  organized 
July  17,  1871,  from  the  members  ol  La  Fayette  Engine  company  No. 
10.  L.  Button  lK:  Son  of  Waterford  built  the  first  steamer  for  the  com- 
pany in  that  year,  and  in  I.S85  manufactured  anew  one  for  its  use. 
The  engine  house  on  the  south  side  of  Congress  street  was  erected  in 
187(1. 

Charles  Fddy  Steam  Fire  Engine  company  No.  -1  was  organized  No- 
vember 18U(1,  us  members  being  taken  from  the  f.  C.  Taylor  Hose 
company  No.  I!  and  the  Rough  and  Ready  Hose  company  No.  4.  The 
steamer  was  received  from  the  Amoskeag  Manufacturing  company 
May  22,  1807,  and  cost  $4,250.  The  engine  house  was  built  in  I860  at 
the  northeast  corner  ol  River  and  North  streets  and  was  first  occupied 
by  the  company  in  May,  I8(i7.  The  company  was  reorganized  October 
6,  187(1. 

Edmond  .Stanton  Steam  Fire  Engine  company  No.  (1  was  organized 
January  1.87-J,  from  the  members  of  Empire  State  Engine  company 
No.  5.  The  first  engine  was  made  by  Clapp  &  Jones,  and  the  second 
by  the  Manchester  Locomotive  works.  The  engine  house  on  the  south 
side  of  Mill  street  was  built  in  1877. 
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Esek  Bussey  Fire  company  was  organized  as  an  independent  com- 
pany in  188S  and  was  admitted  to  the  (ire  department  June  30,  1890. 
The  house  is  located  on  Oakwood  avenue  near  Iloosick  street. 

Beman  Park  Hose  company  was  organized  in  iss'.i  as  an  independent 
company  and  was  admitted  to  the  lire  department  December  29,  1890, 
The  house  is  located  at  the  corner  of  Eagle  and  Fifteenth  streets. 

W  V'J'KU    I  )lil'AR'l  M  KN  1'. 

A  new  system  of  waterworks  was  put  in  operation  in  Tro)  in  Febru- 
ary, lsso,  when  water  was  pumped  into  the  lower  Oakwood  reservoir 
for  the  first  time  from  a  new  station  which  had  been  established.  The 
early  development  of  the  water  supply  lias  been  described  in  another 
chapter.  Up  to  the  year  ISA.")  the  water  works  were  not  self-sup- 
porting and  consequently  were  frequently  regarded  as  a  failure.  'I'd 
remedy  the  radically  defective  system  of  collecting  the  water  rents, 
which  was  the  prime  cause  for  the  complaint,  the  Legislature  passed 
an  act  March  fi,  1855,  appointing  a  board  of  water  commissioners  for 
the  city,  consisting  of  Harvey  Smith,  William  F.  Sage,  Thomas 
Symonds,  Joseph  M.  Warren  and  Liberty  Gilbert,  and  giving  them  a 
general  supervisory  and  controlling  power  in  all  matters  relating  to 
the  preservation  and  continuance  of  the  water  works  of  the  city.  The 
admirable  system  o\  the  equalization  of  the  water  rents  now  prevailing 
is  due  mainly  to  the  efforts  of  Alexander  McCall,  the  first  clerk  of  the 
Water  Board.  The  law  of  1855  was  mainly  his  work.  So  carefully 
was  it  drawn  and  with  so  much  foresight  did  he  anticipate  the  future 
that  at  the  present  time,  with  very  slight  alteration  or  amendment,  it 
answers  in  even  respect  the  purposes  for  which  it  originally  was 
I  rained. 

The  existing  main  running  from  the  reservoir  haying  been  found  in- 
adequate, in  L857-58  a  twenty-inch  main  was  laid  from  the  "  Fire-dam  " 
reservoir  to  the  Troy  &  Boston  (now  the  Fitch  burg)  railroad  track,  and 
thence  through  Eighth  street  to  Iloosick,  a  distance  of  over 4,000  feet. 
Within  a  short  time  thereafter  the  consumption  of  water  was  about 
doubled.  It  becoming  evident  that  the  supply  was  to  be  exhausted, 
the  Water  Board  secured  the  services  of  William  f.  McAlpine,  a  dis- 
tinguished hydraulic  engineer,  who  at  once  saw  the  possibilities  of  the 
little  Piscawen  kill  and  assured  the  commissioners  that  the  stream 
could  lie  relied  upon  for  an  average  daily  supply  of  2,0(10,000  gallons. 
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Acting' on  his  advice  the  board,  in  1859  60,  built  a  storage  reservoir 
of  about  50,000,000  gallons'  capacity  a  few  rods  east  of  Oakwood 
avenue,  followed  by  another  of  similar  size  in  18(il-<)2  just  below  this 
and  immediately  east  of  that  avenue.  The  first  one  is  known  as  Upper 
Oakwood  reservoir,  the  other  as  Lower  Oakwood  reservoir.  In  \8G] 
a  large  pump  was  erected  at  a  station  near  the  State  dam  to  supply  a 
part  of  the  city  with  water  from  the  Hudson  river.  In  L8G8  increased 
storage  was  procured  by  the  erection  of  the  Vanderheyden  dam  on 
the  site  of  a  small  pond  just  below  Brunswick  lake.  This  reservoir 
covers  twenty  acres  and  its  capacity  is  about  180,000,000  gallons.  In 
ISC 9  iron  lire  plug's,  with  four-inch  nozzles,  were  introduced,  and  soon 
superseded  all  those  of  the  old  pattern.  In  1870  the  dam  at  Upper 
Oakwood  reservoir  was  raised  and  a  well-house  was  erected.  In  the 
same  year  about  seventy-five  acres  of  the  Oar)'  lands  were  purchased. 
On  the  extreme  northeasterly  corner  of  this  tract  the  high  service  dis- 
tributing reservoir  was  built.  By  the  purchase  the  entire  control  of 
the  Piscawen  kdl  for  a  long  distance  was  secured.  In  1807  many  new 
pipes  were  laid  and  the  twenty-inch  main  was  extended  on  Eighth 
street  to  Federal,  and  thence  down  River  and  Fourth  streets  to  Ida, 
where  it  was  carried  over  to  Third  and  across  the  stone  bridge  to 
Madison,  ramifying  at  this  point  lor  the  supply  of  the  southern  section 
of  the  city. 

In  1ST;!  a  pump  capable  of  delivering  Si, 000,000  gallons  per  day  was 
purchased  at  Vergennes,  Yt.,  and  erected  in  the  Olympus  works  of 
OlTS  &  Co.  at  the  State  dam  In  1877  it  was  decided  to  adopt  the 
Hudson  river  as  the  source  from  which  to  obtain  an  additional  supply 
of  water,  and  a  point  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  the  Waterfoi'd 
bridge  was  adopted  as  the  site  lor  the  pumping  station.  The  works 
consisted  of  two  sets  of  pumping  engines,  each  with  a  capacity  of 
0,000,000  gallons  per  day,  with  two  batteries  of  boilers  and  other  neces- 
sary appurtenances.  The  thirty-inch  force  main  is  LO, 753  feet  long 
and  extends  from  the  pumping  station  to  Lower  Oakwood  reservoir. 
Engine  No.  1  started  pumping  February  18,  LS80,  and  No.  2  was 
ready  for  use  Jul)'  1  1.  During  the  years  1877  to  18?!i  over  fifteen  miles 
of  pipes  of  various  sizes  were  laid,  in  readiness  for  the  pumping  when 
it  should  begin. 

March  1,  1880,  water  was  let  on  the  entire  new  system  of  distribu- 
tion. The  plan  of  distribution  consisted  of  three  separate  systems. 
The  low  service  supplied  thai  part  of  the  city  between  the  river  and  a 
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plane  105  feet  above  tide.  The  water  for  this  service  was  pumped 
into  Lower  Oak  wood  reservoir,  where  it  ran  down  the  channel  of  the 
Piscawen  kill  to  the  old  distributing  reservoir,  and  through  the  twenty- 
and  twelve-inch  distributing  mains  to  the  lower  part  of  the  city.  The 
middle  service  included  thai  portion  of  territory  lying  between  a  plane 
of  105  feet  and  270  feet  above  tide.  Its  distributing  main,  twenty 
inches  in  diameter,  starting  at  Upper  Oakwood  reservoir,  ran  through 
the  lands  of  William  H.  Prear  to  Oakwoad  avenue,  and  along  the  same 
and  Tenth  street  to  People's  avenue,  where,  being  reduced  to  sixteen 
inches,  it  extended  through  People's  Avenue,  Ninth,  Federal  and 
Eighth  streets  to  Congress,  where  another  reduction  to  twelve  inches 
was  made,  which  was  carried  up  Congress  street  to  Brunswick  avenue. 
The  high  service  feeds  that  part  of  the  city  lying  between  a  plane  of 
270  and  a  plane  of  382  feet  above  tide,  and  its  reservoir  is  on  the 
Piscawen  kill  just  west  of  the  first  highway  that  runs  north  from  the 
Hoosick  road.  The  distributing  main,  also  of  twenty  inches,  crosses 
the  fields  in  a  southwesterly  direction  to  the  Hoosick  road,  then  runs 
through  the  entire  length  of  Burdett  avenue,  then  through  Tibbits 
avenue  and  Brunswick  avenue  to  the  stone  bridge.  There  being  re- 
duced to  sixteen  inches  it  extends  through  Pawling  avenue  to  Maple 
avenue,  where  a  further  reduction  to  twelve  inches  is  made.  Branch- 
ing oil'  at  Maple  avenue,  a  twelve-inch  main  runs  through  Spring 
avenue  and  Campbell  highway  to  the  Iron  Works  district.  Piscawen 
kill  furnished  all  the  water  for  the  high  and  middle  services. 

In  1883  a  new  distributing  reservoir  was  constructed  on  the  site  of 
the  old  "  tire  dam,"  at  an  elevation  of  202  feet  above  tide,  connecting 
with  the  mains  supplying  the  lower  portion  of  the  city.  The  total  cost 
of  all  the  improvements  from  1879  to  ISS5  was  $000,000. 

The  completion,  in  L895,  of  two  new  boilers  at  the  pumping  station 
at  Lansingburgh  made  it  feasible  to  pump  at  least  10,000,000  gallons 
a  day  to  Lower  Oakwood.  In  1890  there  were  in  use  748  fire  hydrants 
and  1,201  valves,  and  the  total  length  of  all  the  pipe  laid  was  fifty-eight 
miles  and  4,949  feet.  The  quantity  of  water  metred  for  the  year  ending 
March  1,  189G,  was 409,151,522  gallons.  The  total  consumption  for  the 
yearwas3, 147,591, 573  gallons,  an  average  daily  consumption  of  8,599,977 
gallons.  The  total  cost  of  the  worksfrom  1833,  when  they  were  begun, 
to  1855,  when  the  present  board  was  organized,  as  near  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained was  §175,000.  The  work  from  that  time  to  March  1,  1896,  cost 
$1,093,287.70,  making  the  entire  cost  up  to  the  latter  date  $1,2G8,287.70. 
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On  the  same  date  the  bonded  debt  of  the  city  on  account  of  its  water- 
works was  $303,500,  and  the  amount  of  the  sinking  fund,  after  charging 
it  with  interest  and  bonds  paid  to  that  date,  was  $43,400.25. 

'I'he  system  of  street  railways  in  Troy  developed  to  great  proportions 
during  the  last  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century.  The  Troy&Cohoes 
Street  Railway  company  was  chartered  February  II,  1862,  soon  after 
which  a  horse  railway  was  constructed  from  Troy  to  Cohoes,  by  way  of 
Lansingburgh,  crossing  the  Hudson  by  way  of  the  Cohoes  bridge. 
The  Troy  &  Lansingburgh  Street  Railway  company  was  chartered  at 
the  same  time.  It  used  the  tracks  of  the  Troy  >.V'  Cohoes  line  as  far 
as  they  extended  in  Lansingburgh  ;  thence  the  road  continued  northerly 
through  Lansingburgh  to  the  Waterford  bridge.  Ultimately  tracks 
were  laid  across  Waterford  bridge.  The  Troy  &  Cohoes  railroad 
was  leased  to  the  Troy  &  Lansingburgh  Railway  company  October 
28,  1867;  and  the  Troy  &  Lansingburgh  Railway  company  was 
leased  to  the  Troy  City  Railway  company  November  7,  1802.  The 
Troy  City  Railway  company  was  chartered  January  31,  1.800,  as  the 
Troy  &  Albia  Morse  Railroad  company.  By  an  order  of  the  Supreme 
Court  its  name  was  changed  to  Troy  City  Railway  company  July  '.'7, 
1891.  In  188!)  and  1800  the  work  of  converting  all  the  lines  controlled 
by  the  Troy  City  Railway  company  into  electric  trolley  lines  was  begun. 
At  the  close  of  the  year  1805  there  was  not  astreetcarin  the  city  drawn 
by  horses,  all  being  operated  by  electricity. 

The  Watervliet  Turnpike  and  Railroad  company  was  incorporated  as 
the  Watervliet  Turnpike  company  in  1828  and  constructed  a  turnpike 
from  Albany  to  the  Upper  Perry  opposite  Troy.  April  15,  1802,  the 
company's  name  was  changed  to  the  present  one  and  it  \va.s  authorized 
to  build  a  street  railroad  over  its  road  continuing  it  to  Cohoes,  w  hich  it 
did.  Upon  the  construction  of  the  Troy  and  West  Troy  bridge  the 
company  extended  its  line  into  Troy  up  Congress  street  as  far  as 
Second. 

The  Troy  Telephone  Dispatch  company  was  organized  February  28, 
1.878.  It  was  succeeded  December  30,  IS?!),  by  the  Commercial  Tele- 
phone company  of  Troy,  which  in  the  following  spring  rented  quarters 
in  the  Boardman  building  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Fulton  and  River 
streets.  November  25,  1800,  the  company  was  reorganized  as  the  Troy 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  company  with  George  P.  Ide  as  president. 

The  Troy  Citizens' Gas  Light  company  was  incorporated  May  19,  1875. 
October  11,  1889,  it  and  the  Troy  Fuel  Gas  company,  incorporated 
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in  1885,  and  the  Troy  Gas  Light  company  were  consolidated  under  the 
name  of  the  Troy  Gas  company,  having  a  capital  stock  of  $1,0(10,1100. 
The  first  officers  were  :  President,  Edward  Murphy,  jr.;  vice-president, 
William  Kemp;  treasurer,  Derick  Lane;  secretary,  Nelson  Davenport. 

Rensselaer  Lodge,  I.  0.  0.  P.,  is  the  oldest  organization  of  Odd 
Fellows  in  Troy.  It  was  organized  fune  I,  1 841,  with  eight  charier 
members. 

Rensselaer  degree  lodge  was  organized  November  I,  I84*i,  with 
twenty  eight  charter  members. 

Augusta  Rebekah  lodge  was  organized  April  (i,  Is"".',  with  twenty- 
five  charter  members. 

Trojan  lodge  was  organized  November  is,  ,  with  thirteen  char- 
ter members. 

Rhein  lodge  was  organized  September  !l,  1S70,  with  thirty-live  char- 
ter members. 

Troy  Union  Rebekah  Degree  lodge  was  organized  February  25,  1874, 
with  fifty-eight  charter  members. 

Athenian  lodge  was  organized  January  10,  1S47,  with  thirty  charter 
members. 

JohnW.  Neshitt  encampment  was  organized  November  lfj,  1888, with 
fifteen  charter  members. 

Troy  encampment  was  organized  October  25,  ,  with  thirty  char- 
ter members. 

Canton  Leo,  Patriarchs  Militant,  was  organized  June '24,  1885,  with 
seventeen  charter  members. 

Ladies'  Patriarch  Militant  club  was  organized  March  8,  lS'.r*.  with 
eight  charter  members,  and  made  auxiliary  o>  Canton  Leo. 

Troy  council.  Catholic  Benevolent  Legion,  was  organized  March  5, 
1884,  with  seventeen  charter  members. 

Laval  council,  C.  II.  L.,  was  organized  May  I,  1887,  with  fourteen 
charter  members. 

Mount  Olympus  council,  C.  13.  L.,  was  organized  June  9,  18S7,  with 
fourteen  charter  members. 

Iron  Works  council,  C.  B.  L.,  was  organized  June  G,  1887,  with 
eighteen  charter  members. 

Mount  Ida  council,  C.  B.  L.,  was  organized  November  14,  1887,  with 
ten  charter  members. 

St.  Laurence  council,  C.  B.  L.,  was  organized  February  2,  1888,  with 
twelve  charter  members. 
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Byron  council,  C.  B,  L.,  was  organized  April  1,  1.888,  with  seventeen 
charter  members. 

Of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  posts,  A.  1).  McConihe  post  was 
organized  in  lsill  with  fifty-six  members,  and  was  reorganized  Febru- 
ary 20,  LS85,  with  twenty-eight  members. 

George  L.  Willard  post  was  organized  May  19,  1809,  with  ten  mem- 
bers. 

William  B.  TibbitS  post  was  organized  |anuarv  14,  1SS0,  with  ten 
members. 

John  A.  Griswold  post  was  organized  May  150,  ISSIS,  with  lifteen 
members. 

The  Women's  Relief  Corps  of  McConihe  post  was  formed  February 
1?,  1 880,  with  lifteen  members. 

The  corps  auxiliary  to  Willard  post  was  formed  May  .'!,  1 8i>0,  with 
twenty- three  members. 

Tibbits  Veteran  corps  was  organized  in  March,  1S7H,  and  incorpo- 
rated November  20,  1884,  with  10-J  charter  members. 

Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  Division  No.  1  was  organized  in  March, 
1X;V2,  with  fifty  charter  members'.  Division  No.  2  was  organized  in 
1871  with  L75  charter  members.  Division  No  5  was  organized  Septem- 
ber :.'(),  1.878,  with  fifteen  charter  members.  Division  No.  7  was  or- 
ganized in  1SSS  with  seventeen  charter  members. 

Premier  lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias,  was  chartered  October  lit,  187(1, 
with  lifteen  members. 

Guttenberg  lodge,  K.  of  P.,  was  chartered  October  17,  is':;,  with 
twenty- fi  ve  members. 

F. rast us  Corning  lodge,  Ancient  <  h'der  of  ITniled  Workmen ,  was  char- 
tered February  0,  1882,  with  thirty-two  members. 

General  John  15.  Wool  lodge,  A.  O.  I'.  W.,  was  chartered  in  January, 
1881,  with  twenty  members. 

The  Select  Knights'  legion,  uniformed  rank  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W. ,  was 
chartered  April  28,  1 SS7 ,  with  twenty-four  members. 

The  organization  of  the  other  secret  societies  in  Troy  was  as  follows: 
Marathon  lodge,  Knights  of  Honor,  March  L7,  1892;  thirty-two  char- 
ter members.  Mistletoe  grove  No.  II,  December  II,  1845;  fourteen 
charter  members.  Troy  lodge,  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
October  20,  1889;  thirty-nine  charter  members.  Wah  Ta  Wall  tribe  of 
Red  Men,  January  is,  1893;  twenty-five  charter  members.  Pioneer 
council,   United   Friends,  September,  1881;   thirty  charter  members. 
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Troy  City  lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars,  April  L9,  1892; 
thirty-three  charter  members.  Grisvvold  council,  <  >.U. A.M.,  Novem- 
ber L4,  1887;  thirty  seven  charter  members.  General  George  H. 
Thomas  commandery,  L.  L.  O.  U.  A.  M.,  December  13,  1892;  twenty 
charter  members.  Troy  City  lodge,  Independent  Order,  Free  Sons  of 
Israel,  April  15,  1877;  twenty-one  charter  members.  foshtia  lodge, 
K.  S.  R.,  April,  1872;  twenty-eight  charter  members.  King  David 
lodge,  J.  O.  S.  B.,  f uly  II,  1880;  eighty-four  charter  members.  )ere- 
miah  lodge,  [.  O.  B.  I!.,  October,  L88G;  thirty  charter  members.  Alex- 
ander lodge,  O.  B.  A. ,  May  II,  L884;  fifty-five  charter  members.  Brit- 
annia lodge,  Order  of  the  Sons  of  St.  George,  1.882.  George  Washing- 
ton Loyal  Orange  lodge,  November,  1.877;  thirty-two  charter  members. 
Mount  Horeb  District  Loyal  Orange  lodge,  March,  1.880;  composed  of 
all  lodges  under  its  jurisdiction.  Troy  True  blue  Loyal  Orange  lodge, 
October  19,  1871;  forty  five  charter  members,  Golgotha  Royal  black 
Preceptory,  May,  1875, ;  twenty  charter  members.  .Abraham  Lincoln 
Loyal  Orange  lodge,  August,  1879;  eighteen  charter  members.  Laugh- 
ters of  America,  Ladies'  Loyal  Orange  lodge,  June,  1889;  twenty-six 
charter  members.  Rensselaer  council,  R.  T.  of  T.,  January,  1882; 
twenty  charter  members.  Tibbits  union,  b.  A.U.,  June  IS,  iss1,); 
thirty  charter  members.  Trojan  council,  R.  T.  of  T. ,  October  15, 
1880;  fifteen  charter  members.  Trojan  council,  Royal  Arcanum,  May 
10,  1878;  ten  charter  members.  Rensselaer  council,  Royal  Arcanum, 
December  5,  1889;  twenty-nine  charter  members,  b.  B.  A.,  Branch  3, 
August  1.5,  1875;  sixteen  charter  members.  James  A.  Garfield  coun- 
cil, R.  T.  of  T.,  1881;  twenty-five  charter  members 

The  leading  local  organizations  which  have  not  been  more  fully  de- 
scribed in  preceding  pages  are  the  following: 

Troy  and  West  Troy  Bridge  company,  incorporated  April  23,  1872. 
Pafraets  Daei  club,  organized  December  11,  ]  S«Kf>.  Laureate  Boat 
club,  June  ID,  1SG6.  Troy  Yacht  club,  May  1.5,  1889.  William  S.  Earl 
float  club,  February  12,  1890.  Troy  bicycle  club,  November  I,  1881. 
Ionic  club,  August  27,  L853.  Bachelor's  club,  Februarys,  1.884.  Re- 
publican club  of  Troy,  October  5,  1880.  Trojan  Wheelmen,  January 
22,  188(5.  Robert  Emmet  association,  January  I,  I.8G8.  Troy  Turn 
Verein,  August  S,  1852.  Troy  Scientific  association,  October,  1870, 
Pioneer  Building  Loan  association,  March  7,  1889.  Troy  Saengerbund, 
May  19,  1880. 

A  thriving  musical  organization  existed  in  Troy  as  early  as  1839.  It 
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was  called  the  Troy  Musical  association  and  contained  about  250  mem- 
bers, with  a  ''  juvenile  class  "  of  175.  <b  W.  Lucas  was  its  director  and 
its  meeting-  place  was  Morris  place  on  Congress  street  opposite  Rand's 
hall. 

The  East  Side  club  owes  its  inception  to  an  informal  meeting  of  resi- 
dents of  Pawling  avenue  and  vicinity  held  April  7,  1890,  at  the  residence 
of  L.  S.  Crandall.  The  project  for  a  new  social  club  was  warmly 
greeted  at  that  meeting'  and  within  two  weeks  the  pledged  membership 
exceeded  fifty.  The  Collins  residence  on  Pawling  avenue  was  first 
used  as  a  club  house,  but  in  the  summer  of  1890  a  lot  on  Pawling 
avenue  was  purchased  for  $3,200  and  in  the  following  December  the 
work  of  erecting  a  club  house  was  begun  under  the  direction  of  Henry 
W.  Smith,  Frederick  W.  Swett  and  fames  C.  Hawley,  the  building 
committee.  The  building  was  completed  and  opened  to  the  public  in 
the  summer  of  1891,  its  total  cost,  exclusive  of  the  furnishings,  being 
about  $58,000.  The  first  officers  were :  President,  Henry  B.  Thomas; 
vice-president,  Irving  Hayner;  secretary,  Leigh  R.  Hunt;  treasurer, 
Louis  S.  Crandall;  trustees,  Frank  S.  Black,  Joseph  Knight,  Samuel 
P.  McClellan,  Frederick  W.  Swett,  William  R.  Fridges,  Irving  Hay- 
ner, Ceorge  A.  Mosher,  Henry  W.  Smith,  Louis  S.  Crandall,  Leigh 
R.  Hunt,  Henry  A.  Ling  and  Henry  B.  Thomas. 

The  Troy  Choral  club  was  organized  in  the  fall  of  1890  and  gave  its 
first  regular  concert  November  IS,  1891.  The  first  officers  of  the  club 
were:  President,  fohn  Clatworthy;  vice  president,  A.  W.  Harrington, 
jr  ;  secretary  and  treasurer,  George  F.  Green;  musical  director,  Charles 
A.  White.  Mr.  Green  was  taken  sick  at  the  first  concert  and  died. 
Dr.  Charles  P.  Stimpson  was  then  elected  to  the  office  of  secretary  and 
has  filled  the  office  continuously  since.  The  club  gives  four  concerts 
each  season,  and  the  music  embraces  that  of  the  best  American  and 
foreign  composers, 

The  Troy  Vocal  society  for  years  has  been  recognized  as  one  of  the 
finest  musical  organizations  in  the  country.  It  is  composed  entirely 
of  male  voices  and  is  under  the  musical  direction  of  Professor  Connolly. 

The  Rensselaer  Count}-  Homoeopathic  Medical  society  was  once  a 
prosperous  organization  with  its  headquarters  in  Troy.  All  of  the 
prominent  homoeopathic  practitioners  in  the  county  were  members. 
No  meeting  of  the  society  has  taken  place  since  1890,  and  it  has  prac 
tically  become  obsolete.  The  society  contained  smnc  brilliant  lights  in 
the  homoeopathic  profession  in  this  section  and  was  productive  of  much 
47 
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good.  The  last  president  was  Dr.  Arba  R.  Green.  Within  the  past 
fifteen  years  the  society  lias  lost  by  death  such  members  as  Drs.  Wood- 
ruff, Carpenter,  Clark,  Vincent,  Campbell,  Fuller  and  Pitts. 

For  the  third  time  in  its  history  Troy  was  honored,  August  2fi, 
1890,  with  the  nomination  of  one  of  its  citizens,  Hon.  Frank  S.  Black, 
for  the  office  of  governor  of  the  Empire  State  by  the  Republican  State 
convention  at  Saratoga  Springs.  Hon.  William  L.  Marcy  and  Hon 
John  A.  Griswold  were  Mr.  Black's  predecessors,  Mr.  Marcy  being 
elected  and  Mr.  Griswold  defeated.  Upon  his  return  from  the  conven- 
tion Wednesday  evening,  August  26,  Mr.  Black  was  greeted  by  thousands 
of  citizens  of  Troy,  many  of  whom  escorted  him  to  his  home,  headed 
by  a  band,  amid  a  profuse  display  of  fireworks. 


Presidents  ok  the  Vii.i.aoe  oi  Tkov. 


John  McCoun.  from  1 71)8  to  17!)'J 

Benjamin  Gorton   •'  17!)'.)  •'  I  SOU 

Ephraim  Morgan         .  "  1800  "  1801 

John  McCoun   "  1801  "  1802 

Albert  Pawling   "  1802  "  1803 

Edward  Tylee..   "  1803  "  1804 

Albert  Pawlinjr.   "  1804  "  1805 


Edward  Tylee  from  1S05  to  1S0S 

Abraham  Ten  Eyck...  "  )So8  •■  1810 

Edward  Tylee   "  1810"  IX II 

Abraham  Ten  Eyck...  "  1811  "  1813 

Timothy  Mutton   "  1813  "  1814 

Derick  Lane.   .  "  ISM  ••  l s  | r» 

Albert  Pawling   "  1815  "  1810 


Mav.oks 

Albert  Pawling,  from  1S1G  to  1820. 
Tlionias  Turner,  aj)[)ointed  July  '■>,  1810, 

declined  to  serve. 
Esaias  Warren,  from  1820  to  IS2S. 
Albert  Pawling,  appointed  Pcbrurary  1-1. 

IS21,  declined  to  serve. 
Samuel  McCoun,  from  1828  to  |KgO. 
George  Tibbits,  from  1830  to  1830. 
Richard  I'.  Hart,  from  1m:;g  to  1838. 
Jonas  C.  I  leartt,  from  1^:;S  to  1843. 
Gurdon  Corning,  from  1N-J:{  to  1*47. 
Francis  N.  Mann,  from  1847  to  1850. 
l)ay().  Kellogg-,  from  1850  to  November 

1850. 

Hanford  N.  Lock  wood,  November,  1850, 

to  March,  1851. 
Joseph  M.  Warren,  from  1851  to  1852. 
George  Gould,  from  1852  to  1853. 


OK  Tkov. 

Foster  Bosworth,  from  IS");!  to  Decem- 
ber, 1853. 

Elias  Plumb,  from  December,  1853,  to 

March.  11*541. 
Jonathan  Edwards,  1851  iolS55. 
John  A.  Griswold,  from  1855  to  isr><;. 
Hiram  Sloeum,  from  1  xr>0  to  1857. 
Alfred  Wotkyns,  from  1857  to  1S.".S. 
Arba  Read  from  1S-">S  to  1860. 
Isaac  McConihe,  jr.,  from  18C0  to  1861. 
George  1'.  Warren,  jr.,  from  1801  to  180"^. 
James  Thorn,  from  lt$02  to  1863. 
William  L.  Van  Alstyne,  from  1863  to 

1864. 

James  Thorn,  from  1801  to  1865. 
Cri  Gilbert,  from  1865  to  1800. 
John  L.  Flagg,  1866  to  1808. 
Miles  Beach,  from  1808  to  1870. 
Uri  Gilbert,  from  187"  U?lS71. 
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Thomas  B.  Carroll,  from  1871  to  1873.  Edmund  Fitzgerald,  from  1882tol88C. 

William  Kemp,  from  18753  to  l.s?r>.  Dennis  J.  WIil-1.ui,  from  1.880  to  IK94. 

Edward  Murphy,  jr.,1  from  March,  1875  Francis  J.  Molloy,  from  1 S9-1  to  . 

to  November,  1882. 

RECORDERS  OF  TrOV. 

William  L.  Marcy  from  18 Hi  to  1818  Henry  W.  Strong  .  ...from  1838  to  1844 

Amasa  Paine                  "    1818"  1821  Abram  B.  Olin   .    "    1844  "  18-18 

William  L.  Marcy   "    1821  "  1823     Job  S.  Olin   .       "    1848  "  1852 

Thomas  Clowes. .               "    1823"  1828  Gilbert  Robertson,  jr..    "    1852  "  1  850 

Daniel  Gardner                "    1828  "  is:;:;  Clarence  Buell.   "    1850  "  18(H) 

[ohn  P.  Cushman             "    is:',;!"  ls;:s  John  Moran-   ••    1800  "  1  scs 

Com i'i  lioi.i.K us  in  Tron  . 

William  H.  Van  Every,  from. 1871  to  1872.  John  1).  Spicer,  from  March  19,  1883,  to 

John  1'.  Albertson,  from  1872  to  August  December,  1880. 

17,  1881.  William  J.  Roche,  from  December,  1880, 

Isaac  W.  Crissey,  from  October?,  1881,  to  to  October,  1890. 

March  111,  1883.  Janus  W.    Coffey,    from  October,  1890 

to  . 

Cll  A  MHK  KI.AINS  OF  TllOY. 

David  Buel,  from  1810  to  1S-J2.  George  (J.  Burdott,  from  1871  to  1874. 

James  Mallary,  from  1822  to  1825.  Benjamin  II.  Hall,  from  1874  to  1877. 

John  Thomas,  from  1825  to  181").  Henry  S.   Chinch,  from  187;  to  Febru- 

George  I'..  Richards,  from  1815  to  18111.  ary,  188  1. 

Jared  S.  Weed,  from  1840  to  18  111.  Benjamin  II.  Hall,  from  February,  1884, 

[oh n  T-  Lamport,  from  1849  to  1859.  to  June  1,'1885. 

Amos  S.  Perry,  from  1859  to  1803.  John  F.  Bridge-man, :l  from  Junel,  1885, 

[ames  M.  Brewer,  from  1803  to  October,  to  June,  1890 

1807.  David  Mmvy,  from  June,  1890,  to   . 

Do  nek  Fane,  from  October,  1807  to  1871. 

City  Attorn'kvs. 

Inii-  of  Appointment  rjale  o£  A ppoinl ment 

IlenryZ.  Hayner   May  17,  1830  Gardner  Stow...  March  II,  1851 

John  T.  Lamport              June  15,  is:!?  Roswell  A.  Parmenter.. .March    8,  1853 

Charles  R.  Richards  March  18,  1847  Harvey  J.  Ring  ..March  14,1854 


Mil  188(1 1  lie-  charter  eleel  ion  was  changed  from  March  to  the  time  of  the  general  elect  ion  in 
November. 

»  The  office  of  recorder  was  abolished  l>y  acl  of  the  Lcgislatttrc  April  17,  18117,  to  take  effect 
January  1,  1808. 

*  Dul  not  commence  to  discharge  the  duties  of  office  until  1  >ecember  5,  lssr>,  up  to  which  time 
Mr.  Hall  acted  as  chamberlain.  In  the  suit  of  the  people  ex  rel.  Bridgemnu, vs.  Hall,  the  court  de- 
cided thai  Bridgeman  was  de  jure  chamberlain  from  June  i,  1885 
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I  late  of  Appointmhnt 

Samuel  Stover  March  Hi,  1855 

George  T.  Blair   March  9,1858 

Harvey  S.  Flagg  March    8,  1859 

George  Day  March  13,  1860 

Giles  B.  Kellogg   March  12,  18(51 

Richard  C.  Jennyss  March  10,  18(13 

John  M.  Landon   ..March  L0,  18(54 


I  )ate  uf  Appoint  ment 

A.  A.  Lee   ..March  14,  18G5 

William  A.  Beach   18G6 

John  II.  Clby   May  24,  187(1 

Roswell  A.  Parmenter. .  .March  22,  1871 
William  J.  Roche..  ....October  10,  1883 

Roswell  A,  Parmenter  Feb.  4,  1880 


C()K  I'OKATION   COUNSKI.. 1 


,'ell  A.  Parmenter 


Mav  19,  1881 


am  J.  Roche  October,  1890 


City  Surveyors  and  Engineers. 


1  late  uf  Appointment. 

William  McManus.  May  21,  1810 

John  Klein  May  25,  1819 

William  Roberts,  jr....  May  3,  1821 


Sidney  A.  Beers  .... 
William  A.  Barton.. 
William  Roberts,  jr. . 

Benjamin  Turner  

Luther  1).  Eddy  

William  Barton  


 April  3,  1834 

..March  12,  1839 
. .  .  March  18,  1842 

 March  8,  1853 

..August  18,  1851! 
. .  .March  i  1,  1850 


Date  of  A  ppoint  ment. 

Puller   March  8,  185!) 

Eddy   March  8,  1870 

1870 
1875 


Charles  L 
Luther  1 ). 

Charles  L.  Fuller.. .         ..May  24 

Robert  M.  Hasbrouek  March  9 

Charles  L.  Puller  November  13 

Palmer  1 1.  Baermaun  ..  ...  fune 

Mciris  R.  Sherrerd   ..May 


Martin  Schenck  


1883 
18!  12 
1893 


.May,  1895 


City  Clerks  ok  Troy 


Appointed. 

William  M.  Bliss  ....1810 

ISbenezer  Wilson,  jr..  .  1825 

George  T.  Blair   1845 

John  T.  Lamport  . . .  1847 

William  I  lagan   .  .        IS  tfl 

John  M.  Prancis   IS51 

Charles  1  >,  Briglmm   1854 

|ohn  M.  Prancis  .  ....1855 

Franklin  1 ).  Hubbell   1850 

Benjamin  EL  Hall   .1858 

Abraham  Fonda.. _   .  1859 

Prancis  L.  Ilagadorn   .18(50 


Appointed . 

John  1 1.  Neary   18(50 

George  W.  1  >emers  1801 

Franklin  B.  Hubbell    18(53 

James  S.  Thorn  ...     1805 

Franklin  B.  I  lubbell   ISGli 

Richard  V.  <  I'Brien  1870 

Lewis  IS.  Griffith    1871 

I  [enry  McMilleu     .1874 

Charles  R.  DeFreest..  .1875 

ISdwin  A.  King  1882 

John  J.  McCormick  _  1880 


City  Si:  n-  rinten  dents. 

Michael  Cavanaugh,  from  Is? l  to  March,      Lawrence Sheary,  March,  1875,  to  March, 
1875.  1S83. 


1  The  office  uf  eil  v  attorney  was  abolished  ami  that  of  corporal  ion  counsel  created  by  Chapter 
.'Mi  of  tile  laws  of  1HH7.  t. 
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James  Hanley,  March,  1883,  to  October, 
1 880. 

John  Quigley,  October,  1886,  to  Decem- 
ber, 1890. 

Jus  i  reus  oi''  mi 

David  Gleason   1831-1839 

Henry  V.  W.  Masten   1834-1848 

Cyrus  D.  Sheldon   18*1-1813 

Job  S.  Olin....  ,   1840-1844 

Hiram  Tayloi   1843  1840 

Abraham  Van  Tuyl   1844-1848 

Moses  Warren   1810-1860 

Gilbert  Robertson,  jr   1848-1853 

Seth  II.  Terry.  ..  .   1848-1850 

J.  Fairehild  Wells   IS  Is  1853 

Charles  E.  Brintnall  1850  1857 


Cornelius  Toomey,  December,  1890,  to 

April,  1890. 
Jeremiah  Mahoney,  April,  1896,  to  . 

[  U'STICKS'  CoU  K'l  . 

John  L.  Flagg..   1802-1865 

Thomas  J .  Cornelius  ....  ......  1803-1 860 

Thomas  Neary  ..1805-1871 

Richard  C.  Jennyss   1800-1875 

William  I  lonohue  .1807-1870 

John  Conway,  jr   1871-1877 

Thomas  J.  Guy,  2d  1875-1886 

Edmund  L.  CoU-  1877-1880 


George  R.  Davis,  jr... 

Uriel  Dexter..  

John  id .  I /andon  

Franklin  J.  Parmenter 


William  1  tonohue . 


..  1853-1857 
...1857  1 807 
..1857  1862 
. . 180C-1864 


John  P.  Curley  

Thomas  S.  Pagan  . . 
William  ].  Ludden  . 

John  |  Kennedy   

|ames  T.  Murray  . 

Warren  McConihe . . 


. . 1880-1889 
.1880-1889 
1889-1895 
.  .1889-1895 

. ] 895  

. i 895  


Pol  l<  I    M  At.  1ST  U  ATI' s. 
..1870  1881      William  Douohue. 


1881 
•1887 


.1887 


Richard  C.  Jennyss   1881 

Assistant  L'ouce  Macistk  atks. 


Lewis  IS.  Griffith   1.870-1882 

John  J.  Hassett..    1882-1883 


James  W.  Coffey   .1889-1890 

Cornelius  Han  nan  IS'.m-  - 


Michael 

II. 

Myers . 

1883--1SS9 

The 

fol 

lo  win  «' 

statistical 

table,  taken 

from  the 

census  o 

f  IS!K), 

sImws 

i ho  |>o| 

Mil 

ation  b 

V  SOX,  JJOll 

rial  nativity 

aiul  coloi 

■,  in  the 

city  ot 

Troy  : 

Mule. 

I'Viimle. 

Native. 

1-  ..ivi^  n. 

White. 

< 

No*.'!'.. 

.'ivili/.cil 
Imlians 

Troy  ... 

.  28,59! 

32,365 

43,691 

17  '.'05 

00,44  1 

5i;; 

•  > 

Ward 

1 

1,620 

2.D01 

2,01  1 

1,082 

3,560 

13:! 

Ward 

. .  2,  ISC 

2,558 

I)  i  i) 

1,171 

4,590 

1 54 

Ward 

1,200 

1,45s 

1,970 

088 

2,013 

51 

Ward 

4 

..  1,845 

2.659 

3,090 

808 

4,453 

51 

Ward 

5 

. .  2,791 

3,232 

4,002 

1,361 

0,013 

10 

Ward 

6 

2,639 

2,  ISO 

2,781 

2,044 

4,823 

Ward 

7 

. .  2,515 

3,270 

4,174 

1,01  1 

5,705 

80 

Ward 

8 

1,771 

2,091 

2,578 

1,287 

3,8-15 

20 

Ward 

9 

2  232 

2,143 

2,999 

1,376 

•1,373 

0 

Ward 

10 

..  2,880 

3,290 

4,003 

1,573 

0, 100 

10 

Ward 

11 

1,922 

2,131 

2,702 

1,294 

4,050 

Ward 

12 

...  2.548 

2,  170 

1,924 

5,024 

Ward 

13 

.  2.121 

2, S()| 

■1,170 

1,010 

5,220 
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The  foreign  born  population  of  Troy,  distributed  according'  to  coun- 
try of  birth,  was  as  follows: 

Total  foreign  horn,  17,205;  Canada  and  Newfoundland,  1,471;  Mexico,  '2;  Central 
America,  2;  South  America,  15;  Cuba  atjd  West  Indies,  12;  England,  2,128;  Scot- 
land, 510;  Wales,  96;  Ireland,  9,412;  Great  Britain  (not  specified),  1;  Germany, 
2,107;  Austria,  112;  Holland,  21;  Belgium,  29;  Switzerland,  03;  Norway,  l!'.4; 
Sweden,  199;  Denmark,  37. 

hi  1890  there  were  in  the  city  of  Troy,  10,00/5  persons  of  school  age, 
five  to  twenty  years,  including'  9,117  males  and  9,948  females.  Of 
these  8,349  males  and  8,9f>3  females  were  native  born;  70S  males  and 
99o  females  were  foreign  born.  The  males  of  militia  age  in  the  city 
numbered  13,040,  of  which  8,871  were  native  born  and  1,17/)  were 
foreign  born.  The  total  number  of  males  of  voting  age  was  10,784,  of 
which  9,590  were  native  born  and  7,  L 88  were  foreign  born. 

The  total  number  of  dwellings  in  Troy  in  1890  was  7,805;  the  total 
number  of  families  12,89"),  the  persons  to  a  dwelling  7.81,  and  the  per- 
sons to  a  family  1 . 73. 

CHAPTER  XVI II. 
TOWN  OF  LANSINGr.UKCII. 

The  town  of  Lansingburgh  was  originally  intended  as  the  site  for 
the  principal  city  north  of  Albany  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Hudson 
river;  but  the  inhabitants  of  the  settlemenl  a  mile  or  two  south  of  New 
City,  as  the  village  of  Lansingburgh  was  first  known,  took  advantage 
of  the  opportunities  which  presented  themselves  in  rapid  succession, 
and  the  prestige  which  in  the  natural  order  of  things  should  have  gone 
to  Lansingburgh  went  to  Troy,  which  rapidly  outran  its  rival  in  the 
race  for  commercial  supremacy  in  Rensselaer  count)'. 

The  town  of  Lansingburgh  is  located  on  the  western  border  of  the 
county,  north  oi  the  city  of  Troy  and  south  of  the  town  of  Schaghti- 
coke.  On  the  east  lie  the  towns  of  Pittstown  and  Brunswick  and  on 
the  west  the  Hudson  river,  separating  Lansingburgh  from  the  northern 
part  of  Albany  count)'  and  the  southern  part  of  Saratoga  count)-.  The 
site  of  the  county  was  originally  included  in  parts  of  two  separate  pat- 
ents.   The  northern  part  of  the  town  as  at  present  constituted  was  set 
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off  from  Schaghticoke  in  1819  and  forms  a  part  of  the  Schaghticoke 
tract,  occupied  by  the  Schaghticoke  Indians  and  set  off  to  them  in  L670. 
This  territory  afterward  became  the  property  of  the  city  of  Albany  and 
was  sold  in  L707  to  the  Knickerbocker  colon)-.  The  southern  part  of 
the  town  formed  a  part  of  the  Stone  Arabia  patent. 

Soon  after  the  Dutch  began  to  make  settlements  in  the  vicinity  of 
what  is  now  Troy,  Robert  Saunders,  a  resident  of  Albany,  was  attracted 
to  the  level  and  fertile  tract  now  in  the  town  of  Lansingburgh,  and 
called  by  the  Indians  Tascamcatick,  and  the  woodland  to  the  south 
called  Passquassick.  September  L,  I  070,  Francis  Lovelace,  governor  of 
the  province  of  New  York,  granted  the  former  tract  to  Saunders.  March 
22,  107'.),  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  another  governor,  granted  to  Saunders  the 
woodland,  together  with  the  small  island  in  the  J  [udson  called  Whale  isl- 
and, since  submerged  by  the  construction  of  the  State  dam  south  of  it. 
September  1  9,  1  OS  1 ,  Saunders  sold  part  of  the  woodland  south  of  Piscawen 
kill  to  Peter  Van  Woggelum.  May20,  1083,  Saunders  sold  the  remaining 
portion  of  his  patent,  Tascamcatick,  to  Joannes  Wendell,  and  the  latter 
afterward  purchased  another  piece  of  woodland  which  extended  north- 
ward along  the  river  to  a  creek  called  by  the  Indians  Paensick  kill. 
Wendell's  land  was  confirmed  to  him  1  uly  22,  1  080,  by  a  patent  granted  by 
Governor  Thomas  Dongan  and  called  Steene  (Stony)  Arabia  patent,  and 
for  over  a  century  the  territory  was  known  as  Stone  Arabia.  June  21, 
1  ^  03,  Robert  Wendell,  a  descendant  and  heir  of  Joannes  Wendell,  sold 
to  Abraham  Jacob  Lansingh,  for  300  pounds,  that  portion  of  his  prop- 
erty beginning  opposite  the  middle  branch  of  the  Mohawk  river  and 
running  thence  eastward  as  far  as  the  limits  of  the  Stone  Arabia  pat- 
cut,  excepting  that  portion  which  had  been  sold  to  Simon  Vail  Antwerpe 
but  then  owned  by  Willi.un  Rogers.  A  deed  given  by  Stephen  Van 
Rensselaer  (one  of  the  patroons)  to  Abraham  |acob  Lansingh,  dated 
July  13,  1  described  the  north  bounds  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck  and  the  south  bounds  of  the  Stone  Arabia  patent  as  follows: 

beginning  on  the  east  bunk  of  Hudson  river,  by  a  slump  about  east  from  the 
south  end  of  Whale-fish iiig  island,  and  over  against  the  second  spruyt,  and  runs 
from  the  said  stump  south  sixty-nine  degrees  east  along  a  line  of  marked  trees  one 
hundred  and  seventy- eight  chains  to  a  white  oak  tree  on  the  land  of  Adam  Shufellt, 
where  there  is  a  small  heap  of  stones  laid  together;  the  said  tree  is  marked  on  the 
west  and  north  sides  with  the  letters  A.  J.  L.  1760,  and  on  the  south  and  east  sides 
S.  V.  R.  1  TOO,  and  then  north  nineteen  degrees  and  forty-five  minutes  east,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  chains  and  seventy-live  links  to  a  marked  black  oak  tree, 
standing  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  chains  distant  from-the  east  bank  of  the 
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Hudson  river,  opposite  to  the  third  spruyt, — on  a  course  south  sixty-nine  degrees 
east,  where  a  black  oak  tree  is  marked  on  the  east  side  thereof  with  the  letters 
S.  V.  R.  1709,  and  on  the  west  side  with  the  letters  A.  J,  L.  I'll)'.),  and  then  from  the 
last  mentioned  black  oak,  the  said  course  of  north  nineteen  degrees,  forty-live  min- 
utes east,  one  hundred  and  live  chains  and  sixty  links  to  a  marked  chestnut  tree 
standing  or.  a  line  of  old  marked  trees  running  from  the  Cohoes  or  Great  Fall  of 
Waters,  north  eighty-eight  degrees  for  the  north  bounds  of  the  manor  of  Rens- 
selaerwyck,  and  thence  from  the  said  chestnut  tree  south  eighty-eight  degrees  west, 
along  the  said  old  marked  trees  to  Hudson  river,  and  thence  southerly  along  said 
river  to  place  of  beginning. 

The  number  of  settlers  increased  rapidly  and  LansingTi,  believing' 
that  his  property  would  soon  form  the  site  of  a  thriving-  village,  in 
1771  had  a  portion  of  it  surveyed  and  laid  out  into  lots,  with  streets 
and  alleys,  by  Joseph  Blanchard,  which  he  called  Lansinghbnrgh.  The 
map,  now  on  file  in  the  Albany  count}'  clerk's  office,  bears  the  follow- 
ing descriptii  in : 

This  map  describeth  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  cast  side  of  Hudson's  river,  about 
eight  miles  above  the  City  ol  Albany,  ami  is  laved  out  in  a  regular  scjuare  for  the 
erecting  a  city  by  the  name  of  Lansingburgh ;  the  kits  are  one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  long  and  fifty  wide.  The  streets  are  seventy  feet  wide,  and  the  alleys 
are  twenty  feet  wide;  the  oblong  square  (the  Green  or  Park)  in  the  centre  is  reserved 
for  publiek  uses.  Laid  down  by  a  scale  of  ninety  feet  to  an  inch.  June  7,  1771, 
Joseph  Blanchard,  Surveyor.    May  11,  1771,  A.  Jacob  Lansingh, 

The  ma])  showed  288  lots,  and  the  ground  it  covered  included  that 
bounded  by  North,  Kast  and  Smith  streets  and  the  Hudson  river.1 
January  1,  1771,  the  inhabitants  of  the  settlement  agreed  upon  a  com- 

i  Among  those  who  purchased  lots  in  1170  unci  1771,  who  already  owned  properly  there,  wore 
the  following:  William  A. lams,  ISv'el  t  Hanokor,  Floi  os  Huneker,  Mm  Uarlvr,  Abram  Ulauu,  Wal- 
ilian  Ulaau,  louaihau  lirew  cr,  A  bra  in  Uriukei  ItotY,  IVtot  i  uriiuus, John  Dunbar,  IVnjauitn  I'ronoh, 
A-Ulali  Kiindu,  John  1  >.  Pouda,  Samuel  llalsiead,  Anne  llainorslcy,  Moses  Holt,  Isaac  Lansiugh, 
Isaae  II.  Lansingh,  Jacob  A.  Lansing,  Alexander  McLean,  Mayekie  McCoy,  Charles  Meal,  Anthony 
\t  utters,  ICloanor  Taylor,  Jonathan  Wick  wire  and  Robert  Vales.  Other  purchasers  from  thai  lime 
up  to  1 71)0  were:  .1  antes  Abeel,  James  lioggs,  jr.,  Joshua  lJurnham,  James  Caldwell,  Caleb  Carr, 
foy  Cham  hers,  jereniiah  Coinstock,  William  Conklin,  Hbene/.or  Cooley,  Cornelius  Cooper,  Volkerl 
Dawson,  Unrivol  I  >e  Clyn,  Peter  Goowey,  Amos  (.1  raves,  Thomas  I  Matt,  IC/ra  Hitchcock,  Lyman 
Hitchcock,  Peter  Hogol,  Jeremiah  Hoogland,  Horace  Seymour,  Nathaniel  Jacobs,  Ignis  Kipp, 
Thomas  Knight,  prancis  Lansiugh,  Franeiseiis  Lansingh,  1 1  end  rick  Lansingh.  Le  villus  Lansingh, 
Hugh  McCarty,  William  McC-ill,  I'alrick  .\L :Ni IT,  James  McMurray,  Janus  M.oran,  Agnes  Murray, 
William  Nichols,  A  brain  Nelson,  Aaron  Noble,  Joseph  Noi  i  is,  Abram  J.  t  luderkirk,  Piatt  .V  Will- 
iams, Charles  Reed,  Maria  Rosa,  William  Scott,  Cornelius  S.  Sebring,  Jonathan  Sewers,  John 
Kkimngton,  I'alrick  Smith,  Smith  &  Whitney,,  Ucnjamin  Snyder,  Uaroiil  'ten  ICyck,  John  Til. bit, 
|ohn  Tillman,  Margin  el  Tillman,  Janu  s  Thomson,  Robert  Thompson,  Henry  Van  Arnum,  |ohu 
Van  Cortland,  Cornelius  Vandenburgh,  John  Van  Rensselaer,  James  Van  Varick,  Abram  K.  Van 
Vlcck,  Gerrit  Van  Wic,  Catharine  Van  Wie,  Aaron  Ward,  Ralph  Watson,  Frederick  Weaver,  Peter 
Weaver,  John  lie  Witt,  Jonathan  Wood,  Wynkoop  .V  Ten  Lyek,  Peter  W.  Yalcs,  and  Josei.lt 
Young.  r. 
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pact  called  the  "Proposals,"  for  the  government  of  the  community,  and 
chose  civil  officers.  It  was  provided  that  there  be  annually  elected  a 
committee  of  live  persons,  a  "town  clerk,  a  path-master,  and  three 
fence-viewers, "  and  that  Abraham  faeob  Lausingh,  or  his  heirs  forever, 
should  be  one  of  the  committee.  At  the  first  town  meeting  Ebenezer 
Marvin  was  elected  moderator  and  Thomas  S.  Diamond  clerk.  The 
first  committee  comprised  Abraham  Jacob  Lansingh,  Isaac  Bogart, 
John  Barber,  Ebenezer  Marvin  and  Benjamin  French.  Abraham 
Wendell  was  chosen  pathmaster,  and  Robert  Wendell,  Levinus  Lans- 
ingh and  Isaac  Van  Arnum  fenceviewers. 

The  advantageous  location  of  the  new  "  City  of  Lansinghburgh  " 
attracted  man)'  persons  from  other  localities,  particularly  from  New 
England,  and  the  embryo  village  grew  rapidly.  Small  manufacturing 
establishments  were  started  and  mercantile  and  commercial  houses  were 
founded  at  a  rate  that  gave  great  promise.  In  1774  a  school  was 
founded  by  Maus  R.  Van  Vranka,  who  also  agreed  to  read  one  English 
and  one  Dutch  sermon  on  every  Sunday  in  the  year,  excepting  four 
Sundays  reserved  for  himself. 

When  the  inhabitants  of  Lansinghburgh  became  aware  of  the  fact 
that  the  relations  between  the  American  colonists  and  Great  Britain 
had  become  strained  almost  to  the  point  of  rupture,  they  showed  their 
patriotism  by  subscribing  to  a  paper  which  read  as  follows,  dated  June 
15,  1775: 

A  General  Association  agreed  to  and  subscribed  by  the  Freemen  Freeholders  and 
Inhabitants  of  Lansiugburgh  ami  Patent  of  Stone  Arabia: 

Persuaded  that  the  salvation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  America  depends, 
under  liinl,  on  the  linn  union  ol  its  inhabitants  in  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
measures  necessary  for  its  safely,— convinced  of  the  necessity  of  preventing  the  an- 
archy and  confusion  which  attend  a  dissolution  of  the  power  of  government,  We, 
the  I'Yeemen,  Freeholders  ami  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Lansingburgh  and  Patent 
of  Stone  Arabia,  being  greatly  alarmed  at  the  avowed  design  of  the  British  ministry 
to  raise  a  revenue  in  America,  ami  shocked  by  the  bloody  scenes  now  acting  in 
Massachusetts  Bay  Government,  in  a  most  solemn  manner, 

Resolved,  never  to  become  slaves,  and  do  associate  ourselves  under  all  the  ties  of 
religion,  honor  and  love  to  our  country,  to  adopt  and  endeavor  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion whatever  measures  may  be  recommended  by  the  Continental  Congress,  or  re- 
solved by  our  Provincial  Convention,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  our  Constitu- 
tion, and  opposing  the  execution  of  the  several  arbitrary  and  oppressive  acts  of  the 
British  Parliament,  until  a  reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  on 
Constitutional  principles  can  be  obtained,  than  which  we  wish  for  nothing  more 
ardently,  and  we  do  hereby  coven  nt,  promise  and  agree  that  we  will  in  all  things 
48 
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follow  the  advice  of  our  General  Committee  respecting  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the 
preservation  of  peace,  good  order  and  safety  of  the  individuals  and  private  property. 

The  paper  bore  the  signatures  of  Abraham  Jacob  Lansingh,  Christ© 
pher  Tillman,  John  D.  Wynkoop,  Abraham  Ten  ICyck,  Benjamin 
French,  John  Barber,  James  Selkirk,  Daniel  Toneray,  Jonathan  Severs, 
Ilenry  Pollock,  Michael  Houseworth,  John  Pine,  Stephen  Marvin, 
James  Boggs,  Abraham  Ouderkirk,  Ephraim  Griswold,  Samuel  Hig- 
gins,  James  Willson,  Justus  Brown,  John  Clark,  David  l^ayten,  Francis 
Hogle,  John  Sloan,  Gerry  Lane,  Samuel  Burns,  Isaac  Van  Arnum, 
Robert  Wendell,  Penned  Brown,  Frederic  Weaver,  Levinus  Lansingh, 
William  Thomkins,  Joseph  Bacon,  John  Dunbar,  Peletiah  Winchell, 
John  Young;,  Levinus  Leverse,  Cershom  French,  Joseph  Jones,  |ohn 
Sniffington,  Thomas  Cook,  William  Nichols,  Alexander  Boyd,  John 
Winn,  Josiah  Rose,  Daniel  Shaw,  Aaron  Ward,  William  Conklin,  lid- 
ward  Bruster,  Samuel  Bruster  and  Jacob  A.  Lansingh. 

That  these  men  meant  all  that  they  said  and  promised  is  evidenced 
in  the  fact  that,  with  very  feu-  exceptions,  their  names  are  found  en- 
rolled upon  the  following  lists  of  militia  maintained  during  the  War  of 
the  Revolution.  Some  of  the  names  are  those  of  persons  then  residing 
outside  the  bounds  of  the  town,  but  there  is  no  record  distinguishing 
them  from  residents  of  Lansingburgh  : 

The  Lansingburgh  company  of  Colonel  Stephen  J.  Schuyler's  militia,  February 
17,  1777; 

Captain,  Christopher  Tillman ;  lieutenants,  Abraham  Ten  Kyck,  Jonathan  Sever; 
ensign,  John  Clarke;  sergeants,  Daniel  Toneray,  Aaron  Ward,  William  Conklin, 
Jonathan  Douglass;  corporals,  William  Willoughby,  James  Barber,  James  Sloan, 
Stephen  Marvin,  jr.  Privates,.  Georjje  Lane,  Abraham  J.  Ouderkfrk,  Ilenry  Van 
Arnum.  Kobi  i  i  Til. 'mp-;. mi,  Samuel  Burns,  Levinus  Lansingh,  William  Tompkins, 
Samuel  Beuhet,  M  icliael  I  louswirt,  Com  tort  Shaw,  <  leorge  Masten,  Robert  Armstrong, 
Conrad  llenllebecker,  John  Dunbar,  Robert  Dunbar,  John  Hogg,  Peletiah  Winchell, 
Henry  Campbell,  Benjamin  Bruster,  Samuel  Bruster,  John  Young,  Levinus  Leverse, 
Solomon  Goevvey,  Francis  Ilogel,  Isaac  Van  Arnum,  Thomas  Martin,  L])hraiin 
Griswold,  Jabcz  Griswold,  William  Carr,  John  Wood,  Christopher  Paniscr,  John 
Barber,  Job  Paddock,  William  Spotteu,  Nicholas  Fisher,  Justus  Brown,  James 
Perkins,  John  Walker,  George  Van  Vleck,  George  Boyd,  Leonard  Miller,  William 
Boyd,  John  Pollet,  Phincas  Bacon,  William  Douglass. 

Payroll  of  Captain  Cornelius  Noble's  company  in  Colonel  Stephen  J.  Schuyler's 
regiment  of  Albany  militia  to  August  11,  1777: 

Captain,  Cornelius  Noble;  lieutenants,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Clarke;  ensign,  John 
Byly;  sergeants,  Hugh  McManus,  William  Greenfield,  Samuel  Lope,  Hezekiah  Hull, 
William  Norton;  corporals,  James  Barber,  Stephen  Marvin,  Samuel  Frazer,  John  S. 
Fine;  drummer,  Fmannel  Ilennicke;    privates,    Hercules   Kronckhite,  Abraham 
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Kronckhite,  William  Crannell,  Hendrick  Struuck,  Jacob  Fellow,  William  Cooper, 
John  Van  Ostrander,  Mendrick  Ploss,  jr.,  Jacob  Smith,  William  Morris,  John  Han- 
nah, Isaac  Crannell,  Samuel  Evans,  Job  Paddock,  William  Willoughby,  John  Paget, 
Matthew  Marvin,  Andrew  Colehammer,  Daniel  Grawbocker,  John  Vanderwerken, 
Ephrahn  Griswold,  David  Randall,  Joseph  Doty,  Bethnel  Greenfield ,  Solomon  Grif- 
fiths, Stephen  Millard,  Joshua  Randall,  Stephen  Randall,  Reuben  1'ompis,  Ephraim 
Jackson,  Israel  Brooks,  Jacob  Van  Every,  Philip  Planer,  Joseph  Benson,  Eleazer 
Hill,  Andreas  Barott,  Ebenezer  Baker,  Francis  Hogel,  John  Frazer,  John  Garner, 
Volkert  Miller,  Peter  Minigh,  Andries  Parker,  Casparis  Valentine,  Jost  Harwick, 
John  Walter,  Frederick  Conrad,  John  Craver,  Gerrit  Peck,  Reulf  Ostrom,  John 
Lansingh,  Thomas  Martin,  John  Kelly,  Solomon  Battler,  Mendrick  Ploss,  Peter 
Coons,  Isaiah  1  )urham. 

The  first  Masonic  Lodg'e  in  Lansingburgh  was  Hiram  lodge  No.  ">.">, 
F.  &  A,  M.,  which  was  instituted  upon  a  warrant  granted  August  lb, 
1787. 

The  growth  of  New  City,  as  Lansingburgh  was  commonly  called  in 
contradistinction  to  the  Old  City  (Albany),  and  the  development  ol  its 
various  industries  were  so  great  that  May  1 ,  1787,  "  Claxton  &  Bab- 
cock  in  King  street  between  Hoosick  and  South  Streets,"  in  answer  to 
what  they  believed  to  be  a  demand  for  a  local  newspaper,  brought  out 
the  first  issue  of  the  first  newspaper  published  in  Lansingburgh — the 
Northern  Centinel  and  Lansingboroug"h  Advertiser.  It  was  a  weekly 
publication  and  the  first  newspaper  printed  within  the  limits  of  the  terri- 
tory now  known  as  Rensselaer  county.  Strange  as  ma)'  seem,  it  did 
not  contain  a  line  of  local  news  except  the  publishers' announcement  to 
the  public.  Us  contents  consisted  of  several  columns  of  European 
''news"  three  months  old,  a  few  brief  items  regarding  events  which 
had  occurred  nearly  a  month  before  in  New  York,  Bi  ston  and  Phila- 
delphia, some  miscellany  and  live  advertisements.  The  publication  at 
once  became  popular  and  circulated  through  a  large  territory  north 
and  east  of  Lansingburgh.  The  name  "  Lansingborotigh,"  which  ap- 
peared in  the  caption  of  the  paper,  was  an  error  of  the  printers,  but 
was  not  changed  to  Lansingburgh  for  several  months. 

At  the  linn;  of  the  establishment  of  the  Centinel  every  inhabitant  of 
Lansingburgh  expected  that  the  village  was  destined  to  become  a  large 
and  prosperous  city.  New  buildings  were  erected  on  all  sides  and  the 
demand  for  residences  and  stores  could  not  be  supplied  at  times.  Not 
inf requently  persons  who  came  here  to  locate  were  compelled  to  go 
elsewhere  temporarily.  The  transportation  business  between  this  and 
other  points  had  grown  to  large  proportions,  and  sailing  craft  of  all 
descriptions  came  up  to  the  southern  pari  of  the  village,  "where  they 
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deposited  their  burdens  and  departed  with  new  cargoes.  An  idea  of 
the  business  transacted  may  be  gleaned  from  the  following  list  of  mer- 
chants and  others  doing  business  in  Lansingburgh  between  1787  and 
178!):' 

1787:  Merchants — Aaron  and  Deride  Lane,  Ezra  Hickok,  Janes  & 
Dole,  Piatt  &  Williams,  Nathaniel  Jacobs,  jr.,  Thomas  Bassel,  William 
Bell  &  Co.,  William  Chaise,  Cogswell  &  Selden,  Selden  &  Junes,  Hoog- 
land  &  Seymour,  John  Van  Rensselaer,  |ames  Hickok,  James  Magee 
<!v  Co.,  Flores  Bancker,  W.  &  S.  Brayton,  George  Tibbits,  William 
Davis,  Robert  White  &  Co.,  William  Spotten.,  Stephen  &  Shuball  Gor- 
hain.  William  Willis,  gunsmith  and  brass  founder;  fohn  Stillwell, 
hotel  keeper;  Matthew  Lyne,  land  office;  Samuel  [ones,  joiner  and 
tool  maker;  Smith  &  Whitney,  date's  &  Rockwell,  watchmakers;  Caleb 
Smith,  linos  Westover,  coopers;  Gideon  Hinman,  druggist.  178S: 
Merchants — Of  the  firm  of  Ephraim  Morgan  &  Co.,  Ephraim  Morgan, 
Jonas  Morgan  and  John  Bordman;  Samuel  Chace,  fohn  Tibbits,  God- 
dard  Spencer,  John  T.  Arden,  foshua  Rurnham,  Collins  &  Sherlock, 
Caleb  and  T.  Street.  Annanias  Piatt,  proprietor  of  the  Bull's  Head 
Tavern;  Thomas  Dilks,  hoots  and  shoes;  Aaron  Noble,  hatter;  William 
Guest,  leather;  Stephen  [ackson,  manufacture!'  of  cut  nails;  William 
Carter,  land  office.  L789:  Merchants- — George  &  Benjamin  Tibbits, 
Christopher  Tillman,  Nathaniel  Williams,  Benjamin  Winthro.p,  Red- 
field  &  Bradley,  [onathan  Burr,  fohn  Harback;  William  Disturnell, 
clock  and  watchmaker;  Andrew  Class,  furniture. 

The  expectations  of  the  founder  of  Lansingburgh  were  more  than 
met  in  its  rapid  development.  In  1700,  so  numerous  had  become  the 
population  and  so  varied  the  business  interests  of  the  community,  that 
it  was  deemed  advisable  lo  establish  a  more  substantial  form  of  gov- 
ernment than  the  ''Proposals"  lirst  agreed  to.  Consequently,  April  5, 
I7SK),  the  State  Legislature  passed  the  following  act,  the  first  charter  of 
the  village  of  Lansingburgh: 

An  act  to  appoint  trustees  to  take  and  hold  certain  lands  therein  mentioned,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Passed  the  5th  of  April,  1790. 
Whereas  in  that  part  of  the  town  of  ReusseTaerwyck  in  the  county  of  Albany  here- 
in after  described,  a  considerable  number  of  houses  arc  already  erected,  and  occu- 
pied by  merchants  mechanics  and  others  to  the  advancement  of  commerce  and 
manufactures  in  this  State;  and  in  order  to  enable  thorn  to  regulate  their  internal 

1  History  of  Lansing 'airgli,  by  A.  |.  Weise,  I  til  7. 
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police,  and  to  secure  the  benefits  of  certain  commonable  lands  lying  within  the  same, 
have  prayed  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  appoint  trustees.  Therefore 

Be  it  enacted  .  .  Thai  John  Van  Rensselaer  Christopher  Tillman,  Elijah 
Janes  Aaron  Ward,  Stephen  Goreham,  Ezra  Hickock  ami  Levinus  Lansing  shall  be 
and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  the  first  trustees  for  the  freeholders  and  inhab- 
itants of  that  part  of  the  town  of  Rensselaerwyck ,  commonly  called  Lansingburgh, 
and  shall  continue  to  be  trustees  until  the  third  Tuesday  in  May  next,  and  that  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  freeholders  and  inhabitants,  qualified  by 
law  to  vote  at  town  meetings,  to  assemble  mi  the  third  Tuesday  of  May  next,  and 
annually  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  May  in  every  year  thereafter,  at  such  place  and  at 
such  time  of  the  day,  as  the  trustees  lor  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
shall  by  public  advertisement  appoint,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  said  trustees, 
or  such  of  them  as  shall  be  present,  who  are  hereby  made  inspectors  of  such  election, 
then  and  there  by  a  majority  of  voices,  to  elect  seven  discreet  inhabitants,  being 
freeholders,  to  lie  trustees  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  continue  in  office  until  Lhe  third 
Tuesday  in  the  month  of  May  in  the  next  ensuing  year 

And  be  it  further  enacted  .  .  .  That  the  said  ti  ustees  hereby  appointed,  and 
their  successors,  are  hereby  enabled  to  lake  a  grant  or  grants  feoffment  or  feoffments 
of  any  lands  lying  and  being  in  Lansingburgh  aforesaid,  and  to  hold  the  same  to 
them  and  their  successors  forever,  in  trust  to  and  for  the  common  use  and  benefit  of 
the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  .  .  .  That  the  said  freeholders  and  inhabitants,  at 
their  annual  meetings  to  be  held  as  aforesaid,  and  at  such  other  limes  in  the  year  as 
the  said  trustees  or  a  majority  of  them  may  think  necessary  and  advertize  for  the 
purpose,  shall  fie  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  from  time  to  lime, 
to  make,  ordain,  constitute  and  establish,  such  prudential  rules,  orders  and  regula- 
tions, as  a  majority  of  such  freeholders  and  inhabitants  so  assembled  and  having  a 
right  to  vote,  shall  judge  necessary  and  convenient  fur  the  better  improving  of  llieir 
common  lands,  and  for  ascertaining  and  directing  the  use  and  management  thereof, 
and  respecting  the  cutting  of  wood  on  the  same  ,  and  also  to  ordain  and  establish 
such  prudential  rules  ami  orders,  relative  to  the  cleansing  and  keeping  in  order  and 
repair  the  common  streets  and  highways  iu  Lansiughurgh  aforesaid,  and  removing 
nuisances  there  from  and  also  to  make  and  ordain  rules  and  regulations  propel  lo 
compel  t he  housekeepers  i u  Lansing-burgh  aforesaid,  to  furnish  themselves  with  a 
sufficient  number  of  proper  lire  buckets,  and  with  necessary  tools  and  implements 
for  extinguishing  of  lu  es,  and  to  impose  such  penalties  ou  the  offenders  against  such 
rules  orders  and  regulations,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  as  the  majority  of  such  free- 
holders and  inhabitants  so  assembled,  shall  from  time  to  time  deem  proper,  not  ex- 
ceeding forty  shillings  for  any  one  offence,  to  be  recovered  by  the  said  trustees  for 
the  time  being  in  their  own  names  with  costs  of  suit,  for  the  use  of  the  said  freehold- 
ers and  inhabitants,  by  action  of  debt,  before  any  justice  of  peace  residing  in  the 
said  county  of  Albany. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  .  .  That  the  said  trustees  hereby  appointed,  and 
their  successors,  shall  and  may  from  time  to  time,  constitute  and  appoint,  one  tit 
person  to  be  a  common  clerk  lor  the  said  freeholders,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  to  re- 
cord all  rules  orders  and  regulations,  made  by  the  said  I  reeholders  and  inhabitant- 
at  their  meetings  as  aforesaid    n  a  proper  book  to  be  by  him  provided  for  such  pui 
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pose,  aiul  also  to  do  and  perform  all  such  matters  and  things  as  the  said  trustees  or 
a  majority  of  them  shall  lawfully  from  time  to  time,  by  writing  under  their  hairds 
appoint  and  direct. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  .  .  .  That  it  shall  and  maybe  lawful,  to  and  for 
the  said  trustees  or  the  major  part  of  them,  and  they  are  hereby  required  with  all 
convenient  speed,  to  elect  nominate  and  appoint  a  sufficient  number  of  men,  willing 
to  accept,  not  exceeding  fifteen  in  number,  out  of  the  inhabitants  residing  in  Lan- 
singburgh aforesaid,  to  have  ihe  care,  management,  working  and  use  of  the  fire  en- 
gine or  engines  belonging  to  the  said  freeholders  and  inhabitants  for  extinguishing 
fires;  and  the  said  trustees  or  the  majoi  partof  them,  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  remove  or  displace  all  or  any  of  the  firemen  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  elected 
nominated  and  appointed,  when  and  as  often  as  they  shall  think  fit,  and  others  in 
their  stead  to  elect  numinate  ami  appoint;  and  also  to  make  establish  and  ordain 
such  rules  orders  and  regulations,  for  the  government  com  1  net  duty  and  behaviour  of 
such  firemen  as  to  them  shall  appear  necessary  and  proper. 

And  be  il  fm  ther  enacted  .  ..  .  Thai  such  persons  as  shall  be  elected  and  ap- 
pointed firemen,  and  each  and  every  one  of  them  during  the  time  such  person  or 
persons  shall  remain  firemen,  and  no  longer,  shall  and  hereby  ale  declared  to  he, 
freed  and  exempted  from  serving  in  the  office  of  constable  and  overseer  of  the  high- 
ways and  of  and  from  serving  as  jurors,  and  of  and  from  serving  in  the  militia,  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  invasion  or  other  imminent  danger. 

Soon  altera  tire  company  was  organized,  and  in  II'!)]  the  hand  fire 
engine  known  as  old  No.  I  was  purchased  in  Philadelphia. 

Abraham  Jacob  Lansingh,  founder  of  Lansingburgh,  died  October  0, 
I7!)l,  in  the  seventy  second  year  of  his  age.  I  lis  wife,  Catherine  Lan- 
singh,  died  the  day  before  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  her  age.  In  the 
notice  of  his  death  printed  in  the  American  Spy  October  I  I  he  is  re- 
ferred to  as  "  the  original  proprietor  of  this  town." 

The  "Scotch  Seceders,"  as  they  styled  themselves,  built  a  church  in 
1  ]  Si i  or  I 7t.|0  on  Ihe  ground  la l or  occupied  by  the  brush  factors*  of  1 .  1 !. 
MeMurray  cv  Co.  The  U  cv .  John  (.5  a  asm  an  was  past  or,  but  the  society 
died  out  after  a  brief  career. 

The  first  post-office  in  Lansingburgh  was  established  in  June,  ITitrf. 
lip  Lhat  date  letters  for  Lansingburgh  were  sent  to  Albany  and  there 
sent  to  their  destination  by  a  stage  line  operated  by  Annanias  Piatt 
upon  the  authority  of  the  Legislature.  Stephen  Gorham  was  made 
deputy  postmaster  in  April,  1701,  lie  was  succeeded  in  the  summer 
of  1792  by  John  Lovett,  who  became  the  first  postmaster  of  Troy, 

As  earl)'  as  June  is,  L7S"i,  Rev.  Brandt  Schuyler  Lupton  preached  in 
Lansingburgh,  but  he  did  not  become  the  pastor  of  a  congregation 
until  November:!,  1788,  being  ordained  on  the  third  Sunday  of  that 
month  as  pastor  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  church.     The  fust 
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ch urcli  edifice  was  erected  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Richard  and 
fohn  streets  and  was  used  as  a  house  of  worship  until  is:!-.'.  The 
congregation  continued  in  existence  until  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  August  '.),  1702,  the  First  Presbyterian  chinch  was  organized 
and  the  corner  stone  of  the  building  subsequently  used  by  the  congre- 
gation as  a  house  of  worship  was  laid  July  5,  1703,  by  Rev.  Jonas  Coe, 
pastor  of  the  united  congregations  of  Lansingburgh  and  Troy.1  The 
church  was  dedicated  the  following  year.  It  was  built  on  the  north 
end  of  the  village  green  and  its  walks  were  made  of  brick  imported 
from  Holland  by  Levinus  Lansingh,  which  lie  originally  intended  to 
use  in  the  construction  of  a  residence  for  himself. 

The  Lansingburgh  library  was  opened  September  !),  1704,  with  Will- 
iam bell  as  librarian.  The  library  was  incorporated  by  act  of  the 
Legislature  February  "2  1,  1795,  the  incorporators  named  in  the  law 
being : 

John  Van  Rensselaer,  Jonas  Coe.  Nathaniel  Williams,  Silvester  Tiffany,  151  i jail 
Janes,  William  Bell,  Elisha  Putnam,  Hiram  Hopkins,  Benjamin  Tibbits,  John  D. 
Dickenson,  John  Wolcott,  Shubal  Gorham,  Malliew  Lyne,  Annanias  Piatt,  Joseph 
Alexander.  Levin  us  Lansing,  John  Gaston,  Herculus  Marriner,  John  Rockwell,  Jon- 
athan Burr,  David  Spalding,  Cornelius  Lansing,  Archibald  Campbell,  James  Hickok, 
Lewis  Becbe,  Nicholas  Schuyler,  Thomas  Rattoon ,  Wheeler  Douglass,  John  Keating, 
Michael  Henry,  Ashbel  Root,  Thomas  Bassell,  Stephen  W.  fohnson,  William  W. 
Wands,  John  Lovett,  William  Bradley,  Bela  Redfield,  Charles  Selden,  Jonas  Morgan, 
Simeon  Johnson,  lCzra  Hickok,  Abiel  Bugby,  Thonias Tiirner,  Zachariah  Garnwrick, 
Joseph  1).  Selden,  Joshua  Bumliam,  William  Sim,  David  Thompson,  lames  Reed, 
George  F.  Tcnnery,  Samuel  Stewart,  Jacob  A.  Lansing,  ( Inert  Van  Schoonhoven 
Isaac  Keeler,  Joseph  Lock  wood,  John  Hutchinson,  John  Hazard,  Hc/ekiah  Ketcham 
Xfathew  Gregory,  Depuy  Rosckrans,  Joseph  Robbins,  L;lores  Bancker,  Mathevv 
l\>ri  \  and  '  5«»nrj*c  Tibbits. 

The  trustees  named  in  the  charter  were  twelve  in  number: 

fohn  Van  Rensselaer,  John  I).  Dickenson,  Charles  Selden,  Benjamin  Tibbets, 
IC1ija.li  Janes,  John  Keating,  William  Bell,  Silvester  Tiffany,  Nicholas  Schuyler, 
Nathaniel  Williams,  Jonas  Coe  and  Gliert  Van  Schooilhoven. 

February  I",  1705,  the  Legislature  passed  a  law  providing  for  the 
paving  of  certain  streets  in  Lansingburgh  and  appointing  John  1). 
Dickinson,  James  pole,  Jonas  Morgan,  Annanias  Piatt,  Nicholas 
Schuyler,  John  Keating  and  Benjamin  Tibbits  commissioners  to  direct 
the  work  of  improvement.  The  streets  directed  to  be  paved  were  King 
street,  leading  from  what  was  called  South  street  to  Richard  street" 

1  Sec  history  of  l He  Kirst  Presbyterian  church  in  Tr&y, 
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Nortli  street,  leading;  from  Oueen  street  to  Water  street;  and  Hoosick 
street,  leading  from  Queen  street  to  Water  street. 

The  first  water  works  in  Lansingburgh  of  which  any  information  is 
in  existence  were  constructed  prior  to  or  during  1705.  In  December 
of  that  year  water  was  supplied  to  all  persons  desiring  it,  from  aque- 
ducts constructed  and  maintained  by  Luther  Kmes  &  Co. 

The  Lansingburgh  academy  was  chartered  by  the  Regents  of  the 
University  February  "20,  1700,  in  response  to  a  petition  signed  Decem- 
ber 24,  1705,  by  influential  residents  of  the  village. 

October  "20,  L790,  the  village  trustees  passed  this  resolution: 

Th;it  the  seal  of  the  corporation  shall  be  made  with  the  following  device  viz. :  a 
heart  festooned  with  an  "  L"  in  the  centre,  and  shall  be  kept  by  the  Clerk  for  the 
use  of  the  corporation. 

January  10,  IS()2,  this  preamble  and  resolution  was  adopted: 

Whereas,  The  seal  adopted  by  the  Trustees  of  Lansingburgh  on  the  20th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1796,  as  a  common  seal,  has  been  lost,  and  it  has  therefore  become  necessary 
to  adopt  another  instead  thereof;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  seal  of  the  corporation  be  au  oval,  with  an  "  L"  in  the  centre, 
ornamented  above  the  "L"  with  a  knot  of  ribband,  by  order  of  the  Trustees. 

JoSKl'll  Al.KXANDEK,  clerk. 

The  law  erecting  the  village  of  Lansingburgh  was  soon  found  to  be 
incomplete,  uncertain  and  restricted.  Upon  representations  to  this 
effect  made  to  the  Legislature  that  body,  February  hi,  1 70S,  enacted  a 
new  law,  in  which  it  was  decreed  in  part  as  follows: 

That  the  district  of  country  contained  within  the  following  bounds,  to  wit,  begin- 
ning at  a  point  in  the  division  line  between  the  counties  of  Albany  and  Rensselaer 
opposite  the  mouth  of  the  creel*  on  which  John  1).  Yanderhevdon's  mill  now  stands, 
from  thence  running  on  a  line  due  east  to  the  foot  of  the  first  range  of  hills  thence 
northerly  on  a  line  along  the  foot  of  the  first  said  range  of  hills  until  the  said  line 
strikes  the  north  bounds  of  the  said  farm  to  the  division  line  between  the  counties 
of  Rensselaer  ami  Saratoga  thence  along  the  westerly  line  of  the  said  county  of 
Rensselaer  to  the  place  of  beginning,  and  that  the  district  of  country  contained 
within  the  above  limit,  heretofore  supposed  to  be  that  part  of  the  town  of  Troy 
commonly  called  Lansingburgh  shall  hereafter  be  known  and  dis'inguished  by  the 
name  of  the  village  of  Lansingburgh  and  the  freeholders  who  may  from  time  to 
time  reside  within  the  aforesaid  limits  may  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  May  next  meet 
at  some  proper  place  by  any  justice  of  the  peace  within  said  village  to  be  appointed 
and  notified  to  the  inhabitants  thereof,  at  least  one  week  previous  to  the  said  third 
Tuesday  and  then  and  there  proceed  to  choose  live  discreet  freeholders  resident 
within  said  village  to  be  trustees  thereof  who  when  chosen  shall  possess  the  several 
powers  and  rights  hereinafter  specilied  and  such  justice  shall  preside  at  such  meet- 
ing and  shall  declare  the  several  persons  having  a  majority  of  votes  as  duly  chosen 
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trustees,  and  on  every  third  Tuesday  in  May  after  the  first  election  of  Trustees  there 
shall  in  like  manner  be  a  new  election  of  trustees  for  said  village  and  the  trustees 
for  the  time  being  shall  perform  the  several  duties  herein  required  from  such  justice 
in  respect  of  notifying  the  meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  the  said  village  and  presid- 
ing at  such  election. 

Provision  was  also  made  for  the  election  of  three  assessors,  a  col- 
lector, treasurer  and  "as  many  fire  wardens  as  the  trustees  for  the  time 
beino  or  the  major  part  thereof  may  order  and  direct."  The  duties  of 
the  village  officers  were  carefully  defined.  One  of  the  peculiar  provis- 
ions of  this  law,  which  was  in  reality  the  second  charter  of  the  village 
of  Lansingburgh,  is  contained  in  the  following  clause: 

That  if  any  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Lansingburgh  .  shall 
hereafter  be  elected  or  chosen  trustee,  or  to  the  office  of  assessor  or  fire  warden,  and 
having  notice  of  his  said  election,  shall  refuse,  den)',  delay  or  neglect  to  take  upon 
him  or  them  to  execute  such  office  to  w  hich  he  or  they  shall  be  elected,  then 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  trustees  .  to  assess  or  impose  upon  every  such  person 
or  persons  .  .  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  they  .  .  may  think  fit,  so  as 
such  line  for  each  refusal,  denial,  delay  or  neglect  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  dollars. 

March  150,  1  T'.'S,  by  act  of  the  Legislature,  Alexander  I.  Turner  and 
Adonijah  Skinner  were  given  the  exclusive  right,  for  five  years  begin- 
ning May  1,  1 708,  to  conduct  a  stage  line  between  the  village  of  Lan- 
singburgh and  the  town  of  Hampton,  Washington  county,  passing 
through  the  towns  of  Hebron,  Salem  and  Granville. 

The  Lansingburgh  Gazette  made  its  initial  appearance  September 
18,  L798,  Gardiner  Tracy  being  its  first  publisher.  Before  that  time, 
in  addition  to  the  Northern  Centinel  and  Lansingburgh  Advertiser,  the 
Federal  Herald,  the  American  Spy  anil  the  Northern  Budget  had  been 
started. 

In  tlie  reports  of  cases  adjudicated  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  judica- 
ture of  the  State  of  New  York  is  recorded  the  decision  in  the  case  of 
Van  Rensselaer  against  Dole,  a  unique  proceeding  for  damages  on  ac- 
count of  alleged  slander.  The  decision  in  the  case  was  handed  down 
in  April,  180(1,  and  since  that  time  at  least  one  lawsuit  of  a  similar 
nature  has  been  decided  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  the  decision  being 
based  upon  the  law  as  laid  down  by  the  presiding  judge  in  the  case  of 
Van  Rensselaer  against  Dole.  The  opinion  and  decision  in  the  case, 
being  so  unusual,  are  quoted: 

Van  Rensselaer  against  I  Jole.    This  was  an  action  of  slander.    The  declaration 
charging  the  defendant  with  speak i.g  of  the  plaintiff  and  others,  the  following 
49 
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words:  "  John  Keating  is  as  damned  a  rascal  as  ever  lived,  and  all  who  joined  his 
party  and  the  procession  or,  the  '1th  of  July,  (meaning  the  said  John  Van  Rensselaer 
and  the  party  and  procession,  in  which  the  said  John  Keating  acted  as  captain  on 
the  said  4th  of  July)  are  a  set  of  blackhearted  highwaymen,  robbers,  and  murderers." 
The  words  were  differently  charged,  with  sonic  additional  expressions,  in  the  other 
counts,  but  were  in  substance  the  same.     Plea  the  general  issue. 

The  cause  was  tried  before  Mr.  Justice  Benson,  at  the  last  March  sittings,  in  the 
city  of  Albany.  The  words  charged  were  proved  to  have  been  spoken  by  the  de- 
fendant. 

<  )n  the  part  of  the  defendant  it  appeared,  that  on  the  day  previous  to  the  speaking 
of  the  words,  there  had  been,  a  public  procession  to  a  chun  h  in  Lan.singburgh,  where 
the  parties  resided  ;  that  Keating  commanded  an  artillery  company,  which  formed 
part  of  the  procession,  attended  with  music ;  that  a  M  r,  Bird  claimed  one  of  the  instru- 
ments of  music,  a  bass  viol,  and  went  to  the  church  to  demand,  or  take  it,  but  it  was 
refused  to  be  delivered,  and  retained  by  force;  that  upon  this,  an  affray  ensued,  in 
which  Mr.  Bird  received  a  dangerous  wound. 

It  was  proved,  that  the  conversation,  in  which  the  words  were  spoken,  was  under- 
stood by  the  witnesses  to  relate  to  the  transactions  of  the  preceding  day,  and  that 
the  terms  highwaymen,  robbers,  and  murderers,  were  used  in  reference  to  the  treat- 
ment of  Mr.  Bird  in  withholding  the  bass  viol,  and  in  stabbing  him. 

The  judge  was  of  the  opinion,  that  the  words  being  spoken  in  relation  to  the  trans- 
actions of  the  preceding  day,  and  so  understood,  w  ere  thereby  explained,  and  on 
that  account  not  actionable.  The  jury,  nevertheless,  found  a  verdict  for  the  plain- 
tiff, for  50  dollars  damages  and  (!  cents  costs. 

The  defendant  at  this  term,  moved  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  that  the  verdict 
was  contrary  to  law,  and  the  evidence. 

Woodworth,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Van  Vechten,  for  the  defendant. 

Per  Curiam.  We  agree  in  opinion  with  the  judge  at  the  trial.  The  words  spoken 
by  the  defendant  were  clearly  understood  to  apply  fo  the  transactions  of  the  preced- 
ing day,  and  these  were  known  not  to  amount  to  the  charge  which  the  words  would 
otherwise  import.  Let  the  verdict,  therefore,  be  set  aside;  ami  there  being  no  q.ues 
lion  upon  the  evidence,  the  finding  of  the  jury  must  be  considered  as  contrary  to 
law,  and  it  is  therefore  ordered,  that  the  costs  abide  the  event  ol  the  suit. 

Kale  granted. 

The  limits  of  the  village  of  Lansingburgh  were  again  defined  by  the 
Legislature  April  2,  LS01 ,  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  point  in  the  division  line  between  the  counties  of  Albany  and 
Rensselaer,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  creek  on  which  John  D.  Van  Dcr  Heyden's 
mill  now  stands,  from  thence  running  on  a  line  due  east  to  the  fool  of  the  fust  range 
of  hills,  thence  northerly  on  a  line  along  the  foot  of  the  said  fust  range  of  hills,  until 
said  line  strikes  the  north  bounds  of  the  farm  of  Cornelius  Lansing,  and  on  which 
the  said  Cornelius  Lansing  now  lives,  thence  westerly  along  the  north  bounds  of 
said  farm,  to  the  division  line  between  the  counties  of  Rensselaer  and  Saratoga, 
thence  along  the  westerly  line  of  the  said  county  of  Rensselaer  to  the  place  of  be- 
ginning. 
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By  this  law,  or  amended  charter  of  Lansingbnrgh,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  village  were  accorded  additional  privileges  and  new  duties  were 
defined  for  them.  Provision  was  made  for  new  village  ordinances 
relative  to  markets,  streets,  drainage,  fire  department,  liquor  license 
and  many  other  matters,  all  of  which  were  left  in  the  hands  of  the  new 
trustees. 

The  structure  which  spans  the  Hudson  river  between  Lansingbnrgh 
and  Waterford,  Saratoga  county,  known  as  the  Union  bridge,  is  dis- 
tinguished as  being  the  oldest  wooden  bridge  in  the  United  States.  It 
stands  intact  to-day  as  strong  apparently  as  in  the  early  days  of  the 
century.  When  the  bridge  was  constructed  it  was  deemed  a  marvel  of 
engineering  skill.  How  the  public  looked  upon  the  structure  at  that 
lime  is  manifested  by  the  elaborate  character  of  the  exercises  which 
attended  its  opening.  The  Lansingbnrgh  Gazette  in  its  issue  of  De- 
cember -1,  180-1   said  : 

Union  bridge,  lately  erected  over  the  Hudson,  between  this  village  and  Waterford, 
was  yesterday  opened  for  passengers,  'the  particulars  of  the  celebration  of  this 
event  will  be  given  in  our  next  paper. 

The  next  issue  of  the  paper,  December  II,  1804,  devoted  more  than 
a  column  to  a  description  of  the  event.  Among  the  interesting  clauses 
it  contained  were  these: 

This  handsome  structure,  which  promises  to  be  of  durable  and  important  public 
utility,  was  commenced  early  the  present  season,  and  is  now  so  far  completed  as  to 
be  adjudged  by  the  proper  authority  lit  for  the  uses  of  travellers.  The  work  was 
executed  under  the  direction,  of  Theodore  Burr,  principal  architect;  by  James  Mc- 
Rlroy,  head  mason,  and  Samud  Shelly,  master  carpenter,  and  unites  a  degree  of 
strength  and  elegance  which  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  those  gentlemen. 

The  day  was  a  holiday  in  Lansingbnrgh.  A  "  very  numerous  pro- 
cession" was  formed  at  noon  at  Johnson  Ji  Judson's  hotel  and  marched 
to  the  bridge,  and  thence  across  to  Waterford,  "under  the  discharge 
of  seventeen  cannon,"  where  a  dinner  had  been  provided  at  Van 
Schoonhoven's  hotel  at  the  expense  of  the  stockholders  of  the  bridge. 
Among  the  prominent  persons  in  attendance  were  the  governor,  the 
secretary  of  slate,  the  comptroller,  "  and  a  large  number  of  respect- 
able gentlemen  from  Albany  and  the  adjacent  villages,"  who  "  partook 
in  much  harmony  and  conviviality."  The  structure  is  800  feet  long 
and  thirty  feet  wide,  comprising  four  arches,  which  are  supported  by 
three  pillars  and  two  abutments.  It  is  owned  by  the  Union  Bridge 
company,  of  which  Thomas  A.  Knickerbacker  is  president  and  fohn 
K  nicker  backer  t  reasurer. 
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As  early  as  1803  Rev.  Laban  Clark  and  Martin  Ruter  preached  to 
Methodist  congregations  in  Lansingburgh.  Seven  years  later  a  house 
of  worship  was  erected  on  the  bank  of  the  river  at  the  foot  of  Eliza- 
beth street  and  was  occupied  by  the  congregation  until  1827.  The 
church  was  regularly  organized  July  23,  L827,  and  February  15,  1S;>:s, 
the  trustees  of  the  society  bought  of  Derick  Lane  the  lot  on  the  south- 
west corner  of  North  and  Cjueen  streets,  where  a  church  was  after- 
ward erected.    The  first  regular  pastor  was  Rev.  S.  D.  Ferguson. 

The  First  Baptist  society  of  Lansingburgh  was  organized  June  11, 
180:5,  and  the  first  edifice  was  located  on  the  corner  of  John  and  North 
streets. 

During  the  war  of  1812  an  artillery  company,  of  which  Reuben  King 
was  captain  and  Caleb  Alien  lieutenant,  and  which  had  been  organized 
before  that  war,  was  sent  to  <  )gdensburg,  but  was  soon  afterward  sent 
home.  When  the  draft  was  ordered  for  the  155th  Regiment,  in  com- 
mand of  General  Gilbert  Eddy  of  Pittstown,  one-fourth  of  the  artillery 
company  was  required  for  service,  but  before  the  regiment  had  pro- 
ceeded further  than  Granville  hostilities  had  terminated  and  the  regi- 
ment was  dismissed.  When  Commodore  Macdonough,  the  distin- 
guished commander  of  the  flotilla  on  Lake  Champlain,  visited  Lans- 
ingburgh, April  .S,  18L5,  on  his  way  to  New  York,  he  was  welcomed  by 
a  large  concourse  of  citizens,  headed  by  a  committee,  who  presented  to 
him  a  pair  of  handsome  pitchers  and  a  dozen  goblets.  The  pitchers 
were  inscribed  on  one  side:  "Commodore  T.  Macdonough,  with  an 
inferior  force,  captured  the  British  squadron  on  Lake  Champlain  Sep- 
tember 11,  1814  ;  *  *  and  on  the  other:  "Presented  by  the  citizens  of 
Lansingburgh  to  the  Hero  of  Lake  Champlain."  The  goblets  were 
inscribed:  "The  citizens  ol  Lansingburgh  to  Commodore  Macdo- 
nough." The  gilt  was  acknowledged  in  a  letter  from  Commodore 
Macdonough  to  the  citizens'  committee,  consisting  of  fames  Hickok, 
David  Smith,  Ellas  Parmelee,  John  Topping,  Elijah  Janes,  Gardiner 
Tracy,  James  Adams  and  James  Reid. 

The  bank  of  Lansingburgh  was  incorporated  March  10,  L813,  begin- 
ning business  at  No.  53.1  State  street,  then  King  street.  Its  first  direc- 
tors were  Elijah  Janes,  Shubael  Gorham,  Abraham  C.  Lansing,  James 
Dennison,  Gardiner  Tracy,  James  Hickok,  James  Adams,  Jonathan 
Burr,  Timothy  Leonard,  Silvanus  J.  Penniman,  Flias  Parmelee,  John 
Stewart,  Calvin  Barker,  James  Dougrey  and  Asa  Burt.  Elijah  Janes 
was  the  first  president  and  James  Reid  the  first  cashier.    The  bank 


P.  ROMER  CHAPMAN. 


TOWN  OK  LANSINGBURGH. 


3813 


started  with  a  capital  of  $200,000,  of  which  §ii0,000was  paid  in.  Under 
the  general  banking  law  of  1838  reorganization  was  effected,  and  June 
20,  L8G6,  the  name  was  changed  to  National  Bank  of  Lansing  burgh. 
March  9,  L 8 0 0 ,  it  was  changed  back  to  a  State  haul;  and  called  the  Bank 
of  Lansingburgh.  Its  banking  house  was  located  on  the  northwest 
corner  of  State  and  Richard  streets.  After  a  career  of  sixty-four  years 
the  corporate  existence  of  the  Bank  of  Lansingburgh  ceased  March  19, 
1877,  its  last  president  being  Horace  W.  Day,  vice-president  Leonard 
f.  Abbott,  cashier  Alexander  Walsh,  teller  E.  H.  Leonard,  and  book- 
keeper William  C.  Groesbeck. 

In  1819  a  portion  of  the  town  of  Schaghticoke  was  annexed  to  Lans- 
ingburgh, which  contains  the  hamlet  of  Speigletown,  in  the  northeast- 
ern part  of  the  town.  This  hamlet  received  its  name  from  theVander- 
speigle  families,  early  settlers  of  the  southern  part  ol  the  town  of 
Schaghticoke. 

Soon  after  Hiram  lodge,  P.  &  A.  M.,  ceased  to  exist,  in  September, 
1822,  a  dispensation  was  granted  for  the  institution  of  Phoenix  lodge, 
which  was  organized  in  the  following  year.  A  history  of  the  lodge  will 
be  found  in  a  separate  chapter  dealing  with  Masonry  in  Rensselaer 
conn  ty. 

The  First  Universalist  church  was  organized  December  15,  1832,  but 
it  was  not  until  the  summer  of  183-1  that  a  small  wooden  house  of  wor- 
ship was  erected  on  the  southwest  corner  of  John  and  North  streets. 
The  society  ceased  to  exist  after  a  career  of  a  few  years  and  its  church 
edifice  was  sold  to  St.  John's  Roman  Catholic  congregation.  This 
congregation  was  organized  in  1840  or  |s|i  and  the  church  was  dedi- 
cated in  ISM  bv  Bishop  MeCloskoy  St.  Augustine's  Roman  Catholic 
chinch,  erected  in  1801  on  the  east  side  of  John  street  between  Eliza- 
beth and  Market  streets,  at  a  cost  of  $-1-0,000,  was  dedicated  May  (i, 
18G<>,  by  Bishop  Conroy  of  Albany.  Rev.  Thomas  (bilberry,  O.  S.  A., 
was  the  first  pastor.  St.  Augustine  Free  Institute  was  established 
December  I  3,  I8G9,  by  Rev.  Thomas  Gal  berry,  Edward  A.  Dai  lev,  Mi- 
chael J.  Collins,  Ellen  Wood  and  Mary  Sullivan  at  the  corner  of  John 
and  North  streets.  It  was  afterward  placed  in  charge  of  the  Sisters  of 
St.  Joseph  and  its  name  was  changed  to  St.  Augustine's  Free  Insti- 
tute. 

By  changes  made  in  the  bounds  of  tin.-  town  by  act  of  the  Legislature 
in  1SI5S,  that  portion  of  the  village  known  as  Batestown  became  a  part 
of  the  city  of  Troy. 
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Lansingburgh  was  visited  by  its  first  serious  fire  Sunday,  July  0, 
1S-U5,  when  nearly  two  entire  blocks  in  the  central  part  of  the  village 
were  destroyed.  The  fire  originated  about  4  r.  \i  in  the  stables  of  the 
Rensselaer  house  and  spread  with  great  rapidity.  The  lire  companies 
of  Troy,  Cohoes  and  Waterford  responded  to  the  call  for  assistance 
and  their  presence  doubtless  prevented  the  (lames  from  destroying  the 
entire  village.  About  twenty  five  buildings  were  totally  destroyed 
and  several  others  damaged.  The  burned  area  was  located  between 
State  and  Congress  streets  and  Elizabeth  and  Grove  streets.  Two 
weeks  later,  Sunday  evening,  July  23,  about  L0. 530  o'clock,  lire  which 
originated  in  Jacock's  barn  destroyed  about  twelve  more  buildings. 

The  Rensselaer  County  bank  was  established  January  1,  185:},  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $200,000  and  John  S.  Fake  as  president.  It  was  con- 
verted into  a  national  bank  in  June,  186/>,  but  six  years  later  it  resumed 
its  old  title.     It  ceased  to  exist  [illy  1.'!,  L872- 

The  -  J '  >  1 1 1  Regiment,  N.  Y.  State  Vols.,  the  history  of  which  is  con- 
tained in  a  preceding  chapter,  had  its  inception  in  Lansingburgh,  the 
first  full  company  for  that  regiment  being  organized  in  this  village.  It 
was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  Company  A,  with 
Samuel  King  as  captain,  John  II.  Campbell  as  lieutenant  and  Francis 
Dargen  as  ensign.  At  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Rim  Captain  Ring, 
Ensign  Dargen  and  five  privates  were  killed.  Lieutenant  Campbell 
succeeded  to  the  captaincy.  The  term  ol  service  of  the  company  and 
the  regiment  was  two  years  from  June  'I,  I  si;  I.  Company  K,  M>9th 
Regiment,  was  organized  by  Captain  Daniel  Ferguson  and  Second 
Lieutenant  E.  R.  Smith.  The  former  was  killed  at  the  explosion  of 
ihc  mine  at  Furl  Fisher.  The  term  of  service  of  ihc  company  was 
three  years  from  October  i'\  18(52.  Captain  Charles  S.  Holmes  and 
First  Lieutenant  Cornelius  Kelleher  were  members  of  Company  C, 
192nd  Regiment. 

The  Lansingburgh  soldiers  who  lost  their  lives  while  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  were: 

James  Clark,  George  Lemou,  Samuel  King,  David  Ferguson,  E.  M.  Smith,  Albert 
Smith,  Charles  Remington,  Arteritis  Wood,  James  Sickler,  George  Cook,  George 
Lester,  William  McMurray,  Edward  Remington.  James  Kirkpatrick,  Minot  A. 
Thomas,  Richard  Barret,  George  Williams,  James  Denison,  John  A.  Hardy,  Andrew 
McAusland,  Joseph  Whinnery,  William  Johnson,  Charles  Smith,  George  Van  Yilite, 
W.  S.  Carr,  William  Son,  John  Hardy,  George  H.  Hubbard.  Frank  Nittin,  William 
Bellj  Joseph  Stout,  Edwin  Moss,  E.  Alderdice,  William  Cottrell,  Melford  Clark, 
Robert  Bell,  Nicholas  Benjamin,  Joseph  Graham,  George  Brittoix,  Andrew  Kirk- 
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patrick,  William  Rafter,  Joseph  Rafter,  Daniel  McGovern,  Michael  Connors,  Al- 
mund  I).  Gardner,  Silas  Rowley,  Albert  White,  Jacob  Orth,  Simon  Ripley,  Hugh 
Lennon,  William  Cooper,  Andrew  Wright,  William  E.  Pratt,  Joseph  McKinney, 
H eman  Spotten,  Moses  ]£.  Newell,  Jerome  Lee,  C.  R.  Burlingame,  B.  S.  Williams, 
George  H.  Watson,  John  Trong,  Henry  Oliver,  Francis  Dargen,  William  O'KeefTe, 
Thomas  O'Keeffe,  Owen  O'Keeffe,  Cornelius  Murphy,  Lawrence  Sands,  Thomas 
Kelly,  I  high  Brady,  Christopher  Farrell,  Jarvis  Smith,  Thomas  Winters,  jnle  Pres- 
cott,  Louis  Delair,  William  McArlee,  John  Brady,  John  Broidy,  Richard  Walker, 

 Walker,  Lawrence  Dorsey,  Thomas  Hilroy,  George  Loomis,  Thomas  Bulson, 

Samuel  Stapleton,  William  Welsh.  Michael  Lnglish,  Corneller  Kelleher,  James 
O'Keeffe,  James  Pitzpatrick,  John  Brennan. 

March  -IS,  L875,  justice  Westbrook  of  the  Supreme  Court  granted  an 
order  for  the  appointment  of  John  P.  Albertson  as  secretary  of  the 
Exchange  Bank  of  Lansingburgh,  and  the  following  afternoon,  with 
trucks  and  workmen,  [saac  McConihe,  president  of  the  bank,  with  his 
counsel,  John  II.  Colby,  and  Mr.  Albertson,  came  to  Lansingburgh 
from  Troy  and  removed  the  safe,  books,  etc.,  loading  them  on  the 
trucks  and  taking  them  to  Mr.  McConihe's  office  in  Troy. 

[n  !  ss-j  Mrs.  Deborah  Powers,  then  ninety-three  years  of  age,  de- 
sired to  devote  a  portion  of  her  estate  to  the  use  of  those  who  had  been 
less  fortunate,  and  she  decided  to  found  a  home  for  aged  women. 
April  10,  iss:i,  she  purchased  the  property  now  known  as  the  Powers 
Home  for  <  >ld  Ladies,  formerly  called  the  Daniel  Davenport  home- 
stead, which  was  remodeled  and  another  story  placed  on  both  wings. 
The  first  inmate  was  received  December  20,  1883.  In  1  ss  I  the  build- 
ing was  again  enlarged.  The  grounds  embrace  a  half  block  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  village  between  Twenty-third  and  Twenty-fourth 
streets  and  Second  and  Third  avenues. 

On  the  morning  ol  Wednesday,  December  11,  1805,  a  small  house 
nil  Second  avenue,  just  below  Sixth  street,  was  burned,  the  flames 
causing  the  death  ol  Mrs.  Hannah  IDglin  Sliter  and  Mary  Harris,  the 
former  a  well-known  resident  of  the  village. 

Institutions  of  Lansinoiiuuc.ii. 

When  the  public  school  system  of  the  State  was  organized  by  the 
Legislature  in  1  807,  (diaries  Seidell  and  Thomas  Wallace  were  chosen 
as  the  first  school  commissioners  for  Lansingburgh.  Under  the  system 
of  supervision  by  town  superintendents  in  1ST1,  fohn  G.  Neal  was 
elected  to  that  office.  In  L847  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  permitting 
school  district   No.    1  oi    Lansingburgh   to  raise   by  taxation  money 
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enough,  in  addition  to  the  public  money,  to  establish  a  free  school. 
This  was  one  year  before  the  free  school  system  of  the  State  was  at- 
tempted by  tlie  Legislature,  and  four  years  before  the  fully  developed 
system  of  I8">1  was  established.  Prof.  James  C.  Comstock  was  made 
principal  of  the  new  free  school. 

The  Lansingburgh  academy  is  an  old  institution.  The  petition  for 
its  incorporation  was  signed  J  tecember  1795,  by  Benjamin  Tibbits, 
William  Bell  and  twenty-five  others,  and  the  charter  was  granted  by  the 
Regents  February  20,  L79G.  The  first  trustees  of  the  academy  were 
Rev.  Jonas  Coe,  John  D.  Dickinson,  John  Lovell,  William"  Bradley, 
Nicholas  Schuyler,  Michael  Henry,  George  Tibbits,  Christopher  Mut- 
ton, Annanias  l'latt,  Elijah  Janes,  Cornelius  Lansing,  Charles  Selden, 
Henlock  Woodruff,  Jonathan  Brown,  Philip  Smith,  fosiah  Mastersand 
John  Thompson.  The  first  building  was  erected  on  the  site  fronting 
the  old  "green,"  which  is  now  the  village  park.  It  was  of  wood,  and 
in  it  the  school  was  maintained  for  twenty-live  years.  A  new  building 
was  erected  in  1820  on  tne  north  side  of  Fourteenth  street  near  Fourth 
avenue.  In  that  building  the  school  has  since  been  maintained,  and 
under  the  charter  of  179(5.  The  first  principal  of  the  academy  was 
Chauncey  Lee.  After  him  came  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  I  Hatch  ford,  Norris 
Bull,  George  A.  Simmons,  afterwards  member  of  congress;  Alexander 
McCall,  E.  B.  Jones,  is:;,")  to  1838;  E.  B.  Foote,  LS40;  11.  White,  1  s  1 1 
to  181-2;  Ebenezer  I).  Maltbie,  1842  to  1847;  C.  G .  Pease,  L 847  to  L849; 
Rev.  Cyrus  Bolster,  1849  to  1851;  J.  Hooker  Magoffin,  J 85  1  to  1854; 
Rev.  John  Smith,  L854  to  L85(5;  Daniel  J.  Mann,  1.859  to  I860;  Peter 
R.  Furbeck,  1  SCO  to  18(55;  Lev.  A.  B.  Whipple  and  Henry  A.  Pierce, 
1870  to  IS?;!;  C.  T.  R.  Smith,  18715  to  Among  those  who  received 

their  early  education  at  this  time-honored  institution  were  Chester  A. 
Arthur,  afterwards  president  of  the  United  States;  Judge  (olin  K. 
Porter,  Thomas  G.  Alvord,  and  many  others. 

The  fire  department  of  Lansingburgh  was  organized  by  act  of  the 
Legislature  April  17,  1844,  with  Thomas  C.  Davenport  as  the  chief  en- 
gineer. This  volunteer  lire  department  came  to  an  end  December  !), 
187-1,  when  a  paid  department  was  organized  in  accordance  with  an  act 
of  the  Legislature,  the  first  chief  engineer  being  Thomas  H.  Mason; 
first  assistant,  John  Franklin;  foreman  of  hose,  William  M.  Lea;  assist- 
ant foreman,  Milford  Osborne  ;  superintendent  of  steamers,  John  Brooks  ; 
assistant  superintendent  and  engineer,  Frank  Spotten. 

Upon  the  failure  of  the  Bank  of  Lansingburgh,  the  only  one  in  the 
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village,  Albert  E  Powers,  son  of  Mrs.  Deborah  Towers,  became  its 
receiver.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  liquidation,  the  firm  of  D.  Powers 
&  Son  opened  a  bank  under  the  title  of  Bank  of  I).  Powers  &  Sons,  the 
other  partner  being  Nathaniel  P>.  Powers,  the  other  son  of  Deborah 
Powers.  From  March,  1877,  until  the  death  of  Deborah  Powers  May 
28,  1891,  the  mother  and  sons  jointly  conducted  the  hank  in  connection 
with  their  oilcloth  factory. 

The  factory  was  established  many  years  before  by  Deborah  Powers 
and  her  husband,  William  Powers.  The  couple  were  married  Febru- 
ary 2-3,  I S  1.0,  while  Mr.  Powers  was  teaching  school  in  Lansingburgh. 
Having  been  successful  in  experiments  in  the  manufacture  of  this  product, 
Mr.  Powers  abandoned  teaching  in  1821  and  devoted  his  t  ime  from  that 
lime  on  to  this  industry.  M  rs.  Powers  was  her  h  usband's  active  helper  in 
all  Ill's  experiments,  both  in  counsel  and  labor.  In  1828,  the  building 
they  occupied  being  too  small  for  the  accommodation  of  the  work,  the 
factory  now  standing  on  the  west  side  of  Second  avenue  was  erected. 
In  IX'l'.)  Mr.  Powers  lost  his  life  while  making  varnish  and  Mrs.  Powers 
was  also  severely  burned  in  the  same  accident.  But  she  bravely  de- 
termined to  carry  on  the  business,  which  she  did  with  great  success  to 
the  day  of  her  death,  amassing  a  great  fortune.  In  1842  Albert  E. 
Powers  was  admitted  into  the  business  as  his  mother's  partner,  and 
live  years  later  Nathaniel  I!.  Powers  became  a  member  of  the  firm,  Jona- 
than E.  Whipple,  who  had  become  a  partner  in  1832,  retiring.  After  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Powers  both  the  oilcloth  manufactory  and  the  bank  con- 
tinued under  the  ownership  of  the  two  sons. 

Since  the  failure  of  the  Bank  of  Lansingburgh  many  years  lie  fore  no 
State  or  National  incorporated  banking  institution  had  existed  in  Lans- 
ingburgh until  I SSS,  when,  October  P.),  it  was  decided  by  capitalists  of 
the  village  to  organize  a  bank  with  a  capital  stock  of  $68,500,  to  be 
paid  in  February  12,  1889,  with  a  limit  of  $250,000.  Subsequently  the 
capital  stock  was  reduced  to  $50,000  and  these  officers  were  elected: 
President,  J.  K.  P.  Pine;  vice-president,  Robert  C.  Haskell;  cashier, 
Edward  Van  Schoonhoven.  The  bank  was  named  the  People's  Bank 
of  Lansingburgh,  and  the  lot  No.  604  Second  avenue  was  purchased 
for  a  site  for  a  banking  building,  for  $2,000.  Ground  was  broken  No- 
vember 2,  1889,  and  the  bank  began  business  in  the  following  Feb- 
ruary. 

The  Leonard  hospital  was  incorporated  in  1893,  and  the  institution 
has  since  been  under  the  direction  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities.  The 
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property  was  formerly  owned  by  Mrs.  Hugh  L.  Rose,  who  was  a  daughter 
of  Dr.  Leonard,  and  when  she  died  she  directed  that  the  building  .should 
be  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  a  hospital.  I  ler  wishes  were  fuliilledand 
the  institution  was  named  in  honor  of  her  father.  It  is  located  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  Fourteenth  street  and  Sixth  avenue,  and  the  grounds 
surrounding  it  extend  from  Sixth  to  Seventh  avenues  and  from  Four- 
teenth to  Fifteenth  streets.  The  building  isa  two-story  brick  structure 
and  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  used. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  establishment  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian church.  The' second  church  edifice  was  commenced  in  1844  and 
opened  for  service  April  :i5,  1845.  In  180(5  and  18<>7  a  commodious 
chapel  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  §8,000,  and  since  then  the  church  has 
been  enlarged  and  remodeled  at  a  cost  of  $20,000.  The  work  was 
completed  in  the  summer  of  1870  and  the  edifice,  then  practically  a 
new  one,  was  dedicated,  the  sermon  being  preached  by  the  Rev.  Anson 
J.  Upson,  I)  D. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Lansingburgh  was  organized 
July  il'3,  18:i7.  The  first  house  of  worship  was  constructed  at  the  foot 
of  Elizabeth  street  near  the  river.  A  class  had  been  formed  as  early 
as  17H8,  and  in  180-'5  Rev.  Laban  Clark  and  Martin  Ruter  preached. 
In  1810  a  house  of  worship  was  erected,  and  in  1828  and  1820  a  church 
was  built  at  the  corner  of  North  and  Oueen  streets.  Rev.  S.  ]).  Fer- 
guson was  the  first  stated  pastor,  though  others  had  preceded  him  be- 
fore the  society  became  organized  in  due  form.  In  1848  a  new  church 
was  built  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Elizabeth  and  Congress  streets, 
which  has  been  enlarged  and  remodeled.  The  society  has  always  been 
a  prosperous  one. 

Tin.-  John  Street  Itaptist  church  was  organized  June  1  J,  1 803,  and  the 
first  church  edifice  was  on  the  cast  side  of  State  street  between  Hoo- 
sick  and  Lansing  streets.  September  <i,  1804,  the  work  of  erecting  a 
larger  and  more  convenient  church  was  begun  on  the  northwest  corner 
of  Congress  and  Richard  streets.  This  building  subsequently  became 
the  property  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  society  and  was  known  as 
Olivet  church.  It  later  was  given  over  to  secular  uses.  The  John 
Street  Baptist  church,  having  labored  under  heavy  financial  difficulties, 
was  finally  dissolved  in  1857  and  the  church  edifice  was  sold  to  satisfy 
a  mortgage.  The  society  was  reorganized  July  28,  1858,  with  A.  B. 
Whipple  as  pastor.  The  edifice  formerly  occupied  by  the  Second  Pres- 
byterian church  on  John  street  was  purchased  and  improved,  and  soon 
after  occupied. 
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The  Second  Presbyterian  church,  later  named  Olivet,  was  organized 
[line  24,  1835,  as  the  First  Free  Presbyterian  Society  of  Lansingburgh. 
Soon  after  organization  had  been  effected  a  brick  church  was  erected 
on  the  east  side  of  John  street,  between  Elizabeth  and  Richard  streets. 
The  first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Samuel  P.  Spear,  and  during  his  minis- 
try the  name  of  the  Organization  was  changed  to  that  of  the  Second 
Presbyterian  church  of  Lansingburgh.  May  17,  1801,  the  congrega- 
tion having  been  reorganized  as  Olivet  church,  it  purchased  the  prop- 
erty formerly  owned  l>y  the  Paptist  church,  located  on  the  northwest 
corner  of  Congress  and  Richard  streets.  In  IS??  a  chapel  was  erected 
on  the  northeast  corner  of  Clinton  and  Congress  streets. 

Trinity  Protestant  Episcopal  church  was  organized  January  />,  1804, 
and  the  first  house  of  worship  was  erected  on  the  corner  of  Market  ami 
John  streets.  The  first  rector  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  David  Butler,  who 
served  St.  Paul's  at  Troy  at  the  same  time.  The  church  was  destroyed 
by  fire  on  Christmas  morning,  1808,  but  was  rebuilt  almost  imme- 
diately, being  ready  for  occupancy  within  two  years.  The  new  edifice 
cost  about  $(10,000. 

The  Reformed  Presbyterian  church  of  Troy  and  Lansingburgh 
was  incorporated  December  1831,  hut  in  the  following  year  sold  its 
property  and  disbanded. 

The  Universalist  church  was  organized  in  1833,  its  edifice  being  lo- 
cated on  the  corner  of  North  and  John  streets  and  its  first  pastor  being 
the  Rev.  Charles  Woodhouse,  The  society  did  not  prosper  and  ulti- 
mately sold  its  property  to  St.  John's  Roman  Catholic  church  and  went 
out  of  existence. 

Si,  John's  church  was  the  first  Roman  Catholic  church  to  he  estab- 
lished in  Lansingburgh.  Its  first  house  of  worship  was  the  building 
purchased  of  the  Universalist  society,  located  on  the  corner  of  North 
and  John  streets,  which,  after  being  repaired,  was  consecrated  by 
Bishop  McCloskey  in  1844  as  "The  Catholic  Church  of  the  Village  of 
Lansingburgh."  The  first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  W.  P.  Hogan.  For  a 
while  it  was  known  as  St.  Joseph's  church.  The  new  church  was  built 
in  1804  and  given  the  name  of  St.  Augustine's. 

The  African  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  incorporated  May  18, 
1840,  and  after  a  career  of  twenty-five  years  it  ceased  to  exist.  The 
society  maintained  services  at  No.  549  Whipple  avenue. 

The  Free  Methodist  church  was  established  in  18GG  and  its  house  of 
worship  on  Ann  street,  south  of  Elizabeth,  was  dedicated  November 
15,  L807.     The  first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  George  E  Ferrin 
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The  Germondville  Union  church  of  North  Lansingburgh,  incorpo- 
rated July  23,  L 844-,  occupied  during  its  career  the  house  of  worship 
afterwards  owned  by  the  Methodist  church  at  Speigletown. 

The  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  the  Redeemer  started 
with  four  persons,  John  Knudsen  and  wife  and  John  II.  Lingenfelter 
and  wife.  During  the  summer  of  1889  Paul  Klingler,  a  student  in  the 
Lutheran  Theological  seminary  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  spent  his  vaca- 
tion in  an  effort  to  gather  together  the  anglicized  Lutherans  living'  in 
Lansingburgh,  and  succeeded  in  gathering  fifty  or  sixty  men,  women 
and  children.  The  time  having  arrived  for  Mr.  Klingler  to  return  to 
his  studies  in  the  seminary,  the  little  flock  was  left  without  a  shepherd. 
In  the  month  of  October  Rev.  Samuel  (!.  Finckel  came  from  Hartleton, 
Pa.,  to  organize  a  congregation.  In  I  )ecember  about  a  score  of  mem- 
bers were  incorporated,  bought  a  lot  ami  started  a  church,  the  corner 
stone  of  which  was  laid  about  March  !,  1890.  The  building  was  com- 
pleted and  opened  for  service  in  May,  1890. 

The  newspapers  of  Lansingburgh  have  been:  The  Northern  Centinel 
and  Lansingburgh  Advertiser,  established  May  "21,  1787;  the  Federal 
Herald,  established  May  5,  L788,  by  Babcock  &  Hickok;  the  American 
Spy,  April  8,  1791,  by  Silvester  Tiffany;  the  Northern  Budget  ;'  the 
Lansingburgh  Gazette,  September  12,  1798,  by  Gardiner  Tracy;  the 
Rensselaer  County  Gazette,  May  2,  182(1,  by  Jesse  C.  and  Jeremiah 
Young,  subsequently,  in  the  fall  of  18\!8,  becoming  the  Lansingburgh 
Democrat  and  Rensselaer  County  Gazette ;  the  Farmers'  Register,  Jan- 
uary 2."),  180)!,  by  Francis  Adancoui't;  the  Democratic  Press  and  Lans- 
ingburgh Advertiser,  January  13,  ls;;s,  by  William  J.  Lamb,  subse- 
quently becoming  the  Lansingburgh  henioer.u,  then  the  New  Adver- 
tiser; the  Litciai\  Cabinet,  November,  1811,  by  James  ].  Peck;  the 
Golden  Rule,  January  1,  L844,  by  Rev.  Rolla  J.  Smith,  changed  in  1847 
to  the  Young  Ladies'  Messenger;  the  Antiquarian  and  General  Re- 
view, 1847,  by  Rev.  William  Arthur,  who  established  it  in  Schenectady 
two  years  before;  the  Lansingburgh  Daily  Gazette,  Januarys,  18G0, 
by  Thomas  Mitchell  and  Alexander  Kirkpatrick;  the  Semi-Weekly 
Chronicle,  April  (j,  18(11,  by  1.  D.  Comstock ;  Our  Little  Paper,  Sep- 
tember 13,  1872,  by  E.  D.  Ayres;  The  Enterprise,  November  29,  1873, 
by  J.  C.  Comstock;  the  Lansingburgh  Courier,  December  24,  1875,  by 
Isaac  L.  Van  Voast  and  William  II.  Lngel;  Lansingburgh  Times,  estab- 
lished by  Alexander  Kirkpatrick. 

'  See  new  i|jupers,  history  of  Troy. 
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Among'  the  other  leading"  organizations  in  Lansingburgh,  the  Sans 
Sbuci  Yacht  club,  was  organized  October  12,  LS07;  the  Lansingburgh 
Choral  union  was  organized  March  20,  1879. 

[noustriks  of  Lansin<; uurg w. 

The  population  of  Lansingburgh  is  composed  largely  of  persons 
whose  business  is  located  in  Troy,  but  the  village  sustains  several 
manufacturing  concerns  which  contribute  g'reatl)'  to  its  wealth  and 
prosperity,  liven  while  'Pro}'  was  yet  a  comparatively  small  village 
Lansingburgh  enjoyed  an  immense  trade  with  Vermont  and  Northern 
New  York  in  grain,  beet,  pork,  butter,  cheese  and  other  produce. 
There  were  man)'  commission  merchants  or  "middle-men  "  in  the  vil- 
lage. In  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century  there  were  at  least 
a  dozen  warehouses  on  River  street  for.  storing  grain.  Lansingburgh 
was  then  the  centre  of  a  great  grain  trade,  buying  of  the  farmers  for 
many  miles  around  and  selling  at  Albany,  New  York  and  other  cities. 
About  18'2f>,  and  even  before  that  date,  there  were  several  leather  tan- 
neries in  operation  in  the  village.  Frederick  Forsyth,  Keating  Raw- 
son,  Cornelius  Lansing,  Asa  Burt  and  William  Guest  owned  the  most 
important  of  these.  There  were  also  a  number  of  slaughter  and  pack- 
ing houses,  among  them  being  those  of  Ives  &  Wilson,  Tobias  Loring, 
Noel  Atwood  and  Thomas  Turner.  Before  the  year  1800  there  were 
four  or  five  "ship  yards"  in  town,  where  sail  ing  vessels  for  navigation 
on  the  Hudson  were  made.  Armington  &  Hawkins  and  fohn  Stilson 
were  prominent  in  this  line.  The  oilcloth  industry  has  been  a  prom- 
inent one  for  many  years.  Reference  to  the  factors'  of  1'.  Powers's 
Sons  has  been  made  in  preceding  pages.  T.  C.  Davenport,  Jonathan 
K.  Whipple  and  -  -  Ferrin  engaged  in  the  business  at  an  early  daw 
Caswell's  rifle  factory  began  business  about  [812  or  1813.  Twenty- 
five  men  were  employed  for  many  years  in  the  three  shops.  Brush 
manufacturing  was  also  an  carl}'  industry,  David  McMurray  being  the 
pioneer  in  the  business.  All  of  his  five  sons — William,  fohn  G.,  Rob- 
ert, David  and  Moses-  were  engaged  in  the  same  business.  Large 
numbers  of  persons  were  employed  in  the  various  works  for  many 
years. 

fidwin  Chamberlain  established  a  carriage  factory  in  183G,  in  Troy, 
removing  to  Lansingburgh  in  IS58.  The  business  developed  to  large 
proportions  and  gave  employment  to  a  number  of  skilled  workmen. 
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The  Ludlow  Valve  Manufacturing  company,  which  was  located  for 
many  years  in  Lansingburgh,  made  preparations  in  I  890  to  move  t'  >  Troy 
and  occupy  a  part  of  the  former  plant  of  the  Troy  Steel  company  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  city.1  The  plant  was  originally  established  in 
Waterford,  but  was  removed  to  Lansingburgh  in  1872,  remaining  in  the 
village  for  twenty-four  years,  One  of  the  earliest  grist  mills  in  town 
was  started  about  1785  or  1790  by  —  -  Leversee,  near  the  Brunswick 
line.  There  were  also  several  other  grist  mills  and  a  number  of  lum- 
ber mills  in  town  Sherrill  &  Hedges  had  a  nail  factor}'  in  the  village, 
and  Fisher  &  Co.  conducted  a  thread  factory  for  a  few  years. 

James  McQuide  began  the  manufacture  of  brushes  about  IS,").!,  and 
eleven  years  later  he  erected  a  large  brick  building  for  use  as  a  factory. 
Subsequently  he  admitted  his  son,  [oseph  McOuide,  to  the  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  James  MeUuide  &  Son.  Sweney  &  Bradshaw 
be^an  the  manufacture  of  brushes  in  1S."i?.  The  linn  afterward  became 
Bradshaw  &  O' Bryan,  and  finally  John  ().  O'Bryan  became  sole  pro- 
prietor. The  brush  factory  of  George  Scott  was  established  in  1842. 
E.  &.  C.  Woods  began  the  manufacture  of  brushes  about  LS4o.  The 
Rensselaer  Waive  works,  now  located  in  Cohoes,  were  founded  in  Lans- 
ingburgh  in  is,"):',  by  1'.  Southwick.  S.  \'.  Arnold  subsequently  he- 
came  interested  in  the  business.  in  IS79  S  Y.  Arnold  &  I£.  L.  Rowe 
came  into  possession,  and  not  long  afterward  the  energies  of  the  pro- 
prietors were  turned  toward  the  manufacture  of  valves.  The  factory 
employs  a  large  number  of  experienced  workmen.  Hdvvard  Tracy  was 
tlie  founder  of  the  big  malt  house  in  Lansingburgh,  said  to  be  one  of 
the  largest  in  the  country.  Bilbrough's  knitting  mill,  founded  in  Cohoes 
in  L85-1  as  a  cotton  yarn  factory,  was  removed  to  Lansingburgh  about 
ISSO.  Cross  &  lloVt  established  a  brush  factor)'  in  the  village  in  I8ij«>. 
Frederick  M.  Hoy  I  succeeded  to  the  business  in  I8AS.  Milford  1.. 
Fancher  established  an  insurance  business  about  18f>8.  The  Cold 
Spring  ale  brewery  was  founded  early  in  the  century  by  John  Topping. 
A  brush  factory  was  started  in  187-1  byJamesReed.  About  I875A.  I'aden 
began  the  manufacture  of  carriages  and  sleighs.  Owen  Dennin  began 
the  manufacture  of  brushes  in  1874,  and  Curran  &  Barker  entered  the 
same  line  of  business  in  LS75. 

The  greatest  modern  industry  in  Lansingburgh  is  that  conducted  by 
the  United  Shirt  &  Collar  company.    This  concern  was  formed  bv  the 

1  Set-  history  of  the  industries  of  Troy.  ,, 
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consolidation  of  the  houses  of  James  K.  P.  Pine,  S.  A.  House's  Sons, 
Sanford  &  Robinson,  Beiermeister  &  Spicer  and  Marshall  &  Brings, 
and  was  incorporated  May  ?,  1890,  with  a  capital  of  §2,000,000.  Jul}' 
]  of  that  year  it  began  business  with  these  officers:  President,  Samuel 
B.  Sanford;  vice-presidents,  Frederick  Beiermeister,  jr.,  David  C. 
Briggs;  treasurer,  fames  K.  P.  Pine;  secretary,  Edward  O.  House. 
The  manufactories  which  comprise  this  giant  concern  had  all  been  in 
business  for  several  years,  ami  the  new  corporation  became  at  once  one 
of  the  greatest  in  the  world.  The  company  started  with  three  fac- 
tories—one in  Lansingburgh,  located  on  the  corner  of  Second  avenue 
and  Twenty-first  street;  the  Anchor  factory,  at  Nos.  509,  ."ill  and  "» I ;; 
River  street,  Troy,  and  the  factor)'  on  the  corner  of  Fifth  avenue  and 
Broadway,  Troy. 

One  of  the  largest  manufacturing  industries  in  Lansingburgh  is  that 
of  S.  Bolton's  Sons,  located  on  the  west  side  of  Second  avenue  in  the 
Fourth  ward.  It  is  known  as  the  Eagle  brewery  and  is  one  of  the  most 
important  ale  ami  porter  breweries  of  Northern  New  York.  The  firm 
now  consists  of  Samuel  Bolton,  jr.,  ami  Joseph  Bolton,  brothers.  Sam- 
uel Bolton,  jr.,  is  the  business  head  while  his  brother  attends  to  the 
practical  end  of  the  business.  The  establishment  has  gained  a  high 
reputation  and  itsoutput  is  enormous.  Employment  is  given  to  a  large 
number  of  hands.  Samuel  Bolton,  jr.,  is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens 
of  the  village.  He  is  interested  in  the  banking  business  and  his  real 
estate  holdings  are  large,  the  firm  being  among  the  largest  taxpayers 
of  the  village.  The  business  was  established  in  18G5  by  the  father  of 
the  present  members  of  the  firm,  who  came  from  England.  From  a 
small  beginning  it  has  grown  to  its  presenl  proportions  and  produces 
for  its  owners  large  fortunes. 

St'l'KK  VISORS  ol    THE  TOWN  OF  LANSINO  HURO  U. 

1K07-  lsi:S,  Cornelius  Lansingh ;  1 81-1—183 6,  James  Hickok;  1817-1823,  Levi  Coley  ; 
1824-1820,  Jacob  C.  Lansing;  1827,  Elias  Parmelee;  1828-1830,  E.  W.  Walbridge; 
1831-1832,  Jacob  C.  Lansing;  1833-1836,  John  C.  Filkius;  1837-1839,  John  M.  Cas- 
well; 1810-1843,  Jonathan  E.  Whipple;  1844,  Edwin  Filley;  1S45,  John  C  Eilkins; 
1840,  Charles  C.  Parmelee,  1847-1848,  Edward  1'.  Pickett;  1849,  Thomas  II.  Fisher; 
18<r>0,  James  I.  Adams;  1851,  William  P.radshaw ;  1852-1855,  (i.  W.  Cornell;  185(1. 
Marcus  L.  Filley;  1857-1858,  James  I.  Adams;  1859,  Albert  E.  Powers;  1800,  John 
S.  Fake;  1861,  Edward  P.  Pickett ;  1*02-1*05,  Jonathan  E.  Whipple;  1866,  William 
A.  Flack;  1867-1808,  James  Dougrey;  1809-1873, Peter B.  King;  1874,  A.  A.  Peebles; 
1875-1877,  John  C.  Pushee;  1878,  A.  A.  Peebles;  1879-1882,  James  II.  Spotten; 
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1882-1887,  John  M.  Chambers;  1888-188!),  Isaac  G.  Flack;  1890-1892,  Eugene  L. 

Demers;  18!);!,  Isaac  G.  Flack,  John  Roach,1  1894,  II.  W.  Gordinier;  1895  , 

Eugene  L.  Demers. 

Cl.KKKS  01''    I'HK  ToW'N    OK    L-ANSING  I'll)  RG  H, 

1807-1815,  Fbenezer  W,  Walbridge;  L810  1818,  James  Adams;  i819-1823,  Jacob 
C.  Lansing;  1824,  Ebeuezer  \V.  Walbridge;  1.825  1830,  Jabez  F.  Parmelee;  1831- 
1832,  Cornelius  L.  Tracy;  1833-1839,  Jabez  F.  Parmelee;  1840-1846,  John  G.  Meal; 
1847,  John  V.  Lansing;  1848,  Lorenzo  D.  Aldrich ;  184.9  1850,  J.  F.  Knickerbocker; 
1851,  Isaac  Ransom;  IS52,  Lorenzo  I  >.  Aldrich;  1S53,  Charles  Clark;  1854,  Jacob 
M.  Adams;  1855,  Mil  ford  L.  Fancher;  1850,  Charles  VV.  Hasbrouck;  1857,  James  W. 
Mills;  1858-1864,  Daniel  King;  1805,  Francis  Rising;  1866,  John  Hell,  1807-1869, 
William  Davenport;  1870-1872,  Josiah  E.  West;  1873,  John  A.  Jones ; .  1874,  John  R. 
Engle;  1S75,  Joseph  K.  ( )'  Kcillcv  ;  1870,  Leonard  A.  Groesbeck;  1877,  Walter  H, 
Ogden;  1878,  Charles  R.  Porter;  1879,  William  II.  slmmway  ,  -  1880,  William  Gilles- 
pie; 1881,  John  Ames;  1882-1883,  K.  Warren  Barker;  1884-1885,  Robert  A.  Gibson; 
1886-1887,  Crasto  M.  Clark;  1888-1889,  E.  Fred  De  Witt;  1890,  Allied  J.  Moss;  1891, 
lames  Orr,  jr.;  1892,  John  W.  Whike;  181):!,  George  E.  McMurray;3  1894-1895, 
George  E.  McMurray;  1890  ,  Nathan  T.  Shaw. 

Jusi'iCKS  ni    iin   Pkack  ok  Lansing  uurgh. 

(Appointed  by  the  courts.) — 1823,  Jonathan  Choate,  Andrew  Follett,  Rbenezer  W. 
Walbridge,  R.  W.  Llorr;  1827,  John  Hall,  R.  W.  Horr,  Jonathan  Choate;  1828, 
Charles  Tibbet.  Jacob  C.  Lansing;  1830,  Andrew  Follett,  R.  W.  Horr;  1832,  Augus- 
tus Filley. 

(Elected  at  the  annual  town  meetings.) — 1830,  Benjamin  W.  Horr,  1831,  Augustus 
Filley;  183",  Jacob  C,  Lansing;  1833,  Marcus  R.  Filley,  Andrew  Follett;  1834,  An- 
drew Follett;  1835,  John  M.  Caswell,  John  S.  Fake,  Daniel  Whiting;  1836,  John  S. 
Fake;  1837,  Marcus  L.  Filley;  1838,  Andrew  Follett,  Richard  L.  McDonald;  1839, 
Richard  I..  McDonald.  1810,  Philipp  T.  llcartt,  2nd;  1811,  Marcus  L.  Filley,  Charles 
v'  I'. nun-Ice,  1812,  Stephen  S.  Hunt;  1843,  John  F.Miller;  1814,  Charles  C.  Parme- 
lee; 1815,  Marcus  L.  Filley ;  1840,  Stephen  S.  I  hint ;  1847,  John  F.  Miller;  1848,  Isaac 
Ransom,  John  G.  Neal,  EbenezerC.  Barton,  John  Ilcartt;  18-19,  James  Dougrey;  1850, 
John  1 1  cart  t ;  1851 ,  John  V,  Lansing ;  1852,  Isaac  Ransom  ;  1853,  Turner  Barton,  Chaun- 
cey  W.  Parnham,  Marcus  L.  Filley;  1854,  Charles  J.  Lansing;  1855,  James  W.  Mills; 
1850,  Isaac  Ransom;  1857,  Daniel  King  1 858,  Charles  J .  Lansing;  1. S.V.I,  George  If.  Her- 
man; 1800,  Isaac  Ransom  ;  1861,  Daniel  King;  1802,  Charles  J.  Lai. sing;  1803,  Eugene 
Hyatt;  1864,  George  II.  Herman.  18(15,  Abel  Whipple;  1866,  Charles  J.  Lansing;  1807. 

'  Isaac  G.  I'Mack  was  declared  elo<  tod  March  7,  I.W,  by  I  In-  board  of  canvassers  and  held  office 
until  October  M,  18IKI,  when,  by  order  ol  the  court,  the  board  ot  canvassers  reconvened  and  de- 
clared |ohn  Roach  elected  supervisor. 

''  Resigned  September  ~,  1879,  and  William  Gillespie  appointed  in  his  place  by  Lhe  town  board. 

3  By  order  "l  the  court  Janus  II.  Pagan  was  declared  elected  to  the  office,  lie  superseded 
Mr.  McMurray  and  served  from  October  12,  l.siltf,  to  March  5,  I89J. 
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1882-1887,  John  M .  Chambers;  1888-1889,  Isaac  G.  Flack;  1890-1892,  Eugene  L. 
Demers;  18!);!,  Isaac  G.  Flack,  John  Roach ;'  1894,  H.  W.  Gordinier;  1895-  -  — , 
Eugene  L.  Demers. 

Cm  kks  ok  i  in.  Town  ok  Lansinguuroh, 

1807-1815,  Fbenezer  W.  Walbridge;  1816-1818,  James  Adams;  1819-1823,  Jacob 
C,  Lansing;  1824,  Fbenezer  \V.  Walbridge;  1835  18-30,  Jabez  F.  Parmelee;  1831- 
1832,  Cornelius  L.  Tracy;  1833-1839,  Jabez  F,  Parmelee;  1840-1846,  John  G.  Neal ; 
1847,  John  V.  Lansing;  1848,  Lorenzo  1).  Aldrich ;  184.9-1850,  J.  F.  Knickerbocker; 
1851.  Isaac  Ransom;  1852,  Lorenzo  1  >.  Aldrich;  1853,  Charles  Clark ;  1854,  Jacob 
M.  Adams;  1855,  Milford  L.  Fancher;  1856,  Charles  VV.  Hasbrouck;  1857,  James W. 
Mills;  1858-1864.  Daniel  Ring;  1 865,  Francis  Rising;  !*<;«,  John  Bell;  1867-1869, 
William  Davenport;  1870-1872,  Josiah  E.  West;  1873,  John  A.  Jones ;..  1874,  John  R. 
Engle;  1875,  Joseph  12,  O'Reilley;  IN76.  Leonard  A.  Groesbeck;  1S77,  Walter  II. 
Ogden;  1878,  Charles  E.  Porter;  IS79,  William  II.  Shutmvay  ;  -'  1880,  William  Cilles- 
pie;  1881,  John  Ames;  1882-1883,  E.  Warren  Barker;  1884-1885,  Robert  A.  Gibson; 
1886-1887,  Crasto  M.  Clark,  1888-1889,  E.  Fred  De  Witt;  1890,  Alfred  J.  Moss,  1891, 
fames  Orr,  jr.;  1892,  John  W.  Whike;  1893,  George  F.  McMurray; 3  1894-1895, 
George  E.  McMurray  ;  1896  ,  Nathan  T.  Shaw. 

J  us  ini  s  in    nil    Pkack  oi<   Lansin<;  liuuc  ii. 

(Appointed  by  the  courts.) — 1823,  Jonathan  Choate,  Andrew  Follett,  Ebenezer  W. 
Walbridge,  B.  W.  1 1  orr;  1827,  John  Hall,  R.  W.  Horr,  Jonathan  Choate;  1828, 
Charles  Tibbet,  Jacob  C.  Lansing;  1830,  Andrew  Follett,  B.  W.  Horr;  18:12,  Augus- 
tus Filley, 

(Elected  at  the  annual  town  meetings.) — 1830,  Benjamin  W.  Horr;  1831,  Augustus 
Filley;  183°,  Jacob  C.  Lansing;  is:!:'.,  Marcus  L.  Filley,  Andrew  Follett;  1834,  An- 
drew Follett;  1835,  John  M.  Caswell,  John  S.  Fake,  Daniel  Whiting;  1836,  [ohn  S. 
Fake;  1837,  Marcus  L.  Filley;  1838,  Andrew  Follett,  Richard  L,  McDonald;  1839, 
Richard  1..  McDonald.  1810,  Philipp  T.  11c, nil. 2nd.  1811,  Marcus  L.  Filley,  Charles 
C  I'.uiuclee,  I  s  12,  Stephen  S.  1  Lint ;  1843,  John  F.  Miller;  18-14,  Charles  C.  Panne- 
lee;  1815,  Marcus  L.  Filley;  18-16,  Stephen  S.  Hunt ;  1847,  John  F.  Miller;  1848,  Isaac 
Ransom,  John  G.  Neal,  Fbeue/.cr  C.  Barton,  John  Heartt ;  1819,  James  1  )ougrey  ;  1850, 
John  1  leant ;  1851, John  V.  Lansing ;  1852,  Isaac  Ransom  ;  1853,  Turner  Barton,  Chann- 
cey  W.  Farnham,  Marcus  L.  Filley;  185-1,  Charles  J.  Lansing;  1855,  James  W.  Mills; 
1856,  Isaac  Ransom  ;  1857,  Daniel  Ring  1858, Charles  J.  1  .ansing;  1859, George  H.  1  ler- 
man  ;  1860,  Isaac  Ransom;  1801,  Daniel  King;  1862,  CharlesJ.  Lansing;  1863,  Eugene 
Hyatt;  186-1,  George  II.  Herman;  1805,  Abel  Whipple;  1806,  CharlesJ.  Lansing;  1867, 

'  Isaac  ti.  Mack  was  declared  elected  March  ',,  I8!)3,  by  the  board  oC  canvassers  anil  held  nlVicu 
until  October  1;!,  18!M,  when,  by  order  of  the  court,  tin-  board  of  canvassers  reconvened  and  de- 
clared John  lioaeh  elected  supervisor. 

5  Resigned  Sepl  ember     1870,  and  William  Gillespie  appointed  in  his  place  by  I  In-  town  board, 
3  By  order  ol  the  court  James  II.  Fajfan  was  declared  elected  to  the  office.    He  superseded 
Mi.  McMurray  ami  served  froui  October  12,  ISOiJ,  to  Marcli  5,  JS'.U. 
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Alfred  Seaman  ;  1808,  John  George  Neal,  jr.  ;  1869,  George  H.  Herman;  1870,  Charles 
J.  Lansing;  1871,  Thomas  C.  Davenport;  1872,  Alfred  Seaman  ;  1873,  George  II.  Her- 
man; 1874,  C.  H.  Denio;  1875,  Thomas C.  Davenport;  187C,  Henry  E.  Hawkins;  1877, 
Edwin  R.  Smith,  Robert  B.  Stiles;  1878,  Charles  J.  Lansing;  1870,  Robert  B.  Stiles; 
l880,Thomas  C.  Davenport;  1881,  Henry  E.  Hawkins;  1882,  Charles  j.  Lansing;  1883, 
Edwin  R.  Smith;  1884,  Robert  B.  Stiles;  1885,  Henry  E.  Hawkins;  188(1,  George  V. 
Gould;  1887,  Edwin  R.  Smith;  1888,  Robert  B.  Stiles;  Isaae  L.  Ransom  (to  fill 
vacancy);  1880,  Alfred  Seaman  ;  1890,  Henry  E.  Hawkins;  1891,  Isaac  L.  Ransom; 
18£2,  Robert  B.  Stiles ;  1893,  Edwin  R.  Smith  i1  1894,  Henry  E,  Hawkins;-  1895, 
Andrew  Meneeley;  J.  Charles  Knudson,  (to  fill  vacancy);  1890,  George  B.  Lucas; 
Louis  Renhart  (to  fill  vacancy). 

Presidents  of  the  Vim. auk  of  Lansingijurgh. 

1791,  Abraham  J.  Lansingh;  1792,  Levinus  Lansingh;  1793,  Aaron  Lane;  1794, 
John  Van  Rensselaer;  1795-1798,  James  Hiekok;  1711!)  1800,  Elijah  Janes;  1 801- 
1805,  John  D.  Dickinson;  1806-1808,  David  Allen;  1809,  E.  W.  Walbridge;  1810, 
James  Hickok ;  1811-1831,  records  missing;  1832-1834,  John  M.  Caswell  ;  1835,  Will- 
iam MeMurray;  1836-1837,  John  M.  Caswell;  1838,  E,  W.  Walbridge;  1839,  Nicholas 
Weaver;  18-10,  John  1',.  Chipman;  1841,  Nicholas  Weaver;  1842,  John  B.  Chipman; 
1843-1846,  John  S.  Pake;  1847,  John  C.  Filkin;  1848,  John  R.  Chipman;  1K49.  John 
G.  MeMurray;  1850,  John  E.  Whipple;  1851,  Bailey  G.  Hathaway;  1852,  John  G. 
MeMurray;  1853,  Henry  A.  Mercer;  1854,  Joseph  Fox;  1855,  F.  R.  Leonard;  1856, 
John  G.  MeMurray;  1857,  Thomas  Curran ;  1858,  Henry  A.  Mercer;  1859,  Bailey  G. 
Hathaway;  1860,  Charles  Clark;  1861,  J.  E.  Whipple;  1862-1863,  Robert  Dickson; 
1864,  Edward  R.  Pickett;  186'5-1866,  Robert  Dickson;  1867-1868,  William  Allen; 
1869-1872,  Seth  R.  Welch;  1873-1875,  Robert  Dickson;  1876,  James  McQuide;  1877- 
1878,  Charles  II.  Dauchy;  1879-1880,  Frederick  E.  Draper;  1881-1882,  James  Mc- 
Quide; 1883-1884,  C.  W.  Witbeck;  1885-  1886,  J,  G.  Flack;   18s;  .1890,  William  Van 

Kleeck ;   1891-1892,  J.  T,  Denniu;   1893-1894,  James  H.  Hallen;   1895  .John 

Magee. 

Cll-UkS  OF    nil-.   Yll.l.Alil'    OF  I,ANSINi;i!UKC.!l. 

1701  17115,  John  D.  Dickinson;  1796-1805,  Joseph  Alexander;  1806-1808,  Charles 
Selden;  1809  -1810,  James  Dougrey;  ISl  1-1831,  records  missing;  1832-1835,  Marcus 
L.  Filley;  1836,  Richard  McDonald;  1837,  Marcus  L.  Filley;  1838,  Richard  Me. 
Donald;  1839,  Cornelius  L.  Tracy ;  1 840  1 84 1 ,  Richard  McDonald;  1842,  Stephen 
S.  Hunt;  1843,  Walter  Chipman;  184.4,  Stephen  S.  Hunt;  .1845-1847,  Charles  C. 
Parmelee;  1848,  Isaac  Ransom;  1849-1850,  J.  F.  Knickerbocker;  1851,  Isaac  Ran- 
som; 1852,  Hiram  Bleekman;  1853  1855,  Bailey  G,  Hathaway,  1856,  William  J. 
Lamb;  1857,  James  D.  Comstock;  1858-1864,  Daniel  King;  1865-1866,  Louis  Ran- 
som; 1807,  John  W.  Gaston;  1808,  John  Higgins;  1869,  S.  R.  Rirkpatrick;  1870 
1871,  John  M.  Chambers;  1872,  John  R.  Burke;  1873,  Milo  Thompson ;  1874-1876, 

1  Held  office  until  October  12,18!l3,  when,  by  order  of  the  court,  Russell  Porter  was  declared 
elected  for  the  balance-  of  the  term,  and  while  in  office 

2  Died  in  office. 

51 
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C.  W.  Witbeck;  1877,  John  Quinn;  1H78-1881,  C.  W.  Witbeck;  1882-1886,  Oliver 
McMurray;  1887-1808,  John  T.  Graham;  189J  ,  George  Gramin. 1 

TREASURERS  OK   Til  E  Vl  I.LAC.  k  OK  L  ANSING  HU  KG  H. 

1791-1792,  Aaron  Lane;  1793-1795,  William  Bell;  1190-174)7,  Joseph  Alexander; 
1798,  William  Bell;  1799-1805,  Charles  Seidell ;  1806-1810,  E.  W.  Walbridge;  1811- 
1831,  records  missing;  1832-1833,  Horace  Janes;  1834-1838,  JabezF.  Parmelee;  1839- 
1846,  Gerrit  Fort;  1847-1848,  Bailey  G.  Hathaway;  1849-1850,  Charles  Hitchcock; 
1851,  John  Mains;  1852,  Edward  P.  Pickett ;  1853-1855,  Stephen  Heimstreet ;  1850- 
1.861,  Edward  P.  Pickett;  1862,  Patrick  Fitzgerald;  1863,  Edward  P.  Pickett;  1864, 
Edwin  Adams;  '  805-1866,  Milford  L.  Fancher;  1867,  Bailey  G.  Hathaway;  1868, 
Edward  P,  Pickett;  1809-1873,  Edwin  Adams;  1874-1878,  Thomas  Rourke ;  1879- 
1880,  Josiah  E.  West;  1887-1890,  H.  S.  Dickson;  1891-1892,  R.  C.  Comeskey;  1893- 
1894,  Jacob  H.  Whyland;  1895  ,  E.  Warren  Banker. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 
TOWN  OF  GREENBUSH 

The  town  of  Greenbnsh,  called  by  the  Dutch  Greene  Bosch,  from  the 
pine  woods  covering'  the  flats,  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  town  of 
North  Greenbush,  on  the  west  by  the  Hudson  river  and  on  the  east 
and  south  by  the  town  or  East  Greenbush.  The  Indians  called  the 
territory  embraced  in  the  limits  of  the  town  Petuquapoem  and  Juscum 
catick.  Later  on  it  was  known  as  De  Lad's  Bury",  named  after  the 
historian  Pe  Lact,  one  of  the  original  co-directors  of  Rensselaerwyek. 
The  town  as  originally  laid  out  contained  about  sixty-four  square  miles 
and  included  all  of  the  present  towns  of  Last  Greenbush,  North  Green- 
bush, apart  of  the  town  of  Sand  Lake  and  a  small  portion  of  the  terri- 
tory which  was  annexed  to  Troy  in  ISihi. 

Just  when  the  town  of  Greenbush  was  first  settled  is  not  positively 
known,  but  settlements  existed  there  as  early  as  1C2S,  and  were  very 
nearly  contemporaneous  with  those  made  on  the  west  side  of  the  river, 
or  in  Albany.  Three  years  later  than  this  date,  or  in  10U1,  it  is  known 
that  Gerrit  Tunnis  De  Rene-  occupied  a  farm  in  Greenbush,  but  how 

1  Credit  is  due  Mr.  Uramm  for  material  assistance  in  the  compilation  of  this  chapter. 
'See  page  8il,  history  of  Rensselaer  county. 
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long  he  may  have  been  settled  tliere  it  is  impossible  to  determine.  In 
all  probability  settlements  were  made  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  as 
early  as  upon  the  west  side,  making  (ireenbush  coeval  in  its  settlement 
with  Albany. 

Among  the  first  settlers  were  several  families  who  came  over  in  10)50 
from  the  Texel  in  Captain  fan  Brouwer's  ship  Kendracht.  Soon  after 
others,  who  came  over  in  the  ship  Rcnsselaerswyek,  located  here. 
They  included  Van  Buren  Maessen  and  Catalyntje  Martensen,  his 
wife,  and  Cornelis  Maessen.  Van  Bnren  had  five  children,  Hendrick, 
Martin,  Maas,  Steyntje  and  Tobias,  the  first  of  whom  was  horn  on  the 
voyage  to  America.  Van  Bnren  Maessen  had  a  farm  on  Papsknee  isl- 
and. Tennis  Cornelissen  Van  Vechten  came  over  in  1031  and  eleven 
years  later  lived  on  a  farm  in  the  southern  part  of  (Ireenbush.  At  the 
same  time  Tennis  Dircksen  Van  Vechten,  who  came  over  with  his  wife 
and  child  in  the  Arms  of  Norway,  had  a  farm  north  of  that  of  the 
former.  As  early  as  1(542  a  brewery  was  in  operation  in  Greenbush  by 
Evert  Pels  Van  Steltyn.  Before  1049  Gysbert  Cornelissen  Van  Wesepe, 
sometimes  called  Gysbert  op  cle  Berg,  occupied  a  farm  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  town,  which  subsequently  became  the  property  of  Joachim 
vStaats.  Most  of  the  records  for  the  next  century  are  missing.  Some- 
time before  1707  farms  located  on  the  present  site  of  the  village  of 
Greenbush  were  rented  of  Van  Rensselaer  by  Peter  Douw,  John  Wit- 
beck,  Henry  Cuyler  and  others.  A  large  farm  including  most  of  the 
site  of  the  village  of  Greenbush  was  purchased  July  ;27,  17S0,  by  Van 
Rensselaer,  of  the  Indians.  This  territory  was  called  by  them  Semes- 
sick.  Seven  years  later  he  purchased  more  land,  mostly  south  of  his 
first  purchase,  giving  him  a  property  of  over  700,000  acres. 

The  records  show  that  as  early  as  the  year  a  ferry  was  estab- 
lished by  Hendrick  Albertsen  running  from  the  mouth  of  Beaver  Creek 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river  to  the  spot  now  known  as  the  south  ferry 
in  Greenbush.  Gerrit  Smith,  who  was  commissioned  sellout  or  sheriff 
of  Rensselaerwyck  in  L0o2,  was  a  resident  of  (Ireenbush  from  the  start. 
Reference  to  the  records  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Albany  county 
clerk  show  that  he  had  several  neighbors.  Other  records  extant  show 
that  some  of  the  inhabitants  had  engaged  in  commercial  pursuits  and 
even  in  manufactures  before  he  arrived  at  Greenbush.  In  September, 
1657,  Cornells  Cornelissen  and  Jan  Witmoudt  sold  at  auction  their 
brewery  in  Greenbush,  the  same  being  purchased  by  William  Brouwer 
for  I , "207  guilders,  for  which  sum  Cornelis  Wincopp  became  surety. 
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The  records  of  the  colony  also  show  that  Jan  Janse  Oothout  was  a 
brewer  in  Greenbush  about  the  same  time.  He  left  three  sons  and 
three  daughters.  One  of  his  daughters  married  Cornells  Hendrikse 
Van  Ness,  who  came  to  Beverwyck  in  1042.  By  this  marriage  Van 
Xess  had  three  sons,  Hendriek.  Jan  and  Gerrit.  He  married  the  sec- 
ond time  Maritie  Dameus,  a  widow. 

February  8,  1661,  Anderies  Herbertsen  and  Rutger  Jacobsen  pur- 
chased of  the  Indian  owners — Maghsaput,  alias  Machackniemanauw, 
Sansewanenwe,  Paneenseen  and  a  squaw  named  Pachonakeliick,  "be- 
ing among  the  chiefs  of  the  Mahikandus  "  (Mohegans) — "a  certain 
island  named  Pachonakeliick,  lying  in  the  river  obliquely  opposite 
Bethlehem  and  by  the  Dutch  named  the  Long  or  Mahikanders'  Isl-  • 
and."' 

At  a  convention  held  at  Albany  August  24,  1080,  this  resolution  rela- 
to  Greenbush  was  adopted : 

The  24th  day  of  August.  Wilt,  Resolved  that  ye  inhabitants  of  ye  county  l>e  in- 
formed of  ye  alarm,  which  was  last  night  ai  ye  Green  Bush  occasioned  by  some 
malitious  Persons  fyreeing  of  several  guns  with  Raale  threw  ye  door  and  house  of 
John  Witrnent,  which  was  doDe  by  letters  accordingly. 

August  28,  168'.i: 

Resolved  yt  Barent  Gerritse  of  1-iethlehem,  who  is  suspected  to  have  had  a  hand  in 
ve  late  disturbance,  yt  was  at  Green  Rush,  or  least  privy  to  it,  give  5<l  pounds  secu- 
rity to  answer  when  he  shall  be  called  to  be  examined  about  yt  Russinesse. 

November  25,  1089,  it  was  recorded: 

Capt.  Bull  arrived  at  ye  Green  Rush  with  67  men  from  New  England  ;  on  Tuesday 
following  marched  with  living  Collors  into  Citty,  where  he  was  Rec'd  by  ye  Mayr  & 
alderman,  at  ye  Gate,  and  bid  welcome;  he  drew  up  his  men  iu  ye  middle  of  ye 
Broad  Street,  gave  three  volleys,  was  answered  by  three  gunns  from  ye  fort;  ye  men 
were  orderly,  quartered  in  ye  Citty,  and  extremely  well  accepted. 

Chap.  30,  laws  of  I7'.»2,  "An  act  for  dividing  the  several  towns  there- 
in mentioned,"  covering  towns  in  several  counties  of  the  State,  con- 
tained this  clause: 

Thai  all  that  part  of  the  town  of  Rensselaerwyck.  which  lies  north  of  a  line  to  be 
drawn,  from  a  point  on  the  east  bank  of  the  nver  Hudson,  eight,  miles  distant  from 
the  south  west  corner  of  the  town  of  Rensselaerwyck.  and  running  from  thence  east, 
to  the  west  bounds  of  Stephentown,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  erected  into  a  separate 
town,  by  the  name  of  Greenbush;  and  that  the  first  town  meeting  in  Greenbush 
shall  be  held  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Abraham  If.  De  Forest,  in  the  said  town. 
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And  that  all  the  remaining-  part  of  the  town  of  Rensselaerwyck,  shall  be,  and  remain 
a  separate  town  by  the  name  oli  Rensselaerwyck;  and  that  the  first  town  meeting  in 
Rensselaerwyck,  shall  be  held  at  the  dwelling  house  of  John  I.  Miller  in  the  said 
town. 

Chap.  20,  laws  of  1793,  "An  act  to  divide  the  town  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck,  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer,"  read  as  follows: 

Passed  the  17th  of  March,  1795.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  That  all  that  part  of  the  town  of  Rens- 
selaerwyck, bounded  as  follows.  Beginning  at  the  southwest  corner  of  the  town  of 
Troy  and  running  thence  easterly  along  the  southern  boundary  lirje  of  the  said  town, 
to  the  western  bounds  of  the  town  of  Petersburg!)  thence  southerly  along  the  west- 
ern bounds  of  the  towns  of  Petersburg!)  and  Stephen  Town  six  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  chains  thence  south  eighty  six  degrees  and  forty  eight  minutes  west  as  the 
needle  now  points  into  Iludsons  river  thence  northerly  along  the  said  river  to  the 
place  of  beginning,  and  including  such  of  the  islands  in  the  said  river  as  are  nearest 
the  east  side  thereof  ami  are  adjacent  to  the  said  last  mentioned  line  shall,  from  and 
after  the  first  Monday  in  April  next,  be  erected  into  a  separate  town,  by  the  name 
of  Greenbush  and  that  the  first  town  meeting  in  Greenbusb  shall  be  held  at  the 
dwelling  house  of  David  M.  De  Forest  in  the  ■-aid  town  and  that  all  the  remaining 
part  of  the  town  of  Rensselaerwyck  shall  be,  and  remain  a  separate  town  by  the 
name  of  Sehodack  and  that  the  first  town  meeting  in  the  town  of  Schodack  shall  be 
held  at  the  dwelling  house  of  John  I.  Miller  m  the  said  town. 

And  lie  it  further  enacted  That  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  towns 
respectively  shall  be  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  hold  town  meetings  and  elect 
such  town  officers,  and  enjoy  all  the  privileges  that  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants 
of  the  other  towns  of  this  State  ma)'  do  by  law. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  That  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  fust  Tuesday  of  April 
next  the  supervisors  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  towns  aforesaid  shall  by  notice 
to  be  given  for  that  purpose  by  the  supervisors  of  the  said  towns  meet  together  anil 
apportion  the  poor  maintained  by  the  said  town  of  Rensselaerwyck  previous  to  the 
division  thoreol  between  the  said  tow  n  of  Schodack  and  the  town  of  Greenbush  in 
an  equitable  nianuci  and  if  the  supervisors  anil  overseers  of  the  poor  cannot  agree 
upon  such  division  ol  the  poor  as  aforesaid  then  and  in  such  case  the  supervisors  of 
the  count v  shall  at  their  next  meeting  apportion  and  divide  the  poor  maintained  as 
aforesaid,  in  such  mannei  as  shall  appear  to  them  or  a  majority  of  them  just  and 
equitable  and  the  said  towns  shall  thereafter  respectively  maintain  theii  own  poor. 

By  the  general  law  dividing  all  the  counties  of  the  State-  into  towns, 
passed  April  7,  1801,  the  bounds  of  the  town  of  Greenbush  were  de- 
scribed as  follows : 

Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  east  bank  of  Hudson's  river,  sixteen  miles  distant 
from  the  southwest  corner  ol  the  county,  and  running'  thence  east  to  the  western 
bounds  of  the  town  of  Petersburgh,  thence  southerly  along  the  western  bounds  of 
the  towns  of  Petersburgh  and  Stephen  town,  six  hundred  and  thirty  two  chains, 
thence  south  eighty  six  degrees  and  forty  eight  minutes  west  as  the  needle  pointed 
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in  the  year  1705,  unto  the  county  of  Albany,  thence  northerly  along  the  same  to  I  la- 
place  of  beginning"  and  including  such  of  the  islands  in  Hudson's  river  as  are  nearest 
the  east  side  thereof,  and  are  adjacent  to  the  last  mentioned  line. 

The  village  of  Greenbush  was  originally  laid  out  on  a  tract  of  land 
one  mile  square,  which  is  that  portion  of  the  village  between  Partition 
street  and  Mill  street.  Tin's  was  purchased  in  May,  1810,  by  William 
Akin,  Titus  Goodman  and  John  Dickinson  of  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer 
and  Stephen  N.  Bayard,  assignees  of  John  f.  Van  Rensselaer.  A 
mortgage  was  given  in  part  payment,  which  contained  a  stipulation 
that  either  of  the  purchasers  upon  paying  Ids  proportion  of  the  addi- 
tional sum  should  be  entitled  to  a  discharge  of  his  portion  of  the  es- 
tates from  the  effect  of  the  mortgage.  Mr.  Akin  discharged  his  obli- 
gation, but  Mr.  Goodman  and  Mr.  Akin  tailed  to  pay  their  share, 
consequently  the  patroon,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  would  not  release 
Mr.  Akin.  Foreclosure  suits  were  begun  against  Goodman  and  Dick- 
inson and  most  of  the  land  apportioned  to  them  was  retaken  John  |. 
Van  Rensselaer  endeavored  to  recover  possession  of  that  portion  of 
the  land  for  which  Mr.  Akin  had  paid,  but  the  courts  sustained  Mr. 
A  kin's  title. 

In  L810  the  village  was  surveyed  and  a  map  made,  but  Greenbush 
was  not  incorporated  until  181  o .  In  the  former  year  many  lots  were 
sold  at  auction,  but  few  buildings  were  erected  until  the  following  year. 
The  founder  of  the  village,  William  Akin,  descended  from  an  old 
Scotch  family,  his  grandfather  being  William  Akin,  the  first  of  the 
family  who  settled  in  Fair  Haven,  Conn.  Ilisson  David,  the  father  of 
William,  remove'J  from  Fair  Haven  to  Pawling  before  the  Revolution- 
ary-war and  was  a  leading  citizen  at  his  home.  William  Akin  was  the 
youngest  of  ten  sous  and  settled  n  Greenbush  in  IS10.  llis  death 
occu rred  in  1811. 

Among  those  who  lived  in  Greenbush  prior  to  and  about  this  time  be- 
side those  whose  names  have  been  mentioned  were  Mrs.  Vales,  Volkert 
I*.  Douw,  GerritVan  Vech ten, ( 1  ysbert  Van  Denbergh,  Alex  (Jammings, 
Harrow  Gale,  John  Staats,  lames  Rockwell,  John  W .  Rockwell,  John 
Van  Rensselaer,  Colonel  Vischer,  Rebecca  Yates,  M.  Fryer,  H.  Van 
Housen,  A.  Van  Deusen,  [ohn  Van  Schaick,  James  Smith  and  Isaac  B. 
Fryer.  Smith,  was  the  proprietor  of  a  tavern  located  on  the  site  of  the 
old  Broadway  house  and  came  to  Greenbush  before  Fryer,  a 

son-in-law,  succeeded  him  as  proprietor.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Street,  on   the  old   Staats  place  a  hotel  was  kept  at   the   same  time  by 
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Abram  P.  Staats;  The  old  hotel  known  late  in  the  nineteenth  century 
as  the  Rensselaer  house,  for  many  years  owned  by  Simeon  Loclewick, 
was  built  by  a  man  named  Rockwell.  As  to  the  early  stores,  one  was 
occupied  in  L814  by  Henry  Starks  on  the  corner  of  Brpadway  and 
Columbia  streets.  Others  were  maintained  by  John  Smith,  Richard 
P.  Herrick  and  Sheppard  &  Tufts.  From  ISO-.'  to  1829  fames  Lansing 
kept  a  store  at  East  preenbush,  removing  to  Greenbush  in  the  latter 
year  and  engaging  in  business  there,  most  of  the  lime  upon  Columbia 
street,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  IS52.  His  son,  William 
Lansing,  began  business  as  a  merchant  in  Greenbush  in  182!). 

One  of  the  earliest  physicians  in  Greenbush  was  Or.  Jacob  S.  Miller, 
a  brother  of  Dr.  John  S  Miller  of  East  Greenbush,  who  located  here 
about  1820  and  for  many  years  was  the  leading  physician  in  a  large 
territory.  He  subsequently  removed  to  New  York,  and  soon  after  Or. 
Isaiah  Breaky  ami  Dr.  Charles  Hale  settled  in  the  town.  Or.  Leverett 
Moore,  who  ultimately  removed  to  Ballston  Spa,  Saratoga  count}-,  was 
also  an  early  practitioner.  Among  those  who  located  there  later  on 
were  Or.  Andrew  C.  Getty,  Or.  L.  C.  Frisbie,  Or.  Francis  1!.  Parmele, 
Or.  S.  V.  R.  Goodrich  and  Or.  Charles  S.  Allen.  Among  the  earliest 
lawyers  were  Walter  Kinney  and  Samuel  S.  Cheever. 

Cantonment  Greenbush,  which  for  many  years  was  one  of  the  most 
historical  spots  in  the  town,  was  located  about  a  mile  and  a  half  east  of 
the  village  and  was  constructed  in  IS]'!.  The  tract  of  land  on  which  it 
was  located  was  the  farm  leased  by  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  to  Chris- 
topher Yates,  August  10,  1700.  Gen.  Dearborn,  the  agent  of  the  gov 
eminent,  in  making  the  purchase  May  8,  1812,  supposed  that  the  sellers 
held  the  land  in  tec  simple,  but  their  conveyance  was  only  that  of  a 
tenancy  under  one  ol  the  Van  Rensselaer  manorial  leases,  and  it  was 
not  until  September  I,  181.3,  and  alter  the  erection  of  the  buildings 
thereon,  that  a  perfect  conveyance  was  obtained  from  Mi".  Van  Rensse- 
laer. The  cantonment  was  the  headquarters  of  a  division  of  the 
American  army  during  the  War  of  1  8 ! 2.  The  troops  which  first  arrived 
were  quartered  in  tents,  but  the  construction  of  permanent  buddings 
was  immediately  begun.  The  buildings  were  of  wood,  substantially 
built  upon  stone  foundations.  There  were  eight  of  them,  252  feet  long, 
2".'  feet  wide  and  two  stories  high,  and  they  were  arranged  four  upon  each 
side  of  a  parade  ground.  The  quarters  of  the  regimental  officers,  of 
which  there  were  four,  ninety  feet  long  and  two  stories  high,  were 
ranged  at  right  angles  with  a  soldiers'  barracks,    On- the  north  of  this 
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group  of  building's  near  by  stood  two  large  commissary  store  houses, 
and  the  barracks  master's  dwelling.  A  short  distance  to  the  east  of 
the  storehouses  stood  the  brick  arsenal,  a  fire  proof  building,  and  on 
the  summit  of  the  hill  commanding  a  view  of  the  entire  camp,  as  well 
as  extensive  range  of  country  on  either  side,  were  the  general's  head- 
quarters, the  hospital  and  surgeons'  headquarters,  three  large  two- 
story  buildings  each  00  feet  log.  Besides  the  buildings  enumerated, 
there  were  a  number  of  buildings  of  smaller  size,  among  which  were 
the  ordinary  and  provost  guard  houses,  seven  large  detached  cooking 
houses  and  several  medicine  shops.  There  were  also  extensive  stables 
and  other  less  important  buildings.  The  structures  were  all  painted 
white  and  in  their  elevated  positions  were  very  conspicuous. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  the  necessity  for  keeping  a  large  force  con- 
venient to  the  northern  frontier  ceased,  but  for  several  years  thereafter 
a  lew  soldiers  were  stationed  at  the  cantonment ;  but  upon  the  reduction 
of  the  arm}'  in  1822-23  this  guard  was  withheld  and  the  place  was  left 
in  charge  of  a  deputy  quartermaster,  Capt.  II.  A.  bay.  The  govern- 
ment sold  the  property  May  \!,  1831,  to  f-iathorn  McCulloch  of  Albany, 
who  resided  on  the  place  until  his  death  in  IS.V.l.  In  1843  the  original 
tract  purchased  by  Mr.  McCulloch  was  divided  into  two  parts,  one  of 
which  lie  conveyed  to  his  son,  Win.  A.  McCulloch,  who  immediately 
erected  a  dwelling  upon  it.  The  other  portion  of  the  original  tract  is 
held  by  Wm.  H.  Kirtland,  a  grandson  of  Mrs.  Augusta  G.  Genet,  wife 
of  George  C.  Genet,  ganddaughter  of  Hathorn  McCulloch.  George  C. 
Genet  is  a  son  of  Kdward  C.  Genet,  who  was  the  French  minister  to 
the  United  States  in  L783. 

The  following  account  of  the  execution  of  a  deserter  at  this  place 
was  written  In'  an  officer  of  the  United  States  army,  and  is  contained 
in  a  history  written  before  1850: 

In  1 S 1 4  I  was  stationed  with  a  detachment  of  United  States  troops  at  Greenhnsh. 
in  the  State  of  New  York.  One  morning  several  prisoners,  confined  in  the  provost 
guard  house,  were  brought  out  to  hear  the  sentence  which  a  court-martial  had  an- 
nexed to  their  delinquencies  lead  on  parade.  Their  appearain  e  indicated  that  their 
lot  had  already  been  sufficiently  hard.  Some  wore  marks  of  long  confinement,  and 
on  all  the  severity  of  the  prison  house  had  enstamped  its  impressions.  They  looked 
dejected  at  this  public  exposure  and  anxious  to  learn  their  l  ate  I  had  never  seen  the 
face  of  any  of  them  before,  aud  only  knew  that  a  single  one  of  them  had  been  ad- 
judged to  death.  Soon  as  their  names  were  called  and  their  sentences  pronounced, 
I  discerned  by  his  agony  and  gestures  the  miserable  man  on  whom  that  sentence  was 
to  fall,  a  man  in  the  bloom  of  youth  and  the  fullness  of  health  and  vigor, 
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Prompted  by  feelings  of  pity,  I  called  next  morning  to  see  him  in  prison.  There, 
chained  by  the  leg  to  a  beam  of  the  guard  house,  he  was  reading  the  Bible,  trying  to 
prepare  himself,  as  he  said,  for  the  fatal  hour.  I  learned  from  him  the  circum- 
stances of  his  case.  He  was  the  father  of  a  family,  having  a  wife  and  three  young 
children  thirty  or  forty  miles  from  the  camp.  His  crime  was  desertion,  of  which  he 
had  been  three  times  guilty.  His  only  object  in  leaving  the  camp  in  the  last  instance 
was  to  visit  his  wife  and  children.  Having  seen  that  all  was  well  with  them,  it  was 
his  intention  to  return.  But  whatever  was  his  intention,  he  was  a  deserter,  and  as 
such  taken  and  brought  into  the  camp,  manacled  and  under  the  guard  of  his  fellow 
soldiers.  The  time  between  the  sentence  and  his  execution  was  brief;  the  authority 
in  whom  alone  was  vested  the  power  of  reprieve  or  pardon  distant.  Thus  lie  had  no 
hope,  and  only  requested  the  attendance  of  a  minister  of  the  gospel  and  permission 
to  see  his  wife  and  children.  The  first  part  of  his  request  was  granted,  but  whether 
he  was  permitted  or  not  to  see  his  family  I  do  not  now  remember. 

Dreading  the  hour  of  his  execution,  I  resolved,  it  possible,  to  avoid  being  present 
at  the  scene.  But  the  commander  of  the  post,  Colonel  L.,  sent  me  an  express  order 
to  attend,  that,  agreeable  to  the  usage  of  the  army,  I  might  m  my  official  capacity 
as  surgeon  see  the  sentence  finally  executed. 

The  poor  fellow  was  taken  from  the  guard  house  to  be  escorted  to  the  fatal  spot. 
Before  him  was  his  coffin,  a  box  of  rough  pine  boards,  borne  on  the  shoulders  of  two 
men.  The  prisoner  stood  with  his  arms  pinioned  between  two  clergymen;  a  white 
cotton  gown,  or  winding  sheet,  reached  to  his  feet.  It  was  trimmed  with  black,  and 
had  attached  to  it  over  the  place  of  the  real  heart  the  black  image  of  a  heart,  the 
mark  at  which  the  executioners  were  to  aim.  On  his  head  was  a  cap  of  while,  also 
trimmed  with  black.  His  countenance  was  blanched  to  the  hue  of  his  winding  sheet 
and  his  frame  trembled  with  agony.  He  seemed  resolved,  however,  to  sutler  like  a 
soldier.  Behind  him  were  a  number  of  prisoners,  confined  for  various  offenses ;  next 
to  them  was  a  strong  guard  of  soldiers  with  fixed  bayonets  and  loaded  muskets.  My 
station  was  in  I  he  rear  of  the  whole. 

Our  procession  was  formed,  and  with  much  feeling  and  in  low  voices  on  the  part 
of  the  officers  we  moved  forward  w  ith  slow  and  measured  steps  to  the  tune  of  the 
death  march  (Roslyn  Castle)  played  with  muffled  drums  ami  mourning  fifes.  The 
scene  was  solemn  beyond  the  powers  of  description.  A  man  in  t lie  vigor  of  1  i  fe  walk- 
ing to  the  tune  ol  his  own  death  march,  clothed  in  his  burial  robes,  surrounded  by 
friends  assembled  to  perform  the  last  sail  offices  of  affection,  and  to  weep  over  him 
in  the  last  sail  hour ;  no,  not  by  these,  but  by  soldiers  with  bristling  bayonets  and 
loaded  muskets,  urged  by  stern  command  to  do  the  violence  of  death  to  a  fellow  sol- 
dier. As  he  surveys  the  multitude  he  beholds  no  look  of  tenderness,  no  tear  of  sensi- 
bility; he  hears  no  plaint  of  grief ;  all,  all  is  stern  as  the  iron  rigor  of  the  law  which 
decrees  his  death. 

Amid  reflections  like  these  we  arrived  at  the  place  of  execution,  a  large  open  field,  in 
whose  centre  a  heap  of  earth,  freshly  thrown  up,  marked  the  spot  of  the  deserter's  grave. 
On  this  field  the  whole  force  then  at  the  Cantonment,  amounting  to  many  hundred 
men,  was  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a  hollow  square,  with  the  side  beyond  the  grave 
vacant.  The  executioners,  eight  in  number,  had  been  drawn  by  lot.  No  soldier 
would  volunteer  for  such  a  duty.  Their  muskets  had  been  charged  by  the  officers 
52 
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of  the  day,  seven  of  them  with  ball,  the  eighth  with  powder  alone.  Thus  prepared 
they  were  placed  together  and  each  executioner  takes  his  choice.  Thus  each  may 
believe  that  he  has  the  blank  cartridge,  and  therefore  has  no  hand  in  the  death  of 
his  brother  soldier;  striking  indications  of  the  nature  of  the  service. 

The  coffin  was  placed  parallel  with  the  grave  and  about  two  feet  distant.  In  the 
intervening  space  the  prisoner  was  directed  to  stand.  lie  desired  permission  to  say 
a  word  to  his  fellow  soldiers,  and  thus  standing  between  his  coffin  and  his  grave 
warned  them  against  desertion,  continuing  to  speak  until  the  officer  on  duty,  with 
his  watch  in  Ins  hand,  announced  to  him  in  a  low  voice:  "  Two  o'clock,  your  last 
moment  is  at  hand  ;  you  must  kneel  upon  your  coffin."  This  done  the  officer  drew 
down  the  white  cap  so  as  to  cover  the  eyes  and  most  of  the  face  of  the  prisoner,  still 
continuing  to  speak  in  a  hurried,  loud  and  agitated  voice.  The  kneeling  was  the 
signal  for  the  executioners  to  advance.  They  had  before,  to  avoid  being  distinguished 
by  the  prisoner,  stood  intermingled  with  the  soldiers  who  formed  the  line.  They 
now  came  forward,  marching  abreast,  and  took  their  stand  a  little  to  the  left,  about 
two  rods  distant  from  their  living  mark.  The  officer  raised  his  sword.  At  this  sig- 
nal the  executioners  took  aim  lie  then  gave  a  blow  on  a  drum  which  was  at  hand. 
'The  executioners  all  fired  at  the  same  instant.  The  miserable  man,  with  a  horrid 
scream,  leaped  from  the  earth  and  fell  between  his  coffin  and  his  grave.  The  ser- 
geant of  the  guard  a  moment  after  shot  him  through  the  head  with  a  musket  re- 
served for  this  purpose  in  case  the  executioners  failed  to  produce  instant  death. 
The  sergeant,  from  motives  of  humanity,  held  the  muzzle  of  his  musket  near  the 
head;  so  near  that  the  cap  took  fire,  and  there  the  body  lay  upon  the  face,  the  head 
emitting  the  mingled  fumes  of  burning  cotton  and  burning  hair.  ()  war,  dreadful 
even  in  thy  tenderness;  horrible  in  thy  compassion  ! 

I  was  desired  to  perform  my  part  of  the  ceremony,  and  placing  my  hand  where 
just  before  the  pulse  beat  full  and  life  (lowed  warm,  and  finding  no  symptom  of 
either  1  affirmed  "  lie  is  dead."  The  line  then  marched  by  the  body,  as  it  lay  upon 
earth,  the  head  still  smoking,  that  every  man  might  behold  for  himself  the  fate  of  a 
deserter. 

.  Thus  far  all  had  been  dreadful  indeed  but  solemn,  as  it  became  the  sending  of  a 
spirit  to  its  diead  account ;  but  now  tin-  scene  changes.  The  whole  band  struck  up 
and  w  it  h  uncommon  animal  ton  oiu  national  air,  "  Yankee  1  loodle,"  ami  to  its  lively 
measures  we  were  hurried  back  to  our  parade  ground.  1  laving  been  dismissed  the 
commander  of  the  post  sent  an  invitation  to  all  the  officers  to  meet  at  his  quarters, 
whither  we  repaired  and  were  treated  to  a  glass  of  gin  and  water.  Thus  this  mel- 
ancholy tragedy  ended  in  what  seemed  little  better  than  a  farce  a  fair  specimen  — 
the  former  of  a  dead  severity,  the  latter  of  the  moral  sensibilities  which  prevail  in 
camp. 

Probably  the  only  duel  ever  fought  in  Rensselaer  county  occurred 
in  the  town  and  village  of  Greenbush.  Tt  was  fought  June  7,  1811!,  by 
two  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  War  of  I  s  1  )l — Captain  Clark  and  Lieu- 
tenant Bloonifield.  The  latter  was  killed  and  buried  where  he  fell,  on 
the  bank  of  Hudson  river  in  the  northeastern  corner  of  the  village. 

The  village  of  Greenbush  was  surveyed  and  mapped  out  in  1SJ0  but 
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was  not  incorporated  by  act  of  the  Legislature  until  April  14,  1815. 
A  new  charter  was  granted  April  5,  1828,  which  was  amended  March 
22,  L854,  and  April  2U,  18G-3.  All  acts  were  consolidated  by  the  Leg- 
islature April  25,  1871,  when  the  present  charter  of  Greenbush  was 
passed.     The  first  section  of  the  act  reads  as  follows: 

All  that  district  of  country  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer  comprised  w  ithin  the  fol- 
lowing boundaries,  t<>  wit :  Beginning  at  a  point  in  the  Hudson  river  opposite  the 
city  of  Albany,  ou  the  division  line  between  the  counties  of  Albany  and  Rensselaer, 
on  aline  running  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  north  of  the  northerly  line  of  Catharine 
Street;  thence  running  easterly,  parallel  to,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  north  of, 
the  northerly  line  of  said  Catherine  Street,  to  its  terminus;  thence  easterly  in  the 
same  parallel,  across  the  lauds  now  owned  by  Dr.  James  McNaughton,  to  a  point 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  east  of  the  westerly  line  of  the  lands  known  as  the  Mason 
farm,  thence  southerly,  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  east  of  the  westerly  line  of  the  said 
Mason  farm,  to  a  point  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  south  of  the  southerly  line  of  Par- 
tition street;  thence  westerly  parallel  to  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  south  of  the 
southerly  line  of  Partition  street,  to  a  point  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  east  of  the 
easterly  line  of  Cottage  Hill  Street;  thence  southerly,  parallel  to  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  east  of  the  easterly  line  of  Cottage  Hill  Street,  to  a  point  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feetsouth  of  the  southerly  line  of  Mill  Street,  to  a  point  where  said  line  will  intersect 
the  west  bounds  of  the  county  of  Rensselaer  ;  thence  north  along  said  west  bounds  to  the 
place  of  beginning,  shall  be  known  and  distinguished  as  the  village  of  Greenbush,  and 
the  inhabitants  residing  in  said  district  are  hereby  declared  to  be  a  body  politic  and 
corporate  by  the  name  of  the  village  of  Greenbush  ; 1  and  as  such  shall  have  perpetual 
succession,  and  may  sue  and  be  sued,  complain  and  defend,  in  any  court  of  law  and 
equity;  may  take,  hold,  purchase,  and  convey  real  estate,  as  the  purposes  of  said 
corporation  may  require;  may  make  and  use  a  common  seal,  and  alter  the  same  at 
pleasure,  and  may  exercise  such  othei  power  as  is  or  shall  be  conferred  bylaw,  or  as 
shall  be  necessary  under  this  act,  to  carry  the  powers  conferred  on  such  corporation 
into  elTcct.  The  officers  shall  be  a  president,  eight  trustees,  clerk,  street  commis- 
sioner, and  treasurer,  and  three  inspectors  of  election  in  each  ward. 

The  charter  of  1871  provided  for  the  establishment  of  the  village 
fire  department  under  the  direction  ol  the  board  of  trustees.  Since 
that  time  the  village  has  maintained  an  excellent  fire  department  with 
two  steam  fire  engine  companies.  A  board  of  police  commissioners 
was  established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  May  G,  L870, 
under  which  the  police  regulations  of  the  village  have  since  been  main- 
tained. 

The  first  newspaper  in  Greenbush  was  established  in  August,  1850, 
by  A.  J.  Conistock,  and  was  called  the  Greenbush  Guardian.  A  post- 
office  was  also  established  at  an  early  day,   one  of  the  earliest  post- 

1  As  amended  by  Section  1,  Chapter  iwi,  laws  of  I8VU. 
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masters  being  Storm  T.  Vanderzee.  During  the  term  of  Postmaster 
Philip  Cornell  Greenbush  was  made  a  sub  station  of  Albany,  since 
which  time  the  mail  has  been  delivered  in  the  village  by  carriers  from 
the  Albany  post-office. 

The  East  Albany  Banking  and  Trust  company  was  founded  in  1873 
by  W.  P.  Irwin,  and  was  located  in  a  brick  building  erected  by  the 
founder.  A  few  years  later  Mr.  Irwin  died  and  the  company  ceased 
to  exist. 

Greenbush  contributed  her  full  quota  of  soldiers  upon  the  opening 
of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  Besides  this  the  town  raised  large 
amounts  of  money  for  bounties  and  other  expenses  of  the  war.  Those 
of  her  soldiers  in  the  civil  war  who  died  in  the  service  were: 

George  Hatch,  Thomas  Manny,  William  Schultz,  Nicolas  Mooseman,  Joseph 
Schmfer,  John  Slocum,  George  Brightmeyer,  John  Fi  ver,  Philip  Brigbtmeyer,  Will- 
iam Snyder,  Jefferson  Kinsley,  Andrew  Finlay,  [ohn  Marshal,  Charles  Warner, 
Conradt  P.  Gester,  John  McElroy,  Augustus  Smith. 

Creenbush  has  excellent  transportation  facilities.  The  railroads 
running  through  the  town  and  village  have  been  described  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  county.  They  are  the  New  York  Central  &.  Hudson  River, 
the  Boston  &  Albany  and  the  Troy  &  Greenbush.  Beside  this  the  city 
of  Albany  is  reached  by  two  bridges,  one  at  the  lower  part  of  the  vil- 
lage and  one  at  the  upper  part,  which  in  recent  years  has  been  known 
as  East  Albany.  Beside  this  steam  ferry  boats  make  regular  trips  to 
Albany 

The  industries  of  Greenbush,  aside  from  the  shops  of  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany railroad  and  one  or  two  other  good-sized  concerns,  are  not  very  large 
nor  very  extensive.  The  old  round  house  and  machine  shop  of  the  Boston 
\  Albany  railroad  were  built  in  ISIS  and  replaced  by  the  present 
structures  in  1-872.  The  car  shops  were  established  in  1.880.  In  both 
large  numbers  of  expert  workmen  are  employed.  The  coaling  dock 
south  of  the  railroad  was  erected  about  1SS.'!.  T.  Miles  &  Co.  estab- 
lished extensive  saw  mills  in  1.863.  In  1870  C.  C.  Lodewick  estab- 
lished a  grain,  flour  and  feed  store  which  has  been  run  b}'  his  sons 
since  his  death.  There  are  several  other  smaller  industries  in  town  in 
addition  to  those  referred  to  in  preceding  pages. 

The  East  Albany  Congregational  church  had  its  inception  in  a  Metho- 
dist Sunday  school  established  about  1850.  The  .Sunday  school  pros- 
pered and  in  L870  a  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organized  in  con- 
nection with  the  church  at  Bath.     Three  or  four  years  later  it  was  dis- 
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continued  in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  the  presiding  elder  of  the 
district,  who  thought  it  inadvisable  to  have  three  Methodist  churches 
on  the  east  side  of  the  rive!'.  Various  attempts  were  made  to  reor- 
ganize as  a  Methodist  church,  but  finding  no  encouragement  from  the 
mother  church  a  Congregational  church  was  organized  March  19,  1879. 
A  new  church  was  constructed,  in  which  the  first  services  were  held 
December  25,  1.879.  March  30,  1880,  Rev.  Benjamin  Staunton  became 
pastor.  His  successors  have  been:  Rev.  Dwight  Edwards  Marvin, 
1881-1884;  Rev.  I  >.  C.  McNair,  I SS4-1  SsT ;  Rev.  N.  J.  Gulick,  1888- 
1892;  Rev.  C.  W.  Harclendorf,  18'.);;  to  the  present  time. 

The  First  Presbyterian  society  of  Greenbusb  was  organized  in  the 
summer  of  1823.  Services  had  been  held  for  some  time  in  the  upper 
room  of  the  district  school  house,  and  these  were  continued  until  1827, 
when  a  building  was  erected  for  the  use  of  the  congregation,  being 
dedicated  August  I  of  that  year.  September  20,  1827,  a  church  was 
organized  by  the  Presbytery  of  Albany,  with  twenty-two  members. 
The  first  church  of  this  society  was  the  first  erected  in  what  is  now  the 
town  of  Greenbush.  A  school  building  was  erected  in  the  rear  of  the 
church  in  1850  and  was  used  in  connection  with  the  Sunday  school  un- 
til 1885,  when  the  present  school  building  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $3,- 
300.  The  church  edifice  was  enlarged  and  remodeled  in  1894,  the 
rededication  taking  place  October  2!)  of  that  year.  The  first  pastor 
was  the  Rev.  Thomas  S.  Wickes,  who  began  his  labors  about  1830. 
His  successors  were:  1830,  Joseph  Wilson;  1832-1837,  supplied  by 
Jared  Dewey,  J.  II.  Martyn  and  Leonard  Johnson;  1837,  fames  (1. 
Corded;  1811,  Rev.  Samuel  Fisher  (supply);  1850,  f.  H.  Northrop; 
1  sr.  l .  Willi. mi  A.  Miller  (supply);  185-1,  ID.  M  Rollo;  I  SOI,  Stephen 
Bush;  1804,  William  Whittaker;  1800,  J.  R.  Voting;  1808,  F.  S.  [ewell; 
1874,  Edward  Stratum;  1881,  R.  A.  Davidson;  1 893,  Edwin  F.  Hal- 
lenbeck. 

The  first  religious  services  held  by  the  Methodists  in  Greenbush  were 
in  1828.  Three  years  later  a  class  was  formed,  which  was  connected 
with  the  Division  Street  church  in  Albany,  and  in  1833  a  regular  or- 
ganization was  formed.  In  the  same  year  the  chinch,  a  wooden  build- 
ing, was  erected  and  dedicated  June  II,  1834.  Rev.  fames  Walker,  a 
local  preacher  in  Greenbush,  served  the  society  from  1831  to  18;iii,  and 
in  the  latter  year  the  Rev.  Joshua  Poor  was  chosen  as  the  first  regular 
pastor.  A  new  house  of  worship  was  erected  in  L853  a  short  distance 
south  of  the  site  of  the  first  one. 
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The  Greenbush  Baptist  church  is  the  outgrowth  of  a  mission  founded 
by  the  Albany  Baptist  Missionary  union.  The  organization  of  the 
church  was  effected  in  1870  and  the  first  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ralph  H. 
Bowles,  was  installed  February  1,  1870.'  From  1873  to  1S74  the  church 
was  without  a  pastor,  but  in  the  latter  year  the  Rev.  Adoniram  Water- 
bury  accepted  a  call  and  was  installed. 

St.  John's  Roman  Catholic  church  was  founded  about  1850  bv  the 
Rev.  John  Corry,  formerly  of  St.  Peter's  church,  Troy,  who  after- 
wards became  the  first  resident  priest.  A  temporary  edifice  was 
erected  in  the  rear  of  the  church  built  in  1857.  The  latter  cost  $12,- 
000.  Before  his  death  in  18G3  Father  Corry  erected  the  convent  of  the 
Sisters  of  Mercy  in  East  Albany.  During  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev. 
Cornelius  Fitzpatrick,  who  served  from  1807  to  1875,  the  pastoral  resi- 
dence and  school  house  in  the  rear  of  the  church  were  built. 

The  Church  of  the  Messiah,  Protestant  Episcopal,  was  founded  in 
1851,  and  though  the  house  of  worship  on  the  corner  of  Third  avenue 
and  Washington  street  in  Greenbush  was  not  erected  until  two  or  three 
years  later,  the  Rev.  Robert  Lowry,  the  first  rector,  began  his  duties 
upon  the  organization  of  the  society.  One  of  the  principal  promoters 
of  the  early  church  was  Dr.  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer,  who  was  senior 
warden  from  the  date  of  the  organization  of  the  church  to  his  death. 

The  Church  of  the  Epiphany  of  East  Albany,  Protestant  Episcopal, 
is  the  outgrowth  of  amission  established  in  IS?!  by  Bishop  William 
Croswell  Doane  of  Albany.  The  first  services  were  held  in  the  old 
Baptist  church  at  Hath.  Church  organization  was  effected  in  1873  and 
the  society  moved  to  East  Albany.  The  house  of  worship  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Third  and  Catharine  streets  was  erected  in  1875.  The  Rev. 
Richard  Temple  was  the  first  rector. 

SUPERVISORS  OK   THE  TOWN    or   GkKKNHUSII.  1 

1795-97,  J.  Van  Alslyne;  1798-1799,  L.  Gansevoort;  1800,  John  Stevens;  1801, 
Daniel  Brown;  1802-1806,  Asa  Mann;  1807,  Daniel  Coons;  1808-1812,  C.  Thompson; 
1813-1814,  John  D.  Woods;  1815-1819,  Martin  De  Freest;  1820-1822,  M.  Van  Alstyne; 
1823-1838,  James  Wood;  1839-1842,  H.  Goodrich;  1843,  Rinier  Van  Alstyne;  1844, 
Samuel  S.  Fowler;  1845-1849,  Abram  Witbeck ;  1850-1853,  John  I.  Fonda;  1854, 
Abram  Witbeck;  1855  1857,  Henry  Goodrich;  1858-18(10,  John  L.  Van  Valken- 
burgh;  1801-1802,    James  II.    Miller;    1803-1807,   Martin  Miller;    1808,    lames  H. 


1  Kor  much  of  tin-  information  as  to  t li officers  of  the  town  credit  is  due  James  I..  Wiltse, 
town  clerk  of  < irccnbusli  in  1890. 
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Miller;  1869-1871,  Charles  Melius;  1872,  Alfred  F.  Snyder;  1873,  Cyrus  Water- 
bury;  1874,  Lawrence  Rysedorph;  1875-1876,  John  J.  Cassin;  1877-187H,  James 
Murphy;  1879,  William  Smith,  1880-1882,  records  missing;  1883,  William  T.  Miles; 
1884-1886,  Thomas  J.  Neville ;  1887-1888,  Cornelius  A.  Ryan;  1889-1890,  John  B. 
Miller;  1891-1892,  Charles  J.  Quinn;  1893-1896,  John  Winn. 

Cl.KKKS  OF  THE  Ti)\S'N  01'"  GrEENBUSII. 

1843,  Martin  D.  De  Freest;  1844,  Rutger  Van  Denburgh;  1845,  Elijah  Dygert; 
1846-1817,  Harvey  S.  Raymond;  1848,  Martin  Miller ;  1849,  Thomas  B.  Simmonds; 
1850-1854,  John  Ruyter;  18.55-1856,  John  S.  C.  Goodrich;  1857,  John  Ruyter;  1858- 
1860,  James H.  Miller;  1861-1863,  John  S.  Hamlin  ;  1864,  James  Hickey  ;  1805,  George 
T.  Diamond;  1866,  Frederick  A.  Reynolds;  1867,  George  H.  Curreen ;  1868-1869,  Win. 
MeGarvcy;  1870,  Burnham  Reynolds;  1871,  J.  S.  Callender ;  1872-187:1,  Gilbert  Van 
Valkenburgh ;  1874,  Win.  J.  Miles;  1875,  John  Russell;  1870,  Win.  Smith,  1877, 
Charles  11.  Noyes;  1.878,  Wm.  J.  Smith;  1879,  Daniel  H.  Ryan;  1880-1882,  records 
missing;  1883-1884,  William  II.  HefFern ;  1885,  J.  J.  Sullivan;  1886-1888,  Michael  J. 
Ryan;  1889-1890,  Philip  Beresford;  181)1-1802,  Daniel  H.  Ryan;  1893-1895,  James 
J.  Riley;  1890,  James  L.  Wiltse. 

Justices  ok  rut:  Peace  ok  nit.  Town  ok  Greenhush. 

Date  of  election.— 1843,  Abram  Witbeck;  1844,  Peter  L.  Hogeboom;  1845,  Henry 
Frazer;  1846,  Henry  Goodrich ;  1847,  Elijah  Dygert;  1848,  Abram  Miller,  John  E. 
Van  Alen;  1849,  Henry  Frazer;  1850,  Henry  Goodrich  ;  1851,  John  P.  Luther;  1852, 
Frederick  R.  Rockafcller,  Wm.  Witbeck:  18513  Henry  Frazer;  1854,  Henry  Good- 
rich; 1855.  Jonas  Whiting,  Richard  C.  Ham blin,  James  M.  Albright;  1856,  R.  C. 
Hamblin,  Jonas  Whiting;  1857,  Isaac  Binck,  R.  C.  Hamblin;  1858.  Henry  Goodrich, 
Sylvanus Parsons ;  1859,  George  Clark  ;  18G0,  Cyrus  Waterbury ;  1801,  Hazard  Morey, 
John  Butler;  1802,  Henry  Goodrich;  ISO:!,  John  Butler;  1864,  Cyrus  Waterbury; 
1805,  Evert  G.  Lansing;  1866,  Henry  Goodrich;  18117,  Sylvester  I.  Delany,  1808, 
Edwin  S.  Norton;  1869,  E.  G.  Lansing;  1870,  LukeSlade;  1871,  J.  F.Gillman;  1872, 
U.  1.  IK-iuKUue,  lsT;'>,  Duncan  Macl'arland;  1S74.  LukeSlade.  Evert  G.  Lansing; 
1875,  labcs!  F.  Gillinan;  1876,  U.  J.  Ilermance;  Is77.  1..  L.  Con  ley ;  I87S,  Luke 
Slade;  18 79,  Jubfcx  F.  Gillinan ;  1SS0,  Murtaugh  Dempsey;  188],  Michael  Vaughn; 
1882,  LukeSlade;  1883,  Cyrus  Waterbury,  sr.;  1884,  Alon/o  Sliter;  1885,  Michael 
Vaughn;  1886,  Luke  Slade ;  1887,  Cyrus  Waterbury,  sr.;  1888,  Alonzo  Sliter;  1889, 
Michael  Vaughn;  1890,  LukeSlade;  1891,  James  Clark;  1892,  Alonzo  Sliter;  [893, 
Michael  Vaughn;  1894,  W.  K.  Waterbury;  1895,  James  Clark;  1896,  D.  Oscar 
1  )ennison. 

The  village  records  from  1850  to  1808  are  missing.  As  far  as  can  be 
ascertained  the  principal  officers  of  the  village  have  been  filled  as  fol- 
lows : 

Presidents  or  the  Village  of  Greenbush. 

1868,  F.  S.  Fairchild,  jr.;  1809,  John  S.  Hamlin;  1870-1871,  Duncan  MacFarland; 
1872,  J.  N.  Ring;   1873,  Martin  Miller;   1871-1875,  Merritt  11.  Waterbury;  1876, 
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Thomas  Miles;  1877,  George  H.  Simmons;  1878,  A.  J.  Dings;  1879-1882,  records 
missing;  1K8:S,  Benjamin  Evans;  1884,  George  II.  Russell;  1N85,  George  C.  Redden; 
1886,  William  T.  Miles;  1887,  Daniel  II.  Sheil;  1888-1895,  William  Smith;  1896, 
Charles  S.  Allen. 

Cl.l  KKS  01'"   T H K   Vll.l.AOI.   OK  GkKENBUSH. 

1828-1829,  James  1 1  alien  beck;  1830,  William  M.  Thomas;  1831,  William  Lansing; 
1832-1834,  Alexander  Morris;  1835,  William  Lansing;  I83C,  Martin  Miller;  1837,  H. 
N.  Jordan;  1838,  Martin  Miller;  1840,  Joseph  II.  Mathews;  1841-1842,  Thomas 
Walker;  1843,  R.  H.  Northrop;  1846-1848,  Henry  Goodrich;  1819,  Martin  Miller, 
1850,  Henry  Goodrich ;  1868,  Charles  Harris;  1869-1871,  Alexander  D  Schutt;  1872, 
William  F.  Burnham;  1873-1874,  C.  P.  Crouch;  1875,  W.  J.  Miles;  1876,  William  T. 
Smith;  1877-1878,  Thomas  McAvoy;  1879-1882,  records  missing;  1883,  John  J.  Hart; 
1884-1885,  Willard  K.  Waterbury;  1886,  Thomas  J.  F itzpatrick  ;  1887-1888,  William 

II.  HelTern;  1889-1891,  James  A.  Mac  Donald;  1892,  James  D.  Glenn;  1893  ,  C. 

A.  Ryan. 


CHAPTER  XX. 
TOWN  OF  HOOSICK. 

The  title  to  the  soil  of  the  town  of  Hoosick  comes  from  three  origi- 
nal patents — the  Hoosick,  the  Walloomsac  and  the  Schneider. 

The  Hoosick  patent  was  granted  June  '■'>,  1638,  by  Governor  Thomas 
Dongan  to  Maria  Van  Rensselaer  of  Albany,  Hendrick  Van  Ness  of 
Albany,  Gerrit  Tennis  Van  Vechten  of  Kaatski.11  and  [acobus  Van 
Court  Uuult  of  New  York.  This  patent  covered  between  (Jo, 000  and 
70,000  acres  and  is  described  as  follows: 

All  that  trait  of  land  with  its  appurtenances  situate,  lying  and  being  above 
Albany,  on  both  sides  of  a  certain  creek  called  Hoosick,  beginning  at  the  bounds  of 
Schackoock,  and  from  thence  extending  to  the  side  creek  to  a  certain  fall  called 
(Juequiek,  and  from  the  said  fall  upwards  along  t!ns  creek  to  a  certain  place  called 
Nochawickquaak,  being  in  breadth  on  each  side  of  the  said  creek  two  English  miles; 
that  is  to  say,  two  English  miles  on  the  one  side  of  said  creek,  and  two  English 
miles  on  the  other  side  of  said  creek,  the  w  hole  breadth  being  four  English  miles; 
and  as  in  length  from  the  bounds  of  Schackook  afoiesaid  to  the  said  place  called 
Nochawickquaak. 

The  Walloomsac  patent  lay  north  of  the  Hoosick  patent  but  extended 
farther  east.    This  grant  was  made  June  15,  L739,  to  Edward  Collins, 
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James  De  Lancy,  Gerardus  Stuyvesant,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
Charles  Williams  and  Frederick  Morris.  Its  area  was  about  1\!,000 
acres  along  the  Walloomsac  river,  partly  in  what  is  now  Washington 
county  and  partly  in  Rensselaer  county. 

The  Schneider  patent  was  issued  March  24,  1702,  upon  a  petition 
presented  Jul}'  S,  1761,  by  Hendrick  Schneyder,  John  Watteck,  Hen- 
drick  Lake,  John  Johnson,  Garret  Williamson,  Nathaniel  Archerly, 
Benjamin  Abbott,  William  Taylor,  Martinns  Voorhees,  all  of  New  Jer- 
sey, and  Daniel  Hallenbeck  of  Albany.  This  patent  was  "bounded 
northwardly  by  the  patent  of  Wallnmshack,  southwardly  by  the  patent 
of  Rensselaerwyek,  westwardly  by  the  patent  of  Hoosick  and  east- 
wardly  by  other  vacant  lands,  containing  about  the  quantity  of  10,000 
acres. " 

The  town  of  Hoosick  is  the  most  northern  in  the  county.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Cambridge  and  White  Creek  in  Washington 
county;  on  the  east  by  Bennington  in  Vermont;  on  the  south  by 
Petersburgh  and  Grafton  and  on  the  west  by  Pittstown.  The  revised 
statutes  of  the  State  describe  the  town  as  follows: 

Tlie  town  of  Hoosack  shall  contain  all  that  part  of  said  county  bounded  northerly 
and  easterly  by  the  bounds  of  the  county,  southerly  by  Petersburgh  and  Grafton  and 
westerly  by  Pittstown. 

The  surface  of  the  town  consists  of  the  mountainous  regions  of  the 
Taghkanick  range  on  the  cast  and  those  of  the  Petersburgh  on  the 
west,  with  the  narrow  valleys  of  the  Hoosick  and  Walloomsac  rivers. 
Fonda's  hill  in  the  southeast  and  Potter's  hill  in  the  southwestern 
part  are  said  to  lie  about  ',100  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The 
lioosick  rivei  runs  through  the  centre  ot  the  town.  The  northern  por- 
tion of  the  town  is  drained  by  the  Walloomsac  river,  which  flows  from 
the  east  line  in  a  generally  westerly  course  to  the  Hoosick.  The  Hoo- 
sick river  runs  through  a  valley  which  was  the  warpath  along  which 
the  French  and  Indians  marched  upon  the  villages  of  New  England  in 
the  earlier  French  and  Indian  wars,  and  it  was  also  a  part  of  the 
famous  so  called  "eastern  trail, "  over  which  the  Iroquois  and  Algon- 
quin  tribes  marched  in  their  long  series  of  wars  of  extermination  long 
before  America  was  settled  by  the  white  men.  It  dees  not  appear  that 
the  original  grantees  of  the  town  of  Hoosick  took  any  very  early  steps 
for  the  settlement  and  cultivation  of  their  lands.  For  more  than  half 
a  century  the  sole  inhabitants  of  these  lands  were  a  few  Hutch  families 
and  some  Mohican  Indians, 
53 
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The  capture  of  Fort  Massachusetts,  located  near  North  Adams,  Mass., 
then  known  as  East  Hoosick,  occurred  August  20,  1746.  This  expedi- 
tion passed  along  the  old  warpath  over  the  ground  now  occupied  by 
Hoosick  Falls,  and  upon  its  return  destroyed  every  settlement  in  the 
Hoosick  valley.  At  this  time  these  settlements  must  have  been 
wealthy  and  prosperous,  for  the  loss  in  that  neighborhood  alone  by  this 
incursion  was  estimated  at  50,000  pounds,  New  York  currency. 

Among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  town  of  Hoosick  was  Jan  Oothout, 
who  prior  to  1754  had  built  a  home  just:  inside  the  present  boundaries 
of  the  village  of  Hoosick  Falls  on  lands  subsequently  owned  by  Henry 
Barnhart.  Soon  after  Pitt  Hogle  built  a  residence  about  two  miles 
farther  south.  Near  the  junction  of  the  Little  Hoosick  and  Hoosick 
rivers  was  a  settlement  known  in  colonial  times  as  Hoosack.  It  lay 
between  Hoosick  Corners  and  North  Petersburgh  ami  was  parti)'  within 
the  limits  of  the  town  of  Petersburgh  and  in  the  manor  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck. 

Among  other  early  settlers  were  the  families  of  Breese,  Fonda, 
Ouderkirk,  Bovie,  Vanderrick,  Huyck,  Brimmer,  Roberts,  Cott  and 
Barnardus  Bratt.  The  latter  married  Catherine  Van  Veghten,  daugh- 
ter of  Johannes  Van  Veghten  and  granddaughter  of  Gerrit  Teunis  Van 
Veghten,1  one  of  the  original  grantees  of  the  patent  of  Hoosick,  ac- 
quiring by  this  marriage  and  by  later  purchases  from  other  heirs  a 
large  interest  in  the  lands  held  under  that  patent.  His  great  owner- 
ship of  lands  and  his  assumption  of  manorial  rights  gave  him  a  high 
social  position  and  he  was  generally  referred  to  as  the  "  patroon  of 
Hoosick."  The  first  grist  mill  and  the  first  saw  mill  in  the  district 
were  built  by  him. 

Near  the  junction  ol  the  Walloomsac  and  Hoosick  rivers  in  the  north 
part  ol  the  present  town  was  a  hamlet  called  St.  Croix  in  colonial 
times,  probably  so  named  by  French  missionaries  who  evidently  ex- 
plored the  country  as  far  south  as  the  Hoosick  river  and  there  estab- 
lished a  mission.  Aside  from  this  mission  the  first  permanent  settle- 
ment here  probably  was  made  by  Gerrit  Cornelis  Man  Ness,  a 
descendant  of  the  family  named  as  one  of  the  grantees  in  the  patent. 
Other  settlers  following  soon  after  Van  Ness  were  Jacob  A.  Fort,  John 
Van  Denberg,  Arendt  Van  Corlaer,  John  Fonda,  David  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  William  Nichols,  Robert  Laeke  and 
families  named  Van  Veghten  and  Norwood. 


1  Sometimes  also  spelled  Van  V'eclitun. 
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Early  settlers  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  patent  were  Peter  Sur- 
dam,  Isaac  Bull,  Samuel  Hodges,  Stephen  Kellogg,  Francis  Bennett, 
Thomas  Siekels,  Joshua  Gardner  and  William  Waite.  Early  settlers 
of  what  is  now  known  as  West  Hoosick  included  Thomas  Brown, 
David  Cass,  Joseph  Guile,  Samuel  Stillwell  and  others,  some  of  whom 
had  made  settlements  before  the  first  French  and  Indian  war.  foseph 
Guile  was  a  noted  scout  in  the  early  Indian  wars. 

Among  the  earl)-  settlers  of  the  Schneider  patent  were  several  of  the 
grantees.  John  Ouackenbush  of  Schaghticoke  settled  on  this  patent 
about  L 70 5 .  Among  others  who  were  early  settlers  were  Peter  Os- 
trander,  John  Palmer,  Benjamin  W.  Randall,  William  Helling,  John 
Patten  and  others. 

In  1772  Jonathan  Fuller  leased  from  Augusta  Van  Home  of  New 
York  for  a  term  of  twenty-one  years,  220  acres  of  land  on  the  Hoosick 
patent,  which  included  practically  all  of  the  present  village  of  Hoosick 
Falls  south  of  the  old  homestead  of  J.  Russell  Parsons  and  east  of  Main 
street.    Air.  Fuller  doubtless  was  the  first  settler  at  this  point. 

Henry  Northrup  subsequently  purchased  the  entire  tract  of  Mr.  Van 
Home  and  settled  there,  where  lie  remained  until  his  death  in  1797. 
Isaac  Turner  and  Joel  Abbott  settled  at  the  Falls  about  1771.  Mr. 
Turner  conducted  the  first  store  in  Hoosick  Falls.  Phillip  Haynes 
came  from  Connecticut  in  1783  anil  located  about  a  mile  west  of  the 
falls.  Deacon  Goff  made  an  earl)'  settlement  on  the  west  side  of  the 
road  leading  to  North  Hoosick.  Joseph  Dorr  came  from  Connecticut 
in  177S  and  worked  in  the  mill  of  Stephen  Kellogg  on  White  Creek, 
where  he  soon  afterward  established  fulling  and  carding  works  in  con- 
nection with  the  nulls.  An  early  cabinet  maker  was  Comfort  Curtis. 
Among  other  earlier  settlers  in  the  latter  daws  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury were  John  1'ease,  Jacob  Pease,  Benjamin  Walworth,  John  Corn- 
stock,  John  Chase,  Thomas  Osborn,  Dr.  Aaron  D.  Patchin,  Nathaniel 
Bishop  and  Isaac  Webb. 

Henry  Breese  of  Greenbush  located  near  Hoosick  Corners  in  17G5. 
His  farm  subsequently  became  the  property  of  Moses  Warren,  for 
several  years  surrogate  of  Rensselaer  county,  and  later  of  Gideon 
Reynolds,  one  of  the  most  prominent  residents  of  the  county  and  at 
various  times  member  of  assembly,  congressman  and  internal  revenue 
collector.  The  Breese  family  was  prominent  in  the  history  of  the  town. 
Hendriek  Schneider,  one  of  the  original  patentees,  settled  about  I7G2  in 
the  southern  part  of  his  patent.     At  an  earlier  date,  perhaps  L749  or 
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1750,  Jacob  Ouderkirk  removed  from  Albany  and  located  on  a  large 
farm  two  and  one-half  miles  south  of  the  Palls  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Hoosick  river.  About  1780  Elijah  Wallace  came  from  Connecticut  and 
settled  in  Hoosick  Falls.  Thomas  Lottridge,  Jonathan  Eddy,  John 
Carpenter  and  Henry  Clark  were  other  early  inhabitants  of  this  locality. 

Among- the  earliest  tavern  keepers  of  the  district  of  Hoosick  were 
Jacob  Van  Ness,  Henry  Brown,  William  Roberts,  jr.,  Daniel  Kimball, 
Godfrey  Stock,  Jonathan  Twiss,  John  Lovee,  Caleb  Hill,  John  Mattison, 
Joseph  Ellsworth  and  Morris  Pearce,  all  of  whom  were  in  business 
prior  to  or  during  1791.  Later  proprietors  in  the  eighteenth  century 
included  Simeon  Hiscock,  Luke  brink,  Daniel  Lyon,  Reuben  Baldwin, 
John  Potter,  Freelove  Aylesworth,  Jehial  Fox  and  Cornelius  Van 
Vechten. 

The  first  bridge  built  over  the  river  in  Hoosick  Palls  was  constructed 
in  1791.  The  old  "rainbow  bridge, "a  mile  above,  had  been  destroyed 
prior  to  that  year,and  for  a  time  thereafter  a  ferry  had  been  maintained 
opposite  the  residence  of  Col.  Dorr. 

The  first  physician  in  Hoosick  Falls  was  Dr.  Thomas  Hartwell,  who 
came  from  New  London,  Conn.,  in  L778.  Me  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  Federal  lodge,  No.  33,  F.  &  A.  M.,  organized  in  1782.  Dr.  Gleason 
came  from  Pittstown  in  1806  and  after  practicing'  medicine  a  short  time 
began  the  study  of  law.  Dr.  Salmon  Moses1  removed  to  Hoosick  Falls 
in  1818. 

In  the  legal  profession  among  the  earliest  in  practice  in  the  town 
was  the  famous  lawyer,  Reuben  II  Walworth.  George  Rex  Davis, 
later  in  life  one  of  the  most  prominent  lawyers  and  honored  residents 
of  Troy,  came  to  Iloosiclt  Falls  about  1799  and  opened  a  tailor  shop. 
Four  or  five  years  later  he  began  the  stud)-  of  law  and  entered  upon  its 
practice  in  the  village  about  IS10.  Nineteen  years  later  he  removed 
to  Troy  to  become  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  Ilezekiah 
Munsell,  jr.,  practiced  law  in  Hoosick  Palls  for  many  years.  Lyman 
Sherwood  practiced  for  a  short  time  and  then  removed  to  Wayne 
county.  Later  on  Lorenzo  Sherwood,  brother  of  Lyman ;  James  W. 
Nye,  John  Pitch  and  Charles  M.  Dorr  had  offices  in  the  village  of 
Hoosick  Falls. 

The  district  of  Hoosick  was  formed  March  24,  1^  Its  boundaries 
were  not  identical  with  those  of  the  present  town  and  are  not  clearly 


1  Sec  history  of  tin-  Medical  Profession. 
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defined.  Hoosick  remained  a  district  sixteen  years  and  was  organized 
as  a  town  March  7,  1788,  three  years  before  the  erection  of  Rensselaer 
count)'.  While  a  district  it  enjoyed  all  the  privileges  of.  a  town,  except 
that  of  having  a  representative  in  the  State  Legislature.  The  annual 
meetings  of  the  district  were  held  at  the  old  settlement  of  St.  Croix, 
now  North  Hoosick,  and  many  of  the  earlier  town  meetings  were  also 
held  there.  The  records  of  this  district  are  not  in  existence.  The  town 
records  are  complete  only  from  the  year  1.789,  when  the  full  list  of  offi- 
cers was : 

Supervisor,  Thomas  Sickels;  town  clerk,  Zachariah  W.  Sickels;  assessors,  Jacob 
Van  Ness,  Henry  Breese,  Nicholas  Snyder,  Reuben  Thayer,  Isaac  Hull,  John  John- 
son, Zachariah  W.  Sickels;  collector,  Henry  Brown;  commissioners  of  highways, 
Thomas  Sickels,  William  Kerr,  Nicholas  Snyder;  overseers  of  the  poor,  Ebenezer 
Arnold,  William  Kerr;  constables,  Henry  Brown,  Squire  Read,  Henry  Walker, 
Samuel  Latham;  fenceviewers,  James  Williamson,  Henry  Snyder,  John  Van  Buren, 
Henry  Breese,  John  Van  Ness,  Zachariah  W.  Sickels,  Godfrey  Stark,  Asel  Gray; 
poundkeepers,  Squire  Read,  Harper  Rogers,  Timothy  Graves,  Benjamin  Waite; 
pathmasters,  John  Milliman,  Samuel  Latham-,  [ohn  Ryan,  Anthony  V.  Surdam, 
George  Nichols,  Samuel  Surdam,  Garret  Van  Home,  Isaac  II  Lansing,  Daniel 
Rogers,  John  Bovee,  Godfrey  Stark,  Jonathan  Case.  Ezekiel  Hodges,  Jonathan 
Moasby,  William  Briggs,  William  Mellen,  jr.,  David  Biown,  [ohn  Johnson,  Luke 
Prink. 

The  first  recorded  public  action  regarding  the  common  schools  was 
taken  at  the  town  meeting  of  1790,  when  John  Comstock,  Sylvester 
Noble,  Peter  Van  Dyck  and  Joseph  Dorr  were  elected  school  commis- 
sioners. Under  the  law  of  IKI5J— 1.815J  reorganizing  the  public  school 
system  of  the  State,  Joseph  Slade,  Nathaniel  Bishop  and  Daniel  Rogers 
were  elected  school  commissioners  in  the  spring  of  1814.  In  1844,  un- 
der the  law  providing  for  town  superintendents,  Simeon  Curtis  was 
elected  to  that  oilier  for  Moosick.  One  of  the  earliest  school  houses  in 
the  town  was  built  in  1788  at  the  expense  of  Edmund  Maynes,  Joseph 
Dorr,  Isaac  Bull  and  others  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  near  the 
bridge.  Among  the  names  of  the  earliest  teachers  appear  those  of 
Waterman  Dailee,  Field  Dailee  and  Elam  Buel.  There  have  been 
numerous  excellent  private  schools  in  the  village,  one  of  the  earliest  of 
which  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  David  Rathbun. 

The  assertion  lias  been  made,  and  it  is  now  accepted  as  a  fact  by  most 
persons,  that  the  "  Leatherstocking "  of  James  Fenimore  Cooper's 
novels  was  Nathaniel  Shipman,  one  of  the  earlier  settlers  of  the  north- 
eastern part  of  the  town  of  Hoosick.     Me  was  a  noted  trapper  and 
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hunter,  a  close  friend  of  the  Mohican  Indians,  and  fought  with  them 
against  the  French  and  the  Canadian  Indians.  He  was  a  Tory  during' 
the  War  of  the  Revolution  and  was  tarred  and  feathered  for  his  disloy- 
alty. Soon  after  he  disappeared  and  nothing  was  heard  of  him  for 
years.  Mr.  Shipman's  daughter  Patience  married  John  Ryan  of  lino- 
sick.  Mr.  Ryan  became  acquainted  with  the  novelist  Cooper  while  the 
former  was  serving  in  the  State  Legislature  about  1804  or  1805,  and  in 
their  conversations  it  was  found  that  the  missing  hunter  had  been  liv- 
ing in  the  forest  near  Otsego  lake  for  some  time.  lie  was  finally  in- 
duced to  return  to  Hoosick  and  reside  with  his  daughter  and  her  hus- 
band, though  he  frequently  returned  to  his  western  home  at  intervals. 
He  died  in  ISO!)  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Ryan  and  was  buried  in  the  village 
churchyard. 1 

One  of  the  most  important  battles  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution  was 
fought  entirely  within  the  present  limits  of  the  town  of  Hoosick,  vet 
that  great  event  is  recorded  in  history  as  the  flattie  of  Bennington! 
The  battle  ground  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  many  .historic 
points  in  the  county,  and  many  of  the  spots  are  so  plainly  marked  that 
they  are  at  once  evident  to  the  visitor  who  has  read  a  detailed  account 
ot  the  light,  which  is  found  in  preceding  pages  of  this  work,  carefully 
compiled  from  the  best  authorities. 2 

The  interest  taken  by  the  patriotic  residents  of  Hoosick  in  the  war 
of  1812  and  the  events  leading  up  to  it  was  very  marked.  In  few  com- 
munities was  the  cause  so  warmly  espoused  before  events  had  so  de- 
veloped that  it  was  seen  that  recourse  to  anything  but  war  was  impos- 
sible. As  early  as  1808  a  meeting  was  held  in  Hoosick  in  pursuance  of 
a  call  signed  by  Seth  Parsons,  Joseph  Dorr,  Benjamin  Walworth,  lleze- 
kitill  Muusell,  jr.,  |ohn  Ryan,  |.  N.  Northrup,  Benjamin  Lewis,  |.  C. 
Walworth,  Aaron  Haynes,  John  Palmer,  Asher  Armstrong  and  Thomas 
Osborne,  "  to  deliberate  on  the  embarrassment  which  foreign  nations 
and  the  advocates  of  rebellion  and  insurrection  have  brought  upon  the 
country."  As  a  result  of  the  meeting  a  letter  was  sent  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States  offering  the  services  of  the  patriotic  men  of 
Hoosick  in  the  event  of  war.  Other  public  meetings  followed  and  the 
patriotic  sentiment  of  all  the  inhabitants  was  kept  at  high  pitch.  When 
troops  were  required  to  enforce  the  embargo  arts,  a  military  company 

1  The  statement s  hei  r  contained,  regarding  Shiptnan  and  "  I,ealhersUicking,"  are  according 
to  the  story  told  by  Judge  Hall,  father  of  I-.  Uurke  Hall  of  Hoosick  Pulls,  in  his  "Annals  of  Hoosick." 
»  See  Chapter  V,  liistor)  of  Rensselaer  County. 
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was  formed  in  Hoosick  Falls,  with  Gideon  Gifford  as  captain,  Gilbert 
Barnes  as  lieutenant,  Samuel  Tappan  as  ensign  and  John  B.  Dickenson 
as  orderly  sergeant  In  L808,  soon  after  the  first  meeting  referred  to, 
Ebenezer  Cross,  upon  receiving  a  captain's  commission  from  General 
Dearborn,  secretary  of  war,  raised  a  company  and  when  war  was  de- 
clared performed  two  years'  service.  Others  who  served  included  Wil- 
liam Palmer,  John  II.  Ilavnes,  Captain  John  Walworth,  Reuben  II 
Walworth,  afterwards  chancellor,  Benjamin  (i.  Sweet,  Captain  Lem- 
uel Sherwood,  Ensign  John  Hallenbeck,  Benjamin  Baker,  Solomon 
Wilson,  Stephen  Chapman,  Clark  Baker,  Gerrit  Hallenbeck,  Jacob 
Haight,  Job  Cass,  Jacob  Case,  Sergeant  Watkins,  Jacob  Yandenburgh, 
 Ouderkirk,  Tallman  Chase  and  William  Coon. 

In  1  s I  1  there  were  three  companies  of  militia  in  Hoosick — an  artil- 
lery company  commanded  by  Captain  Thomas  Osborne,  a  company  of 
infantry  commanded  by  Captain  Abram  Reach  and  a  company  of  in- 
fantry commanded  by  Captain  Nathaniel  Bosworth.  One  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  volunteers  under  George  R.  Davis  joined  these  organiza- 
tions, and  all  marched  from  Troy  to  Plattsburgh,  but  the  battle  at  that 
place  had  been  fought  before  the)'  reached  there. 

The  men  of  Hoosick  furnished  one  company  for  the  Thirtieth  regi- 
ment New  York  Yols.,  which  went  to  the  front  during  the  early  days 
of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  The  first  meeting  was  held  at  the  Bap- 
tist church  April  :M,  1.801,  when  more  than  forty  men  signed  the  enlist- 
ment roll,  the  first  being  L.  Burke  Ball  of  Iloosick  Falls.  Money  was 
voted  liberally  and  soon  the  full  company  was  ready  for  the  field,  hav- 
ing been  designated  as  Company  II.  New  recruits  were  received  from 
Uiue  to  lime  during  the  war,  and  1 1(1  all  told  left  Iloosick  for  the  front 
during  that  memorable  struggle.  Those  who  died  in  the  service  1 
were : 

William  Sears,  -  Frank  Williams,  Martin  Barrel,  Jedediah  Varnum,  Matthew 
Dwyre,  David  K.  Conger,  Pardon  S.  Fuller,  ICdward  Conger,  James  Riley,  James 
Van  Acker.  James  Congdon,  William  A.  Callen,  Bartholomew  Carmody,  Jesse  T. 
Dunham,  David  Donahue,  Albert  S.  Hall,  Jeremiah  Kimball,  Ceor^eW.  Kenyon, 
lason  Love,  Robert  Patterson,  Jesse  Potter,  Ralph  Selby,  John  Cumber,  Henry  C. 
Link,  Thomas  II all,  Charles  II.  White,  John  J.  V.  Grover,  Robert  Robinson. 

The  largest  and  most  important  village  in  the  town  of  Hoosick  is 

''tin.'  records  aro  not  perfect.  The  figures  and  names  are  from  the  town  records  and  Judge 
Ball's  "Annalsof  Iloosick." 

'-'  Killed  at  Harper's  Ferry  September  15,  1802;  first  man  killed  in  tin;  Thirtieth  regiment, 


424 


LANDMARKS  OF  RENSSELAER  COUNTY 


Hoosick  Falls.  It  is  located  on  the  Hoosick  river  at  the  falls,  and  has 
one  of  the  finest  water  powers  in  the  State.  Early  settlements  in  the 
village  and  its  immediate  vicinitv  have  been  described  in  preceding 
pages.  Through  the  influence  of  Seth  Parsons,  who  conducted  a  ma- 
chine shop  there,  a  post-office  was  established  in  Hoosick  Fall s  in  1822 
and  Mr.  Parsons  became  its  first  postmaster.  lie  located  the  office  in 
his  shop  and  appointed  David  Hall  as  his  deputy.  Mr.  Parsons  was  re- 
tained in  the  office  nineteen  years,  dur'ng  which  time  the  development 
of  the  village  was  very  rapid  In  its  early  davs  the  post  route  to  Hoo- 
sick Falls,  or  "  the  Falls,"  as  the  village  was  first  known,  was  a  branch 
of  the  route  from  Albany  to  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  and  the  mail  was  carried 
to  and  from  Hoosick  Corners  by  a  boy,  who  walked. 

Hoosick  Palls  was  incorporated  as  a  village  in  1827,  and  Mr.  Parsons, 
who  evidently  was  one  of  the  most  public-Spirited  men  of  his  day,  was 
chiefly  instrumental  in  bringing  this  about.  At  the  lime  of  the  incor- 
poration of  the  village  it  had  a  population  of  two  hundred.  The  first 
village  was  one  mile  square,  with  the  old  Caledonian  cotton  factory  as 
the  centre. 

A  new  charter  was  granted  the  village  of  Hoosick  Palls  March  20, 
1851).    Some  of  the  most  important  sections  read  as  follows: 

All  that  part  of  the  town  of  Hoosick  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer  contained  within 
the  following  limits  shall  constitute  the  village  of  Hoosick  Falls,  to  wit:  Beginning 
at  a  point  due  north,  one  hundred  and  sixty  rods  from  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
brick  building  known  as  Gordon's  or  the  Caledonian  factory,  in  said  village,  aud 
running  thence  due  east  one  hundred  and  twenty  rods;  thence  due  south  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  rods ;  thence  due  west  two  hundred  and  forty  rods;  thence  due 
north  three  hundred  and  twenty  rods;  theucc  due  east  one  hundred  and  twenty  rods, 
to  the  place  of  beginning;  and  the  inhabitants  residing  therein  arc  hereby  constituted 
and  declared  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  l>v  the  name  of  the  village  of  Hoosick 
Kails.    .    .  . 

The  officers  of  the  village  shall  be  as  follows:  A  president,  four  trustees,  a  police 
justice,  one  or  more  police  constables,  a  collector,  a  chief  engineer  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment, a  treasurer,  a  clerk,  a  superintendent  of  streets,  a  poundmaster,  a  lire  warden. 

The  law  further  provided  that  the  president  and  trustees  should  be 
elected  by  the  people;  that  the  chief  engineer  and  two  assistants  should 
be  elected  by  the  lire  department,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  board 
of  trustees ;  that  the  clerk,  police  constables,  street  superintendent, 
treasurer,  collector,  fire  warden  and  poundkeeper  should  be  appointed 
annually  by  the  board  of  trustees;  that  the  police  justice  should  he  ap- 
pointed by  the  board  of  trustees.    The  village  was  also  prohibited  from 
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borrowing  money,  and  any  village  officer  incurring  any  liability  on  be- 
half of  the  village  was  made  personally  liable  for  the  same. 

The  Hoosick  Falls  Gazette,  formerly  the  Cambridge  Valley  News, 
which  was  moved  from  Cambridge  to  Hoosick  Falls  about  L802,  and  of 
which  A.  C.  Eddy  was  proprietor  at  the  time,  was  the  first  paper  pub- 
lished in  the  village.  It  continued  but  a  year.  vSoon  afterward  - 
Botsford  established  the  Hoosick  Falls  Independent,  but  this  too  died 
at  the  end  of  a  year.  The  Rensselaer  County  Standard  was  established 
November  15,  L873,  by  James  II.  Livingston,  and  since  that  time  it  has 
been  one  of  the  representative  papers  of  the  county. 

The  first  school  of  high  grade  in  the  village  was  Ball  seminary,  which 
was  incorporated  by  the  Regents  of  the  University  April  1  I,  1843.  The 
work  upon  the  building  was  begun  the  previous  summer.  Judge 
Chandler  Ball  donated  a  large  portion  of  the  money  necessary  to  its 
construction,  and  the  institution  was  named  in  his  honor.  The  first 
board  of  trustees  consisted  of  L.  Chandler  Ball,  Seth  Parsons,  Lyman 
Wilder,  Harvey  Patterson,  Adin  Thayer,  Hial  Parsons,  Thomas  Gordon, 
Andrew  Russell,  John  White,  William  Palmer,  Willard  Herrington  and 
John  Renwick.  The  seminary  was  eventually  closed  by  reason  of  the 
lack  of  funds  to  carry  on  the  good  work  auspiciously  started,  and  in 
1863  the  property  was  conveyed  to  school  district  No.  1  for  the  purpose 
of  founding  a  free  school.  Of  the  new  school  the  first  trustees  were 
Walter  Abbott  Wood,  Charles  H.  Merritt  and  the  Rev.  A.  De  Witt. 

The  early  history  of  the  schools  of  Hoosick  Falls  is  embodied  in  the 
school  history  of  the  town  of  Hoosick,  which  appears  in  preceding 
pages  of  this  chapter.  Since  the  early  days  the  schools  of  the  village 
have  risen  to  a  high  rank  in  the  State.  The  educational  facilities  of 
the  village  are  now  equal  to  any  found  in  any  village  of  its  size  in  the 
State.  The  affairs  of  the  district  are  administered  by  a  board  of  edu- 
cation composed  of  three  trustees.  The  community  is  epiite  particular 
into  whose  hands  it  commits  its  educational  interests  and  hence  there 
are  selected  for  this  important  office  men  who  are  prominent  for  busi- 
ness capacity  and  enterprise,  executive  ability  and  intellectual  attain- 
ments. The  trusteeship  has  been  graced  by  such  names  as  Hon.  Wal- 
ter A.  Wood,  |.  M  Roscbrooks,  Joseph  Buckley,  Hon.  |.  Russell  Par- 
sons, M.  J.  Farley,  William  Hyland  and  Ambrose  Carr.  The  district 
owns  and  uses  four  large  buddings.  For  many  years  Mrs.  Julia  M. 
Dewey,  a  scholarly  lady,  was  principal  of  the  schools.  She  resigned 
in  1887  and  has  since  held  responsible  positions  in  the  educational 
54 
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world.  John  E.  Shull  became  her  successor  and  continued  serving  as 
principal  for  three  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  the  board 
of  education  elected  him  superintendent.  Mr.  Shull  was  succeeded  by 
Prof.  Arthur  G.  Clement,  who  was  followed  by  Prof.  H.  H.  Snell,  the 
present  superintendent.  An  able  corps  of  twenty-five  teachers  is  em- 
ployed. Many  have  had  the  benefit  of  norma!  school,  college,  and 
high  school  training.  Nearly  all  have  had  considerable  experience  in 
the  school  room.  A  teachers'  training  school  is  in  connection  with 
the  school,  in  charge  of  Miss  Tuthill.  The  district  is  under  the  su- 
pervision of  tlie  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  in  189G  was  over  1,500,  and  the 
average  daily  attendance  was  about  90  per  cent,  of  the  enrollment. 
The  district  owns  a  large  and  well  selected  library  open  to  the  public 
and  pupils.     In  1  SS7  the  free  text  book  system  was  adopted. 

Resides  the  public  schools  St.  Mary's  church  supports  St.  Mary's 
academy,  which  opened  September  8,  1891,  with  550  pupils.  There 
are  twelve  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph  in  charge.  The  academy  was  char 
tercd  under  the  State  Board  of  Regents  December  12,  1894.  The 
school  is  noted  for  its  high  standard  of  educational  and  moral  disci- 
pline. The  building  is  a  three-story  brick  and  besides  commodious 
and  modern  school  rooms  there  is  a  large  hall  known  as  Columbus 
hall. 

Iloosick  Falls  is  supplied  with  pure  water  by  the  Hoosick  Falls 
Water  Supply  company.  The  source  is  a  gigantic  well  twenty  five  feet 
in  diameter  located  on  the  fiats  above  the  falls.  Water  is  pumped  into 
the  main  pipes  direct,  and  also  into  a  storage  reservoir  located  on  one 
of  the  eminences  in  the  extreme  eastern  part  of  the  village.  The  com- 
pany has  about  eight  miles  of  street  mains  ami  supplies  the  village 
with  eighty-eight  tire  hydrants.  The  officers  are  George  II.  Norman, 
president;  G.  Norman  Weaver,  treasurer,  and  Ezra  R.  Fstabrook,  sec- 
retary. The  water  was  first  turned  on  June  J,  I8SG.  The  capital  stock 
of  the  company  is  $100,000. 

Iloosick  Falls  is  supplied  with  an  excellent  system  of  sewerage  at  a 
cost  of  about  $50,000.  The  system,  which  consists  of  about  fourteen 
and  one-half  miles,  was  completed  during  November,  1893  That  it 
is  giving  entire  satisfaction  is  apparent  from  the  fact  that  already  over 
600  families  have  laid  connections  with  the  mains  and  the  number  is 
annually  increasing  in  large  numbers.  The  system  is  equipped  with 
automatic  flush  tanks.    Since  the  introduction  of  the  sewerage  system 
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the  average  sickness  has  been  largely  decreased.  Previous  to  its  intro- 
duction, at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  contagious  diseases  were  preva- 
lent, consequently  the  system  has  proven  a  blessing  in  this  direction. 
The  first  members  of  the  board  of  sewer  commissioners  were:  Joseph 
Buckley,  president;  Lyman  C.  Wilder,  clerk;  John  F.  Murray,  Dan- 
forth  Geer  and  Thomas  Gleason.  Lawrence  E.  Buckle)''  has  been  the 
superintendent  since  the  organization  of  the  board  or  since  the  system 
was  completed.    The  outlet  is  below  the  dam  of  the  Hoosick  river. 

By  a  special  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  March  1!),  1888,  a  police 
force  was  established  in  the  village,  regulated  and  governed  by  a  board 
of  police  commissioners.  Previous  to  this  time  the  patrolmen  were 
under  authority  and  special  fee  compensation  of  the  village  board  of 
trustees.  The  first  board  of  police  commissioners  consisted  of  Francis 
Riley,  president  of  the  village  and  board,  Charles  C.  Spencer  and  John 
H.  Cronin.  Their  first  meeting  was  held  March  26,  1888.  The  first 
patrolmen  were  Thomas  McManaway,  chief,  who  is  at  present  acting 
in  the  same  capacity,  John  McPartlin  and  Hugh  Reed.  The  present 
force  consists  of  Thomas  McManaway,  chief;  Byron  Willis  and  Auer 
Powers. 

Hoosick  Falls  boasts  of  several  handsome  public  buildings.  Fore- 
most is  the  armory  of  the  Thirty-second  Separate  company,  a  descrip- 
tion of  which  is  contained  in  the  history  of  the  company.1  Seth 
Parsons  steamer  house  on  Church  street,  a  two-story  building,  was 
erected  of  brick  at  an  original  cost  in  1882  of  $4,800.  The  total  cost  of 
the  building  has  been  $10,000.  The  village  also  has  four  public  school 
buildings.  One,  on  Main  street,  was  erected  about  1884;  the  High 
school  building,  a  three-story  brick  edifice  with  basement,  with  large 
hall  on  the  top  floor;  the  building  on  the  corner  of  Centre  and  Second 
streets,  known  as  the  Centre  Street  school,  erected  about  1880;  and  the 
Classic  Street  school,  formerly  the  old  Ball  academy.  Another  school 
is  in  Trumanville  and  is  now  known  as  Parsons  school. 

The  history  of  the  extensive  Walter  A.  Wood  Reaping  and  Mowing 
Machine  company  centres  from  the  early  history  of  Hon.  Walter  A. 
Wood,  whose  interesting  biography  is  contained  in  this  work.  He  was 
a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  afterwards  mastered  the  trade  of  machinist. 
After  a  time  he  became  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  agricultural 
implements.     In  1850  he  purchased  a  territorial  right  to  make  and  sell 


1  Sft'  Chapter  XIV. 
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the  reaper  known  as  the  John  P.  Manny  reaper,  and  began  its  manu- 
facture in  Hoosick  Falls.  The  date  of  the  first  introduction  of  the 
celebrated  Wood  machines  wa>  1852,  when  Mr.  Wood  commenced  their 
manufacture  in  a  small  way.  In  1855  he  added  to  his  facilities  by  buy- 
ing the  premises  of  the  Tremont  cotton  factory.  In  1859  the  increas- 
ing business  compelled  him  further  to  extend  his  premises  by  renting 
the  place  formerly  occupied  by  a  competitor.  In  November,  1800,  the 
entire  plant  was  annihilated  by  fire.  The  sales  had  averaged  5,000 
machines  for  the  two  years  previous.  The  same  year  the  work  of  re- 
building began  and  the  factor}''  was  established  with  improved  facili- 
ties. The  Wood  mower  had  already  been  added  to  his  manufactures 
and  has  remained  a  specialty  ever  since.  It  made  a  great  success  from 
the  start.  In  186J  Walter  A.  Wood  patented  his  "chain  rake  reaper," 
a  machine  so  unique  and  different  from  anything  ever  before  conceived 
that  perhaps  no  one  ever  looked  upon  it  the  first  time  without  being 
startled. 

Wood's  reapers  and  mowers  had  by  this  time  acquired  wide  fame  and 
his  business  was  not  only  attracting  attention  from  farmers,  but  from 
financial  people  in  the  business  world.  It  now  became  an  easy  matter 
to  enlist  large  capital  and  in  the  year  I8G6  the  Walter  A.  Wood  Mow- 
ing and  Reaping  Machine  company  was  organized  with  these  officers: 
Walter  A.  Wood,  president;  William  B.  Tibbits,  vice-president  and 
secretary;  Willard  Gay,  treasurer.  The  Wood  establishment  met  with 
a  second  interruption  by  fire  in  1870,  but  the  check  was  in  part  neutral- 
ized by  the  lately  acquired  ownership  of  the  Caledonia  Mill  buildings, 
which  furnished  a  workshop  while  the  burned  premises  were  rebuild- 
ing. From  the  date  of  the  fire  of  18?"  new  buildings  have  year  by 
year  been  added  to  meet  the  heavy  growth  of  business.  In  18?:$  the 
reel  rake  reaper,  known  as  the  "Walter  A.  Wood  sweep  rake  reaper," 
was  put  forth  with  great  success  In  LS74  the  most  striking  enterprise 
in  Mr.  Wood's  career  occurred  in  the  introduction  of  the  harvesting 
machine,  which  not  only  reaped  the  grain  and  separated  it  into  gavels, 
but  bound  it  into  sheaves  ready  for  the  shock  or  stack.  In  1878  was  in- 
troduced "  Wood's  enclosed  gear  mower,"  which  was  at  once  adopted 
as  a  type  by  European  manufacturers.  In  1&80  the  company  brought 
out  their  "twine  binder  harvester,"  to  which  was  added  "Wood's 
bundle  carrier,"  which  deposited  the  sheaves  in  groups.  Novelties 
were  brought  out  almost  every  year  after  that. 

The  works  stand  on  a  tract  of  eighty-five  acres  of  land  on  the  west 
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bank  of  the  Hoosick  river.  The  company  has  its  own  malleable  iron 
works,  besides  all  the  other  necessary  workshops,  constituting'  one  of 
,  the  most  commodious  and  conveniently  equipped  plants  of  its  kind  in 
existence.  On  a  high  point  of  land  in  the  midst  of  the  company's 
tract  stands  a  large  reservoir,  considerably  higher  than  the  roofs  of  the 
factory  buildings  and  connected  by  pipes  with  all  parts  of  the  premises, 
with  automatic  sprinklers  fastened  to  the  ceilings.  There  is  also  an  in- 
dependent fire  apparatus.  All  parts  of  the  works  are  connected  hy 
railroad  tracks,  which  comprise  seven  miles,  with  a  full  outfit  of  freight 
cars  and  two  locomotives  for  switching  cars  to  the  public  railroad  and 
moving  machines  and  material  on  the  premises.  Whole  freight  trains 
are  quicklv  loaded  at  the  company's  freight  houses  and  hauled  by  the 
company's  locomotives  to  the  track  of  the  Fitchbnrg  railroad,  thus 
bringing  their  works  into  prompt  communication  with  all  parts  of  the 
world.  The  shops  are  lighted  by  electricity  by  the  company's  private 
plant,  and  the  various  departments  are  steam  heated.  The  river 
furnishes  a  fine  water  power,  the  steam  engines  of  the  company  being 
used  merely  as  accessories  in  case  of  emergency.  The  company  has 
sent  forth  inventions  which  have  received  the  highest  prizes  at  nearly 
all  of  the  world's  fairs,  and  made  the  names  of  Walter  A.  Wood  and 
Hoosick  Falls  familiar  in  every  country.  In  1805  the  company  met 
with  reverses,  having  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  receivers,  Seymour 
Van  Santvoord  and  Danforth  Geer.  The  demand  for  machines,  espe- 
cially for  the  foreign  trade,  however,  has  been  larger  than  ever,  and 
the  works  were  operated  to  fill  the  demands  under  the  receivers'  hands 
in  18!i5  and  lS'.lG. 

Anions  the  prosperous  industries  of  the  place  established  during  1895 
was  the  Superior  Knitting  company,  located  on  Water  street.  The 
concern  was  organized  November  1,  1895,  for  the  purpose  of  manufac- 
turing ladies'  and  children's  ribbed  underwear.  The  first  members  of 
the  firm  were  Robert  Clark  and  his  brother,  George  W.  Clark.  Later 
Clarence  Rowland  and  Francis  Riley  were  taken  into  the  firm.  The 
concern  occupies  a  building  50  by  50  feet,  basement  and  three  stories, 
and  employs  about  sixty  hands. 

The  Miller,  Hall  Martwell  shirt  shop  occupies  a  three  story  brick 
building  at  the  corner  of  John  and  Lyman  streets.  About  200  hands 
are  now  employed.  E.  W.  Williams  is  superintendent.  The  concern's 
present  quarters  were  completed  in  May,  1896,  by  the  Hoosick  Falls 
Industrial  &  Building  association. 
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Among  the  other  industries  of  the  town  is  the  Noble  &  Johnston 
Machine  works,  located  at  the  foot  of  First  street  A  foundry  and  car- 
penter shop  is  connected  with  the  shop.  The  concern  was  organized 
under  this  name  in  ]  8!)-±  for  the  manufacture  of  paper-making-  machinery, 
which  is  sold  in  all  parts  of  the  country  and  abroad.  About  twenty- 
five  hands  are  employed.  The  factor)'  was  lormerly  used  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  Pruyn  potato  diggers. 

The  Wm.  Rowland  Paper  Box  factory  has  been  in  existence  several 
years.  About  fifty  hands  are  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  paper 
boxes. 

The  First  National  bank  of  Hoosick  Falls  is  the  only  banking  insti- 
tution in  the  village.  It  was  organized  March  11,  1880,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $00,000  and  began  business  in  its  present  quarters,  corner  of 
Classic  and  Main  streets,  May  3,  1880.  The  first  officers  were:  Presi- 
dent, Truman  J.  Wallace;  vice-president,  Charles  A.  Cheney;  cashier, 
Addison  Getty;  directors,  Walter  A.  Wood,  T.  J.  Wallace,  A.  L.  John- 
ston, S.  S.  Stevens,  C.  E.  Stroud,  W.  S.  Nicholls,  J.  Russell  Parsons, 
Benjamin  V.  Ouaekenbush,  J.  P.  Armstrong-,  Charles  ].  Eldredge,  E. 
A.  Cheney,  E.  P.  Markham,  Benjamin  P.  Herrington.  Its  present 
officers  are:  President,  E.  P.  Markham;  vice-president,  A.  L  John- 
ston; cashier,  Addison  Getty;  directors,  S.  S.  Stevens,  William  Kel- 
yer,  C.  W.  Eastern,  Addison  Getty,  A.  L.  Johnston,  E.  P.  Markham, 
H.  S.  Moseley,  Jos.  Buckley,  E.  R.  Estabrook,  Charles  O.  Eldredge, 
[raj.  Wood,  A.M.  Sherwood,  Walter  A.  Wood,  jr. 

Among  the  flourishing  secret  organizations  of  the  town  is  the  Benevo- 
lent Protective  Order  of  Elks,  No.  178,  organized  December  9,  1890, 
with  twenty  charter  members.  On  that  day  about  forty  members  of 
the  Troy  and  Albany  lodges  were  present  and  the  installation  occurred 
in  the  K.  of  1\  hall,  conducted  by  I).  I  >.  Sol  Davis  of  Albany.  The 
following  were  the  first  officers  elected:  Exalted  ruler,  Dr.  F.  R.  Plud- 
son  ;  esteemed  leading  knight,  Edward  Levy;  esteemed  loyal  knight, 
Thomas  IP  Ifayfield  ;  secretary,  Louis  Markstone;  treasurer,  Peter 
Gaffney;  tiler,  Forrest  D.  Varniim;  trustees,  William  Powell,  jr.,  Alex. 
A.  Levy,  James  King. 

The  village  of  Hoosick,  sometimes  known  as  Hoosick  Corners,  orig- 
inally was  an  important  point  in  the  old  stage  line  running  from  Troy 
to  Bennington,  Vt.  Ilezekiah  Munsell  was  probably  the  first  post- 
master, in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Dr.  Asher  Ann- 
strong  held  the  office  continuously  from  L799  to   1832.     Dr.  Asher 
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Armstrong  located  in  Hoosick  about  179G,  and  for  more  than  thirty- 
five  years,  or  until  his  death,  November  23,  1832,  enjoyed  a  large 
practice.  An  early  industry  at  "the  Corners"  was  a  tannery  main- 
tained for  many  years  by  William  Goodrich.  The  Tibbits  butter  fac- 
tory was  established  about  1871. 

North  Hoosick  is  located  on  the  Troy  &  Bennington  railroad  and  the 
Walloomsac  creek.  Several  small  industries  have  been  conducted  there 
from  time  to  time.  A  carding  mill  was  established  there  about  1807, 
and  later  was  operated  by  Timothy  McNamara  as  a  woolen  factory  In 
1840  Thomas  and  Samuel  Fowler  changed  it  to  a  flannel  factory.  A 
few  years  later  O.  R.  Burnham  &  Son  of  New  York  converted  it  into 
a  shawl  mill.  The  property  was  used  for  various  purposes  after  that, 
and  was  burned  in  1876. 

Eagle  Bridge  is  located  on  the  Fitchburg  railroad,  and  not  far  from 
the  Hoosick  river  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  town.  It  has  become 
quite  an  important  town  for  the  railroad  and  is  the  point  at  which  con- 
siderable shipping  is  done.  .The  industries  of  the  town  are  small. 

Walloomsac  is  a  small  hamlet  on  the  Troy  &  Bennington  railroad  in 
the  northeastern  part  of  the  town.  The  paper  mills  at  this  point  were 
established  by  A.  &  W.  Orr  of  Troy,  manufacturers  of  wall  paper. 
The  buildings  were  originally  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  the  McNamara 
scythe  works,  established  very  early  in  the  nineteenth  century.  A.  & 
W.  Orr  converted  the  property  into  a  paper  mill,  which  for  many  years, 
under  different  firms,  has  been  one  of  the  prominent  industries  of  that 
locality.  The  mill  at  Walloomsac  and  the  mill  at  North  Hoosick,  about 
a  mile  apart,  for  main-  years  were  run  in  connection. 

Bnskirk,  formerly  known  as  Buskirk's  Bridge,  is  located  in  the  north- 
ern pai't  of  the  town.  Its  industries  are  not  very  important  nor  nu- 
merous. 

West  Hoosick  is  a  small  hamlet  in  the  western  part  of  the  town. 

Trumanville,  a  hamlet  located  opposite  Hoosick  Falls,  was  incorpo- 
rated into  the  latter  village  many  years  ago. 

Potter  Hill  is  an  unimportant  hamlet,  containing  a  post-office,  located 
in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  town. 

The  first  place  of  Christian  worship  in  the  town  of  Hoosick  probably 
was  established  by  the  early  Catholics  at  St.  Croix  as  a  mission  for  the 
Indians.    Authentic  data  in  relation  to  this  institution  is  lacking. 

The  first  church  of  which  we  have  any  definite  and  satisfactory  record 
is  the  old  Protestant  Dutch  church  at  St  Croix,    The  building  stood 
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on  the  road  to  Cambridge.  The  house  of  worship,  which  was  built 
principally  through  the  offices  of  Cornelius  Van  Ness,  was  abandoned 
in  1800,  but  was  not  torn  down  until  twenty-five  years  later. 

In  the  northeastern  part  of  the  town,  near  Walloomsac,  a  Baptist 
church  was  founded  as  early  as  1178.  Three  or  four  years  later  a  house 
of  worship  was  erected,  and  in  1788  a  second  one  was  built  at  Waite's 
Corners.    One  authority1  says  that  the  church  was  established  in  1772. 

The  Hoosick  Baptist  church  was  founded  March  10,  1785.  Who  the 
first  pastor  was  does  not  appear  in  the  records.  The  first  of  whom 
anything-  is  known  was  the  Rev.  Samuel  Rogers,  who  served  from  1707 
to  1801.  For  four  years  the  society  was  without  a  pastor.  The  Rev. 
David  Rathbun  preached  from  L805  to  1809.  The  society  was  first 
known  as  the  Mapleton  church,  but  during  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev. 
James  Glass  the  name  was  changed  to  Hoosick  church.  About  IS^l 
the  church  was  transferred  to  Hoosick  Corners. 

The  Reformed  church  at  Buskirk's  Bridge  (now  Buskirk)  was  organ- 
ized May  2,  17'J2,  and.was  the  outgrowth  of  a  church  formed  in  1714 
in  Schagticoke.  The  Rev.  Samuel  Smith  first  served  the  society  as 
pastor,  preaching  but  once  a  month.  The  first  house  of  worship  was 
located  near  the  site  of  the  present  one,  the  locality  then  being  known 
as  Tiashoke.  In  1 8 2 :j  a  building  was  removed  from  Pittstown  and 
dedicated  May  2  of  that  year.    In  1872  it  was  enlarged  and  remodeled. 

The  Walloomsac  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organized  April 
18,  1811,  with  Isaac  Mosher,  John  Matthews,  John  Comstock,  Simeon 
Sweet,  Benjamin  Barnet  and  Thomas  Milliman  as  trustees.  The  first 
meeting  house  was  completed  the  same  year  and  some  time  afterward 
the  society  was  incorporated  as  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Old 
Hoosick.  June  2,  I$5S,  it  was  reincorporated  as  the  Walloomsac 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  soon  after  the  old  church  was  aban- 
doned and  services  were  held  in  the  school  house  at  North  Hoosick. 
Soon  after  the  church  was  reorganized  at  that  place. 

January  25,  1825,  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Hoosick  Falls  as- 
sembled at  the  Warren  meeting  house  on  Main  street  and  there  or- 
ganized a  religious  society  by  the  name  of  the  "  Presbyterian  Society 
of  Hoosick."  In  1820  the  congregation  erected  on  Church  street  a 
frame  meeting  house,  which,  when  finished,  was  dedicated  by  the  Rev. 
N.  S.  S.  Beman,  D.  D.,  of  Troy.    This  building  cost  $1 ,800  and  had 
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seats  fur  about  three  hundred  persons.  In  1854  the  old  building  was 
removed  and  the  present  church  edifice  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  about 
$7,000,  and  having  a  seating  capacity  for  about  five  hundred  persons. 
It  was  dedicated  in  the  spring  of  1854,  the  Rev.  N.  S.  S.  Beman,  I).  D., 
LL.  D.  of  Troy,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Noble  of  Schaghticoke  and  the  Rev. 
A.  M.  Beveridge  officiating.  The  church  edifice  was  enlarged  and  im- 
proved in  1879  at  an  expense  of  $5(5,500.  The  different  pastors  of  this 
church  have  been : 

The  Rev.  C.  Cheever,  1825-6;  the  Rev.  Samuel  W.  May,  1820-9;  the  Rev.  Robert 
Shaw,  1830-1  ;  the  Rev.  Luther  P.  Blodgett,  1831-6;  the  Rev.  Leonard  Johnson, 
1837-0;  the  Rev.  Thomas  Gordon,  1841  50;  the  Rev.  A.  M.  Beveridge,  1851-8;  the 
Rev.  A.  De  Witt,  1850-05;  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Lambert,  D,  1).,  1805-8;  the  Rev.  John 
Tatlock,  1).  1).,  1868-93;  the  Rev.  George  W.  Plack,  1893-90;  the  Rev.  E.  Payson 
Berry,  1890  . 

The  new  church  of  the  original  Mapleton  church  society,  located  at 
Hoosick  Corners  upon  the  renewal  of  the  organization,  was  erected 
ahout  1831.  At  that  time  Rev.  Israel  Reach,  who  had  accepted  a  call 
in  1824,  was  pastor,  and  he  remained  as  such  until  1889.  About  1869 
a  new  house  of  worship  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $11,000,  and  in  1874  a 
parsonage  costing  $4,000  was  built. 

The  Liberal  Religions  society  at  Mapleton  was  incorporated  January 
23,  1836,  and  occupied  the  property  of  the  old  Mapleton  church.  It 
was  established  as  a  mission  church,  and  persons  of  several  religious 
denominations  worshipped  there  in  its  early  days. 

The  First  Baptist  church  of  Hoosick  Falls  was  organized  October  30, 
1847.  In  the  meeting  house  of  the  "Warren  Society,"  May  8,  1851,  the 
organizers  of  the  church  elected  these  trustees:  {ohn  Lyon,  Jonathan 
Case,  Allen  Spencer,  llosca  Daniels  and  Kdmuiul  Leonard.  The  cer- 
tificate of  incorporation  is  dated  May  1851.  The  following  have 
been  pastors  of  the  church: 

The  Rev.  John  M.  Gregory,  1847-50;  supplies  for  several  years,  the  Revs.  Grant 
and  Thomas  Rogers  of  Hoosick  Corners;  the  Rev.  0.  C.  Kirkham,  1800-03;  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Rogers,  the  Rev.  William  A.  Doolittle,  the  Rev.  William  Wilcox,  the 
Rev.  William  Garnet,  1807  09;  the  Rev.  E.  T.  Hunt,  1809-1873;  the  Rev.  A.  R. 
Whipple,  1873-74;  the  Rev.  II.  W.Webber,  1874;  the  Rev.  II.  A.  Morgan,  1875-70; 
the  Rev.  George  R.  Robbins,  1876-88;  the  Rev.  A.  Chapman,  1888-95;  the  Rev. 
W.  E.  Webster,  1895  . 

The  congregation  until  recently  occupied  what  was  called  "the 
meeting  house"  of  the  Warren  society,  erected  in  1800.     During  1884 
a  beautitul  and  commodious  house  of  worship  was  built  at  a  cost  of 
55 
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over  $12,000  with  a  seating  capacity  of  700.  It  was  dedicated  October 
31,  1884. 

The  first  masses  were  celebrated  in  Hoosick  Falls  in  183J  by  the  Rev. 
J.  Shannahan  in  the  old  school  on  Elm  street,  and  in  the  Baptist  church 
(then  used  as  a  union  church).  The  Rev.  |.  B.  Dailey  attended  this 
place  in  1830-37,  and  subsequently  the  Rev.  Fathers  Flavermans,  Far- 
ley, Finnelly  and  Quigley  officiated  until  1849.  In  that  year  the  Rev. 
Hugh  Quigley  built  a  church  on  Chttrch  street,  which  was  afterward 
enlarged  by  the  Rev.  John  McDermott,  who  officiated  until  1802.  In 
1802  the  Augustinian  Fathers  took  charge  of  the  parish.  The  Rev.  J.  A. 
Darragh,  O.  S.  A.,  was  appointed  first  pastor  and  remained  in  charge 
until  1805,  being  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  E.  A.  Dailey,  O.  S.  A.,  who 
remained  in  charge  until  1874.  The  church  proving  too  small  the  cor- 
ner stone  of  a  new  church  on  Main  street  was  laid  August  15,  1809,  by 
the  Very  Rev.  E.  P.  Wadhams,  V.  G.,  of  Albany.  It  was  dedicated 
December  10,  L871,  by  the  Very  Rev.  T.  Galberry.  A  bell  weighing 
2,900  pounds  was  placed  in  the  tower  in  August,  1872.  In  July,  1874, 
the  Rev.  1.  D.  Waldron,  O.  S.  A.,  was  appointed  pastor,  anil  in  1890 
he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  P.  J.  O'Connell,  O.  S.  A.  The  Rev.  D.  D. 
Reagan,  the  present  pastor,  has  served  since  1894.  A  new  organ  was 
placed  in  the  church  August  15,  1881.  The  present  edifice  is  a  sub- 
stantial brick  structure  with  stone  trimmings,  and  cost  $58,000.  Its 
seating  capacity  is  1,050. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Hoosick  Falls  was  incorporated 
April  12,  1858.  In  1800  a  frame  church  was  erected  on  Main  street,  in 
which  services  were  first  held  on  Christmas  day  of  that  year,  at  which 
time  it  was  dedicated,  the  Rev.  J.  E.  King,  D.D.,  preaching  the  sermon 
on  the  occasion.  The  building  cost  about  $3,300,  and  had  a  seating 
capacity  of  300.  It  was  further  enlarged  in  1877.  A  fine  toned  bell, 
weighing  1,800  pounds,  and  costing  $042,  was  placed  in  the  belfry  in 
the  summer  of  1874.  In  L887,  during  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  C.  W. 
Rowley,  it  was  determined  to  build  a  new  church,  the  old  one  having 
been  outgrown.  The  Russell  homestead  was  purchased,  the  old  house 
converted  into  a  parsonage,  and  the  corner  stone  of  a  new  church  laid 
October  20,  1.887.  The  edifice  was  completed  in  about  a  year,  at  a  cost, 
including  furnishing,  of  about  $30,000;  the  value  of  the  entire  prop- 
erty, lot,  parsonage  and  church,  being  about  $40,000.  This  building 
was  dedicated  October  31,  ISSN.  The  society  is  in  a  strong  and  flour- 
ishing condition.  The  first  pastor  of  the  church  was  the  Rev.  Reuben 
Washburne. 
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The  Baptist  church  at  West  Hoosick  was  incorporated  April  1G,  1801, 
with  Stephen  Paddock,  Philip  Herrington  and  Isaac  Shedd  as  trustees. 

St.  Mark's  Protestant  Episcopal  parish,  of  Hoosick  Falls,  was  organ- 
ized under  the  ministrations  of  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  O.  Preston.  It  was 
incorporated  November  1,  1834.  The  parish  continued  to  exist  in  a 
very  uncertain  condition  till  1858,  when  a  new  organization  was  effected. 
The  corner  stone  of  the  church  was  laid  in  the  summer  of  1858  by  the 
Rt.  Rev.  Horatio  Potter.  The  first  services  in  the  church  were  held 
Sunday,  A<igust  :H>,  1 800,  and  the  edifice  was  consecrated  May  5,  I8G3. 
The  church  was  partially  destroyed  by  tire  in  I88G;  was  restored  the 
same  year,  and  enlarged  in  1S88-89.  This  church  contains  a  town- 
clock  and  a  line  chime  of  bells  presented  by  J.  Hobart  Warren,  in 
memory  of  his  wife.  A  beautiful  carved  oak  reredos,  representing  the 
Lord's  Supper,  is  the  gift  of  William  M.  Cranston,  of  England,  in 
memory  of  his  wife.  A  brass  lectern  and  oak  pulpit  are  the  gift  of 
John  (1.  Darroch,  in  memory  of  his  wife.  The  rectors  of  the  parish 
have  been  : 

Rev.  Nathaniel  O.  Preston,  1833-38;  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  "Williams;  the  Rev.  lames 
Henry  Morgan,  1801-63;  the  Rev.  Geo.  A.  Weeks,  1808-65 ;  the  Rev.  Geo.  II.  Nieh- 
olls,  1865-81;  the  Rev.  Ceo.  I).  Sillmian,  1881  93;  the  Rev.  (.'has.  C.  Edmunds,  jr., 
1893,  now  rector. 

SUPERVISORS  OK  HOOSICK. 

1789-1794,  Thomas  Sickels;  1795-1796,  John  Ryan;  1797-1799,  Joseph  Dorr;  1800, 
Joseph  Dorr;  1801  -1803,  John  Ryan;  1804-1805,  Joseph  Dorr;  1806-1809,  John  Ryan; 
1810-1812,  Joseph  Dorr;  1813-1814,  Jonathan  Eddy;  1815-1818,  Nathaniel  Bishop: 
1819-1823,  Jirah  Baker;  1824-1825,  Reuben  Clark;  1826-1827,  Amasa  Kenyon;  1828, 
Abraham  Ke.uh.  1820  is;::!.  Harry  Patterson;  183-1  1835,  Reuben  Clark;  1830, 
Daniel  K.  I '.rati ;  I  S3?  1838,  Palmer  S.  Shrieves;  1839  1841,  David  Harrington  (2d); 
1842  18-15,  David  S.  MeNamara ;  1840,  Jonathan  Cottrell  (tie),  D.  M.  Cooley  (ap- 
pointed); 1847,' Lucius  M.  Cooley;  1848-1849,  Alvah  H.  Webster;  1850-1851;  Nicholas 
Dan  forth;  1852-1853,  Joseph  11  as  well;  1854,  Jirah  E.  Baker;  1855,  Augustus  John- 
son; 1856,  Harry  Patterson;  1857,  Alvah  H.  Webster;  1858,  George  W.  Ostrander; 
1859,  William  Hayes;  1800-1807,  J.  P.  Armstrong;  1875,  Gideon  Reynolds;  1870- 
187i,  Alvah  H.  Webster;  1878,  Jonathan  P.  Armstrong;  1879-1880,  J.  Russell  Parsons; 
1881-1882,  E.  C.  Reynolds;  1883  1884,  Re  Grand  Tibbits;  1885,  William  P.  liar  wood; 
1880,  Le  Grand  C.  Tibbits;  1887,  Levi  E.  Word  en ;  1888-1889,  Joseph  Buckley;  1890, 
Levi  E.  Worden;  1891-1892,  Francis  Riley;  1893  1895,  Watson  M.  Holmes;  1800, 
Salem  IT.  White. 

Town  Clerks  ok  Hoosick. 
1789-1792,  Zachariah  W.  Sickels;  1793-1799,  Thomas  Hartwelf;  1800-1809,  Sylves- 
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ter  Noble;  1810-1812,  Thomas  Osborn  ;  1813-18)8,  John  Comstock  ;  1819-1820,  Thomas 
Osborn;  1821,  Seth  Parsons;  1822,  Samuel  Burrell;  1823-1827,  Seneca  Dorr;  1828, 
Dow  Van  Vechten ;  1829-1834,  Hiram  Hairington;  1835,  Jonathan  Eddy;  1836-1838, 
Jonathan  Eddy,  jr.  ;  1839,  Abram  K.  Sanders;  1840,  Samuel  F.  Burrell;  1841-1842, 
Adin  Thayer,  jr.  ;  1843,  Abram  K.  Sanders;  1844,  Andrew  Russell;  1815,  Jason  Bur- 
rell; 1840,  Isaac  N.  Joslin ;  1847,  Truman  J.  Wallace;  1848.  Willard  Harrington; 
1840-1850,  Ezra  R.  Estabrook:  1851,  .Marshall  F.  White;  1852,  J.  Cordon  Russell; 
1853,  S.  Parsons  Cornell ;  1854,  J.  Cordon  Russell;  1855,  Marshall  F.  White;  1856- 
1857,  S.  Parsons  Cornell;  1858,  Charles  II.  Hawks;  1859-1862,  Edward  M.  Jones, 
1803,  Ezra  R.  Estabrook ;  1864,  Mauley  W.  Morey;  18(15,  Charles  E.  Morey;  1866, 
John  P.  Brown;  1867-1868,  Ezra  R.  Estabrook;  1869-1870,  Eli  P.  Forby;  1871, 
George  E.  Wilcox;  1872,  Edward  F.  Brush,;  1873,  Henry  D.  C.  Manners;  1874-1877. 
Henry  O.  Peters;  1878,  Henry  D.  C.  Banners;  1879-1881,  Warren  F.  Peters;  1882, 
Joseph  Haussler,  jr.;  1883,  C.  A.  Johnston ;  1884-1886,  Joseph  Haussler,  jr. ;  1887, 
W.  II.  Estabrook;  1888,  W.  F.  Peters;  1889,  George  W.  Van  Hyning;  1890,  B.  C. 
Armstrong';  1891-1892,  P.  MeKeaiin;  1 893,  Ambrose  Carr,  1894-  — ,  F.  H.  Esta- 
brook. 

Justices  ok  the  Peace  ok  Hoosk  k. 

Harry  Patterson,  February  24,  1S23;  Clark  Raker,  February  24,  1823;  Seth  Par- 
sons, March  11,  1823;  Stephen  Eldt'red,  September  30,  1823;  David  Cleason,  October 
18,  1823;  Hen  Munsell,  jr.,  October  24,  1823;  Harry  Patterson,  January  1,  1828; 
Herr  Munsell,  jr.,  January  10,  L828 ;  Davit!  S.  Benway,  January  18,  1828;  Nathaniel 
L.  Milliman,  January  25,  1828;  David  S.  Benway,  January  7,  1829;  Lemuel  Sher- 
wood, jr.,  December  9,  182!). 

Commencing  in  lSlii),  these  officers  were  elected  at  the  annual  town 
meeting's  as  follows: 

1830,  Seth  Sweet;  1831,  Harry  Patterson;  1832,  John  J.  Viele;  1833,  Moses  War- 
ren; 1834,  John  Fitch,  Prosper  M.  Armstrong;  1835,  Nathan  Wait;  1836,  George 
Manchester,  L.  Chandler  Ball;  1837,  George  W.  Rogers;  183S,  David  L.  McNamara; 
1839,  Ile.'.elviah  Munsell,  Willi. uu  C,  Rayinor;  1840,  David  S.  Benway;  1841,  Albert 
Brown;  1842,  David  S.  MeNamaia;  1843,  Jason  Burrell;  1814,  George  Manchester, 
Henry  B.  Clark;  1845,  Henry  B.  Chub;  1846,  David  S.  McNamara;  1847,  John  Ken- 
wick;  ISIS,  James  J.  Allen;  1849,  Henry  R.  Clark;  1S50,  George  Chase;  1851,  fason 
Burrell;  1852,  Jirah  E.  Raker;  1853,  Henry  B.  Clark;  1854,  George  Chase;  1855, 
BriggsKeaeh;  1850,  Andrew  Houghton;  1857,  Henry  R.  Clark;  1858,  George  Chase; 
1859,  Marshall  F.  White;  1860,  J.  Oscar  Joslin ;  1801,  Henry  Hawks;  1802,  George 
Chase;  1.863,  Marshall  F.  White;  1S04,  Eli  Barton,  jr.;  1865,  J.  Merritt  Bratt;  I860, 
George  Chase;  1807,  Marshall  F.  White;  1868,  J.  Oscar  Joslin ;  1809,  Gideon  Rey- 
nolds; 1870,  George  Chase,  Henry  Hawks;  1871,  Joseph  Buckley ;  1872,  Henry  D.  Har- 
rington ;  1873,  George  W.  Brown  ;  1874,  Alexander  Frier;  1875,  Joseph  Buckley  ;  1870, 
George  W.  Allen;  1877,  Albert  II.  Hawks;  1878,  Alexander  Frier;  1879,  Joseph 
Buckley;  1880,  George  W.  Allen;  1881,  Albert  II.  Hawks;  1882,  Edward  Hayes; 
1883,  Joseph  Buckley;  1884,  Elon  Percey;  1885,  Albert  H.  Hawks;  1 880,  A.  G. 
Hayner;  1887,  Alexander  Frier;  1888,  George  11.  Kim-aid  ;  1889,  Elmer  F.  Barnes; 
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1890,  Warren  S.  Reynolds;  1891,  Charles  E.  Cunningham;  1892,  William  A.  Cahill; 
1893,  Henry  A.  Johnston;  1894,  John  M.  Percey;  1895,  Franklin  B.  Surdam ;  1896, 
William  A  Cahill. 

Presidents  of  the  Village  ok  Hoosick  Falls.1 

1827,  Seth  Parsons;  1*29,  S.  S.  Crocker;  1830,  Jonathan  Hurlburt;  1831,  Hiram 
Herrington;  18:12,  Joseph  Dorr;  1833,  Hairy  Patterson;  1834,  S.  S.  Crocker;  1835,  L. 
Chandler  Hall;  1830,  Thomas  Htissey  ;  1837,  Matthew  Wait;  1838-1839,  L.  Chandler 
Ball;  1840,  Hiram  Herrington;  1841,  Seth  Parsons;  1842,  Doel  Sanders ;  1843,  L. 
Chandler  Ball;  1844,  Hial  Parsons;  1845,  L.  Chandler  Pall,  1840,  John  White;  18-17, 
fohn  Renwick;  1848,  Willanl  Herrington;  1849,  L.  Chandler  Ball ;  1850,  Harry  Pat- 
terson; 1851,  L.  Chandler  Pall;  1852,  Willaid  Herrington;  1853,  Henry  Gill;  1854- 
1857,  L.  Chandler  Ball;  1858,  Walter  A.  Wood;  1859-1 80S,  records  missing;  1809,  W. 
II.  Burchard;  1870  1871,  P.  Chandler  Hall;  1872-1*74,  J.  Russell  Parsons;  1875-1870, 
Albert  T.  Skinner ;  1877,  Joseph  Buckley;  1878,  J.  M.  Rosebrooks;  1*79,  Isaac  A. 
Allen;  1**0,  M.  V.  B,  Peters;  1**1,-  Edgar  Leonard;  1882-1884,  C.  C.  Spencer; 
1885-1887,  W,  P.  Parsons;  1888-1890,  Frank  Riley;  1891-1893,  Thomas  Canfield ; 
1*94  ,  J.  M.  Rosebrooks. 

Clerks  ok  the  Village  ok  Hoosick  Palls. 

1827-4832,  Hezekiah  Munsell,  jr.  ;  1833,  S.  S.  Crocker;  1*3-1,  Sidney  A.  Page;  1835, 
Walter  Clark;  1830,  Hezekiah  Munsell, jr  ;  1837,  Samuel  Shuffleton ;  1838-1839,  Isaac 
N.  Joslin;  1*40,  Hezekiah  Munsell;  1*41,  Hial  K.  Parsons;  1842,  John  Renwick; 
1843-1*15,  Isaac  N.  Joslin;  1*10.  William  Dorr;  1*47,  Isaac  N.  Joslin;  1848,  Truman 
J.  Wallace;  1*19  1852,  Elliot  C.  Aldrich ;  1853-1855,  Truman  J.  Wallace;  1850-1857, 
M.  P.  White;  1*5*,  Truman  J.  Wallace;  1*71,  John  E.  Wilcox;  1872-1875,  Albert  C. 
Eddy;  1*70  -1879,  Ed  ward  Matthews;  1*80-1**1,  Henry  O.  Peters;  1**2-1*87,  Wal- 
lace Barnes;  1888-1893,  W.  H.  S locum ;  1*94-    — ,  Edward  J  Pane. 

i  The  ivi'orils  for  some  of  tlu>  years  are  missing;.  Hie  list  horn  (jivon  is  .is  nearly  eoim>loio  as 
u  i<  possible  i,.  make  il.    li  was  eompile.l  liy  ICilwanl  J.  Lane,  village  .  lerk. 

»  Siine  ISSI  tin'  pi-csuleni,  treasurer  ami  puliei-  justice  i >i  lloosiok  Kails  have  held  oiliee  for 
terms  of  t hree  years  eaeh,  lilt:  term  <  a  the  el  el  k  remaining  one  year'. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

TOWN  OF  SCTTAGHTfCOKE. 

Schaghticoke  is  situated  in  the  northwest  coi  ner  of  the  county,  and 
is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  town  of  ICaston,  Washington  county; 
on  the  east  by  Pittstown,  from  which  it  is  separated  in  part  by  the 
Hoosick  river;  on  the  smith  by  Pittstown  and  Lansingburgh,  and 
on  tlie  west  by  the  towns  of  Half  moon  and  Stillwater,  in  Saratoga 
county,  from  winch  it  is  separated  by  the  Hudson  river.  The  Revised 
Statutes  of  tlie  State  describe  the  town  as  follows: 

The  town  <>l  Schaghticoke  shall  contain  all  that  part  of  said  county  bounded  as 
follows:  Beginning  in  Hudson's  River,  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  county,  and 
running  thence  east  along  the  north  bounds  of  the  county  to  the  middle  of  Hoosick 
River;  thence  down  along  said  river  to  Viele's  or  Toll's  bridge;  then  a  direct  course 
to  the  westernmost  coiner  of  the  grist-mill  heretofore  or  late  of  Michael  Cook,  of 
Cooksburgh ;  thence  westerly  along  the  bounds  of  Lansingburgh  to  the  bounds  of 
the  county;  then  northerly  along  the  same  to  the  place  ol  beginning. 

The  first  "rant  to  lands  in  the  limits  of  the  present  town  of  Schagh- 
ticoke was  given  to  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Albany  by  the  charter  of 
1  (JSC.  The  city  did  not  take  advantage  of  the  privileges  thereby  ac- 
corded it,  and  in  I (398  a  patent  was  granted  to  Mendrick  Van  Rensse- 
laer. The  year  after  he  sold  his  rights  to  the  city  of  Albany,  which, 
in  ITOT,  secured  from  the  Indians  a  tract  of  land  ol  an  area  of  thirty- 
six  square  miles.  The  price  paid  the  aboriginal  owners  by  the  city  ol' 
Albany  was  "two  blankets,  two  body  coats,  twenty  shirts,  two  guns, 
twelve  pounds  of  powder,  thirty  and  six  pounds  of  shot,  eight  gallons 
of  rum,  two  casks  of  beer,  two  rolls  of  tobacco,  two  gallons  of  Madeira 
wine,  and  some  gin."  Part  of  the  town  is  also  within  the  limits  of  the 
original  Hoosick  patent,  which  began  at  the  "  Schaghticoke  tract  " 
and  extended  up  the  valley  of  the  Hoosick  river  two  miles  in  width  on 
each  side  of  the  river. 

The  town  of  .Schaghticoke  was  the  home  of  the  Mohican,  then  the 
Schaghticoke  Indians.1     It  is  probable  that  the  territory  so  frequently 

1  See  Page  II. 
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referred  to  in  the  early  records  as  the  "Schaghticoke  tract"  was  the 
land  set  apart  for  the  use  of  these  Indians. 

The  physical  conditions  of  the  town  do  not  differ  materially  from 
those  of  its  neighbor,  Pittstown.  In  the  southern  portion  of  the  town 
are  high  hills,  from  which  fertile  fields  slope  gradually  to  the  Hudson 
river  on  the  west  and  the  Hoosick  on  the  north.  The  Tomhannoek  is 
the  principal  creek,  flowing  northwesterly  through  the  town  and 
emptying  into  the  Hoosick  river.  The  valley  at  the  junction  of  these 
two  streams  is  exceedingly  picturesque.  Some  of  the  small  streams 
flow  for  part  of  their  courses  through  deep,  picturesque  glens,  and 
in  many  places  there  are  pretty  waterfalls  and  cascades.  At  one 
point  there  is  a  fall  of  fifty  feet  in  the  Tomhannoek,  and  at  another 
point,  just  above,  a  fall  nearly  as  great. 

The  earliest  settlements  in  the  town  doubtless  were  made  near  the 
junction  of  the  Tomhannoek  with  the  Hoosick  before  the  year  1070.  The 
first  permanent  settler  of  whom  any  record  exists  was  Lewis  Viele,  son 
of  Cornell's  Cornelise  Viele  of  Schenectady,  who  moved  to  Schaghticoke 
in  1668  or  the  following  year.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable  wealth  for 
those  days  and  laid  out  a  farm,  which  he  purchased  of  the  Indians, 
near  the  site  of  what  for  more  than  a  century  was  known  as  Yiele's  (or 
Veile's)  bridge.  He  brought  laborers  with  him,  and  probably  a  con- 
siderable family,  and  soon  after  he  moved  there  he  was  followed  by 
others  who  had  learned  of  the  great  fertility  of  the  valley  and  the 
splendid  water  power  which  abounded  for  miles  thereabouts. 

Comparatively  nothing  is  known  of  Viele's  neighbors,  or  any  other 
settlers  until  1707,  when  the  city  of  Albany  offered  the  lands  of  Schagh- 
ticoke lor  settlement,  Antony  those  who  took  advantage  of  this  oil  er 
were  )ohn  lleer-nians  Vischor,  who  soon  removed  from  the  town; 
Corset  Voeder;  [ohn  I)e  Wandelaer,  jr.,  who  also  removed  from  the 
town  about  L712  or  1713;  John  Knickerbocker,  who  located  on  the 
farm  which  has  always  remained  in  the  family  he  founded  ;  Derick 
Van  Veghten,  who  came  either  from  Albany  or  Schenectady ;  Daniel 
Kittelhuyn  (or  Kittle),  who  lived  "on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson, 
eighteen  miles  above  Albany ;"  Wonter  Quocumbos  (whose  name  after- 
ward appears  as  Adriaen  (Juackenbush),  ancestor  of  Hon,  John  A. 
Quack  en  bush ;  Cornelius  Vandenburgh,  who  located  opposite  the  vil- 
lage of  Stillwater  at  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  old  ferry;  Abram  Fort, 
who  settled  a  little  more  than  a  mile  northeast  of  old  Schaghticoke ; 
Ignace  Kipp,  Philip  Livingston,  Samuel  Doxie,  Martin  Daniels,  Simon 
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Daniels  and  Peter  Winne.  Seventy-live  years  later  among  those  re- 
siding- in  Schaghticoke  were  Jacob  Overocker,  near  Melrose;  George 
Wetsel,  his  neighbor ;  Samuel  Rowland,  south  of  Johnsonville;  Cornel- 
ius Wiley,  on  the  east  side  of  the  present  line  dividing  Schaghticoke 
and  Pittstown;  Lewis  Van  Antwerp,  near  Schaghticoke  Hill ;  Sybrandt 
Viele,  proprietor  of  a  tavern  at  Schaghticoke  Bill;  John  W.  Groesbeck, 
William  McCleaver,  Thaddens  S.  W.  Conant,  Gerrit  Wenat,  Daniel 
Elst,  Thomas  I  licks,  Sybrant  (Cebra?)  Qnackenbush,  Pennel  Macon, 
David  Browning,  Walter  N.  Groesbeck  and  Reuben  Morehouse. 

The  first  saw  mill  built  in  the  town  was  located  at  Johnsonville  and 
was  owned  by  Thomas  L.  Whitbeck.  Iiarly  tavernkeepers  were  Wan- 
dell  Overocker,  whose  house  was  near  the  Hudson  river;  John  Travis, 
Caleb  Gilford,  fared  Esbell,  Ephraim  Lyons,  Moses  Canlield,  Samuel 
Stearns,  Isaac  Lull,  ]ames  Brookings,  [esse  Buffett,  Elias  La)',  Jacob 
Overocker  and  Jonah  Moore.  Later  David  Bryan  and  Sybrandt  Yiele 
kept  inns  at  Schaghticoke  1 1  ill.  Early  merchants  included  Samuel 
Wilbur,  Edwin  Smith,  Judge  Smith,  Charles  B.  Stratton,  Henry  N. 
Wales  and  Fellows  &  Briggs.  The  leading  earliest  physicians  were 
Dr.  Zachariah  Lyon  and  Dr.  Ezekiel  Baker.  One  of  the  first  lawyers 
was  Herman  Knickerbocker,  who  had  an  office  and  residence  at  Schagh- 
ticoke 1  Iill,  who  was  frequently  referred  to  as  the  Prince,  from  the 
fact  that  while  in  Congress  he  frequently  asserted  that  he  was  "the 
Prince  of  the  tribe  of  the  Schaghticoke  Indians."  Another  lawyer 
who  located  early  at  the  same  place  was  Henry  b.  Wales.  Charles  [. 
Wilbur  and  Thomas  C.  Ripley  practiced  law  at  Hart's  Falls  in  its  early 
clays. 

The  town  of  Sehagticokc  was  organized  by  law  March  ?,  1  ?SS,  and 
the  first  town  meeting  was  held  April  T  and  S,  I7S0,  at  the  house  of 
John  Carpenter.    At  this  meeting  the  following  officers  were  chosen : 

Supervisor,  Jacob  A.  Lansing;  town  clerk,  Silas  Wiekes;  assessors,  Nicholas 
Groesbeck,  Zephaniah  Russell,  Abraham  Viele,  Jacob  Yates,  .Martin  Weatherwax ; 
overseers  of  the  poor,  Walter  N.  Groesbeck,  James  Masters,  Pennel  Bacon;  com- 
missioners for  roads,  James  S.  Masters,  John  W.  Groesbeck,  William  Kittle;  consta- 
bles, John  Story,  Sybrandt  Viele,  Jacob  Groesbeck;  collector,  William  Groesbeck; 
pathmasters,  Jared  Esbell,  Ashley  Goodrich,  Richard  Bennett,  John  Kinnion,  Wal- 
ter N.  Groesbeck,  Athniel  Williams,  John  Weatherwax,  Jeremiah  Spalding,  Nathaniel 
Samburns,  Harrison  Quackenbush,  John  W.  Groesbeck,  Abraham  Viele,  Garret 
Waldron,  Peter  Yates;  fenceviewers,  Walter  N.  Groesbeck,  Asa  Havens,  Nathaniel 
Rusco;  poundmaster,  Walter  N.  Groesbeck. 

An  interesting  bit  of  history  is  contained  in  Chapter  XXXIV  of  the 
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laws  of  1792,  passed  March  2o,  1792.  It  describes  the  manner  in  which 
the  State  of  New  York  came  into  possession  of  the  lirst  bridge  across 
the  Hoosick  river : 

That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  to  and  for  the  commissioners  of  the  land  office, 
and  the)' are  hereby  directed  to  cause  to  be  laid  out  for  William  Chaceat  his  expense, 
a  tract  of  unappropriated  laud  nor  exceeding  twelve  thousand  acres,  iu  such  part  of 
the  State  as  they  may  think  proper  to  the  northward  of  the  Mohawk  river,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  the  bridge  lately  erected  by  him  over  Hoosick  river  in  the  county  of 
Rensselaer,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  granted  by  letters  patent  under  the  great 
seal  of  this  State,  to  him  and  his  heirs,  upon  his  granting  and  conveying  the  same 
bridge,  and  all  his  right  title  and  interest  of,  in  and  to  the  same,  and  of,  in  and  to  the 
highway  leading  to  and  from  the  said  bridge,  on  each  side  of  the  said  river,  to  the 
people  of  this  State. 

That  the  commissioners  of  the  highways  for  the  town  of  Schachtekoke,  for  the  time 
being,  shall  cause  the  said  bridge  from  time  to  time,  to  be  maintained  and  kept  in 
repair  at  the  expense  of  Rensselaer  county;  such  expense  to  be  assessed,  raised  and 
collected  in  the  said  county,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  contingent  charges  of 
the  said  county,  are  assessed,  raised  and  collected;  which  monies  so  raised  for  the 
expense  of  the  said  bridge,  shall  be  paid  to  the  commissioners  of  the  highways  in  the 
town  of  Schachtekoke  for  the  purpose  aforesaid;  Provided  the  sum  so  to  be  raised 
for  such  expense  shall  not  exceed  in  any  other  year,  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds. 

Exactly  seven  years  afterward,  the  bridge  meantime  having  reverted 
to  the  town  of  Schaghticoke,  or  on  March  23,  1799,  the  Legislature 
authorized  John  Knickerbacker,  jr.,  Silas  Weeks,  John  Travis,  Zepha- 
niah  Russell,  Bethel  Mather  and  Charles  Joy  to  build  a  bridge  "over 
the  Hoosick  river,  at  the  same  place,  where  William  Chase  formerly 
built  a  bridge."  These  men  were  also  authorized  to  collect  toll  from 
those  using  the  bridge  at  stipulated  rates.  The  location  of  the  bridge 
was  I  hen  known  us  Sohagtikoke  Point.  The  Legislature  prohibited 
the  erection  of  other  bridges  across  the  same  river  within  one  mile  of 
this  point,  except  for  private  use. 

In  1798  the  town  was  divided  into  nineteen  road  districts  and  the 
work  of  improving  the  public  highways  was  begun  on  a  scale  which 
soon  gave  that  town  thoroughfares  as  good  as  any  within  a  radius  of 
of  many  miles,  and  better,  on  the  whole,  than  many  of  the  principal 
roads  in  towns  which  had  been  settled  permanently  many  years  before. 
But  several  years  previous  to  that  time  systematic  work  in  this  field 
was  undertaken.    August  31,  L793,  it  was  recorded: 

This  may  certify  that  a  highway  is  laid  out  in  the  following  manner,  viz. :  Begin- 
ning at  the  Sancoik  road,  at  or  near  a  swing-gate  on  the  north  side  of  said  road  ;  a 
few  rods  east  of  the  dwelling  house  of  Stephen  Hunt;  thence  a  northerly  course 
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through  the  lands  of  Richard  Green ;  thence  the  same  course  through  the  land  of 
Wandle  (Wandell)  Overocker  to  the  land  of  Jacob  Weeks;  and  nearly  the  same 
course  through  the  land  of  said  Weeks  until  it  intersects  or  enters  the  road  that  leads 
from  said  Sancoik  road  to  the  Point,  or  Stephenson  Mills. 

By  Garnet  Wiune  and  Nathaniel  Jacobs,  commissioners  for  the  town  of  Schagh- 
ticoke. 

By  the  general  law  dividing  all  the  counties  of  the  State  into  towns, 
passed  April  7,  1801,  the  bounds  of  the  town  of  Schaghticoke  were  de- 
scribed as  follows : 

Southerly  by  Troy,  westerly  by  the  bounds  of  the  county,  northerly  by  a  line  be- 
ginning at  the  mouth  of  Lewis's  creek  or  kill,  and  running  from  thence  south  eighty 
four  degrees  east  to  Hoosick  river,  and  easterly  and  southeasterly  by  a  line  running 
from  thence  down  along  Hoosick  river  as  it  runs  to  Veile's  or  Toll's  bridge,  and  then 
in  a  direct  course  to  the  westernmost  corner  of  Michael  Vander  Crook's  grist  mill  in 
Cooksburgh,  and  from  thence  in  the  same  direction  to  the  mannor  of  Rensselaerwyck. 

The  first  official  action  in  regard  to  the  common  schools  in  the  town 
of  Schaghticoke  was  taken  in  1796,  according  to  the  records,  when 
Nicholas  Masters,  Harmon  I.  Groesbeck,  Silas  Goodrich,  Peter  W. 
Groesbeck  and  John  Crabb  were  appointed  school  commissioners  under 
the  then  existing  law.  Early  commissioners  under  the  law  of  1812-13 
were  Josiah  Masters,  Harmon  Knickerbocker,  Isaac  De  La  Vergne, 
Wooster  Brookins,  Munson  Smith  and  John  Pierson.  Early  inspectors 
under  the  same  law  included  John  Beneway,  Munson  Smith,  Nicholas 
Masters,  John  Van  Yeghten,  David  Bryan,  Joseph  Levins  and  Kpene- 
tus  Holmes.  The  town  superintendents  were:  1844,  Merritt  M. 
Wickes;  1845,  Peter  Wetsel ;  1840,  D.  Bryan  Maker;  1817,  Stephen  L. 
Kenyon;  1848-1852,  Henry  N.  Wales;  1852-1854,  S.  V.  R.  Miller; 
1851  185(5,  Daniel  P.  Groesbeck.  In  1850  the  management  of  the 
public  schools  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  district  commissioners. 

Tradition  says  that  the  earl}'  settlements  in  Schaghticoke  suffered 
greatly  by  (ire  and  massacre  during  the  long  series  of  French  and  In- 
dian wars.  Furthermore,  being  located  directly  in  the  great  eastern 
warpath  of  the  Indians  as  well  as  in  the  great  northern  warpath,  the 
early  inhabitants  of  the  locality  were  frequently  compelled  to  llee  from 
bands  of  invading  Indians.  The  old  Schaghticoke  fort  was  garrisoned 
in  1740  with  two  companies  of  soldiers,  in  response  to  the  demand  of 
the  frightened  inhabitants,  and  thus  maintained  until  French  domain  in 
Canada  came  to  an  end.  One  of  the  most  noteworthy  of  the  numer- 
ous tragedies  of  these  wars  occurring  in  Schaghticoke  was  the  massa- 
cre of  the  Kittle  family.     The  date  of  the  occurrence  unfortunately 
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has  not  been  preserved.  The  family  consisted  of  Daniel  Kittle  (form- 
erly written  Kittelhuyn  and  Ketlyne),  his  wife,  a  daughter  Anna  and 
an  infant  son.  A  brother  of  Mr.  Kittle  and  his  wife  also  resided  with 
the  family,  and  at  the  time  of  the  massacre  another  brother,  Henry 
Kittle,  was  a  member  of  the  household.  The  head  of  the  family 
settled  in  Sehaghticoke  in  173G;  the  brothers  had  resided  in  Fort  lid- 
ward,  but  had  removed  to  Sehaghticoke  at  the  solicitation  of  David, 
who  feared  that  they  would  share  the  fate  of  other  inhabitants  of  the 
former  place  who  had  met  death  at  the  hands  of  the  French  or  Indians. 
Tradition  says  a  fourth  brother  also  resided  on  the  homestead  at  the 
time  of  the  massacre. 

Fearing  an  attack  by  the  redskins  the  Kittle  family  decided  to  remove 
to  Albany,  though  most  of  the  Indians  in  the  neighborhood  professed 
the  warmest  friendship  for  all  the  members  of  the  family.  Upon 
receiving  renewed  assurances  of  fidelity  from  the  Indians  Mr.  Kittle 
unwisely  delayed  starting  for  Albany,  a  delay  that  was  fatal.  Mr. 
Kittle  and  his  brother  Peter  went  into  the  woods  to  hunt  the  day  after 
receiving  these  friendly  assurances,  when  two  savages  fired  upon  the 
brothers,  killing  Peter  instantly.  Mr.  Kiltie  then  shot  one  of  the 
Indians  and  clubbed  his  companion  with  the  butt  of  his  gun,  leaving 
both  for  dead,  lie  then  carried  his  dead  brother  home  and  started  for 
Sehaghticoke  village  to  procure  vehicles  to  carry  the  family  to  Albany. 
Before  he  had  proceeded  far  on  his  journey  a  band  of  savages  attacked 
the  defenseless  family,  murdered  the  married  brother  and  his  wife, 
burned  the  house,  the  children  perishing  in  the  flames,  and  took  Mrs. 
Kittle  and  Henry  Kittle  prisoners.  Mr.  Kittle  returned  to  find  his 
family  gone.  He  supposed  those  who  had  not  been  murdered  had  per- 
ished in  the  burning  buildings.  Hut  the  Indians  had  taken  their  cap- 
tives to  Montreal,  where  Mrs.  Kittle  found  oneof  her  former  neighbors, 
the  wife  of  a  pioneer  named  Pratt,  who  previously  had  been  made  a 
prisoner  by  the  Indians.  Some  time  after  the  prisoners  were  ransomed 
and  the  remnant  of  the  family  reunited  before  the  close  of  hostilities. 

Among  the  other  pioneers  who  were  murdered  by  the  Indians  during 
this  war  was  Herman  Van  Veghten,  son  of  Derick  Van  Veghten,  who 
was  killed  in  1  71 G. 

During  the  August  preceding  the  famous  battle  of  Bemis  Heights, 
Major  Derick  Van  Veghten,  accompanied  by  Solomon  Acker,  crossed 
the  river  one  afternoon  to  look  at  the  crops,  when  both  were  fired  upon 
either  by  Indians  or  Tories.     They  returned  the  fire,  and  Major  Van 
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V.eghten  was  mortally  wounded.  Upon  the  advice  of  the  latter  Mr. 
Acker  sought  safety  in  flight.  Reaching  the  American  army  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river  he  told  of  the  murder,  and  a  detachment  of 
soldiers  at  once  crossed  over  and  secured  the  body  of  the  dead  warrior. 

Schaghticoke  furnished  a  large  body  of  soldiers  for  the  American 
army  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  The  muster  roll  of  officers  of  the 
Fourteenth  Regiment  for  the  Hoosick  and  Schaghticoke  district  con- 
tained these  names: 

Colonel  John  Knickerbocker,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Daniel  Bratt,  First  Major  Denck 
Van  Veghten,  Second  Major  John  Van  Rensselaer,  Adjutant  Charles  II.  Toll,  Quar- 
termaster Ignas  Kip. 

First  company. — Captain  HendrickVanderhoof,  First  Lieutenant  Samuel  Ketchum, 
Second  Lieutenant  Nathaniel  Ford,  Ensign  Jacob  Hallenbeck. 

Second  company. — Captain  Walter  N.  Groesbeck,  First  Lieutenant  Wynant  Van- 
deubergh,  Second  Lieutenant  Peter  Davenport,  Ensign  Jacob  Yates. 

Third  company. — Captain  John  J.  Bleecker,  First  Lieutenant  John  Snyder,  Second 
Lieutenant  Matthew  D.  Garino,  Ensign  Stephen  Thorn. 

Fourth  company. — Captain  Lewis  Van  Woerdt,  First  Lieutenant  Johu  Schouten, 
Second  Lieutenant  Joseph  Boyce,  Ensign  Morrel. 

Fifth  company. — Captain  Fenner  Palmer,  First  Lieutenant  John  Johnson,  Sec. 
ond  Lieutenant  James  Williamson,  Ensign  Jonathan  Davis. 

Sixth  company. — Captain  Daniel  P.  Bratt,  First  Lieutenant  Michael  Campman, 
Second  Lieutenant  Isaac  Lansing,  Ensign  Francis  Hogal, 

Seventh  company. — Captain    Van  Rensselaer,  First  Lieutenant  Michael 

Ryan,  Second  Lieutenant  ,  Ensign  Peter  Hartwell. 

Minute  men. — Captain  John  J.  Blcecker,  First  Lieutenant  William  Thorn,  Second 
Lieutenant  Thomas  Hicks,  Ensign  Jonathan  Rowland. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  some  of  the  records  it  is  impossible  to  com- 
pile an  absolutely  accurate  list  of  the  officers  and  men  from  Schaghti- 
coke who  died  in  the  service  ol  the  United  States  din  ing  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion.  As  far  as  can  be  learned  the  list  includes  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Lafayette  Travis,  Morgan  L.  Wood,  George  A.  Bryan,  Archibald  Fisher,  Douglas 
Fisher,  Isaac  Kip,  Jacob  Houck,  John  Smith,  Alexander  Whyland,  David  Milks, 
Charles  Stralton,  Chauneey  White,  Ezra  I  lurch  and  William  Carr. 

The  most  important  village  in  the  town  is  Schaghticoke,  for  many 
years  known  as  Hart's  Fall's.1  It  is  located  about  twelve  miles  from 
Troy  on  the  "Great  Falls"  of  the  Hoosick  river  and  near  the  Fitch- 
burg  railroad.    The  water  power  here  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  State, 

1  Harry  A.  A  ski  its,  Esq.,  of  Scluighlicokc  lias  ivinlen-d  to  the  author  of  tins  work  matt- rial 
service  in  securing  valuable  data  and  statistics  relative  to  the  town  of  Schaghticoke. 
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the  descent  in  a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile  being  nearly  one  hundred 
feet.  The  scenery  in  ami  about  the  village,  particularly  in  the  locality 
of  the  river,  is  most  picturesque,  even  since  the  vandals  of  civilization 
have  partially  despoiled  it.  In  old  times  the  hamlet  from  which  the 
village  has  sprung  was  known  as  Schaghticoke  Point. 

Mills  were  built  there  at  an  early  day.  Even  before  the  year  1800 
clothing  works  and  carding  mills  were  established  there.  In  1805,  per- 
haps earlier,  C.  Joy  had  a  wool-picking  mid  in  the  village,  and  this 
was  succeeded  in  1813  by  a  cotton  and  woolen  mill.  Early  postmasters 
included  Edwin  Smith,  Charles  Stratton  and  Merritt  M.  Wickes.  The 
office  was  called  Schaghticoke  until  1867,  then  Hart's  Falls  until  1881, 
when,  the  name  of  the  village  having  been  changed  by  act  of  the  Leg- 
islature, the  old  post-office  name  was  resumed. 

For  a  place  of  its  size  no  village  in  this  State  offers  a  more  prolific 
theme  for  favorable  comment  than  Schaghticoke',  one  of  the  oldest 
settlements  in  the  thirteen  original  colonies.  Its  very  location  on  the 
Hoosick  river,  surrounded  by  beautiful  and  historic  points,  furnishes 
agreeable  surprises  to  the  stranger  and  traveler  who  for  the  first  time 
approaches  the  village  from  any  direction.  The  village  was  incorpo- 
rated as  Hart's  Falls  .March  20,  ISO?,  and  the  first  election  was  held 
May  7  following,  the  officers  at  that  time  being:  President,  Oliver  A. 
Arnold;  trustees,  John  A.  Baucus,  William  1*.  Bliss,  Sidney  S.  Cong- 
don  and  Chauncey  P.  Slocum;  clerk,  Alphonso  Merrill;  treasurer, 
Julius  E.  Butts. 

A  tire  department  was  organized  during  1867  and  held  meetings  in 
the  building  situated  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Mill  streets,  on  the 
properly  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Elisha  Baucus.  In  l sit,'*  exemption 
papers  were  granted  to  the  old  company  and  a  hook  and  ladder  company 
consisting  of  twenty  four  members  was  organized  at  the  drug  store  of 
T.  W.  Richards  under  the  direction  of  the  village  board,  Thomas  L. 
Doremus  at  that  time  being  president. 

A  police  department  was  organized  the  same  year  the  village  was  in- 
corporated, and  on  August  2%,  1867,  John  \V.  Askins  was  appointed 
chief  and  has  served  upon  the  force  consecutively  since  that  time. 

"An  act  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Hart's  Falls  in  the  county  of 
Rensselaer  and  to  change  the  name  thereof  to  Schaghticoke"  was 
passed  by  the  Legislature  March  30,  L881,  since  which  the  village  has 
been  known  as  Schaghticoke. 

December  15,  1874,  the  voters  of  districts  1,  4  and  L6  convened  and 
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adopted  resolutions  requesting'  the  trustees  of  each  district  to  consent 
to  the  consolidation  of  each  district  with  the  other  in  order  that  a 
graded  school  might  be  established,  and  that  a  new  district  be  formed, 
embracing  the  territory  contained  in  the  three  school  districts,  and 
designating"  such  a  new  district  as  district  No.  1.  The  consent  of  the 
three  trustees,  Sidney  S.  Congdon,  No.  1,  Michael  McGrath,  No.  Hi 
and  Charles  Albro,  No.  4,  was  given,  and  April  29,  1S75,  A.  II.  Allen, 
school  commissioner  of  the  second  district,  residing  at  Petersburgh, 
ordered  the  districts  to  be  consolidated  and  the  same  went  into  effect 
May  !  of  the  same  year.  June  1,0,  1875,  the  taxable  inhabitants  con- 
vened at  Baker's  opera  house.  Clark  C.  Hill,  Michael  McGrath  and 
Lorenzo  Baker  were  elected  trustees,  Thomas  L.  Doremus  was  ap- 
pointed clerk  of  the  district  and  Samuel  liratt  collector.  June 
1S75,  a  resolution  was  adopted  for  the  building  of  a  new  school  house 
and  August  23  the  contract  for  excavating  and  grading  was  awarded  to 
A.  L.  Vial.  September  1  the  contract  for  building  the  school  house 
was  awarded  to  William  F.  Thompson  for  the  sum  of  §S,952.  The 
building  w&s  given  into  the  possession  of  the  trustees  August  24,  1870. 
The  cost  of  the  building,  grading,  etc.,  amounted  to  §12,033.110.  The 
first  teachers  in  this  building  were  Misses  Ogden,  Gunner,  Richmond, 
Munger  and  Prof.  Ira  II.  Lawton. 

February  0,  181)5,  this  building  was  destroyed  by  fire.  March  15, 
1895,  a  special  meeting  was  held  in  Eagle  hall,  when  it  was  decided  to 
change  from  the  graded  to  the  union  free  school  system.  At  an  ad- 
journed meeting  held  May,  11,  1895,  the  plans  submitted  by  M.  F. 
Cum'naings  &  Son  of  Troy  were  adopted  and  May  1?  the  plans  were 
approved  i>v  School  Commissioner  Byron  F,  Clark  of  Iloosiek  Falls. 
| uly  1,  1895,  the  bid  fur  the  construction  of  the  edifice  was  awarded 
to  Thomas  Campaign  for  §11,548,  and  March  1890,  the  building 
was  given  into  the  possession  of  the  board  of  education,  consisting  of 
[.  Bryan  Baucus,  president;  David  Myers  and  Frederick  Wiley,  and 
K.  Burlingame,  clerk,  it  having  been  completed  at  a  cost  of  §10,403. 
The  building  is  of  brick  and  fully  equipped  with  electric  bells  and  all 
the  latest  improvements.  The  school  is  under  the  professorship  of  C. 
\V.  Dunn  of  Canton,  N.  Y. ,  assisted  by  Miss  Delia  Barrows,  Helen 
Story,  Lizzie  Smith,  Matie  Ackart  and  Clara  Thompson. 

Among  the  prominent  industries  of  the  village  is  the  Schaghticoke 
Woolen  company's  works,  which  were  built  in  I  si;. I  by  a  stock  company, 
the  officers  being:   President,  Amos  Briggs;   treasurer,  I).  Thomas 
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Vail;  directors,  John  A.  Griswold,  Seth  B.  Hunt,  William  Burden,  D. 
Thomas  Vail  and  Amos  Brings.  Robert  Dobson  was  superintendent. 
In  March,  L879,  these  mills  were  purchased  by  J.  J.  Joslin  and  in  1880 
Stephen  W.  Marker  became  the  proprietor.  This  company  employs 
three  hundred  and  fifty  to  four  hundred  operatives  and  makes  from 
three  to  five  hundred  thousand  yards  of  worsted,  cassimeres  and  all  wool 
goods  per  year.  In  1895  extensive  improvements  were  made  to  the 
mills,  a  new  storehouse  and  sorting  room  being  built,  and  electricity 
introduced  for  lighting  purposes.  The  officers  of  the  company  are: 
President,  Stephen  \V.  Barker;  secretary,  Elmer  E.  Leonard;  treas- 
urer, George  W.  Sweet;  superintendent,  Andrew  Schouler.  The  com- 
pany has  a  branch  office  at  175  River  street,  Troy,  N.  Y. 

Another  prominent  industry  is  the  Cable  Flax  Mills,  manufacturers 
of  hemp,  flax  and  jute  cordage  and  threads.  This  is  the  oldest  manu- 
facturing concern  in  the  town,  its  history  dating  back  to  the  year  1800, 
when  it  was  founded  by  Charles  and  Benjamin  Joy  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  duck.  The  mills  were  carried  on  successfully  for  many  years 
and  were  at  last  remodeled  for  the  present  company.  In  is?  I  this 
company  was  incorporated  with  Thomas  Lape  as  president,  E.  A. 
Hartshorn  as  secretary  and  R.  E.  Starks  as  treasurer.  An  addition 
was  built  to  the  mill  in  IS80  and  further  improvements  were  made  in 
lS!t,r),  when  a  three  story  brick  storehouse  was  erected.  The  company 
has  suffered  serious  losses  by  tire.  October  2'J,  L89J5,  the  storehouse 
was  discovered  on  fire,  which  totally  destroyed  their  entire  stock  of 
manufactured  goods  and  raw  material  as  well  as  the  hackling  shop, 
The  loss  incurred  was  $l!0,000.  The  company  employs  from  two  hun- 
dred and  fiits1  to  ihroo  hundred  hands.  It  consumes  daily  an  aver- 
age of  sin.  thousand  pounds  of  raw  material,  while  it  turns  out  nearly 
live  thousand  pounds  of  manufactured  goods  per  da)-.  February  is, 
1894,  a  mill,  located  near  the  Empire  Coal  and  Milling  company's  plant, 
and  which  was  used  jointly  by  the  Woolen  and  Flax  company,  was 
burned,  the  total  loss  being  nearly  5(^100,000.  In  1.SSI  E.  A.  Hartshorn 
was  elected  president  of  the  company  and  George  H.  Stevenson  secre- 
tary, while  L.  II.  Gibbs  was  elected  treasurer  in  L892,  succeeding  R. 
E.  Stalks.  The  above  now  constitute  the  officers  of  the  firm,  with 
Amos  B.  Ralston  as  superintendent.  The  company  has  a  branch  office 
at  52  Leonard  street,  New  York. 

The  Empire  Milling  and  Coal  company  is  a  new  industry.  This 
company  was  incorporated  May  (J,  I  Six;,  with  a  capital  stock  oi  $10,000 


448 


LANDMARKS  OF  RENSSKLAER  COUNTY. 


and  with  David  Button,  president  and  treasurer;  W.  E.  Wiley,  secretary, 
and  J.  Warren  Button,  vice-president.  The  company  has  in  process  of  con- 
struction a  yrist  mill  on  the  site  of  the  old  paper  mill  which  was  built 
in  1850.  This  company  recently  purchased  the  old  Stratton  property, 
which  will  be  used  as  a  storehouse.  A  steam  grist  mill  is  also  to  be 
erected  by  David  Ewart  on  East  street. 

The  Schaghtieoke  Powder  Co. 's  works  were  established  by  Josiah 
and  Nicholas  Masters  in  1813,  the  first  named  at  this  time  being  a  mem- 
ber of  congress.  In  this  year  there  was  a  great  need  of  powder  to  sup- 
ply our  troops  on  the  northern  borders  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
Nearly  all  the  mills  in  operation  during  the  Revolution,  finding  the 
bulk  of  their  demand  gone  when  peace  was  declared,  had  ceased  oper- 
ations, and  the  new  war  rendered  the  revival  of  old  or  the  establish- 
ment of  new  mills  necessary.  President  Madison  and  Gov.  Tompkins 
separately  and  unitedly  used  their  personal  influences  with  the  Masters 
to  secure  the  establishment  of  these  works.  The  mills  of  the  company 
are  located  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Hoosick  river  about  half  a  mile 
southeast  of  the  village,  and  comprise  twenty  separate  structures,  each 
of  which  is  devoted  to  some  single  process  in  the  manufacture  of  a 
special  grade  or  kind  of  powder.  The  grounds  comprise  about  one 
hundred  acres.  This  company  manufactures  about  00,000  kegs  or 
1,500,000  pounds  of  powder  per  year.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
United  States,  and  during  the  eighty  years  of  its  existence  it  has 
held  a  leading  position  as  a  manufacturer  of  superior  goods.  In  1858 
William  P.  bliss  became  secretary  of  the  company,  which  position 
he  held  until  18(58,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  presidency  of  the  con- 
cern. Thomas  I..  Doremus  succeeded  Mr  Bliss  as  secretary  until 
the  death  of  Mr.  l'.liss.  In  February,  L8!)U,  Mr.  Doremus  became  pres- 
ident and  A.  \V.  Higgins  of  New  York  secretary.  In  June,  1803,  work 
was  commenced  in  erecting  an  electric  plant  for  operating  the  machinery. 
The  company  now  has  three  kinds  of  motive  power,  steam,  water  and 
electricity,  each  independent  of  the  other. 

Post  Hartshorn  No.  487,  G.  A.  R.,  was  organized  June!!.  ISs4,  when 
Edward  E.  Pinkham,  John  Hines,  jr.,  Lewis  Hunt,  Elbridj^e  D.  Green, 
Daniel  II.  Tarbell,  Henry  Campbell,  Thomas  McMillan,  Herbert  II. 
Dill,  Lorenzo  Guest,  Jesse  B.  Armstrong,  Eugene  Munn,  John  II. 
Conde,  Charles  II.  Wolf,  John  Bacon,  Michael  O.  Keefe,  Leander 
White,  Charles  Turner  and  Timothy  Herlihy  were  mustered  in  as  char- 
ter members.  Of  these  the  following  were  elected  officers  for  the  re- 
mainder of  that  year: 
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Commander,  Edward  E.  Pinkham;  S.  V.  commander,  John  Ilines, 
jr.;  J.  V.  commander,  Lewis  Hunt;  quartermaster,  Eugene  Munn; 
surgeon,  Henry  Campbell ;  chaplain,  D.  H.  Tarbell;  officer  of  the  day, 
Thomas  McMillan ;  officer  of  the  guard,  Herbert  H.  Dill;  adjutant,  E. 
D.  Green.  July  12,  1884,  the  organization  was  named  "E,  A.  1 1  arts- 
horn  Post,"  and  at  a  later  meeting  the  initials  "12.  A,"  were  dropped 
so  the  name  might  conform  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  order. 

Schaghticoke  lodge  No.  5211,  I.  O.  0.  P.,  was  instituted  June',), 
INK").  The  charter  members  were:  John  Kenyon,  Wesley  Winton, 
Robert  Hasbrouck,  Daniel  II.  Viall,  Edward  N.  Masters,  William 
Geddis,  John  McGregor  and  David  Geddis.  The  first  officers  of  the 
lodge  were:  W.  II.  Scougal,  N.  G.  ;  Albert  Allen,  V.  (1.  ;  Seth  E.  Firth, 
recording  secretary;  Frank  Firth,  financial  secretary;  and  John  ). 
Stewart,  treasurer.  The  first  meetings  of  the  lodge  were  held  in  the 
building  on  Pleasant  avenue  now  occupied  by  Lorenzo  Baker.  filly  tl, 
1885,  the  lodge  rented  Eagle  Hall  and  in  February,  1MSG,  removed  to 
Stewarts'  Hall.  May  15,  1880,  several  members  withdrew  to  institute 
a  lodge  at  Raymertown,  and  in  November,  1893,  members  were  given 
withdrawal  cards  to  institute  a  lodge  at  Valley  Falls.  It  was  through 
the  instrumentality  of  this  bulge  that  a  new  district  was  constituted. 
G.  H.  Stevenson,  past  grand,  was  the  first  district  deputy  grand  master, 
holding  the  office  two  terms,  Albert  Allen  serving  one  term  and  Myron 
L.  Van  Wert,  I'.  G.,  holding  the  office  of  district  secretary  one  term. 
Since  its  institution  this  lodge  has  disbursed  for  relief  over  $1,200. 

The  Empire  club  is  one  of  the  prominent  social  clubs  in  the  village. 
It  was  organized  October  28,  1802,  with  twenty  members,  and  since 
(hat  tunc  the  membership  b.is  increased  rapidly.  Tin'  club  has  rooms 
in  the  Congdon  block.  Its  membership  is  composed  of  young  men 
and  its  objects  are  mutual  pleasure  and  recreation. 

Schaghticoke  Hill  is  a  village  located  on  the  Tomhannock  creek  and 
near  the  Fitchburg  railroad.  One  of  the  early  influential  residents  of 
the  place  was  Hon.  Harmon  Knickerbocker,  the  "  Prince  of  the  tribe 
of  Schaghticoke  Indians. "  The  Tomhannock  creek  at  this  point  fur- 
ishes  excellent  water  power,  which  is  utilized  by  a  saw  mill,  a  grist 
mill  and  other  small  manufactories.  Samuel  Harwood's  powder  fac- 
tory was  once  a  leading  industry  of  the  place. 

Melrose  and  Grant's  Hollow  are  about  a  mile  apart  in  the  extreme 
southern  end  of  the  town,  near  the  Lansingburgh  line.  They  are  on 
the  line  of  the  Fitchburg  railroad. and  both  have  excellent  transporta- 
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tion  facilities.  The  ancient  Lutheran  church  is  located  a  short  distance 
from  Melrose.  The  business  of  Melrose  was  never  very  extensive. 
Of  late  years  the  hamlet  has  become  a  popular  summer  resort  for  resi- 
dents of  Troy  and  other  places,  some  of  whom  have  erected  handsome 
homes  and  otherwise  been  instrumental  in  beautifying  the  village. 

Grant's  Hollow  for  many  years  supported  an  extensive  factory  for 
the  manufacture  of  fanning-mills,  grain-cradles  and  other  agricultural 
implements.  For  along  time  this  concern,  founded  in  LS36,  was  owned 
and  operated  by  I).  H.  Viall,  J.  I'.  Leavens  and  Ezra  Banker.  It 
finally  became  the  property  of  the  Grant-Ferris  company,  which  em- 
ployed about  twenty-live  hands.  One  of  the  principal  stockholders  of 
the  company  is  Albert  E.  Powers  of  Lansingburgh.  The  company's 
plant  was  burned  in  1895  and  the  business  was  removed  from  Grant's 
Hollow. 

Valley  Falls  lies  partly  in  Schaghticoke  and  partly  in  Pittstown  A 
sketch  of  the  place  will  be  found  in  the  history  of  Pittstown. 

( )ld  Schaghticoke,  once  the  principal  village  in  the  town,  has  taken 
the  last  place  in  the  list  of  the  villages  of  Schaghticoke.  In  Old 
Schaghticoke  were  located  the  early  Dutch  church  and  the  old  Knick- 
erbocker cemetery,  and  several  taverns  and  stores.  Very  little  business 
has  been  done  in  the  place  in  recent  years. 

The  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Schaghticoke  dates  from  the  year 
1803,  the  first  meeting  for  organization  having  been  held  May  24  of 
that  year.  Work  upon  the  meeting  house  was  begun  the  following 
year,  but  the  structure  was  never  completed  or  dedicated.  In  181-1  a 
movement  was  inaugurated  to  move  the  church  to  Hart's  Falls,  and 
February  I  I,  182Q,  the  design  was  consummated,  the  dedication  occur- 
ring the  following  December,  In  1811  - 1  s  l  s  a  new  church  was  erected; 
in  L805  it  was  enlarged,  and  in  1 S7  1  further  improvements  were  made. 
There  was  no  regular  pastor  while  the  church  occupied  the  site  first 
selected  for  it.  Rev.  Mr.  Lansing  preached  occasionally  but  not  regu- 
larly. The  Rev.  [onas  Goe  of  Troy  frequently  occupied  the  desk  and 
took  an  interest  in  the  struggling  society,  presiding  at  the  reorganiza- 
tion in  Hart's  Falls  July  17,  1815.  There  was  no  regular  preaching  for 
four  or  five  years  after  this,  and  when  services  were  held  it  was  either 
in  the  dance  hall  of  the  old  .Schaghticoke  house  or  elsewhere.  The 
first  settled  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Thomas  Fletcher,  who  came  to  the 
church  August  11,  1824.  A  Sunday  school  was  organized  July  31,  1823. 
|uly  ID,  1831,  a  new  certificate  of  incorporation  was  tiled.     In  July, 
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1869,  a  meeting  was  held  to  consider  the  propriety  of  erecting  a  par- 
sonage, and  during  the  year  following  the  project  was  carried  out,  the 
building  costing  about  $2,000.  September  4,  1884,  the  church  was 
damaged  by  lire  and  January  29,  1885,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
make  necessary  repairs.  The  work  was  completed  in  the  fall  of  the 
same  year  at  a  cost  of  about  $.1,500.  In  the  same  year  the  church  debt, 
amounting  to  $.'5,400,  was  paid.  In  189-1  the  church  was  again  repaired 
and  painted  and  new  stained  glass  windows  were  placed  in  position 
at  a  cost  of  $1,700. 

The  organization  of  the  Reformed  church  of  Schaghticoke  was  the 
outcome  of  meetings  held  as  early  as  1707.  Seven  years  later,  or  in 
171-1,  the  parish  of  Schaghticoke  was  organized  and  a  log  meeting- 
house, the  earliest  north  of  the  city  of  Albany,  was  erected.  Tradi- 
tion says  that  the  first  log  church  was  succeeded  by  one  or  two  others, 
the  early  ones  having  been  burned  during  the  Indian  border  wars.  A 
more  pretentious  church  was  erected  in  17(10  and  served  the  congrega- 
tion until  is;i:i.  In  the  latter  year  a  more  commodious  and  better 
furnished  edifice  was  constructed  on  the  site  of  the  former  one.  This 
was  burned  about  1870  or  1871  and  a  new  one  was  erected  about  a 
mile  from  the  old  site,  where  it  is  more  accessible  by  its  attendants. 
The  society  was  newly  incorporated  April  8,  I87;2,  with  John  A.  Van 
Veghten  and  II.  A.  Ilemstreet  as  elders  and  James  Webster,  Ira  But- 
ton and  William  H.  Fort  as  deacons.  The  record  of  the  early  pastors 
is  incomplete.  It  is  known  that  the  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  of 
Albany  served  from  1745  to  17;")!)  and  the  Rev.  E.  Westerlo  of  Albany 
from  1700  to  1773.  The  first  regularly  installed  pastor  was  the  Rev. 
Mb. is  Van  Benschoten,  who  served  from  177;;  to  1784.  It  is  related  of 
the  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  that  while  he  was  pastor  at  Albany 
his  sermons  displeased  the  soldiers  quartered  there  and  one  morning 
he  found  beside  his  door  a  staff,  a  pair  of  shoes  and  a  coin.  Relieving 
this  to  be  a  hint  that  his  services  were  no  longer  desired  he  left  town 
and  sailed  at  once  for  Holland;  but  the  incident  so  affected  his  mind 
that  he  committed  suicide  before  reaching  his  home. 

St.  John's  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  is  another  old  religious  in- 
stitution of  Schaghticoke.  Up  to  the  year  1850  the  church  united 
with  Gilead  Lutheran  church  of  Brunswick,  but  since  that  time  it  has 
had  its  own  pastors.  The  first  church  was  erected  in  1770  and  the  first 
pastor  was  the  Rev.  George  Joseph  Wichtermann.  A  new  house  of 
worship  was  erected  about  1854.  The  church  was  legally  incorporated 
May  13,  1851. 
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The  Lutheran  church  in  the  locality  known  as  Bryan's  Corners  was 
organized  March  (i,  1852.  The  Rev.  Rufus  Smith,  the  first  pastor,  en- 
tered upon  his  duties  immediately  upon  the  organization  of  the  church, 
and  the  society  was  regularly  incorporated  April  6,  1852. 

Trinity  Episcopal  church  of  Schaghticoke  was  incorporated  Sep- 
tember 20,  1846,  the  first  rector  being  Rev.  George  B.  Eastman.  Ros- 
well  J.  Brown  and  James  Akhurst  were  church  wardens  and  Zachariah 
Lyons,  Tibbitts  Briggs,  Benjamin  Rodgers,  Joseph  Brown,  William 
Searles,  Charles  Haywood,  John  Quintan  and  Edwin  Smith  were  the 
vestrymen.  It  was  some  years  before  services  were  regularly  held. 
During  18G8  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Brown  of  Cohoes  performed  services  with 
more  or  less  regularity,  assisted  by  neighboring  clergy.  Ma)'  30,  1800, 
the  Rev.  William  Bogart  Walker  commenced  holding  regular  services 
and  April  !,  1871,  was  called  to  the  rectorship,  taking  charge  at  the 
same  time  of  the  missions  at  Johnson  ville  and  Crandall's Corners.  Sep- 
tember 1,  187-1,  the  corner  stone  of  the  present  church  was  laid.  The 
Rev.  William  B.  Walker  resigned  as  rector  July  20,  1875,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Rev.  R.  G.  Hamilton,  who  took  charge  October  1-J,  1875. 
Trinity  church  is  pleasantly  situated  on  Main  street,  Schaghticoke. 
There  are  forty-three  families  in  the  parish  and  fifty-three  communi- 
cants.   The  church  and  property  are  valued  at  about  $8, Odd. 

As  near  as  can  be  ascertained  the  first  Catholic  services  in  Schagh- 
ticoke were  held  in  the  brick  school  house  on  the  Tibbits  estate  near 
the  present  church, Catholic  pastors  journeying  from  Lansingburgh  on 
foot  to  conduct  the  same.  Previous  to  the  year  1812  (about  1840)  a 
movement  was  inaugurated  for  the  building  of  a  church,  John  Breslin, 
William  Graham,  Patrick  Butler  and  Patrick  McGowan  being  the  chief 
promoters  of  the  project.  Their  duties  were  arduous  hut  at  last  were 
crowned  with  success,  for  in  the  year  18  12  the  church  was  erected  at  a 
cost  exceeding  $5, 000.  The  site  was  donated  by  George  Tibbits  of 
Troy  and  later  two  adjoining  lots  were  purchased  of  Mi-.  Tibbits,  as 
the  church  was  situated  in  such  a  position  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
members  to  attend  the  services  without  going  out  ol  their  way  a  con- 
siderable distance.  At  the  time  of  laying  out  the  village  a  new  street 
was  to  be  created,  passing  directly  in  front  of  the  edifice,  but  this  was 
afterwards  changed.  At  the  time  the  edifice  was  built  the  Catholics  of 
Schaghticoke,  Johnsonville  and  Valley  Falls  constituted  one  parish. 
The  church  when  built  was  very  small.  In  October,  1850,  the  Rev. 
Fr.  Louis  M.  Edge,  O.  S.  A.,  look  charge  of  the  parish  and  during  his 
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pastorate  the  church  was  enlarged  and  improved  about  1863.  The 
spire  of  this  church  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
street.  The  first  priest  to  take  charge  was  the  Rev.  W.  P.  Hogan, 
who  came  in  L343,  The  chui-ch  at  Johnsonville  was  built  by  the  Rev. 
J.  T.  O.  Reilly,  and  the  I'iUstown  church  was  built  by  the  Rev.  George 
S.  Mahar,  both  pastors  of  the  Schaghticpke  church. 

The  first  Methodist  meetings  in  Schaghticoke  were  held  in  private 
residences  until  the  year  1825,  when  a  church  was  erected  on  the  prop- 
erty of  Alex.  Diver  on  Sixth  street,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Howe  being  the  pas- 
tor. The  church  was  incorporated  January  1.5,  1831,  Daniel  Chase, 
Samuel  Welch  and  Franklin  Miller  being  named  as  trustees.  In  the 
year  1S35  the  present  church  was  erected  on  Main  street.  The  pres- 
ent structure  was  remodelled  in  1895  at  a  cost  of  nearly  $3,000,  and 
now  has  a  seating  capacity  of  nearly  four  hundred. 

The  Methodist,  church  at  Melrose,  or  more  properly  Grant's  Hollow, 
was  organized  in  1853  as  part  of  the  Raymertown  circuit.  The  trustees 
were  John  D.  Perry,  jr.,  Oliver  H.  I 'err)',  Frederick  S.  Cole  and  Daniel 
II.  Viall.  Mr.  Viall  has  held  the  same  position  continuously  since  that 
time.  October  19,  1853,  land  was  conveyed  to  the  trustees  by  Isaac 
Grant  and  wife  and  later  a  church  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $600.  The 
dedicatory  prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Griffin,  afterward 
presiding  elder  of  the  Troy  distinct,  who  acted  as  supply  for  the  Rev. 
J.  C.  Simmons,  who  was  disabled  by  an  accident.  Extensive  improve- 
ments have  since  been  made  to  the  church  at  a  cost  of  $400.  The  first 
pastor,  in  1 8 5 "i ,  was  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Simmons. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  society  at  Schaghticoke  Hill  was  organized 
as  a  class  about  the  year  1789  90  and  continued  to  be  a  regular  preach- 
ing appointment  ol  the  Pittstown  circuit  until  1850,  when,  with 
Schaghticoke  Point,  it  was  set  off.  In  1863  Grant's  Hollow,  then 
known  as  the  Junction,  was  joined  to  Schaghticoke.  In  18G4  Schagh- 
ticoke was  set  off  by  itself  and  since  that  time  Schaghticoke  Hill 
and  Grant's  Hollow  (Melrose)  have  been  under  one  pastor. 

The  first  meeting  with  a  view  to  organizing  a  Presbyterian  church 
at  Melrose  was  held  January  \!S,  I8K2.  The  incorporators  were  Adam 
M.  Hayner,  Alexander  15.  Reid,  T.  Newton  Wilson,  George  W.  Sinsa- 
baugh,  C.  C.  Schoonmaker,  Frederick  A.  Passer,  Thomas  W.  Griffin 
and  Charles  W.  Bonesteel.  The  following  were  chosen  as  the  first 
board  of  trustees:  Charles  E.  Dusenberry,  Thomas  \V.  Griffin,  George 
W.  Sinsabaugh,  John  J.  Sipperley  and  C.  C.  Schoonmaker.     The  beau- 
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tiful  site  upon  which  the  church  is  situated  was  given  by  T.  Newton 
Wilson,  and  a  commodious  church  was  erected  in  1882.  The  society 
was  ecclesiastically  organized  by  the  presbytery  of  Troy  January  10, 
188;!,  with  thirty  charter  members,  John  J.  Sipperley,  Michael  L,  Over- 
ocker,  Dewitt  C.  Halstead  and  Frederick  A.  Lape  being'  chosen  elders. 
The  Rev.  Mark  A.  Denman  was  installed  as  the  first  pastor  May  12, 
188G,  serving  until  September  1,  ISiSK.  The  Rev.  C.  II.  Van  Wie,  the 
present  pastor,  was  installed  May  27,  1890.  During;  the  present  pastor- 
ate a  debt  of  $2,200  has  been  removed  and  a  number  of  improvements 
have  been  made. 

Supervisors  ob'  Schaghticokk. 

1783-1786,  Casper  Rouse;  1787  1788,  Isaac  Thompson;  1780-1795,  Jacob  A.  Lan- 
sing; 1790,  Josiah  Masters;  1797,  Silas  Wickes;  1798,  Josiah  Masters;  1799,  Silas 
Wickes;  1800,  Jacob  Yates  (probably ) ;  1801-1804,  Jacob  Yates ;  1805-1806,  Herman 
Knickerbocker;  1807-1811,  Munson  Smith;  1812,  Jacob  Vales;  1813,  Merman  Knick- 
erbocker; 1814-1815,  Munson  Smith;  1816-1817,  Wooster  Brookins;  1818-1823,  Her- 
man Knickerbocker;  18:24,  Munson  Smith  ;  1825-1829,  Herman  Knickerbocker ;  1830- 
1831,  Alexander  Bryan;  1832,  Isaac  Tall  mad  ge;  1833,  Alexander  Bryan ;  1834-1835, 
Amos  Briggs;  1836-1837,  Edwin  Smith;  1838-1840,  Amos  Briggs;  1841-1842,  Nich- 
olas M.  Masters;  1843,  John  Baucker;  1844-1847,  Charles  B.  Stratton;  1848,  Jacob 
Sipperly;  1849-1850,  William  Van  Veghten;  1851,  Freeman  Baker;  1852,  Charles  B. 
Stratton;  1853,  R.  M.  llasbroiick;  1854,  Zachariah  Lyo  i  ;  1855-1856,  R.  M.  lias 
brouck;  1857- 1858,  John  A.  Baucus;  1859,  Wyatt  K.  Swift;  1860-1862,  John  A. 
Cniaekenbush ;  1863,  William  Baucus;  1864-1866,  William  Allen;  1867,  William  M. 
Buckley;  1868-1870,  Elisha  S.  Baucus;  1871  Daniel  F.  Wetsel ;  1872,  William  Allen; 
1873,  Daniel  K.  Wetsel;  1874,  John  N.  Bonesteel;  1875-1876,  George  Haner;  1877, 
Solomon  V.  R.  Miller;  1878,  Alon/.o  1'.  Cooper;  1S79-  1880,  Charles  J.  Stark  s ,  1881, 
James  Nutt;  1882,  Amos  Bryan ;  1883  1S84,  1.  Irving  Baucus;  1885,  Alon/.o  l\  Cooper; 
issii  I88S;  Freitoiiel;  Wiley;  ISS9  1891,  James  Boecroi't ;  1892  1893,  Merrill  Button; 
1894  1895,  Nelson  1..  Vial'!;  1896       -,  James  Evans. 

Town  Clerks  ok  Schaghticokk. 

1783-1788,  livatlS  Humphrey;  1789-1792,  Silas  Wickes;  1793,  Cornelius  Van 
Veghten;  1794-1796,  Silas  Wickes;  1797,  David  Bryan ;  1798,  John  V.  D.  Spiegel ;  1799, 
Edward  <  )strander;180(),  Edward  Ostrander (probably);  1801,  JohnV.D.  Spiegel ;  1802, 
-1804,  1  lei  man  Knickerbocker;  1805-1806,  Sybrandt  Viele;  1807-1812,  Wooster  Brook- 
ins;  1813,  Jacob  Kingsley;  1814-1815,  Wooster  Brookins;  1816-1819,  Allen  Cornell; 
1820-1826,  Lewis  B.  Slocum;  1827,  Lewis  Buffett;  1828-1832,  Lewis  B.  Slocum ;  1833- 
1835,  Edwin  Smith;  1836,  Henry  N.  Wales;  1837,  Charles  I'..  Stratton  ;  1838-1839, 
Franklin  Miller;  18-10,  Henry  Ensign;  1841,  Nelson  M usher;  1842,  Edwin  Smith; 
1843-1844,  D.  Bryan  Baker;  184.".,  William  McGregor;  1846-1847,  John  B.  Perry; 
1848-1849,  James  Nutt;  1850,  Otis  Robinson";  1851-1852,  Norman  Briggs;  185:!-  ] 854, 
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Lorenzo  Baker;  IHof),  Pardon  Briggs;  1856-1860,  James  Nutt;  1801-1863,  David 
Myers;  1804-1808,  Sidney  S.  Coiigdon ;  1869,  Charles  A.  Pickett;  1870-1872,  Job 
Viall ;  1873-1874,  John  Downs;  1875-1876,  Frederick  Wiley;  1877,  Richard  C.  Gun- 
ner; 1878,  Charles  Buffett;  1879-1880,  William  W.  Bryant;  1881-1882,  John  W. 
Banker;  1883-1885,  N.  L.  Viall;  1886-1890,  T.  J.  Wiley;  1891,  John  W.  Richards; 
1892,  IS,  E.  Pinkham;  1893-1895,  John  W.  Richards;  1896  ,  E.  K.  Pinkham. 

Justices  pi'  the  Peace  ok  So  haohticokk. 

Daniel  Goewy,  sworn  in  February  26,  1823;  Allen  Conner,  sworn  in  March  13, 
182)S;  Alexander  C.  Tracy,  sworn  in  October  8,  1823;  David  Tallmadge,  sworn  in 
November  25,  1823;  Ornian  Doty,  sworn  in  March  15,  1825;  Alexander  Bryan,  sworn 
in  December  31,  1827;  Nicholas  M.  Masters,  sworn  in  January  5,  1828;  Nicholas  M. 
Masters,  sworn  in  April  3,  1821). 

Chosen  at  the  annual  town  meetings;  1830,  Levi  Nelson;  1831,  Alexander  Bryan; 
18:52,  Hiram  Slocum;  is;;;;,  John  D.  Brown;  is;j4,  Benjamin  Perry;  18:!."),  Levi  Nel- 
son; 1836,  William  Van  Veghteh;  1837,  John  1).  Brown;  1838,  Benjamin  Perry;  I8:i!l, 
Cyrus  A.  Lockwood ;  1840,  William  Van  Veghten ;  1841,  Henry  N.  Wales;  1842, 
Henry  N.  Miller;  1843,  Hawley  Ransom,  Daniel  P.  Wetsell,  Osborn  Evans,  1844, 
Herman  Knickerbocker;  1845,  Henry  W.  Miller;  1846,  Daniel  F.  Wetsell;  1847, 
Charles  Joy  Wilbur;  1848,  John  Bancker,  Henry  Burch;  1849,  Ephraim  Congdon; 
1850,  Matthew  Webster;  1851,  Charles  J.  Wilbur;  1852,  Samuel  Herrick;  1853, 
Chauncy  B.  Slocum;  1854,  George  Iiaucus;  1855,  Charles  J.  Wilbur;  1856,  Elihu 
Butts;  1857,  Thomas  Esmond;  1858,  Ephraim  Congdon;  1851),  Chauncy  B.  Slocum, 
1860,  Elihu  Butts;  1861,  Charles  J.  Miller;  1862,  John  Bancker,  Daniel  H.  Viall ; 
1803,  Chauncy  B.  Slocum;  1864,  David  Myers;  1805,  Alphonzo  Merrill;  1866,  Elihu 
Butts;  1807,  Samuel  Harwood;  1868,  Sylvester  Veits;  1869,  Chauncy  B.  Slocum; 
1870,  J.  S.  Welling;  1871,  D.  F.  Groesbeck;  1872,  Samuel  Harwood,  Alph on 7.0  Mer- 
rill;  1871!,  Charles  A.  Picked;  1874,  John  R.  Hinds,  same  for  vacancy;  1875,  Darius 
Gifford,  Elihu  Butts;  1870,  E.  F.  Frost;  1877,  Elihu  Butts;  1878,  James  Evans;  1879, 
William  V.  V.  Reynolds;  1881,  J.  P.  Leavens;  1882,  William  V  Reynolds;  1883, 
John  Ken  von;  1884,  Elihu  Butts;  |ss5,  s.  S.  Congdon;  1886,  E.  Bmlingame;  1887, 
William  11.  Hawkins;  I8S8,  James  Evans;  188',),  N.  M,  11  ay  nor;  1890,  Frederick 
Wiley;  ism,  John  Kenyon;  1892,  W.  V;  V.  Reynolds;  1893,  K  Btirlingame ;  1894, 
— ;  I8'.)5,  Chauncey  Kinney,  181)0,  Franklin  Harwood. 

Presidents  of  thi:  Village  ok  ScuAGHTicoKii. 

1 867  I  SO!),  Oliver  A.  Arnold;  1870-1873,  Charles  A.  Pickett;  1874-1875,  James 
Nutt;  1870-1877,  Michael  McGrath;  1878,  John  Downs;  1879,  Sidney  S.  Congdon ; 
1880,  Elihu  Butts;  1881-1883,  A.  Sipperly;  1884-1885,  Frederick  Wiley ;  1880,  Frank  E. 
Phillips;  1887,  J.  Bryan  Baucus;  1888-1889,  James  Beecroft;  1800,  John  W.  Rich- 
ards; 1891-1892,  George  E.  Allen;  1S!»3,  John  W.  Richards;  1894,  W.  E.Wiley; 
181)5,  Thomas  L.  Doremus;  181)0,  Dr.  D.  II.  Tarbell. 

Clerks  of  the  Village  ok  Schaghticoke. 

1867-1870,  Alphonzo  Merrill;  1871,  Charles  H.  Harrison;  1872-1882,  R.  J.  Horn- 
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brook;  1383-1885,  E.  Burlingame;  18S6,  A.  H.  Doty;  1887-1889,  E.  Burlingame; 
1890,  A.  H.  Doty;  1891-1892,  ID.  Burlingame;  1893,  C.  H,  Button;  1391  .Fred- 
erick M.  Askins. 

TKKASURKRS  TIM.  VlLLAGK  OK  Sell  AG  H'J'ICOKK. 

1867-1870,  Julius  E.  Butts;  1871-1872,  Charles  Baker ;  L87B-1 874,  Andrew  Sipperly; 
1875,  E.  M.  Congdon;  187G-1877,  Alphonzo  Merrill;  1878,  Sidney  S.  Congdon;  1879, 
E.  Morgan  Congdon ;  1880-1 885,  John  Downs;  I8s«,  James  Beecroft;  1887,  D. 
Myers;  1838-1889,  E.  E.  Pinkham;  1890,  H.  S.  Fouler;  1891-1892,  E.  E.  Pinkham; 
1893-1894,  James  Beecroft;  1895  ,  E.  E.  Pinkham. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

TOWN  OF  SCHODACK. 

The  town  of  Schodack  was  organized  March  17,  L795,  when  Rensse- 
laerwyck  was  divided.1  By  the  general  law  dividing  all  the  counties 
of  the  State  into  towns,  passed  April  7,  1801,  the  hounds  of  the  town 
of  Schodack  were  defined  as  follows: 

Bounded  southerly  by  the  county  of  Columbia,  westerly  by  the  county  of  Albany, 
including  such  of  the  islands  in  Hudson's  river  as  are  nearest  the  east  side  thereof, 
northerly  by  Greeubush  and  easterly  by  a  line  continued  from  the  north  bounds  of 
the  manor  of  Reusselaerwyck  at  a  place  nine  miles  distant  from  Hudson's  river, 
southerly  to  a  place  in  the  north  line  of  the  county  of  Columbia  ten  miles  distant 
from  Hudson's  river. 

In  lS0t*>  parts  of  the  towns  of  Nassau  and  Berlin  were  taken  oft*. 
The  town  is  situated  in  the  southwestern  corner  of  the  county.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  the  towns  of  East  Greenbush  and  Sand  Lake, 
on  the  east  by  the  town  of  Nassau,  on  the  south  by  the  towns  of  Kin- 
derhook  and  Stuyvesant  in  Columbia  county,  and  on  the  west  by  the 
Hudson  river,  or  Albany  count}'.  It  is  one  of  the  most  populous  and 
fertile  towns  in  the  county,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  picturescpie. 
Beeren  island,  containing  about  ten  acres,  is  located  south  of  Coey- 
man's  Landing. 

The  chief  village  of  the  Mohican  Indians  was  for  many  generations 
located  in  Schodack,  and  nearby  were  other  Indian  villages  of  less  im- 
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portance.  The  name  Schodack  is  a  corruption  of  the  Indian  name 
Esquatak,  meaning-  "the  fireplace  of  the  nation,"  so  called  because 
the  council-seat  of  the  famed  Mohican  Indians  was  located  in  this  town. 
Beside  Esquatak  the  Indians  had  villages  called  Potkoke,  Wyomenock 
and  others. 

It  appears  to  be  a  settled  fact  that  the  first  white  man  to  set  foot  upon 
the  soil  of  the  town  of  Schodack  and  of  Rensselaer  county  was  Henry 
Hudson,  in  1 009,  whose  voyage  and  exploration  in  this  vicinity  have 
been  described  in  a  previous  chapter.  His  landing  probably  was  at  or 
very  near  the  present  site  of  the  village  of  Castleton. 

The  exact  date  of  the  first  white  settlement  of  the  town  is  not  defi- 
nitely known,  though  the  records  show  that  the  first  civilized  inhabit- 
ants were  tenants  under  the  first  patroon,  Killiaen  Van  Rensselaer. 
As  near  as  can  be  determined  the  date  of  settlement  was  about  163,0, 
though  it  may  have  been  a  year  earlier.  No  reliable  records  of  the 
earliest  Dutch  settlers  are  in  existence,  though  there  are  on  fde  in  the 
office  of  the  Albany  county  clerk  a  number  of  papers  relating  to  trans- 
fers of  real  estate  and  other  affairs  occurring  a  few  years  later.  Other 
documents  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  in  Albany  give 
a  hint  at  some  of  the  early  transactions.  One  of  the  latter  shows  that 
vSeptember  2,  .1075,  about  forty  five  years  after  the  first  settlements 
had  been  made,  Barendt  My ndertse,  a  master  shoemaker,  received  a 
deed  to  about  seventy-four  acres  of  land  from  the  Mahikancler  Indians. 
From  the  description  of  this  grant  it  probably  embraced  a  part  of  the 
present  site  of  Schodack  island.  Myndertse  settled  in  Beverwyck  as 
early  as  L 6 5.9 .  His  two  brothers,  Myndert  and  Carster  Frederickse, 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers,  October  -1,  10015,  Volckert  | anssen 
I  Douw  |  and  Jan  Tomassen  bought  of  two  Indians— Wattawit  and  Pe- 
pewitsie,  his  mother — "  their  certain  land  lying- on  the  goojer's  kil  on 
Apjen's  island,  or  by  the  Indians  called  Schotack,  their  portion  of  said 
Apien's  island  is  the  north  end.  .  .  ."  |  anuary  1  7,  1  004, the  same  men 
bought  of  two  other  Indians,  Panasit  and  Wapto,  brothers,  the  land  on 
the  east  side  of  the  island.  December  29,  1070,  Jan  Laurense  [Van 
Alen]  purchased  of  Volckert  Janse  [Douw]  and  Jan  Thomase  land  in 
Schodack  formerly  occupied  by  Adriaen  Dirruxse  De  Vries,  so  the  latter 
also  must  have  been  an  early  settler. 

Among  the  first  permanent  settlers  of  the  town  was  Hendrick  Maase 
Van  Beuren  or  Van  Buren,  son  of  Maas  Hendrickse  Van  Buren,  who 
preceded  him  in  the  settlement  of  the  town.    The  hitter's  father  came 

58 


458 


LANDMARKS  OF  RENSSELAER  COUNTY 


from  Holland  and  had  a  farm  at  Papsknee  island.  Descendants  of 
this  family  settled  in  various  parts  of  the  town.  Other  pioneers  were 
Wouter  Barhuydt  [Barheit],  Jeronimtis  Van  Valkenburgh,  Casparus 
Springsteen  and  Jacob  Cornelius  Schermerhorn.  Another  Seherrner- 
horn  family  settled  in  the  town  early  in  its  history.  Jacob  Schermer- 
horn  lived  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town  and  his  children  were  Jacob, 
Barney,  Cornelius,  Catalina  and  Geralty.  Hanse  Van  Valkenburgh 
and  Nicholas  Ketel  [  Kittle  |  resided  near  the  river  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  town  in  1767,  and  not  far  from  them  about  the  same  time  lived 
Isaac  Mnller,  Ilendrick  Schevers,  Peter  Lodewick,  Anthony  Poel, 
Ilendrick  Beekman  and  Jonathan  Witbeck.  On  the  island  since  called 
Staats  island  lived  foachim  Staats  and  Gerrit  Staats.  In  the  northern 
part  of  the  town  lived  Casper  Ham  and  Henry  Slums.  John  E.  Lan- 
sing' and  Obadiah  Lansing  also  settled  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town 
in  the  early  pail  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Jacob  John  made  one  of 
the  early  settlements  in  the  middle  of  the  town,  about  three  miles  east 
of  Castleton. 

The  western  part  of  the  town,  near  the  Hudson  river,  was  undoubt- 
edly settled  some  time  before  the  country  further  to  the  east.  The 
rich  alluvial  soil  in  the  western  portion  was  more  tempting  to  fanners, 
and  nearly  all  the  first  settlers  were  farmers.  Some  confined  them- 
selves to  trading  with  the  Indians  and  trapping  fur-bearing  animals, 
but  farming  was  the  principal  industry. 

Many  of  the  early  settlers  of  Schodack  took  a  prominent  part  in 
public  affairs.  Among  these  was  Anthony  Ten  Eyck,  who  was  the  first 
county  judge  of  Rensselaer  county,  to  which  position  he  was  appointed 
February  is,  1701. 

The  old  post  road  between  Troy  and  New  York  was  doubtless  the 
first  improved  turnpike  running  through  the  town  of  Schodack,  and  is 
said  to  be  one  of  the  oldest  public  highways  in  the  State.  It  was  origi- 
nally called  Kingsbrut  and  is  believed  to  have  been  constructed  by  the 
English  during  the  first  French  and  Indian  war.  The  road  known  as 
the  Farmers'  turnpike  along  the  river  was  constructed  soon  after  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  The  Boston  and  Albany  turnpike  was  laid  in 
the  year  1800.  These  and  the  other  roads  were  the  courses  used  by 
the  numerous  early  stage  lines  which  passed  through  every  part  of  the 
town. 

The  first  town  meeting  in  Schodack  was  held  April  7,  17(>;">,  Thomas 
Frost  acting  as  moderator.    At  this  meeting  these  officers  were  chosen; 
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Supervisor,  Aaron  Ostrander ;  assessors,  Cornelius  Schermerhorn,  Nicholas  Staats, 
Thomas  Frost,  Jonathan  Hoag,  Nathaniel  Brockway;  overseers  of  the  poor,  James 
McKown,  Isaac  Phillips;  collector,  Henry  Sheffer;  commissioners  of  highways, 
Elijah  Kelsey,  Hosea  Hamilton,  Walter  Carpenter;  constables,  Henry  Sheffer, 
Charles  Mason,  Reuben  Burton,  Joseph  Bnrch,  Thomas  Bremijahm;  poundmasters, 
John  Van  Ness,  Jonathan  Hoag;  fence  viewers,  Jacobus  Vanderpoel,  Jacob  Barhite, 
Barent  Vandenbergh,  David  Arnold,  Jesse  He  Freest,  Peter  Althuyser,  George 
Milleas  Nathaniel  Brockway,  Samuel  Brown,  Germond  Filkin,  Richard  Yates; 
pathmasters,  John  E.  Lansing,  St.  Leger  Cowles,  Darius  Sherman,  Jacobus  Van 
Ness,  Jacob  Van  Valkenburgh,  David  Bell,  Joseph  Bell,  Joseph  Yickery,  Cornelius 
Schermerhorn,  Jacobus  Volmsbee,  John  Van  Ness,  jr.,  and  Harmon  Couu. 

One  of  the  first  physicians  locating  in  Schodack  was  Dr.  Samuel 
M.Leonard,  who  early  in  the  nineteenth  century  lived  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  town.  Soon  after  he  settled  there  Dr.  Dbenezer  Balentine 
located  at  Schodack  Landing,  subsequently  removing  to  Ohio.  Dr. 
Joseph  Shirts  eame  after  Dr.  Balentine,  But  he  died  two  years  later,  in 
the  midst  of  a  highly  suceessfnl  practice,  of  typhus  fever.  Other  early 
physicians  were  John  Squires  at  Schodack  Landing,  Henry  J*.  Van 
Dyke  at  Muitzes  Kill,  Cornelius  Van  Dyke  at  the  same  place,  and  John 
Van  Buren  and  James  Hogeboom  at  Castleton.  Among  the  early 
lawyers  were  George  W.  Bulkley,  who  located  at  Schodack  Landing 
about  1S48  or  1849,  and  G.  P.  Jenks,  who  settled  in  Castleton  in  18(11. 

Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Schodack  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  with   the  American   army,  among  whom   were  Colonel  facob 

Schermerhorn,  William  Van  Benthusen,  -    Green  and   Poel. 

Among  those  who  served  in  the  War  of  1812  were  Captain  Abram  C. 
Jluyck,  who  commanded  a  company;  John  I.  Ketcl  [Kittle],  Jeremiah 
Miller,  David  Simmons,  Braddard  Vale,  Jacob  Milham,  Vandenberg 
and  Schonnerhont.  Schodack  also  sent  its  full  quota  to  the  front  in 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  most  ol  those  serving  enlisting  in  companies 
in  the  30th,  Ui9th  and  L25th  Regiments.  The  names  of  those  who 
died  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  are: 

Andrew  W.  Van  Buren,  Adam  H.  See,  Franklin  Comstock,  Rensselaer  Knapp, 
Seth  F.  Johnson,  Abraham  Cornelius,  William  II.  Southwick,  David  Rose,  Jacob 
Slummcr,  Alexander  Springsteen,  William  Acker,  Charles  S.  Hogeboom,  John 
Rourke,  Abiel  Smith,  Franklin  G.Wright,  I'hiletus  Brown,  Caleb  Higgins,  Casper 
Herbert,  George  II.  Race,  Philo  Wilkinson,  Seidell  E.  Boughton,  Chester  C.  Folmsby, 
Augustin  Re^er,  John  Moser,  James  Gleason  and  Edward  Gleason. 

The  principal  village  in  Schodack  is  Castleton,  located  on  the  banks 
of  the  Hudson  river  eight  miles  below  Greenbush  and  in  about  the 
centre  of  the  extreme  western  portion  of  the  town.    Castleton  was 
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named  after  Castle  Hill,  east  of  the  village,  on  which  was  once  located 
the  chief  Indian  castle  of  that  locality.  The  earliest  settlers  in  this 
vicinity  have  already  been  referred  to.  Among  later  settlers  were 
Captain  Eslik,  James  L.  Hogeboom,  Joseph  Proseus,  Jabez  Robinson, 
George  Noyes  and  Nathan  Noyes.  > 

The  village  was  incorporated  in  1827  at  a  time  when  it  contained  not 
more  than  twenty-five  houses  and  a  hundred  inhabitants.  One  of  the 
earliest  stores  there  was  located  on  the  dock  extending  into  the  Hudson 
river,  and  was  kept  by  Livingston,  ilurd  &  Co.  Another  was  owned 
by  Daniel  Wilcox.  Still  others  were  kept  by  Mr.  Gregory  and  Mr. 
McCloskey,  Sybil  &  Ilogeboom,  and  later  J.  \V.  Van  Hoesen.  One  of 
the  earliest  taverns  was  kept  by  Joseph  Proseus.  It  was  located  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  village.  Later  tavern-keepers  were  Jeremiah 
Gage,  Jabez,  Robinson  and  Manasseh  Knowlton. 

The  first  village  meeting  was  held  May  7,  1828,  and  was  presided 
over  by  William  Fitch-,  justice  of  the  peace,  The  village  voted  to  be- 
come a  new  corporation  in  1870  under  the  general  laws  relating  to  vil- 
lages. 

For  some  time  the  project  of  a  system  of  water  works  was  agitated 
and  in  the  spring  of  1  896  the  village  trustees  appointed  a  commission 
consisting  of  Barent  W.  Stryker,  C.  P.  Willis,  Seth  Wheeler,  William 
A.  Phibbs,  August  Hounghstine  and  Henry  Steinberger.  This  com- 
mission is  now  considering  the  feasibility  of  the  project.  It  is  proposed 
to  have  constructed  in  connection  with  the  water  works  system  a  sys- 
tem of  sewerage. 

There  is  but  one  bank  in  the  village,  the  National  Lank  of  Castleton. 
This  bank  was  organized  January  2f>,  LSCo,  by  seven  of  the  most  promi- 
nent residents,  who,  under  the  charter,  comprised  the  original  board 
of  directors.  This  board  consisted  of  Joel  I  ».  Smith,  Frank  H.  Hast- 
ings, Castle  W.  Herrick,  J.  V.  D.  Witbeck,  Russell  Downer,  Andrew 
Harder  and  Edwin  H.  Griffith.  The  first  officers  were  Joel  D.  Smith, 
president;  Andrew  Harder,  vice-president;  Edwin  II.  Griffith,  cash- 
ier. In  1885  the  charter  of  the  bank  expired  and  it  was  extended 
twenty  years.  On  the  morning  of  April  13,  188!),  the  bank  building, 
which  was  then  situated  on  the  west  side  of  River  street  near  the  rail- 
road station,  was  totally  destroyed  by  lire.  The  books  of  the  corpora- 
tion were  in  the  safe  and  these,  together  with  a  number  of  notes  and 
checks,  were  also  destroyed.  The  directors  purchased  the  property 
almost  opposite  the  burned  structure  and  converted  it  into  a  banking' 
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house.  It  is  on  this  site  that  the  brink  now  stands.  Of  the  original 
board  of  directors  all  are  dead  with  the  exception  of  J.  V.  I).  Witbeck. 
The  present  board  of  directors  consists  of  Franklin  P.  Harder,  James 
R.  Downer,  Barent  W.  Stryker,  James  Kingman,  Frank  II.  Downer, 
L.  S.  Kellogg,  James  H.  Kingman,  N.  A.  Schermerhorn  and  (ieorge 

E.  Barringer.  The  present  officers  are  Franklin  J*.  Harder,  president; 
James  Kingman,  vice-president;  James  R.  Downer,  cashier. 

Castleton  has  an  excellent  graded  school  system  under  the  supervis- 
ion of  Principal  Frank  Clapper.  About  300  pupils  attend.  The  course 
of  study  extends  from  the  primary  branches  to  academic  subjects,  some 
of  the  graduates  having  been  prepared  for  admission  to  college.  When 
the  village  was  first  organized  the  necessity  of  a  school  was  appreciated 
by  the  residents  and  one  was  built  The  records  of  this  school  were 
lost  and  excepting  what  can  be  recalled  by  early  residents  nothing  can 
be  learned.  About  eighty  years  ago  Catherine  Van  Buren,  who  was  subse  • 
quently  Airs.  Hannibal  Finck  of  Valley  Falls,  donated  to  the  village  a 
lot  upon  which  was  to  be  erected  a  building  for  school  purposes.  A 
frame  structure  was  built  in  1820  on  the  rear  of  the  ground.  Eighteen 
years  afterwards  this  building  was  demolished  and  a  brick  one  substi- 
tuted. The  school  house  at  present  in  use  was  built  in  1866  and  its 
dimensions  are  fifty-six  feet  by  thirty-four  feet,  two  stories  in  height. 

The  village  has  a  very  efficient  lire  department,  consisting  of  the 
Frank  P.  Harder  engine  company  and  the  J.  W.  McKnight  hose  com- 
pany. The  Frank  P.  Harder  engine  company  was  organized  in  1871, 
it  having  been  found  necessary  on  account  of  the  frequency  with  which 
fires  occurred.  On  a  plat  of  ground  which  had  been  t^iven  the  village 
b\  William  Cust  is  in  1  Sti-I  lor  the  local  ion  of  a  school  house,  a  structure 
was  erected  tor  an  engine  house  ami  a  new  fourth  class  engine  pur- 
chased. About  1,600  leet  of  hose  was  also  bought  and  this,  with  other 
necessary  paraphernalia,  comprised  the  department  apparatus.  A 
meeting  of  residents  of  the  village  who  composed  the  lire  workers  was 
called  and  a  company  organized  with  the  following  officers:  President, 

F.  P.  Harder;  chief  engineer,  W.  1'.  Smith;  foreman,  William  P. 
Smith;  first  assistant,  James  M.  Dawson;  second  assistant,  P.  II. 
Finkle;  third  assistant,  George  Hudson,  jr.  The  present  officers  are 
E.  J.  Earing,  chief;  (ieorge  Knower,  foreman;  Louis  Cook,  first  as- 
sistant; Martin  Hoffman,  second  assistant;  Silas  Cargon,  treasurer; 
O.  D.  Woodford,  secretary.  At  present  there  are  thirty  members  on 
the  active  roll. 
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The  J.  W.  McKnight  hose  company  was  organized  in  L 891  and  has 
twenty  active  members.  The  original  officers  were  Stephen  Coin- 
stock,  foreman;  Abraham  Shortsleeves,  first  assistant;  John  Van  Buren, 
secretary;  J.  W.  McKnight,  treasurer. 

The  principal  manufacturing  establishments  of  Castleton  arc  the 
mills  of  [ngalls  &  Co.,  the  Riverside  paper  mill  and  the  postal  card 
works. 

The  Oak  Grove  mills,  which  are  conducted  by  Ingalls  &  Co.  for  the 
manufacture  of  binders'  board,  trunk  board,  wagon  board  and  album 
board,  came  to  Castleton  in  1888  from  South  Manchester,  Conn.,  where 
the  business  was  established  in  1873.  The  mills  furnish  employment 
to  twenty-seven  persons  and  have  a  daily  capacity  of  1.3,000  pounds. 

The  Riverside  mills  are  the  property  of  the  Castleton  Paper  company, 
but  at  present  are  being  operated  by  Horton  Harder,  agt.  The  mills 
were  built  in  1803  and  for  a  number  of  years  manufactured  straw 
wrapping  paper,  having  a  capacity  of  live  tons  a  day.  For  the  past 
few  years  the  product  of  the  mills  has  consisted  of  tissue  paper,  the 
daily  capacity  being  two  and  one  half  tons.  The  mills  give  employ- 
ment to  about  twenty  hands. 

In  L85U  Charles  Van  Benthuysen  constructed  the  mills  now  used  for 
the  manufacture  of  paper  and  postal  cards.  The  mills  were  sold  to 
Woolworth  &  Graham,  who  now  operate  them,  in  1881.  Since  the 
plant  has  been  under  the  present  management  the  product  has  increased 
from  one  to  sixteen  tons  per  day.  The  manufacture  of  postal  cards 
for  the  IT.  S.  government  has  been  conducted,  with  the  exception  of 
one  contract  term  of  four  years,  since  Woolworth  &  Graham  assumed 
proprietorship.  The  product  in  the  postal  card  works  is  2,000,000 
cards  per  daw  The  product  of  the  paper  mill  consists  of  writing  and 
blank  books,  white  and  colored  paper,  envelopes,  pads  and  tablets.  The 
entire  plant  requires  200  hands  in  its  operation. 

Castleton  has  one  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  Shadyside  lodge  No.  721. 
It  was  organized  December  IS,  1894,  with  five  charter  members.  They 
were  Andrew  Iiauck,  Lewis  11.  Pardee,  Herman  Signer,  Thomas  J. 
Lape  and  William  S.  Castle.  At  the  first  meeting  eleven  new  mem- 
bers were  initiated.    The  lodge  is  now  in  a  nourishing  condition. 

There  are  several  other  villages  in  the  town,  but  none  have  ever  at- 
tained the  important  position  occupied  by  Castleton.  Schodack  Land- 
ing in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  town  on  the  Hudson  river,  was  set- 
tled soon  after  Castleton.     Early  settlers  were  John  C.  Schermerhorn, 
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who  is  believed  to  have  been  the  first  postmaster ;  Dr.  John  Squires, 
Philip  Scherraerhorn,  Smith  Peters  and  others.  The  old  Kittle  tavern 
was  one  of  the  earliest,  perhaps  the  first,  of  the  public  houses. 

Schodack  Depot  is  a  small  hamlet  located  on  the  Boston  &  Albany 
railroad  near  the  centre  of  the  town. 

Schodack  Centre  is  located  near  by.  The  old  brick  tavern,  the  first 
in  the  place,  was  built  by  John  Witbeck  in  LSI 6.  The  post-office  was 
established  in  L830  and  the  first  postmaster  was  James  Richardson. 
Schodack  Centre  occupies  more  territory  than  any  other  hamlet  in  the 
town,  its  extent  being  about  two  miles  from  north  to  south.  Masonic 
hall,  one  of  the  old  taverns,  was  conducted  in  the  early  part  of  the  cen- 
tury by  Manasseh  Knowlton,  who  afterward  had  charge  of  the  Brad- 
bury house  at  Castleton.  In  those  days  the  militia  and  independent 
uniformed  military  companies  were  required  by  law  to  meet  occasion- 
ally for  drill  and  inspection,  and  Masonic  hall  was  one  of  the  principal 
places  designated  for  the  purpose.  The  tavern  subsequently  passed 
into  the  hands  of  Jacob  W.  Lewis.  The  hotel  received  its  name  from 
the  fact  that  Schodack  Union  lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  had  rooms  in  it.  ).  W. 
Boyce,  a  well  known  local  historical  writer,  in  a  recent  newspaper 
article  said  : 

For  years  the  Schodack  Centre  post-ofliee  has  been  located  at  Masonic  hall.  When 
the  Hon.  Martin  1.  Townsend  of  Troy  was  representative  in  Congress  from  the 
Rensselaer-Washington  district,  an  effort  was  made  to  remove  the  post-office  to  the 
Brick  hotel,  situated  about  one  mile  nearer  Albany,  and  the  effort  was  temporarily 
successful,  but  such  a  breeze  was  raised  by  the  inhabitants  living  around  Masonic 
hall,  that  the  ottice  was  moved  back  in  twelve  days. 

The  blacksmith  shop  occupied  in  L SO  15  by  Thomas  Early,  opposite 
the  brick  hotel,  has  been  in  use  nearly  a  century.  In  it  the  stage  horses 
of  the  olden  time  were  shod.  The  Brick  hotel,  located  on  the  Boston 
and  Albany  turnpike  about  a  mile  north  of  Masonic  hall,  was  built  soon 
after  the  latter.  One  of  its  earliest  proprietors  was  John  H.  Vanden- 
burgh.  It  was  a  famous  stopping  place  for  the  fashionable  people  of 
Albany  in  the  early  days  of  the  century.  Colonel  N.  S.  Miller,  who 
lived  for  many  years  on  the  road  to  Castleton,  was  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  best  interests  of  the  town  for  many  years. 

His  tastes  led  him  early  to  engage  in  the  military  operations  of  the  State,  having 
arisen  from  the  ranks  to  be  a  colonel  of  a  regiment  under  the  old  military  regula- 
tions of  the  State,  and,  when  the  national  guards  were  organized,  he  became  colonel 
of  the  Seventy-second  Regiment,  N.  ti.  S.  N.  Y.    lie  was  captain  of  the  old  "  Bun- 
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leer  Hill  Barefoots" — but  whether  he  was  in  command  when  the  Karefoots  were  in 
ambush,  watching  the  old  Silver  Greys  of  Nassau,  history  sayeth  not.  lie  was  an 
efficient  commander  and  had  the  respect  of  his  command,  as  well  as  of  those  high 
in  authority.' 

South  Schodack  is  located  on  the  Boston  &  Albany  railroad  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  town. 

Last  Schodack,  formerly  called  Scott's  Corners,  is  located  in  the 
northeastern  part  of  the  town.  Among  its  early  settlers  were  Nathan 
Frost  and  a  family  named  Lewis.  A  tavern  was  built  there  about  1810 
by  a  man  named  Scott,  after  whom  the  place  was  called  Scott's  Cor- 
ners. The  first  store,  established  in  1820  or  1.827,  was  kept  by  Cornel- 
ins  Burdwell.  Nicholas  Lester  was  probably  the  first  postmaster, 
about  1854.  Scott's  hotel  was  situated  on  the  corner,  and  the  store  was 
so  located  that  it  faced  the  three  roads  that  met  there.  'I 'he  name  of 
the  hamlet  was  changed  to  East  Schodack  about  1845.  In  the  early 
days  of  the  hamlet  there  were  two  wagon  shops  there,  one  run  by 
James  Hawkins  and  the  other  by  William  Taber. 

Muitzes  Kill  is  situated  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town  on  a  creek 
bearing  the  same  name.  One  of  the  earliest  storekeepers  was  fohn  S. 
Clapp.  The  postoffice  was  not  established  until  L87G,  when  Mr.  Folms- 
bee  was  made  postmaster. 

Masten's  Corners  is  a  small  hamlet  located  two  miles  south  of  Castle- 
ton,  and  Clark's  Corners  is  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  town. 

The  exact  date  of  the  establishment  of  the  Reformed  Protestant 
Dutch  church  of  Schodack  is  not  known.  The  earliest  record  in  exist- 
ence begins  with  1770,  but  as  early  as  1754  preaching  services  had  been 
conducted  at  Schodack.  Whether  a  church  edifice  was  erected  before 
that  time  is  not  known.  Until  1  s  1  (1  the  church  and  parsonage  were 
located  near  Schodack  Landing.  In  the  latter  year  the  site  was 
changed  to  Muitzes  Kill,  the  building  being  used  until  February  7, 
187G,  when  it  was  burned.  A  new  church  was  at  once  erected  at  a  cost 
of  $11,000  and  was  dedicated  December  (i,  187G.  The  first  regular 
pastor  was  Johannes  Casparus  Fryenmoet,  who  also  served  the  congre- 
gation at  Kinderhook,  Columbia  county  He  continued  for  about 
eight  years,  when  he  died,  and  for  twelve  years  the  society  was  with- 
out a  regular  pastor.  Rev.  lames  Romeyn,  the  second  pastor,  began 
his  labors  in  1 7 S 8 ,  serving  also  a  church  in  Greenbush.  In  1820  the 
connection  between  the  Schodack  and   Nassau  churches,  which  had 


>  J.  W.  liuyie. 


TOWN  OF  SCHODACK. 


465 


existed  since  the  organization  of  the  latter  in  I  so:!,  was  dissolved,  and 
in  May,  1821,  the  Rev.  Isaiah  V.  Johnson  was  called  to  the  Schodack 
church,  becoming  the  first  pastor  who  devoted  his  services  exclusively 
to  the  Schodack  church. 

The  Reformed  church  at  Schodack  Landing  was  founded  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  church  November  2,  1858,  and 
for  a  time  was  under  the  direction  of  the  parent  church.  In  1866  it 
became  independent,  its  first  pastor,  the  Rev.  Isaac  L.  Kip,  serving 
from  1.867  to  lS7.r>. 

The  Schodack  Baptist  church  was  founded  in  L7S0,  its  first  pastor 
being  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tubbs.  The  first  house  of  worship  was  a  log 
meeting  house,  which  was  succeeded  in  1800  by  a  more  pretentious 
edifice.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Tubbs  the  church  was  without  a  pas- 
tor until  1707,  when  the  Rev.  Stephen  Olmstead  accepted  a  call,  serv- 
ing the  church  for  thirty-five  years. 

The  Castleton  Methodist  Episcopal  church  began  in  1830  as  a  mission 
station  in  the  Chatham  circuit.  The  church  edifice  was  built  in  1838 
and  the  Rev.  Philetus  Green  became  the  first  pastor.  In  1S52  a  par- 
sonage was  purchased,  but  in  L870  a  new  one  was  built  at  a  cost  of 
$'3,000.     In  1861   the  church  was  remodeled  at  a  cost  of  about  $2,200. 

The  corner  stone  of  the  Reformed  church  at  Castleton  was  laid  July 
1!),  1852.  The  architecture  of  the  building  was  pure  Gothic  and  con- 
sistently maintained  throughout.  In  response  to  an  application  from 
forty-two  persons  to  the  classis  of  Rensselaer,  a  church  organization 
was  effected  December  27,  1852.  The  dedication  services  were  held 
February  22,  1853.  Divine  worship  was  regularly  held  in  this  church 
until  1880,  when  the  budding  was  torn  down  and  the  present  attractive, 
commodious  edifice  was  erected  in  its  place.  Until  I S87  the  church 
owned  a  parsonage,  but  this  was  sold  to  reduce  the  mortgage  indebt- 
edness upon  the  church  property.  Regular  preaching  services  are  held 
in  the  summer  season  at  what  is  called  the  White  school  house,  and 
also  at  the  Brick  school  house.  The  church  has  had  six  pastors  and 
one  stated  supply.  Rev.  Kdward  R.  Stimson  served  from  1853  to  1861, 
Rev.  Edgar  L.  Hermance  from  1.861  to  1.869,  Rev.  George  J  I.  Mills 
from  1870  to  lss-2,  Rev.  Alan  I).  Campbell  from  ISsS;>  to  1889,  Rev. 
John  Dunlap  served  as  a  supply  from  L889  to  IS'.IO,  Rev.  Cornelius  E. 
Wyckoff  was  pastor  from  1.891  to  1803,  Rev.  Eugene  E.  Thomas  began 
his  pastorate  in  April,  L894,  and  still  continues  to  enjoy  the  esteem  and 
co-operation  of  his  parishioners. 
59 
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The  East  Schodack  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  was  organized  May 
15,  1  SI;*,  and  the  Rev.  H.  L.  Dox  was  the  first  pastor.  The  first  house  of 
worship  was  erected  in  1844.  The  Second  Lutheran  church  at  West  Sand 
Lake  and  the  church  at  East  Schodack  were  under  one  pastorate  for 
many  years,  but  the  congregation  at  the  East  Schodack  church  became 
so  large  that  it  was  found  necessary  either  to  enlarge  the  church  or 
build  a  new  one.  The  latter  course  was  taken  and  in  1872  a  new  church 
was  erected  at  an  expense  of  about  $10,000.  This  church  was  subse- 
quently struck  by  lightning,  which  damaged  it  very  much,  but  it  was 
thoroughly  repaired  and  the  inside  walls  ceiled,  and  it  is  now  regarded 
as  one  of  the  finest  church  buildings  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

About  the  year  1  8SS  a  few  Dutch  speaking  families  who  had  emigrated 
from  Holland  at  different  times  during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century, 
began  to  hold  religious  services  in  the  Reformed  church  at  Castleton. 
These  meetings  were  at  first  conducted  by  Domine  Dykstra,  then  pas- 
tor of  the  Holland  church  in  Albany.  Some  of  these  families  are  reg- 
ular communicants  in  the  Castleton  Reformed  church,  but  a  large 
number  still  retain  their  church  membership  in  Holland.  These  ser- 
vices are  conducted  mainly  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  cannot  speak 
English,  but  at  the  same  time  a  Sunday  school  has  been  established  for 
the  religious  training  of  children.  Many  of  these  children  also  receive 
instruction  in  the  Reformed  Church  Sunday  school.  While  these  fam- 
ilies do  not  now  receive  the  ministrations  of  a  regularly  ordained  clergy- 
man, yet  for  the  past  two  years  they  have  profited  by  the  preaching  of 
Mr.  Voosje  van  Bruggen,  an  elder  in  the  Holland  church  at  Albany. 

SUI'I  IvVISOKS  01'    S(  1 1 o  1 1  \ c  k  . ' 

171)5  I  V.Hi,  A.  o.  Ostrander ;  I  sou  ism),  C.  Schcrmerhorn ;  1810-1813,  William 
Lewis;  ISM  1810,  C.  L  Sehermerliorn ;  1817-181!),  W.  Brockway;  1820-1822,  S.  k. 
Cambell;  182:!,  J.  Witbeck;  1824,  S.  R.  Cambell;  1825-1833,  A.  Buck  man ;  1834-1839, 
J.  Shibley;  1840-1843,  A.  Bnckmau;  1844,  1'  G.  Tun  Eyck;  1845,  S.  McClellan; 
1 840-1 847,  J.  N.  Vedder;  1848,  William  N.  Budd;  1840,  E.  Couklin ;  1850-1852,  G. 
Lansing;  1854-1856,  S.  W.  Tallmadge;  1857-1859,  M.  Knickerbocker;  1800,  B.  L. 
Van  [ioesen;  1801-1802,  II.  B.  Howard;  1803,  J.  Schennerhorn ;  1804,  II.  B.  How- 
ard; 1805,  M.  J.  Miller;  1800-1807,  John  Green;  1808-1869,  II.  1'.  Van  I  loosen;  is?0- 
1871,  N.  S.  Miller;  1872-187;!,  J.  V.  1).  Witbeck ;  1874,  G,  Van  Voorhis;  1875,  Isaac 
Carpenter;  1870-1877,  W.  R.  Do  Freest ;  1878-1879,  Frank  P.  Harder;  1880-1881, 
George  R.  Miller;   1882,  John  W.  McKnight;   1883,  Isaac  Carpenter;  1884-1885, 


1  Much  of  the  information  regarding  Hie  ollieers  >>i  the  town  of  Schodack  was  courteously 
furnished  by  Town  Clerk  Oscar  J.  Lewis. 
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Frederick  Hill;  1886-1887,  Jacob  P.  Lansing;  1888-1889,  John  Moore;  1890-1891, 
Charles  Hyde  Smith;  1892-1895,  George  Anderson;  189G  ,  Frank  M.  Boyce. 

Town  Clerks  ok  Si  iiodack. 

1795-1797,  Theodosms  Drake;  1798-180(1,  James  Vandenburgh ;  180G,  John  Smith, 
180S,  John  D.  Smith;  1811,  Henry  Livingston;  LSI  8,  Jesse  I  .rock  way;  1817,  Matthias 
Hnlst;  1851,  Jeremiah  Shibley;  1827,  Abraham  Hogeboom;  1828,  Milo  Cragin ; 
1829,  Samuel  R.  Cambell ;  1832,  Barent  Hoes;  1833,  Henry  C.  Lodewiek ;  1839, 
Garret  Lansing-;  18-13,  Peter  Hogeboom;  1844,  William  Spring;  18-15,  Marcus  W. 
Lasher;  184(1,  Nicholas  S.  Miller;  1 848,  George  Van  Voorhis;  1849,  Nicholas  I. 
Miller;  1850,  J.  V.  D.  Wilbcck,  1857,  George  D.  Shibley;  1800,  George  Van  Voorhis; 
1861,  Henry  Van  Denburgh;  1803,  Samuel  S.  Warner;  1 805,  Frank  1'.  Canedy;  1867, 
Richard  Packman;  1870,  Garret  G.  Lansing;  1871-1872,  David  Becker;  1873,  Oscar 
J.  Lewis;  1874,  David  Becker;  1878  1 870.  John  .Moore;  1880  1881',  David  Becker; 
1882  1.887,  John  Moore;  1888.-1893,  Frederick  Hill;  1894-1895,  Charles  1.  Miller; 
1896-   ,  <  Iscar  J.  Lewis. 

Justices  oi-  rnii  Peace  ok  Schodack. 

1832,  Jacob  W.  Lewis;  1833,  William  Van  Dusen,  Abraham  V.  Schermerhorn ; 
1834,  Lawrence  C.  Hogeboom,  Samuel  Stevenson,  1835,  John  Garrison;  1830,  Abial 
Buekman,  William  Harris;  1837,  Abial  Buckman,  John  Garrison;  1H38,  Abial  Buck- 
man,  John  Alberton;  1839,  ISlisha  C.  Conklin,  John  Carpenter;  1840,  Nathaniel 
Griffith;  1841,  John  Carpenter;  1842,  Abial  Buckman;  181;;,  Elisha  C.  Conklin ;  1.S44, 
Henry  M.  Smith;  1845,  John  Carpenter ;  1846,  Abial  Buckman;  1847,  David  Booth; 
1848,  Henry  M.  Smith;  1849,  James  M.  Debous,  Milton  Knickerbocker;  1850,  Abial 
Buckman;  1851,  David  Booth;  1852,  Milton  Knickerbocker;  1853,  Isaac  Carpenter; 
185-1,  Lawrence  C.  Hogeboom;  1855,  Abel  N.  Garrison;  1850,  Milton  Knickerbocker; 
1857,  Nathan  N.  Seaman;  1859,  Abel  II.  Garrison;  1860,  Josiah  W.  Boyd,  ls(jl,  foe! 
Carpenter;  1862,  Nathan  N.  Seaman;  1863,  Abel  II.  Garrison;  1S64,  Seneca  S. 
Smith.  1865,  Joel  Carpenter;  1806,  Silas  Cargon;  1807.  Abel  II.  Garrison ;  1  si;si 
George  Fckes;  1809,  Joel  Carpenter;  18.0,  Silas  Cai'gon;  1871,  Eli  Shater;  1872,  1'. 
S.  Miller;  IS);!,  Isaac  Carpenter;  1874,  X.  N.  Seaman;  1875,  Fli  Shater;  1876,  P.  S. 
Miller;  1877,  Isaac  Carpenter;  1878,  Nathan  N.  Seaman;  1879,  lib  Shater,  William 
k.  De  Freest  (appointed  to  Oil  vacancy);  1880,  Lewis  N.  S.  Miller;  1881,  Isaac  Car- 
penter; 1882,  Silas  Cargon;  1883,  Wesley  B.  Smith;  1884,  Justin  Burwell ;  1885, 
Isaac  Carpenter;  1880,  Silas  Cargon;  1887,  Nicholas  S.  Miller;  1888,  Clark  Water- 
bury;  1889,  Isaac  Carpenter;  1890,  Silas  Cargon  ;  1891,  Sylvam  s  Finch  ;  1892,  Charles 
C.  Warner,  1893,  John  K.  Holmes,  1894,  Silas  Cargon;  1895,  Sylvanus  Finch;  1896, 
Peter  A.  Miller. 

Presidents  ok  CastletonL 

1827,  John  Steams;   1828-1829,  Lawrence  C.  Hogeboom;    1 830-1  S3 1 ,  [eremiah 

1  Mr.  Chai  les  li,  HueUman,  village  cleric  oC  Castleton,  lias  rendered  material  assistance  in  fur- 
nishing information  regai  ding  Hie  village  officers  of  Cast  let  on  anil  the  local  Masonic  lodge. 
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Gage;  1832,  James  Hogeboom ;  1833,  William  Civil!;  1834,  Henry  Gage;  1835,  Law- 
rence C.  Hogeboom ;  1836,  Ralph  Buss;  1837-1838,  Lawrence  C.  Hogeboom;  1839, 
John  Stearns;  1840,  Jacob  Botcher;  1841-1842,  John  P.  Ostrander;  1843,  Philip  H. 
Smith;  1844  -1845,  Abial  Buckman;  1840-1851,  Henry  Cage;  1852-1853,  Samuel  B. 
Campbell;  1854,  Joel  D.  Smith;  1855,  Samuel  B.  Campbell;  1850,  Andrew  Harder. 
1857-1859,  Isaac-  V.  Schermerhorn ;  1800,  Jeremiah  W.  Van  Hoesen;  1801-1802,  Isaac 
V.  Schermerhorn ;  lS'i:i,  John  V.  I).  VVJtbeck;  1804-1805,  Isaac  \'.  Schermerhorn; 
I860,  Jacob  Seaman;  1807,  John  V.  1).  Witbeck;  1808,  Isaac  \'.  Schermerhorn; 
1809,  Philip  Lansing;  1870-1871,  Franklin  I'.  Harder,  1872,  James  R.  Downer;  1873, 
Silas  Cargon;  1874,  James  R.  Downer;  1875-1877,  George  Anderson;  1ST*,  Abram 
Van  Bnren;  1ST!)  1882,  Samuel  B.  Campbell;  1883,  James  A.  Sloan,  18*4,  J.  V.  D. 
Witbeck;  1885,  James  R.  Downer;  1880-1887,  James  A.  Sloan;  lxss,  C.  G.  Rich- 
ards; 1X89-1890,  Clarence  Seaman;  1891,  George  Anderson,  1892-1893,  Barent  W. 
Stryker ;  1894,0.  1'.  Wool  worth  ,  1895  ,  John  Flynn. 

V'll.l.ACK   Cl  KKKS  Ol  CASTLKTON. 

1828-1829,  Robert  Hitchcock;  1830-1831,  J.  E.  Stearns;  ls;;-j,  Henry  Gage;  ls:;:j, 
Horace  Bell;  1834,  Humphrey  Witbeck;  1835-1838,  N.  N.  Seaman;  1839,  James  B. 
Witbeck;  184.0,  Peter  Hogeboom;  1841-1843,  John  C.  Davis;  1844,  Harrison  M. 
Hall;  1845,  James  B.  Witbeck;  1840-1851 ,  Joel  I).  Smith;  1852-1853,  Philip  H. 
Smith  ,  1854,  C.  G.  Richards;  1855,  James  L.  Hogeboom ;  1850-1858,  Horace  Bell; 
180(1,  James  L.  Hogeboom;  18111-1 80."),  Rufus  Rose;  lsW,  Jacob  Boucher;  1807-1808, 
Franklin  P.  Harder;  1869,  Silas  Cargon  and  Garret  G.  Lansing;  1870,  Silas  Cargon, 
Garrett;.  Lansing  and  William  P.  Smith;  1871-1875,  William  P.  Smith;  1870,  Silas 
Cargon;  1877-1881,  William  P.  Smith;  1882  1891,  Osborne  Faring;  1892,  C.  W. 
Knowlton;  1893  ,  Charles  15.  Buckman. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

TOWN  OF  PITTSTOWN. 

Pittstown  is  the  central  of  the  three  towns  of  the  northern  tier  in  the 
county.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  portions  of  Sch'aghticoke  and 
'Hoosick,  one  corner  being  exactly  on  the  boundary  line  between  Rens- 
selaer and  Washington  counties;  on  the  east  by  Hoosick,  on  the  south 
by  Grafton  and  Brunswick  and  on  the  west  by  Lausingburgh  and 
Schaghticoke.  The  land  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  within 
two  miles  of  the  Hoosick  river,  was  originally  embraced  in  the  Hoosick 
patent.     The  southern  part  of  its  territory,  that  lying  between  the 
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patent  of  Iloosick  and  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  became  the 
property  of  several  individuals;  being  sold  to  them  in  comparatively 
small  tracts.  The  surface  of  the  town  generally  is  moderately  hilly 
and  in  the  south  and  east  are  some  rugged  elevations  a  thousand  feet 
or  more  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Numerous  small  streams  flow 
westwardly  and  northwardly  into  the  Hoosick  river,  the  Tomhannoek 
being  the  principal  of  these  streams. 

Neither  history  nor  tradition  relates  who  the  first  settler  or  settlers 
of  the  town  were,  nor  when  the  homes  of  the  first  white  inhabitants 
were  erected.  The  only  thing  left  to  guide  posterity  in  this  matter  is 
the  early  history  of  communities  near  at  hand,  on  either  side  of  the 
town,  from  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  immediate  territory  was 
settled  about  the  same  time.  In  1709  the  first  settlements  were  made 
at  Old  Schaghticoke,  to  the  westward;  and  between  1735  and  1740 
Dutch  farmers  began  locating  in  Iloosick  and  Petersburgh.  It  there- 
fore is  reasonable  to  expect  that  the  first  settlements  in  Pittstown  were 
made  not  much  later  than  1710,  if  not  before  that  date. 

The  first  inhabitants  of  whom  any  clear  record  exists  were  those 
located  in  various  parts  of  the  town  just  prior  to  the  beginning  of  the 
War  of  the  Revolution.  Michael  Vandercook,  from  whom  the  local 
name  of  Cooksborough  was  derived,  located  there  as  early  as  1763. 
He  is  the  first  white  settler  of  whom  any  positive  record  is  left.  Wil- 
liam Shepard  came  from  New  England  in  1770  and  purchased  a  farm 
of  500  acres  near  by.  Two  years  later  Ludovicus  Viele  settled  at 
Valley  Palls  and  Christian  Fischer  at  Cooksborough,  though  they  found 
others  there  before  them.  Among  others  who  located  in  the  town 
during; or  soon  after  the  Revolutionary  War  were  Benjamin  Aiken,  who 
came  from  Dutchess  County  in  171S  or  I7?ii;  and  Edmund  Aiken,  who 
located  in  the  same  vicinity  a  year  or  two  later.  This  locality  after- 
ward became  known  as  the  Aiken  neighborhood.  William  Pendergast 
settled  near  johnsonville  before  1780  and  Caspar  Rouse  came  about  the 
same  time.  Stephen  Hunt,  Israel  Thompson,  Abner  Van  Name,  Al- 
exander Thompson,  Benjamin  Milks,  Evans  Humphrey,  William  Mc- 
Cleaver,  Stephen  Clapp,  Isaac  Carpenter,  Cornelius  Wiltsey  (or 
Wiltse),  Joseph  GifTord,  Gilbert  Eddy  and  Hazael  Shepard  located  in 
town  between  1 780  and  17S5.  Among  those  who  came,  probably  a  little 
later  but  all  during  the  eighteenth  century,  were  the  following:1 


i  lli-.ii.ry  <>f  Rensselaer  County,  Nathaniel  I;.  Sylvester. 
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John  Francisco,  near  Raymertown ;  James  Newcomb,  near  Pitts- 
town  Corners;  Simon  Newcomb,  an  early  and  long-time  physician, 
settled  at  Tomhannock  village  nearly  opposite  the  grist  mill;  Isaac 
Stoughton,  half  a  mile  above  Tomhannock  village,  a  place  known  as 
Stoughtontown  in  early  times;  David  Norton,  near  the  Quaker  meeting 
house;  William  Jackson,  in  the  same  neighborhood;  Daniel  Newcomb, 
a  mile  east  of  Tomhannock  village;  Peter  D.  Goes,  near  East  Pitts- 
town  church;  John  Davenport,  at  North  Pittstown,  formerly  known  as 
Millertown;  Samuel  Douglass;  Thomas  Prendergast,  at  Millertown; 
Gilbert  Williams,  at  Raymertown;  Lovett  Head,  near  Pittstown  Cor- 
ners; Abijah  Ketchum,  near  Cooksborough;  Jonas  Fialsted,  beyond 
Pittstown  Corners;  Simon  Vandercook,  at  Cooksborough;  Abraham 
Van  Arnam,  near  the  (Juaker  meeting  house;  Robert  Bostwick; 
Nathaniel  Wallis,  two  or  three  miles  east  of  Tomhannock;  Eliphalet 
Hyde,  at  Pittstown  Corners;  Noah  Miller,  at  North  Pittstown;  John 
Lee,  on  the  turnpike  near  the  "shilling-gate;"  [oseph  Wadsworth,  on 
the  farm  owned  by  his  descendants;  Charles  Chase,  near  Raymertown, 
not  far  from  Gilbert  Eddy's;  Lodewick  Stanton,  near  the  south  line  of 
the  town. 

One  of  the  earliest  taverns  in  Pittstown  was  located  on  the  Albany 
Northern  turnpike  in  the  brick  house  afterward  the  property  of  Peter 
Doty.  The  Finney  hotel  was  another  well  known  public  house.  It 
was  at  the  latter  hotel  that  the  draft  of  1812  was  made.  Another 
tavern  was  at  the  Daniel  Carpenter  place,  and  later  ones  were  the 
Union  house  and  Reed's  hotel  at  Pittstown.  The  old  Follett  house 
was  at  North  Pittstown.  The  Aiken  tavern  was  also  an  old  landmark 
on  the  Aiken  property.  The  hotel  kept  by  Mordecai  Lothridge  was 
probably  the  first  at  Valley  Palls.  At  Boyntonville  the  earliest  was 
the  Wadsworth  tavern. 

The  two  leading  physicians  of  the  town  for  many  years,  and  the 
earliest,  as  far  as  is  known,  were  Dr.  Simon  Newcomb,  who  located  at 
Tomhannock  about  1790;  and  Dr.  Theodore  E.  May.  At  Raymer- 
town Dr.  Van  Name  settled  very  early. 

At  the  time  of  the  division  of  the  ancient  county  of  Albany  and  the 
erection  therefrom  of  the  counties  of  Tryon  and  Charlotte,  March 
24,  1772,  the  territory  now  constituting  Rensselaer  county,  then  still 
a  part  of  Albany  count}',  was  divided  by  the  Provincial  Legislature 
into  four  districts — Rensselaervvyck,  Hoosick,  Pittstown  and  Schagh- 
ticoke.     The  district  of   Pittstown   was  erected  as    a    township  by 
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patent  July  23,  L7G1,  and  thus  remained  until  after  the  War  of  the 
Revolution.  The  first  civil  organization  of  which  there  is  any  record 
was  effected  in  1772,  being  that  of  the  "  Schaghticoke  district." 
March  7,  1788,  the  towns  of  Schaghticoke  and  Pittstown  were  created 
out  of  the  "Schaghticoke  district,"  and  the  two  towns  began  their 
separate  existence  at  the  town  meetings  held  in  April,  1780  The 
Pittstown  town  meetings  probably  were  held  in  a  house  near  the 
Quaker  meeting  house,  then  the  tavern  of  James  Stilt,  for  a  dozen 
years.     The  officers  elected  at  the  first  town  meeting  were  as  follows: 

Supervisor,  Israel  Thompson;  town  clerk,  Evans  Humphrey;  assessors,  John 
Francisco,  Harmon  Vanvarter,  Hazael  Shepard,  Henjamin  Milks,  John  Rowan; 
collectors,  Gilbert  Eddy,  Hazael  Shepard;  poormasters,  Simon  Yandercook,  George 
Gage,  Stephen  Hunt;  constables,  Gilbert  Eddy,  Hazael  Shepard,  Aaron  Van  Namee, 
John  Rowan,  jr.,  and  Stephen  Hunt. 

A  change  in  the  western  boundary  of  Pittstown  was  effected  by  act 
of  the  Legislature  passed  February  N,  1793,  as  follows: 

Whereas  the  division  line  between  the  towns  of  Schactekoke  and  Pitts  Town,  in 
the  county  of  Rensselaer,  has  been  found  inconvenient  to  the  inhabitants  of  both 
towns.    For  remedy  whereof, 

He  it  enacted  .  .  That  from  and  after  the  first  Monday  in  April  next,  the  divis- 
ion line  of  the  said  towns,  shall  be  continued  from  Yeile's  or  Toll's  bridge  on  the 
Hoosick  river,  in  a  direct  course  to  the  westernmost  corner  of  Michael  Vander  Cooks 
gristmill,  in  Cooksburgh,  and  from  thence  in  the  same  direction  to  the  manor  of. 
Rensselaerwyck. 

By  the  general  law  dividing  all  the  counties  of  the  State  into  towns, 
passed  April  7,  1801,  the  bounds  of  the  town  of  Pittstown  were  de- 
scribed as  fol  lows : 

Southerly  by  Troy  and  l'etorslmrgh,  westerly  by  Seliactikoke,  northerly  b\  Schaeti- 
koke,  and  the  north  bounds  of  the  county  of  Rensselaer,  and  easterly  by  a  line  be- 
ginning at  the  distance  of  ten  miles  east  from  Hudson's  river  on  the  north  line  of 
Seliactikoke  continued  east,  and  running  from  thence  to  a  place  in  the  north  bounds 
of  Petersburgh,  at  the  distance  of  thirteen  miles  from  Hudson's  river. 

The  military  history  of  Pittstown  does  not  differ  greatly  from  that  of 
the  other  towns  in  the  county.  Put  few  names  of  those  inhabitants  of 
the  town  who  served  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  have  been  preserved. 
Among  these  were  General  Gilbert  Eddy,  Lieutenant  John  Van  Woert, 
William  Ray  ami  Isaac  Van  Woert.  The  names  of  others  doubtless 
will  be  found  iu  the  rolls  of  Revolutionary  soldiers  from  Schaghticoke, 
Lansingbui'gh  and  perhaps  Hoosick.  In  the  War  of  L812  General  Gil- 
bert Eddy's  expedition  to  Plattsburgh  was  accompanied  by  a  consider- 
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able  number  of  Pittstown  soldiers.  Among"  them  were  Nathaniel  Bos- 
worth,  Winslow  Eddy,  William  Chapman,  William  Pennie,  Samuel 
Hyde,  Benjamin  Reed,  Abel  Harwood,  Evans  Kay,  fames  Van  Name 
and  James  Stitt. 

The  people  of  Pittstown  took  an  early  active  interest  in  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion,  and  when  the  '2nd  Regiment,  New  York  Vols.,  was 
organized  the  town  was  represented  therein  by  twenty- six  brave  men. 
At  ever)'  succeeding  call  men  left  their  homes  and  their  business  to  go  to 
the  front.  Beside  the  twenty-six  who  went  out  with  the  2nd  Regiment 
of  Infantry,  Pittstown  was  represented  by  twenty-live  men  in  the 
Black  Horse  Cavalry,  which  was  never  mounted  and  consequently 
never  saw  service;  four  in  the  104th  New  York  Regiment,  five  in  the 
New  York  Harris  Cavalry,  sixty-six  in  the  125th  New  York  Regiment, 
twenty-five  in  the  l(59th  New  York  Regiment,  and  eleven  in  the  ( Iris- 
wold  Cavalry.  During  the  war  meetings  were  held  in  the  town  at 
various  times  and  the  patriotic  sentiments  of  the  inhabitants  were  kept 
constantly  excited.  Thousands  of  dollars  were  raised,  a  tax  of  $135,000 
being  voted  at  one  meeting  alone — a  special  town  meeting  held  Sep- 
tember 7,  18(54-.  The  names  of  the  Pittstown  soldiers  who  died  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  during  the  Rebellion  follow: 

William  Slocnm,  John  Lyons,  Theodore  Way,  Adam  Lohnes,  James  Donahue, 
John  McMurray,  Rufus  Kipp,  Charles  H.  Bvownell,  Onesimus  Philardo,  LewisSmith, 
Jordan  G.  Hall,  Alonzo  Jones,  Albert  Wager,  John  Wager,  Marshal  Iliscox,  Theo- 
dore  i'.  Pyser,  Levi  15.  Brundage. 

There  is  little  out  of  the  usual  line  to  be  related  regarding  the  schools 
of  Pittstown.  The  first  school  is  supposed  to  have  been  established 
about  1  T s r>  by  William  Hammonds  at  North  Pittstown.  Four  or  live 
years  later  a  second  school  was  established  at  Sherman's  Mills  by 
Rebecca  Thompson.  At  the  town  meeting  in  the  spring  of  1  i!)0  Israel 
Thompson,  Hazael  Shepard,  Jonathan  Rouse,  Simeon  Button  and 
Samuel  Douglass  were  elected  commissioners.  In  pursuance  of  the 
law  of  I  S 1 Jesse  Finne,  Michael  S.  Vandercook  and  Stephen  L.  Yiele 
were  elected  school  commissioners.  Under  the  system  of  supervision 
by  school  superintendents,  inaugurated  in  IS  I  I,  the  first  to  hold  office 
was  Peter  1'.  Abbott.  Johnsonville  and  Valley  Falls  both  maintain 
excellent  graded  schools. 

From  an  industrial  and  commercial  standpoint  Johnsonville  is  the 
leading  village  of  Pittstown.  It  is  located  on  the  Hoosick  river,  the 
Fitchburg. railroad  and  the  Greenwich  &  Johnsonville  railway.  The 
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principal  industry  supporting  the  place  is  the  big  axe  factory  now  con- 
trolled by  the  American  Edge  Tool  company.  Johnsonville  was  named 
in  honor  of  William  Johnson, who  settled  there  early  in  the  nineteenth 
century  and  established  a  brick  grist  mill  and  saw  mill.  Entirely 
through  his  energy  and  enterprise  the  village  grew  rapidly.  The  place 
originally  had  been  known  as  "the  Lick;"  but  he  disliked  the  name 
and  arbitrarily  changed  it  to  johnsonville.  It  was  not  until  after  his 
death,  however,  that  that  name  was  generally  adopted.  In  ISA-]  the 
Troy  &  Boston  (Fitchburg)  Railroad  company  painted  the  name  of 
Johnsonville  across  its  station  there,  and  from  that  time  all  opposition 
to  the  change  was  at  an  end. 

The  bridge  across  the  Hoosick  river  at  [ohnsonville  was  established 
as  a  toll  bridge  about  18'25,  and  the  first  gate-keeper  was  a  man  named 
Miller. 

The  axe  factory  owned  by  the  American  Edge  Tool  company  is  a 
large  institution,  employing  many  hands  when  in  operation.  It  was 
established  about  half  a  century  ago,  and  for  many  years  it  was  the 
property  of  Lane,  Gale  &  Co.  It  turns  out  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
axes  annually,  which- are  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  The  factory 
was  badly  damaged  by  lire  September  13,  1896.  There  are  also  several 
other  less  important  manufacturing  concerns,  and  the  village  is  liber- 
ally supplied  with  stores. 

Within  recent  years  the  village  of  Valley  Falls  has  grown  to  be  one 
of  the  principal  ones  in  the  town.1  It  lies  partly  in  Pittstown  and 
partly  in  Schaghticoke.  Less  than  a  score:  of  years  ago  the  industries 
of  the  village  were  enumerated  as  follows:3 

The uliI  Kagle  mower  factory,  now  P.  P.  llerrington's  general  machine,  works;  the 
grist  mill  by  H.J.  I  lerrington ;  the  linen  mill  of  James  Thompson,  a  large  establish- 
ment making  linen  cords,  mosquito-netting  and  many  similar  varieties  of  work;  the 
station  ami  other  buildings  on  the  Troy  &  Boston  railroad;  a  new  store,  by  James 
Thompson,  the  proprietor  of  the  linen  mill;  a  store  by  James  Doraii;  a  carpenter 
shop  by  William  Miller,  and  a  hotel  by  L,  S.  Reed;  Herrington's  foundry,  Joseph 
Parker's  hardware  store  and  tin  shop;  Valley  Palls  hotel,  Walter  A.  Groesheck;  store 
of  David  C.  Newcomb;  10.  1).  Merrick,  builder;  carriage  shop ;  Lohnas  &  Cunning- 
ham, dealers  in  coal  and  lumber,  and  general  produce  buyers;  Silas  J.  llerrington, 
selling  agricultural  implements,  and  general  produce  dealer ;  Albert  J.  Stover,  simi- 
lar business;  George  \V.  Finch,  civil  engineer;  II.  D.  Stover,  hay  and  straw  press, 

1  The  author  is  indebted  to  Harry  A.  Askins,  Bsq.,  of  Schaghticoke  Tor  much  o£  the  infoi  in 
•tion  contained  in  this  chapter. 

*  Sylvester's  History  of  Rensselaer  County,  1879. 
GO 
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dealing  iu  country  produce;  tin  shop  and  hardware,  by  Joseph  Parker;  Patrick  Cas 
sidy,  blacksmith;  Sheldon  &  Merrick,  builders;  Elwell  &  Miller,  builders;  William 
and  James  Miller,  wagon-making,  woodwork;  Martin  Hoyt,  blacksmith,  wagon- 
making,  iron-work;  Benjamin  Street,  shoemaker. 

The  principal  manufacturing-  concern  of  this  village  to-day  is  the 
firm  of  James  Thompson  &  Co.,  who  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  flax  and  hemp  twines,  mosquito  netting,  tarlatans  and  buckram, 
occupying  a  mill  site  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Hoosick  river.  These 
mills  were  originally  operated  by  James  Thompson,  who  has  been  a 
practical  manufacturer  since  1.852,  and  who  acquired  the  property  on 
which  the  present  building  stands  in  1870.  Mr.  Thompson  demolished, 
with  one  exception,  all  the  old  buildings  which  were  on  the  premises, 
and  which  had  been  operated  as  a  twine  mill  by  Lape  &  Sproat,  and 
commenced  the  erection  of  a  large  brick  mill  in  1871.  Several  years 
later  he  built  a  large  cotton  mill  in  which  to  conduct  the  manufacture 
of  mosquito  netting  and  buckram,  which  had  been  previously  carried 
on  in  New  York  city.  In  1878  the  firm  of  James  Thompson  &  Co.  was 
formed,  Mr.  Thompson  taking  as  a  partner  R.  A.  Schoneman  of  New 
York.  Four  additional  buildings  were  erected  in  L880  and  still  an- 
other in  1881. 

In  1881  the  Valley  Falls  Water  Power  Co.  built  a  new  dam,  this  firm 
being  the  leading  spirit  in  the  enterprise.  Further  improvements  in 
water  power  were  made  in  1886  by  the  firm  building  a  new  Hume  and 
making  extensive  rock  excavations.  In  1887  the  old  building  was  de- 
molished and  a  substantial  brick  structure  erected.  Previous  to  this 
the  company  had  built  a  commodious  storehouse  along  the  line  of  the 
Fitchburg  railroad.  During  is;i|  the  company  acquired  possession 
of  the  Valley  kails  Paper  Co.  property  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
river.  In  1895  the  large  brick  structure  was  added  to  the  mills  to  be 
devoted  to  the  finishing  of  cotton  goods.  The  mills  are  equipped  with 
all  modern  improvements,  including  an  automatic  sprinkling  system 
and  electric  lights.  The  present  members  of  the  firm  are  James  Thomp- 
son of  Valley  Falls  and  Rosa  B.  Schoneman  of  New  York,  the  latter 
being  represented  at  the  mills  by  Fdwin  Buchman. 

The  Fagle  Mills  operated  by  Hunter  Bros,  are  another  industry.  Rye 
flour  is  manufactured  and  other  grain  is  ground. 

In  the  year  1866  District  No.  11  of  Pittstown  and  District  No.  4-  of 
Schaghticoke  were  consolidated  and  a  new  district  formed,  embracing 
the  territory  contained  in  the  aforesaid  districts,  which  was  called  Dis- 
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trict  No.  11,  Thomas  Lape,  R.  A.  Balch  and  A.  Hunter  being  named 
as  trustees.  During  this  year  the  sum  of  $2,000  was  voted  to  build 
and  furnish  a  new  frame  school  house.  Lots  were  deeded  by  Thomas 
Lape  free  from  all  claims  as  long  as  used  for  school  purposes.  An 
effort  was  made  at  this  time  to  establish  a  union  free  school  system, 
but  the  plan  failed.  In  February,  1893,  it  was  voted  to  bond  the  dis- 
trict for  $10,000  to  build  a  new  brick  school  house.  The  contract  was 
awarded  Easton,  Rising  &  Worden  of  Hoosick  Falls  and  the  building 
was  completed  and  accepted  in  November,  1893,  at  a  total  cost  of  $11,- 
001.  The  board  of  trustees  at  this  time  consisted  of  G.  W.  Lohnes, 
John  F.  Cunningham  and  James  Thompson,  sr.  June  9,  1894,  it  was 
decided  to  establish  a  union  free  school  system,  the  board  of  education 
elected  at  this  time  being  C.  J.  Olds,  James  Thompson,  John  Kenyon, 
W.  H.  Shannon  and  J.  W.  Parker.  In  February,  1890,  F.  C.  Church 
was  appointed  to  till  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  deatli  of  Mr.  Olds.  In 
November,  1895,  application  was  made  to  place  the  school  under  the 
Board  of  Regents  and  form  an  academic  department,  which  was  ac- 
cepted and  the  charter  was  granted  in  March,  1890.  The  present  board 
consists  of  James  Thompson,  president;  John  Kenyon,  W.  II.  Shan- 
non, T.  C.  Church  and  Alden  S.  Hoyt.  The  present  faculty  consists 
of  George  S.  Ellis;  Mary  J.  Elmer,  M.  Blanche  Sheldon,  Lena  Knapp 
and  Emma  Male.    The  new  building  is  situated  on  Charles  street. 

Columbian  Lodge  No.  087,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was  instituted  by  Edwin  F. 
Gaul,  G.  M. ;  Sidney  F.  Rowland,  D.  G.  M.  ;  Alfred  A.  Guthrie,  G.  W.  ; 
and  Charles  Neher,  G.T.  The  charter  members  were  James  Murphy, 
John  F.  Cunningham,  Charles  A.  Clum,  Charles  H.  Edmonds,  John  C. 
Gilford,  W.  A.  Mauley,  Allied  j.  Butler,  C.  C.  Percy,  C.  A.  Sproat, 
W.  11.  Shannon,  \V.  II.  Sproat  and  Adam  Lohnes.  Meetings  were  held 
in  Shannon's  Hall  until  May  15,  1890,  when  they  moved  into  their  pres- 
ent quarters  in  Columbian  hall,  which  was  purchased  by  them  March 
1,  1890.  The  first  officers  of  this  lodge  were :  N.  G.,  John  F.  Cunning- 
ham; V.  G.,  Charles  U.  Edmonds;  recording  secretary,  John  S.  Gilford; 
permanent  secretary,  D.  Corbin. 

Tomhannock  was  known  in  its  early  days  as  Reed's  Hollow,  being 
so  named  in  honor  of  Joseph  Reed,  who,  in  1805,  built  the  second  tavern 
there,  and  ten  years  later  a  grist  mill,  both  of  which  nourished  for  many 
years.  The  first  tavern  in  the  hamlet  was  built  before  the  year  1800. 
The  earliest  settlements  made  in  this  vicinity  were  at  a  spot  which  was 
known  as  Stoughtontown,  a  short  distance  east  of  the  present  site  of 
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the  place.  Otter  creek,  a  branch  of  the  Hoosick,  runs  through  Tom- 
hannock  and  furnishes  good  water  power.  The  post-office  was  estab- 
lished soon  after  the  hamlet  was  and  Jonathan  Rouse  was  the  first  post- 
master. It  is  believed  that  the  name  of  the  office  and  the  place  was 
changed  upon  his  recommendation. 

Raymertown  is  located  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town  on  the  line 
of  the  old  stage  route  from  Troy  to  Bennington.  It  is  a  small  village, 
or  hamlet,  and  its  principal  industries  are  saw  mills  and  grist  mills, 
blacksmith  shops  and  stores.  The  name  is  believed  to  have  been  de- 
rived from  a  family  named  Raym'er,  which  settled  at  that  point  at  an 
early  date.  The  post-office  was  established  in  1838  and  the  first  post- 
master was  Robert  T.  Cushman.  The  local  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  was 
organized  June  7,  1.893,  with  five  charter  members  and  these  officers: 
N.  G.,  Charles  W.  Snyder;  V.  G.,  William  B.  Yates;  secretary,  B.  W. 
File;  treasurer,  Clarence  H.  Ryan. 

The  other  hamlets  are  North  Pittstown,  originally  called  Millertown; 
Fast  Pittstown;  Boyntonville,  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  town, 
named  after  a  pioneer  family  bearing  the  name  of  Boynton.  Charles 
M.  Todd  was  the  first  postmaster  and  the  office  was  established  in  1873 
or  1874.  Pittstown  Corners,  and  Cooksborough,  located  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  town,  complete  the  list. 

The  first  church  established  in  Pittstown  was  the  Reformed  Dutch 
church,  how  early  is  not  known.  The  first  edifice  was  located  near 
the  centre  of  the  town,  and  subsequently  the  congregation  removed  to 
Buskirk's  Bridge.  The  legal  certificate  of  the  church  bears  date  of 
March  25,  1800,  but  the  society  must  have  held  religious  services  long 
before  that  time.  The  society  ceased  to  exist  about  IMS  ami  most  of 
the  families  became  founders  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Tonihannock. 

The  second  church  established  in  the  town  apparently  was  that  of  the 
society  of  Friends,  toward  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The 
first  meeting  house  was  built  about  the  time  the  society  was  founded 
and  a  second  one  was  erected  in  1.819.  It  was  repaired  in  1874  and  has 
served  the  society  for  many  years.  One  of  the  earliest  ministers  was 
Mrs.  Rose  Eddy. 

The  Baptist  Church  of  Christ  in  Pittstown  was  founded  in  17SI  or 
1787,  on  which  point  authorities  disagree.  Two  early  pastors  were  t he 
Rev.  Amos  Burrows  and  the  Rev.  Isaac  Webb.  Early  meetings  were 
held  in  the  school  house  at  Pittstown  Corners,  and  the  first  regular 
house  of  worship  was  erected  in  1789.     The  church  was  finally  divided 
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over  questions  of  doctrine  and  in  183S  or  1839  part  of  the  congregation 
withdrew  and  joined  the  Baptist  church  of  Hoosick.  The  church  prop- 
erty and  records  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Christ, 
and  the  old  church  practically  ceased  to  exist. 

The  Second  Baptist  church  at  Pittstown  was  founded  prior  to  or 
during  1707,  when  it  was  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  Elder  Stephen 
Hunt.     There  is  no  record  of  the  society  after  J  SCO. 

The  Disciples'  Church  of  Christ  was  the  outgrowth  of  the  division  of 
the  old  Baptist  Church  of  Christ  in  1838,  when  those  members  who  did 
not  withdraw  and  enter  the  Baptist  church  reorganized  under  the  name 
of  the  Church  of  Christ.  The  society  was  incorporated  in  1.847  as  "The 
Baptist  Church  in  the  town  of  Pittstown,"  and  the  first  pastor  was  the 
Rev.  Porter  Thomas.  It  was  in  this  church  that  President  fames  A. 
Garfield  preached  when  lie  was  a  student  at  Williams  college.  The 
old  Baptist  meeting  house,  the  first  property  of  the  society,  was  re- 
modeled in  18C0  and  dedicated  in  the  fall  of  that  year. 

The  members  of  the  old  Baptist  Church  of  Christ  who  withdrew  and 
joined  the  Baptist  church  of  Hoosick  continued  to  hold  meetings  in  the 
old  meeting  house  in  Pittstown,  by  permission  of  those  in  possession, 
until  about  IS  lii.  The  society  was  reorganized  and  constituted  a  new 
church  December  2p,  IS  HI,  the  first  minister  being  the  Rev.  D.  S. 
Deane.    The  society  died  out  about  1873. 

The  Presbyterian  church  of  South  Pittstown  was  located  at  what  is 
now  Raymertown  and  was  organized  in  1816.  Two  years  later  the 
first  house  of  worship  was  erected.  The  Rev.  John  Coe,  who  was  the 
prime  mover  in  the  establishment  of  the  church,  became  its  first  pastor. 
Soon  alter  1  s;»;»  the  society  died  out,  but  it  was  reorganized  and  main- 
tained until  1808,  when  it  ceased  to  exist  and  the  church  became  the 
property  of  the  ICvangelieal  Lutheran  church. 

The  Presbyterian  church  of  Tomhannock  was  organized  October  .'!, 
L810,  under  the  style  of  the  "United  Dutch  and  Presbyterian  .Society," 
and  among  its  earliest  preachers  were  the  Revs,  fames  G.  Ogilvie, 
Mark  Tucker,  Jonas  Coe  and  Lebbeus  Armstrong,  supplies.  The 
house  of  worship  was  built  about  1820,  and  remodeled  in  L859.  The 
first  regular  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Solomon  Lyman,  who  served  the 
South  Presbyterian  church  conjointly  with  the  Tomhannock  church. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Tomhannock  was  organized  in 
1811.  In  1850  the  churches  at  Tomhannock  and  Schaghticoke  were 
one  charge,  and  may  have  been  long  before  that  time.    The  records 
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are  very  indefinite.  It  is  known,  however,  that  meetings  had  been 
held  at  this  point  by  the  Methodists  many  years  before  the  organiza- 
tion -of  the  church. 

About  the  year  1825  the  first  Methodist  society  was  formed  in  Valley 
Falls.  The  house  of  worship  was  a  school  house  now  remodeled,  then 
situated  at  the  junction  of  the  Tomhannock  and  old  Troy  turnpike  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  residence  now  occupied  by  Daniel  Stover.  Some 
time  after  a  shop  on  the  Schaghticoke  side  of  the  Hoosick  river  near 
the  present  residence  of  Charles  J.  Starks  was  fitted  up  for  .Sunday 
school  purposes.  In  L839  a  church  was  erected  on  Main  street  at  a 
cost  of  §1,1500.  It  was  dedicated  in  October,  1839,  by  the  Rev.  Noah 
Levin  g,  presiding  elder  of  the  Troy  district.  In  1854  the  church  was 
remodelled  by  the  removal  of  the  galleries,  which  at  first  covered  the 
sides  and  ends,  and  by  the  addition  of  a  lecture  room  in  the  rear.  In 
1874  the  parsonage  was  built  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  A.  McGilton. 
For  several  years  the  Valley  Falls  church  was  one  of  the  churches  com- 
prising the  old  Pittstown  circuit,  but  in  1.800  the  congregation  concluded 
to  separate  from  Tomhannock,  and  E.  Goss,  at  that  time  a  supernume- 
rary, took  charge  as  a  supply,  lie  served  until  18(1(1,  when  the  Rev. 
J.  K.  Cheeseman,  a  local  preacher  of  West  Troy,  was  appointed  and 
served  one  year.  At  the  conference  in  1.868  Valley  Falls  was  united 
with  Hart's  Falls  and  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Heath  was  appointed  pastor.  In 
1882  the  present  church  was  built  on  Main  street  at  a  cost  of  $15,000. 
The  corner  stone  was  laid  in  1883  and  the  church  was  dedicated  April 
3,  1881,  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Eaton  preaching  in  the  morning  and  the  Rev. 
T.  A.  Griffin  in  the  evening.  This  edifice  is  a  frame  building  of  old 
colonial  style,  the  extreme  dimensions  being  70  by  1)8  feet.  The  spire 
is  100  feet  in  height,  supporting  a  "2,000  pound  bell.  In  L8S4  the  old 
church  was  purchased  by  Albert  Hunter  ami  was  removed  to  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  street,  and  transformed  into  dwellings. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Cooksborough  dates  from  Jan- 
uary 20,  181;"),  though  services  had  been  held  for  several  years  previous 
to  that  date.  A  house  of  worship  was  also  in  use,  having  been  dedi- 
cated before  181;").  The  trustees  named  in  the  certificate  were  William 
Hayner,  Cornelius  Filkins,  John  Freiot,  Anthony  Lockrow  and  Andrew 
Follett.     The  church  was  reincorporated  March  17,  1821. 

The  Christian  church  of  Pittstown  was  organized  soon  after  1835, 
though  a  certificate  of  incorporation  was  not  filed  until  July  25,  1855. 
Elder  John  Spoor  was  first  in  charge  of  the  services.      The  society 
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worshipped  in  a  school  house  in  Pittstown  until  L841,  when  the  first 
church  was  opened  for  the  regular  meetings.  The  dedication  occurred 
in  February  of  that  year.  The  first  settled  pastor  was  Elder  Wilson 
Mosher. 

The  Pittstown  Corners  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  incorporated 
September  5,  1843.  It  has  always  been  connected  with  some  other 
church  as  one  charge,  generally  with  Boyntonville  and  Potter  Hill. 
There  is  a  church  edifice  at  each  place,  that  at  Boyntonville  having 
been  erected  a  few  years  after  that  at  Pittstown  Corners.  The  Boyn- 
tonville society  was  incorporated  November  16,  1859. 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  at  Raymertown  was  incorporated 
in  April,  1853,  though  the  society  had  been  organized  nearly  thirteen 
years  at  that  time,  or  since  August  27,  1840.  The  Rev.  Isaac  Kimball 
was  the  first  pastor.  Soon  after  organization  the  society  came  into 
possession  of  the  property  formerly  owned  by  the  Raymertown  Pres- 
byterian church.  In  1870  the  structure  was  rebuilt  at  a  cost  of  nearly 
$9,000. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  society  organized  May  18,  .1835,  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  town,  is  extinct. 

St.  Paul's  Protestant  Episcopal  church  at  Johnsonville  was  incorpo- 
rated November  4,  1872,  and  meetings  were  maintained  for  a  few  years 
in  a  chapel  built  soon  after  organization.  The  society  finally  dis- 
banded and  sold  its  property  to  the  Catholics  of  Johnsonville,  who  soon 
after  began  to  hold  regular  services  there  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Catholic  church  of  Schaghticoke. 

The  Johnsonville  Presbyterian  church  was  organized  February  11, 
ISf>l>,  and  soon  alter  erected  a  house  ol  worship  near  the  centre  of  the 
village. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  located  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
town  was  incorporated  April  8,  1851. 

The  church  of  Our  Lady  of  Good  Counsel,  Catholic,  located  in  Val- 
ley Falls,  was  built  during  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Father  Murphy, 
having  been  begun  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  Father  Gallagher,  who 
held  Sunday  school  in  the  school  house  every  Sunday  after  his  return 
from  Pittstown.  The  ground  upon  which  the  church  is  erected  was 
purchased  from  Mr.  Iioey  of  Troy  for  $1,800.  Ground  was  broken 
March  19,  1889,  and  the  basement  was  dedicated  August  28  of  the  same 
year.  Services  were  held  in  the  basement  until  May  4,  1890,  when  the 
building  was  dedicated  by  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  McNierney.    The  build- 
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ing  is  of  brick  with  granite  facings,  and  the  cost  up  to  the  time  of  the 
dedication  $I4,1?2.  By  an  accident  supposed  to  be  due  to  the  powder 
mill  explosion  in  1801  the  building  was  damaged.  During  the  repair- 
ing of  the  church  services  were  again  held  in  the  basement  until  July 
21,  1805,  when  the  church  was  again  opened. 

In  1*92  Rev.  C.  F.  Stanley  of  Lansingburgh  started  a  Baptist  mis- 
sion in  Spier's  hall  at  Valley  Falls.  March  23,  ISO:},  a  church  was  organ- 
ized with  nineteen  members.  The  ecclesiastical  council  met  May  11 
of  the  same  vear  and  recognized  it  as  a  Baptist  church.  After  the  organiza- 
tion  the  Rev.  A.  M.  Hendricks  of  Fultonville,  X.  Y.,  was  called  to  as- 
sume the  pastorate,  holding  the  same  from  June  11,  1803,  to  October  1, 
1805.  In  1803  the  present  church  was  built,  the  corner  stone  being 
laid  in  October,  180:},  and  the  building  dedicated  March  22,  1804.  The 
present  pastor.  Rev.  L.  Schemerhorn,  assumed  the  pastorate  Novem- 
ber 23,  1 805.  The  principal  benefactor  and  those  to  whom  the  establish- 
ment of  the  church  are  due  are  James  Thompson,  sr.,  Lewis  E.  Gnrley 
of  Troy,  John  Allen,  E.  P.  Chase,  B.  J.  Holly  of  Lena,  111.,  and  J.  E. 
Hoag  of  Easton,  X.  Y. 

Supervisors  ok  Pittstowx. 

1789,  Israel  Thompson;  1790-1795,  Benjamin  Milks;  17i)6-179!»,  Israel  Thompson; 
18*10,  Jonathan  Brown;  1801.  James  L.  Hogeboom;  1802-1803,  Jonathan  Rou.sc,  jr.; 
1804,  John  Thompson;  1805,  Jonathan  Rouse,  jr.;  1800-180*,  Israel  Shepard;  J8<»9- 
1810,  Henry  Warren;  1811-1812,  Jonathan  Rouse,  jr.;  1813,  Jonathan  Rouse;  1814- 
1815,  Simon  Newcomb.  jr.;  1816.  George  Fake,  jr.;  1817,  Reuben  Halsted;  1818, 
Simon  Newcomb.  jr.;  1819-1820.  Reuben  Ilalsted;  1821-1829.  Joseph  Wads  worth; 
1)3304-1831,  Jacob  P.  Yates:  1832.  Charles  Haskir.?;  IS33.  Thomas  Ti'.hnghast ;  1S34- 
IfCfci.  John  Van  Namee;  lSi6.  Norman  Baker;  l.*vt7-1S44.  Nathan  Browne"..  1*>45~ 
IS46.  Charles  II.  Barry;  1S47.  John  I*.  Hall;  1S1J>,  David  Norton;  1849.  Smith  Her- 
rington; 1850-1*51.  Samuel  Douglass;  1832-1853,  Ananias  Cronk;  1*54-1855.  Thomas 
Hoag;  1856-1*59,  Samuel  Douglass;  I860,  James  N.  Halsted;  1861,  Christopher 
Snyder;  1862,  Smith  Herrington;  1863-1865.  George  W.  Banker;  1 866-1  h<;8.  Edward 
Akin;  1869-1870,  John  W.  Campbell;  1871-1872.  Theodore  C.  Richmond;  1873-1874. 
Charles  W.  Snyder;  1875-1876.  Royal  Abbott;  1W77.  Abraham  Herrington;  1878. 
Eli  Perry;  1879-1 880.  Jonathan  Norton;  1881-1883.  Charles  W.  Snyder;  1884^18*7. 
Jonathan  Hoag;  1888-1890,  George  W.  Lohnes;  1891-1892.  Hiram  File;  1893-1899, 
Charles W.  Snyder;  1896  ,  Joseph  W.  Parker. 

Town  Clerks  of  Pittstowx. 

1789.  Evans  Humphrey;  1790.  Roberts.  Bostwick ;  1791-1794.  Benjamin  Hicks; 17y5- 
1796.  Robert  S.  Bostwick,  1797-1798.  Levy  Stoughton;  1799-1802,  Jonathan  Rouse; 
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1808-1809,  Michael  S.  Vandcrcook ;  1810-1812,  Simon  Newcomb,  jr.;  1813-1815,  John 
Stilt;  1816-1818,  William  1'.  II  ask  in;  1819,  Jacob  P.  Yates;  1820,  Nathan  Hostwick; 
1821,  Lodovicus  Viele;  1822,  Hiram  1'.  Hunt;  1823,  Theodore  May;  1824-1829,  John 
B.  Williams;  1830-1833,  Charles  Ranney ;  1834-1835,  Lodovicus  Viele ;  ls:i(i,  Francis 
Benjamin;  1837,  Peter  P..  Abbott;  1838,  Job  Andrew;  1839-1840,  Royal  Abbott, 
jr.;  1841-1840,  David  Norton;  1847,  Jacob  F.  Hall,  1848,  Paul  D.  May';  18-1!)- 185(1, 
Hugh  McChesney;  1851,  William  Boles;  1852,  Royal  Abbott,  jr.;  185:'.,  Jacob  F. 
Hall;  1854,  Smith  1  [erring ion  ;  1855,  De  Witt  C.  Halstcd;  185(1-1857,  Melancthon 
R.  Tyler;  1858-1859,  David  Norton;  1860,  Benjamin  F.  Currier;  1861-1806,  Peter  F. 
Abbott;  1867-1869,  Charles  May;  1870  1871,  Peter  1'..  Abbott;  1872-1876,  William  J. 
Ray;  1877-1878,  Hulbert  B.  Welling;  1879,  William  J.  Ray;  1880-1884,  Isaac  N. 
Wiley;  1885-1892,  William  J.  Ray;  18!):!  ,  John  B.  Cushman.1 

Justices  ok  the  Peace  ok  Pittstown. 

Lodovicus  Viele,  lames  Vales,  Samuel  S.  Hyde,  sworn  in  February  22,  1823; 
James  Mosher,  February  23,  1823;  Stephen  Kldred,  September  30,  1828;  Jonathan 
Reed,  December  19,  1827;  James  Mosher,  December  31,  1827;  James  Vales,  [anuary 
1,  1828;  Abraham  L.  Viele,  December  25,  1828;  James  Yates,  January  1,  1830. 

Elected  at  town  meetings:  1830,  Jonathan  Read;  1831,  William  L.  Brown;  1832,  L. 
A.  Viele;  1833,  Gerardus  How;  1834,  Perry  Warren,  jr.  ;  183,5,  Charles  H.  Barry;  183(1, 
Timothy  Banker;  1837,  Christopher  Snyder;  1838,  Perry  Warren,  jr. ;  1839,  Charles  11. 
Harry;  1840,  Job  Andrew-;  1841,  Jacob  L.  Van  Woert;  1812.  Ferry  Warren,  jr.;  1813,, 
Charles  H.  Barry;  1844,  James  Mosher;  1815,  Jacob  L.  Van  Woert;  1846,  William 
Sturges;  1817,  James  N.  Halsted;  1848,  Job  Andrew;  1849,  Jacob  L.  Van  Woert;  1850, 
Perry  Warren;  1851,  James  N.  Halsted;  1852,  Job  Andrew;  1853,  Justus  H.  Akin,  jr.  , 
185-1,  Royal  Abbott,  jr.;  1855,  Norman  Baker;  185(1,  Nathaniel  Brownell;  1857,  Theo- 
dore C.  Richmond;  1858,  Libbeus  Lamsou,  Christopher  Snyder;  1859,  Charles  II. 
Barry;  I860,  Edward  McChesney;  1861,'  Theodore  C.  Richmond ;  1862,  Royal  Abbott, 
Royal  Abbott  (vacancy) ;  18(13,,  William  Carr ;  1864,  Merritt  Hernngton,  Merritt  Her- 
ringlon  (vacancy);  1S65,  Theodore  C.  Richmond  ;  1866,  Ebenezer  A.  Balch  ;  1S67,  John 
K.  Twogood;  1868,  William  Boynton;  1809,  Theodore  C.  Richmond;  IsTO.  Edward  F. 
Frost;  1871,  |olin  L.  Snyder;  1872,  William  Boynton ;  1873,  Theodore  C.  Richmond, 
Fbcne/cr  A.  Balch  ,  1874,  Albert  E.  Hunter,  EH  Perry ;  1875,  Hiram  File ;  1876,  Charles 
Russell;  1877,  E.  N.  Aiken,  Charles  Terry ;  1878,  Charles  Terry ;  1879,  Harry  Van 
Wert;  1880,  William  Boynton;  1881,  Emm  it  N.  Aiken,  John  Allen  (short  term);  1882, 
John  Allen;  1883,  Hiram  File;  1884,  William  Boynton;  1885,  Theodore  C.  Rich- 
mond; 1880,  John  Allen;  1887,  Hiram  File;  1888,  Gilbert  E.  Chapman;  1889, 
Jonathan  Hoag;  1890,  Albert  Hunter;  1891,  Clarence  E.  Akin;  1892,  William  II. 
Rowland;  1893,  Jonathan  Hoag;  1894,  Albert  Hunter;  1895,  Jay  D.  Van  Will; 
1896,  William  Boynton. 

i  Mr,  Cushinan  has  -rendered  valuable  service  in  Uio  compilation  o£  this  chapter. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 
T<  IWN  OF  BERLIN. 

The  town  of  Berlin  is  located  near  the  centre  of  the  eastern  tier  of 
towns.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  towns  of  Grafton  and  Peters- 
burgh, on  the  east  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  south  by 
Stephentown  and  on  the  west  by  Poestenkill  and  Sand  bake.  It  is  one 
of  the  largest  towns  in  the  county.  The  town  was  erected  March 
1806,  from  Petersburgh,  Schodack  and  Stephentown;  and  fune  19, 
18.12,  a  part  was  taken  off,  on  the  west,  to  form  Sand  Lake. 

The  topography  of  the  town  does  not  differ  greatly  from  those  of  its 
companions  on  the  north  and  south — Petersburgh  and  Stephentown. 
It  consists  principally  of  a  narrow  valley — the  Little  Hoosiek — running 
about  north  and  south,  which  separates  two  ranges  of  high  hills,  parts 
of  which  are  very  precipitous.  As  a  rule  the  ground  is  fertile,  espe- 
cially on  the  lowlands  and  the  gently  sloping  hillsides.  The  principal 
stream  beside  the  Little  Hoosiek  river  is  Kinderhook  creek,  the  former 
flowing  toward  the  north  and  the  latter  in  a  southerly  direction. 

Many  of  the  towns  of  Rensselaer  county  were  quite  thickly  settled, 
particularly  those  on  the  west  and  north,  when  the  wilderness  of  the 
site  of  Berlin  was  first  permanently  settled  by  white  men.  A  number 
of  the  family  of  John  ( leorge  Brimmer, 1  pioneer  settlers  of  1  'etersburgh, 
subsequently  took  up  their  abode  in  Berlin,  and  as  far  as  can  be  learned 
were  its  first  permanent  settlers.  In  1705  Godfrey  Brimmer,  son  of 
John  G.  Brimmer,  journeyed  southward  through  the  valley  of  the  Little 
Hoosiek  as  far  as  the  site  of  Berlin  village,  formerl}  called  North  Ber- 
lin. Finding  the  soil  productive  and  easy  of  cultivation  and  the  loca- 
tion highly  desirable,  he  cleared  a  piece  of  land,  erected  a  log  house 
and  began  life  anew.  In  all  probability  he  was  the  first  white  man  to 
found  a  home  within  the  limits  of  the  town.  If  he  was  not  already  mar- 
ried at  the  time  he  took  a  wife  soon  after,  and  when  the  couple  died  at 

1  See  history  of  the  town  o£  Petersburgh.  Mr.  Sylvester's  account  is  a  condensation  >>f  that 
appearing  in  Hall's  History  of  Berlin, 
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an  old  age  they  left  four  sons — Jacob,  John,  Henry  and  George — and 
two  or  more  daughters. 

Mr.  Brimmer  had  been  located  in  Berlin  only  two  or  three  years 
when  Reuben  Bonesteel  built  a  home  near  him.  Soon  after  Peter 
Simmons  located  about  three  miles  south  of  him,  at  what  is  now  Centre 
Berlin;  and  about  L770  Daniel  Hull,  a  Yankee,  located  on  the  site  of 
Berlin.  Reuben  Bonesteel  is  said  to  have  been  a  Tory  during  the  War 
of  the  Revolution,  sending  all  six  of  his  sons  to  serve  in  the  British 
army.  Three  of  them  subsequently  deserted  from  the  ranks  and  joined 
the  patriot  army,  where  they  served  for  some  time.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  Mr.  Bonesteel  refused  to  recognize  his  three  sons  who  fought 
in  opposition  to  his  wishes.  He  died  in  1793  and  was  buried  on  what 
is  now  the  highway  between  Berlin  and  Petersburgh. 

Colonel  Caleb  Bentley  was  another  early  settler,  his  home  being  a 
little  more  than  a  mile  south  of  the  site  of  the  village  of  Berlin.  He 
had  three  sons — Alexander,  Melancthon  and  Rudolph.  About  the  same 
time  William  O.  Cropsey  settled  in  the  town.  Others  who  came 
soon  after  were  Hezekiah  Hull,  Paul  R  ram  an,  Ebenezer  Crandall,  his 
son,  Thomas  Crandall,  Thomas  Sweet,  lames  Dennison,  Daniel  Den- 
nison,  Abraham  Simmons,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Joseph  Green,  Peleg 
T  horn  as,  Simeon  Himes  ( 1 1  yarns?),  Joshua  Whit  ford,  William  Satterlee, 
Samuel  Sweet,  J.  H.  Wheaton,  John  Bly,  Silas  Jones  and  others. 
Among  other  prominent  residents  about  1805  were  Thomas  Babeock, 
Zephaniah  Clark,  James  Mosher,  Jesse  Saunders,  Phineas  Stewart, 
|ames  Young,  Joshua  Whitford,  Ebenezer  Weeks,  Isaiah  Hall,  Joseph 
King,  Stephen  King,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Samuel  Shaw,  Ebenezer 
Rhodes,  Samuel  Rhodes.  Moses  Hammond,  Gideon  Hall,  Jonathan 
Hakes,  Daniel  Arnold,  John  Aylesworth,  John  Adsit,  David  Burdiek, 
Ebenezer  Bentley,  Benjamin  Bentley,  Eliphalet  Johnson,  Benjamin 
Stiliman,  Augustus  Sheldon,  Arnold  Davis,  David  Davis,  Paul  Maxon, 
Stephen  Maxon,  jr.,  .Samuel  Phelps,  John  Rathbone,  John  Ostrander, 
James  Denison,  John  Green,  Thomas  Green,  James  Green,  Jonathan 
Green,  .Samuel  Green,  Silas  Jones,  Daniel  Gray,  Joseph  Taylor,  Joseph 
Doty,  Jonas  Odell,  James  Main,  John  Westcott  and  David  Kendall. 
These  are  but  a  few  of  the  many  householders  in  the  town  at  that  period. 

Among  the  prominent  later  inhabitants  of  the  town  may  be  men- 
tioned a  few:  Alonzo  G.  Hammond  wasa  son  of  Dr.  Burton  Hammond 
and  practiced  law  in  the  town  for  some  time.  He  subsecpiently  re- 
moved to  Brooklyn,  became  a  lawyer  of  prominence  and  was  elected 
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to  the  State  Legislature.  Rensselaer  Bentley  was  a  son  of  Joshua 
Bentley  and  eventually  became  an  author  and  publisher  of  school  text 
books.  Samuel  N.  Sweet,  who  was  born  in  1805,  became  a  prominent 
lawyer  and  politician,  also  an  editor  and  publisher.  In  1842- he  was 
appointed  professor  of  elocution  in  Auburn  Female  seminary  and  de- 
livered scientific  lectures  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  His  lecture 
tours  were  continued  up  to  his  death  in  L875  and  were  uniformly  suc- 
cessful. Russell  Griswold  was  born  in  1S0S  and  became  a  prominent 
physician  at  Lanesborough,  Mass.,  and  Stamford,  Conn.  William  F. 
Taylor,  who  died  in  1.89(5,  was  a  member  of  the  Slate  Legislature  in 
1875  and  1870.  Other  representative  men  have  been  John  Reeve, 
Horace  C.  GifTord,  Zadoc  T.  Bentley,  Henry  1).  Barron,  George  T. 
Denison,  and  John  Green.  The  town  of  Berlin  has  produced  many 
men  who  have  attained  great  prominence  in  the  various  walks  of  life. 

The  first  tavern  in  Berlin  was  kept  by  Daniel  Hull  and  was  located 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  town  several  years  before  the  Revolution. 
About  1785  or  1780  another  was  established  by  Hezekiah  Hull.  Jonas 
Odell  was  proprietor  of  the  first  tavern  at  the  village  of  Berlin.  In 
1781  one  was  established  in  the  north  part  of  the  town  by  James  Main. 
In  L8O0  the  Niles  hotel  was  erected  by  Dr.  Burton  Hammond  and 
the  Wadsworth  hotel  was  opened  in  1848  or  1844  by  .Sheldon  Morris. 
The  town  has  always  been  liberally  supplied  with  hotels. 

The  earliest  physician  in  Berlin  of  whom  there  is  any  record  was  Dr. 
John  Forbes,  who  located  in  I  775  at  Sweet's  Corners.  About  1800  Dr. 
Job  Tripp  located  at  the  village  of  Berlin,  and  soon  after  the  practice 
of  that  locality  was  shared  by  Dr.  Peter  T.  Olds.  Dr.  Burton  Ham- 
mond, Dr.  Rmerson  Hull  and  Dr.  Henry  Brown  were  in  practice  in  the 
town  a  little  later.  Dr.  | lull  was  one  ot  the  most  successful  practition- 
ers who  ever  made  Berlin  their  home. 

AlonzoG.  Hammond  was  probably  the  first  qualified  lawyer  to  locate 
in  the  town,  opening  an  office  in  Berlin  village  between  1815  and  1820. 
About  the  latter  year  Charles  M.  Davis  began  practice  at  the  same 
place,  and  the  two  subsequently  formed  a  copartnership.  Later  law- 
yers were  Robert  A.  Lottridge  and  Leonard  R.  Saunders. 

Among  the  residents  of  the  town  who  served  with  the  American 
army  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  were  the  Rev.  Justus  Hull,  who  be- 
came captain;  Colonel  Randall  Spencer,  John  Green,  James  Green, 
Oliver  Bates,  Elias  Bentley,  Wells  Kenyon,  William  Sweet,  Charles 
Saunders,  Joshua  Smith,  Samuel  Sweet,  William  Bell,  Bradick  Beck- 
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ham,  Isaiah  Hall,  Samuel  Rhodes,  Thomas  Crandall,  Daniel  Gray,  M. 
Griswohl,  Wait  Stillman,  lames  Shaw,  Thomas  Burdick,  Job  Taylor, 
Silas  Jones,  William  Johnson,  Jabez  Burdick,  Reuben  Ronesteel,  jr., 
Caleb  Bentley,  Daniel  Hull,  William  Sweet,  Simeon  Bonesteel,  Zacheus 
Burdiek,  Moses  Ilendriek,  Paul  Braman,  fob  Wilcox,  Jehial  Stewart, 
Gideon  Simpkins,  Samuel  Hoard  and  Nathan  Beebe.  None  of  those 
who  volunteered  during  the  War  of  1812  were  called  into  active 
service. 

The  full  quotas  of  men  called  for  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion 
were  promptly  Idled  by  the  people  of  Berlin.  Most  of  those  going  to 
the  front  served  in  the  regiments  organized  in  Rensselaer  county,  but 
some  enlisted  elsewhere  Those  who  died  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  were : 

Joel  A.  Greenman,  Alfred  Vars,  J.  B.  Parks,  George  R.  Manchester,  D.  M.  brim- 
mer, Joseph  Reynolds,  George  Coon,  J.  N.  Taylor,  C  harles  Buckbee,  Philip  Bright- 
meyer,  Lewis  Eltaman,  J.  B.  Sweet,  Hiram  Morton,  Thomas  J.  Morton,  ID.  B.  Mull, 
Martin  Thompson,  George  R.  Conner,  M.  M.  Tracy,  W.  II.  II.  (been,  I).  S.  Lam- 
phire,  R.  Northrup,  A.  Northrup,  C.  W.  Jndwin,  J.  Watson,  I).  A.  Nicholas,  Curbs 
Lookey,  Adam  Miser,  William  Welbrant,  E.  b.  (been,  Marcus  Merrill. 

There  are  three  villages  in  Berlin,  each  of  which  bears  the  name  of 
the  town-^— Berlin,  Berlin  Centre  and  South  Berlin. 

Berlin  village  was  formerly  known  as  North  Berlin,  and  is  some- 
times still  called  by  that  name.  It  is  the  most  northerly  of  the  trio  of 
villages,  and  like  the  others  is  located  on  the  Hoosick  river  and  the 
Lebanon  Springs  railroad.  The  first  signs  of  a  concentration  of  set- 
tlers at  that  point  appeared  about  the  year  1800.  Prominent  among 
the  founders  of  the  village  were  Dr.  Burton  [Tammond,  John  Reeve 
and  other  men  who  saw  that  the  site  was  an  admirable  one  Lor  the  vil- 
lage they  planned.  The  location  is  most  picturesque  on  account  of  the 
precipitous  mountains  on  either  side  of  the  verdant  valley  of  the  Little 
Hoosick.  The  Niles  hotel,  erected  in  1800  by  Dr.  Burton  Hammond, 
is  the  oldest  hotel  in  the  village.  The  post-office  was  established  about 
1830  or  1831,  with  Dr.  Ebenezer  Robinson  as  postmaster. 

The  principal  manufactures  in  Berlin  are  the  .shirt  factories  of  G. 
W  MaxOil  and  the  Manhattan  Shirt  company  and  the  laundry  of  W. 
II.  Whyland.  The  factory  of  G.  W.  Maxon  was  established  in  IS91  for 
the  manufacture  ol  shirts.  At  present  in  it  are  employed  sixty  hands 
and  the  output  of  the  establishment  is  about  250  dozen  a  week.  The 
Manhattan  factory  is  a  branch  of  the  house  of  Levi  Weehsler  &  Co.  of 
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Paterson,  N.  J.,  and  is  in  charge  of  Superintendent  M.  N.  Stillman. 
The  business  was  first  started  in  the  village  in  1800  in  a  building  owned 
by  ].  Whelan,  but  the  place  was  found  inadequate  and  the  present 
location  in  River  street  was  secured.  About  eighty  hands  are  em- 
ployed and  about  1)00  dozen  of  shirts  are  made  in  a  week.  The  laundry 
of  W.  H.  VVhyland  employs  about  sixty  hands  and  was  started  in  1X78. 
The  capacity  of  the  establishment  is  about  loo  dozen  a  day.  The 
work  done  consists  chiefly  of  laundering  goods  for  Cluett,  Coon  &  Co. 
of  Troy. 

Little  Hoosick  lodge  No.  578,  I.  O.  O.  P.,  was  organized  April  20, 
1800.  A  meeting  was  held  over  Green's  store  in  the  G.  A  R.  rooms. 
There  were  five  charter  members — f.  Y.  Nichols,  S.  C.  Satterlee, 
Frank  Crandall,  L  S  Green  and  W.  II.  La  Parge.  The  first  officers 
of  the  lodge  were  J.  V.  Nichols,  N.  G.  ;  S.  C.  Satterlee,  V.  (5.;  Prank 
Crandall,  treasurer;  Thomas  Greenman,  warden;  L.  S.  Green,  secre- 
tary; W,  II.  La  Farge,  inside  guard.  The  lodge  has  about  seventy 
members  in  good  standing. 

The  Order  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Rechabites  of  Merlin  was 
organized  by  a  man  named  Cross,  who  came  from  Pittsfield,  Mass. 
The  first  meeting  was  held  June  20,  1889,  and  the  following  officers 
were  elected:  W.  M. ,  E.  J.  Tufts;  W.  Y.  M. ,  Evelina  Satterlee;  W. 
C.,  Charles  Dufee;  1).  C,  Eliza  Vans;  W.  T.,  Cynthia  Baldwin;  W. 
P.  S.,  Iva  Merritt ;  W.  R.  S.,  Grace  Vars;  W.  C,  Nettie  Lamphere; 
W.  A.  S.,  Nettie  Whelan;  W.  1.  G.,  Porter  Lam  ph  ere;  W.  ( ).  G.,  E. 
Reynolds.  This  lodge  existed  until  1891,  when  dissensions  arose  over 
the  payment  of  the  tax  to  the  Grand  lodge  and  it  was  decided  to  become 
an  independent  organisation  under  the  name  ol  the  Home  Templars, 
which  utlcii  still  bears.  The  meeting  tor  the  reorganization  of  the 
order  was  held  November  \N!,  1891,  and  these  officers  were  chosen : 
King,  '1.  T.  Lemon;  Oueen,  Emma  Reynolds;  prophet,  T.  E.  Green- 
man  ;  high  priest,  II.  P.  Brown ;  chancellor,  William  Tubes;  scribe, 
Susie  Meeker;  treasurer,  Etta  barber;  marshal,  Adelbert  Smith;  col- 
lector, Porter  Lamphere;  sentinel,  John  Broderick;  guard,  E.  W. 
Miller. 

The  Berlin  Chess  club  was  formed  by  a  number  of  prominent  young 
residents  of  the  village  lor  a  purpose  which  its  name  implies.  The 
first  meeting  was  held  January  I.--,  1894,  and  the  first  officers  were: 
President,  A.  C.  Niles;  secretary,  W.  II.  Why  land ;  treasurer,  W.  II. 
Meeker.  The  club  has  pleasant  i  piarters,  in  which  is  situated  a  library, 
the  books  of  which  are  free  to  all. 
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Sheldon's  Cornet  band  of  Berlin  is  composed  of  twenty  pieces  and  was 
organized  in  1.888.  The  officers  are  W.  II.  Sheldon,  leader;  G.  I). 
Niles,  manager;  A.  C.  Niles,  treasurer. 

The  Baptist  church  <>!'  Berlin,1  formerly  called  the  Baptist  church  of 
Christ,  was  constituted  December  30,  1783.  Before  that  time  services 
had  been  held,  and  the  first  Baptist  preacher  in  the  town  of  whom 
there  is  any  record  was  the  Rev.  Joseph  Barnes.  Soon  after  his  arrival 
a  log  meeting  house  was  erected  near  the  present  line  of  Berlin  and 
Stephentown,  on  what  is  called  the  west  road.  If  there  was  an}' church 
organization  at  that  time  it  became  extinct.  The  first  members  of  the 
Baptist  church  of  Christ  were  Joseph  Bates,  lilisha  Clark,  Walter 
Rhodes,  Roger  [ones,  Henry  Case,  Eleazer  Arnold,  George  Baily,  Sa- 
rah Baily,  Eunice  Bly,  Mar)'  Rhodes,  Silence  Case,  Lucy  Case,  Mary 
Bates,  Henry  Reynolds,  Sarah  Reynolds  and  Susannah  Case.  The  first 
officers  chosen  were :  Elder,  Justus  Hull;  deacons,  Joseph  Bates,  James 
Green,  lilisha  Berry;  clerks,  Eleazer  Arnold,  Edward  Renbies  and 
Benjamin  Pierce.  At  tins  time  the  church  was  called  the  Little  I  loo- 
sick  church,  afterwards  the  Stephentown  church,  and  still  later  the 
Petersburgh  church.  When  the  town  of  Berlin  was  organized  the 
society  took  the  name  it  still  bears.  In  1708  a  frame  building  was 
erected  for  a  house  of  worship.  In  1830  the  present  editice  was  erected. 
In  1794  a  colony  withdrew  from  this  society  and  organized  a  Baptist 
church  at  Williamstown,  Mass.,  and  in  1.814  another  colony  withdrew 
and  formed  a  church  at  Sand  Lake,  now  East  Poestenkill.  In  1827 
and  1828  the  Baptist  churches  at  Grafton  and  Petersburgh  respectively 
were  organized  by  members  of  the  Berlin  society.  The  first  pastor  of 
the  Berlin  church  was  the  Rev.  Justus  Hull.  Between  is:>ii.md  18311 
a  number  of  members  withdrew  and  instituted  the  Second  Baptist 
church;  but  the  differences  between  the  two  factions  were  subse- 
quently healed  and  the  Second  church  organization  was  dissolved. 

The  Seventh-Day  Baptist  church  of  Berlin  village  probably  ante- 
dates the  Baptist  church  first  referred  to,  but  the  records  arc  not 
quite  clear  on  this  point.  .Some  authorities  say  the  church  was  or- 
ganized September  2-1,  1780;  others  say  the  formal  organization  did 
not  occur  until  1785.  There  is  also  a  question  as  to  who  was  the  first 
pastor.  The  two  pastors  named  for  the  office  by  different  authorities 
are  Elder  Charles  Saunders  ami  Elder  William  Coon.     The  first  meet- 

i  The  material  for  iliis  sketch  was  furnished  by  Mr.  William  J,  Sheldon  of  Berlin,  and  was 
gleaned  From  the  records  of  the  church,  which  have  been  preserved  from  the  beginning. 
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ing-house  was  built  in  1800.  This  was  demolished  by  a  hurricane  in 
August,  1821.  February  8,  18:24,  the  society  was  reorganized  and 
steps  were  taken  for  the  erection  of  a  new  meeting  house.  In  Decem- 
ber, L824,  the  structure  was  completed  and  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Alonzo 
Brown,  was  installed.  Three  years  after,  during  the  pastorate  of 
Elder  Hull,  the  building  was  destroyed  by  lire.  A  new  church  was 
built  in  18:51..  The  early  promoters  of  the  church  were  Charles  Saun- 
ders, Thomas  Crandall,  Edward  Whitford,  Benjamin  Yars,  Robert 
Davis,  John  Green,  Amos  Green  and  George  Maxon. 

The  Christian  church  of  South  Berlin  was  organized  January  %7, 
1830,  and  the  house  of  worship,  a  chapel,  was  erected  the  following 
year.  The  first  regular  supple  in  the  pulpit  was  Elder  John  Spoor, 
and  the  fust  regular  pastor  was  the  Rev.  John  II.  Crum, 

The  Lutheran  church  of  South  Berlin  was  organized  about  1841. 
The  number  of  Lutherans  in  that  section  is  small,  and  the  member- 
ship of  the  church  has  never  been  large. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Berlin  was  erected  on  a  piece  of 
ground  given  by  W.  K.  Taylor  in  November,  187o.  At  that  time  the 
pulpit  was  supplied  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ford,  who  has  since  died  in  the 
west.  Previous  to  that  time  meetings  were  held  Sunday  afternoons  in 
the  church  of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptists.  When  the  church  was  built 
there  were  really  but  three  families  of  Methodists  in  the  village,  the 
families  of  II.  F.  Brown,  John  M.  Potter  and  William  F.  Taylor.  The 
first  pastor  sent  to  this  village  by  the  conference  was  the  Rev.  William 
Appleman.  In  1878  the  Rev.  A.  II.  Eaton  was  designated  as  pastor 
by  the  conference,  and  through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  Tavlor,  who 
gave  .mother  piece  ot  ground,  a  parsonage  was  built.  During  Mr. 
Eaton's  pastorale  the  church  was  rebuilt  and  enlarged.  At  present  it 
has  a  large  and  growing  congregation. 

SuiM'.l<\  ISOkS  or  Bkrlin. 

1800-1810,  John  Reeve;  1811,  E.  Niles;  1812-181:5,  Daniel  Gray;  1814-1810,  John 
Reeve;  1817,  Eliphalet  Niles;  1818,  Daniel  Cray;  1819,  Eel.  Whitford;  1820-1821, 
B.  Hammond;  1822,  John  Reeve;  1823,  William  H.  Murrey;  1824,  L.  Stanton;  1825- 
1829,  B.  Hammond;  1830,  John  Yars;  1881-1882,  B.  Hammond;  1833-183-1,  E.  Rob- 
inson, 1835-1836,  Winter  Green;  1837-1838,  J.  J.  Murrey;  1839-1840,  I).  Babcoek; 
1841-1842,  R.  A.  Lottridge;  1843,  H.  Hull;  1844,  J.  A.  Culver;  1845-1846,  Jonathan 
Denison;  1817,  Thomas  N.  Jones;  1848,  S  S.  Streeter;  1849,  J.  W.  Niles;  1850-1851, 
S.  Greenman;  1852,  J.  B.  Mooney;  1853-1851,  A.  G.  Niles;  1855-1856,  S.  Green; 
1857-1858,  John  Whitford;  L859-1860,  S.  Greenman;  1861-1862,  11.  1).  Hull,  1803, 
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S.  Hewitt;  1864-1865,  H.  D.  Hull;  1M6G-1868,  E.  W.  Green  man;  I860,  W.  R.  Jones; 
1870,  William  A.  Smith;  1871,  W.  R.  Jones;  1872-187:!,  A.  P.  Hull;  1874-187G,  W.  F. 
Taylor;  1877,  W.  R.  Jones;  1878-1882,  Jonathan  Denison;  1883,  William  R.  Jones; 
1884-1885,  Malevin  Cowee;  1886-1890,  Daniel  J.  Hull;  1891-1892,  George  D.  Niles; 
1893,  Russell  H.  Satterlec;  1894-1895,  Daniel  J.  Hull;  189(1  ,  A.  E.  Sands. 

Town  Clerks  of  Berlin. 

1806,  Hezekiah  Hull;  1810,  John  Green;  1812,  Daniel  Gardner;  1814,  John  Green ; 
1820,  Stephen  J.  Brown;  1824,  A.  G.  Hammond;  1825,  Joel  Mallary;  1831,  John 
Reeve;  1835,  Charles  F.  Mallary;  1838,  Thomas  T.Gray:  1839,  Squire  L.  Allen; 
18.11,  s.  S.  Streeter;  18.1-1,  Join,  Whit  ford ;  1810,  Samuel  S.  Streeter;  1847,  Horace 
P.  Jones;  1818,  Job  T.  Wilcox;  18.11),  Albert  G.  Hall;  1851,  Job  T.  Wilcox;  1852, 
Jacob  K.  Simmons;  185'!,  E.  R.  Green;  1856,  Horace  C  Griffin;  1857,  William  F. 
Taylor;  1859,  Job  T.  Wilcox;  180(1,  Albert  1'.  Hull;  1861,  Charles  H.  Taylor;  1867, 
N.  J.  Nichols;  1868,  J.  Bryan  Whitford;  1869,  Harvey  W.  Saunders;  1870,  Halsey  B. 
Green,  1871,  Alon/.o  E.  Hull;  1872,  A  Inn  son  1'-.  Niles;  187;!,  Halsey  B.  Green;  1875, 
Harvey  S.  Denison,  J.  B.  Whitford;  1877,  Thomas  li.  Greenman;  187'J  to  1881,  Isaac 
J.  Gilford;  1882,  Harris  G.  Hull,  1883-1884,  J.  Valancourt  Nichols;  1885,  A.  E. 
Sands;  1880-1887,  L.  Sheldon  Green;  1888,  John  II.  Satterlee ;  1889,  L.  Sheldon 
Green;  1800,  W.  II.  Sheldon  ;  1891,  W.  H.  Lewis;  1892,  L.  Sheldon  Green;  1893,  J. 
Valancourt  Nichols;  1801-1805,  Marshal  J.  Eldred;  1800,  William  II.  Meeker. 

Justices  of  the  Peace  <>r  Berlin. 

1846,  Rufus  R.  Allen;  18  17,  Schuyler  Green;  1S48,  Harry  B.  Hewitt;  1850,  Rnfus 
R.  Allen;  1851,  Schuyler  Green;  1852,  Henry  Hewitt;  1853,  Henry  li.  Denison;  185-1, 
R.  R.  Allen;  1850,  Harry  Hill;  1857,  Henry .E.  Denison;  1850,  Henry  Hewitt  ;  1860, 
L.  R.  Saunders,  Schuyler  Green ;  1861,  A  lan  son  N.  Green;  1802,  Alansou  G.  Niles; 
1807,  Philander  Woodward  ;  1800,  A  lan  son  G.  Niles;  1870,  William  F.  Taylor,  Daniel 
J.  Hull;  1871,  Joseph  D.  Wells;  1872,  William  A.  Smith;  187:'.,  William  J.  Sheldon, 
jr.;  1871  Ana  G.  Harris;  1875,  George  Soring;  18T0,  libenezer  J.  Mattison,  J.  1'.. 
Whitford;  1  8  7  7,  William  J.Sheldon;  1878,  Horace  1'.  Jones;  1879,  Ebenezer  J.  Matti- 
son, 1880,  J.  l'>.  Whitford  and  A.  G.  Niles,  1881,  W.  J.  Sheldon;  1882,  Halsey  B. 
Green  and  Frank  S.  Jones;  1883,  Albert  P.  Hull;  1881,  Halbert  II.  Jones  and  John 
Feathers;  1885,  U.  J.  Nichols;  1886,  II.  E.  Denison;  1887,  11.  J.  Brown;  188s,  II.  H. 
Jones;  1888,  George  1'..  Niles;  1890,  Halsey  P..  Green;  1801,  Isaac  J.  Gilford;  1802, 
Halbert  II.  Jones;  18011,  F,  II.  .Munson;  189-1,  II.  P..  Green;  1885,  Isaac  J.  Gilford; 
1800,  11.  II.  Jones. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 
TOWN  OF  STEPHENTOWN. 

Stephentown  was  formed  from  Rensselaerwyck  March  29,  178+,  and 
named  in  honor  of  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer.  In  I7!)l  the  town  of 
Petersburgh  was  taken  off,  and  in  L806  the  size  of  the  town  was  still 
further  decreased  by  taking  off  parts  of  Nassau  and  Berlin.  The  town 
is  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  county.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north 
by  Merlin,  on  the  east  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  south  by 
Columbia  county  and  on  the  west  by  Nassau.  In  shape  it  is  an  equi- 
lateral quadrangle. 

The  town  is  one  of  the  most  picturesque  in  the  county  or  within  a 
radius  of  many  miles,  rivaling  the  famed  Berkshire  hills  of  Massachu- 
setts. Hills,  many  of  them  rocky  and  precipitous,  abound  everywhere. 
The  Taghkanic  mountains  trayerse  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  and  the 
Petersburgh  mountains  the  western  part,  both  extending  in  a  northerly 
and  southerly  direction.  Through  the  narrow  and  deepyalley  between 
them  the  Black  and  Kinderhook  creeks  How  toward  the  south.  There 
is  very  little  leyel  or  lowland  in  the  town,  and  some  of  the  highest 
mountain  peaks  are  nearly  2,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  A 
very  large  proportion  of  the  town  is  covered  by  forests,  and  many  of  the 
hills  arc  surmounted  by  hare  rocks.  The  most  mountainous  sections 
are  lull  of  interest  lo  the  geologist,  quartz,  sandstone,  limestone,  slate, 
shale  and  other  forms  of  stone  being  abundant.  The  entire  district  is 
wild  and  rugged,  an  ideal  resort  for  a  lover  of  the  grander  forms  of 
nature.  In  the  Taghkanic  range  the  highest  peaks  are  Round  moun- 
tain, Butternut  hill  and  Whitney  hill ;  in  the  Petersburgh  range  they 
are  Webster  mountain  and  Brockway  hill.  The  soil  generally  is  best 
adapted  to  grazing,  though  in  some  parts  of  the  valley  it  is  moderately 
fertile. 

The  earliest  settlements  in  Stephentown  were  made  in  the  same  year 
in  which  Berlin  was  first  settled — 1765 — but  the  pioneers  entered  the 
precincts  of  what  is  now  known  as  Stephentown  from  an  entirely  dif 
ferent  direction.    Godfrey  Brimmer,  the  pioneer  of  Berlin,  came  up 
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the  Little  Hoosick  valley  from  the  north  and  located  in  the  northern 
part  of  Berlin.  The  pioneers  of  Stephentown  were  from  New  England, 
mainly  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  and  entered  the  town  from  the 
southeast,  locating  upon  the  high  hills  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
town. 

It  seems  to  have  been  settled  that  the  earliest  inhabitants  of  Stephen- 
town  came,  not  as  individuals  or  as  single  families,  but  in  small  col- 
onies of  a  dozen  or  a  score  each,  following  some  explorer  who  went 
ahead  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  new  country  and  the  most  ad- 
vantageous site  for  the  establishment  of  a  colony.  Asa  Douglas  and 
William  Douglas  were  very  early  inhabitants,  possibly  the  very  first; 
though  descendants  of  Klnathan  Sweet,  Benjamin  Gardner,  Joseph 
Rogers  and  others  claim  this  honor  for  the  families  of  the  latter.  Asa 
Douglas  came  from  Plainfield,  Conn.,  and  took  up  a  large  tract  of  land 
in  the  extreme  southeastern  portion  of  the  town.  His  son  William 
came  with  his  family  about  the  same  dine  and  became  a  prominent 
settler.  The  other  children  were  Benjamin,  Eli,  Amos,  Abiah,  Dei- 
damia  and  Hannah.  The  family  became  very  numerous  and  prominent 
in  the  town.  Klnathan  Sweet  located  very  early  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  town.  About  the  same  time  Nathaniel  Rose,  Edward  Carr, 
Caleb  Carr,  Jonathan  Howard  and  Joseph  Rogers  located  in  the  same 
neighborhood.  Alexander  Brown  came  from  Connecticut  when  a  boy, 
about  177-1,  and  located  five  or  six  miles  west  of  the  original  settle- 
ments. His  sons — Alexander  S.,  Hiram  W.,  Samuel  ].,  George  C, 
Morgan  L.,  Frederick  II.  and  Roswell  1). — all  settled  in  the  town. 
Among  other  early  inhabitants  were  Adam  Brown,  who  came  from 
Stoningtotl,  Conn.,  and  raised  a  large  family,  which  became  pi'om- 
inonl  in  the  town;  Major  Daniel  Brown,  Ephrahn  Pierce,  Beriah  Ilol- 
comb,  Dr.  Calvin  Pardee,  Dr.  Joshua  Griggs,  Henry  Piatt,  lames 
Adams,  General  Hosea  Moffitt,  who  represented  his  district  in  Congress 
from  18113  to  1817;  James  Sweet,  Justus  Brockway,  whose  sons  George 
and  Samuel  located  in  town;  Ezekiel  Parks,  Daniel  Parks,  John  Dixon, 
William  Kittle,  John  Babcock,  Isaac  Finch,  Kebbeus  Brockway,  Jacob 
Green,  David  Gould,  Captain  Benjamin  Sackett,  Jesse  Bennett,  Nathan 
Jones,  Nathaniel  Spring,  Jeremiah  [oils,  Nathan  Williams,  John 
[Iorton,  Jonathan  Niles,  Nathaniel  Rose,  George  Arnold,  .Stephen 
Arnold,  John  Wylie,  Talman  Chase,  Benjamin  Herrington,  lames 
Jones,  Dr.  Nicholas  Harris,  Langford  Green,  Jonathan  Howard,  Abijah 
Bass,  Joshua  Palmer,  Silas  Babcock,  John  Curtis,  Jacob  Green,  Isaac 
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Humphrey,  Eli  Young,  John  Coleman,  Elihu  Adams,  Shubael  Adams, 
Marcus  Dimond,  Daniel  Rowe,  John  W.  Schermerhorn,  Timothy  Mat- 
tison,  Gideon  Brayton,  Ezekiel  Huntington. 

An  old  record  of  the  survey  of  the  township  of  Stephentown  con- 
tains some  interesting  facts  regarding  the  earliest  known  work  of  this 
kind  performed  in  accordance  witli  the  law.1  After  citing  the  act 
authorizing  the  survey,  the  minutes  of  the  various  meetings  of  the 
commissioners  read  as  follows: 

Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  at  Steventown, 2  Daniel  Hull,  Daniel  Dennison 
&  Sam1  Sherman. 

January  'Jth  1775.  —  Benjamin  Sheldon,  Renj"1  Gardener  and  Ja/.eb:i  Spencer,  ad- 
vertised in  John  Holts  and  Hugh  Gaines  News  Papers,  the  Undivided  lands  to  be 
Divided  by  Commissioners  to  meet  on  Wednesday  the  12th  day  of  April  at  the  house 
of  Othneil  Gardener  at  Little  ITosiek. 

April  19th,  1775.  —The  Commissioners  in  the  same  papers  their  appointment  and 
to  meet  at  Jazeb  Spencers  on  the  2Sth  July  to  Proceed  on  the  said  Partition. 

July  25,  1775. — The  Commissioners  Meet  agreeable  to  their  Advertisement  and 
adjourned  to  Monday  the  lGtli  October  to  Meet  at  the  House  of  Jabez  Spencers. 

PuOl'RIK'I  OKS. 

I  Benjamin  Sheldon  No.  IS. 
lames  Gray  - 

I  Caleb  Carr.  No.  :17. 

i  Howard.  No.  -IS. 

Samuel  Brown  .  ■ 

(  Jonathan  Niles.  No.  38. 

|anies  Cray,  Jun. 

(  Joseph  Rogers.         No.  13. 

David  Pixly  -  ' 

/  Joseph  Carpenter.      No.  11. 

i  la/eb  Spencer.         No  If- 

Ren"1  Wilhinl. ... 

I 

| allied  Woodbridge. 
Nathan  Ball. 
Joseph  Willard, 
Josiah  Ball. 
Elijah  Wilson. 
I 'hineas  Whitney 
Abel  Rowe. 
Klix  Pixly. 
ICbene/.er  Noble. 


1  This  record  is  now  (lie  property  of  Jonathan  Denison,  esq.,  of  Herlin. 

2  The  name  of  the  town  is  spelled  Stephentown,  Steventown,  Stephen  Town,  anil  Sluven 
Town  in  various  early  records, 

s  Should  he  Jabey.. 
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Henj.  Gardner. 


No.  31. 


Amos  Heard 


—  Paterson. 


Jonth"  Walker 
1  )an'  Hubbard 
1  >avid  Noble. 
Will"'  Wright. 
Sam1  Wilson. 


The  Commissioners  Meet  according  to  adjournment  and  chose  Wm.  Cockburn  o£ 
Kingston  in  the  County  of  Ulster  for  their  surveyor,  who  was  sworn  accordingly 
Truely  <!v  Impartially  to  Perform  the  Several  Surveys,  Required  by  the  Commission- 
ers in  the  1  >ivisiou  of  Stephen  town,—  They  thier  chose  John  Fox,  Jim  &  John  Philips 
their  chain  Hearers,  who  was  likewise  Sworn  to  Perform  that  Service,  According  to 
the  Hest  of  their  Skdl  &  Judgement,  and  to  Render  a  just  account  of  the  length  of 
every  line  chained  by  them  to  Wm.  Cockburn  the  Surveyor.  They  also  chose  John 
Cox  for  their  dark. 

Tuesday  the  17th  October  1775. — Went  with  Hen  j'"  Sheldon  to  the  South  West  cor- 
nel' of  the  town  a  Birch  Tree  Place  of  Beginning  ol  the  Township  and  Traced  the 
South  bounds  from  thence  along  a  line  of  Marked  Trees,  to  a  Basswood  Stump  & 
stones,  the  Reputed  Corner  of  Steventown  formerly  marked  for  the  S.  15.  Coi  ner  of 
the  Township.    Lodged  at  Henj'"  Sheldons. 

Wednesday  18th  October  1775, — Began  at  the  Basswood  Corner  and  Run  the  Past 
bounds  of  the  Township,  a  Birch  Corner  to  the  Westward  of  Messengersline,  Then 
Run  the  North  bounds  to  the  Road.    Podged  at  Benj"1  Gardeners. 

Thursday  19th  October. — Continued  the  North  bounds  across  Benj"1  Gardeners 
lot,  Rainy  Weather.     Lodged  at  Gardeners. 

Friday  20th  October,  —  Rainy  Weather  still.  Continuing,  adjourned  till  Monday 
the  'Jod,  to  Moot  at  Gardeners,  at  S  oeloek  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday  "i'M  October.  The  Commissioners  Meet  According  to  Adjournment  and 
Proceeded  on  the  North  bounds  oi  the  Township  Marked  a  large  Beech,  the  N.  W. 
Corner  of  the' Township,  Then  Run  the  West  bounds  a  Mile  &  a  yuarter.  Lodged 
at  Isaac  Tapplins. 

Tuesday  iMth  October.  —  Proceeded  on  the  West  bounds  and  Run  Six  chains  to  the 
Weslw1  of  the  Birch  Corner,  Then  Run  &  marked  the  True  line  back  from  the  Birch 
along  the  West  bounds  to  Schermerhorns  Road.  The  Commissioners  went  to  Hills, 
the  Surveyor  &  chainmeii  to  Spencers. 

Wednesday  L'5111  October. — Continued  the  line  to  the  N.  \V.  Corner.  Lodged  at 
Ben  Gardeners. 

Thursday  26th  October.— Surveyed  Round  No.  39  (to  Witt)  that  part  which  lies 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Town  also  the  Common  lauds  that  lies  in  the  N.  E.  Corner 
also  that  that  part  of  Lot  No.  lil  that  lies  within  the  Town,  &  then  Traced  along  the 
Westerly  bounds  of  the  Home  lots  to  the  N.  10.  Corner  of  Lot  17.  Went  to  Henj1" 
Sheldens  \  Lodged. 


1  )ayid  Pixly,  Jun. 


Steventown,  Monday,  Kith  October;  1775. 
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Friday  27th  October. — Continued  along  the  bounds  of  the  Home  lots  to  the  South 
bounds.  Went  to  Jazeb  Spencers,  P.  M.  the  Surveyor  employed  in  Protracting  & 
casting  up  the  Quantity  of  the  home  lots.    Lodged  at  J.  Spencers. 

Saturday  '28th  October. — Rainy  Weather,  the  Commissioners  adjourned  till  Mon- 
day 30th,  Then  to  Meet  at  Ja/.eb  Spencers  at  12  o'clock. 

Monday  October  30th. — The  Commissioners  Meet  According  to  Adjournment,  & 
Surveyed  the  length  &  Breadth  of  No.  34  a  Pitched  lot,  at  Ja/.eb  Spencers. 

Tuesday  :11st  October. — Surveyed  the  length  &  Breadth  of  No.  152  &  No.  :i.">,  and 
their  Distance  and  Situation  to  the  home  lots.  —  P.  M.  Measured  the  South  bounds 
at  No.  :s:S,  &  the  Breadth  of  No.  4»,    Lodged  at  Deacon  Roger's. 

Wednesday  1st  Nov1. — Run  the  South  bounds  of  No.  .57.  The  Commissioners  ad- 
journed till  the  3d  Tuesday  in  April  next  to  Meet  at  the  house  of  Ben.  Gardeners  at 
10  oclock  iu  the  forenoon. 

They  agreed  to  Meet  the  Surveyor  in  Albany  the  last  Wednesday  in  January  at  8 
oclock  in  the  forenoon  at  Rich  Cartwright's  in  Albany. 

The  entries  following  are  of  little  importance.     The  last  one  reads: 

October  :!,  1780. — The  Commissioners  met  again  but  the  Surveyor  Not  Coming  By 
reason  of  the  War  they  further  adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday  in  October  Next  then 
to  Meet  at  the  house  of  Dan1  Denison. 

One  of  the  earliest  taverns  in  Stephentown  was  the  one  located  at 
North  Stephentown  and  kept  by  Rowland  Hall.  Later  proprietors  of 
the  same  inn  were  Lawrence  Van  Valkenburgh  and  Erastus  Brown. 
Ichabotl  Croffut  and  Aimer  Bull  were  proprietors  of  other  early  tav- 
erns, that  of  the  latter  being  located  at  Stephentown  village.  In  the 
western  part  of  the  town  Richard  Spencer  established  an  early  inn, 
and  later  one  was  kept  by  Daniel  Allen.  Caleb  Carr  was  an  early  inn- 
keeper at  Stephentown  Center.  Other  early  proprietors  were  Joseph 
Gardner  and  Benjamin  Carpenter.  The  first  store  in  the  town  of 
which  there  is  any  positive  knowledge  was  kept  by  |oseph  Westcott  at 
North  Stephentown  as  early  as  177S. 

As  nearly  as  can  be  learned,  the  first  physician  to  open  an  office  in 
.Stephentown  was  l)r.  Baker,  who  located  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
the  town  soon  after  the  close  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  perhaps  as 
earl)-  as  LIS?  or  1.78-8.  Soon  after  Dr.  Nicholas  Harris  began  prac- 
ticing at  a  point  about  five  miles  north  of  Dr.  Laker's  office.  Moth  en- 
joyed an  extensive  practice,  not  only  in  Stephentown,  but  in  other 
towns  in  Rensselaer  county  and  in  Massachusetts.  Ten  or  twelve 
years  later  Dr.  Calvin  Pardee  and  Dr.  Brighton  located  in  town.  Dr. 
Pardee  came  direct  from  Lebanon  Springs,  Columbia  count)',  and 
originally  from  Connecticut.  II is  home  in  Stephentown  was  at  the 
point  called  Presbyterian  Hill.     Dr.  Joshua  Griggs  was  another  early 
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physician,  and  had  an  office  at  "the  Hats."  Dr.  Cuyler  Tanner  came 
to  Stephentown  village  about  1S2X.  Dr.  Philander  H.  Thomas  was 
also  a  successful  practitioner  later  on  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town. 
Among  later  practitioners  were  Dr.  Beriah  Douglas,  Dr.  P.  A.  Carpen- 
ter, Dr.  George  H.  Dickinson,  Dr.  G.  F.  Dickinson,  Dr.  Charles  X. 
Reynolds. 

Stephentown  has  an  abundance  of  water-power,  which  formerly 
operated  numerous  industries.  In  late  years,  however,  most  of  these 
have  been  abandoned  and  the  manufacturing  industries  are  small  and 
few,  the  inhabitants  being  engaged  principally  in  agriculture  and  stock- 
raising.  One  of  the  first  grist  mills  in  the  town  was  located  in  what 
was  known  as  "Goodrich  Hollow,"  on  the  branch  of  the  Kinderhook 
creek,  where  about  the  earliest  settlements  were  made.  About  I  soft 
a  foundry  and  grist  mill  was  built  by  William  Landon  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  town.  At  "the  flats"  a  carding  mill  was  located 
at  an  early  day  by  Cherevoy  &  Perry.  Vounglove's  grist  mill  and 
saw  mill,  Humphrey  &  Perry's  carding  mill  and  Samuel  Udell's  card- 
ing mill  and  cloth-dressing  works  were  located  in  the  same  vicinity 
not  long  afterward.  About  l>S3fS  a  satinet  mill  was  located  on  Kinder- 
hook  creek  by  Adams  &  Chapman,  and  a  flannel  factory  was  conducted 
further  down  the  stream  by  George  W.  Glass.  These  enterprises  have 
been  extinct  many  years. 

By  the  general  law  dividing  all  the  counties  of  the  State  into  towns, 
passed  April  ?,  1801,  the  bounds  of  the  town  of  Stephentown  were  de- 
scribed as  follows: 

Easterly  by  the  cast  l>ounds  of  this  State,  southerly  by  the  county  of  Columbia, 
westerly  bySehiHlark  and  by  the  line  aforesaid  forming  the  east  hounds  of  the  saiil 
town  of  Schodavk,  and  northerly  by  a  line  drawn  east  and  west  from  the  south 
bounds  of  the  farm  now  or  late  of  I'eter  Seaman  to  the  east  line  of  Abel  Lewis's 
farm  and  extending  thence  along  the  summit  of  a  certain  mountain  in  the  north  part 
of  Stephen  town,  and  the  range  of  that  summit  continued  easterly  to  the  east  bound- 
ary  of  this  Slate. 

The  Stephentown  turnpike  corporation  was  estaolished  by  act  of  the 
Legislature  April  3,  ISO!,  when  John  W.  Schermerhorn,  Abijah  Hush, 
Henry  Piatt  and  William  Douglas  were  named  as  incorporators.  The 
route  of  the  road  was  "from  the  dwelling  house  of  Henry  Piatt,  in  the 
town  of  Stephen  town  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer  in  the  nearest  and 
most  direct  route  as  far  as  circumstances  will  admit,  till  it  intersects 
the  Rensselaer  and  Columbia  turnpike  road  at  the  dwelling  house  of 
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John  W.  Schennerhorn  or  between  that  house  and  the  one  of  Abijah 
Rush."  William  Douglas,  fohn  W.  Schermerhorn  and  Henry  Piatt 
were  named  as  commissioners  to  superintend  the  work  of  construction. 
The  capital  stock  of  the  company  was  $8,000,  divided  into  800  shares 
of  ten  dollars  each.  Tt  was  directed  that  the  road  should  be  four  rods 
wide,  "twenty-four  feet  of  which  shall  he  bedded  with  wood,  stone, 
gravel,  or  any  other  hard  substance  compacted  together  a  sufficient 
depth,  to  secure  a  solid  foundation  to  the  same;  and  the  said  road  shall 
be  faced  with  gravel  or  other  hard  substance,  in  such  manner  as  to 
secure,  as  near  as  the  materials  will  admit,  an  even  surface,  rising  to- 
wards the  middle,  by  a  gradual  arch."  The  rates  of  toll  were  specified 
in  the  act.  Other  turnpikes  were  the  Western  Union  turnpike,  passing 
through  the  town  from  Schodack  Landing  to  Hancock,  Mass.,  and  the 
Eastern  Union  turnpike,  which  extended  from  Hancock,  Mass.,  to  Al- 
bany, by  way  of  Sand  Lake  village.  Road  building  and  improvement 
began  at  an  early  day,  but  on  account  of  the  hilly  and  rocky  nature  of 
the  town  the  efforts  of  the  friends  of  good  roads  necessarily  have  been 
limited. 

The  civil  proceedings  of  the  town  were  not  recorded  in  a  very  satis- 
factory way  in  its  early  days.  Local  legislation  which  may  have  been 
quite  important  to  the  early  inhabitants  is  referred  to  in  the  minutes 
of  the  proceeding's  of  the  town  boards  in  the  briefest  and  most  indefi- 
nite way.  The  early  settlers  evidently  suffered  from  the  depredations 
of  wolves,  for  April  (i,  1S0\>,  there  is  an  entry  in  the  recordsof  the  town 
showing  that  the  authorities  that  day  offered  a  bounty  of  fifteen  dollars 
for  the  head  of  a  full-grown  wolf  and  half  that  amount  for  the  head  of 
a  young  wolf. 

The  first  legislative  enactment  that  we  can  find  providing  for  the 
establishment  of  a  common  school  district  is  in  the  law  passed  March 
"2:2,  1799,  which  provided  that  "the  freeholders  residing  on  that  part 
of  Stephentown  known  by  the  name  of  The  Twelve  Thousand  Acres, 
are  hereby  constituted  and  declared  to  be  one  both,'  corporate  and  poli- 
tic, in  fact  and  in  name,  by  the  name  of  'The  Trustees  of  Schools  in 
Stephentown.'  "  The  amount  of  property  to  be  held  by  this  corpora- 
tion was  restricted  to  $3,000.  The  law  was  passed  upon  the  represent- 
ation to  the  Legislature  "  that  there  is  a  certain  fund  given  the  inter- 
est of  which  is  to  be  appropriated  for  the  encouragement  of  schools  "  at 
The  Twelve  Thousand  Acres.    The  first  trustees  of  the  school  district 
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were,  as  named  in  the  law,  Hosea  Moffat,1  David  Gould  and  Jonathan 
Niles. 

One  of  the  first  school  houses  of  which  there  is  any  record  was  located 
on  Presbyterian  hill,  and  one  of  its  earliest  teachers  was  a  man  named 
Frazer.  Schools  existed  in  the  Carpenter  district  and  in  the  Brown 
district  early  in  the  history  of  Stephentown.  For  many  years  the  Rev. 
Eber  M.  Rollo  was  the  principal  of  the  school  established  on  "the 
flats"  as  early  as  1.830. 

The  records  of  Stephentown  fail  to  state  how  many  men  living  in  the 
town  served  in  the  American  army  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution, 
or  what  their  names  were.  While  the  list  probably  can  never  be  com- 
pleted, among  the  names  of  the  patriots  which  have  been  preserved 
are  Captain  William  Douglas,  Captain  Israel  Piatt,  Major  Daniel  Brown, 
Nathan  Williams,  John  Horton,  Abel  Tanner  ami  Justus  Brockway. 
Colonel  Caleb  Carr  commanded  a  regiment  during  the  War  of  1812, 
and  among  the  men  of  Stephentown  w  ho  joined  it  or  served  elsewhere 
in  that  war  were  Captain  Leonard  Ross,  John  Cranston,  William  B. 
Douglas,  Eleazer  Morton,  Ichabod  Morton,  Peleg  Kittle,  Warren  Swan 
and  Samuel  Babcock. 

Stephentown  was  not  outdone  by  any  other  town  in  the  count)' 
when  the  government  called  for  troops  to  put  down  the  rebellion  of 
1801-1865.  September  11,  1862,  a  special  town  meeting  voted  a  large 
appropriation  for  the  pay  of  volunteers,  and  additional  money  was 
raised  from  time  to  time  as  occasion  demanded.  Of  the  seventy-seven 
soldiers  who  represented  the  town  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  the 
majority  served  in  the  Rensselaer  county  regiments.  Those  who  died 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  were: 

lCbene/er  Kittle,  [ohn  \V,  Blake,  Aimer  Williams,  Daniel  Waters,  John  Gibson, 
Charles  S.  Daniels,  Albert  15.  Ilinkley",  Charles  V.  Chapel,  William  B.  Andrews,  J. 
1  >e  Witt  Coleman,  Horace  D.  Woodward,  Amos  J.  Daboll,  George  Coutan,  Justus 
Whitman,  Jonas  Sykes,  I'eter  Berry,  George  Dimond,  Zopher  Wheeler  and  Elizur 
G.  Cbase. 

Every  village  or  hamlet  in  the  town  of  Stephentown  bears  its  name. 
The  principal  village  is  Stephentown,  which  is  located  southeast  of  the 
centre  of  the  town  on  Kinderhook  creek  and  the  Lebanon  Springs  rail- 
road. The  post-office  here  was  established  in  I  SO  I  and  is  the  oldest  in 
the  town.     The  first  postmaster  was  Nathan  Howard. 

i  Sometimes  also  spelled  MoOil  and  MolliU, 

f>:i 
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The  residents  of  Stephentown  village,  as  well  as  those  of  the  entire 
town,  are  engaged  chiefly  in  farming.  About  1 S 7' ' seven  manufactur- 
ing establishments  existed  in  the  village,  but  depression  in  business 
caused  a  suspension  of  operations.  The  flood  which  visited  tin's  section 
in  August,  LS!)0,  did  but  little  damage  as  compared  with  that  of  the 
adjacent  towns.  Roads  were  torn  out  and  some  farm  land  damaged. 
The  educational  department  of  the  town  consists  <>f  a  district  school, 
which  is  not  graded,  and  has  an  attendance  of  about  sixty-live  during 
the  year.  The  meetings  of  the  town  board  are  held  in  Mt.  Whitney 
school  house. 

Mount  Whitney  lodge,  I.  O.  O.  1\,  of  Stephentown  was  instituted 
September  20,  1892.  The  first  officers  were:  N.  G,  A.  Currier;  V.  G., 
A.  B.  Clifford;  secretary,  E.  G.  Eldridge;  treasurer,  C.  A.  Chaloner. 

Stephentown  Centre,  formerly  sometimes  called  Mechanicville,  is  a 
small  hamlet  located  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  in  1871  a  post-office 
was  established  at  that  point  with  Ezra  Chase  as  postmaster.  The 
principal  industry  of  the  hamlet  is  farming,  though  there  are  several 
small  manufacturing  industries  employing  a  small  portion  of  the  pop- 
ulation. 

North  Stephentown,  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  town,  is  a  little 
hamlet.  The  post-office  there  was  established  in  1823,  with  Lawrence 
Van  Yalkenburgh  as  the  first  postmaster. 

Stephentown  Plats,  on  Kinderhook  creek,  about  a  mile  southwest  of 
Stephentown  village,  once  sustained  several  small  mills  and  factories, 
but  these  for  the  most  part  were  abandoned  many  years  ago.  When  the 
place  was  first  settled  it  was  believed  that  its  location  would  insure  its 
prosperity,  but  al  ter  a  few  \  cars  its  population  began  to  decrease. 

West  Stephentown,  in  the  northwest  corner  ol  the  town,  is  also  a 
small  settlement.  It  has  a  post-office,  established  many  years  ago. 
To-day  it  is  principally  a  farming  community. 

South  Stephentown  is  a  small  settlement  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
town  which  formerly  supported  several  industries.  In  recent  years  it 
has  ceased  to  be  a  place  of  much  importance, 

The  oldest  church  in  Stephentown  appears  to  be  the  Free  Baptist 
church,  which  was  organized  September  L3,  1783,  as  the  "Free  or 
Open  Communion  Baptist  Church  of  Stephentown,"  by  Elder  Cran- 
dall  and  others.  For  nearly  half  a  century  the  society  had  no  regular 
place  of  worship,  meeting  at  various  places,  generally  at  Black  River 
district  school  house     In  L828,  at  a  cost  of  $800,  the  house  of  worship 
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known  for  many  years  as  tlie  old  Black  River  meeting"  house  was  con- 
structed. About  1858  this  was  removed  to  its  more  convenient  loca- 
tion, enlarged  and  remodeled.  It  was  not  until  1875  that  the  societv 
was  incorporated  by  law.  The  first  regular  pastor  of  whom  there  is 
any  record  was  Elder  Benajah  Corpe,  who  served  from  1785  to  1797. 

The  Presbyterian  church  at  Stephentown  Flats  was  in  existence  in 
1703,  and  perhaps  before  that  year.  The  elders  in  that  year  were 
William  Boardman  and  facob  Wylie.  The  first  regular  pastor  was  the 
Rev.  Aaron  fordan  Boage,  who  served  from  1,800  to  1.809,  though  the 
pulpit  had  been  supplied  since  1794,  the  first  stated  supply  being  fohn 
Warford.  The  first  house  of  worship  was  erected  in  1.794  ami  stood  on 
"Presbyterian  hill,"  so  named  from  the  church.  In  1830  it  was  taken 
down  ami  a  new  church  built.  The  second  building  was  burned  on 
Christmas  day,  1808,  and  a  new  one  erected  at  once. 

A  second  Free  Communion  Baptist  church  was  organized  March  20, 
1793,  ten  years  after  the  first  of  that  denomination,  at  "  Little  Hoosiek 
hollow,"  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town.  The  only  pastor  the  church 
ever  had  was  an  uneducated  man  named  Nicholas  Xorthrup,  who  was 
ordained  as  the  "watchman  "  of  the  little  flock.  Soon  after  his  death, 
which  occurred  about  1830,  the  church  became  extinct. 

Another  old  Baptist  church  once  existed  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
town,  the  log  meetinghouse  beinglocated  on  the  line  between  Stephen- 
town  and  Berlin.  The  Rev.  Joseph  Barnes  was  its  pastor.'  Soon  after 
the  close  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution  the  society  became  extinct,  its 
members  joining  a  Berlin  church. 

A  Christian  church,  which  had  a  house  of  worship  near  Stephen- 
town,  was  organized  about  ISlOby  Elder  John  Spoor.  After  an  exist- 
ence of  about  twenty  years  the  meetings  were  abandoned  and  the 
society  ceased  to  exist. 

The  earliest  record  of  the  First  Baptist  church  of  Stephentown  bears 
date  of  March  25,  L795, which  is  believed  to  have  been  the  date  of  or- 
ganization. The  first  pastor  of  the  church  was  Elder  Robert  Niles. 
The  first  meeting  house  was  built  soon  after  the  society  was  founded. 
The  society  was  incorporated  November  24,  1825,  as  the  First  Baptist 
Church  and  Society  of  Stephentown. 

The  Free-Will  Baptist  church  at  West  Stephentown  began  its  ex- 
istence November  11,  1829,  with  the  Rev.  A.  II.  Miller  as  pastor.  The 

i  Sec  history  of  ihe  Baptist  clnu-eli  oj  Rei'lin  prepared  from  rtatsi  furnished  by  Mr.  William 
J.  Sheldon. 
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meeting-house  was  erected  at  once,  on  the  hill  near  the  burying"  ground, 
and  nearly  forty  years  later  was  remodeled  and  enlarged. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Stephentown  began  its  existence 
as  a  mission  in  charge  of  the  Troy  conference  in  April,  1808,  with 
George  Hudson,  a  local  preacher,  as  the  first  supply.  Work  was  be- 
gun the  following  year  on  the  first  house  of  worship,  which  was  ded- 
icated April  4,  1871.  The  first  regular  pastor  was  the  Rev.  E.  A. 
Braman,  who  assumed  charge  soon  after  the  opening  of  the  church. 

Supervisors  of  Stephentown. 

1784-8.5,  Caleb  Bentley;  1786-90,  John  W.  Schennerhorn ;  1790,  Jonas  Odell;  1791- 
94,  John  Wylie;  1790-97,  Samuel  Vary;  1798-1 805,  Henry  Piatt;  180(5-09,  Hosea 
Moflitt;  1810,  Henry  Piatt;  1811-10,  Rowland  Hall.  1817,  John  Babcock;  1818, 
William  Douglass;  181 9—21,  James  Jones;  1822-255,  Henry  Piatt;  1824,  Simon Crans 
ton;  1.825-26,  Henry  Piatt ;  1827,  James  Jones ;  1828-30,  C.  Moflitt;  1831-33,  R.  A. 
Brower;  1834-35,  Rufus  Rose;  1830-39,  E.G.  Green;  1840-43,  H.  W.  Brown;  1844, 
E.  G.  Green;  1845-40,  S.  V.  R.  Junes;  1847,  G.  W.  Glass;  1848-49,  J.  L.  Sheldon; 
1850-52,  Rufus  Rose;  1853-54,  R.  A.  Brown;  1855,  T.  G.  Piatt;  1850-57,  E  Adams: 
1858,  R.  Rose;  1859-00,  S.  Carpenter;  1861-63,  T.  G.  Carpenter;  1864-67,  Lewis 
Brown;  1868-09,  Ezra  Chase;  1870-71,  S.  E.  Brown;  1872,  Rufus  Sweet;  1ST:!,  Win. 
A.  Gile;  1874,  Rufus  Sweet;  is;:,,  Gideon  S.  Hall;  1876-77,  Rufus  Sweet;  1S78, 
Gideon  S.  Hall  ;  1.879-1881,  Rufus  Sweet;  1882-1883,  W.  A.  Gile;  1884-1885,  Jolin  D. 
Kiltie,  1886-1888,  Rufus  Sweet;  1889-1891,  lv  G.  Eld  ridge;  1892-1893,  W.  C.  Wood- 
ward ;  1894  ,  Henry  Snell. 

Town  CleRks  oe  Stephentown. 

1784,  Jonathan  Niles;  1790,  Hezekiah  Hall;  1791,  Mosea Moflitt ;  1792,  Henry  Piatt ; 
17!).".,  Ichabod  Cone,  Jonathan  Niles;  1796,  Henry  Piatt;.  1707,  Hosea  Moflitt;  1798, 
William  Douglas,  jr.;  1815,  liber  Moflitt;  1817,  Ana  Pardee;  1823,  Ira  Gardner; 
1829,  Randall  A.  Brown;  1831,  Elijah  Graves,  1834,  llosea  W.  Brown;  1810,  Caleb 
Chapman;  1813,  Henry  Piatt;  1811,  Alexander  Gardner;  1848,  Theodore  I).  Piatt; 
18  19,  liber  M,  Rollo;  1850,  Joseph  R.  Reynolds;  1851,  Thomas  G.  Carpenter;  1852, 
Edwin  Adams;  185;:,  Philander  Woodward;  1856,  Ezra  B.  Chase;  1860,  Lewis 
Blown;  1863,  Orra  G.  Strait;  18(11,  Charles  H.  Vary ;  I860,  Walter  P..  Goold ;  1870, 
Andrew  J.  Brown;  1872,  E.  A.  Cranston;  187:1,  W.  B.  Goold;  1871,  W.  H.  Brimmer; 
1875,  Edwin  E.  Dotty;  1876.  William  II.  Brimmer;  1877-1883,  Andrew  J.  Brown; 
1884-1885,  George  T.  Chittenden ;  1886-1887,  John  Reynolds;  1888,  E.G.  Eldridge; 
1889-1891,  William  C.  Woodward;  1892 -1893,  John  R.  Palmer;  1891-1895,  Fred  G. 
Gardner;  189(5  ,  John  R.  Palmer. 

Justices  ok  the  Peace  oi  Stephentown. 

182(1,  John  Babcock,  Silas  Thomas,  Caleb  Can- ;  1830,  Meshach  Strait,  Nathan  How- 
ard; 1832,  Rufus  Sweet;  1833,  Amos  James ;  1834,  John  L.Sheldon;  1830,  Philander 
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Woodward;  1837,  Amos  James;  1838,  John  L.  Sheldon  ;  1839,  Meshach  Strait;  1840, 
Philander  Howard;  1841,  Daniel  I-I.  Gardner;  1 S42,  John  L.  Sheldon;  1K-J 3,  Joseph 
'Payer ;  1844,  William  J.  Potter;  1845,  William  J.  Potter,  James  M.  Class;  1840,  Zeb- 
ulon  Simmons,  Lyman  Kingman;  1847,  Joseph  'Paver;  1848,  William  Hand,  Me- 
shaeh  Strait,  Joseph  M.  Young;  1849,  Ira  Tifft;  1850,  Henry  Reynolds,  E/.ekiel 
Huntington ;  ls5l,  George  W,  Class;  1852,  Alanson  N.  Green,  William  Hand,  Silas 
V.  Thomas;  1853,  Ira  Tifft,  Calvin  M  Jones;  1S54>  John  E.  Sheldon,  EdmoTid  Bailey; 
1855,  Meshach  Strait,  Silas  V.  Thomas;  1856,  William  [-land;  1857,  Isaac  Dunham; 
1858,  John  L.  Sheldon,  IraTiiTt;  1859,  Tabor  B.  Roberts;  1800,  Theodore  I).  lJlatt; 
1801,  H albert  II.  Jones,  Allen  Kittel;  1862,  Spencer  C.  Brown;  1863,  Tabor  B.  Rob- 
erts; 1864,  Allen  Kittel;  1865,  Halbert  11.  Jones;  1866,  Egbert  Jolls;  1867,  Rensse- 
laer Delevan;  1868,  Allen  Kittel,  Joseph  C.  Huntington;  1869,  Henry  T.  Douglas; 
1870,  Thomas  M.  Greenman,  James  M.  Glass;  1871,  George  A.  'Paver;  1872,  Ira 
Tifft;  187;!,  John  1)  Kittel;  187-1,  George  W.  Jones,  W.  T.  Brad  way;  1875,  John  I). 
Kittel;  1870,  George  A.  'Payer;  1877,  Jonathan  J.  Carpenter;  1878,  1).  II.  Newton; 
1879,  William  EI.  Eldridge;  1880,  T.  A.  Piatt;  1881,  Jay  Segar;  1882,  I).  H.  New- 
ton; 1883,  Charles  Shumway;  1884,  long  term,  T.  A.  Piatt,  short  term,  P.  A.  Green; 
1885,  Jay  Segar;  1880,  I).  H.  Newton;  1887,  A.  M.  Fredenburgh ;  1888,  E.  G.  El- 
dridge;  1889,  long  term,  William  II.  Brimmer,  short  term,  George  A.  Taylor;  1890, 
William  H,  Bailey;  1891,  long  term,  W.  W.  Sweet,  short  term,  W.  H.  Bailey;  1892, 
George  A'.  Taylor;  1893,  long  term,  P.  A.  (been,  short  term,  George  Shillinger;  1894, 
1).  IT.  Newton;  18115,  Albeit  Provost;  1890,  Elbert  Bateimin. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 
TOWN  OF  PETERSBURGIT. 

The  town  'i  Petersburg h  is  composed  of  territory  originally  included 
in  Rensselaerwyek.  Stephentown  was  formed  in  1784,  and  as  that 
town  embraced  the  territory  now  the  town  of  Petersburgh,  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  latter  town  were  under  the  dominion  of  the  authorities  of 
Stephentown.  As  the  town  was  too  large  to  be  conveniently  governed, 
a  new  town,  named  Petersburgh,  was  erected  March  18,  1791,  It  was 
subsequently  considerably  reduced  in  size.  In  1793  its  boundary  on 
the  line  of  Berlin  was  changed;  in  1806  other  portions  were  cut  off  to 
enter  into  the  new  towns  of  Lansingburgh  and  Berlin,  and  in  1807  still 
more  territory  was  cut  off  to  form  parts  of  the  towns  of  Nassau  and 
Grafton.  Tradition  says  that  Petersburgh  was  named  in  honor  of  Peter 
Simmons.     No  record  of  the  matter  is  extant. 

'Idie  act  erecting  the  town  of  Petersburgh  is  contained  in  a  general 


502 


LANDMARKS  OF  RENSSELAER  COUNTY. 


law  passed  by  the  Legislature  March  18,  1791,  which  provided  for  the 
division  of  several  towns  in  various  parts  of  the  State.  The  clause  re- 
lating specifically  to  Petersburg!]  is  the  fust  in  the  act,  and  reads  as 
follows : 

Be  it  enacted  .  .  .  That  from  and  after  the  first  Monday  in  April  next,  all  that 
part  <if  the  town  of  Stephen  Town,  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer,  which  lies  north  of 
a  line  to  he  drawn  east  and  west  from  the  south  hounds  of  Peter  Seamons  farm,  until 
it  intersects  the  east  and  west  hounds  of  the  said  town  of  Stephen  Town,  shall  he, 
and  is  hereby  erected  into  a  distinct  and  separate  town  l>v  the  name  of  Petersburgh, 
and  that  the  first  town  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Petersburgh,  shall  he  held  at 
the  house  of  Hezekiah  Coone  in  the  said  town  ;  and  that  the  next  town  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Stephen  Town,  shall  lie  held  at  the  dwelling  house 
now  occupied  by  Joshua  Gardner  in  said  town. 

Chapter  K),  Laws  of  1793,  passed  January  4,  17915,  contains  the  fol- 
lowing elause : 

That  all  that  part  of  Stephen  Town  to  the  north  of  the  following  boundary,  to  wit, 
beginning  on  the  line  that  divides  the  aforesaid  town,  at  the  cast  line  of  Abel 
Lewis's  farm,  and  to  extend  thence  along  the  summit  of  a  certain  mountain,  in  the 
north  part  of  Stephen  Town,  and  the  ranges  of  that  summit  continued  easterly  to 
the  east  boundary  of  this  Stale,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  annexed  to,  and  shall  here- 
after lie  considered  part  of  the  town  of  Petersburgh. 

By  the  general  law  dividing  all  the  counties  of  the  State  into  towns, 
passed  April  7,  180%  the  bounds  of  the  town  of  Petersburgh  were  de- 
scribed as  follows : 

Southerly  by  Stephen  town,  easterly  by  the  east  bounds  of  this  State,  northerly 
by  the  north  hounds  of  the  manor  of  Kensselaerwyck,  and  westerly  by  a  line  he- 
ginning  in  the  same  north  bounds  at  a  place  nine  miles  distant  from  Hudson's  river, 
and  continued  from  thence  southerly  to  the  northwest  corner  of  Stephen  town. 

The  revised  statutes  ol  the  State  ol  Xew  York  describes  the  town 
as  follows: 

The  town  of  Petersburgh  shall  contain  all  that  part  of  the  said  county  I  Rensselaer] 
bounded  southerly  by  Berlin,  easterly  by  the  east  bounds  ol  the  county,  northerly 
by  the  north  hounds  of  the  manor  of  Reusselaerwyck,  and  westerly  by  Grafton. 

The  town  is  one  of  the  most  mountainous  in  Rensselaer  county,  its 
surface  consisting  of  two  mountain  ranges,  one  on  either  side  of  the 
Little  Hoosick  river.  There  are  several  peaks  in  the  town  at  elevations 
of  from  1,000  to  2,oiio  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The  scenery  in 
all  parts  of  the  town  is  most  delightful. 

The  earliest  settlement  was  made  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town  near 
the  junction  of  the  Little  I  loosick  with  the  1  toosick  river,  and  was  known 


TOWN  OK  PETERSBURG H.  503 

as  Hoosick  or  Hoosac.  The  year  1754  saw  a  few  settlements  at  this 
point,  and  though  there  is  no  proof  of  the  fact  it  is  extremely  possible 
that  some  farmers  located  there  even  before  that  date.  In  1707  a 
score  or  more  of  houses  dotted  tins  locality.  Among  those  occupying 
farms  there  at  this  time  were  Peter  Backus,  Hans  Backus,  John 
Ruyter,  Henry  Letcher,  Hans  Lantman,  Barent  Hoag,  John  <1.  Brim- 
mer, Jacob  Best,  Petrus  Vosburg,  Bastian  Deil,  Juriah  Kreiger,  Franz 
Burns,  Henry  Voting,  Schole  Martes  Watson  and  Peter  Simmons.  A 
few  years  later  the  families  of  John  Church  and  Nathaniel  Church; 
William  W .  Reynolds,  who  came  from  Rhode  Island;  Ichabod  Prosser, 
from  Vermont;  Joshua  Thomas  and  Benjamin  Randall,  the  Dayfoot 
brothers,  Abraham  and  Augustus  Lewis,  Simeon  Odell,  Oliver  Spencer, 
Stephen  Card,  Sylvanus  Stephens,  Stanton  Bailey,  Gideon  Clark, 
S terry  Hewitt,  Asa  Maxon,  David  Maxon,  Joseph  Allen,  William 
Hiseox,  James  Weaver  and  Thomas  Phillips  settled  there,  all  before 
the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Other  early  settlers  were  Heze- 
kiah  Coon,  Benjamin  Hanks,  John  Nichols,  Aaron  Cole,  Ichabod 
Irish,  David  Ilnstis,  William  Clark,  Archibald  Thomas  George  Gard- 
ner, Laban  Jones,  Stephen  Potter,  John  (1.  Croy  and  Lyman  Maine. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  April  5,  170.1,  at  the  residence  of 
Hezekiah  Coon.     The  officers  then  elected  were: 

Moderator,  Hezekiah  Coon  ;  supervisor,  Jonas  Odell;  town  clerk,  John  Greene;  as- 
sessors, Benjamin  Hanks,  Randall  Spencer  ami  John  Nichols;  commissioners  Abel 
Russel,  Luke  Greene  ami  Matthew  Randall;  poormasters,  David  Randall  and  Heze- 
kiah Cool). 

It  is  believed  that  the  first  tavern  in  the  town  was  maintained  at 
North  IVtershurgh  bv  Cornelius  I. etcher.  Soon  afterward  another 
was  built  by  Hezekiah  Coon  on  the  property  known  in  later  years  as 
the  Adelbei't  Moses  place.  A  short  distance  north  of  Coon's  inn  an- 
other was  kept  by  John  Woodbnrn. 

Probably  the  earliest  physician  in  Petersburg!]  was  Dr.  Maxon,  who 
located  in  town  about  the  year  1.794  or  1795.  Five  or  six  years  later 
Dr.  Pbenezer  Robinson  began  to  practice.  He  subsequently  kept  a 
store  at  Berlin,  Dr.  Hiram  Moses  came  to  Petersburg!]  in  the  fall  of 
lS\!.->  and  entered  upon  a  practice  which  extended  over  several  towns  in 
Rensselaer  county  and  in  Vermont  and  Massachusetts.  Dr.  Hull  was 
also  an  early  practitioner.  Among  the  early  lawyers  were  Michael  W. 
Van  Avery,  lames  Van  Avery  and  Joseph  D.  White. 

During  the  last  and  greatest  French  and  Indian  War  the  inhabitants 
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of  Petersburg^  were  called  upon  on  several  occasions  to  take  precau 
tions  against  an  attack  by  the  Indians.     The  following  incident  is  re- 
lated in  connection  with  this  period:1 

<  )n  the  fifteenth  of  June,  1751,  .Mr.  [ohn  G.  Brimmer  2  was  at  work  in  the  field 
with  his  sons,  Jeremiah,  Godfrey  and  John,  when  Indian  blankets  were  discovered. 
This  agreed  with  previous  suspicious  indications.  Mr.  Brimmer  immediately  started 
for  the  house,  telling  his  sons  to  unharness  the  horses  and  follow  him.  Before  they 
could  comply  with  their  father's  request,  two  Indians  were  discovered  coming 
towards  them.  The  hoys  immediately  grasped  their  guns,  and  just  as  Jeremiah  was 
getting  on  the  horse,  one  of  the  Indians  fired  at  him  and  he  fell  dead.  Godfrey 
seeing  his  brother  fall  ran  and  hid  behind  a  brush  fence.  While  concealed  he  saw 
the  Indians  looking  for  him.  11c  drew  up  his  gun  to  lire,  but  a  leaf  falling  upon  the 
sight  he  changed  his  position  and  was  discovered  by  the  Indians.  He  and  one  of 
tin-  Indians  then  stepped  out  ami  tired  deliberately  at  each  other  without  effect. 
The  discharge  was  so  simultaneous,  that  thinking  the  Indian  had  not  tired,  and  that 
he  would  immediately  do  so,  Godfrey  dropped  the  butt  oi  his  gun  on  the  ground, 
placed  one  hand  over  the  muzzle  and  extended  the  other  in  token  of  surrender.  The 
Indians  came  to  him,  one  of  them  grasped  him  by  the  collar  and  passed  around  him 
three  times  with  one  linger  within  his  shirt-collar,  then  laid  his  hand  upon  his  head, 
signifying,  "You  arc  my  prisoner."  The  Indians  took  |ohn  prisoner  also.  The 
plucky  boy  often  picked  up  stones  and  threw  at  the  Indians  as  they  were  lead- 
ing him  through  the  river,  at  which  the  savages  laughed  in  admiration  of 
his  grit.  The  prisoners  were  taken  to  St.  [ohns,  Canada,  where  about  1-500  In- 
dians formed  a  circle  around  them  and  ordered  them  to  sing.  They  refused,  and 
were  ordered  the  third  time,  but  they  still  declared  they  could  not  sing.  The  In- 
dians being  exasperated  were  about  to  strike,  when  Godfrey  discovered  in  the  crowd 
an  Indian  who  had  partaken  of  the  hospitality  of  his  father's  house.  He  spoke  to 
the  Indian,  who  recognized  him,  and  interfered  to  save  the  prisoners  from  torture. 
They  remained  al  St.  Johns  for  six  weeks,  and  were  then  sold  to  the  French,  by 
whom  they  were  treated  as  slaves.  Alter  a  servitude  of  more  than  live  years,  they 
secured  their  freedom  upon  tlu-  surrender  of  (Quebec  to  the  English  in  1759,  They 
immediately  started  foi  Albany,  and  at  Lake  George  were  taken  by  the  British  and 
thrown  into  prison  They  were  soon  released  through  t  he  i  n  lluence  of  Mr.  Van 
Rensselaer,  and  made  theii  way  to  Albany.  They  there  learned  that  their  parents 
had  moved  to  Khinebeck,  and  had  heard  nothing  from  them  since  their  capture. 
The  family  afterwards  went  back  to  the  Hoosick  valley.  Mr.  (Iezckiah  Coon  re- 
members John  as  liv  ing  in  Fetersburgh,  and  heard  him  talk  of  the  capture. 

Petersburgh  was  sparsely  settled  at  the  beginning  of  the  War  of  the 
Revolution,  and  the  number  of  men  it  sent  to  engage  in  that  struggle 

1  History  of  Rensselaer  County,  Nathaniel  Uartlelt  Sylvester,  issu. 

2  Aee'ordihtf  lo  Hall's  History  of  IScrlin  John  George  Hrimmer  suul  his  family  made  the  first 
sell  I  emu  n  l  "on  tin:  north  bank  of  the  Hoosiek  river,  about  a  mile  rasi  from  where  the  Little 
Hoosiek  empties  into  i  lie  lloosick.  The  house  w .is  en  ,.r  near  what  is  now  called  i  lie  I'eler  Urim- 
nier  farm,  North  I'C'liersburjyh," 
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therefore  was  not  large.  Among  those  who  did  serve  in  that  war, 
however,  were  James  Weaver,  Lyman  .Maine,  Ichabod  Prosser,  Gideon 
Clark,  Sterry  Hewitt  and  Arnold  Worden. 

In  the  war  of  1812  Petersburg!!  furnished  her  share  of  soldiers.  As 
far  as  can  be  learned  from  existing  records  these  were  the  following: 

Captain  Aaron  Worthington,  Captain  William  Coon,  Captain  Raper  Andrus, 
Gardner  Maine,  Lewis  Hewitt,  John  S.  Brimmer,  Amasa  Lamphere,  Sanford  Hewitt, 
Peter  Church,  Silas  \V.  White,  Benjamin  B.  Randall,  Jo'sephus Jones,  William  Miner, 
Benjamin  Babcock,  Thomas  Randall,  Justus  Nolton,  Nathan  Nolton,  Benjamin 
Weaver,  Cornelius  Henning,  John  Kenning,  Oliver  Buddington,  Isaac  11.  Maine, 
George  Hakes,  Luther  (.'lark,  Charles  Grogan,  Christopher  Armsbury,  Spicer 
Chesebro. 

The  list  of  residents  of  Petersburg!)  who  served  in  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion  is  a  long  one.  Those  who  died  in  the  service,  as  far  as  can 
be  learned  from  existing  records,  were: 

George  N.  Parks,  Henry  Lass,  Harvey  II.  Odell,  Washington  Brimmer,  David 
Cruikshank,  Stanton  Wilcox,  Lyman  Brimmer,  Edward  Ready,  Eugene  Davis, 
Porter  12.  Jones,  James  A.  Maine,  Clark  W.  Hall,  Thomas  H.  1  >.  McGregor,  Adel- 
bert  Peckham,  Charles  F.  Manchester,  Coonradt  Holmes,  Silas  E.  Sweet,  L.  W. 
Thurber,  L.  E.  Odell,  Thomas  Carter,  Henry  R.  Greeu,  Wellington  W.  Whipple, 
John  A.  Dean,  Edwin  II.  Brock,  Horace  R.  Menihew,  Columbus  Steward,  Darius 
M.  Brimmer,  Andrew  MeDermott,  Clark  L.  Brown,  Benjamin  Landau,  Bartholomew 
Carmody,  P.  Reynolds,  Manser  G.  Phillips. 

As  far  as  can  be  learned  the  first  public  action  in  regard  to  schools 
in  Petersburgh  was  taken  in  1 700,  when  John  Greene,  Mansttr  Greene 
and  William  W.  Reynolds  were  elected  school  commissioners.  A  new 
school  system  was  organized  under  the  law  of  1812  -'13;  the  first  com- 
mission its  chosen  were  Ichabod  Randall,  William  Coon  and  John 
Howies,  and  the  first  inspectors  were  libenezer  Robinson,  Paul  Maxon, 
jr.,  and  Asa  Stillman.  The  school  system  changed  again  in  ISLi,  when 
the  office  of  town  superintendent  was  created.  The  first  incumbent  in 
that  office  in  Petersburgh  was  Almond  E.  Reynolds,  who  was  chosen 
in  1844.  The  first  school  house  in  the  town  was  located  opposite  the 
Methodist  church  in  Petersburgh.  Later  on  a  log  school  house  was 
erected  at  "  Dayfoot  Hollow,"  and  also  one  near  Frazer's  bridge. 

The  principal  village  of  Petersburgh  bears  the  same  name  as  the 
town.  It  formerly  was  known  both  as  Petersburgh  and  South  Peters 
burgh,  and  originally  called  Rensselaer  Mills.  It  is  located  on  the 
banks  of  the  Little  Hoosick  river  and  on  the  Lebanon  Springs  railroad. 
Probably  the  earliest  store  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town  was  kept 
C4 
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by  Jonas  Odell  before  the  year  1800.  Mrs.  Randall  also  established  a 
store  there  soon  after.  The  first  hotel  was  kept  by  Joseph  Sanborn 
and  owned  by  Noyes  D.  W.  Reynolds.  U.  P.  Babcock  was  another 
early  landlord.  The  post-office  was  established' in  LS22  and  the  first 
postmaster  probably  was  Major-General  Aaron  Worthington.  Heze- 
kiab  Coon  served  in  the  office  after  him. 

IPetersburgh  has  always  been  the  leading  industrial  village  ol  the 
town.  A  shirt  factory  was  maintained  there  for  many  years.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  present  century  a  carriage  factory  was  established  by 
Paul  Stillman,  and  long  before  the  Revolution  a  saw  mill  did  a  thriv- 
ing business  there.  George  and  Asa  Gardner  were  early  in  trade  there, 
running  a  general  store,  as  was  also  Eben  C.  Reynolds.  Squire  Allen 
opened  a  grocery  store  as  carl)'  as  1825. 

The  principal  industry  of  the  residents  of  the  town  of  Petersburgh  is 
farming,  but  in  the  village  of  Petersburgh  there  are  to-day  several 
manufacturing  establishments  which  furnish  employment  to  a  number 
of  persons. 

The  shirt  factory  of  Frank  Reynolds  furnishes  employment  to  twenty- 
five  hands.  It  was  started  over  Mr.  Reynolds's  store  in  1870.  June 
*3S,  1.805,  the  store  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  the  factory  was  removed 
to  a  grist  mill  owned  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  where  it  now  is  located. 

The  shirt  manufactory  of  Kellyer  &  Reynolds  was  started  in  1871 
umler  the  firm  name  of  Kellyer,  Reynolds  iV  Sweet'.  In  L874  Mr.  Sweet 
retired  from  the  firm  to  conduct  a  general  store  and  the  firm  continued 
to  the  present.  In  LS9U  Mr.  Kellyer  died.  The  firm  employs  but  little 
help  in  the  factor)-  but  has  a  list  of  employes  numbering  about  -400, 
who  do  the  work  at  their  homes. 

The  Petersburgh  Co-operative  Laundry  company  is  an  organization 
formed  by  young  men,  residents  of  the  village,  The  village  authori- 
ties constructed  the  laundry  building  and  presented  it  to  the  company. 
The  principal  work  done  is  for  Kellyer  &  Reynolds,  and  the  laundry 
turns  out  about  300  dozen  shirts  a  week.  The  officers  of  the  company 
are:  President,  IS.  B.  Maxon  ;  secretary,  I).  H.  Hull;  treasurer,  Charles 
L.  Shafer;  directors,  IS.  C.  Herring,  IS.  W.  Gilford,  N.  H.  Niles,  E, 
Dano  and  A.  Gooderniote. 

North  Petersburgh  is  at  the  north  end  of  the  town  on  the  railroad 
and  the  Little  Hoosick  river.  It  was  settled  before  Petersburgh  and 
is  in  the  tract  originally  known  as  Hosac.  The  earliest  settlers  doubt- 
less located  there  as  early  as  1745,  possibly  before  that.     Among  them 
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were  Barnardus  Bratt,  to  whom  reference  has  been  made  in  the  history 
of  Hoosick,  who  built  the  first  saw  mill  and  grist  mill  at  this  point; 
Hans  Creiger,  Peter  Voss,  and  families  named  Breese,  Ouderkirk, 
Fonda,  Vanderriek,  Bovie,  Huyck,  Brimmer,  Kott  and  Roberts.  Bas- 
tian  Deil  was  also  an  early  settler.  The  old  Lutheran  church  of  early 
times  was  just  north  of  the  village.  Among  the  early  physicians  was 
Dr.  Bannister.  David  Russell  of  Salem  built  the  old  grist  mill  which 
originally  was  conducted  by  Nathan  Hakes,  ami  which  was  abandoned 
about  1S"25.  Among  the  first  tavern-keepers  of  the  village  were  men 
named  Lewis  and  Dyer. 

The  first  church  which  existed  in  Petersburgh  left  no  records  of  its 
career.  It  was  located  at  North  Petersburgh  and  was  a  Lutheran 
church.  The  congregation  worshipped  in  a  log  house  afterward  used 
as  a  school  house,  located  cast  of  North  Petersburgh.  When  the  church 
was  started  and  by  whom  or  how  long  a  career  it  had  is  not  known.  It 
ceased  to  exist  some  time  during  the  eighteenth  century,  and  possibly 
many  years  before  the  year  1800. 

The  First  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Petersburgh  was  built  in 

1821,  the  pastor  at  that  time  being  the  Rev.  John  Nixon.  Previous  to 
that  time  however  there  was  an  organization  of  Methodists  which  held 
meetings  in  a  building  situated  in  the  "  Hollow  "and  owned  by  Joshua 
Lamb.  The  first  preacher  this  society  had  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mitchell, 
an  itinerant  from  the  South  who  preached  in  Berlin  and  supplied  in 
Petersburgh  in  L811.  The  early  promoters  of  the  church  were  Jabez 
Y.  Lewis,  job  W.  Madison,  Justus  Hakes,  and  the  Rev.  Zebulon  Lewis, 
anil  it  was  mainly  through  their  efforts  that  the  church  was  erected. 
In  ISiK'  the  edifice  was  wholly  remodeled.  The  present  pastor  is  the 
Rev.  Arthur  Davies.  From  this  church  is  supplied  the  clergyman  tor 
the  M.  church  at  North  Petersburg!},  which  was  built  in  1821.  In 
this  latter  church  about  fifty  years  ago  preached  the  eccentric  and  once 
famous  Lorenzo  1  )ow. 

The  Baptist  church  of  Petersburgh  was  constituted  May  12,  IS-.'R, 
though  the  society  was  incorporated  several  years  earlier — July  20, 

1822.  The  first  pastors  of  whom  there  is  any  record  were  Nathan 
Lewis  and  J.  I).  Rogers,  both  of  whom  are  down  as  serving  the  society 
in  1832.  Amos  Puller  and  Daniel  Brimmer  were  the  first  deacons. 
The  house  of  worship  was  erected  in  1828  and  remodeled  in  1878. 

The  Christian  church  of  Petersburgh,  which  ceased  to  exist  in  lSi>5, 
was  creeled  in  1850,  hut  the  society  was  not  incorporated  until  Scptcm- 
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ber  10,  1855.  The  first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  J.  Dexter.  The  last  preacher 
to  occupy  the  pulpit  in  the  church  was  the  Rev.  John  McLaughlin,  who 
is  now  in  charge  of  a  church  at  Red  Rock,  Columbia  county. 

Supervisors  of  Petersburg h. 

1791-1792,  Jonas  Odell;  1 793 -1794,  Caleb  Wentley;  1795-179C,  Randall  Spencer; 
1797-1798,  Abel  Lewis;  1.799-1800,  George  Gardner;  1801-1808,  William  W.  Rey- 
nolds; 1,804-1805,  John  Reeve;  1806-1807,  George  Gardner;  1808-1810,  Asa  Still- 
man;  1811-1818,  Silas  Maxon;  1.814-1815,  Joseph  Case,  jr.;  1810-1818,  Thomas  Rey- 
nolds; iS19-1820,  Aaron  Worthing ion  ;  1821-1822,  Ebenezer  Robinson;  1823-1826, 
Aaron  Worthington ;  1827-1881,  Parley  Reynolds;  1832-1883,  Joshua  Randall,  jr.; 
1834,  Parley  Reynolds;  1835-1836,  Stephen  Reynolds,  jr.  ;  1837-1838,  Parley  Rey- 
nolds; 1839-1840,  Aaron  WoTthington;  IH-ll  [842,  Noel  J.  Reynolds;  1843-1844, 
Aaron  F.  Wortliingtou  .  1845-1846,  David  G.  Maxon ;  1847-1848,  William  W. 
Reynolds;  1849-1850,  Noyes  H.  W.  Reynolds;  1851,  Joseph  Case;  1852-1853,  Eben 
C.  Reynolds;  1854-1855,  O.  D.  Tliurber;  1856-1857,  William  W.  Reynolds;  1858- 
1859,  Aaron  F.  Worthington;  1860-1861,  David  G.  Maxon  ;  1802-1863,  Lucius  E. 
Green;  1864,  Horace  W.  Wells;  1865-18G7,  Lucius  E.  Green;  1868-1869,  William  H. 
Crandall;  1870-1872,  W.  T.  Reynolds;  1873-1874,  John  F.  Tifft;  1875,  Stephen  H. 
Eldred;  1876,  William  T.  Reynolds;  1877,  Lucius  E.  Green;  1878-1880,  Silas  E. 
Reynolds;  1881-1882,  William  T.  Reynolds;  1883-1885,  H.  E.  Stewart;  1886-1887, 
William  II.  Crandall ;  1888,  A.  Jay  Taylor  ;  1889-  1891,  Frank  E.  Reynolds;  1892-1895, 
Frank  Welch;1  1896  ,  C.  W,  Reynolds. 

Town  Clerks  ok  .Petersburg!!. 

1791-1796,  John  Greene;  1797-1798,  George  Gardner;  1799,  Randall  Spencer;  1800- 
1805,  William  Clark  ;  1806-1807,  Asa  Stillman  ;  1808-1810,  John  Howies;  1811-1813, 
Russell  Wilkinson;  1814-1815,  Ichabod  Randall;  1810,  Asa  Stillman;  1817  1821, 
Benjamin  Clark ;  1822  1825,  John  W.  Reynolds;  1826-1829,  Benjamin  Clark;  1880- 
1881,  Benjamin  B.  Randall;  1835  1837,  Squire  Allen;  1838-1839,  Daniel  C.  Morey; 
1810  1811,  Benjamin  Weaver;  1812  18-11,  Isaac  B.  Maine;  1845-1847,  Seth  Worth- 
ington; 1848-1852,  Robert  Reynolds;  1853-1854,  Hiram  Moses,  jr. ;  ]855,  Robert 
Reynolds;  1856,  Jeremiah  Allen,  jr.;  1857,  Silas  W.  Waite;  1858-1851),  Jeremiah 
Allen,  jr.;  1860-1861,  Thomas  L.  Nichols;  1862,  Aaron  F.  Worthington;  1863,  Heze- 
kiah  Coon;  1864,  Hiram  Moses,  jr.;  1805,  Silas  W.  Waite;  1866,  Billings  P..  Hewitt; 
1807,  David  G.  Maxon;  1868-1869,  Hiram  Moses,  jr.  ;  1870-1812,  C.W.Reynolds;  1873- 
1874,  Hezekiah  Coon;  1875-1876,  Ed  son  J.  Allen;  1877,  Robert  Reynolds;  1878-1882, 
Hezekiah  Coon;  1883-1884,  Kdson  J.  Allen;  1885-1886,  A.  Jay  Taylor;  1887,  F.  (i. 
Green ;  1888,  Jeremiah  Alien ;  1889-1891,  Hezekiah  Coon;  1892-1893,  A.  J.  Tefft ; 
1894,  H.  J.  Moses;  1895,  Fred  D.  Nichols;  1896,  C.  II.  Maxon. 

i  I'' nil 1 1.  Welch  died  during  the.  I.isl  year  of  his  term  ami  liis  place  was  filled  by  Ins  son,  Prank 
Welch,  jr. 
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Isaac  Saunders,  sworn  in  February  25,  1823;  Thomas  Reynolds,  sworn  in  Febru- 
ary 25,  1823;  Joseph  Case,  sworn  in  September  30,  182:!;  Isaac  Saunders,  sworn  in 
January  1,  1828;  Nathan  Nolton,  sworn  in  January  2,  1828;  Elihu  P.  Powers,  sworn 
in  January  5,  1828;  [ohn  Kenning,  sworn  in  January  15,  1828;  John  Hemiing,  sworn 
in  January  1,  1821);  Nathan  Nolton,  sworn  in  January  5,  1830. 

Elected  at  annual  town  meetings:  1830,  Elihu  P.  Powers;  1831,  Isaac  Saunders;  1NH2, 
Sanford  Hewitt;  1833,  Nathan  Nolton;  1834,  Alonzo  PL  Eld  red;  1835,  Benjamin  B. 
Randall;  1830,  Sanford  Hewitt;  1837,  Nathan  Nolton  ;  1838,  Alonzo  IT.  Eldred;  1830, 
Nathan  G.  Green;  18-10,  Orlando  D.  Thurber;  1841,  Nathan  Nolton;  1842,  Daniel  M. 
Brimmer;  1843,  Simeon  Wordeu;  1844,  Tarrant  I).  Cutler;  1845,  Nathan  Nolton, 
Ziba  IT.  Scriven;  1840,  Elihu  1'.  Powers;  1847,  Simeon  Worden ;  1848,  Elijah  S. 
Randall;  1849,  Hezekiah  Coon,  Simeon  Worden;  1850,  James  II.  Eldred ;  1851,  Dar- 
win D.  Maxon;  1852,  Giles  S.  Odell;  1853,  ITezekiah  Coon;  1854,  Elihu  1'.  Powers; 
1855,  Silas  C.  Eldred;  1850,  Justus  Nolton;  1857,  Giles  S.  Odell;  1858,  Daniel  M. 
Brimmer;  1859,  Silas  C.  Eldred ;  1800,  Samuel  J.  Phillips;  1801,  Giles  S.  Odell,  Robert 
Reymonds;  1802,  Andrew  G.  Coomer;  1803,  James  II.  Eldred ;  1804,  Jared  A.  Wells; 
1805,  James  P.  (ireeuman;  1800,  Henry  Pee  Maxon;  1807,  James  IP  Eldred;  1808, 
John  IP  Bones.teel;  1800,  Edwin  R.  Clark,  George  E.  Powell;  1870,  George  E.  Powell, 
1871,  citizens  are  unable  to  give  the  name;  1872,  D.  Richmond  Webster;  1873,  Ed- 
win R.  Clark.,  Silas  E.  Reymonds;  1871  George  E.  Powell,  W.  B.  Odell;  1875, 
Henry  C  Brimmer;  1870,  David  Allen,  D.  Richmond  Webster;  1  s 7 7 ,  Orlando  D. 
Thurber,  Silas  E.  Reymonds;  PS7S,  George  10.  Powell;  1879,  Eugene  Brimmer,  Will- 
iam IP  Randall;  1880,  Ebenezer  Stevens;  1881,  A.  P.  Babcock ;  1882,  W  II  Ran- 
dall; 1ms;{,  Eugene  Brimmer;  188-1,  George  E.  Powell;  1885,  Reuben  Waite; 
Myron  E.  Clark;  1887,  Eugene  Brimmer;  1888,  George  E.  Powell;  1H89,  Henry 
Goodermote;  1890,  Jeremiah  Allen;  1891,  V.  P..  Green;  is!  2,  George  E,  Powell; 
1893,  Prank  G.  Green;  1894,  William  H.  Craudall;  1895,  Henry  Goodermote ;  1890, 
( rebrge  E.  Powell. 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 
TOWN  OF  SAND  LAKE. 

The  town  of  Sand  Lake  was  formed  from  Greenbush  and  Berlin 
June  1!),  1812.  In  I.84i5  apart  of  Greenbush  was  taken  off,  and  in 
I  848  the  northern  half  was  set  off  as  a  separate  town  under  the  name 
of  Poestenkill.  Sand  Lake  is  south  of  the  centre  of  Rensselaer  county. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Poestenkill,  on  the  east  by  Berlin,  on  the 
south  by  Nassau  and  Sehodack  and  on  the  west  by  Last  Greenbush 
and  North  ( )  reen  bush. 

While  the  surface  of  the  town  is  undulating  in  the  west,  it  is  quite 
mountainous  in  the  east,  a  part  of  the  Petersburg'!)  range  extending 
through  that  section  of  the  town.  Oak  hill,  near  the  centre  of  the 
town,  and  Perigo  hid,  in  the  northeast  corner,  rise  to  a  height  of  about 
!)00  leet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The  soil  is  very  fertile  in  many 
parts  of  Sand  Lake,  especially  in  the  comparatively  low  land  in  the 
eastern  portion.  Agriculture  and  grazing  have  always  been  carried  on 
with  success.  In  recent  years  numerous  garden  farms  have  been  es- 
tablished, the  markets  of  Troy  being  supplied  largely  by  these  in  the 
proper  season.  Sand  Lake  strawberries  and  other  berries  and  small 
fruits  arc  among  the  finest  produced  in  Eastern  New  York.  One  of 
the  principal  characteristics  of  the  town  is  iis  numerous  small  lakes, 
in  which  lisli  of  nearly  all  kinds  inhabiting  still  fresh  water  abound,  and 
the  number  of  summer  guests  in  all  parts  of  the  town  is  constantly  in- 
creasing. Sand  lake  is  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  is  the  largest 
body  of  water  lying  entirely  within  the  limits  of  the  town.  Burden 
lake  and  Crooked  lake  are  in  the  southern  part,  the  former  lying 
partly  in  the  town  of  Nassau.  Glass  lake  is  between  Sand  lake  and 
Crooked  lake.  Big  Bowman  and  Little  Bowman  ponds  are  close  to- 
gether in  the  eastern  part,  and  Richard  pond  is  in  the  northwestern 
part  near  Averill  Park.  The  Wynants  kill  and  the  Tsatsaw  assa  are  the 
principal  streams.  The  former  rises  in  Crooked  lake  and  flows  through 
Glass  lake  and  Burden  lake  into  the  Hudson  river  at  North  Green- 
bush.    It  also  drains  Richard   pond.     The  latter  drains  the  eastern 


TOWN  OK  SAND  LAKE 


511 


part  of  the  town  and  flows  southerly  into  Nassau.  The  Wynants  kill 
furnishes  one  of  the  finest  water  powers  in  eastern  New  York. 

The  first  permanent  settlements  in  Sand  Lake  were  made  in  its 
western  part,  probably  in  L705  or  1.700.  The  earliest  inhabitants  located 
in  the  western  part  of  the  town.  They  were  sturdy  hutch  farmers  who 
had  come  from  Holland  a  few  years  after  the  settlement  of  Albany, 
or  who  had  first  located  further  down  the  valley  of  the  Hudson.  In 
170?  there  were  but  two  families,  as  far  as  is  known,  residing  within 
the  limits  of  the  town.  One  of  these  was  a  family  named  Adams,  re- 
siding near  the  river  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town.  The  other  was 
a  family  named  Brett  (or  Bradt),  who  hail  a  home  a  short  distance  from 
that  of  the  Adams  family.  Which  of  these  was  the  first  to  locate  within 
the  limits  of  the  town  cannot  he  learned. 

A  few  years  after  these  settlements  were  made  the  family  of  Abram 
Bristol  lived  on  the  west  side  of  Burden  lake;  and  on  the  opposite  side 
resided  the  family  of  Ephraim  Quimby.  About  the  same  time  or  a 
year  or  two  later,  certainly  before  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  a  home 
was  established  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  town,  near  the  farm  of 
Mr.  Brett,  by  Andrew  Weatherwax  (Andreas  Wederwax).  Not  far  from 
him  Philip  Carpenter  was  located.  Philip  Gardner  located  about  a 
mile  west  of  the  site  of  Sand  Lake  village  during  or  immediately  after 
the  Revolution.  Soon  after  Abram  Frere  settled  at  West  Sand  bake, 
probably  in  1790.  Near  him,  and  not  much  later,  Jacob  Fellows,  Nich- 
olas Fellows  and  Zachariah  Fellows  built  homes  and  began  the  culti- 
vation of  the  land  on  an  extensive  scale.  The  first  hotel  in  that  section 
was  kept  by  Nicholas  Fellows.  Andreas  liaert  settled  in  the  closing 
ilavs  ol  the  eighteenth  century  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  town, 
and  anion*;  his  neighbors  were  [ohn  Carmichael,  who  served  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution;  John  1.  Miller  and  Stephen  Miller. 

In  1 70S  William  Carpenter  and  [oshua  Lockwood  built  a  grist  mill 
at  West  Sand  Lake,  the  first  in  the  town.  Other  early  settlers  near 
him  were  Michael  Reichard,  Hendrick  Younghaus,  who  had  two  sons, 
Henry  and  Wynant;  11.  Brumagen  and  lob  Gilbert.  Thomas  and  Cal- 
vin Thompson  made  an  early  settlement  at  Sand  Lake  village,  the 
former  building  a  saw  mill  and  forge  on  the  creek  there.  Solomon 
Taylor,  who  came  from  Schodaek  about  171M,  operated  a  saw  mill  in 
town.  In  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  among  the  first  residents 
were  Andrew  Smith,  Martinus  Smith,  Isaac  Root,  Henry  Stupplebeen, 
John  Stupplebeen,  Godfrey  Wood  and  Samuel  Hammond.    The  Rex- 
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ford  family  located  at  an  early  day  in  the  south  w  estern  corner  of  the 
town.  Among  their  earliest  neighbors  were  the  Wilkinson  family, 
Donald  and  his  brother.  Gilbert  Westfall,  |ohn  Bowman  and  John 
Miller  were  early  inhabitants  of  the  western  section. 

One  of  the  first  physicians  in  Sand  Lake— the  earliest  of  whom  there 
appeal's  to  be  any  positive  record  -  was  Dr.  Uriah  M.  Gregory,  who  lo- 
cated near  Sand  Lake  village  with  his  brothers,  Stephen,  Daniel  M. ,  Justus 
ami  Eben  Gregory.  Justus  Gregory  was  a  Methodist  minister,  Daniel 
M.  Gregory  was  a  glass  manufacturer  and  store-keeper,  and  ISben 
Gregory  was  a  shoemaker  and  tanner.  A  man  named  Stone  was  also 
a  shoemaker  and  tanner,  and  located  near  by  about  the  same  time. 
Several  other  early  inhabitants  were  engaged  in  glass  making  at  a  very 
earl)-  period.  The  Averill  family,  of  which  James  K.  Averill  of 
Averill  Park  is  a  descendant,  were  also  among  the  early  settlers  in  the 
western  portion  of  Sand  bake.  About  171)0  William  Butz,  who  had 
served  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  located  with  his  family  at  Sand 
bake.  John  Llpham,  also  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  located  near  Crooked 
bake  and  raised  a  large  family. 

Among  (he  other  pioneers  of  Sand  bake,  some  of  the  prominent  men 
were:  Frederick  Shaver,  Lawrence  Wederwax,  Barn  hard  t  Uline, 
Michael  Sipperly,  Joseph  II  Sipperly,  John  T.  Snook,  Thomas  John- 
son, William  Goslin,  Wynant  Van  Alstync,  Daniel  Thompson,  Solomon 
Taylor,  Lewis  Bullock,  Timothy  Bowerman,  Lewis  Finch,  Nicholas 
Reichard,  Plea/.er  Peck,  Wright  Thorn,  John  Soutcr,  Henry  Mould. 
John  Crook,  John  Clapper,  Henry  Coons,  John  Warner,  Major  Thomas 
Prothingham,  who  was  an  oflicer  in  the  Continental  army  during  the 
War  of  the  Revolution;  X.  Smith,  Reuben  Underwood,  David  Arnold, 
ami  families  bearing  the  names  of  Fathers,  Ford,  Davis,  Cook,  ICm- 
mons,  Culver,  Farrell,  Pratt,  Lewis,  Wells,  Huntley,  Wickham,  Fuller, 
Strope,  liegeman,  Sheppard,  Higgenbottom,  De  Freest,  Rykert, 
Woodworth,  Hayes,  Townsend,  Richmond,  Cornwell,  Carmichacl, 
Stone,  Russell,  Frear  (probably  Prere),  Guyot,  Kelly,  Kerner,  Jacobs, 
Simmons,  Comb,  Calkins,  Kilmer  and  others. 

Probably  the  first  tavern  in  town  was  kept  by  Nicholas  Fellows  at  or 
very  near  the  present  site  of  Averill  Park  (West  Sand  bake),  though 
another  was  established  very  soon  after  by  Barnhardt  Uline  near  the 
same  point.  In  the  southwestern  part  of  the  town  another  was  kept 
by  one  of  the  Rexford  brothers.  At  Sand  bake  village  a  tavern  was 
built  at  an  early  day,  but  who  its  proprietor  was  is  not  known.  The 
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second  was  owned  by  Thomas  Thompson.  The  latter  for  many  years 
was  one  of  the  most  popular  public  resorts  in  the  town,  and  all  stages 
stopped  there.  Later  proprietors  of  this  famous  inn  have  been  John 
Whittaker,  Levi  Parker,  Franklin  A verill  and  fames  H.  Gabler.  About 
1820  a  hotel  was  built  ai  Sliter's  Corners  by  Clement  Sliter,  after  whom 
the  hamlet  was  named.  About  the  same  time  John  Bowers  had  a 
hotel  at  Glass  Louse.  About  1840  John  Millar  built  a  hotel  at  South 
Sand  Lake.  Lewis  Bullock  had  one  on  the  old  "Bullock  place"  as 
earl)' as  ]  sou,  possibly  before  that  year.  Other  early  tavern-keepers 
in  the  town  were  Theodorus  Gregory,  Pliny  Miller  and  Jacob  liege- 
man. 

The  first  store  at  Sand  Lake  was  started  about  \70~>  by  Solomon 
Taylor.  Later  on  Thomas  Thompson  and  Calvin  Thompson  became 
successful  merchants,  and  still  later  Stephen  Gregory.  At  Glass 
House  the  first  merchant  was  Daniel  M.  Gregory.  About  1830  Frank- 
lin Averill  conducted  a  store  at  Sliter's  Corners",  and  about  the  same 
time  William  Stevens  established  one  at  South  Sand  Lake,  which  in  its 
early  days  was  known  as  Stevens  Corners.  Soon  after  Nicholas  Lester 
entered  into  business  there.  At  West  Sand  Lake  Barnhardt  Uline 
kept  a  small  store  in  connection  with  his  tavern.  Before  1830  William 
L.  Stewart,  then  William  H.  Snyder,  had  stores  in  the  same  locality. 

Dr.  Uriah  M.  Gregory  doubtless  was  the  first  physician  to  begin 
practice  in  the  town.  His  son,  Dr.  Charles  H.  Gregory,  was  also  a 
practitioner.  As  early  as  1820  Dr.  Asaph  Clark  was  in  practice.  At 
Sliter's  Corners  Dr.  Albert  ball  and  Dr.  Joseph  II.  Blniore  were  early 
physicians.  Dr.  Benjamin  fudson  opened  an  office  at  West  Sand  Lake 
about  is-.','..  Dr.  Philander  11.  Thomas,  Dr.  IMatt  Burton  and  Dr.  O. 
IS.  Lansing  were  also  early  practitioners  there.  Among  other  physi- 
cians who  were'  in  practice  during  the  first  half  of  the  century  were 
Dr.  Lorenzo  D.  Streeter,  Dr.  Thomas  Browning,  Dr.  Diller,  Dr.  Nich- 
olas l!.  Harris  and  Dr.  Alexander  II.  Hull.  One  of  the  earliest  law- 
yers in  town  was  Cornelius  Snyder. 

The  first  turnpike  in  Sand  Lake  was  established  about  1705,  and  ex- 
tended from  Albany  to  Berlin.  About  thirty  years  afterward  the  Troy 
and  Sand  Lake  turnpike  was  constructed,  and  a  short  time  afterward 
the  Eastern  Union  turnpike,  which  had  its  eastern  terminus  in  Han- 
cock, Mass.,  and  ran  through  Sand  Lake  village,  was  built. 

The  early  records  of  the  town  meetings  in  Sand  Lake,  unfortunately, 
are  incomplete.    The  first  meeting  was  held  soon  after  the  organiza- 
65 
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tion  of  the  town  in  1812,  but  the  date  does  not  appear.  Ebenezer 
Gregory  was  elected  moderator  and  the  first  town  officers  chosen,  as 
far  as  can  be  determined  from  the  minutes  of  the  meeting,  were  school 
directors — Dr.  Uriah  M.  Gregory,  William  Gorsline  and  Samuel  Del- 
amater.  Ebenezer  Gregory  was  elected  poundmaster  and  fifty-eight 
overseers  of  highways  were  chosen  After  the  transaction  of  some 
further  business  the  following  additional  officers  were  chosen: 

Supervisor,  Calvin  Thompson;  town  clerk,  David  K.  Gregory;  assessors,  Law- 
rence Van  Alstyne,  John  Clint,  Ezra  Newton;  commissioners  of  highways,  John 
Stevens,  fohn  North,  Jacob  Royce ;  overseers  of  the  poor,  Stephen  Gregory,  Lewis 
Bullock;  collector,  Jonathan  Ford;  constables,  John  Dimcbarke,  Jonathan  Ford, 
Henry  Ford  ;  school  commissioners,  Aretus  Lyman,  foel  Bristol,  Ellis  Foster. 

Early  provision  was  made  for  the  schools  id'  the  town.  One  of  the 
first  buildings  devoted  to  this  purpose  was  located  on  the  road  between 
Sand  Lake  and  Sliter's  Corners,  about  midway  between  the  two  ham- 
lets. Soon  after  common  schools  were  established  at  several  other 
points  in  the  town.  There  were  also  several  other  well-conducted 
private  schools.  One  of  these  was  kept  by  Dr.  Joseph  H.  Elmore  and 
another  by  Mr.  Jaynes  at  Sliter's  Corners.  The  Sand  Lake  academy 
was  founded  in  L843  by  Mr.  Weston  and  was  the  first  graded  school  of 
high  standing  in  the  town.  The  Sand  Lake  collegiate  institute  was  es- 
tablished in  1852  by  William  II.  Scram  and  was  the  first  preparatory 
school  in  town.  It  was  conducted  with  great  success  for  many  years 
and  among  those  who  received  their  education  within  its  walls  were 
man)'  of  the  representative  men  of  the  town.  In  1S.VI  a  high  grade 
select  school  was  established  in  the  basement  of  the  Second  Lutheran 
church  at  West  Sand  Lake  (now  Averill  Park).  About  1  SOU  another 
was  started  at  Sliter's  Corners  by  Ilarvcv  II.  Boone. 

One  of  the  representative  institutions  of  the  town,  the  Mutual  In- 
surance Association  of  Sand  Lake,  Poestenkill,  Berlin  and  Stephentown, 
was  founded  May  :l  1 ,  L878,  the  first  directors  being  Joel  15.  Peck,  Dr. 
K.  W.  Carmichael,  Lewis  W.  Allendorph,  John  Vosburgh,  John  M. 
Miller,  John  Miller,  William  Upham  and  Arthur  M.  Peek.  The  first 
president  was  [oel  I!.  Feck. 

The  Averill  Park  Land  Improvement  association  was  organized 
several  years  ago,  principally  through  the  efforts  of  James  K.  Averill, 
who  has  probably  done  more  than  any  other  single  individual  to  further 
the  interests  of  the  town.  Mr.  Averill  is  alawyerwith  an  office  in  New 
York  city,  but  he  is  in  Averill  Park  weekly  looking  after  the  interests 
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of  the  association  and  the  village  generally.  An  extended  sketch  of 
his  life  appears  in  the  biographical  department  of  this  work. 

The  splendid  water-power  afforded  by  the  fall  in  the  bed  of  the  Wynants 
kill  was  utilized  to  advantage  at  an  earl)-  day,  and  numerous  manufac- 
turing" industries  have  been  established  from  time  to  time  along  the 
bank  of  the  stream.  As  early  as  the  year  1800  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer 
sold  to  a  glass  manufacturing  company  of  Sloan's,  Albany  count)',  a 
tract  of  5,000  acres  of  land  near  the  body  of  water  which  has  since  been 
known  as  Glass  lake.  One  of  the  principal  promoters  of  the  enterprise 
was  lames  Kane.  William  Richmond  and  Major  Thomas  Frothingham 
were  also  interested  in  the  works  early  in  their  history.  In  I  SI  0  the 
works  were  destroyed  by  lire.  Three  years  later  Isaac  B.  Fox  and 
Nathan  K.  Crandall  organized  a  new  company  and  built  a  new  factory 
tor  the  manufacture  of  window  glass.  The  latterdied  about  six  years  later, 
and  in  1830  Richard  J.  Knowlson  became  interested  in  the  concern. 
Stadlers,  Rueh  &  Co.  succeeded  to  the  business.  They  assigned  in 
1S3G,  and  from  that  year  to  1853  the  business  was  conducted  by  A.  R. 
&  S.  II.  Fox.  In  the  latter  year  the  buildings  were  again  burned  and 
the  manufacture  of  glass  was  discontinued.  For  man)'  years  the  man- 
ufacturers employed  from  seventy-live  to  one  hundred  hands,  and  the 
industry  was  the  principal  one  in  the  town  and  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant in  the  count)'. 

Saw  mills,  grist  mills  and  a  forge  were  established  on  the  banks  of 
the  Wynants  kill  at  an  earl)'  date,  increasing  in  numbers  as  the  demand 
warranted  it.  In  1800  a  forge  and  saw  mill  were  built  by  Thomas 
Thompson.  Twenty-five  years  afterward  Calvin  Thompson  built  a 
null,  which  was  first  run  by  Coleman  &  Hcminway  as  a  satinet  mill. 
In  the  building  hosier)'  was  subsequently  manufactured.  About  1822 
lOphraim  WhiUaker  built  a  tannery  on  the  banks  of  the  creek.  In  1802 
lames  Aken  built  a  hosiery  mill  on  its  site.  For  many  years  afterward 
it  was  operated  successively  by  Jephtha  Kidder,  Kidder  &  McCreedy, 
Kidder  &  North,  Nelson  P.  Aken  and  Nicholas  P.  Kane.  Early  in  the 
century  a  cotton  mill  was  run  by  Aretus  Lyman.  Conrad  Albridge 
also  operated  a  similar  establishment.  Arnold  &  Robinson,  then  Isaac 
McConihe  succeeded  to  the  business.  As  earl)'  as  1819  Albertson's  oil 
cloth  dressing  factory  was  in  operation,  which  was  abandoned  many 
years  ago.  Two  or  three  other  concerns  making  cloth  goods  or  knit 
goods  were  in  operation  in  the  town  during  the  first  half  of  the  present 
century.    Andrew  J.  Smart's  paper  mill  was  erected  about  1817  or  18-18 
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by  Staats  D.  Tompkins,  who  sold  it  about  1805  to  Eugene  Merwin  and 
John  W.  Merwin.  Ten  years  later  it  became  the  property  of  Mr. 
Smart,  John  Van  Heusen  built  a  satinet  mill  about  LS32  on  the  site 
of  the  old  Knowlson  mill.  The  building  was  burned  in  1874,  but  re- 
built at  once  by  Andrew  B.  Knowlson.  Fonda  &  Sipperly  had  an  early 
saw  mill  at  Averill  Park,  and  at  the  same  point  George  Sipperly  had  a 
cloth  dressing  establishment  soon  after.  In  1.865  a  hosiery  mill  was 
established  on  the  same  water  privilege  by  John  11.  Akin  and  John  Mc- 
Laren. 

In  the  War  of  the  Revolution  many  of  the  men  of  Sand  Lake  gave 
their  services  to  their  country.  While  the  list  of  those  serving  has  not 
been  preserved,  among  those  who  are  known  to  have  been  in  the  Con- 
tinental army  were  Thomas  Thompson,  Major  Thomas  Frothingham, 
Ebenezer  Lane,  Daniel  Peek,  David  Arnold,  Henry  Wetby,  Joseph 
Huntington,  fohn  Croat  and  Robert  Burroughs.  Among  those  serv- 
ing in  the  War  of  1812  were  Peter  Sipperly,  Philip  Snyder,  Paul  Wat- 
tenpaugh  and  Philip  Lafite. 

Sand  Lake  came  promptly  to  the  rescue  of  the  government  in  the 
beginning  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  One  hundred  and  three  resi- 
dents of  the  town  enlisted,  and  of  these  the  following  (.lied  in  the  ser- 
vice : 

Joseph  Crape,  Charles  A.  Smith,  Francis  Ilendrick,  Nelson  Clements,  Marcus 
Peek,  Samuel  Dowling,  Barnard  S.  Uline,  John  Z.  Robbins,  William  Slenimer, 
Scranton  10.  Wade,  William  11.  Saxby,  Andrew  Trumble,  Harney  Marvin,  Krvin  10. 
Cole,  Albert  10.  Adams,  M.  Knowlton,  Loroy  M.  Hawkins  and  John  Willy. 

The  majority  of  those  in  the  service  enlisted  in  the  regiments  organ- 
ized in  Rensselaer  county. 

None  of  the  hamlets  in  Sand  Lake  are  very  large.  Of  these  Sand 
Lake  village,  as  it  is  commonly  known,  is  in  the  central  part  of  the 
town,  and  is  the  centre  of  several  small  hamlets,  all  known  under  the 
general  name  of  Sand  Lake.  From  time  to  time  several  small  mills 
and  manufactories  of  various  kinds  have  been  located  there,  the  prin- 
cipal ones  being  woolen  mills,  a  cotton-warp  mill  and  a  paper  mill. 
It  is  also  well  supplied  with  stores  and  hotels  and  the  usual  comple- 
ments of  small  villages.  Probably  the  first  postmaster  was  Dr.  Uriah 
M.  Gregory.  The  industries  of  the  place  have  enjoyed  quite  a  boom 
in  recent  years,  and  it  is  also  becoming  a  favorite  summer  resort  with 
many  inhabitants  of  Troy,  Albany  and  other  cities.  The  village  is 
located  in  a  picturesque  spot,  and  the  lake,  well  stocked  with  fish,  is 
an  increasing  attraction  to  the  summer  guests. 
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Averill  Turk,  formerly  West  Sand  Lake,  is  really  an  independent 
and  comparatively  new  hamlet  located  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
original  West  Sand  Lake,  which  still  bears  its  own  name.  The  place 
is  picturesquely  located  at  the  southeastern  terminus  of  that  part  of 
the  'Pro)'  &  New  England  railroad  which  has  been  constructed  since 
1805,  and  is  rapidly  growing,  it  was  named  in  honor  of  the  Averill 
family,  of  whom  Hon.  fames  K.  Averill  has  become  a  most  conspicu- 
ous member.  Through  his  efforts  the  Averill  Park  band  Improve- 
ment company  was  organized  a  few  years  ago,  since  which  time  the 
hamlet  has  been  greatly  improved.  Averill  Park  has  excellent  hotels 
and  a  few  small  industries.  The  post  office  was  established  a  few  years 
.since  and  is  located  near  the  terminus  of  the  Troy  &  New  England 
railway. 

West  Sand  Lake  is  located  a  short  distance  from  Averill  Park  and  is 
a  picturesque  hamlet.  It  has  several  manufacturing  industries,  four 
churches  and  a  number  of  stores.  The  post  office  was  established 
about  L840  with  Frost  Myers  as  postmaster.  The  place  was  formerly 
called  Ulinesville,  in  honor  of  Barnhardt  Uline,  the  first  settler. 

Sliter's  Corners  is  located  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  east  of  Sand 
Lake  village,  and  received  its  name  from  the  Sliter  family,  pioneer 
settlers.     Its  industries  are  small  and  not  numerous. 

Smith  Sand  Lake,  as  its  name  implies,  is  located  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  town,  not  far  from  the  Schodack  line.  The  post-office  was 
established  thereabout  1800. 

Glass  House  is  located  at  the  point  where  the  old  glass  factories  were 
established,  a  short  distance  southeast  of  Sliter's  Corners,  near  Class 
lake.     h  was  originally  called  Rensselaer  Village. 

The  first  chin  ch  in  town  was  erected  by  the  Lutherans  in  the  earliest 
days  of  the  town,  and  was  built  of  logs.  It  was  taken  down  in  18.10 
and  removed  to  West  Sand  Lake,  where  it  has  since  been  known  as 
the  First  Lutheran  church  of  West  Sand  Lake.  One  of  its  earliest 
benefactors  was  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer. 

The  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Sand  Lake  was  organized  January 
7,  1805,  by  members  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Nassau,  who 
united  with  Presbyterians  residing  in  Sand  Lake  to  form  the  new  soci- 
ety. It  was  originally  known  as  the  Protestant  society  and  was  organ- 
ized as  the  Presbyterian  church  in  December,  ISOS.  Before  the  town 
of  Sand  Lake  was  erected  it  was  known  as  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  of  Creenbush,  ch tinging  its  name  upon   the  organization  of 
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Sand  Lake.  For  many  years  the  society  worshipped  in  the  old  Union 
church,  which  later  became  the  property  of  the  Baptist  society.  In 
18;S5  the  congregation  built  a  church  of  their  own  at  Sliter's  Corners. 
The  first  pastor  of  whom  there  is  any  record  was  the  Rev.  John  Reyes, 
who  served  from  1.808  to  181.2. 

The  Sand  Lake  Baptist  church  was  founded  in  1831,  the  members 
coming  from  the  Baptist  churches  of  Schodack  and  the  Second  Baptist 
church  of  Nassau.  The  Rev.  Calvin  Williams,  the  first  regular  pastor, 
served  from  January,  1832,  to  November,  1833.  The  society  began  to 
worship  in  the  Union  church,  which  was  built  in  the  first  decade  of  the 
present  century,  and  which  it  has  used  for  many  years, 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  of  West  Sand  Lake  dates  from  the 
year  1837,  most  of  the  members  coming  from  the  first  Lutheran  church 
established  in  the  village.  Its  first  pastor  was  the  Lev.  fohn  \).  Law- 
yer, who  had  been  pastor  of  the  first  Lutheran  church.  The  house  of 
worship  was  dedicated  October  5,  1839,  and  was  repaired  in  1864. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Sand  Lake  has  been  established 
many  years,  but  just  when  the  first  society  was  formed  is  not  known, 
as  the  early  records  are  indefinite  on  this  point.  Clark's  chapel,  erected 
in  1834,  was  originally  connected  as  a  charge  with  the  Nassau  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  later  with  the  Glass  House  church  and  finally 
with  Sand  Lake.  O.live  chapel,  at  Sand  Lake,  was  built  in  1874.  It 
was  first  connected  with  the  church  at  West  Sand  Lake,  but  became  a 
part  of  the  Sand  Lake  charge  in  1S7S.  The  Rev.  William  W.  Whitney 
was  its  first  regular  pastor.  The  church  at  Glass  House  and  Clark's 
chapel  were  for  some  time  one  charge. 

The  church  lit  West  Sand  Lake  known  as  the  Salem  German  church 
of  the  Evangelical  .Association  was  founded  in  18-15,  and  services  be- 
gan  in  tin.'  old  Lutheran  church  with  the  Rev,  |.  '  Margquardt  as  pas- 
tor. One  building  served  for  a  church  and  parsonage  for  several  years, 
or  until  1805,  when  a  church  edifice  was  erected.  In  1 S58  a  branch 
church  was  organized  on  the  hill  two  miles  away,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Greusce- 
bach.  In  1800  a  house  of  worship  was  built  for  the  use  of  the  second 
church,  the  two  societies  being  one  pastoral  charge. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  West  Land  Lake  was  organized 
some  time  about  1835,  but  regular  meetings  were  not  held  until 
1843  or  1844.  The  construction  of  a  meetinghouse  near  West  Sand 
Lake  was  begun  soon  after  the  formation  of  the  society,  but  it  was  left 
unfinished  for  several  years.     It  was  finally  completed  and  removed 
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nearer  the  centre  of  population  at  that  point.  During  its  early  history 
services  were  in  charge  of  local  preachers,  the  first  of  whom,  as  near  as 
can  be  learned,  was  Asa  Hand. 

St.  Henry's  Roman  Catholic  church  at  Sand  Lake  started  in  a  mis- 
sion established  in  1 80S  by  the  Rev.  Father  Hopkins  of  St.  Francis's 
church  of  Troy.  The  Rev.  Father  Gabriels,  afterward  bishop,  who 
was  connected  with  St.  Joseph's  provincial  seminary  at  Troy,  held  the 
first  regular  services,  remaining  until  1870.  Work  upon  the  church 
edifice  was  begun  in  the  fall  of  1869,  and  the  church  was  incorporated 
January  4,  L870.  Chapels  at  Nassau  and  East  Poestenkill  were  con- 
nected with  St.  Henry's  church  soon  after  its  establishment. 

SuiMCKVISOHS  OF   SAN])  LAKE.1 

1818-1819,  Calvin  Thompson;  1820,  A.  Lyman;  1821-1822,  Lewis  Bullock;  182!!, 
George  Sipperly ;  1824,  J.  Brower ;  1825,  N.  B.  Harris;  1826,  Calvin  Thompson ;  1827, 
William  F.  Averill;  1828-1831,  II.  R.  Bristol;  1832,  N.  B.  Harris;  1833,  G.  Sipperly; 
1834,  N.  B.  Harris;  1835,  (.5.  Reed;  1830-1837,  M.  Peek;  1838-1841,  George  Morton; 
1842-1844,  J.  I.  Vosburgh;  181."),  George  Sipperly;  1846,  S.  Coons;  1847,  Calvin 
Sliter;  1848-1850,  A.  II.  Pox;  1851,  C.  Sliter;  1852-1853,  A.  Mott;  1854-1855,  N.  Up- 
ham;  1856-1857,  O.  Morton;  1858-1860,  1'.  H.Thomas;  1861,  W.Stevens;  1862-1865, 
Joel  B.  Peek;  1800-1867,  B.  A.  Thomas,  1868-1869,  J.  1'..  Peek;  1870-1871,  M.  Rob- 
inson; 1872-1873,  S.  M.  Lester,  1874,  J.  II.  Bonesteel;  187;",,  John  II.  Alsin;  1*76. 
David  Morton;  1878-1880,  Milo  Robinson;  1881,  Arthur  M.  Peek;  1882,  Andrew  J. 
Smart;  18s;i,  Arthur  M.  Peek;  1S84,  Andrew  J.  Smart;  1885,  William  Moul  f  1880, 
Andrew  J.  Smart ;  1887,  William  I']. ham;  1888,  A.  I).  McConihe;  1 889-1890,  Sanford 
B.  Morton;  1891,  Chris.  Crape,  1892-1895;  Charles  Holser;  1896  ,  E.  B.  Boyce. 

Town  Ci.krks  ov  Sa\i>  Lakk. 

1813,  David  K.  Gregory;  ISM  1815,  William  Foster;  lSlii  ISIS,  William  Finch; 
1819  1822,  Simon  Tenny;  1S23  182-1.  Marcus  Peek;  1825  1826,  William  F.  Averill; 
L827-1833,  Marcus  Peek;  1834,  Peter  F.  Westervelt;  1835-1837,  John  I.  Vosburgh; 
1838-1839,  John  H.  Gregory;  1840,  Calvin  Sliter;  1841,  John  H.  Gregory;  1842-1843, 
Solomon  Coons;  1844,  Reuben  A.  Thomas;  1845,  S.  V.  R.  Cole;  1846,  David  Fonda; 
1847,  David  Luce;  1848,  Lorenzo  M.  Lown;  1849-1850,  William  L.  Stewart,  jr.; 
1851,  Jacob  Boyce;  1852,  W.  M.  Wicks;  1853,  Joseph  Alden;  1854,  William  II.  Lyons; 
1855,  Samuel  D.  Seymour;  1856,  Harmon  West  fall ;  1857,  George  Sliter;  1858, 
Albert  II.  Dutcher;  18511- 1. Sill ,  George  Sliter;  18(12,  D.  K.  Barnes;  1863,  William  H. 
Ford;  1864,  B.M.Wilkinson;  1865,  Jeffrey  P.  Thomas;  1866-1867,  David  Morton; 

'The  courteous  assistance  <•(  John  10.  Martin,  esq.,  town  clerk  of  Sand  bake,  in  compiling  these 
lists  of  town  ollicers,  is  gratefully  acknowledged.    I  luring  certain  years  the  records  were  unsat- 
isfactory, bin  the  names  and  dates  given  are  as  nearly  correct  as  il  is  possible  In  ol>iain  them, 
*  Died  i"  May,  1HS5;  Andrew  J.  Smal  l  elected  to  till  vacancy. 
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1868,  Lewis  Robins;  1869,  Washington  Snyder;  1870-1871,  Sylvester  M.  Lester; 
1872-1873,  George  P.  Rogers;  1874-1875,  Alvin  II.  Cipperly;  1876-1880,  Arthur  M. 
Peek;  1881-1885,  James  C.  Cotton;  1886-1888,  San  ford  B.  Morton;  1889-1895,  Prank 
Peltit;  1896  ,  John  P.  Martin. 

Justices  of  thk  Pkaci;  ok  Sand  Lakk. 

1830,  Marcus  Peek;  1831,  William  P.  Averill;  1832,  Eleazer  Flint;  1833,  Carpenter 
G.  Conk lin ;  1884,  William  P.  Stew  art  ;  1835,  Marcus  Peek  ;  1836,  William  P.  Averill, 
Eleazer  Flint;  1837,  William  P.  Averill;  1838,  Jacob  Hegemau ;  1839,  Marcus  Peek, 
John  Wood;  1 840,  Jacob  Wheeler,  Ebenezer  Barringer;  1841,  Rescome  H.  Wheeler, 
Ebenezer  Barringer;  18-12,  George  Carnryck;  1843,  Marcus  Peek;  1844,  Jacob 
Wheeler,  Eleazer  Woostcr;  1845,  Eleazer  Wooster ;  1846,  George  Carnryck ;  1847, 
Marcus  Peek;  1848,  Jacob  Wheeler,  Willard  Foster,  Joseph  Bly;  1849,  Cornelius 
Schermerhorn ;  1851,  B.  F,  Foster,  Adam  Mott;  1852,  Jacob  Boyce;  1853,  Cornelius 
Schermerhorn;  1854,  Lewis  Sliter,  William  S.  Stewart;  1855,  William  Moul,  |ohn  P. 
Lape,  Thomas  Brewer;  1850,  Jacob  Wheeler;  1857,  Cornelius  Schermerhorn;  1858, 
William  M.  Horton;  859,  Joel  B.  Peek,  William  .Moul;  1860,  S.  1).  Seymour,  Joshua 
Coons;  1862,  George  Sliter;  18G3,  William  Moul;  1864,  B.  A  Thomas,  William  M. 
Horton;  1805,  Lewis  Sliter;  1866,  William  M.  Horton;  1807,  William  Moul;  1868, 
John  P.  Pape;  1  s(><>.  Moses  Coal;  1870,  James  Clark;  1871,  William  Moul;  1872, 
Burton  A.  Thomas;  1871!,  William  M.  Horton;  1874,  Jeremiah  Conant,  Moses  Co  ill; 
1875,  William  Moul  ,  1876,  Burton  A.  Thomas ;  1877,  Prank  Pettit,  Joel  B.  Peck; 
1878,  Joel  B.  Peek,  IP  A.  Cook;  1879,  William  Moul;  1880,  C.  Snyder;  1881,  Albert 
Kilmer;  1882,  Ezra. W.  Knowltou  ;  1883,  William  Moul ;  1884,  E.  J.  P.  Sliter ;  1885, 
Albert  Kilmer;  1885,  A.  H.  Cipperly  (appointed  to  till  vacancy);  1880,  A.  II.  Cip- 
perly; 1887,  Addison  .P.  Lape;  1888,  C.  Snyder;  1880,  Albert  Kilmer ;  1890,  Addison 
P.  Pape;  1891,  Addison  Uline;  18112.  E.  M.  Gregory,  Le  Grand  M.  Turner  (appointed 
to  lil!  vacancy);  1893,  San  ford  15.  Horton;  1894,  Le  Grand  M.  Turner;  1895,  Addi- 
son Uline;  1896,  AlpheUS  Bailey. 
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CHAPTER  .W'VIII. 
TOWN  OF  BRUNSWICK. 

The  town  of  Brunswick  was  formed  from  Troy  March  20,  1807.  It 
is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Lansingburgh  and  Pittstown,  on  the  cast 
by  Grafton,  on  the  south  by  Poestenkill  and  North  Grecnbush,  and  on 
the  west  by  the  city  of  Troy  and  the  town  of  Lansingburgh.  The 
surface  of  the  town  is  undulating.  In  its  eastern  portions  are  the  hills 
which  form  apart  of  the  Petersburg!)  range,  some  points  of  which 
reach  an  altitude  of  nearly  a  thousand  feet.  Every  portion  of  the 
town  is  more  than  200  feet  above  the  Hudson  river,  or  the  level  of  the 
sea.  The  principal  stream  is  the  Poestcn  kill,  which  (lows  northerly, 
then  westerly  through  the  southwestern  pan  of  the  town,  entering  the 
Hudson  river  at  Troy.  This  stream  furnishes  valuable  water  power  in 
the  town,  which  has  been  utilized  since  the  earliest  inhabitants  located 
in  Brunswick.  Branches  of  the  Poesten  kill  include  the  Ottacken  kill 
and  Sweet  Milk  creek.  In  the  northern  part  of  the  town  are  some  of 
the  sources  of  the  Tomhannock  creek.  The  town  is  rich  in  natural 
scenery,  some  of  which  is  quite  striking. 

In  all  probability  Brunswick  was  settled  as  early  as  L7-1-5,  possibly 
even  earlier.  But  little  is  known  of  the  first  inhabitants.  When  the 
site  of  the  city  ol  Troy  was  settled  early  farmers  began  locating  on 
the  hills  east  of  the  city,  and  it  is  extremely  probable  that  some  of 
these  formed  homes  along  the  western  borders  and  within  the  present 
limits  of  the  town. 

One  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  whom  anything  definite  is  known  was 
John  Fonda,1  who  is  said  to  have  removed  to  Brunswick  from  Albany 
county  about  1.750.  He  had  a  farm  of  500  acres  in  the  western  part  of 
the  town,  and  he  and  his  descendants  were  prominent  in  public  affairs. 
By  the  year  1760  several  Gei'man  families  had  also  located  in  that 
neighborhood.  There  is  no  record  of  their  names  or  their  doings. 
Many  of  these  had   undoubtedly  resided  there   several    years  before 

i  Frequently  found  spelled  Punda  and  Pondy, 
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Mr.  Fonda  located  in  the  town.  Evidence  of  this  earlier  settlement  is 
seen  in  a  receipt  given  Johannes  Hainer  for  dry  goods  purchased  at  a 
manor  store,  the  paper  hearing  date  of  May  31,  K  id.  Another  paper 
of  like  character  is  dated  January  'I,  1717. 

Little  is  known  regarding  the  history  of  the  town  prior  to  Revo- 
lutionary times.  As  earl}'  as  1707  several  farmers  had  purchased  land 
in  the  town.  Among  them  were  Hans  Hayner,1  Jacob  Ouackenboss 
(Quackenbush),  Hans  Miiller,  David  Benn,  Adam  Beem,  Fran/  Hogg, 
Jacob  Van  Arnam,  Melgert  Fret,  and  families  named  Borck,  Outhoudt, 
Watson  Fischer,  Clum,  Springer,  Goewey,  Braunschweiger  (Bruns- 
wicker),  Coons  and  Hardwick.  Major  Flores  Bancker,  who  served  in 
the  Revolutionary  War  and  who  was  a  surveyor,  was  also  an  early 
settler.  He  occupied  the  farm,  afterwards  in  the  possession  of  the 
wealthy  and  well-known  Derrick  family,  now  prominently  represented 
by  Hon.  Richard  A.  Derrick.  About  1770  Henry  Dator  ( Dater)  moved 
to  a  farm  which  has  since  remained  in  possession  of  the  family  he 
founded  in  Brunswick,  In  1809  some  of  the  prominent  inhabitants  of 
the  town  were : 

Homy  I.  Hanor,  Barnet  Wager,  Henry  Wager,  John  I.  Wager,  George  I.  Wager, 
Isaial)  Wager,  George  Wager,  John  Manor,  Isaac  File,  Lodewick  Snyder,  Jacob 
Snyder,  George  Snyder,  Henry  [Lam,  Nathan  Betts,  I'm  well  Betts,  Jacob  Seher- 
merhorn,  Abraham  Lansing,  Samuel  Derick,  Charles  Derick,  Isaac  Taylor,  William 
Cleveland,  David  Coe,  Benjamin  Brewster,  Jacob  I.  Wager,  John  P.  Coons,  Moses 
Avery,  William  Lamport,  Andrus  Colehammer,  Barnet  I.  Wager,  Paul  Smith, 
Michael  Cipperly,  Solomon  Bulson,  Abraham  Bulson,  Cornelius  Bulson,  Alexander 
Bulson,  Luther  Hauer,  Martinus  Haner,  Christian  Bonestecl,  Alexander  Bulson,  jr  . 
Barent  Cipperly,  Jacob  Cipperly,  Henry  C.  L-Iydoru,  Peter  Hydorn,  John  Hydorn 
jr.,  Aaron  Ferris,  |ohn,  Robert,  (ierrit  and  llerbert  Lansing,  Adam  ami  Henry 
Clum,  Henry  Clum,  jr.,  David  Cropsey,  |ohn  Croukhile,  Valentine  Cropsey,  Samuel 
W,  McChesney,  William  McChesney,  Adam  MeChesney,  Samuel  R.  McChesney, 
Matthias  Coons,  Abraham  File,  Philip  11.  Coonradt,  Nathan  Belts,  jr.,  Everett  Day, 
Nicholas  ShefTer,  jr.,  Robert  McChesney,  Hugh  McChesney,  Joseph  McChesney, 
Francis  Collison,  Samuel  Simmons,  Henry  Simmons,  Thomas  Cotteral  (Cottrell?), 
Joshua  Simmons,  Peter  I.  Ue  Freest,  Anthony  Smith,  Daniel  Fonda,  Hermanns 
Simmons,  Coourad  Colehammer,  Coonrad  Sharp,  fohn  Fouda,  Jeremiah  Simmons, 
Jacob  Leversee  (sometimes  spelled  Leverse),  Jacob  Van  Arnam,  John  G.  Yates,  Adam 
Yates,  John,  Daniel  and  ( Jeorge  I  ioe\vey,  Cornelius  Swartwout,  Derick  Vanderheyden, 
Moses  Dusenbury,  Nicholas,  Frederick  and  John  Bonesteel,  Jacob  Derrick,  Isaac  Mc- 
Chesney, Henry  Myers,  John  Finckle,  John  Filkins,  George  and  Jacob  Springer, and 
Jacob  Springer,  jr.,  John  Moid,  Wandal  Cole,  James  Cole,  jr.,  Wilhelmus  Coons, 
Adam  Clichner,  George  Colehammer,  Paul  Snyder,  Thomas  Brewer,  Luther  Lyman. 


l  Frequently  spelled  Hainer. 
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Anthony,  George  and  Philip  Derrick,  Andrew  Hanaman,  Henry  Hanaman,  William 
McChesney,  Samuel  McChesney,  Thomas  Betts,  limerson  Fay. 

One  of  the  first  taverns  in  Brunswick  was  kept  by  Nathan  Betts  on 
the  farm  now  occupied  by  lion.  Richard  A.  Derrick.  Another  was  kept 
by  a  man  named  File,  and  was  located  near  the  site  of  the  old  Lu- 
theran church  about  1700.  Among  the  early  taverns  on  the  "Stone 
road  "  were  those  of  Leonard  Smith  and  Lodewick  Stanton.  Among 
the  early  physicians  were  Dr.  Buckland  and  Dr.  Collins  at  Centre 
Brunswick,  and  Dr.  Scriven,  Dr.  Hdlsapple  and  Dr.  Westervelt  at 
Eagle  Mills.  Other  early  tavernkeepers  were  John  Wilson,  John  Gray, 
Leonard  Smith,  Joseph  Golden,  Daniel  Way,  George  Morrison,  John 
Wheeler,  Paul  Smith,  Henry  Bonesteel,  Sylvanus  Lndden,  [acob  Der- 
rick, Henry  Snyder,  Henry  A.  Clum  and  others. 

Brunswick  was  probabl}'  so  named  either  in  honor  of  one  of  the  pio- 
neer families  of  the  town,  the  Braunschweigers,  or  from  the  nationality 
of  some  of  the  early  German  settlers.  The  town  was  incorporated 
March  20,  1807,  and  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  following  April  the 
town  government  was  organized  at  the  hotel  of  Nathan  Betts  on  the 
"  Stone  road."    The  officers  elected  at  that  meeting  were: 

Supervisor,  ['lores  Bancker;  town  clerk,  Daniel  Wager;  assessors,  Daniel  Sim- 
mons, Gilbert  Alexander  and  Levinus  Leversee;  collector,  Barnard  J.  Wager;  over- 
seers of  the  poor,  Daniel  Simmons,  Augustus  Burdick;  commissioner  of  highways, 
Augustus  Burdick,  John  Filkins,  Isaac  Bucklin  ;  constables,  Thomas  Betts,  Gay  1. 
Goewey,  John  Filkins,  John  Willson,  Andrew  Myers,  Daniel  Riser,  Barnard  1.  Wa- 
ger, Abner  Roberts;  fence  viewers,  John  Wheeler,  Frederick  Meyers,  John  Wager, 
John  P.  Goevvey,  John  II.  Shaver;  poundmasters,  Gilbert  I.  Travels.  Hiram 
Clowes;  commissioners  of  schools,  Robert  McChesney,  Flores  Bancker,  Lemuel 
1  law  lev ;  overseers  ol  highways,  Abraham  Roberts,  Nathan  Belts,  George  Brust, 
Isaac  Filkins.  George  Cipperly,  Daniel  Van  Pelt,  Benjamin  Brewster,  John  Dick, 
Jacob  L.  Wager,  William  Smith,  Walter  McChesney,  Michael  Philips.  Philip  II. 
Coonradt,  Henry  Coonradt,  Cornelius  Du  Bois,  Lemuel  1-Iawley  and  Moses  Du- 
senbury. 

From  the  time  of  the  first  town  meeting  to  that  of  1812  there  is  no 
record  of  any  action  regarding  the  schools  of  the  town.  In  the  latter 
year  Flores  Bancker,  Lodewick  Stanton  and  Daniel  .Simmons  were 
chosen  school  commissioners.  In  this  year  there  were  a  number  of  dis- 
trict schools  in  various  parts  of  the  town.  Upon  the  introduction  of 
the  system  of  town  superintendents  in  IX  I  I  Luther  I).  Lddv  was  first 
chosen  to  fill  that  office.  His  successors  were:  L845,  Robert  Collins; 
184G-1847,  Isaac  B.   Button;  !  Si  8  1  SID,  James  J.  McChesney;  1850- 
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185;;,  Daniel  I).  Buc'klin;  185-1-1855,  Henry  Lohnes;  185G,  Ira  A.  But 
ton.     In  the  latter  year  the  control  of  the  schools  passed  into  the  hands 
of  district  commissioners. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  who  served  their  country  in  the  War  of 
the  Revolution  was  small,  on  account  of  the  limited  population  in  the 
town  at  that  time.  In  the  War  of  1ST  2  Major  Philip  Dater  served,  as 
did  a  few  other  inhabitants  of  the  town,  some  of  whom  joined  the 
Eddy  expedition  to  Plattsburgh.  The  records  relative  to  the  partici- 
pation of  the  men  of  Brunswick  in  these  wars  unfortunately  have  not 
been  carefully  preserved. 

Upon  the  opening  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  the  war  spirit  in 
Brunswick  ran  high.  When  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Reg- 
iment was  organized  Lieutenant  Hagadorn  and  about  thirty-five 
men  from  Brunswick  enlisted  ami  were  soon  bound  for  the  seat  of  war. 
When  the  second  call  for  troops  was  made  by  the  president,  Joseph  If. 
Allen  became  captain  of  a  full  company,  most  of  whom  were  residents 
of  Brunswick.  The  town  promptly  raised  all  the  money  necessary  for 
bounties  and  other  expenses,  and  every  quota  oi  men  demanded  was 
filled  with  commendable  promptness.  The  army  list  of  the  town  con- 
tains one  hundred  and  twenty-six  names,  but  a  few  of  these  came  from 
other  towns,  enlisting  in  Brunswick.  Those  who  died  while  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  were: 

James  M.  Casey,  Charles  Bruce,  Philip  Polock,  Ottman  Grimmerger,  Erison  Brim 
dage,  David  Luce,  Charles  A.  Simmons,  Levi  Wager,  Myron  1-5.  Major,  Charles  K. 
Dumbleton,  Samuel  Bulson  ami  William  Bergen. 

The  largest  and  most  important  village  in  the  town  is  Eagle  Mills, 
w  hich  is  sometimes  called  Millville.  The  name  was  given  to  the  place 
on  account  of  the  carl)'  location  at  that  point  of  the  ISagle  mills.  The 
Poesteri  kill  inns  through  the  village  and  furnishes  abundant  water 
power,  upon  which  several  manufacturing  industries  have  been  located 
fr< im  time  to  time. 

The  four-story  brick  building  now  standing  in  the  centre  of  the 
village  of  Eagle  Mills  is  a  monument  to  a  number  of  unsuccessful  en- 
terprises in  the  earlier  years  of  its  completion.  It  was  erected  in  1821, 
before  the  turnpike  was  laid  out  through  the  village,  by  Daniel  Shel- 
don, who  engaged  in  the  making  of  a  choice  brand  of  flour  for  the  home 
market,  drawing  his  wheat  from  Troy.  For  a  while  he  did  a  good 
business,  but  reverses  came  and  he  was  obliged  to  suspend  operations. 
The  building  was  kept  idle  for  a  while,  when  the  property  was  sold  to 
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James  Bumstead,  who  renovated  the  machinery  and  ran  it  as  a  feed 
mill;  but  not  finding  that  a  remunerative  business  after  a  few  years' 
trial,  he  disposed  of  the  property  to  James  McChesncy,  who  retained 
possession  of  it  for  a  short  time  and  without  changing  the  deed  in  his 
own  name  transferred  the  property  to  Catliu  &  Raxton,  who  began  the 
manufacture  of  augers  and  bits.  This  enterprise,  like  the  former 
ones,  was  short-lived  and  soon  abandoned.  The  property  was  then 
purchased  by  Groome  &  Shattuck,  who  began  the  manufacture  of 
monkey-wrenches.  After  a  lew  years'  engagement  in  this  enterprise 
they  concluded  it  was  not  profitable  and  suspended  work.  Groome  & 
Shattuck  sold  to  Paul  Smith,  now  of  Cropsey  ville,  who  began  a  business 
similar  to  that  in  which  he  is  now  engaged;  but  seeing  a  brighter  field 
for  operations  in  Cropsey  ville  he  sold  out  to  Col.  Joseph  II.  Allen,  who 
conceived  the  idea  of  converting  the  machinery  into  use  for  the  manu- 
facture of  large  hoes  for  the  southern  markets.  He  had  not  long  been 
thus  engaged  before  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  which  destroyed  his 
markets  and  sales,  and  he  turned  the  property  over  to  George  T.  Lane 
of  Troy,  who  retained  Col.  Allen  as  his  superintendent  and  sales  agent. 
While  Col.  Allen  had  charge  of  the  business  a  large  corps  of  help  was 
kept  employed,  and  it  was  a  great  industry  lor  the  village.  A  portion 
of  the  time  the  property  was  held  by  Col.  Allen  he  engaged  in  making 
chains  and  files,  but  this  was  an  experiment,  and  the  whole  business 
culminated  in  the  making  of  hoes  under  the  present  owner  and  mana- 
ger, George  T.  Lane. 

The  building  now  contains  a  large  amount  of  heavy  machinery,  in- 
cluding trip  hammers,  grinding  stones,  forges,  blasting  furnaces  and 
other  implements,  and  (wclvc or  fourteen  men  air  kept  employed  under 
the  di rect  ion  of  ( Jeorge  Livingston,  who  has  had  a  long  term  of  service 
in  the  different  departments  of  hoe  making.  A  good  man)'  tons  of 
iron  are  yearly  consumed  in  this  business.  Mr.  bane  is  the  only  pro- 
prietor who  has  engaged  in  a  successful  enterprise  in  this  building 
since  its  erection.  It  has  been  known  as  the  hoe  shop  for  upwards  of 
thirty-live  years. 

Eagle  Mills  has  also  been  the  site  for  several  other  manufactur- 
ing industries  of  less  importance.  A  foundry  for  the  manufacture  of 
plows  and  other  agricultural  implements  was  operated  for  many  years 
by  Hiram  Phillips,  and  Reuben  Simmons  owned  a  saw  mill  of  some 
importance.  The  village  is  located  in  the  centre  of  the  most  populous 
part  of  the  town,  and  many  of  the  farms  near  it  are  fertile  and  pro- 
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ductive.  Garden  farming  in  recent  years  has  become  an  important 
industry,  the  produce  finding'  a  ready  market  in  Troy. 

Centre  Brunswick,  located  north  of  the  centre  of  the  town,  upon  the 
"Stone  road,"  was  the  scene  of  considerable  activity  in  the  clays  of 
stages.  In  recent  years  it  has  become  a  quiet  hamlet.  The  old  Luth- 
eran church  is  located  just  east  of  the  hamlet. 

Haynerville  is  a  small  hamlet  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  and 
is  also  located  on  the  "Stone  road."  It  is  probably  the  oldest  centre  of 
population  in  Brunswick. 

Tamarack,  sometimes  formerly  called  Platestown,  once  was  a  thriv- 
ing community.     Halt  a  dozen  families  are  all  that  remain. 

East  Brunswick  is  located  on  the  Quacken  kill  above  Cropsey ville. 
It  sometimes  is  referred  to  as  Rock  Hollow,  an  appropriate  descriptive 
title.  The  creek  at  tins  point  has  numerous  fine  mill  privileges  knit 
they  have  not  been  properly  developed.  An  important  industr)  many 
years  ago  was  the  Lawt'on  twine  factory.  The  manufacture  of  brush- 
blocks  and  brush-handles  for  the  brush  factories  of  Lansingburgh  was 
begun  there  many  years  ago.  In  the  early  days  of  the  place  it  also 
boasted  a  tannery,  a  paint  mill,  a  paper  mill  and  a  sawmill. 

Cropsey  ville  is  probably  the  second  oldest  settlement  in  the  town. 
Paul  Smith's  grist  mill  and  saw  mill,  Daniel  Rockenstyre's  wagon  shop 
and  Green's  fulling  and  carding  mills  were  among  the  early  industries. 
The  amount  of  business  transacted  in  the  place  has  fallen  oil  con- 
siderably of  late. 

(Mum's  Corners  was  once  quite  a  prosperous  community  in  the  north- 
eastern part  of  tire  town.     Its  present  business  is  small. 

The  (  o lead  Evangelical  Lutheran  cong rogation  i >t  Centre  Brunswick  is 
the  oldest  church  organization  in  Rensselaer  county.  The  Gilead  congre- 
gation is  supposed  to  have  been  organized  about  174:2.  The  records  as 
far  back  as  L7il>  have  been  preserved.  It  is  claimed  that  a  log  church 
was  built  by  the  congregation  within  a  few  years  al  ter  the  above  date. 
The  first  pastor  who  is  known  to  have  served  this  congregation  was 
the  Rev.  Peter  Nicholas  Summer.  The  first  frame  church  was  built  in 
1775  and  was  located  near  the  village  of  Haynerville,  about  three 
miles  north  of  where  the  church  now  stands.  The  names  of  the  pas- 
tors who  served  this  church  from  1  7(10  to  L7G8  are  not  given,  although 
it  is  believed  they  went  over  to  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church.  The 
Rev.  Samuel  Schwerdfeger  was  pastor  from  L7(i8  to  L792,  the  Rev. 
George  Joseph  Wichterman  from  L7'92  to  L802,  the  Rev.  Anthony  T. 
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Braun  from  1802  to  LS12,  the  Rev.  John  Bachman  from  1812  to  1813, 
the  Rev.  John  Molther  from  1814  to  1.817.  In  L817  the  Rev.  William 
McCarthy  became  pastor  of  this  congregation,  in  connection  with 
Schaghticoke,  and  continued  to  serve  until  1821.  During  his  ministry 
the  "old  brick  church"  was  erected.  The  Rev.  John  R.  Goodman  be- 
came pastor  in  April,  L82.1,  and  continued  until  L828. 

After  the  Rev.  Mr.  Goodman  came  the  Rev.  J.  X.  Sendeiiing,  who 
served  for  twenty-five  years — from  November,  1  S:2S,  to  November, 
J  Soil.  This  was  the  period  of  the  church's  greatest  prosperity.  The 
Rev.  David  Kline  succeeded  Mr.  Senderling  in  1853,  and  served  the 
church  until  L8G4.  The  Rev.  P.  A.  Stroble  succeeded  him,  serving 
from  December,  1804,  until  L868.  During  Mr.  Stroble's  pastorate  the 
present  church  was  built.  The  corner  stone  was  laid  July  0,  1805,  and 
was  completed  and  dedicated  November  23,  18G5.  After  Mr.  Stroble 
the  Rev.  P.  M.  Rightmyer  was  pastor  from  1868  to  1871.  Then  came 
the  Rev.  A.  T.  Ludden.  He  remained  from  October,  1871,  to  Octo- 
ber, 1875;  the  Rev.  J.  X.  Harnett,  1 870  to  1 879 ;  the  Rev.  I.  J.  Delo, 
1880  to  L884;  the  Rev.  J.  N.  Morris,  1884  to  18SS.  The  Rev.  J.  II. 
Weaver,  the  present  pastor,  commenced  his  ministry  in  July,  1888,  ami 
is  now  serving  the  congregation  of  about  325  members.  The  church 
edifice  was  begun  in  1775,  but  on  account  of  the  hard  times  and  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  it  was  not  completed  until  L789.  It  was  located 
at  Haynerville  on  the  site  of  the  old  log  church  built  about  17-1'.). 

The  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Brunswick  originated  in  1809,  when 
preaching  services  were  inaugurated  by  the  Rev.  fohn  Kcvcs  "in  the 
school  house  near  Mr.  Matthias  Abbott."  The  society  was  regularly 
organized  the  following  summer,  and  incorporated  August  19,  1810. 
Part  of  the  lime  services  were  held  in  a  barn.  Early  in  1 S 1 2  work 
upon  a  house  of  worship  was  begun,  and  Mr.  Keyes  preached  for  the 
first  time  in  the  edifice  June  :>  1  of  that  year.  July  11,  IS1G,  seventeen 
members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Troy  organized  as  the 
Church  of  Christ,  and  the  Rev.  fohn  Younglove  became  their  first 
regular  pastor.  The  society  was  reorganized  and  reincorporated  in 
1825,  and  the  church  was  at  once  thoroughly  repaired.  In  the  spring 
of  ISiil  the  old-fashioned  church  was  thoroughly  remodeled  to  conform 
to  the  modern  style  of  architecture,  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev. 
Samuel  M.  Wood,  at  an  expense  of  over  $2,500.  Since  then  it  has  been 
repaired  and  made  more  attractive. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Eagle  Mills  was  not  organized 
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until  1849,  the  certificate  of  incorporation  bearing  date  of  April  2  of 
that  year.  But  a  Methodist  class  was  formed  in  the  town  as  early  as 
1801.  In  L810  Troy  including  Brunswick,  became  one  charge  with 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Phoebus  as  pastor.  This  relation  continued  tor  many 
years.  The  church  at  Centre  Brunswick  was  organized  February  2, 
L835,  and  was  the  outgrowth  of  the  early  meetings  referred  to.  The 
church  at  East  Brunswick  was  organized  March  28,  1874,  and  a  house 
of  worship  was  erected  soon  after  that  date. 

The  church  of  the  Disciples  of  Christ  filed  its  certificate  of  incorpora- 
tion February  27,  1854,  though  the  society  was  organized  December  14, 
18.52.  In  the  summer  following  organization  the  church  edifice  was 
erected  and  was  dedicated  February  5,  1854.  The  first  pastor  was 
Elder  Silas  E.  Shepherd. 

The  most  recently  organized  church  in  the  town  is  the  Memorial 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  The  history  ol  this  society  is  briefly  re- 
lated as  follows  by  the  Rev.  E.  C.  Farwell  :  There  is  a  record  of  a  class 
being  held  here  as  early  as  1835.  But  little  was  (.lone  here  before  18G0, 
when  a  Sunday  school  was  organized  with  lames  Cornell  as  superin- 
tendent, who  held  his  position  until  1877.  The  first  bell  in  the  church 
bore  his  name  as  a  memorial  of  faithful  service.  Previous  to  188G 
whatever  preaching  services  were  held  were  in  the  school  house,  the 
minister  then  residing  at  Centre  Brunswick.  In  1880  money  was  raised 
and  the  Memorial  church  built,  being  dedicated  December  1  (J  of  that 
year  and  disconnected  from  the  Brunswick  charge,  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Monro  being  pastor.  The  cost  of  the  edifice  was  about  $10,000.  A 
parsonage  was  completed  in  1889,  costing  i»>3,200.  Sunday  morning, 
November  I  i,  1889,  the  church  was  totally  dostroved  by  lire;  but  noth- 
ing daunted  the  people  set  to  work  at  once  to  rebuild,  ami  a  church 
costing  jjjS'l 2,000  was  dedicated  July  20,  1890.  The  church  property  is 
now  free  from  all  indebtedness.  The  names  of  the  pastors  of  the  Me- 
morial church  are:  Thomas  Monro,  1.880—1887;  Frederick'  Lowndes, 
1888-1890;  P.  F  Youlen,  1891.-1892;  T.B.Gardner,  1893-1895;  E  C. 
Farwell,  189G  . 

Supervisors  of  Brunswick. 

1807-1809,  L'lores  Bancker;  1810-1811,  Sebastian  Lohnes;  1812-1822,  Daniel  Sim- 
mons; 1823-1825,  Lodewick  Stanton;  1826-1829,  Daniel  Simmons;  1830-18315,  John 
Wheeler;  1834  1835,  Daniel  Simmons ;  1830-1839,  Martin  Springer;  18-10,  Theodoras 
Dusenbury;  1841  18-12,  Henry  A.  Chun  ;  1843,  Theodoras  Dusenbury;  1844,  Many 
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Betts;  1845,  Jabe  Green;  1840,  George  Derick;  1847,  Theodoras  Dnsenbury;  184*- 
1850,  Henry  McChesney;  1851,  William  Lape;  1852,  Henry  Morrison;  1853,  Martin 
Springer;  1854-1855,  William  Lape;  1850-1857,  Joseph  H.Allen;  1858-1859,  Alansou 
Cook;  1860-18(31,  William  Lape;  1802^1864,  William  McChesney;  18C5-18G8,  Abram 
Bulson;  1869-1870,  William  Lape;  1871-1872,  William  McChesney ;  1873-1874,  Joseph 
Lord;  1875-1876,  Jacob  Brust;  1877,  Daniel  L.  Van  Pelt;  1878,  Paul  Springer;  1879 
1881,  Robert  Morrison;  1882,  Edward  McChesney;  1883-1884,  William  Lape;  1885- 
1886,  Joseph  Lord;  1887,  Thomas  II.  Betts;  1888-1890,  Richard  A.  Derrick.1 

Town  Clerks  of  Brunswick. 

1807,  Daniel  Wager;  1808-1810,  Daniel  Simmons;  1811-1817,  Martin  Springer; 
1818,  John  M.  File,  jr. ;  1819-1820,  Robert  Collins;  1821,  Henry  A.  Clum;  1822-1824, 
Martin  Springer;  1825,  Daniel  Simmons;  1826-1830,  John  Wheeler;  1831-1834, 
Henry  A.  Clum;  1835,  Henry  Ensign;  1830  1840,  Henry  A.  Clum;  "1841,  Moses 
Smith;  1842,  John  T.  Lape;  1843,  Moses  Smith;  1844  IS  15,  William  A.  Derick;  1840, 
Michael  Wetherwax ;  1847,  Henry  Morrison;  1848-1850,  William  Lape;  1851-1854, 
John  W.  Clum;  1855-1857,  William  H.  Ensign;  1858,  James  Smith;  1859,  John  W. 
Clum;  1860-1861,  Moses  Lohnes;  1862-1803,  John  S.  Eddy;  1804-1870,  John  Springer; 
1871-1872,  Francis  C.  Colh'son,  jr.;  1873,  Elijah  Bulson;  1874-1875,  Martin  H. 
Hayner;  1870,  Elijah  Bulson;  1877,  John  Springer;  1878,  Martin  11.  Hayner;  1879- 
1881,  Andrew  Mifflin;  1882,  Charles  Springer;  1883,  Joseph  Bulson;  1884,  Peter  II. 
Van  Zandt;  1885-1890,  Andrew  Mullin, 

Justices  ot  the  Peace  ok  Brunswick. 

At  the  organization  of  the  town  in  1807  the  three  presiding  justices 
already  were  Robert  McChesney,  Daniel  Wager  and  John  McManus. 
From  that  down  to  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  L821  the  follow- 
ing served  one  or  more  years  each,  some  of  them  continuing  in  office 
for  a  long  period  : 

Daniel  Simmons,  Lemuel  Maw  ley,  Roswoll  Knowllon,  Henry  Clum,  jr.,  Gilbert 
Alexander,  Jared  Betts,  Bunvell  Belts,  Jacob  I.  Wager,  Thaddeus  Dan,  William 
Van  Week. 

In  pursuance  of  laws  enacted  under  the  constitution  of  1821,  justices 
of  the  peace  were  chosen  at  the  general  election  or  appointed  by  the 
courts.     During  this  period  the  following  names  appear  upon  the  roll: 

Thaddeus  Dan,  sworn  in  February 22,  1823;  Jared  Letts,  February27,  1823;  Jacob 
I,  Wager,  March,  1823;  John  M.  File,  December  29,  1S27;  William  Van  Vleck,  Jan- 
uary 1,  1828;  Jacob  I.  Wager,  January  9,  1828;  Martin  Springer,  January  19,  1831. 

The  election  of  the  justices  at  town-meetings  began  in  L831.  The 
record  is  as  follows : 

i  Chairman  of  the  Hoard  <>i  Supervisors  since  1804, 
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1831,  William  Van  Vleck;  1832,  John  M.  File;  1833,  Jacob  I.  Wager;  1834,  Martin 
Springer;  1835,  William  Van  Vleck,  Joseph  Hastings;  1836,  Abner  Roberts;  1837, 
A  polios  Harvey,  Joseph  Betts;  1838,  Samuel  B.  Cippeiiy;  1839,  Russell  Peck;  1840, 
Daniel  Simmons,  John  M.  Way,  David  F.  Smith;  1841,  Samuel  B.  Cipperly;  1842, 
Samuel  B.  Cipperly;  1843,  Samuel  B.  Cipperly,  Dennis  Belding;  1844,  E'eter  Tice, 
Thomas  Newbury  ;  1845,  Joseph  Betts;  1846,  Joseph  Betts,  Peter  Tice ;  184.7,  Samuel 
B.  Cipperly;  1H4S,  Thomas  Newbury  ;  1849,  Jonas  C,  MeChesney;  1850,  William  A. 
Derick;  1851,  Samuel  B.  Cipperly;  1852,  Thomas  Newbury;  1853,  Paul  Springer; 
1854,  William  A.  Derick;  1855,  Reuben  Smith;  1850,  Thomas  Newbury;  1857,  George 
W.  Devine;  1858,  William  A.  Derick  (lull  term),  James  MeChesney,  to  fill  a  vacancy; 
1859,  Henry  Brust;  I860,  Jonas  Smith ;  1861,  Joseph  H.  Allen  (short  term),  Alford 
Buss  (full  term) ;  1862,  George  Brust;  1863,  Daniel  L.  Van  Pelt  (full  term),  Charles 
II.  Dater,  vacancy;  1864,  Edward  MeChesney;  18(15,  William  S.  Newbury;  1866, 
George  Brust;  1807,  Joseph  II.  Allen;  186s,  Edward  MeChesney;  18(10,  Thomas 
Newbury  (full  term).  Reuben  Smith  (vacancy);  1870  1872,  (no  election  recorded); 
1873,  David  F.Smith;  1874,  Judd  A.  Van  Felt  (full  term),  Thomas  Newbury  (va- 
cancy); 1875,  Isaac  S.  Main;  1870,  Edward  MeChesney  ;  1877,  Josiah  B. MeChesney; 
1878,  Richard  A.  Derrick;  1879,  Isaac  S.  Main;  1880,  Judd  A.  Van  Pelt ;  1881,  Josiah 
B.  MeChesney;  188~,  Martin  II.  Hayner  (long  term),  Jeremiah  1.  Best  (short  term); 
1883,  Paul  Springer;  1884,  Judd  A.  Van  Pelt;  1885,  Thomas  II.  Betts;  1886,  Richard 
A.  Derrick;  1887,  Paul  Springer;  1888,  Judd  A.  Van  Pelt;  18811,  Thomas  H.  Betts; 
18110,  William  C.  Win  no;  1891,  John  II.  Brust;  1892,  Arba  N.  Link;  1893,  Thomas 
II.  Betts;  1894,  William  C.  Winne;  181)5,  John  II.  Brust;  1890,  Arba  N.  Link. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

TOWN  OF  NORTH  GREEN BUSH. 

The  town  of  North  Grcenbush  was  erected  from  Greenbush  February 
23,  ls,"),">.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  In1  the  city  of  Troy  and  the  town 
of  Brunswick;  on  Die  south  by  the  towns  of  Greenbush  and  East  (ireen- 
busli; on  the  east  by  the  towns  of  Sand  Lake  and  Poestenkill,  and  on 
the  west  by  the  Hudson  river.  The  principal  stream  in  the  town  is 
the  Wynants  kill,  which  rises  in  the  town  of  Sand  I>ake  and  passes 
in  a  northwesterly  direction  through  the  northeastern  corner  of  the 
town,  affording  a  splendid  water  power  at  Albia  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  city  of  Troy.  The  town  was  first  settled  by  tenants  under 
the  Van  Ivensselaers  as  early  as  of  before  1(140.  Among  those  who 
first  established  homes  within  the  limits  of  the  town  were  Cornelius  M. 
Van  Buren,  Rimer  Van  Alstyne,  John  Crannell,  [uriah  Sharpe,  Philip 
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De  Freest,  Martin  De  Freest,  David  De  Freest,  Cornelius  M.  Vanden- 
berg,  Philip  Wendell,  Rutgert  Vandenberg,  Lawrence  Rysdorp,  Ed- 
ward Hogg-,  John  Fonda  and  others.  Rinier  Van  Alstyne  lived  near 
what  has  since  been  called  Blooming  Grove.  His  brother  Jacob  set- 
tled in  the  town  at  about  the  same  time.  Others  who  settled  near  him 
soon  afterward  were  the  three  De  Freest  brothers.  David  Seott  lived 
in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  town.  Among  those  who  loeated  in 
the  town  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  were  the  Bloom- 
endale,  Hawk,  Haynor,  Berringer,  Sharpe,  De  Freest,  Riley,  Conker, 
Van  Etten,  Bratt,  Earl,  Schelp,  Bennet  and  Warner  families.  The 
first  of  the  numerous  Dearstyne  family  to  settle  in  the  town  was  John 
Dearstyne,  who  settled  in  or  near  the  present  limits  of  Bath  about  l?'.l"> 
or  179G.  He  had  eight  children — Lawrence,  Abram,  Henry,  vSamuel, 
George,  John,  Sarah  and  Elizabeth.  About  the  same  time  Henry  Kin- 
ney came  from  Dutchess  county  and  located  in  the  northeastern  part 
of  the  town.  From  1802  to  LSOG  he  kept  a  tavern  at  Wynantskill. 
Peter  Sharp  lived  near  him  and  Frederick  and  Coonradt  Berringer  (or 
Barringer)  settled  a  short  distance  south  of  him.  Henry  Frazee,  who 
settled  in  the  town  in  LSI!)  or  1814,  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men 
in  the  town  in  those  days,  and  for  sixty  years  was  a  justice  of  the 
peace. 

About  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War  David  M.  De  Freest  con- 
ducted a  tavern  at  Blooming  Grove,  subsecpiently  the  site  of  the  Crouch 
tavern.  He  was  succeeded  in  turn  by  Jonas  Smith,  Mr.  Southwick, 
Mr.  Uline,  John  Van  Valkenburgh,  Mortimer  Lansing,  Mr.  Covert, 
David  De  Freest,  Mr.  Couch  ami  others.  Twenty-live  years  later  an- 
other tavern  was  established  on  the  hill  about  a  mile  and  a  halt  east  of 
Blooming  G rove  b)  Charles  Ostrander.  On  account  of  the  numerous 
lights  which  look  place  in  the  hotel,  it  was  commonly  known  for  many 
years  as  the  "slaughter  house."  Soon  after  the  establishment  of  the 
Ostrander  tavern  Henry  Kinney  established  one  at  Wynantskill.  His 
successors  in  turn  included  Mr.  Kdick,  Abram  Price,  Cornelius  Dn  Bois, 
Captain  Fellows,  George  Fellows,  Darius  Allen  and  others.  Another 
old  tavern  at  Wynantskill  was  built  by  Henry  Frazee  and  still  another 
in  the  village  of  Bath  by  Mr.  Shoemaker. 

Among  the  early  merchants  of  the  town  were  Jonas  Smith,  Martinus 
Lansing,  John  Mason,  Cornelis  Witbeck  and  William  Witbeck.  As 
early  as  L837  Frazee  and  Warner  had  a  store  at  Wynantskill  and  about 
the  same  time  Clark  and  Van  Alstyne  and  Asa  Mann  had  stores  at 
Bath. 
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One  of  the  earliest  physicians  of  the  town  was  Dr.  Henry  Downs, 
who  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Obadiah  E.  Lansing,  then  by  Dr.  Anthony 
Ten  Eyck.  About  L812  or  L813  Dr.  A.  Clark  practiced  medicine  at 
Wynantskill.  The  first  physician  to  praeticeat  Bath  was  probably  Dr. 
Tappan. 

Among  the  early  lawyers  of  the  town  was  Henry  Coons,  who  prac- 
ticed at  Bath  at  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century.  He  subse- 
quently became  county  judge. 

Up  to  February  23.,  1.855,  the  town  formed  a  part  of  the  town  of 
Greenbush.  In  that  year  it  was  erected,  by  act  of  the  Legislature,  into 
the  town  of  North  Greenbush.  The  first  town  meeting  was  held  April 
:;,  1.855,  and  was  presided  over  by  Henry  Fra/.ec  and  William  Witbeck, 
justices  of  the  peace.     At  that  meeting  these  officers  were  chosen: 

Supervisor,  Abram  Witbeck;  town  clerk,  Gerrit  Vandenburgh;  assessor,  Philip  L. 
De  Freest,  commissioners  of  highways,  Rinier  M.  De  Freest,  Matthew  V.  A.  Fonda, 
Francis  F.  Ritchie;  justices  of  the  peace,  Barney  Wendell,  Abram  Witbeck;  over- 
seers of  the  poor,  Cornelius  Dubois,  John  S.  Sharp;  collector,  David  D.  De  Freest; 
superintendent  of  common  schools,  Sandford  A.  Ti'acy;  inspectors  of  election, — 1st 
district,  John  Fonda,  John  W.  Vandenburgh,  George  W.  Green;  2nd  district,  An- 
drew V.  Barringer,  Alo:i/.o  N.  Kinney,  James  Henderson;  constables,  David  II. 
Why-laud,  Chauneey  I.  Wendell,  David  S.  Wendell,  Harmon  Snyder,  Harney  Cole; 
sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  John  B.  Marble;  poundmasters,  John  Mason,  Hub- 
bard Ferguson. 

The  early  inhabitants  of  North  Creenbush  were  principally  Holland- 
ers and  the  Dutch  language  was  taught  exclusively  in  the  first  schools. 
The  people  were  mostly  sturdy  farmers,  devoted  to  their  religion  and 
fond  of  education.  Before  money  could  be  conveniently  raised  for 
the  erection  of  a  school  house  the  sessions  were  held  sometimes  in 
private  houses  and  sometimes  in  barns.  For  many  years  the  pastors 
of  the  Lie  formed  churches  in  the  town  combined  the  duties  of  preach- 
ing and  teaching  at  small  salaries.  The  first  school  house  in  the  town 
was  located  a  little  more  than  half  a  mile  from  Blooming  Grove.  The 
schools  of  Bath  have  a  high  standing.  The  graded  school  system  was 
established  about  the  time  of  the  incorporation  of  the  village,  since 
which  time  rapid  strides  in  matters  pertaining  to  education  have  been 
taken. 

In  the  War  of  the  Revolution  the  population  of  the  town  was  small, 
nevertheless  a  large  number  of  men  shouldered  muskets  for  the  de- 
fense of  their  country.  Among  these  were  Major  Jacob  De  Freest  and 
Peter  De  Freest.    A  number  of  men  prepared  to  take  part  in  the  War 
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of  1812,  but  they  were  not  called  into  very  active  service.  Among 
those  wlio  enlisted  and  stood  ready  to  obey  the  call  to  action  were  Col- 
onel John  I  )e  Freest,  Captain  Philip  De  Freest,  Major  Jacob  Barringer, 
John  Dearstyne,  Stephen  Williams,  Martin  Van  Alstyne,  Yolkert  V. 
Vandenburgb  and  Henry  S.  Kinney. 

North  Greenbush  promptly  filled  out  her  quota  of  men  for  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion,  entering'  companies  connected  with  the  43rd,  -14th, 
113th,  3rd,  91st,  122nd,  32nd  Huh,  Mith,  L77th,  14th,  1 92nd,  125th,  109th 
]34th,  121st  and  L02nd  New  York  regiments  principally.  Those  who 
died  in  the  service  were  James  McKnab,  John  Moore,  John  A.  Morris, 
Edward  Yodkinsand  Ilollis  French. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  when  the  village  of  Bath  was  founded,  as 
settlements  were  gradually  made  many  years  before  the  opening  of 
the  nineteenth  century.  Captain  Marvin  built  one  of  the  first  houses 
in  the  village,  the  timber  composing  the  frame  having  l>ecn  cut  from 
the  lot  upon  which  the  house  stood.  Soon  after  houses  were  erected 
by  Asa  Mann,  Jeremiah  Clark,  John  Woods,  Robert  Orsons,  Yolkert 
Orsons,  Henry  Dearstyne  and  families  named  Livingston.  Even  at  so 
late  a  day  as  1Mb  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  village  did 
not  exceed  a  score.  The  settlement  was  formally  incorporated  as  a 
village  May  .">,  1.874,  the  law  describing  the  bounds  of  the  village  as 
fol  It  iws : 

Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  east  shore  of  the  Hudson  river  (at  low-water  mark), 
where  the  north  line  of  the  town  of  (ireenbush  intersects  the  said  river,  and  run- 
ning thence  from  t ho  said  point  along  the  said  north  line  of  said  town  of  Greenbush 
south,  fifty-nine  degrees  forty  minutes  east,  about  two  thousand  and  eighty  feet  to 
the  eon t re  ol  Ouaekendary  kill  (in  this  line  there  are  two  stone  monuments  set  in 
the  ground,  one  on  the  west  side  oi  Broadway,  and  one  on  (he  brow  of  the  lull  west 
of  the  said  Quaekendary  kill,  to  indicate  the  direction  of  the  line);  thence  up  and 
along  the  centre  of  said  Ouackeudary  kill,  and  the  most  westerly  branch  thereof,  to 
a  stone  monument  set  in  the  ground,  and  which  said  stone  monument  bears  south, 
sixteen  degrees  forty-five  minutes  west,  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  from  a  stone 
monument  set  in  the  ground  on  the  north  side  of  the  Albany  and  Sand  Lake 
plank-road;  thence  north,  sixteen  degrees  forty-live  minutes  east,  one  hundred  and 
forty  feet  to  said  stone  monument  on  the  north  side  of  said  Albany  and  Sand  Lake 
plank-road;  and  thenec  south,  sixty-eight  degrees  thirty  minutes  west  about  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  feet  to  a  stone  monument — in  the  centre  of  the 
gateway  at  the  entrance  to  the  grounds  of  1'.  S.  Porbes;  thence  north  twenty-one 
degrees  twenty-live  minutes  east,  about  lour  hundred  and  six  feet  to  a  stone  monu- 
ment; thence  north  forty  degrees  thirty  minutes  west,  about  seventeen  hundred  feet 
to  the  Hudson  river;  thence  westerly,  and  at  right  angles  to  the  shore  of  said  Hud- 
son river,  until  such  line  meets  the  channel  of  such  river;  thence  down  and  along 
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the  said  channel  (and  which  line  is  the  westerly  boundary  of  the  county  of  Rensse- 
laer) until  a  line  drawn  westerly  and  at  right  angles  to  the  shore  of  said  river  from 
the  place  of  beginning  shall  intersect  such  channel;  and  thence  from  said  point 
easterly  to  the  place  of  beginning;  and  containing,  exclusive  of  said  river,  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  as  surveyed  by  L.  1).  Eddy  and  others,  and  the  courses 
taken  as  the  magnetic  needle  now  points,  comprising  a  part  of  the  town  of  North 
Greenbush,  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer,  and  State  of  New  Vork, 

Rath  is  located  almost  entirely  upon  the  hillside.  It  has  excellent 
transportation  facilities,  being  upon  the  line  of  the  old  Troy  & 
Greenbush  railroad,  now  operated  by  the  Albany  &  Troy  Belt  Line 
railroad,  and  two  steam  ferry  boats  ply  between  the  upper  dock  and 
Albany  and  Greenbush.  The  lire  department  was  organized  many 
years  ago,  the  A.  L.  Hotchkin  Hook  &  Ladder  company,  the  first  in 
the  department,  dating  from  the  incorporation  of  the  village  in  1874. 
The  water  works  are  equal  to  any  in  the  State  for  a  village  of  the 
size  of  Hath,  the  pressure  being  very  high.  In  1887  a  steel  stand- 
pipe  or  water-tank  was  erected  on  the  hill  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
village,  and  new  mains  were  laid  at  the  same  time.  The  village  has 
no  post-office  and  is  served  by  carrier  from  the  Albany  post-office.  In 
its  early  days  a  post-office  was  maintained,  the  first  postmaster  having 
been  Cornelius  Dearstyne.  The  Bath  Sun  and  the  livening  Star, 
weekly  newspapers,  were  founded  many  years  ago.  The  village  is 
well  supplied  with  stores  and  has  a  few  small  manufacturing  concerns. 
In  recent  years  Bath  has  been  more  commonly  called  Bath-on-the- 
Iiudson  to  distinguish  it  from  Bath  in  Steuben  county.  A  thriving 
secret  society  in  the  village  is  Riverside  lodge  No.  47,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  which  was  instituted  about  1873. 

IV  Freest  v  ille,  a  hamlet  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town,  sometimes 
called  Blooming  Grove,  was  probably  settled  before  Hath.  The  post  - 
office  was  established  at  an  early  day,  and  [onas  Smith  is  believed  to 
have  been  in  charge  of  the  office. 

Wynantskill,  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  town,  is  a  small  hamlet, 
the  first  residences  in  which  have  been  erected  but  little  more  than  a 
century.  The  post-office  was  established  about  1820,  and  the  first  post- 
master was  Dr.  Aseph  Clark. 

The  oldest  church  in  North  Greenbush  is  the  Reformed  church  at 
Wynantskill,  which  was  established  sometime  before  the  year  1704. 
The  records  do  not  show  just  when  the  church  was  built,  but  a  call  was 
extended  to  the  Rev.  Jacobus  Van  Campen  in  L794,  and  it  is  believed 
that  he  was  the  first  pastor.     The  officers  of  the  church  at  that  time 
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included  George  Sharpe,  William  Cooper,  George  Barringer  and  Philip 
Barringer. 

The  Second  Reformed  church  at  Wynantskill  was  organized  early  in 
the  nineteenth  century  by  members  of  the  First  Reformed  church.  A 
house  of  worship  was  erected  soon  after  the  establishment  of  the  soci- 
ety, in  which  the  congregation  has  since  worshipped. 

The  Dutch  Reformed  church  at  Blooming  Grove  was  established  in 
181-1,  upon  tlie  dissolution  by  the  classis  of  the  union  between  the 
Wynantskill  and  Greenbush  churches.  The  Greenbush  and  Blooming 
Grove  churches  formed  one  pastoral  charge  until  I  SIN),  when  each  be- 
came independent.  The  first  pastor  of  the  church  was  the  Rev.  Nich- 
olas ].  Marselus,  who  served  from  1814  to  1822. 

The  Baptist  church  at  Bath,  whose  incorporate  name  is  the  North 
Greenbush  Baptist  church,  was  organized  between  1800  and  1807.  A 
meeting  house  was  built  at  the  corner  of  Second  and  Ferry  streets,  but 
in  the  fall  of  1870  this  gave  place  to  a  larger  one.  The  latter  church 
was  burned  January  21,  1874,  at  a  loss  of  $8,000.  Work  upon  a  new 
edifice  was  begun  soon  afterward,  and  it  was  dedicated  February  18, 
1 87/).  The  Rev.  \V.  F.  Benedict  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  church, 
serving  the  congregation  until  April  21,  1809. 

Some  time  between  185G  and  1800  the  Albany  Methodist  Sunday 
.School  Union  organized  a  mission  Sabbath  school  in  Rath,  with  Joseph 
II.  1'almer  of  the  Greenbush  M.  E.  church  as  superintendent,  and  for 
some  ten  years  sustained  a  Sunday  school.  In  1800  a  neat,  commodious 
chapel  was  erected  by  the  Union  at  a  cost  of  more  than  $0,000.  A 
class  was  formed  with  John  G.  Cooper  as  leader,  and  Rev.  A.  A.  Farr 
of  Albany  was  secured  as  a  supply  to  preach  in  1807  and  1808.  May 
I),  1808,  the  Bath  society  was  organized  as  a  mission  by  Rev.  Samuel 
Meredith,  presiding  cider  of  Albany  district,  with  more  than  loo  mem- 
bers. Rev.  Louis  N.  Beaudry  was  appointed  by  Troy  conference  to 
the  Albany  Methodist  S.  S.  missions  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Math, 
the  first  Methodist  preacher  living  among  this  people.  Such  success 
attended  his  work  that  Rev.  R.  P.  Harrower  of  Albany  was  appointed 
to  a  portion  of  the  work.  In  1872  the  Hath  people  asked  for  a  man  to 
supply  them  independently,  and  Rev.  I.  C.  Kenton  was  sent  to  them. 
Rev.  John  E.  Metcalf  was  appointed  to  Bath  and  during  his  pastorate 
the  society  was  incorporated  under  the  name  and  style  of  Bath-on-the- 
Iludson  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  II. 
L.  Kclsey  in  I SS 1  a  new  parsonage  was  built  and  paid  for,  and  Rev. 
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W.  E.  Potter,  by  .strenuous  efforts  and  hard  persona!  labor,  enlarged, 
repaired  and  beautified  the  church. 

Supervisors  ok  North  Greeniiush.1 

18)5,  Abram  Witbeck;  1850-1859,  R,  M.  De  Freest;  I860,  J.  W.  Vandenburgh; 
1861-186:$,  I'.  M.  De  Freest;  1864  -1867,  M.  V.  A.  Fonda;  1868-1869,  M.  P.  De  Freest; 
1870-1873,  C.  C.  Phillips;  1874,  J.  M.  Wendell ;  1875-1877,  J.  A.  .Miller;  1878-1880, 
John  II.  Dearstyne;  1881-1884,  Martin  I.  De  Freest;  1885-1801,  James  M.  Wendell; 
1892-1895,  Henry  Cone;  1896  ,  Isaac- A.  De  Freest. 

Town  Clerks  of  North  Greenbush. 

1855,  Gen-it  Vandenburgh;  1856-1857,  Barney  Cole;  1858,  George  II.  Manville; 
1861,  Gen  it  Vandenburgh ;  1864,  Martin  L.  Haner;  1866,  Gerrit  Vandenburgh; 
1868,  John  D.  Lansing-,  1871,  Gerrit  Vandenburgh;  1878,  Henry  Lansing;  1874, 
Jacob  L.  Abbott;  1876,  Henry  C,  Y oungh.au s ;  1877-1879,  John  Cavanaugh;  1880- 
1883,  Frank  Patterson;  1883-1884,  J.  L.  Dings,  1885-1887,  Frank  Cave;  1888-1889, 
Thomas  Wornham ;  1890-1895,  Levi  C.  Michrie;  1896  ,  C.  E.  Crandail. 

Justices  or  the  Peace  of  North  Greenbush. 

1855,  Harney  Wendell,  Abram  Witbeck;  1856,  William  Witbeck;  1857,  Henry 
Prazee;  1858,  Abram  Witbeck.;  1859,  Barney  Wendell ;  1860,  William  Witbeck;  1861, 
Henry  F  razee ;  1862,  Abram  Witbeck;  1863,  Edwin  Stall;  1864,  David  B,  Williams; 
1865,  Henry  F razee;  1866,  De  Witt  C.  De  Freest;  1867,  Win-field  S.  Ilevenor;  1868, 
David  15.  Williams;  1809,  Henry  Prazee,  John  Fonda;  1.870,  William  11.  liegeman; 
1871,  Charles  J.  Wells;  1872,  David  B.  Williams;  1873,  Henry  Fraz.ee ;  1874,  Thomas 
Cole;  1875,  Edgar  Sharpe;  1876,  John  D.  Houghtaling;  1877,  Charles  E.  Kinney; 
1878,  Thomas  Cole;  1879,  Abram  E.  Roberts;  1880,  Rimer  M.  De  Freest;  1881, 
Charles  E.  Kinney;  1882,  Thomas  Cole;  18S3,  Abram  15.  Roberts;  1884,  Frank  S. 
Nivor;  1885,  Charles  F.  Kinuo>  .  lSSti,  Thomas  Cole;  1887,  Jacob  H.  Snyder,  1888, 
David  LC.  Mason;  1889,  Abram  K.  Roberts;  1890,  Thomas  Cole;  1891,  Jacob  H. 
Snyder;  189.',  Abram  E.  Roberts,  1893,  Charles  E,  Kinney;  1891,  Thomas  Cole; 
1895,  William  H.  Scriven ;  1896,  John  D.  Houghtaling. 

Presidents  of  the  Village  of  Bath. 

1874,  Whiting  G.  Snow;  1875-1876,  W.  S.  Ilevenor;  1877,  Chester  G.  Ham;  1878- 
1880,  David  E.  Mason;  1881-1882,  Charles  A.  Bailey;  1883-1884,  John  S.  Bellinger; 
1885,  James  S.  Rowley;  1886-1887,  F.W.Peterson;  1888-1889,  James  S.  Rowley; 
1890-1891,  John  S.  Knight;  1892,  Henry  G.  Gomph ;  189:!,  Charles  A.  Bailey;  1894, 
George  S.  Wordeu  ;  1895  ,  Thomas  Penny. 

i  Material  assistance  in  the-  compilation  of  these  lists  of  officers  was  received  from  C.  B,  Cran- 
dail, esq.,  town  clerk  of  North  Greenbusn. 
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Clerks  ok  the  Village  oi-  Bath. 

1874-1870,  W.  J.  Cooper;  1877-1880,  John  H.  ]  >earstyne ;  1881-1884,  David  E.  Mason  ; 
1885-1886,  William  1).  Wilson;  1887,  R.  A.  Dearstyne;  1888-1891,  J.  L.  Dings;  1892, 

George  IT.  Dorwalk;  18' 3-1894,  Thomas  G.  Wornham;   1895  ,  John  B.  Mc- 

Nary. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

TOWN  OF  EAST  GREENBUSH. 

The  town  of  East  Greenbush  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  town 
of  Nortli  Greenbush,  on  the  south  by  the  town  of  Schodack,  on  the  cast 
by  the  town  of  Sand  Lake  and  on  the  west  by  the  Hudson  river  and 
the  village  of  Greenbush.  Tt  originally  composed  part  of  the  old  town 
of  Greenbush,  but  in  L 8 5x5  it  was  incorporated  into  a  separate  town 
called  Clinton.  Three  years  later  its  corporate  name  was  changed  to 
East  Greenbush. 

The  town  was  settled  by  tenants  under  Van  Rensselaer  about:  L 028 
and  1029.  Its  earlier  history  is  identical  with  that  of  the  town  of 
Greenbush. i  In  LOGO  a  fort  was  erected  on  the  Island  of  Papsknee, 
opposite  the  town,  and  upon  that  island  some  of  the  earliest  settlements 
in  the  vicinity  were  made.  Among  the  early  inhabitants  of  the  island 
was  Cornells  Maas  Van  Buren,  who  came  from  Holland  in  the  ship 
Rcnsseluerwyck.  He  and  his  wife  were  both  buried  on  the  island  at 
the  same  time,  in  the  year  10-18.  All  traces  of  most  of  the  earliest  in- 
habitants have  been  lost  or  destroyed,  or  are  so  vague  that  nothing 
definite  is  to  be  gleaned  from  them. 

Between  these  early  days  and  the  sixth  decade  of  the  eighteenth  cent- 
ury there  were  many  changes  in  this  locality.  Farms  had  been  laid 
out  in  every  part  of  the  town,  and  manv  of  the  inhabitants  had  amassed 
wealth.  About  1705  or  L7G0  Colonel  Killiaen  Van  Rensselaer,  son  of 
Hendrick  Van  Rensselaer  and  a  great-grandson  of  the  first  patroon  of 
the  colon)'  of  Rensselaerwyck,  occupied  a  large  and  handsome  property 
along  the  river  bank  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  town.  At  that 
time  he  had  been  a  resident  there  several  years,  just  how  long  is  not 

1  Sec  history  of  Greenbush. 
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known.  His  first  wife  was  Ariaentje  Schuyler,  a  member  of  a  prom- 
inent Albany  family.  She  died  October  1?,  1703,  and  he  married  Maria 
Low,  daughter  of  Colonel  John  Low  of  New  jersey.  lie  had  five  sons 
— Hendrick,  Philip,  Nicolaas,  Nicolaas  2d,  and  Killiaen,  and  four 
daughters — Catharina,  Catarina,  Elsie  and  Maria.  Hendrick  became 
a  colonel  in  the  Continental  army  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  and 
died  September  1!),  1816,  aged  seventy-three  years.  Nicolaas  became 
a  colonel  in  the  Continental  army,  and  died  March  29,  1848  in  his 
ninety-fifth  year. 

Among"  Colonel  Killiaen  Van  Rensselaer's  neighbors  in  the  town  of 
East  Greenbush,  then  part  of  the  town  of  Greenbush,  was  Anthony 
Bries,  son  of  Hendrick  de  Rries.  He  married  Catharine  Yates  and  they 
hail  seven  children — Hendrick,  fohannes,  Gerrit,  Teunise,  Christoffel, 
Johannes  and  Anthony.  Other  early  residents  were  Tobias  Salsbergh, 
Teunis  (Teuntie)  Van  Ruren,  Abraham  Witbeck,  fohn  Witbeck,  Peter 
Douw,  Gerrit  C.  Vandenburgh,  Christopher  J.  Yates,  Hansic  Witbeck, 
Anthony  Van  Everen,  William  G.  Vandenburgh,  Cornelius  Van  Everen, 
John  Fonda,  Mr.  Ostrander  and  Meldert  Van  der  P.oel.1 

One  of  the  earliest  physicians  locating  in  East  Greenbush,  probably 
the  first,  was  Dr.  John  S.  Miller,  who,  at  the  age  of  twenty  one  years, 
came  from  Claverack  in  Columbia  count)-  in  1 804.  He  was  a  success- 
ful practitioner  until  his  death,  which  occurred  April  I'-.',  ISa-l.  J>r. 
David  Elliot  was  born  in  the  town  ami  began  practice  about  1815.  Dr. 
John  S.  Van  Alstyne  began  practice  about  I83G  and  Dr.  Andrew  C.  Getty 
succeeded  him.  Dr.  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer  was  a  prominent  ami 
beloved  physician  from  1852. 2 

In  the  early  days  ol  the  town  nearly  every  house  was  a  public  one. 
Among  the  early  tavern  keepers  were  J.ohn  G.  Bishop,  Edward  Greene, 
John  Huddleston,  Croat  Clark,  James  Lansing,  Garret  Yates,  Captain 
John  Herrick  and  others.  The  first  hotel  proprietor  in  the  village  of 
East  Greenbush  was  Manasseh  Knowlton,  early  in  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury, lie  was  succeeded  by  James  Burton,  Benjamin  Bradbury,  Law- 
rence Rysdorph  and  others.  Among  the  eaiiy  storekeepers  were 
James  Lansing,  who  located  in  East  Greenbush  in  1802;  Elijah  Dag- 
srett  and  others. 

At  his  fine  residence  on  Prospect  hill  east  of  the  village  of  Green- 

'Por  additional  information  about  early  settlers  in  this  town  see  history  of  Greenbush  and 
Seliodack. 

'  See  history  of  the  Medical  profession. 
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bush  Edward  Charles  Genet,  adjutant-general,  minister  plenipotentiary 
and  consul-general  to  the  United  .States  from  the  Republic  of  France, 
spent  the  closing  years  of  his  eventful  life,  lie  was  I  nun  at  Versailles, 
France,  January  8,  1705,  and  while  in  this  country  as  a  representative 
of  France,  his  intense  patriotism,  his  extreme  democratic  principles 
and  his  zealous  devotion  to  the  efforts  to  procure  assistance  from  the 
United  States  for  France  in  her  war  with  England,  won  for  him  the 
sobriquet  "Citizen"  Genet,  lie  was  superseded  in  office  at  the  re- 
quest of  President  Washington  and  subsequently  removed  to  Green- 
bush,  the  site  of  his  home  being  now  in  the  town  of  East  Greenbush* 
lie  died  at  Ins  home  on  Prospect  hill  July  1.4,  L834,  and  was  buried 
near  that  spot.  1  Citizen  Genet's  wife  was  Cornelia  Tappen,  daughter 
of  Governor  George  Clinton.  Their  son,  Major- General  Henry  j. 
Genet,  was  born  in  1800  and  was  prominent  in  local  affairs.  lie- 
sides  serving  in  several  local  offices  he  represented  Rensselaer  count)' 
in  the  State  Legislature  in  lSM'i.  In  the  State  militia  lie  was  succes- 
sively promoted  to  the  rank  of  major-general,  succeeding  General 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  to  that  office  at  the  death  of  the  latter.  Gen- 
eral Genet  died  at  Bergen,  N.  J.,  February  '7,  L872,  in  his  seventy- 
second  year. 

While  little  of  interest  occurred  in  the  town  during  the  French  and 
Indian  wars,  the  War  of  the  Revolution  and  the  War  of  LS12,  many  of 
the  early  inhabitants  took  an  active  part  in  those  struggles.  In  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  the  Wan  Rensselaer  family  were  conspicuous 
for  their  patriotism  and  bravery.  Three  of  the  members  of  that  dis- 
tinguished family — Killiaen,  Nicolaas  and  Hendrick — were  colonels  in 
the  American  army  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and  served  with 
honor  iu  the  last  K  ivneh  and  Indian  war.  Isaac  M  ull  was  also  a  colonel 
in  the  Continental  army  during  the  Revolution.  In  the  War  of  1812 
Cornelius  Schermerhorn  and  Barney  Schermerhorn  were  colonels.  It 
is  impossible  to  give  other  names  of  patriotic  residents  of  the  town 
during  these  wars,  owing  to  the  destruction  of  the  early  records  or  the 
unsatisfactory  way  in  which  they  were  kept. 

Numerous  noteworthy  historical  incidents  occurred  in  the  town  of 
East  Greenbush,  particularly  during  its  early  daws,  while  it  was  a  part 
of  the  town  of  Greenbush.  Among  these  were  the  establishment  of 
the  cantonment  during  the  War  of  1812,  which  will  be  found  fully  de- 

1  So i ik'  authorities  K've  Sehodack  as  i  Iu-  place  of  his  death.  r,ale  investigators  agree  thai  the 
event  occurred      his  home  on  Prospect  hill. 
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scribed  in  the  chapter  dealing  with  Grcenbush,  and  the  famous  anti- 
rent  troubles,  which  have  been  treated  at  some  length  in  a  separate 
chapter  in  the  history  of  the  county. 

A  noteworthy  incident  in  the  history  of  the  town  was  an  occurrence 
during  the  famous  anti-rent  wars,  when  a  deputy  sheriff  named  Gregg 
was  killed  in  an  attempt  to  eject  a  man  named  Witbeck  from  his  farm. 
Many  of  those  interested  in  the  trouble  resided  in  East  Greenbush, 
which  was  frequently  the  scene  of  actions  for  ejectment  after  Colonel 
Walter  S.  Church  came  into  possession  of  the  title  to  the  numerous 
farms  formerly  held  by  the  Van  Rensselaer  family.1 

The  first  annual  town  meeting  in  East  Greenbush  was  held  April  3, 
185"),  at  the  hotel  of  W.  R.  De  Freest.  The  officers  chosen  at  that  time 
were  the  following: 

Supervisor,  Frederick  R.  Rockefeller;  town  clerk,  William  R.  De  Freest;  assessors, 
Harney  Hoes,  David  De  Freest,  jr.,  Martin  D.  De  Freest;  commissioner  of  highways, 
David  Phillips;  overseers  of  the  poor,  Adam  Dings,  John  W.  Graver;  justices  of  the 
peace,  Andrew  L.  Weatherwax,  Frederick  R.  Rockefeller,  Thomas  B.  Simmons,  Will- 
iam Holsapple;  superintendent  of  common  schools,  Henry  J.  Genet;  collector,  Harris 
N.  Flliott;  constables,  Henry Ostrander,  Frederick  B.  Coiikey,  Jacob  Earing,  Harris 
N.  Flliott;  inspectors  of  election,  1!.  B.  Kirkland,  Leonard  L.  Rysedorph;  pound- 
masters,  John  W.  Craver,  William  R.  1  >e  Freest,  Peter  G.  Clark,  besides  twenty- 
five  overseers  of  highways. 

Probably  the  oldest  dwelling  in  the  town  is  the  old  Van  Rensselaer 
mansion,  commonly  known  as  the  old  fort,  standing  a  few  rods  south  of 
the  limits  of  Greenbush  village  on  the  river  road.  It  has  been'  held 
that  the  fort  was  erected  as  early  as  1.(563,  and  that  it  was  the  Fort  Cralo 
to  which  the  inhabitants  lied  for  protection  at  the  time  when  the  com- 
inunitv  was  in  a  state  of  alarm  on  account  ol  the  depredations  which 
were  being  committed  by  the  Indians.  However,  the  exact  date  of  its 
'erection  ami  the  name  of  its  builder  is  in  doubt.  The  date  LOGIi  is 
probably  too  early.  The  style  of  architecture  would  indicate  this.  In 
the  building  is  a  si  one  bearing  the  initials  "  [ .  V.  R.  "  and  the  date  1 740, 
probably  standing  for  Johannes  Van  Rensselaer,  who  some  authorities 
believe  built  an  addition  to  the  building  about  the  date  given.  Some 
investigators  think  it  was  erected  by  Hendrick  Van  Rensselaer,  who 
died  there  July  2,  L740;  still  others  think  it  may  have  been  built  by  Jean 
Baptiste  Van  Rensselaer,  son  of  Killiaen  and  the  first  director  of  the 
colon}'.     The  original  building  consisted  of  two  large  rooms  on  the  first 

'The  history  of  the  Witbeck  cast  will  In-  found  in  Chuptei  VIII. 
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floor  divided  by  a  hall.  A  Little  farther  from  the  river,  a  few  feet  south 
of  the  fort,  was  another  building  about  the  same  size  for  slaves 

In  late  years  the  building'  has  been  owned  and  occupied  by  William 
N.  Callender.  From  1887  to  L893  legislative  action  was  attempted  to 
secure  an  appropriation  of  money  from  the  vState  for  the  purchase  of 
the  building,  but  owing  to  a  strong  spirit  existing  in  the  southern  end 
of  the  county  against  the  perpetuation  of  any  of  the  colonial  landmarks 
associated  with  the  anti  rent  disturbances,  the  bill  was  defeated  from 
year  to  year.  The  measure  provided  for  an  appropriation  of  $20,000, 
and  no  objection  was  ever  made  to  the  amount  as  being  too  great,  con- 
sidering the  value  of  the  property  as  a  historical  relic.  The  opposing 
forces  fortified  themselves  with  a  bill  providing  for  the  purchase  by 
the  State  of  the  Forbes  manor  house  in  North  Greenbush,  near  Bath, 
with  the  intention  of  converting  it  into  a  soldiers'  home.  Jn  the  winter 
of  1895  the  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  secured  a  lease  of  the  historic 
house  and  the  prospects  in  1890  seemed  to  be  that  the  famous  old  build- 
ing-would  be  preserved  for  future  generations  by  a  historical  society 
famous  for  its  love  of  colonial  relics. 

In  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  East  Greenbush,  with  a  very  small  popu- 
lation, came  promptly  to  the  front  with  her  full  quota  of  men  in  re- 
sponse to  the  call  for  volunteers.  The  list  is  not  a  large  one  and  it  will 
be  found  appended  entire: 

George  Pratt,  Alford  Schultz,  Anson  Butts,  Frederick  Olenhouse,  James  Brocksby, 
Michael  Ostrander,  George  Burroughs,  Abram  Smith.  George  England,  Joseph 
England,  Alvah  V.  Traver,  Frederick  Baker,  Philip  Binck. 

I  >ied  in  the  service. — John  1).  1'  Douw,  George  II.  Cipperly,  Chester  L.  Traver. 

The  Xcw  Yoik  Central  \'  Hudson  River  railroad  and  the  boston  \ 
Albany  railroad  both  pass  through  the  town.  For  man)'  years  the 
principal  highway  was  the  Boston  &  Albany  turnpike,  constructed  in 
1800;  the  Fanner's  turnpike,  running  parallel  to  and  near  the  Hudson 
river,  and  the  old  post  road,  the  oldest  in  the  county,  said  to  have  been 
constructed  by  the  English  in  the  early  days  of  the  French  and  Indian 
wars. 

The  only  village  in  the  town,  East  Greenbush,  is  located  south  of 
the  centre  of  the  town,  on  the  old  Boston  &  Albany  turnpike  ami  less 
than  two  miles  east  of  the  Boston  cc  Albany  railroad.  Its  earliest  in- 
habitants located  there  about  1030,  or  before  that  date,  so  the  town  is 
next  oldest  to  Greenbush  in  point  of  settlement.  The  two  churches  in 
the  town  are  located  in  the  village,  which  in  reality  is  but  a  hamlet. 
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The  post-office  was  established  about  1.845,  and  the  first  postmaster 
probably  was  William  Holsapple.  The  inhabitants  are  prosperous,  and 
many  of  them  own  farms  among  the  best  in  the  county. 

Religious  services  were  held  in  East  Greenbush  at  an  early  day.  The 
Reformed  church  at  the  village  of  East  Greenbush  was  not  established 
until  1787,  but  those  who  organized  it  doubtless  had  held  services  for 
many  years  previous  to  that  time.  The  Rev.  James  Van  Campen 
Romeyn,  the  first  pastor,  began  his  pastoral  duties  there,  in  connection 
with  the  church  at  Schodack,  in  February,  KS.S.  He  remained  in 
that  office  until  Jul)'  1,  1794,  when  he  became  the  pastor  of  the  church 
lie  hail  organized  at  Wynan tskill,  serving  in  the  two  churches  until 
October,  1.799,  when  he  removed  to  New  jersey.  His  successor,  the 
Rev.  John  L.  Zabriskie,  did  not  begin  his  labors  until  1.8.01.  All  the 
early  records  of  this  church  are  in  the  Dutch  language.  The  first 
church  stood  on  or  near  the  site  of  the  present  one.  A  new  church 
was  built  in  L8G0  and  dedicated  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year. 
Since  then  it  has  undergone  some  changes,  but  is  still  a  substantial 
and  attractive  edifice. 

The  Methodist  church  at  East  Greenbush  was  organized  during  or 
prior  to  1875,  and  was  the  outgrowth  of  missionary  meetings  held  for 
many  years  previous  to  that  time.  The  first  pastor  was  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Zweifel,  who  was  assigned  to  the  church  in  May,  lST,r>.  The 
church  edifice  was  erected  soon  after  the  founding  of  the  society. 

SUPERVISORS  OF    EAST  GrKKNI'.L'SH. 

1855,  T.  A.  Rockefeller;  1850-1858,  J.  J.  Sitter;  l*5!i  1800,  T.  H.  Simmons;  1801 
1801,  W.  K.  1  u  l*i cost ;  1S05  1800,  John  J.  Sitter;  1807  is';!,  William  11.  Sitter; 
1871  1875,  A.  V.  L'niver;  1870,  James  A.  Morris;  1877,  James  Murphy;  1878-1880, 
David  Phillips,  1881  1882,  George  C.  Moore;  1883,  Henry  J.  Best;  18N-1,  David 
Phillips;  1885-1880,  Henry  J.  Best;  1887-1888,  George'!'.  Alien,  1 889-1890,  George 
C-.  Moore;  1891-1892,  George  P.  Allen;  1893  1895,  George  C.  Moore;  189(5--  , 
Egbert  De  Freest. 

Town  Ci.krk.s  of  East  Grkknhush. 

1855-1886;  William  R.  De  Freest;  1857,  Edward  Elliot;  1858-1860,  William  R.  De 

Freest;  1801-1872,  Abram  Miller;  1873-1895,  Jacob  S.  Link;  1896  ,  Walter  F. 

Link.  1 


1  The  thanks  of  the  editor  lire  due  Mr.  Link  for  c;ihi:il>le  assistance  rendered  in  compiling 
this  chapter. 
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Justices  ov  the  Peace  ok  East  Greenhusu. 

1855,  Andrew  L.  Weth'erWax,  Frederick  R.  Rockefeller,  Thomas  B,  Simmons; 
1850,  Thomas  R.  Simmons;  1S57,  Jacob  Earing;  1858,  Andrew  L.  Wetherwax,  ]ohn 
B.  Huddleton;  1859,  Willard  Lawrence;  1800,  William  R.  De  Freest;  1861,  Jacob 
Faring,  Martin  1).  De  Freest;  1862,  John  Vandenburgh;  1863,  Martin  1).  De  Freest; 
18(14,  William  R.  De  Freest;  1865,  Edward  S.  Sliter;  1866,  John  Vandenburgh;  1867, 
William  Witbeck;  1868,  William  R.  De  Freest;  1869,  Edward  S.  Sliter;  1870,  John 
Vandenburgh;  1871,  William  Witbeck;  1872,  L.  P.  Traver;  1873,  E.  S.  Sliter;  1874, 
Thomas  Davis;  1875,  Samuel  S.  Warner;  1876,  Duncan  MacFarlane;  1877,  Edward 
S.  Sliter;  1878,  Thomas  B.  Simmons;  1879,  Samuel  S.  Warner;  1880,  E.  J.  Genet; 
1881.  Edward  S.  Sliter;  1882,  John  J.  Con  mighty;  1883,  Samuel  S.  Warner;  1884, 
Lewis  ]'.  Traver;  William  Rysedorph  (to  fill  vacancy);  1885,  Edward  S.  Sliter;  1886, 
Frank  A.  Vandenburgh;  1887,  James  P.  Finn;  1888,  Samuel  S.  Warner;  1889,  Ed- 
ward S.  Sliter;  1890,  Frank  A.  Vandenburgh;  1891,  James  P.  Finn;  1892,  Samuel  S. 
Warner;  1893,  Edward  S.  Sliter;  1894,  Frank  A.  Vandenburgh;  1S95,  James  I). 
Davis;  Thomas  B.  Simmons  (to  lill  vacancy) ;  1896,  Lorenzo  T.  Newkirk. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

TOWN  OF  NASSAU. 

The  town  of  Nassau  was  formed  from  Petersburgh,  Stephentown  and 
Schodack  March  31,  180(5.  In  honor  of  Philip  Van  Rensselaer  it  was 
first  given  the  name  of  Philipstown,  receiving  its  present  name  April 
0,  1S08.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  town  of  Sand  Lake,  on  the 
east  bv  the  the  town  of  Stephentown,  on  the  south  by  Chatham  and  New 
I  .eh. m on  in  Columbia  county,  and  on  the  west  by  the  town  ol  Schodack. 
The  land  is  uneven  and  hilly  and  the  central  and  eastern  portions  are 
rocky  and  in  main'  places  (pule  barren.  The  hills  are  parts  of  the 
Petersburgh  mountains,  which  are  separated  from  the  Taghkanic  moun- 
tains by  Kinderhook  creek.  There  are  many  other  small  streams  which 
furnish  abundant  water  power.  There  are  also  numerous  lakes  and 
small  ponds  in  the  town,  also  a  Large  swamp  in  the  eastern  section 
called  Psanticoke,  Burden  lake,  in  the  northeastern  corner  of  the 
town,  lies  parti)'  in  Sand  Lake,  and  is  the  largest  sheet  of  water  in 
Rensselaer  county.  Pike  pond  lies  about  four  miles  east.  North  of 
the  centre  is  Mud  pond,  and  southeast  of  the  centre  is  Tackawasick.'  or 

i  Usually  found  spoiled  Tstltsawnssu. 
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Cummings  pond.  Hoar's  pond  is  in  the  centre  of  the  Schodack  bound- 
ary line,  and  a  mile  or  so  east  lies  Lyons  pond.  There  are  several  high 
points  in  the  town.  These  include  a  peak  in  the  southwest  corner 
called  by  the  Indians  Kykout,  or  Lookout;  a  peak-  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  town  culled  Snake  hill;  Meshodac  peak,  which  lies  between 
the  first  two  named;  Pike  mountain  and  Bailey  mountain  in  the  north- 
ern section.  Very  few  portions  of  Nassau  are  naturally  adapted  to  the 
highest  class  of  agriculture,  though  there  are  many  portions  where  the 
soil  is  rich  and  exceedingly  productive.  For  grazing  the  hills  of  the 
town  are  unexcelled. 

As  near  as  can  be  learned  the  first  settlers  were  foseph  Primmer  and 
Hugh  Wilson,  who  located,  the  former  on  Moag'g  pond  in  lii',0,  and 
the  latter  at  or  near  the  present  site  of  the  village  of  Nassau.  The 
neighborhood  was  known  by  the  Indians  as  Ontikekomick,  and  the 
chief  of  the  tribe  was  Rashekekomuck.  Some  authorities  assert  that 
Wilson  was  the  first  permanent  white  settler  in  the  town.  Joseph  Prim- 
mer's  deed  bore  the  date  of  May  Id,  17(H),  and  was  signed  by  the  mark 
of  Chief  Kashekekomuck.  Though  these  were  the  first  permanent  set- 
tlements made  in  the  town  and  on  its  western  border,  they  were  not 
the  first  white  men  who  visited  this  locality. 

In  17P>  David  Brainard  came  as  a  missionary  to  the  Indians  in  that 
vicinity,  but  removed  from  the  town  in  1711  <  >ther  early  settlerswere 
John  W.  Schermerhorn,  near  East  Nassau;  John  McCagg,  near  Brain- 
ard; Henry  Post,  about  three  miles  east  of  Nassau  village;  Thomas 
Hicks,  Titus  Huested,  Abraham  Holmes,  Major  Abijah  Bush,  Daniel 
Lit/.,  David  Waterbury  and  Reuben  Bateman.  Major  Hush  lived  at 
West  Nassau,  camo  from  Sheffield,  Mass  ,  and  served  in  the  Continental 
army  during  the  War  ol  the  Revolution,  crossing  the  Delaware  river 
with  Washington. 

The  first  tavern  in  Nassau  village  was  kept  by  Thomas  Hicks  in  a 
log  hut  built  before  the  Revolution.  About  the  same  time  a  grist  mill 
was  built  at  the  outlet  of  Tsatsawassa  pond  at  East  Nassau  by  John 
W.  Schneider,  who  also  kept  a  tavern  and  a  store.  Tie  also  erected  a 
grist  mill  on  Kinderhook  creek. 

In  the  northern  part  of  the  town  the  earliest  settler  of  whom  any 
record  is  left  was  John  B.  Adsit,  who  located  at  Alps  before  the  Revo- 
lution. The  hamlet  which  surrounded  his  home  was  for  many  years 
known  as  Adsit  Corners.  In  1781  Amaziah  Bailev  located  on  the  hill 
near  the  village  of  Alps.     Other  early  settlers  in  this  locality  were 
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Isaac  Dunham,  Elmer  Sedgwick,  Ebenezer  Sedgwick  and  Titus  Sedg- 
wick. John  Turner  made  an  early  settlement  in  the  extreme  eastern 
part  of  the  town  and  Benjamin  Greenman  located  about  the  same  time 
between  Stephentown  and  Nassau.  During  the  closing  years  of  the 
eighteenth  century  William  Root,  who  came  from  Sheffield,  Mass., 
Patrick  McGee,  George  McGee,  Jonathan  Devereaux,  Elijah  Adams, 
Jonathan  Emmons,  Jonathan  Williams,  Jeremiah  Fox,  Timothy  Pick- 
ery, Dr.  James  H.  Ball,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  army  who  came 
from  Connecticut,  Joseph  Marks,  Abiel  LCnapp,  John  Casey,  Eli  Vick- 
ery,  William  B.  Hoag,  Elnathan  Quimby  and  Eliphalet  Reed  settled  in 
the  town  . 

Jonathan  Hoag,  who  settled  in  the  town  in  1792,  purchased  of  Ste- 
phen Van  Rensselaer  several  hundred  acres  of  land  on  and  adjoining 
the  site  of  Nassau  village.  The  body  of  water  now  known  as  Hoag's 
pond  was  made  by  him  by  constructing  a  dam  which  covered  "the 
Vlaie  "  or  "  Beaver  Meadow  "  with  water.  lie  was  perhaps  the  most 
industrious  and  progressive  of  the  pioneers  of  Nassau.  Soon  after  he 
had  built  his  dam  he  constructed  a  raceway  which  connected  the  waters 
of  the  pond  to  the  mills  in  and  around  Nassau.  He  also  erected  a 
grist  mill,  a  hotel,  a  store  and  a  dwelling  house.  Nassau  owes  much 
of  its  early  prosperity  to  his  untiring  industry. 

Thomas  Hicks  is  believed  to  have  been  the  proprietor  of  the  earliest 
tavern  in  Nassau.  It  was  located  at  Nassau  village  before  the  War  of 
the  Revolution,  and  was  nothing  more  pretentious  than  a  log  cabin. 
At  East  Nassau  an  inn  was  established  by  John  W.  Schermerhorn  as 
early  as  17(1?,  and  soon  after  Major  Abijah  Bush  had  one  at  the  same 
place.  In  the  central  part  of  the  town  a  very  early  proprietor  was 
Reuben  Bateman.  |oseph  Greenman  ami  Patrick  McGee  had  taverns 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  town  soon  after  the  first  settlements  were 
made.  For  many  years  the  leading  hotel  at  Nassau  villge  was  main- 
tained by  Peter  Van  Yalkenburg.  Its  first  proprietor  was  a  man 
named  .Strong.  It  is  a  well  known  fact  in  history  that  many  eminent 
men  were  entertained  at  this  hospitable  hotel.  Among  them  were  the 
Marquis  de  Lafayette,  and  Joseph  Bonaparte,  king  of  Spain,  who  spent 
portions  of  several  summers  there.  Martin  Van  Buren,  William  L. 
Marcy,  De  Witt  Clinton,  Lewis  Cass  and  Generals  John  E.  Wool  and 
Alexander  McComb  were  also  frequent  patrons.  Lafayette's  visit  to 
the  house  was  made  in  1825,  when  he  made  a  tour  of  the  United 
States. 

(59 
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John  W.  Schermerhorn  at  East  Nassau  and  Jonathan  Hoag  at  Nas- 
sau owned  two  of  the  earliest  stores  in  the  town.  Hoag  cV-  Vail  are 
said  to  have  had  the  first  in  the  town.  The  were  located  in  Nassau 
village  on  the  site  of  the  first  tavern. 

The  medical  profession  has  been  well  represented  in  Nassau.  Dr, 
Joseph  Gale,  who  located  at  East  Nassau,  undoubtedly  was  the  first 
physician  to  practice  within  the  present  limits  of  the  town.     Dr.  James 

H.  Ball,  as  has  been  stated,  settled  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town  in 

I.  790.  He  held  important  offices  and  served  in  the  State  Assembly  in 
"1812  or  1813.  Dr.  Ebene/.er  Bassett  was  an  early  practitioner  at  Nas- 
sau village,  locating  there  about  1812,  and  Dr.  William  K.  Scott  was 
early  in  practice  at  East  Nassau.  Other  physicians  of  more  than  local 
repute  have  been  located  in  Nassau  from  time  to  time.1 

The  earliest  lawyer  in  the  town  of  whom  there  is  any  record  was 
Samuel  B.  Ludlow,  who  opened  an  office  in  Nassau  village  soon  after 
1!S15.  Not  much  later  Cyrus  Mason  and  Henry  Ludlow  were  also  in 
practice  there.  Fenner  Ferguson,  a  native  of  the  town,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1838,  but  soon  after  removed  to  Michigan,  where  he  became 
a  territorial  judge  and  a  delegate  to  Congress.  Later  practitioners 
wlio  were  well  known  were  Judge  Hugh  W.  McClellan,  Robert  II. 
McClellan,  a  former  surrogate;  Judge  E.  Smith  Strait,  B.  C.  Strait 
and  others.  General  John  E.  Wool  resided  at  Nassau  village  for  many 
years.  Hon.  fohn  A.  Griswold  was  also  a  native  of  the  town,  having 
been  born  there  in  1818.    He  removed  to  Troy  in  1835. 

The  first  town  meeting  in  Nassau  was  held  April  1,  1807,  the  day 
following  the  organization  of  the  town  by  the  Legislature  under  the 
name  of  Philipstown,  at  the  tavern  of  Pliny  Miller,  At  this  meeting 
the  following  were  chosen  for  the  first  officers  of  the  town: 

Supervisor,  Jonathan 'Hoag;  town  clerk,  William  C.  Elmore;  assessors,  Fenner 
Palmer,  Joseph  Finch,  Elijah  Adams,  Joseph  S.  Gale,  Titus  Huested ;  collector, 
Charles  Mason,  overseers  of  the  poor,  Samuel  Gale,  David  Waterbury;  commission- 
ers of  highways,  Fenner  Palmer,  Enoch  Benedict,  James  II.  Hall;  constables,  Charles 
Mason,  William  King,  Ebene/.er  Martin;  fenceviewers,  Enoch  Benedict,  Fenner 
Palmer,  Benjamin  Mason,  Titus  Huested,  Timothy  Sibley,  Gershom  Tabor,  Samuel 
Knapp,  John  Turner,  Jeremiah  Macks;  pound  masters,  Jonathan  Hoag,  Abijah  Bush, 
Isaac  Dunham;  beside  thirty-nine  pathmasters. 

From  time  to  time  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley  of  the  Valatie  kill 
have  suffered  from  Hoods,  which  destroyed  thousands  of  dollars'  worth 
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of  property.  One  of  the  most  serious  of  these  occurred  in  the  spring" 
of  L837,  when  the  dam  of  the  pond  north  of  Nassau  village  gave  way, 
carried  away  bridges,  wrecked  houses  and  ruined  considerable  other 
property.  Another  Hood  that  did  a  vast  amount  of  damage  occurred 
in  1 809,  when  the  waters  of  the  Kindcrhook  creek  destroyed  the  old 
Schermerhorn  grist  mill  at  East  Nassau  and  all  the  bridges  below  it  in 
the  town. 

It  was  in  the  town  of  Nassau  that  the  Anti-Rent  War  in  Rensselaer 
county  had  its  centre  for  many  years.  The  farmers  of  Nassau  are  said 
to  have  been  the  first  to  resist  in  an  effective  manner  the  attempts  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  land  in  that  section  to  collect  their  ground  rents, 
and  when  Colonel  Walter  S.  Church  of  Albany  came  into  possession  of 
the  title  to  these  lands  it  was  in  the  town  of  Nassau  that  he  met  with 
the  greatest  reverses  in  his  endeavor  to  enforce  his  claims.  As  early 
us  18415  an  anti-rent  society  was  organized  at  Hoag's  Corners,  and  while 
its  first  members  were  confined  principally  to  the  farmers  in  that  im- 
mediate locality  it  was  not  long  before  man}-  fanners  in  all  parts  of  the 
town,  and  even  some  from  other  towns,  became  secretly  identified  with 
the  organization.  The  meetings  were  generally  held  at  the  old  Martin 
tavern.  It  is  said  that  efforts  were  frequently  made  by  agents  of  the 
landlords  to  secure  admission  to  these  meetings.  It  might  have  been 
easy  for  some  daring  spirit  to  enter  the  inner  circle  on  some  occasions, 
for  as  a  rule  the  anti-renters  seldom  appeared  in  a  body  in  public  with- 
out disguise.  These  disguises  were  generally  those  which  caused  the 
rebellious  ones  to  take  on  the  appearance  of  Indians,  and  those  actively 
engaged  in  the  fight  were  frequently  referred  to  as  Indians.  In  their 
meetings  they  addressed  their  leaders  by  high  sounding  Indian  titles, 
and  a  member  ol  the  society  was  seldom  addressed  by  his  right  name 
at  meetings  of  any  kind  for  fear  that  an  enemy  might  be  within  hearing. 

Hut  in  spite  of  the  precautions  that  were  always  supposed  to  betaken 
by  the  anti-renters  the  neutral  public,  and  finally  the  friends  of  the 
landlords,  then  the  landlords  themselves,  obtained  the  names  of  some 
of  the  leaders  in  the  movement  and  the  information  thus  obtained  was 
employed  in  the  prosecution  of  the  offenders.  After  the  greatest  ex- 
citement caused  by  the  insurrection  had  begun  to  subside  it  became 
known  that  in  the  town  of  Nassau  the  recognized  head  of  the  organized 
movement  was  Prank  Abbott,  whom  the  conclaves  of  the  anti-rent 
society  knew  as  Little  Thunder.  Dr.  Smith  A.  Boughton  of  Alps 
was  called  Big  Thunder  and  Thomas  Thompson  of  Hoag's  Corners  en- 
joyed the  distinction  of  being  known  in  party  councils  as  Tuscarora. 
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Gideon  Reynolds  of  Hoosick,  who  served  as  sheriff  for  one  term, 
having  been  elected  to  that  office  in  1843,  about  the  time  of  the  organ- 
ization of  the  anti-rent  society  in  Nassau,  though  himself  reputed  10 
be  an  enemy  of  landlordism,  at  once  took  an  active  part  in  the  at- 
tempted suppression  of  the  disorders  brought  about  by  the  conflict 
between  the  anti-renters  and  the  authorities.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  a 
staunch  adherent  of  the  law,  and  though  he  felt  that  the  odds  were 
against  him,  he  summoned  a  posse  of  twenty-five  men  and  proceeded 
to  the  vicinity  of  the  village  of  Alps,  where  he  had  been  informed  a 
body  of  anti-renters  were  abroad.  When  he  reached  the  scene  of  the 
disorder  he  and  his  posse  were  overpowered,  their  horses  turned  loose 
and  Sheriff  Reynolds  and  his  band  of  deputies  were  marched  to  the 
village  of  Alps.  The  deputy  who  had  been  entrusted  with  the  legal 
papers  was  tarred  and  feathered  and  the  entire  bod}'  of  men  ordered 
to  return,  which  they  did.  Soon  afterward  Deputy  Sheriff  Lewis, 
while  attempting  to  serve  warrants  upon  some  of  the  "  Indians,"  was 
also  tarred  and  feathered  and  sent  back  to  his  home.  From  time  to 
time  similar  proceedings  were  had  by  the  anti-renters,  until  the  troubles 
were  settled  by  the  courts  and  Colonel  Church  obtained  his  legal 
rights. 

The  Nassau,  Schodack  and  Chatham  Mutual  Insurance  association 
was  organized  in  the  spring  of  1855,  the  first  directors  being:  Abel 
Merchant,  president;  Edward  Jacques,  secretary;  Sylvester  Water- 
bury,  John  Schermerhorn,  J.  B.  Rider,  John  N.  Vedder,  R.  Hermance 
and  Smith  Griffith.  Its  membership  at  once  became  large  and  the 
association  consequently  prosperous. 

Another  organization,  of  comparatively  recent  date,  which  has  done 
much  lor  the  agricultural  interests  ol  the  town,  is  the  Rensselaer 
County  Agricultural  society,  organized  at  Nassau,  largely  through  the 
efforts  of  George  W.  VVitbeck,  esq.,  in  is1,);;.  The  membership  is  large 
and  constantly  increasing.  The  annual  fairs  of  the  society  are  held  at 
Nassau  village  and  are  attended  by  farmers  from  all  parts  of  the 
county. 

Nassau  has  a  military  record  of  which  no  town  would  feel  ashamed. 
Many  of  the  residents  fought  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  The 
records  are  not  perfect  on  this  point,  however.  Among  those  who 
served  their  country  in  this  struggle  were  Major  Abijah  Bush,  who  for 
many  years  was  one  of  its  foremost  inhabitants.  Other  patriots  who 
shouldered  guns  between  1775  and  1783  were  Simeon  Griswold,  Dr. 
James  II.  Ball,  Robert  J.  W.  Burroughs  and  Guy  Lester. 
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In  the  War  of  L812  Nassau  was  well  represented.  Major-General 
John  R.  Wool,  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  soldiers  in  eastern  New 
York  in  those  clays ;  Captain  Simeon  Tifft,  Captain  David  St.  John, 
Rensselaer  Bateman,  Reuben  Rogers,  Varnum  Babcock,  Jacob  Cole, 
Jeremiah  Tifft,  Thomas  Tobias,  Isaac  Wheeler  and  George  Launt  were 
representative  men  of  the  town  who  enrolled  their  names  in  support 
of  the  cause  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  Nassau  sent  her  full  quota  of  men  to 
the  front  and  a  large  share  of  them  lost  their  lives  in  the  service.  The 
list  of  those  dying  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  includes  the  follow- 
ing' names: 

Jonathan  Hoag,  Judson  Hoag,  Rensselaer  Palmer,  Edward  Stickles,  Eleazer  Knap, 
Marshal  C.  Knap,  Asbury  Bacchus,  Arnold  Dennis,  Charles  II.  Ashley,  Noah  Ash- 
ley, Paul  Roberts,  Peter  Roberts,  Palmer  W.  Dunham,  George  Ilortou,  Thomas  II. 
Payne,  James  Brown,  Darius  Morris,  James  Dodge,  Cyrus  Gardner,  Lyman  Ostrom, 
Russell  D.  Ashley,  Hiram  Hotaling,  Willard  Reed,  George  Bailey,  William  Lasher, 
George  Sheldon,  Herman  Beckstine,  William  Shofelt,  Washington  L.  Taylor,  Henry 
J.  Knap,  Henry  Loppy,  Andrew  Trumble  and  C-eno  (  >ch. 

Nassau  is  essentially  an  agricultural  town,  yet  the  inhabitants  at  an 
early  day  took  advantage  of  the  splendid  water  power  afforded  by  the 
various  streams  flowing  through  the  town.  The  first  manufacturing 
enterprise  of  which  there  is  any  knowledge  was  the  grist  mill  of  John 
W.  Sehermerhorn,  at  the  outlet  of  Tsatsawassa  pond.  Soon  after  this 
mill  was  established  a  tannery  was  started  by  Jesse  Smith.  About 
1778  Morgan  Harris  operated  a  large  grist  mill  at  East  Nassau.  Soon 
after  1800  Winthrop  Root  had  a  tannery  at  the  same  place,  and  about 
the  same  lime  a  collar  factory  at  that  point  was  operated  by  Peter  Van 
Ihircn,  James  Turner,  ICrastus  Hemingway  and  others.  An  early  saw 
mill  and  grist  mill  at  Nassau  village  was  run  by  Fenner  Palmer.  This 
was  burned  in  1817  but  was  afterward  rebuilt.  About  1830  William  P. 
Herniance  had  a  carriage  factory  at  Nassau  village,  where  for  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  or  more  from  thirty  to  forty  men  were  given  lucra- 
tive employment.  The  extensive  paper  mills  of  1.  D.  Tompkins  on 
Kinderhook  creek,  near  Brainard,  were  established  about  1847  by  John 
B.  and  Peter  C.  Tompkins,  who  began  the  manufacture  of  straw  paper 
there.  The  site  was  occupied  early  in  the  century  by  Marks's  saw  mill 
and  subsequently  Page's  shingle  factory  was  added.  The  mill  was  en- 
larged in  1854,  under  the  proprietorship  of  Mr.  Davis.  These  mills 
for  a  long  time  were  one  of  the  principal  industries  of  the  county  out- 
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side  of  Troy.  Another  paper  mill  was  established  about  1855  by  John 
Bullis  at  Nassau  village.  It  was  abandoned  about  fifteen  years  later. 
Gershom  Turner  had  an  early  cotton  factory  at  Brainard.  In  1.842  the 
Nassau  cotton  mills  at  Brainard  were  established  by  Seth  Hastings  of 
Albany.  After  several  changes  the  property  passed  into  the  hands  of 
the  Clinton  Manufacturing  company  of  Woonsocket,  R.  J.  James  Allen 
started  the  foundry  at  Nassau  village  about  1800.  There  have  been 
several  other  industries  in  the  town  from  time  to  time,  but  these  men- 
tioned have  contributed  most  prominently  to  the  welfare  of  Nassau. 

The  principal  village  in  the  town  is  Nassau,  which  is  located  on  the 
Valatie  kill  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  town.  Nassau  was  origi- 
nally known  as  Union  village.  It  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  vil- 
lages in  the  county,  being  laid  out  evidently  with  an  eye  to  beauty  as 
well  as  utility.  It  was  a  famous  summer  resort  in  its  early  clays  and 
its  hotels  frequently  entertained  distinguished  guests  from  various 
parts  of  the  United  States  and  other  countries.  The  village  received 
its  first  charter  March  12,  181!),  when  these  corporation  officers  were 
named:  Trustees,  William  B  Hermance,  Chauncey  Porter,  Samuel  B. 
Ludlow,  Chester  Griswpld,  Ebenezer  I).  Bassett;  collector,  Henry 
Goodrich;  treasurer,  Calvin  Pardee.  A  new  charter  was  granted 
April  17,  1800,  conferring  additional  powers  and  duties  upon  the  vil- 
lage. Hugh  Wilson,  who  located  there  about  1760,  was  the  founder  of 
the  village.  Other  prominent  early  settlers  have  been  referred  to  in 
preceding  pages  in  this  chapter.  The  post-office  was  established  about 
1811,  and  Jonathan  Hoag,  one  of  the  most  influential  of  the  early  in- 
habitants, was  one  of  the  earliest  incumbents  of  the  office.  Early  pro- 
vision was  made  tor  village  improvements  and  tor  protection  against 
lires,  the  No.  I  Engine  company  having  existed  there  as  early  as  1840. 
Washington  Engine  company  was  organized  July  is,  1872,  and  four 
years  later  the  village  purchased  a  lire-engine.  .Some  of  the  leading 
i  industries  of  the  village  have  already  been  referred  to. 

The  Nassau  academy  was  incorporated  in  ISI35  by  Lyman  Vanden- 
burgh,  Samuel  W.  Hoag,  Dr.  Samuel  McClellan,  Dr.  Ebenezer  D.  Pas- 
sett.  Reuben  Merchant,  Samuel  B.  Ludlow,  John  Alden,  Smith 
Griffith  ami  William  li.  Hermance.  The  school  building  was  built  the 
same  year.  From  1 850  to  1 857  the  Rev.  Salmon  Hatch  conducted  it 
as  a  female  institute.    It  was  reincorporated  by  the  Regents  in  1808. 

East  Nassau  is  located  in  the  southeastern  pari  of  the  town  on  Kin- 
derhook  creek.     John  W.  Schermerhorn  was  one  of  its  most  conspicu- 
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ous  early  inhabitants,  and  in  his  honor  the  hamlet  for  many  years  was 
known  as  Schermerhorn's.  Mr.  Schermerhorn  was  the  proprietor  of 
the  first  tavern  at  East  Nassau.  Pliny  Miller  was  another  early  inn- 
keeper. William  Root  opened  a  general  store  there  as  early  as  1780. 
The  post-office  was  established  about  1S.')0  with  Jared  Root  as  post- 
master. 

Hoag-'s  Corners  is  situated  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  town  on 
Tsatsawassa  creek.  Its  early  inhabitants  and  industries  have  been  re- 
ferred to.  Robert  Martin  and  William  Hoag  were  early  tavern  keep- 
ers there,  beginning1  business  about  1822  or  1823.  The  former  also 
had  the  first  store  in  the  place,  running  it  in  connection  with  his  hotel. 
Several  small  industries,  established  there  early  in  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury, since  then  have  been  abandoned,  though  the  hamlet  is  quite 
thrifty  to-day.  The  post-office  was  established  in  1835  with  William 
B.  Hoag  as  postmaster. 

Brainard  is  in  the  southeastern  corner  of  the  town  and  was  named 
in  honor  of  fosepli  Brainard,1  who  built  a  bridge  over  Kinderhook 
creek  at  that  point.  It  was  first  called  Brainard's  Bridge.  The  Nas- 
sau cotton  mills,  for  many  years  a  prominent  industry  of  the  town, 
were  located  here  in  18R2.  Gershom  Turner  is  said  to  have  been  the 
first  proprietor  of  a  store  at  this  point,  and  the  first  tavern  was  kept  by 
Henry  Stoddard  about  181U  or  IS12. 

Dunham  Hollow  is  located  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  town.  It 
was  named  after  Isaac  Dunham,  who  settled  thereabout  180(1  and  built 
a  hotel  and  saw  mill.  An  early  hoe  factory  was  owned  by  Jacob  White 
and  the  first  saw  mill  by  a  man  named  Adams.  The  first  store  was 
owned  bv  |oshua  Coleman. 

North  Nassau  is  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town.  The  first  tavern 
was  kept  by  a  man  named  Burdick  about  1SH).  William  C.  121  mare 
had  an  early  store  and  tavern  there.  The  post-office  was  established 
about  1844  with  James  II.  Ball  as  postmaster. 

Alps,  so  named  on  account  of  the  mountainous  character  of  the  coun- 
try in  which  it  is  situated,  occupies  the  northeastern  corner  of  the 
town.  Miller's  Corners  is  a  small  hamlet  in  the  northwestern  corner 
of  the  town. 

The  earliest  religious  organization  in  Nassau  of  which  there  is  any 
record  was  a  union  society,  which,  in  1787,  built  a  house  of  worship  in 

1  Some  authorities  state  that  the  modern  nameof  Brainard  w;i>  given  the  hamlet  in  honor  of 
David  Brainard,  a  missionary  lu  the  Indians  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
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the  western  part  of  the  town  on  land  given  by  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer. 
Lutherans,  Presbyterians  and  a  few  members  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
church  united  in  the  work,  and  for  several  years  this  was  the  only 
house  of  worship  in  the  town.  The  society  had  no  regular  pastor  and 
the  meeting  house  was  razed  about  1810.  Another  house  of  wor- 
ship was  built  in  1795  or  1796  at  Nassau,  free  to  all  denominations. 
The  church  was  not  completed  for  many  years,  but  preaching  services 
were  held  there  while  it  was  in  an  unfinished  state.  This  building  was 
subsequently  used  for  several  years  by  the  Presbyterian  and  Reformed 
churches  in  common.     It  was  torn  down  many  years  ago. 

Some  time  before  the  year  1800  a  Presbyterian  church  was  organized 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  town  and  a  house  of  worship  was  erected 
about  three  miles  south  of  Alps.  The  church  ceased  to  exist  some 
time  between  1825  and  1835. 

The  Presbyterian  church  of  Nassau  was  organized  November  11, 
1802,  and  two  days  afterward  was  regularly  constituted.  The  Rev. 
Jonas  Coe  was  the  first  minister  to  preach  to  the  new  congregation. 
For  many  years  the  society  worshipped  in  the  old  free  church  build- 
ing referred  to.  In  1827  a  house  of  worship  was  erected,  being  dedi- 
cated January  13,  1828.  Its  first  location  was  a  few  feet  northwest  of 
the  Nassau  academy,  but  in  1848  it  was  removed  to  its  later  site.  The 
Rev.  Ezra  U.  Kinney  was  the  first  regular  pastor  to  preach  in  the  new 
church,  and  the  last  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Staunton.  Active  services  were 
discontinued  about  1879. 

The  organization  of  the  Protestant  Reformed  Dutch  church  of  Nassau 
closely  followed  that  of  the  old  Presbyterian  church,  occurring  in  the 
fall  of  1803.  The  society  was  incorporated  March  1809,  and  until 
IS'.'I  was  connected  with  the  church  at  Schodack.  The  Rev.  Jacob 
Sickles,  I).  D.,  who  organized  the  society,  conducted  its  first  services, 
but  the  first  regular  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Christian  Bork,  who  served 
from  1804  to  lsns.  The  early  meetings  of  the  body  were  held  in  the 
old  "Free  church,"  half  of  which  was  purchased  from  the  Presby- 
terians in  1800.  A  new  house  of  worship  was  erected  in  1.820  and 
dedicated  in  the  winter  of  that  year. 

The  First  Baptist  church  of  Nassau  existed  from  1790  to  1840,  just 
half  a  century.  It  was  located  about  two  miles  east  of  Nassau  village 
and  was  erected  by  Joseph  P>rainard,  the  founder  of  Brainard's  Bridge, 
afterward  Brainard. 

The  Second  Baptist  church  was  organized  in  1820  south  of  the  ham- 
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let  of  Alps.  The  first  officiating"  pastor  was  Stephen  Olmstead,  and 
Henry  Tucker  and  Brownell  Sandford  were  deacons.  The  Baptist 
church,  or  mission,  at  Hoag's  Corners  was  built  in  1861,  the  congrega- 
tion being  members  of  the  Second  Baptist  church. 

The  Methodist  church  at  Nassau  village  was  dedicated  in  the  fall  of 
1 8 '5 :J ,  having  been  erected  in  that  year.  But  fully  fifteen  years  before 
that  time  a  Methodist  class  was  formed  in  the  village.  The  dedicatory 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Carpenter,  and  the  earliest 
regular  pastor  of  whom  there  is  any  definite  knowledge  was  the  Rev. 
William  Anson.     The  church  prospered  from  the  beginning. 

A  Free  Union  Methodist  church  was  established  a  short  distance 
east  of  Dunham's  Hollow  many  years  ago. 

The  liaptist  church  at  hast  Nassau  was  founded  in  1870,  in  winch 
year  the  house  of  worship  was  erected.' 

In  1807  a  Presbyterian  church  was  established  at  East  Nassau,  with 
the  Rev.  fohn  Vounglove  as  the  first  pastor.  The  house  of  worship 
was  erected  by  this  and  the  Baptist  societies,  and  was  known  as  the 
Union  church.  It  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  18f>;).  The  following  year 
the  Presbyterian  congregation  built  its  own  house  of  worship,  the  dedi- 
cation occurringin  January,  1855.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Barker  is  said  to  have 
been  the  first  pastor. 

The  Methodist  church  at  East  Nassau  was  erected  in  1834,  the  con- 
gregation having  originated  in  a  class  organized  four  years  before. 

In  1839  the  Methodists  of  Brainard  organized  a  church  society  and 
at  once  erected  a  house  of  worship,  the  site  beingdonatcd  to  the  society 
by  Seth  Hastings.  In  1S75  a  new  church  was  erected.  The  society 
for  many  years  was  connected  as  a  charge  with  the  church  at  Nassau 

The  Catholic  church  at  Nassau  was  started  about  thirty  years  ago, 
the  congregation  being  under  the  care  of  the  priest  in  charge  of  the 
church  at  Sand  Lake. 

The  Free  Communion  Baptist  church  at  Alps  was  incorporated  July 
211,  1K?8,  having  been  organized  January  1 877,  by  members  of  the 
societies  at  Stephentown  and  Nassau.  The  Rev.  William  II.  Ponerden 
was  the  first  pastor. 

1  1  ii  live  case  of  fhis  chtircli  and  several  others  it  lias  been  impracticable  to  obtain  all  the  in- 
formation desired.    It  is  believed  the  essential  tacts  in  all  the  older  ami  most  important  churches 
have  been  secured, 
70 


551 


LANDMARKS  OK  RKNSSKLA  KR  COUNTY 


Sui'ERVlSORS  OF  NASSAU. 

1806-1810  Jonathan  Hoag;  1811,  Fenner  Palmer;  1812-1813,  Barent  Van  Vleck ; 
1814.-1816,  Fenner  Palmer;  1817-1818,  Bernard  Hicks;  1819-1820,  Chauncey  Porter; 

1821-  1822,  William  P.  Hermance;  1823-1824,  Fenner  Palmer;  1  *•>;>,  C.  Porter;  1826- 
1829,  Bernard  Hicks;  1830-1883,  Henry  Lord;  1834,  Ryer  Hermance;  1835,  Stephen 
Phillips;  1836-1837,  Henry  Lord;  1838-1840,  S.  W,  Hoag;  1841,  k.  Hermance;  1*42. 
Chester  Griswold ;  1843,  Seth  Hastings;  1844,  A.  Bingham;  1845,  E.  B.  TilTt;  1846, 
S.  Waterbury;  1847,  Joseph  TilTt ;  1848,  15.  B.  Till't ;  184!),  G.  W.  Norton;  1850-1851, 
().  C.  Thompson;  1852-1853,  A.  Bingham;  185-1-1855,1;.  W.  McClellan;  1856,  S. 
Waterbury;  1857-1858,  P.  11.  Hastings;  1859,  C.  W.  Herrick;  I860,  S.  Waterbury; 
1861-1862,  D.  Hermance;  1863,  B.  H.  Lord;  1864-1865,  J.  C  Enos;  1866,  S.  W. 
Ambler;  1867,  Daniel  Lewis;  1868,  J.  M.  Witbeck;  1869-1870,  S.  Waterbury;  1871- 
1878,  j.  T.  Germond;  1874-1876,  Gardner  Mcrey;  1877-1878,  Giles  Kirby ;  1879-1880, 
Barnis  C.  Strait;  1.881,  John  Van  Valkenburgh ;  1882-1883,  P.  P.  Palmateer;  1884,  ■ 
Jcdcdiah  Chapman;  1885,  Giles  Kirby;  1886,  Calvin  Van  Salisbury;  1887,  Gardner 
P.  Morey;  1888,  George  H.  Vatican ;  1889,  Alphonso  Waterbury ;  1890-1893,  George 
II.  Vadeau;  1894  ,  M.  R.  Millius. 

To w n  Ci.r.RKs  o v  N  a »s a  t; . 

1806-1816,  William  C.  Elmore;  1817-1818,  Isaac  B.  Pox;  1819  1821,  Asa  Savage; 

1822-  1825,  William  Pinck;  1826-1830,  Aaron  V.  Waterbury;  1831-1832,  Jonathan  G. 
Tiilt;  1833-1884,  Wilson  H.  Grand  all ;  1835,  Samuel  B.  Ludlow;  1880,  Edwin  R.  Ball; 
1837-1838,  Charles  Waterbury;  1839-1841  Edwin  R.  Ball;  1842,  Schuyler  Waterbury ; 
18T>,  Anson  Bingham;  1844,  Joseph  Pursman;  1845,  Schuyler  Waterbury;  1846, 
James  C.  Enos;  1847-1848,  George  W.  Norton;  1849,  Samuel  Stover;  1850,  Anson 
Bingham;  1851-185;!,  Win.  W.  Hemenway;  1854,  James  II.  Ball;  1855,  Leander  O. 
Daboll;  1856,  David  E.  Waterbury;  1857-1858,  Daniel  Hermance;  1859,  Sylvester 
Waterbury;  1860,  Herman  L.  Lester;  1861,  Edwin  H.  Crossett;  1862,  Melville  P.. 
Lord;  1863,  Gardner  Morey;  1864-1865,  Nelson  Webster;  1866,  James  A  Cotton; 
isii  1870,  Augustus  Jolls ,  1ST  I  1878,  George  O.  Daboll  ;  187  I  1876,  11.  Jerome  Hayes; 
1877  1878,  James  C.  Hitchcock;  1.879  1880,  George  W.  Witbeck;  1881,  Charles  M. 
Fellows;  lS82-!SS;t,  George  Kaetler;  1884-1885,  M.  k  Millius;  1886-1887,  S.  P. 
Waterbury;  1888-1889,  W.  II.  Sweet;  1890-1891,  F.  Wrim;  1892-1898,  D.  Aaron 
Hogeboom;  189-1  ,  Charles  II.  1 1  nested.1 

Justices  ot"  thk  Peace  ok  Nassau. 

1827,  William  P.  Hermance,  James  Hoag,  Samuel  Waterbury;  1*28,  Samuel 
Waterbury;  1829,  John  Van  Dusen ;  1830,  James  Hoag;  1881,  Spencer  Whiting; 
18112,  none  reported  elected  this  year;  1833,  John  G.  Dusenbury;  1834,  James  Hoag; 
1885,  Spencer  Whiting;  1886,  Lewis  Waterbury;  18157,  John  G.  Dusenbury,  Lyman 
Valdenburgh;  1888,  John  G.  Dusenbury  (v.);  Joshua  Coleman  (f.  t.);  1839,  Lyman 
Valdeuburgh;  1840,  Epaphroditus  Devercux;   1841,  Sylvester  Van  Valkenburgh; 

I  Credit  is  line  Mr.  [-{nested  tor  material  assistance  received  in  the  compilation  of  this  chapter. 
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1842,  George  W.  Norton  (v.);  Oliver  C.  Thompson  (f.  t);  I84SS,  Henry  Kirby ;  1844, 
Lewis  J.  Waterbury;  1845,  George  W.  Strait ;  in  MI,  Thomas  Ten  liyck;  l  hi  7,  Henry 
Kirby  ;  1848,  Oliver  C.  Thompson;  IH-J.!),  George  \V.  Norton;  1850,  William  IJomen- 
way,  Thomas  Ten  Eyck ;  1851,  Henry  Kirby  (f.  t.);  Daniel  Herinance(v.);  1852,  Oliver 
C.  Thompson;  IS."))!,  Dennis  Lewis;  1 851,  James  C.  linos;  1855,  Henry  Kirby ;  1850, 
Oliver  C.  Thompson;  1857,  Dennis  Lewis;  1858,  James  C.  linos;  1859,  Henry  Kirby; 
i860,  Alexander  II.  Tucker;  1801,  Dennis  Lewis;  1802,  James  C.  liuos;  IHOil,  Henry 
Kirby;  1804,  Henry  II.  Tucker;  1805,  Dennis  Lewis;  I  SOU,  James  G.  linos;  1807, 
James  Van  Valkenburgh;  1808,  Alexander  II.  Tinker;  1805),  Carlos  Ambler;  1870, 
James  C.  linos,  J.  F.  N.  Davis;  1871,  James  Van  Valkenburgh,  Nelson  Webster; 
1872,  James  ('..  Brown;  1873,  Lorenzo  Strait;  1874,  James  C.  linos;  1815,  fohn  Van 
Valkenburgh;  1876,  Henry  W.  Viekery;  1877,  Nathaniel  C.  Vanlcn,  Frank  L 
Houghton ;  IS7S,  James  C.  linos,  Lorenzo  Strait;  1870,  F.  I',.  Houghton;  1880,  Henry 
W.  Viekery;  1881,  David  Kilmer;  I882,  James  C.  linos;  I88U,  H.  S.  Van  Valkenburgh ; 
1884,  Thomas  Powell;  1H85,  David  Kilmer;  1880,  Frank  Hall;  IN87,  George  W,  Wit- 
beck;  Inns,  Thomas  Lowell ;  1880,  James  Thomson  ;  1890,  Frank  Hall;  1801,  George 
VV.  Witbeck;  I  Sir.',  Thomas  Powell;  I80:{,  James  Thomson  ,  1804,  James  C.  linos; 
1895,  George  VV.  Witbeck;  1890,  Henry  W.  Viekery. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 
TOW  N  OF  POESTENKILL. 

The-  town  of  Poestenkill  takes  its  name  from  the  Poesten  kill,  one  of 
the  most  important  streams  in  Rensselaer  count)',  from  an  industrial 
standpoint.  It  is  located  just  south  of  a  line  running  from  cast  to  west 
through  tin-  centre  i»l  the  county,  and  is  hounded  on  the  north  by 
Brunswick  and  Grafton,  on  the  east  by  Berlin,  on  the  south  by  Sand 
Lake  and  on  the  west  by  North  Greenbiish.  It  is  one  of  tin  smallest 
towns  in  Rensselaer  county,  as  well  as  the  youngest.  I'oestenkill  was 
formed  from  Sand  Lake  March  1848,  since  which  time  there  has  been 
no  change  in  its  boundaries. 

The  western  part  of  the  town  is  hilly  and  the  sr.il  fairly  well  adapted 
to  agriculture  and  grazing.  The  central  and  eastern  portions  are  rocky 
and  mountainous  and  not  productive,  except  in  a  few  localities  where 
the  husbandman,  by  years  of  toil,  has  succeeded  in  bringing  the  natur- 
ally sterile  land  up  to  a  fairly  productive  state.  The  most  prominent 
elevation  is  Snake  hill,  near  the  centre  of  the  town.  The  principal 
stream  is  the  Poesten  kill,  which  rises  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
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town  and  (lows  northwesterly  through  Brunswick,  emptying  into  the 
Hudson  at  Troy.  There  are  several  ponds  in  Poestenkill,  the  most 
important  being  Hicks's  pond,  south  of  East  Poestenkill;  Hosford 
pond,  in  the  northeastern  section,  and  Cooper  and  Vosburgh  ponds,  in 
the  western  section.     These  drain  nearly  all  the  creeks  in  the  town. 

About  five  years  before  the  War  of  the  Revolution  the  first  settlers 
moved  into  Poestenkill  from  Troy,  Lansingburgh,  Greenbush  and  other 
portions  of  the  valley  of  the  Hudson.  Among  the  first  persons  to  found 
homes  within  the  limits  of  the  town  were  the  Whyland,  Ives  and  Lynd 
families,  but  it  is  not  known  positively  that  they  were  the  earliest  inhabit- 
ants. Arch  elans  Lynd  located  near  Poestenkill  village  about  1770on  land 
leased  of  the  patrpon.  He  had  four  sons,  three  of  whom,  Archelaus,  John 
and  Leonard,  remained  in  Poestenkill.  About  the  same  time  Jacob  Why- 
land  located  a  short  distance  east  of  Poestenkill  village  Pour  of  his  sons, 
John,  Leonard,  Jacob  and  Barnard,  settled  in  the  town.  Lazarus  Ives, 
who  came  from  Connecticut,  settled  about  a  mile  north  of  Poestenkill  vil- 
lage as  early  as  1770.  He  leased  several  hundred  acres  of  the  patroon 
and  at  once  engaged  in  agriculture  and  stock  raising.  Christopher  and 
Lazarus,  two  of  his  sons,  remained  in  town  and  became  prosperous 
farmers.  The  settlements  were  made  in  the  western  part  of  the  town 
first,  but  as  soon  as  the  wilderness  had  been  opened  up  others  pushed 
their  way  rapidly  into  the  country  to  the  east.  David  J.  De  Freest,  S. 
Barringer,  Frederick  Barringer,  John  Barringer,  Jacob  Fosmire,  Gideon 
Reed,  Jacob  Moid,  Peter  Moid,  John  Polock,  John  Clint,  Vincent 
Castle,  William  Plass,  Bernard  Weatherwax,  Jacob  Midler,  Stephen 
Midler,  Henry  W.  Koon,  Stephen  R.  I  limes,  William  Cooper,  Philip 
Simmons  and  Samuel  Delaiuater  were  earl)'  settlors  in  the  northwest 
part  of  the  town,  at  or  near  Poestenkill  village.  South  of  them,  in  the 
southwestern  portion  of  the  town,  were  Peter  Minnick,  Philip  Strunk, 
Peter  Link,  John  N.  Liphite,  Stephen  Liphite,  Cobnradt  Snyder  and 
Thomas  Blewer. 

John  Cottrell,  whose  descendants,  like  himself,  became  influential 
citizens,  came  from  Roxburv,  Mass.,  ami  located  about  1807  three  miles 
east  of  Poestenkill  village.  He  was  the  father  of  nine  children.  One 
of  his  sons,  George  Cottrell,  remained  on  the  homestead.  James 
Cottrell  and  William  L.  Cottrell  also  located  in  the  town.  Elder 
Alderman  Baker  was  another  prominent  pioneer  of  the  eastern  section 
of  the  town.  He  was  a  farmer  and  a  local  Baptist  preacher  for  many 
years,  the  old  church  at  East  Poestenkill  being  known  for  man)-  years 
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as  Elder  Baker's  church.  Other  early  settlers  in  the  eastern  portion 
of  the  town  were  Joseph  Amidon,  a  pioneer  tavern  keeper  at  East 
Poestenkill;  Simon  Dingman,  who  came  from  East  Greenbush  about 
1819;  Henry  Searles,  Solomon  Cady,  Josiab  Hull,  John  Stevens,  David 
Horton,  Samuel  Cottrell,  Reuben  Babcock,  Levi  Trumbull,  Royal 
Cady,  Frederick  Cramer,  Edmund  Wheeler  and  Coonradt  Colehamer. 

Poestenkill  is  not  a  large  town  and  on  account  of  its  location  it  was 
not  a  very  important  thronghfare  for  stage  traffic  in  its  early  days, 
consequently  the  number  of  taverns  was  limited.  The  earliest  tavern 
in  town  of  which  there  is  any  record  was  located  at  Poestenkill  village 
and  was  owned  by  Samuel  Delamater.  It  afterward  became  known  as 
the  Blewer  tavern,  or  Union  hall,  having  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Stephen  V.  R.  Blewer.  Among  the  proprietors  before  the  latter  were 
Jacob  Clark,  Henry  Ensign,  Leonard  Lynd  and  Darius  Allen.  Wil- 
liam Barber  built  an  early  tavern,  and  Ebenezer  Barringer  followed 
him  with  the  third  or  fourth  in  town.  Later  tavern  keepers  in  town 
were  Eri  Streeter,  Henry  Lance,  George  Kilmer,  Isaac  Allen,  Wait 
Winched,  Benjamin  Barber,  Reuben  Babcock  and  David  Horton,  jr. 
Reuben  Babcock's  tavern  was  located  near  Rarberville  as  early  as  1810. 
Twenty  years  later  Reuben  Babcock  also  had  a  tavern  at  Ives's  Cor- 
ners. 

Abram  Newman  is  reported  to  have  been  the  proprietor  of  the  first 
store  at  Poestenkill  village,  which  was  doubtless  the  first  in  the  town. 
About  L852  Jeremiah  L.  Becker  started  a  store  at  Poestenkill.  In  con- 
nection with  his  tavern  Samuel  R.  Delamater  ran  a  store,  which  for 
many  years  afterward  was  run  by  his  successors  in  the  tavern.  Near 
Last  Poestenkill  Cyrus  Amidon  was  one  of  the  earliest  storekeepers. 
Eliphalet  Mimes  engaged  in  trade  there  as  early  as  1S-I7.  Other  early 
tradesmen  in  the  town  included  ]olm  Roekenst  y  re,  Gregory  &  Fonda, 
Coonradt  C.  Cooper,  George  Barber,  Dennis  Amidon,  John  Iving, 
George  Henderson,  Miles  Clark  and  others. 

Dr.  Matthew  Moody,  who  was  in  practice  at  Poestenkill  village  for 
many  years,  was  probably  the  earliest  physician  in  the  town.  At  Bar- 
berville  Dr.  Elmer  was  an  early  practitioner.  Dr.  Peter  F.  Westervelt 
and  Luther  11.  Barber  were  other  early  practitioners  who  enjoyed  an 
extensive  ride.  Early  lawyers  who  had  a  large  practice  were  George 
Davitt,  Eleazer  Wooster  and  his  son,  Albert  E.  Wooster,  who  removed 
to  Troy  and  was  elected  district  attorney  of  Rensselaer  county,  serving 
from  |.87fi  to  1 87'.). 
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The  first  school  in  the  town  was  established  in  178ft  or  soon  after,  in 
Poestenkill  village,  the  land  devoted  to  the  purpose  being  donated  by 
General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  March  12,  17S8.  Later  it  became 
the  site  of  the  school  house  in  District  No.  ;i.  Another  early  school 
house  was  located  near  the  old  Poestenkill  hotel.  About  1840  a  more 
pretentious  building  was  built  in  the  village,  and  from  18.55  to  1805  the 
Poestenkill  academy  was  maintained  by  Prof.  Martin  and  others  in  the 
building  afterward  used  as  the  Disciples'  church.  The  common  schools 
in  the  town  at  this  time  have  a  high  standing,  and  some  of  the  best 
known  educators  in  the  county  have  been  teachers  therein. 

It  was  about  a  month  after  the  incorporation  of  Poestenkill  before 
tlie  first  town  meeting  was  held.  It  took  place  at  the  house  of  Jeremiah 
L.  Becker  April  4,  1818.  John  Amidon  was  selected  as  moderator  and 
David  Luce  as  clerk,  and  these  officers  were  chosen  : 

Supervisor,  James  Henderson,  jr.;  town  clerk,  David  Luce;  superintendent  of 
schools,  Eleazer  Flint;  assessors,  John  1.  Vosburgh,  Benjamin  \\.  Randall  and 
Harmon  Vanderzee;  commissioners  of  highways,  Barney  Weatherwax  and  Stephen 
Austin;  justices  of  the  peace,  George  Cottrell,  George  Barker  and  Benjamin  Wilkin- 
son;  overseers  of  the  poor,  Christian  C.  Cooper,  Samuel  Comick;  constables,  John 
Barker,  Alonzo  Whyland,  William  Cooper,  John  F.  Whyland;  collector,  |ohn  Barker; 
sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  James  D.  Simmons. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  Poestenkill  at  the  time  of  the  War  of 
the  Revolution  was  small,  nevertheless  a  fail'  proportion  of  the  men 
served  their  country  by  carrying  mnskets  during  those  trying  eight 
years.  Among  them  were  Archelaus  Lvnd,  Daniel  Peck,  William 
Sluvter,  Barent  Polockand  a  man  named  Windsor.  Benjamin  Cottrell 
who  subsequently  removed  to  Poestenkill.  is  said  to  have  earned  the 
first  wheelbarrow  load  of  earth  for  the  intrenchments  at  Bunker  Hill. 

The  towns  records  of  the  War  of  1SP-2  have  not  been  preserved,  but 
it  is  known  that  William  C.  Cooper,  Bugbee  Feathers,  George  Horton, 
Joel  Peck  and  Thomas  Morrison  served  in  that  war  and  joined  the 
liddy  expedition. 

The  town  came  promptly  to  the  front  with  its  full  quotas  of  men 
during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  Those  who  died  in  the  service  in 
this  memorable  struggle  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union  were: 

Daniel  M.  Horton,  Philip  Amidon,  Daniel  Morrison,  John  Wagoner,  George  Bradt, 
Dexter  Randall,  William  H.  H.  Wood.  Martin  Laral.ee,  Willartl  Bailey,  \V.  L. 
Robbins,  George  Simmons,  and  William  H.  Mason. 

None  of  the  hamlets  in  the  town  of  Poestenkill  are  very  populous. 
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The  principal  one  is  Poestenkill,  which  is  located  on  the  Poesten  kill  in 
the  western  part  of  the  town.  Its  settlement  has  already  been  de- 
scribed. At  the  close  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century  the 
business  of  the  hamlet  consisted  of  a  saw  mill,  a  store  and  a  hotel. 
Earlier  in  its  history  several  small  industries  were  located  there,  in- 
cluding a  tannery  operated  by  John  Heals.  There  were  also  several 
large  bath  houses  for  the  convenience  of  those  desiring  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  mineral  springs  near  the  hamlet,  which  many  years  ago 
made  the  place  a  popular  resort  by  reason  of  their  supposed  curative 
properties.  In  1813  or  1814  a  flood,  following  two  days'  heavy  rainfall, 
destroyed  the  tannery,  bath-houses  and  several  other  buildings.  About 
18155  the  post-office  was  established,  with  Dr.  Luther  II.  Barber  as 
postmaster. 

For  several  years  a  cotton  hatting  factory  was  operated  in  the  rear 
of  the  Blewer  tavern  by  William  L.  Hoag  and  Nicholas  Taylor.  The 
latter  also  was  proprietor  of  a  tannery  and  flax  mill  Later  on  John 
H.  Dater  had  a  small  shirt  factory  there  and  William  L.  Hoag  made 
wagons  there  about  1 87*51  The  village  now  contains  a  population  vary- 
ing from  300  to  400,  but  the  industries  are  not  so  important  as  they 
once  were. 

The  other  hamlets  are  East  Poestenkill,  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
town,  formerly  known  as  Columbia;  Barberville,  about  a  mile  easterly 
from  Poestenkill,  and  Ives's  Corners,  a  small  hamlet  near  the  centre 
of  the  town.  The  principal  industry  in  the  vicinity  of  East  Poestenkill 
for  many  years  was  the  shirt  and  collar  factory  of  foel  B.  Dingman. 

The  first  regular  church  organization  in  Poestenkill  was  that  of  the 
First  Baptist  church;  which  was  organized  in  1S1-I  Elder  Alderman 
Buk.cr  was  the  first  pastor,  and  the  church  edifice,  w  hich  was  originally 
a  wagon  shop  standing  about  a  mile  west  of  Fast  Poestenkill,  was 
locally  known  as  "Elder  Baker's  church."  Elder  Baker  worked  his 
farm  six  days  of  the  week  and  conducted  the  religious  services  here  the 
seventh.     In  I  S 5 S  or  1859  a  new  house  of  worship  was  erected. 

As  early  as  1820,  perhaps  a  few  years  prior  to  that  time,  a  Dutch 
Reformed  society  existed  at  Poestenkill  village,  the  meeting  house  be- 
ing the  one  subsequently  occupied  by  the  Disciples'  church.  The  Rev. 
Henry  Bellinger  was  its  pastor  for  many  years.  The  society  subse- 
quently became  consolidated  with  that  at  Wynantskill. 

The  Franckean  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  of  Poestenkill  was  organ- 
ized August  II,  18;!;!,  and  was  connected  with  Raymertown  and  West 
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Sand  Lake  as  a  pastoral  charge.  The  first  house  of  worship  was  dedi- 
cated November  13,  18:5".',  and  the  second  on  Christmas  eve,  1805.  The 
first  pastor  of  the  society  was  the  Rev.  J.  I  K  Lawyer.  A  parsonage 
was  built  in  1800,  and  numerous  improvements  to  the  church  property 
have  been  made  since  that  date. 

The  First  Free  Baptist  church  of  Poestenkill  was  organized  in  1834 
with  Elder  Miller  as  pastor,  and  a  house  of  worship  was  built  soon 
afterward  on  the  elevation  known  as  Oak  Hill.  Several  years  later 
another  was  erected  about  a  mile  west  of  Last  1'oestenkill. 

The  Church  of  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  Poestenkill  village  was  or- 
ganized about  1870  and  soon  after  occupied  its  own  house  of  worship. 
Its  early  membership  was  small,  but  its  development  in  later  years  has 
been  marked. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  East  Poestenkill  dates  from  1872. 
In  the  fall  of  1871,  through  the  influence  of  Reuben  Peckham  of  Troy, 
George  Hudson,  a  local  preacher  residing  at  Castleton,  went  to  Dyking 
Pond  (West  Berlin.)  and  preached  in  a  school  house.  Several  of  those 
attending  these  services,  mostly  Germans,  were  converted.  Soon  after 
the  Troy  Praying  band  began  holding  services,  and  during  the  winter 
a  charge  now  known  as  the  Columbia  charge  was  formed.  March  27, 
187'-',  the  Troy  Conference  accepted  the  territory  as  a  mission  and  the 
Rev.  E.  A.  Hlanchard  was  appointed  pastor.  A  house  of  worship  was 
built  at  once,  and  October  11,  187'',  Rev  Merritt  Hulburd  of  the 
[-1  nelson  Street  M.  E.  church  of  Albany  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon. 
The  edifice  cost  $0,500,  ami  the  parsonage  $1,000.  A  bell  costing  $350 
was  placed  in  the  tower  of  the  church  at  the  expense  of  Mrs  Seth  P.. 
Foster  and  M rs.  Waterman. 

Supkkvisous  or   Poi  s  I  I  Nkll  I.. 

1848-1849,  J.  Henderson;  1850,  K.  Wooster;  1851,  C.  Sliter;  1 852-1 853,  J.  I.  Vos- 
burgli;  1854-1855,  L.  Lynd;  1856,  J.  I.  Vosburgh;  1857,  L.  Lynd;  1858-1859,  I). 
Amidon;  1860-1861,  L.  Lynd;  1862-1803,  G.  W.  Davitt;  1864,  L.  J.  Barnes;  1865- 
1866,  G.  W.  Davitt;  1867,  L.  Lynd;  1868-1869,  George  H.  Cooper;  1870,  L.  Lynd; 
1871-1872,  J.  J.  Sliter;  is;;:,  L.  B.Whyland;  1*74-1  S75,  II.  Herrington;  1*7(1,  George 
II.  Cooper;  1*77,  Win.  L.  Cot  troll;  1*7*,  George  II.  Cooper;  1*79-1**0.  Albert  W. 
Davitt;  1881-1882,  L.  Lynd;  1883,  George  H.  Cooper;  1884-1885,  J.  H.  Whyland; 
l**(i-18H*,  Hammond  Herrington;  1889-1890,  Albert  W.  Davitt;  1891-1892,  George 
N.  Cottrell;  1893  ,  Frank  k.  Dustin. 

Town  Clerks  of  Pokstf.nkii.i.. 
1*4*,  David  Luce;  1*50,  John  J.  Place;  1851,  Jeremiah  L.  Meeker;  1855,  Charles 
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N.  Quitterfield;  1851),  David  B.  Clark;  1857,  Nicholas  Taylor;  1858,  Coon rad t  C. 
Cooper;  185!),  IvesLynd;  18(H),  George  W.  Taylor;  1801,  Jacob  H.  VVhyland;  1863, 
Daniel  N.  Place;  1804,  William  O.  Ives;  1805,  Charles  H.  Reed;  1807,  Casper  Paw- 
ley;  1868,  Jacob  H.  Whyland;  1871-1884,  Thomas  Nelson;  1885-1880,  Arthur  Nel- 
son; 1887,  Edgar  Prediger;  1888-1890,  Arthur  Nelson;  1891-1895,  J.  H.  Daler; 
1896  ,  Nicholas  Pawley. ' 

J  II STICKS  UK  THK  PKACH  OK  POK.STKN  K II,!, 

1848,  George  Cottrell,  George  Barber,  Benjamin  Wilkerson  ;  1849,  Eleazer  Wooster, 
Samuel  Carmik;  1851),  William  11.  Snyder,  George  Cottrell;  1851,  George  Barber; 
1852,  Abner  Garrison ;  1853,  William  H.  Snyder;  IS54,  George  Cottrell;  1855,  Solon 
Bingham,  jr.,  William  Slaughter;  1850,  Ezra  W.  Haskins;  1851,  Edmund  Cole;  1858, 
James  Ives,  William  Cooper;  185!),  William  Cooper,  David  Fonda;  I860,  David 
Fonda;  1861,  William  II.  Snyder;  1862,  James  Ives;  1863,  William  Cooper;  1804, 
George  Barber;  1865,  William  M.  Snyder;  I860,  James  Ives;  1807,  Leonard  M. 
Norton ,  1868,  William  Cooper;  1809,  William  H.  Snyder,  George  Barber;  1870, 
James  Ives;  1871,  William  A.  Snook;  1872,  George  Barber;  1873,  William  II. 
Snyder;  1874,  James  Ives;  1875,  William  A.  Snook;  1870,  George  Barber;  1877, 
William  1-1,  Snyder;  1878,  William  Cooper;  is?1.),  William  A.  Snook;  1880,  George 
Barber;  1881,  William  II.  Snyder;  1SS2,  James  Ives;  1883,  William  A.  Snook;  1884, 
William  Cooper;  1885,  Charles  II.  Read;  1880,  James  Ives,  1887,  William  A.  Snook; 
1888,  George  Barber;  188!).  Charles  II.  Read;  1890,  James  Ives;  1891,  William  A. 
Snook;  1892,  George  Barber;  ls'.KS,  J.  II.  Bonesteel ;-'  1894,  AlbertllS  Austin;  1895, 
William  A.  Snook;  1896,  George  Barber,  jr. 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

TOWN  OF  GRAFTON. 

The  town  of  Grafton  is  located  north  of  the  centre  of  Rensselaer 
county.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Pittstown  and  Hoosick,  on  the 
east  by  Petersburgh,  on  the  south  by  Berlin  and  Poestenkill  and  on  the 
west  by  Brunswick.  Like  Stcphentown  it  is  rectangular  in  shape.  Its 
surface  contains  more  small  lakes  and  poncls  than  any  other  town  in 
the  county,  and  these  are  the  headwaters  of  many  streams  flowing  in 
every  direction.     The  town  may  be  said  to  lie  the  centre  of  the  water- 

1  Credit  is  due  Mr.  I'awley  fur  compiling  late  statistics  pertaining  to  the  officers  of  the  town 
of  Poestenkill, 

'-'  I  )id  not  qualify. 
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shed  of  Rensselaer  count}'.  The  town  is  described  as  follows  in  the 
Revised  Statutes  of  New  York  State: 

The  town  of  Grafton  shall  contain  all  that  part  of  said  county  bounded  westerly 
by  Brunswick,  southerly  by  Sand  Lake  and  Berlin,  northerly  by  the  north  bounds  of 
the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyok,  easterly  by  a  line  to  commence  on  the  said  north 
bounds,  seven  miles  east  of  the  northeast  corner  of  Brunswick,  and  running  from 
thence  southerly,  parallel  to  the  east  line  of  Brunswick,  to  the  north  line  of  Berlin. 

Grafton  possesses  the  most  uneven  surface  of  any  town  in  the  county. 
It  is  located  within  the  limits  of  the  Petersburg!)  range  of  mountains 
and  the  principal  peaks  in  the  town  reach  an  altitude  of  from  a  thou- 
sand to  twelve  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  A  .small  por- 
tion of  the  land  only  is  cultivable,  but  the  hillsides  afford  excellent 
grazing.  Nevertheless  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Grafton  have  farms 
which,  by  years  of  constant  care  ami  cultivation,  have  been  rendered 
almost  as  productive  as  any  within  the  county.  As  already  stated,  ponds 
and  small  streams  are  very  abundant.  Cranberry  lake,  in  the  southern 
part,  is  the  source  of  the  (Juacken  kill,  which  (lows  by  a  devious  route 
to  the  western  limits  of  the  town,  affording  numerous  excellent  mill 
sites.  In  the  northern  part  of  the  town  are  several  creeks  flowing 
towards  the  Hoosiek  valley.  The  ponds  of  Grafton  are  noted  for  the 
purity  and  high  quality  of  their  water,  and  some  of  them  on  this  ac- 
count have  frequently  been  considered  as  available  sources  of  supply 
for  Troy's  drinking  water.  Among  the  principal  ponds,  some  of  which 
are  exceedingly  picturesque,  are  White  Lily  pond,  so  named  for  the 
water  lilies  which  abound  therein;  Babcock's  pond,  named  in  honor  of 
an  early  inhabitant  long  known  as  "  Honest  fohn  "  Babcock;  Long 
pond,  so  named  on  account  of  its  shape;  South  Long  pond,  Pcckham 
pond,  llavncr  pond,  Gravel  pond,  Mud  ponds,  Mill  pond  and  Red  pond, 
all  of  which  names  are  of  obvious  sources. 

The  question  of  the  first  settlement  of  Grafton  has  never  been  set- 
tied.  The  names  of  the  first  white  men  who  built  new  homes  in  the 
wilderness  and  the  date  of  their  coming  probably  never  will  he  known. 
In  all  probability,  however,  the  town  was  the  last  in  Rensselaer  county 
to  become  settled.  Grafton  was  formed  from  the  towns  of  Troy  and 
Petersburg!!  March  20,  1807,  and  even  at  this  comparatively  late  day 
it  had  few  inhabitants.  Abel  Owen  is  generally  believed  to  have  been 
the  first  man  to  enter  the  rather  unattractive  mountain  wilderness  and 
build  himself  a  home.  Hewasasturdy  farmer,  an  indefatigable  laborer, 
and  to  encourage  further  settlement  the  patroon  gave  him  a  grant  of 
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two  hundred  acres  or  more  of  what  was  then  thought  to  be  the  best 
land  in  that  section  adapted  to  farming".  Mr  Owen  was  not  long  with- 
out neighbors,  if  indeed  there  were  not  one  or  more  families  located  in 
that  vicinity  when  he  built  his  log  house. 

There  is  nothing  to  show  when  Mr.  Owen  moved  to  Grafton,  but 
from  subsequent  settlements  and  other  occurrences  it  is  thought  that 
it  could  not  have  been  very  long  before  the  War  of* the  Revolution. 
Possibly  it  was  several  years  later,  during  that  war  or  at  its  close. 
Immediately  after  the  period  when  the  colonists  were  fighting  for  in- 
dependence, or  beginning  with  1784  or  1785,  several  families  leased 
land  in  Grafton  of  Genera]  Van  Rensselaer  and  began  the  cultivation 
of  the  land  there.  Abel  Qwen  is  recorded  as  a  Revolutionary  soldier, 
so  that  the  preponderance  of  opinion  is  that  no  settlements  were  made 
in  the  town  until  the  closing  years  of  the  war  or  later.  Perhaps  those 
who  located  there  in  the  years  mentioned  accompanied  Owen.  About 
1780  the  latter  had  at  least  two  or  three  neighbors,  families  named 
Coon  and  Demmon  being  early  lessees  of  the  patroon's  lands.  About 
1.790  Abel  Owen  sold  his  farm  to  Lemuel  Steward  and  removed  with 
his  family  to  Onondaga  county. 

Among  the  other  early  inhabitants,  during  the  eighteenth  century, 
were  John  Babcock,  who  came  from  Rhode  Island  about  the  close  of 
the  Revolution;  Klkanah  .Smith,  who  came  from  New  Jersey;  William 
Scriven,  from  Rhode  Island,  who  located  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
town;  Joshua  Hanker,  John  Phillips,  Thomas  Phillips ;  Abel  Ford,  who 
came  from  Massachusetts;  Davicl  Mills,  John  Mills;  Francis  Brock,  who 
came  from  Vermont;  John  Monroe,  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  north- 
ern pari  of  the  town;  Rufus  Kix,  Solomon  Smith.  |ohn  1'.  llavner, 
Daniel  Littleiicld,  Solomon  Root,  Francis  West,  Captain  Charles  Ferry, 
Nathaniel  Dunibleton,  who  came  from  Grafton,  Vt  ,  in  1700;  Henry 
Coonradt,  Daniel  Saunders,  Godfrey  Howard,  Henry  Hydorn,  John 
Hydorn,  Marcus  Simmons  and  Lodewick  Boncsteel.  Others  who  re- 
moved to  the  town  some  time  prior  to  1813,  as  shown  by  the  jury  lists 
and  assessment  rolls,  included  Marius  (probably  Marcus)  Simmons, 
Stephen  Chandler,  Nathan  West,  Ezra  Davidson,  Daniel  Smith,  Ziba 
Hewitt,  Patrick  Agan,  Thomas  West,  Rev.  Carey  Rogers,  William 
Potter,  Matthew  Maxon,  Joseph  Burdick,  Nathan  Hakes,  jr.,  Joshua 
Scriven,  |  edediah  Wellman,  Abraham  File,  Jacob  File,  Reuben  Gallup, 
Zcbulon  Scriven,  Walter  Durkee,  John  Worthington,  John  T.  Manor, 
Clark  Rogers,  Benjamin  Rogers,  John  Twogood,  Puke  (.'lark,  Ben- 
jamin Phillips,  Christopher  Mitchell. 
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Nathaniel  Dumbleton,  who  was  first  elected  to  the  office  of  supervisor, 
removed  to  the  town  from  Grafton,  Yt.,  and  tradit  ion  says  that  through 
his  influence  the  town  received  the  name  which  it  has  since  borne. 
The  first  town  meeting  was  held  soon  after  the  organization,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  April,  1807,  at  the  house  of  Nathan  Hakes.  Joseph  Berwick 
was  chosen  moderator  and  these  town  officers  were  elected: 

Supervisor,  Nathaniel  Dumbleton;  town  clerk,  David  S.  Crandall;  assessors,  Pat- 
rick Agan,  Ziba  Hewitt,  John  Babcock;  overseers  of  the  poor,  Joseph  Burdick,  Ben- 
jamin West;  commissioners  of  highways,  Samuel  Prindall,  James  West  2nd,  Jede- 
diah  Wellman;  collector,  Joseph  Burdick,  jr.;  constables,  kalian  Maxon,  Simeon 
Smith,  Joseph  Burdick,  jr.  ;  overseers  of  highways  and  fence  viewers,  Thomas  West, 
Jonathan  Brooks,  James  West,  John  Worthington,  Nathan  West,  Joseph  Burdick, 
John  Phillips,  Marcus  Simmons,  William  Snyder,  Henry  Coonradt,  John  Reed,  Syl- 
vester Chase,  Peter  Wager,  Stephen  Chandler,  Walter  Durkee,  William  Scriven, 
Francis  Brook,  Zebulon  Scriven  2nd,  Jonathan  M.  Scriven,  Michael  Brenanstuhl, 
Charles  Hall,  John  Babcock;  poundmasters,  Thomas  Smith,  Joseph  Scriven,  John 
Babcock. 

Two  taverns  are  mentioned  by  various  authorities  as  the  earliest  in 
town.  One  was  located  at  East  Grafton  and  was  built  and  maintained 
by  Thomas  Scriven;  the  other  was  located  in  the  western  part  of  the 
town  and  was  kept  by  Elijah  Terry.  The  tavern  of  S.  McChesney  was 
opened  about  the  year  1800.  The  Grafton  house  was  built  about  1838 
by  General  Van  Rensselaer.  It  was  the  most  pretentious  affair  in  the 
town  and  for  many  years  one  of  the  most  prominent  taverns  in  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  county. 

About  the  year  1800  Josiah  Litchfield  opened  a  general  store  at 
Ouackenkill,  erecting  a  saw  mill  about  the  same  time.    S.  McChesney, 
in  addition  lo  his  tavern,  also  kept  an  early  store  at  Ouackenkill.  Gen 
oral  Van  Rensselaer  built  a  grist  mill  in  181)15  or  1837.     These  were  for 
many  years  the  principal  business  enterprises  in  Grafton. 

The  first  physician  to  practice  in  town  of  whom  there  is  any  knowl- 
edge was  Dr.  Rufus  S.  Waite,  a  native  of  Petersburgh,  who  came  to 
Grafton  Centre  from  Brownsville,  N.  Y.,  in  1810.  lie  practiced  for 
about  forty  years  and  became  widely  known  throughout  Rensselaer 
county.  Dr.  Amos  Allen,  also  a  native  of  Petersburgh,  settled  in 
Grafton  in  184(1,  immediately  after  his  graduation  from  the  Berkshire 
Medical  School.  For  many  years  Dr.  Allen  was  the  only  physician  in 
the  town. 

When,  in  pursuance  of  the  school  law  of  1812—1813,  the  town  voted 
its  first  appropriation  for  the  maintenance  of  the  schools  at  public  ex- 
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pense,  Jedediah  Wellman,  Daniel  Mills  and  Thomas  West  were  chosen 
school  commissioners.  In  the  fall  of  1813  the  town  was  divided  into 
ten  districts,  and  soon  after  a  common  school  was  maintained  in  each 
district.  In  common  with  all  cither  towns  of  the  State  the  school  sys- 
tem was  changed  from  time  to  time  in  accordance  with  legislative  en- 
actment. Under  the  system  of  supervision  by  town  superintendents, 
Thomas  W.  Potter  served  in  1844  and  1845,  John  C.  Potter  in  1840, 
Paul  K.  Davison  in  1847  and  1848,  Dr.  Amos  Allen  from  1850  to  185:5 
and  Daniel  LI.  Davison  from  185-J  to  1850.  The  schools  to  day  have  an 
excellent  standing  and  are  well  attended. 

December  L9,  18-15,  occurred  a  tragedy  in  Grafton,  one  of  many 
taking  place  in  Rensselaer  county  during  the  famous  Anti-Rent  War. 
It  was  the  shooting  of  Elijah  Smith  by  an  unknown  person  during  one 
of  the  numerous  struggles  which  took  place  between  the  anti  renters 
and  the  authorities  of  the  county.  Several  of  the  older  inhabitants  of 
the  town  remember  the  crime. 

The  early  industries  of  Grafton  have  been  briefly  referred  to  in  pre- 
ceding pages  in  this  chapter.  Saw  mills  were  among  the  earliest  en- 
terprises, as  they  were  rendered  necessary  by  the  presence  of  an  almost 
unbroken  forest  over  mountain  and  valley.  These  mills  also  sent  out 
large  qualities  of  tan  bark,  and  vast  quantities  of  the  wood  were  re- 
duced to  charcoal  and  sent  to  nearby  markets.  As  the  timber  was 
cleared  away  the  inhabitants  began  to  pay  more  attention  to  agricul- 
ture, stock  raising  and  dairying,  which  to  day  form  the  leading  indus- 
trial pursuits  of  the  town.  Grist  mills  followed  the  raising  of  grain  and 
the  rearing  of  stock.  The  manufacture  of  shirts  was  begun  about  1855 
by  Caleb  W  Scnven,  who  introduced  the  first  sewing  machine  in  the 
town.  The  work  was  done  by  his  employes  at  their  homes  and  the 
product  of  their  toil  was  sent  to  New  York  city.  Others  who  engaged 
in  the  business  at  an  early  day  were  the  firm  of  f.  II.  &  A.  M.  Scriven, 
Ford  &  Bennett  and  their  successors.  Alan)'  families  in  town  have 
found  the  industry  a  profitable  one. 

Among  the  carl)'  proprietors  of  saw  mills,  grist  mills,  etc.,  may  be 
mentioned  the  following:  Saw  mills — John  Steward,  at  Cranberry 
pond;  Joseph  Biu'dick,  on  the  Rensselaer  pond;  Ebenezer  Stevens, 
John  Armsbury,  John  Baxter,  Dennis  Baxter,  Simeon  Smith,  George 

Avery,  —  -  Shaver,           Worthington,  Philip  Bonesteel,  lames  Hill, 

John  P.  Hayner,  William  Hydorn,  Josiah  Littlefield  and  others.  Some 
authorities  say  that  the  latter  built  the  first  saw  mill,  and  that  it  was 
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located  on  the  Qnacken  kill  about  1800.  Two  years  later  General  Van 
Rensselaer  built  a  jurist  mill  near  the  Centre,  the  first  in  town.  The 
McChesney  saw  mill  at  Quackenkill  was  one  of  the  first,  and  was  built 
about  1803. 

Daniel  B.  Biddle  of  New  York  began  the  manufacture  of  paint  in  the 
town  about  1857  or  1858,  using  the  red  argillite,  which  abounds  in  that 
vicinity,  for  the  base  of  the  product.  Before  1830  a  mill  for  the  manu- 
facture of  Prussian  blue  was  established  south  of  Quackenkill.  In  1804 
a  chair  factory  was  established  a  short  distance  below  Mill  pond  in  a 
building  erected  for  a  Woolen  factory  but  never  operated  as  such. 
Near  by  Albertus  Stevens  had  a  small  carding  mill.  Further  down 
was  an  early  paint  mill  established  many  years  ago  by  Potter  Maxon, 
who  is  reputed  to  have  been  the  originator  of  the  mineral  paint  busi- 
ness in  this  country.  Dennis  Baxter  was  associated  with  him  at  one 
time.  After  being  used  as  a  paint  factory  for  more  than  a  score  of 
years  the  building  came  into  possession  of  Smith  &  Randall,  who 
established  a  cloth-dressing  mill  at  that  point.  In  the  same  vicinity, 
on  the  Shaver  pond  stream,  the  Martin  mill  and  the  Littlefield  saw  mill 
were  early  enterprises.  In  the  northwestern  part  of  the  town  was  the 
Rifenburgh  saw  mill,  near  which  were  the  Douglass  mill  ami  that  of 
Coonradt  Ham.  Jonathan  Brock,  Aaron  Eldridge,  Samuel  Stowed, 
Joseph  McChesnev,  Tompkins  Hull  and  others  were  among  mill  owners 
doing  business  in  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century.  From  time 
to  time  industries  of  a  different  character  have  been  established  in 
town,  but  most  of  these  were  abandoned  after  a  few  years.  Among 
these  maybe  mentioned  John  Babcock's  distillery,  the  Parks  tannery, 
Caleb  Seriven's  wood-turning  factory,  and  other  less  important  estab- 
lishments. 

(ballon  has  no  Revolutionary  history,  as  the  town  was  not  settled 
at  the  beginning  of  that  war.  But  many  of  the  pioneers  fought  in  that 
war  and  afterwards  made  their  homes  in  Grafton.  Abel  Owen,  [ohn 
Barnhart,  Abel  Ford,  fames  Scriven,  Zebulon  Rcriven  and  [ohn 
Scriven  were  among  these.  Among  those  who,  in  Lhe  War  of  1812, 
joined  the  Eddy  expedition  to  Plattsburgh,  were  Henry  Simmons,  Mat- 
thew Bur-dick,  Alpheus  Ford,  Daniel  Birdsall,  Alpheus  Dumbleton, 
John  Howard  and  Yarnum  Jones.  Benjamin  Mm  dick  served  under 
General  Custer  in  the  famous  Indian  wars  in  the  West.  Alonzo  War- 
ren, David  Coons,  Niles  Beals,  Melvin  Wood  and  others  have  also 
'served  in  the  regular  army  of  the  United  States. 
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When  the  call  to  arms  was  sounded  in  1801,  Grafton  scut  all  the  men 
demanded  of  the  town,  about  seventy-five  all  told,  and  raised  nearly 
$>20,000  for  war  expenses.  Those  who  died  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  were: 

Samuel  C.  Burdick,  Wesley  Howard,  Alonzo  Green,  David  W.  Crandall,  jr.,  Levi 
Hayner,  Charles  G.  Bruce,  Charles  I  Himbleton,  Stephen  V.  R.  MeChesney,  Albei  t 
S.  Hall,  Amos  B.  Sweet,  jr.,  and  Levi  Wagar.  Adam  Feathers  ami  Calvin  W. 
Feathers  died  in  1865  tit  their  homes  from  diseases  contracted  in  the  army. 

None  of  the  three  villages  of  Grafton  is  very  large.  The  principal 
one  is  Grafton  Centre,  but  like  the  others  it  is  a  hamlet  rather  than  a 
village.  It  has  always  been  the  principal  business  centre  of  the  town, 
but  none  of  its  industries  have  ever  been  of  much  magnitude.  Saw 
mills,  grist  mills,  wagon  shops,  blacksmith  shops,  shoe  shops,  general 
stores  and  several  hotels  at  various  periods  have  been  the  principal  en- 
terprises. 

East  Grafton  and  Quackenkill  are  the  other  hamlets.  A  paint  mill 
was  established  at  the  latter  point  many  years  ago  by  II.  S.  S.  Clark, 
the  paint  base  being  rock  found  in  that  vicinity.  The  Grafton  mineral 
paint  produced  there  became  celebrated  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago. 

A  Baptist  organization  existed  in  Grafton  at  a  very  earl)'  day, 
soon  after  the  settlement  of  the  town,  probably  as  early  as  I 800. 
The  early  Baptist  families  worshipped  with  the  church  in  Berlin. 
Several  small  congregations  existed  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 
In  L815  the  Rev.  Nathan  Lewis,  son  of  Elder  John  Lewis,  was  ordained 
to  the  charge  of  a  congregation  in  Grafton,  and  four  years  later  the 
Rev.  joseph  1)  Rogers,  son  of  Elder  Corey  Rogers,  was  ordained  to 
look  after  the  spiritual  interests  of  another  Baptist  congregation,  Both 
of  these  bodies  were  disbanded  in  1827  ami  a  new  organization  formed, 
services  being  held  in  the  meeting  house  at  Grafton  Centre.  This 
church,  the  first  in  the  town,  was  built  by  General  Stephen  Van  Rens- 
selaer, the  patroon,  not  lor  any  particular  denomination  but  for  the 
Christians  of  the  town  in  general;  but  as  the  Baptist  society  happened 
to  be  the  only  one  in  the  town  at  that  time  they  were  invited  to  occupy 
it,  which  they  did.  The  Rev.  Nathan  Lewis  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  1  >. 
Rogers  became  the  first  pastors  of  the  society.  About  1830  Elder 
David  Gilford  removed,  to  Grafton  and  frequently  preached  in  the 
church.  Work  upon  a  new  church  edifice  was  began  in  1852,  being 
dedicated  soon  after  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  I).  Rogers. 
In    L870  the  house  of  worship  was  remodeled,  under  the  pastorate  of 
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the  Rev.  H.  }.  S.  Lewis.  The  church  was  connected  with  the  Stephen- 
town  Baptist  association  in  LS32,  and  was  legally  incorporated  August 
14,  1841. 

The  Methodist  families  in  Grafton  held  religious  services  at  an  early 
day,  though  the  society  was  not  incorporated  until  April  7,  1828.  As 
early  as  LSOO  the  famous  Lorenzo  Dow  had  preached  to  the  families  of 
this  denomination.  The  first  church  was  known  as  the  Hemlock 
church,  and  was  located  about  a  mile  east  of  Quackenkill.  Seven  years 
after  the  incorporation  of  the  society  meetings  were  instituted  at  Graf- 
ton Centre  in  the  old  meeting  house  built  by  General  Van  Rensselaer. 
In  L877  the  Hemlock  church  was  torn  down  and  used  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  parsonage  at  Grafton  Centre,  in  connection  with  the  new 
church  edifice  built  there  in  that  year. 

The  Free  Methodist  church  at  Grafton  was  incorporated  June  18, 

1872,  though  the  society  had  been  organized  since  [anuary  5,  1st;;;. 
The  Rev.  A.  B.  Burdick  was  the  first  pastor.  The  house  of  worship, 
a  short  distance  east  of  Quackenkill,  was  erected  in  1.873. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  church  of  Grafton  was  incorporated  July  20, 

1873,  soon  after  the  organization  of  the  society.  The  first  pastor  was 
the  Rev.  T.  Choate  Pratt. 

Supervisors  of  ( k a fton. 

1807-1808,  Nathaniel  Dumbleton ;  1809-1817,  Ziba  Hewitt;  1818,  John  Babcoek; 
1819-1823,  Ziba  Hewitt;  1824,  John  Babcock;  1825-1828,  John  Worthiugton ;  1829- 
1832,  Zilia  Hewitt;  1833-1835,  Nathan  West;  1830,  Ebenezer Stevens;  1837,  Zebulon 
P.  Burdick;  1838,  Ebenezer  Stevens;  1839,  Ziba  Hewitt;  1840-1841,  James  McChes- 
ney;  1st'.'  1843,  1  >avtd  See,  jr. ;  184-1  1845,  John  M.  Davison;  1810,  Ira  Allen;  1817- 
ISIS,  Joseph  1).  Wells;  IS  lit  1850,  Ahijali  1),  Litiletield;  1851,  Caleb  W.  Seriveu ; 
1852  1853,  Paul  1  >.  Davison;  1854-1.855,  John  Tilley;  1850  1857,  Ebenezer  Steveus; 
1858,  Amos  Allen;  1859-1800,  Daniel  K.  Saunders,  a  tie  vote,  but  Daniel  E.  Saunders 
held  over;  1801,  John  H.  Bonesteel ;  1802,  Peter  F.  Hydorn;  1803-1800,  Ira  B.  Ford; 
1807-1808,  Caleb  W.  Scriven;  1809-1872,  Ira  B.  Ford;  1.873-1870,  Alva  II.  Scriveu; 
1877-1879,  Levi  T.  Dunham;  1880,  none  elected ;  1881-1884,  Harvey  W.  Ford;  I8K5- 
1888,  Joseph  S.  Saunders;  1889-1893,  Calvin  B.  Dunham;  1 804- -  — ,  Charles  Z. 
Bennett. 

Town  Clerks  of  Grafton. 

181)7,  David  S.  Crandall ;  1808,  Klisha  Wells  ;  1809-1811,  David  S  Crandall ;  1812- 
1813,  Thomas  West ;  1814,  Lemuel  Stewart ;  1815-1822,  William  Potter;  1823,  Elijah 
Smith;  1824-1828,  Joseph  A.  Potter;  1829-1835,  Joseph  Burdick;  1830-1837,  David 
See,  jr. ;  1838,  Potter  Maxon ;  1839,  Joseph  Burdick:  18-10-18-11,  John  M.  Davison; 
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1842,  Paul  K.  Davison;  1843,  Nathan  T.  Burdick;  1844-1845,  Rufus  S.  Waite;  1840- 
1847,  Hiram  B.  Littlefield ;  1848-1849,  Joel  T.  Burdick;  1850  1851,  Rufus  S.  Waite, 
jr.;  1852-1853,  Allen  Maxon ;  1854,  Morgan  Stevens ;  1855,  Joshua W.  Hakes;  1850- 
1858,  Daniel  15.  Saunders;  1859-1800,  Reuben  S.  F.  Waite;  1861,  George  W.  Maxon ; 
1802-1808,  Reuben  S.  F.  Waite;  1869-  1871,  Amos  B.  Sweet;  1872,  George  W.  Maxon; 
1873-1874,  Warren  Steward;  1875-1876,  Henry  Whitney;  1877-1878,  Braddock  H. 
Peckham;  1879-1880,  Harvey  W.  Ford;  1881-1884,  Chester  F,  Waite;  1NH5-1887, 
William  C.  Waite  ;  1888-1892,  Adelhert  Maxon ;  1 893,  M  en  it  t  15.  Tilley;  1894,  Fer- 
nando Babcock;  1 890,  Arthur  M.  Craudal].1 

J  I! STICKS  HI     THK    Pl'.ACK   OK  GkAKTON. 

Ezra  Davison,  sworn  in  February  24,  182:?;  Joseph  Burdick,  February  28,  1823; 
Nathan  West,  February  28,  1823;  John  Steward,  December  31,  1827;  Alpheus  Dum- 
bleton,  December  31,  IS27;  Nathan  West,  December  31,  I827;  Fraucis  West,  De- 
cember 31,  1827;  Alpheus  Dumbleton,  January  1,  1829;  William  lToydoru,  December 
31,  1829;  John  Steward,  January  12,  1831. 

The  election  of  justices  at  town  meetings  commenced  in  is:!l,  and 
the  list  is  as  follows : 

1831,  Nathan  West;  1832,  Alpheus  Dumbleton  (full  term),  Daniel  Mills  (vacancy! ; 
1833,  Zebulon  P.  Burdick;  1834,  (name  omitted  in  records);  1835,  Nathan  West;  1836, 
Israel  Smith;  I8IS7,  Alpheus  Dumbleton;  1.838,  John  I'.  Davison;  1839,  Andrew 
Hayner;  1840.  Isaac  Smith  (lull  term),  Andrus  Brown  (vacancy),  Patrick  Hill  (va- 
cancy); 1841,  Asa  Partridge;  1ST.',  Joseph  D.  Wells  (full  term).  Ira  Allen  (vacancy) ; 
1843,  Leonard  C.  Burdick;  1844,  Eliphalet Steward ;  1845,  Potter  Maxon;  1840,  Andrew 
I'.  Hayner;  1847,  Leonard  C.  Burdick;  1848,  Eliphalet  Steward;  1849,  William  Hey- 
dorn; 1850,  Nathan  T.  Burdick;  1851,  Linus  1'.  Worthington;  1852,  Eliphalet  Stew- 
ard; 1 853,  William  Heydorn ;  1854,  Caleb  Slade;  1855,  Aaron  F.  Dumbleton;  1850, 
Nathan  'P.  Burdick;  1857,  William  Heydorn;  1858,  Caleb  Slade;  1859,  Aaron  F. 
Dumbleton;  1800,  Rufus  F.  Waite;  1801,  Varnum  IS.  Jones;  1862,  Nathan  T.  Bur- 
dick  ,  1803,  [ohn  H.  Bonesteel;  1804,  Joel  T.  Burdick ;  1805,  Varnum  B.  Jones;  1800, 
Elijah  K.  Howard;  1807,  John  II.  Bonesteel;  1808,  Reuben  S.  F.  Waito;  1809,  Var- 
num Ik  |  ones  ;  1870,  Elijah  Ik  Howard  (full  term),  William  I  leydorn  ( vacancy  I ;  187  1 . 
Nathan  E.  Burdick  .(full  term);  1872,  Reuben  S.  F.  Waite,  is;;:,  Ralph  Westervelt; 
1874,  Zebulon  Tilley  (full  term),  Benjamin  F.  Hayner  (vacancy);  1875,  Nathan  T. 
Burdick  (full  term),  Daniel  J.  Peckham  (vacancy);  1S70,  Daniel  J.  Peckham  (full 
term),  William  II.  Simmons  (vacancy) ;  1877,  William  II.  Simmons  (full  term),  Will- 
iam F.  Brown  (vacancy);  1878,  William  B.  Udell  (full  term),  Hiram  Ik  Phillips  (va- 
cancy); 1870,  Hiram  R.  Phillips  (full  term),  Calvin  Ik  Dunham  (vacancy) ;  1880,  Jo- 
seph S.  Saunders;  1881,  William  II.  Simmons;  1SS2,  Calvin  Ik  Dunham;  lss;{,  Hiram 
Phillips;  1884,  Joseph  S.  Saunders;  1-885,  William  IV  Brenenstuhl;  1886,  Harvey  W. 
Ford;  1887,  Wesley  O.  Howard ;  188S,  Parley  R.  Scriven ;  1889,  M.  V.  B.  Jones;  1890, 
Harper  V.  Brown;  1891,  Parley  R.  Scriven;  L892,  George  E.  Bonesteel;  1893,  Reu- 

1  Credit  is  due  .Mr.  iTandall  lor  material  assistance  rendered  in  the  compilation  <>l  i his  chap- 
ter. 
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ben  S.  F.  Waite;  1894,  Clinton  W.  Scriven;  1895,  Parley  R.  Scriven;  1896,  George 
E.  Bonesteel. 

Addenda. 

The  National  hank  of  Troy  suffered  from  a  heavy  and  unanticipated 
run  of  the  depositors  early  in  September,  ISO G ,  and  on  Saturday,  Sep- 
tember 19,  closet!  its  doors  and  placed  its  accounts  in  the  hands  of  a 
national  bank  examiner. 

v.  Errata. 

On  page  184,  sixth  line,  read:  "In  a  subsequent  chapter,"  etc.  (See  pages  2158, 
259,  263,  204,  265,  269,  270,  271,  272,  273,  274  and  27!).) 
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